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INTRODUCTORY  EPISTLE. 


CAPTAIN  CLUTTEEBUCK,  TO  THE 
BEY.  DB  DRYASDUST. 

DxAm8Il^ 
I  BEABiL  Y  accept  of»  and  teply  to  the  d* 
vilities  with  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  honour  xtie  in  youf  obliging  letter,  and 
entSreiy  agree  with  your  quotation,  of 
^  QififlM  bemum  M  q$$mmJueundmmJ*  We 
may  indeed  esttem  ourselYes  as  Come  of 
Ae  saote  fiimily,  or,  according  to  oulrcolili* 
try  proverb,  as  being  all  one  man's  bairns  i 
and  there  needed  no  apology  on  your  part» 
vevereild  and  dear  sir,  for  demanding  of 
rae  any  information  which  I  may  be  able 
to  supply  respecting  the  subject  of  your 

YOL.  I.  a 
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curiosity.  The  interview  which  you  al- 
lude to  took  place  in  the  course  of  last 
winter,  and  is  so  deeply  imprinted  on  niy 
recollection,  that  it  requires  no  effort  to 
collect  all  its  most  minute  details. 

You  are  aware  that  the  share  which  I 
had  in  introducing  the  Romance,  called 
The  Monastery,  to  public  notice,  has 
given  measort  of  character  in  theHterature 
of  our  Scottish  metrc^lis.  I  no  longer 
stand  in  the  outer  shop  of  our  biblio- 
polists,^  bargaining  for  the  objects  of  my 
curiosity  with  an  unrespective  sfacqtJad, 
hustled  among  boys  who  come  to  buy 
Corderies  and  copy-books,  and  ^rvant- 
girls  dieapening  a  penny-worth  of  paper, 
but  am  cordially  welcomed  by  the  U^lio- 
polist  himself,  with,  '<  Pray,  walk  into  the 
back-shop.  Captain.  Boy,  get  a  chair  for 
Captain  Clutterbuck.  There  is  the  news- 
paper. Captain— ^t(vday*s  paper— or  here 
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is  the  last  new  work-^there  is  a  folder, 
make  fiee  with  the  leaves,  or  put  it  in 
your  pocket  and  carry  it  home ;  or  we  will 
make  a  bookseller  of  you,  sir,  you  shall 
hare  it  at  trade  pride."  Or,  perhaps,  if  it 
is  the  worthy  trader's  own  publication, 
his  liberality  may  even  extend  itself  to— 
**  Never  mind  booking  such  a  trifle  to 
ytw,  sir — ^it  is  an  over-copy.  Pray,  men- 
tion the  work  to  your  literary  fiiends.'* 
I  say  nothing  of  the  siiug  well-selected 
literaiy  party  arranged  around  a  turbot, 
I^  of  five-year-old  mutfon,  or  some  such 
gear^  or  of  the  circulation  of  a  quiet  bottle 
of  Robert  Cockbum's  choicest  black— ^or 
perhaps  of  his  best  blue,  to  quicken  our 
talk  about  old  books^  or  our  plans  for  new 
ones.  All  these  are  comforts  reserved  to 
sudi  as  are  freemen  of  the  corporation  of 
letters,  and  I  have  the  advantage  of  enjoy- 
ing them  ill  perfection. 
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But  all  things  diange  under  tbe  sun ; 
and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  re« 
gret,  that,  in  my  annual  visits  to  the  me- 
tropolis, I  now  miss  the  social  and  warm* 
.  hearted  welcome  of  the  quick-witted  and 
kindly  friend  who  first  introduced  me  to 
tbe  public,  whohadmore  original  wit  than 
would  have  set  up  a  dozen  of  professed 
sayers  of  good  things,  and  more  racy  hu- 
Inour  than  would  have  made  the  fortune 
of  as  many  more.  To  this  great  deprivation 
has  been  added,  I  trust  for  a  time  only,  the 
loss  of  another  bibliopolical  friend,  whose 
vigorous  intellect,  and  liberal  ideas,  have 
not  only  rendered  his  native  country  the 
mart  of  her  own  literature,  but  establish- 
ed there  a  Court  of  Letters,  which  must 
command  respect,  even  from  those  most 
inclined  to  dissent  from  many  of  its  ca- 
nons. The  eflfect  of  these  changes,  opera- 
ted in  a  great  measure  by  the  strcxig  sense 
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ttdsagadous  calculationsof  an  individud, 
who  knew  how  to  avail  himfidf,  to  an  tin- 
lioped^for  extent,  of  the  various  kinds,  of 
talent  which  his  country  produced,  will 
piobaUy  appear  more  dearly  to  the  gene« 
ration  whidi  shall  follow  the  present. 

I  entered  the  diop  at  the  Cross,  to 
inqaire  after  the  health  of  my  worthy 
fiiend»  and  learned  with  satis&ction  that 
his  residence  in  the  south  had  ahated 
the  rigour  of  the  ^mptoms  of  his  diior- 
der.  Availing  myself  then,  of  the  privi* 
hga  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  strdled 
onwards  in  that  labyrinth  of  smaU  dark 
rooms,  or  crypts,  to  speak  our  own  an- 
tiquarian language,  which  fowi  the  ex- 
tensive back-settlements  of  that  celebra*^ 
ted  publishing  house.  Yet,  as  I  proceed- 
ed fiom  one  obscure  recess  to  another, 
filled,  some  of  them  with  old  volumes, 
some  with  such  as,  fiom  the  equality  of 
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their  rank  on  the  shelves,  I  suspected  to 
be  the  less  saleable  modem  books  of  the 
concern,  I  could  not  help  fieeling  a  holy 
horror  creep  upon  me,  when  I  thought  of 
the  risk  of  intruding  on  some  ecstatic  bard 
giving  vent  to  his  poetical  fury ;  or,  it 
might  be,  on  the  yet  more  formidable 
privacy  of  a  band  of  critics,  in  the  act  of 
worrying  the  game  which  they  had  just 
run  down.  In  such  a  supposed  case,  I  felt 
by  antidpaticm  the  horrors  of  the  High* 
land  seers,  whom  their  gift  of  Deuteros- 
copy  compels  to  witness  things  unmeet 
for.  mortal  eye ;  and  who^  to  use  the  eX'^ 
pression  of  Collins, 


■     "  heartless^  oft,  like  moody  madness^  stare^ 
To  we  the  phaDtom  train  their  secret  work  prepare." 

StiU,  howev^,  the  irresistible  impulse 
of  an  undefined  curiosity  drove  me  on 
through  this  succession  of  darksome  cham- 
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faeffs»  tiU»  like  the  jeweller  of  Ddlu  in  the 
hoiue  of  the  magician  Bebnaakai;  I  at 
length  readied  a  vaulted  looniy  dedicated 
to  secrecjr  and  8ilmioe»  and  beheld,  seated 
by  a  lamp,  and  employed  in  reading  a 
blotted  remse^  the  person,  or  periiaps  I 
should  rather  say  the  Eidolon,  or  Repre- 
sentative VisicH),  of  the  Author  4>f  Wa- 
Tedey!  You  will  not  be  surprised  at  the 
filial  instinct  which  enabled  me  at  <»Dce  to 
acknowledge  the  features  borne  by  this 
TeneiaUe  apparition,  and  that  I  at  once 
bended  the  knee,  with  the  dasrical  salu- 
tation d^  Sahe,  nutgneparetu  I  The  yU 
sion,  however,  cut  me  short,  by  pointing 
to  a  seat,  and  intimating  that  my  pre- 
saiee  was  not  unexpected,  and  that  he 
bad  something  to  say  to  me. 

I  sate  down  with  humUe  obedience, 
^  endeavoured  to  npte  the  features  of 
him  with  whom  I  now  found  myself  so 
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Cldidibotiiain ;  and  I  am  afiaid  I  may 
have  done  you  some  wrong,  in. assigning 
to  you  the  Monastory  as  a  portion  of  my 
efB^^ts.  I  have  some  diougfats  of  making 
it  up  to  you»  by  naming  ycMi  godfather  to 
this  yet  unborn  babe — {he  indicated  the 
proof-sheet  with  his  finger) — ^But  first, 
tQuching  The  Monastery — How  says  the 
world — ^you  are  abroad,  and  can  leam  ? 

Captam  Outterbuck.  Hem !  hem !  The 
inquiry  is  deUcat&^I  iiave  not  heard  any^ 
complaints  from  the  Publishers. 

.  Author.  That  is  the  principal  matter ; 
but  yet  an  indifferent  work  is  sometimes 
towed  on  by  those  which  have  left;  bar- 
bouc  before  it,  with  the  breeze  in  their 
poop.  What  say  the  Critics  ? 

Captain.  There  is  a  generaL-^feeling-^ 
that  .the  White  Lady  is  no  favourite. 

Author.  I  think  she  is  a  failure  myself; 
but  rather  in  execution  than  concqption. 
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GMild  I  have  evoked  an  wpntJoUet^  at 
the  same  timefimtastieandinterQstiii^  ca- 
[mckius  and  kind ;  a  sort  of  wildfire  of  the 
elements,  bound  by  no  ^jced  hiws,  or  mo« 
tivesofaotion;  £uithfulandfi>nd,yet.teaas- 
mg  and  uncertain——--         ... 

Cofptain.  If  yoa  will  pardon  the  inter- 
ruption, sir,  I  think  you  are  desoibing  a 
pretty  woman. 

Author.  On  my  word,  I  believe  I  am.' 
I  must  invest  my  elementary  spirits  with 
a  little  human  flesh  and  blood^-««they  are 
too  fine-drawn  for  the  present  taste  of  the 
public 

CapUm.  They  object  too,  that  the  ob* 
ject  of  your  Nixie  ought  to  have  been 
more  unifi>rmly  noble — her  docking  the 
priest  was  no  naiad-Iike  amusement 

Author.  Ah !  they  ought  to  allow  for 
the  capridos  of  what  is  after  all  but  a  bet- 
ter sort  of  goblin.    The  bath  into  which 

19 
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Aiidt  the  most  delioate  CEeation  of  Shake* 
speare's  imaginatioD,  seduces  our  jolly 
friend  Trinculo,  was  not  of  amber  or  rose* 
water.  But  no  one  shall  find  me  rowing 
against  the  stream.  I  care  not  who  knows 
it — ^I  write  for  the  public  amusement; 
and  though  I  never  will  aim  at  popular- 
ity by  what  I  think  unworthy  means,  I 
will  not,  on  the  other  hand,  be  pertuuu 
dous  in  the  defence  of  my  own  errors 
against  the  voice  of  the  public. 

Captam.  You  abandon  then,  in  the  pre- 
sent work-^looking  in  my  turn  towards 
the  proof-sheet) — ^the  mystic,  and  the  ma^ 
^cal,  and  the  whole  system  of  signs,  won- 
ders, and  omens  ?  There  are  no  dreams, 
or  presages^  or  obscure  allusions  to  future 
events  ? 

Author.  Not  a  Cock^lane  8cratcb»  my 
son-~not  one  bounce  on  the  drum  of 
Tedworth«^-not  so  much  as  the  poor  tick 
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e£  ft  solitary  deatb-watdb  in  the  wains- 
eoat.  All  IB  dear  and  above  board---a 
Scotch  metaphysician  might  bdieve  every 
word  of  it 

GqMin.  And  the  sti»y  i8»  I  hope,  na- 
tural and  probable ;  commencing  striking- 
ly, j^roceeding  naturally,  ending  happily, 
like  the  course  of  a  fiuned  river  whidk 
gushes  fix)m  the  mouth  of  some  obscure 
and  romantic  grotto-— then  ^ding  on,  no* 
ver  pftusii^,  never  precipitating,  visitibg, 
as  it  were  by  natural  instinct,  whatever 
worthy  subjects  of  interest  are  presented 
by  the  country  through  which  it  passes- 
widening  and  deepening  in  interest  as  it 
flows  on ;  and  at  length  arriving  at  the 
final  catastrophe  as  at  some  mighty  ha- 
V€n»  where  ships  of  all  kinds  strike  sail 
and  yard* 

Author.  Hey !  hey !  what  the  deuce  is 
all  this?    Why  'tis  Ercles'  vein,  and  it 
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would  require  some  one  much  more  like 
Hercules  than  me,  to  produce  a  story 
which  should  gush,  and  glide,  and  never 
pause,  and  visit,  and  widen,  and  dee])en, 
and  all  the  rest  on*t.  I  should  be  chin- 
deep  in  the  grave,  man^  before  I  was  done 
with  my  task ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  all 
the  quirks  and  quiddits  which  I  might 
have  devised  for  my  reader's  amusement, 
would  lie  rotting  in  my  gizzard,  like  San- 
cho's  suppressed  witticisms  when  he  was 
under  his  master's  displeasure.  There  ne- 
ver was  a  novel  written  on  this  jplan  while 
the  world  stood. 

Captain,  Pardon  me^«-Tom  Jones. 

Author.  True,  and  perhaps  Amelia  aU 
so.  Fielding  had  high  notions  of  the  dig- 
nity of  an  art  which  he  may  be  consider- 
ed as  having  founded.  He  challenges  a 
comparison  between  the.  Novel  and  the 
£pic.     Smollettj  Le  Sage,  and  others. 
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emandpating  themselves  from  the  strict- 
ness of  the  roles  he  has  laid  down,  have 
written  rather  a  history  of  the  misoel- 
kneous  adventures  which  befall  an  in* 
dividual  in  the  course  of  life»  than  the 

« 

plot  of  a  regular  and  connected  epopeia, 
where  every  step  brings  us  a  point  nearer 
to  the  final  catastrophe.  These  great  mas- 
ters have  been  satisfied  if  they  amua$d;tbe 
reader  upon  the  road,  though  the  conclu- 
sion only  arrived  because  the  tale  must 
have  an  epd»  just  as  the  traveller  allots 
at  the  inn. because  it  is  evening.       .     . 

Qgdam.  A  very  commodious  mode  <^ 
travellings  fi>r  the  author  at  least.  In  short, 
sir,  yott.  are  of  opiiiion  with  Bayes»-f^ 
•*  What  the  devil  does  the  plot  sigpiiy, 
except  to  bring  in  fine  things  ?" 

Autkor.  Grant  that  I  were  so,  and  that 
I  should  write  with  sense  and  spirit  a  few 
scenes,  unlaboured  and  loosely  put  togo* 


XVI         INTRODUCTOBY  EPI8TLE. 

tlier«  but  which  had  suffident  inteiest  in 
them  to  amuse  in  one  corner  the  pain  of 
body ;  in  another,  to  relieve  anxiety  of 
mind;  in  a  third  jUaee,  to  unwiinkle  a 
brow  bent  with  the  funows  of  daily  toil; 
inanother^tofill  theplacecf  badtiiougfat% 
or  to  suggest  better ;  in  yet  another,  to 
induce  an  idler  to  study  the  histc»y  of  his 
country;  in  all,  save  where  the  perusal  in* 
temipted  the  discharge  of  serious  duties^ 
to  furnish  harmless  amusemait,*^might 
not  the  author  of  such  a  work,  however 
inartifidally  executed,  plead  for  his  errors 
and  n^ligences  the  excuse  of  the  slave 
who  was  about  to  be  punished  for  having 
spread  the  false  report  of  a  yictory^*^ 
*'  Am  I  to  blame,  O  Athauans^  who  have 
^given  you  one  happy  day  ?" 

CafOain.  Will  your  goodness  permit  me 
to  mention  an  anecdote  of  my  excellent 
grandmother  ? 

s 
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AmAor.  I  see  littleehe  can  have  to  do 
with  the  subject;  Captain  Clutterbudk* 

Ck^i^am.  It  voof  aaa»  into  our  diar! 
h^e  on  Bajesit  phtfk  Theaagaoioos  old 
kdy,  rest  her  soul,  was  a  gci«d  fUend  to. 
the  chureh,  and  could  never  heai^  a  mi« 
nister  maligned  by  evil  tongues;  without 
taking  his  part  warad  j.  There  Was  one 
fixed  pointy  however^  at  whidi  she.alwajs 
abandoned  the  cause  of  her  reverend  pro^ 
Ug6^%  was  so  aoon  as  she  learned  he  had 
fseached  a  regular  sbrmon  against  sknr 
derers  and  badclnten. 

AmAmr.  And  what  is  that  to  the  pur« 
peae? 

Coftam.  Only  that  I  have  heard  engir 
neeis  say^  ihat  one  may  betilay  the  weak 
point  to  the  enemy,  by  too  mudi  osten- 
tation of  fbrtifyiag  it. 

AmAor.  And,  once  more  I  pray,  what 
is  that  to  tlie  purpose  ? 

b 
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C(q)taiM.  Naj  then^  without  farther ine- 
taphor,  I  am  afraid  this  new  production^' 
in  which  your  geneiofflty  seems  willing  to 
give  me  some  ooncem,  will  stand-  much' 
in  need  of  apology,  since  you  think  prck 
per  to  begin  your  defence  before  the  case 
is  on  trial.  The  story  is  hastily  huddled 
up,  I  will  venture  a  pint  of  claret.  > 

:    AiMar.  A  pint  of  port,  I  suppose  you 
mean? 

Captain.  I  say  of  claret — ^good  claret  of 
the  Monastery.  Ah,  sir,  would  you  but 
take  the  advice  of  your  friends*  and  try 
to  deserve  at  least  one-half  of  the  public 
favour  you  have  met  with,  we  might  al^ 
drink  Tokay!  > 

Author.  I  care  not  what  I  drink,  ao 
ihe  liquor  be  wholesome. 

Captain.  Care  for  ypur  rejputation  l3ien 
^i^for  your  fame. 

Author.  My  fame?— I  ^ill  an&wer  you 
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as  a  very  ingenious,  aHe,  and  experienced 
fiiend,  when  counsel  for  the  notorious 
Jem  MacConl,  reptied  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  her,  when  they  laid  weight  oft 
his  eKenfb  refusing  to  answer  certaiA 
queries,  whidi  they  said  any  maA  who  had 
a  regard  for  his  reputation  would  not  he^ 
sitate  to  reply  ta  •*  My  dient'^said  he-^ 
hy  the  way,  Jem  was  standing  behind  him 
at  the  time,  and  a  rich  scene  it  was— «^  is  s^ 
imfinrtunate  as  to  have  no  regard  for  his 
reputation ;  and  I  should  deal  very  fmcan« 
didly  with  the  Court,  should  I  say  he  had 
any  that  was  worth  his  attention.*^  I  am, 
tiiough  from  very  di£Perent  reasons,  in 
-Jem's  happy  state  of  indifference.  Let 
Ame  follow  those  who  have  a  substantial 
simpe.  Aahadow^— and  an  impersonal  au- 
thor is  notMng  better—Ksan  cast  no  shad^. 
Captain.  You  are  not  now,  perhaps, 
'« impersonal  as  heretofbie.    These  IjbU 
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tere  to  the  Member  tor  the  University  of 
Oxford--— 

Autk^t  Shew  the  wit^  genius,  and  dell- 
cacy  of  the  author,  which  I  heartily  wbh 
to  see  engaged  on  a  subject  of  more  im- 
portance ;  and  shew,  besides,  that  tiie  pre- 
servation of  my  diaraetar  of  inccgnito  has 
engaged  early  talent  in  the  discussion  ol 
a  curious  question  of  evidence.  But  s 
eai^se^ -however  ingeniously  pleaded,  U 
not  the^fore  gained.  You  may  rem^oi* 
.ber,  the  neatly-wrought  chain  tyfcireum^ 
«tantial  evidence,  so  artificially  hroughi 
forward  to  prove  Sir  Philip  Fnmds's  titl< 
to  the  Letters  of  Junius,  seaiffid  at  firs 
irrefiiigable ;  yet  the  influence  of  the  rea 
soping  has  passed  away,  and  Junius,  ii 
the  general  opinion,  isaa  miicb  nriknowi 
as  ever.  But  on  .this  sulgect  I  wiUHot  b 
sooliied  or  provoked  into  saying  <MPie  wor< 
more.    To  say  who  I  am  not,  would  b 
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one  6tep  towards  saying  who  I  am ;  and 
as  I  desire  not^  any  more  than  a  certain 
joMldoe  of  peace  mentioDed  by  Sfaenstone, 
the  noise  or  repwt  such  tilings,  make  in 
the  worlds  I  shall  continue  to  be  silent  on 
a  sobject,  whidi,  in  Biy;opimon»  is  very 
mideserving  the  rout  that  has  been  made 
about  it»  and  ^till  more  unworthy  o£  the 
serious  employm^it  of  such  ingenuify  as 
has  been  displayed  l^  the  youpg  letter^ 
writer. 

Cufftam.  But  allowing,  my  dear  sir» 
that  you  care  not  for  your  p^^Kmal  repu- 
tationt  or  for  that  of  any  litarary  peiMU 
opcm  whose  shoulders  your  faults  may 
be  visited,  allow  me  tosay^that  common 
gratitude  to  the  publi<v»lK>have  received 
you  so  kindly,  and  to  theciitic^^^who  have 
treated  you  so  leniently,  ought  to  induce 
you  to  bestow  mose  pains  on  youf  story. 
.    Author.  I  do  entreat  you,  my  son,  as 
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Dr  Johnson  would  have  said,  **  free  your 
mind  from  cant'*  For  tbd  critics,  they 
have  their  business,  and  I  mine ;  as  the 
nursery  proverb  goes— 


''  The  chOdren  in  Holland  takepleasare  In  making 
imiat  the  ehOdreD  in  England  take  pleasure  in  break* 
jmg. 

I  am  their  hurabie  jackaU,  too  tiusy  in 
providing  food  for  them,  to  have  time  for 
considering  \ehether  they  swallow  or  reject 
it— To  the  public,  I  stand  pretty  nearly 
jn  the  relation  of  the  postman  wlio  leaves 
a  packet  at  the  dooi:  of  an  individual.  If  it 
contains  pleasinginteliigenc&,  a  billet  from 
a  mistress,  a  letter  from  an  absent  son,  a 
t^mittancefrom  a  correspondent  supposed 
to  be  bankrupti — the  letter  is  acceptably 
welcome,  and  read  and  re-read,  folded  up, 
"filed,  and  safely  deposited  in  the.  bureau. 
If  the  contents  are  disagreeable,  if  it  comes 
^from  a  dun  or  from  a  bore,  tiie  correspond* 
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enC  IS  cursed,  the  letter  is  thrown  inti)  the 
fire^  and  the  expence  of  postage  is  hearti-f 
Ij  r^^retted ;  white  all  the  while  the  bear* 
er  of  the  dispatches  b;  in  either  case,  as 
little  thought .  on  as  the  snow  '  of  last 
Christmas.  The  utmost  extent  of  land* 
ness  between  the  author,  and  the  pubn 
fie  which  can.  really  etisttis,  th4t  the 
world  are  disposed  to  be  somewhat,  in^ 
dulgent  to  the  succeeding  works  of  aii 
original  favourite^  were  it  but  oa  account 
of  the  halMt  which  the  public  mind  haft 
acqiured ;  while  theauthor  very  naturally? 
thinks  wdl  of  ddir  taste,  who  k^re  so  li4 
berrily  applaudied  his  productions.  But  i 
deny  there  is  any  call  for  gratitude,  prow 
peily  so  called^  dth^  cm  one  side  or  the 
olheh 

i  Captain.   R^peetrto  yourself  then, 
9U^t  to  teach  caution.  ^  * 
.  .Aniian  Ay>  if  caution  could  augment 
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dti^ehaaoe-ofihysaecess.  But^  to  oonftss' 
to  jovL  tie  trittfa,  the  works  and  passages 
uiwhidi  I  haTesucceeded, have  uniform* 
ly  he&k  written  with  the  greatest  rapidi- 
ty ;'  and  when  I  hfeive  seen  some  of  these 
placed  in  opposition  with  others^'Udd  com* 
mended  as  more  highly  finished,  I  could 
appeal  to  pen  and  standish,  that  the  parts 
in  which  I  have  ootne  feebly  off,  were 
by  much  the  more  laboured.  Besides,  I 
donbt  the  beneficial  effect  of  too  much 
delay,  both  on  account  of  the  author  and 
thepwblic.  A  man  should  strike  while 
the  konr  ii  hot^  «iid  hoist  sail  while  .thef 
wikidisfair.  If  a  suecessfttl  author  keeps 
not  the  stage,  another  instantly  takes  hia 
ground,  if  a  writer  Has  by  lor  ten  ytera 
ere  he  produces  a  second  work,  he  is  mi^ 
perseded  by  otfieii ;  or,  if  the  age  is  so 
poor  of  genius  that  tiiiB  does  not  happeoy 
Mis  own  reputation  beooanes  his. greatest 
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ohstade.  The  public  wiH  expect  fhe  new 
woik  to  be  ten  timefii  better  tfam  its  pre* 
deoesBor;  tbeaathorwUtexpeot  it  should 
be  ten  tnnee  mote  popular,  and  *t»  a  hun^ 
died  to  ten  thflt  both  are  diaappointed. 

Q^puAu  ThkmayjuBtifyacertauide* 
gree  of  rapidity  in  pahHeatikm,  but  not 
tint  n^id  is  pfoverbiall j  said  to  be  no 
speed.  Ton  should  take  time  at  least  to 
ammge  your  stoiy. 

Au&or^  That  is  a  sok  point  with  ne^ 
my  8on«  BeKeve  me,  I  have  not  been 
feol  enough  to  neglect  ordinary  precao^ 
tiona.  I  have  repeatedly  laid  down  nrf  fu-> 
tare  woifc  to  scaler  divided  it  into  volumes 
and  diapter^  and  endeavoured  to  con* 
struct  a  story  which  Imeant  diould  evolve 
itself  graduaUy  and  srbikhigly,  maiMtam 
smpense,  and  stimulate  cwioaty  {  and 
whidi,  finidly»  should  terminate  in  a  stri* 
king  eata8tfophe«    But  I  think  \hete  isa 
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dsmori  vho  seate  himself  on  the  feather  of 
xny  peil  when  I  b^n  to  write^  and  leads  it 
istray  from  the  purpose.  Characters  ex« 
pand  under  my  hand ;  incidents  are  mul« 
tipUed ;  the  story  lingers,  >irhile  the  mate« 
rials  Increase ;  tny  ^ular  mansion  turns 
put  a  Gothic  anomaly/ and  the  Work  ia 
complete  lotig  before  I  have  attained  the 
point  I  proposed. 

Captain*  Resolution  and  determined 
^rbearance  taiight  remedy  that  eviL 
i  AuOwr*  Alas»  my  dev  sir,  you  do  not 
&now  the  folrce  of  paternal  affection.— » 
.When  I  light  on  such  a  character  as  Bai<» 
tie  Jarvie,  or  Dalgetty^  my  imagination 
brightens,  and  my  conception  becomea 
clearer  at  every  step  which  I  make  in  his 
company,  although  it  leads  me  many  K 
jiveary  mile  away  from  the  regular  road^ 
and  forces  me  to  leap  hedge  lind  ditch  to 
^et  back  into  the  route  again.  If  I  resist 
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the  temptatioDy  m  you  advise  roe,  my. 
thdugfats  become  prosy*  flat,  atod  dull ;  I 
write  painfully  to  myself^  and  under  i 
omsciousness  of  flaj^ing  which  makes  me 
flag  still  more ;  the  sunshine  with  which 
^1^  had  invested  the  incidents^  departs 
fiom  them*  and  leaves  every  thing.  4uU 
and  j^oomy.  I  am  no  more  the  same  au* 
4iior,  than  the  dog  in  a  wheels  eond^mbed 
to  go  round  and  round  for.  hours,  is  Uke 
4he  same  dog  merrily  chasing  his  own  tail, 
and  gambolling  in  all  the  frolic  of  ianre^ 
strained  freedom.  In.  short,  sir,  on  such 
ixxsasions,  I  think  I  am  bewitched*. 
.  Q^plam.  Nay,  sir*  if  ydu  plead  soooery; 
there  is  no  more  to  besaid— *he  toust^ 
needs  .go  whom  the  devil  drives.  And 
Hm,  I  suppose*  sir^  is  the  reason  why  you 
do  not  make  the  theatrical  attempt  to 
^hicfa  you  h^ve  been  so  often  urged  ? 
/  Jlutkor.  It  may  pass  for  one  good  rear 


•  •• 
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fion  for  not  writmg  a  play,  that  I  cannot 
form  a  plot  But  the  troth  i%  that  the 
idea  adopted  by  too  favourable  judges^  of 
my  having  araae  aptitude  for  that  departs 
ment  of  poetiy,  has  been  :mmh  founded 
on  those  scraps  of  old  plays,  idiidi^  being 
taken  from  a  source  inacoesnUe  to  o^ee* 
tors,  they  have  hastily  ^considered  die  off^ 
springof  my  moth»*wit  Now,  the  man*- 
nerin  whidi  I  becsame  possessed  of  diese 
fragments  is  ao  extraordinaiy,  that  I  can* 
not  help  telling  it  to  you. 

You  mustknow,  that  some  twenty  years 
since,  I  went  'down  to  visit  an  old  friend 
in  Worcesterdnre,  who  had  served  with 
me  in  the  — -—  Dragocms. 
Captain.  Then  you  Jkvpe ^served,  sir?  > 
jdtMat.  I  hav$«-H>r  I  have  not,  which 
si^ifiesthe  same  dimg — Ciqptain  isa  good 
traveling  name--— I  found  my  frioad^lB 
iionse  unexpectedly  crowded  with  guests. 
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ind^  as  umiaU  was  condeimied—the  man- 
don  bekig  an  old  one — to  the  haunted 
apartment  I  have,  as  a  grieat  modem  said^ 
fleen  too  many  ghosts  to  believe  in  them; 
so  betodc  myself  seriously  to  my  repose, 
InHed  by  the  wind  rastling  among  the 
Iime4rae^  the  bnmches  (rf*  which  chequer* 
ed  the  moonli^t  which  feil  on  the  floor 
through  the  diamonded  casement,  when, 
behold,  a  darker  shadow  interposed  itself^ 
and  I  behdd  visibly  on  the  floor  of  the 
apartment — — 

Gqaam.  The  White  Lady  of  Avenel^ 
I  sttf^pose?*— You  have  told  the  very  story 
before* 

Awlhor.  No— I  behdd  a  female  form 
with  round  mob-cap,  bib,  and  apron^ 
deeres  tucked  up  to  the  dbow,  a  dredg- 
ing-box  in  tbe  one  hand,  and  in  the  other 
a  sauce^Iadle.  I  eottduded^  of  course^ 
that  it  was  my  friend's  cook-maid  walk* 
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ing  in  her  sleep ;  and  as  I  knew  he  Bad 
it  value  for  Sally,  who  could  toss  »  pan* 
pake  with  any  girl  iit  the  county,  I  got 
yp  to  conduct  her  safely  to  the  door.  But 
as  I  approached  her,  she  said — *^  Hold; 
sir !  I  am  not  what  you  take  me  for;"—* 
wonls  which  seemed  so  apposite  to  the 
circumstancei^  that  I  should  not  have 
much  minded  them,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  peculiarly  hollow  sound  in  which  they 
were  uttered^— ^  Know  then,**  she  said  in 
the  same  unearthly  accents,  **  that  I  am 
the  spirit  of  Betty  Barnes.^—**  Who 
hanged  herself  for  love  of  the  stage-coach« 
man,'*  thought  I ;  ''  this  is  a  proper  spoi 
of  work.*"— <<'  Of  that  unhappy  Elizabeth 
or  Betty  Barnes,  long  cook-maid  to  Mt 
Warburton  the  painful  collector,  but  ah ! 
the  too  careless  custodier  of  the  largest 
collection  of  ancient  plays  ever  known— ^ 


V 

* 
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0f  most  of  which  the  titles  only  are  left 
to  gladden  the  Prologomena  of  the  Va** 
riorum  Shakespeare.  Yes,  stranger,  it 
was  these  iU-fated  hands  that  consigned 
to  grease  and  conflagration  the  scores  of 
smaU  quartos,  which,  did  they  now  exist, 
would  drive  the  whole  Boxburghe  Club 
out  of  their  senses— it  was  these  unhappy, 
pickers  and  stealers  that  singed  &t  fowls 
and  wiped  dirty  trenehera  with  the  lost 
woiks  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Mas^^ 
singer,  Jonson,  Webster — ^what  shall  I 
say  ?— «¥en  of  ShakespeiEU*e  himselC** 

Litke  every  dramatic  antiquary,  my  ar^ 
dent  curiosity,,  after  some  play  named  ia 
the  Book  of  tbe  Master  of  !Revels,  had  o£f 
ten  been  checked  by  finding  the  object  of 
jny  researdi  numbered  anuftigst  the  holo- 
caust of  victims  wlueh  this  unhappy  wo* 
man  had  aacrifited  to  the  God  of  Goo4 


XXXll      IKTBOBUCTOKY  £PISTL£« 

Cheer*    It  is  no  wender  then,  th 
the  Hermit  of  Ftoiell, 


I  btoke  the  bands  of  fear,  and  madly  cried, 

'  Y<m  casdeflB  jade  K— But  acano^  the  wvwda  hegfot, 

Wlien  Betty  liraxidiBh'd  high  her  aaocing-pan. 

'*  Beware,"  she  said,  ^^  jou  do  not,  by. 

your  ill-timed  ai^er,  out  oflp!  die  opportiw 

nity  I  yet  have  to  indemnify  the  worid 

for  the  errors  of  my  ignoraMe.    In  yon-* 

der  coal-hole,  not  used  for  many  a  year, 

repose  the  few  gvea^  and  blackened  finag^ 

ments  of  the  elder  Drama  wluoh  were  not 

totally  destroyed.  Botbouthen^'^Why, 

what  do  you  stare  at,  Captain  ?   By  my 

soul,  it  is  true;  as  my  friend  Major  LfOiig« 

bow  says,  ^  what  should  I  tell  you  a  lie 

for?" 

*   Captain.  Lie,  sir !  Niqr,  heaven  forbid  I 

dbould  apply  the  word  to  a  person  so  ve^ 

mcioa».    You  are  only  indined  to  chase 

your  tail  a  little  this  morning,  that's  all. 

1 
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Had  you  not  bettar  resorve  this  l^end  to 
fc^m  an  introduction  to  ^  Three  recover* 
ed  Dramas,'*  or  so  ? 

Author.  You  are  quite  right— Jhafaifs  a 
strange  thing,  myson.  I  had  forgot  whom 
I  was  speaking  to.  Yes,  Play  s  for  the  do- 
set,  not  f<^  the  stage-^ 

Ce^^am.  Bight,  and  so  you  are  sure  to 
be  acted ;  for  the  managers,  while  thou- 
sands cS^  Tcdunteers .  are  desirous  of  ser- 
ving them,  are  wonderfully  partial  to 
pressed  men. 

AvAor.  I  am  a  living  witness,  having 
been,  like  a  second  Laberius,  made,  a  dra- 
matist whether  I  would  or  not  I  be- 
lieve my  muse  would  be  T^srryfied  into 
treading  the  stage,  even  if  I  should  write 
a  setmon. 

Captain.  Truly,  if  you  did,  I  am  afraid 
folks  nu^t  make  a  &roe  of  it ;  and,  there- 
fore, should  you  change  your  style,  I  still 

VOL.  I.  c 
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advise  a  yolume  of  dramas  like  Lord  Bo- 
ron's. 

Author.  No,  his  lordship  is  a  cut  above 
me--*I  won't  run  my  horse  against  his,  if 
I  can  help  myself.  But  there  is  my  friend 
Allan  has  written  just  such  a  play  as  I 
might  write  myself,  in  a  very  sunny  day, 
and  with  one  of  Bramah's  extra  patent- 
pens.  I  cannot  make  neat  work  without 
such  appurtenances. 

Captain.  Do  you  mean  Allan  Ramsay? 

Autiwr.  No,  nor  Barbara  Allan  either. 
I  mean  Allan  Cunningham,  who  has  just 
published  his  tragedy  of  Sir  Marmaduke 
Maxwell,  full  of  merry-making  and  mur- 
dering, kissing  and  cutting  of  throats, 
and  passages  which  lead  to  nothing,  and 
which  are  very  pretty  passages  for  all 
that  Not  a  glimpse  of  probability  is 
there  about  the  plot,  but  so  much  anima* 
tion  in  particular  passages,  and  such  a 
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Teiil  of  poetry  through  the  whole,  as  I 
dearly  wish  I  could  infuse  into  my  Culi- 
nary Remains,  should  I  ever  be  tempted 
to  publish  them.  With  a  popular  impress, 
pec^e  would  read  and  admire  the  beau- 
ties of  Allaiv— as  it  is,  they  may  periiaps 
otily  Bote  his  defects«-or,  what  is  worse, 
not  note  him  at  all.  But  never  mind 
them,  honest  Allan ;  you  are  a  oredit  to 
Caledonia  for  all  that.«— *There  are  some 
lyrical  effusions  of  his  too,  which  yoo 
would  do  well  to  read.  Captain.  ^  It's 
hame,  and  it's  hame,**  is  equal  to  Bums. 
Captain.  I  will  take  the  hint  The 
dub  at  Kennaquhair  are  turned  fastidi- 
ous since  Catalani  viated  Uie  Abbey.  My 
*  Poortith  Cauld"  has  been  received  both 
poorly  and  coldly,  and  ^  theBanks  of  Bon- 
nie Doon"  have  been  positively  coughed 
down —  7}^mpofn  mntantur. 
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AuAcr.  They  cannot  stand  still,  they 
wiU  change  with  all  of  us.   What  then  ? 


'<  A  man's  a  man  for  a'  that" 

But  the  hour  of  parting  approaches. 

CaptaiM.  You  are  determined  to  pro^ 
oeed  then  in  your  own  system  ?  Are  you 
aware  that  an  unworthy  motive  may  be 
assigned  for  this  rapid  succession  of  pub- 
lication ?  You  will  be  supposed  to  work 
merely  for  the  lucre  of  gain. 

Author.  Supposing  that  I  did  permit 
the  great  advantages  which  must  be  de- 
rived from  success  in  literature,  to  join 
with  other  motives  in  indudng  me  to 
come  more  frequently  befcnre  the  pub- 
lic,-^that  emolument  is  the  voluntary 
tax  which  the  public  pays  for  a  certain 
species  of  literary  amusement — it  is  ex- 
torted from  no  on^  and  paid,  I  presume, 
by  those  only  who  can  afford  it,  and  who 
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leoeiTe  gratification  in  prc^Kirtioii  to  the 
expense.  If  the  capital  sum  which  these 
volumes  have  put  into  drculation  be  a 
very  large  one,  has  it  contributed  to  my 
indulgences  only?  or  can  I  not  say  to 
hundreds,  from  honest  Duncan  the  pa* 
per  manu&cturer,  to  the  most  snivdling 
of  the  printer's  devils,  ^JDidst  thou  not 
share?  Hadst  thou  not  fifteen  pence?" 
I  profess  I  think  our  modem  Athens 
mudi  obliged  to  me  fer  having  establish- 
ed such  an  extensive  manu&cture ;  and 
wh^i  universal  suffrage  comes  in  fiishion» 
I  intend  to  stand  for  a  seat  in  the  House 
on  the  interest  of  all  the  unwashed  artifi- 
cers connected  with  literature. 
.  Captain.  This  would  be  called  the  lan- 
guage of  a  calioo-manufi&cturer. 

Author.  Cant  again,  my  dear  son — there 
is  lime  in  this  sack  too — ^nothing  but  so- 
phistication in  this  world !  I  do  say  it, 
io  spite  of  Adam  Smith  and  his  follow- 
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ers,  that  a  raooessful  author  is  a  jNToduc- 
tive  labourer,  and  that  his  works  const!* 
tute  as  effectual  a  part  of  the  public 
wealth,  as  that  which  is  created  by  apj 
other  manufiicture.  If  a  new  commodity, 
having  an  actually  intrinsic  and  commer- 
cial value,  be  the  result  of  the  operation, 
why  are  the  author's  bales  of  books  to  be 
esteemed  a  less  profitable  part  of  the  pub- 
lie  stock  than  the  goods  of  any  other  ma- 
nufacturer ?  I  speak  with  reference  to 
the  diflPusion  of  the  wealth  arising  to  the 
public,  and  the  degree  of  industry  which 
even  such  a  trifling  work  as  the  present 
must  stimulate  and  reward,  before  the  vo- 
lumes leave  the  publisher's  shop.  With- 
out me  it  could  not  exist,  and  to  this  ex- 
tent I  am  a  benefactor  to  the  country. 
As  for  my  own  emolument,  it  is  won  by 
my  toil,  and  I  account  myself  answer- 
able to  Heaven  only  for  the  mode  in 
which  I  expend  it.  The  candid  may  hope 
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it  IS  not  all  dedicated  to  sdfiah  puipoaes ; 
and,  without  mudi  pretenaons  to  merit 
in  him  who  expends  it»  a  part  may  ^wan* 
der»  heavenrdirected,  to  the  poor." 

Q^pflain.  Yet  it  is  generally  held  hase 
to  writ^  from  the  mere  motive  of  gain. 

Author.  It  would  be  base  to  do  so  ezr 
dusivdy»  or  avien  to  make  it  a  principal 
motiTo  of  literary  exertion*  Nay,  I  will 
▼oiture  to  say*  that  no  w<»rk  of  imaguruu 
Hxm,  proeeedii^  from  the  mere  consider*- 
ation  of  a  certon  sum  of  copy-monqr, 
ever  did*  or  ever  will,  succeed.  So  the 
lawyer  who  pleads,  the  soldier  who  fights, 
the  physician  who  prescribes,  the  clergy* 
man-4f  such  thare  be—who  preaches, 
without  any  zeal  for  their  profession, 
or  without  any  sense  of  its  dignity,  and 
moely  on  account  of  their  fee,  pay,  or 
stipend,  degrade  themselves  to  the  rank 
of  sordid  mechanics.  Accordingly,  in  the 
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case  of  two  of  the  learned  ficulties  at 
least,  their  services  are  considered  as  un- 
appreciable,  and  are  acknowledged  not 
by  any  exact  estimate  of  the  services  ren- 
dered, but  by  a  honorarium,  or  voluntaiy 
acknowledgment  But  let  a  client  or  pa- 
tient make  the  experiment  of  omitting 
this  little  ceremony  of  fib  hoHor€MimB, 
which  is  censS  to  be  a  thing  entirely  out 
of  consideration  betweai  them,  and  mark 
how  the  learned  gentleman  will  look 
upon  his  case.  Cant  set  apart,  it  is  the 
same  thing  with  literary  emolument.  No 
man  of  sense,  in  any  rank'  of  life,  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  above  accepting  a  just  re- 
compence  for  his  time,  and  a  reasonable 
share  of  the  capital  which  owes  its  very 
existence  to  his  exertions.  When  Czar 
Peter  wrought  in  the  trenches,  he  took 
the  pay  of  a  common  soldier ;  and  nobles, 
statesmen,  and  divines,  the  most  distin- 
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guidied  of  their  time,  have  not  scorned 
to  square  accounts  with  their  bookseller. 
Captain.  {Smgs.) 

O  if  it  were  a  mean  thing. 
The  gentles  would  not  use  it ; 

And  if  it  were  ungodly. 
The  clergy  would  refuse  it. 

AuAor.  Tonsay  welL  But  no  man  of 
honour,  genius,  or  spirit,  would  make  the 
mere  love  of  gain  the  diief,  far  less  the 
only,  purpose  of  his  labours.  For  myself, 
I  am  not  displeased  to  find  the  game  a 
winning  one ;  yet  while  Ipleased  the  pub- 
lic, I  should  probably  continue  it  merely 
for  the  pleasure  of  playing ;  for  I  have  felt 
as  strongly  as  most  folks  that  love  of 
composition^  which  is  perhaps  the  strong- 
est of  all  instincts,  driving  the  author  to 
the  pen,  the  painter  to  the  pallet,  often 
without  either  the  chance  of  fame  or  the 
pmq)ect  of  reward.  Perhaps  I  have  said 
too  much  of  this.    I  might  perhaps,  with 
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as  much  truth  as  most  people,  exculpate 
niysdf  from  the  charge  of  being  either  of 
a  greedy  or  mercaiary  disposition ;  but  I 
am  not,  therefore,  hypocrite  enough  to 
disclaim  the  ordinary  motives,  on  account 
of  which  the  whole  world  around  me  is 
toiling  unremittingly,  to  the  sacrifice  of 
ease,  comfort,  health,  and  life.  I  do  not 
affect  the  disinterestedness  of  that  inge- 
nious association  of  gentlemen  mentioned 
by  Goldsmith,  who  sold  their  magariae 
for  sixpence  a*piece,  merely  for  their  own 
amusement 

Captain.  I  have  but  one  thing  more  to 
hint.— The  world  say  you  will  run  your, 
self  out 

Author.  The  world  say  true ;  and  what 
then?  When  they  dance  no  longer,  I 
will  no  longer  pipe ;  and  I  shall  not  want 
flappers  enough  to  remind  me  of  the  apo- 
plexy. 
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Captain.  And  wbat  will  beoome  of  us 
tbeo,  your  poor  family  ?  We  sball  fall  in- 
to conteikipt  and  oblivion. 

Afitkar.  Like  many  a  poor  fellow,  al- 
ready overwhelmed  with. the  number  of 
hb  fimily,  I  cannot  help  going  on  to  in- 
crease it—'*  Tis  my  vocation,  Hal."— * 
Suchof  yoU  as  deserve  oblivion— perhaps 
the  whole  of  you— may  be  consigned  to 
it  At  any  n1»,  you  have  been  read  in 
your  day,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said 
of  some  of  your  contemporaries,  of  less 
fortune  and  more  merit  They  cannot 
say  but  what  you  had  the  crown.  As  for 
myself,  I  shall  always  deserve,  at  least,  the 
unwiUing  tribute  which  Johnson  paid  to 
Churdiill,  when  he  said,  though  the  fel- 
low's genius  was  a  tree  which  bore  only 
crabsy  yet  it  was  prolific^  and  had  plenty 
of  fruit,  such  as  it  was.  It  is  always  some- 
thing to  have  engaged  the  public  atten- 
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tion  for  seven  years.  Had  I  only  written 
Waverley,  I  should  have  long  since  been, 
according  to  the  established  phrase,  '*  the 
ingenious  author  of  a  novel  much  admi- 
red at  the  time.*'  I  believe^  on  my  soul, 
that  the  reputation  of  Waverley  is  sustain- 
ed very  much  by  the  praises  of  those,  who 
may  be  inclined  to  prefer  that  tale  to  its 
raccessors. 

Co^iftMfi.  You  are  willing,  then,  to  bar- 
ter future  reputation  for  present  popu- 
larity? 

Author.  MeUora^ero.  Horace  him- 
self expected  not  to  survive  in  all  his 
works— -I  may  hope  to  live  in  some  of 
mine; — non  omnis mortar .  It  is  some  con- 
solation to  reflect,  that  the  best  authors 
in  all  countries  have  been  the  most  volu- 
minous ;  and  it  has  often  happened,  that 
those  who  have  been  best  received  in  their 

own  time,  have  also  continued  to  be  ac- 
ts 
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oeptaUe  to  posterity.  I  do  not  think  so 
in  of  &e  present  generation,  as  to  sup- 
pose that  its  present  &Tour  necessarily  in* 
fen  future  condemnation. 

Qq^tain.  Were  all  to  act  on  sudi  prin- 
ciples, the  public  would  be  inundated. 

Author.  Once  more,  my  dear  son,  be- 
ware of  cant.  Tou  speak  as  if  the  public 
woe  obliged  to  read  books  merely  because 
they  are  printed— your  friends  the  book- 
sellers would  thank  you  to  make  the  prc^ 
positicm  good.  The  most  serious  grie- 
vance att^iding  sudi  inundations  as  you 
talk  of  is,  that  they  make  rags  dear.  The 
multiplidty  of  puUications  does  the  pre- 
sent age  no  harm,  and  may  greatiy  ad- 
vantage that  which  is  to  succeed  us. 

Captain.  I  do  not  see  how  that  is  to 
happen. 

Author.  The  complaints  in  the  time 
of  Elizabeth  and  James,  of  the.  alarming 
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fertility  of  the  press,  were  as  load  as  they 
are  at  present — jet  look  at  the  shore  over 
which  the  inundation  of  that  age  flowed, 
and  it  resembles  now  the  Rich  Strand  of 
the  Faery  Queen—^ 


BestrewM  all  with  rich  nraj. 


Of  pearl  and  preciooi  itonet  of  great  aaaiy ; 
And  all  the  gravel  mix'd  with  golden  ore. 

Believe  me,  that  even  in  the  most  ne- 
glected  works  of  the  present  age,  the  next 
may  discover  treasures. 

Captain.  Some  books  will  defy  all  aU 
chemy. 

Author.  They  will  be  but  few  in  num- 
ber ;  since,  as  for  writers,  who  are  possess- 
ed of  no  merit  at  all,  unless  indeed  they 
publish  their  works  at  their  own  expense, 
like  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  their  power 
of  annoying  the  public  will  be  soon  limit- 
ed by  the  difficulty  of  finding  undertaking 
booksellers. 
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Cttptam.  You  are  incorrigible.  Are 
there  no  bounds  to  your  audacity  ? 

Author.  There  are  the  sacred  and  eter- 
nal boundaries  of  honour  and  virtue.  My 
course  is  like  the  enchanted  chamber  of 
Britomart —        * 

Where  as  she  lobkM  about,  she  did  behold 
How  oiver  that  same  door  was  likewiae  writ, 
Bt  Bold^Be  Bold,  and  every  where  Be  Bold. 
Whereat  ahe  masedi  and  could  not  construe  it ; 
kt  last  she  spied  at  that  room's  upper  end 
Another  iron  door,  on  whidi  was  writ-* 
Bb  hot  too  Bold. 

Captain.  Well,  you  must  take  the  risk 
of  proceeding  on  your  own  principles. 

AmAct.  Do  you  act  on  yours,  and  take 
care  you  do  not  stay  idling  here  till  the 
dinner  hour  is  over.— I  will  add  this  work 
to  your  patrimony,  valeai  quantum. 

Here  our  dialogue  terminated;  for  a 
little  sooty-faced  Apollyon  from  the  Ca* 
nongate  came  to  demand  the  proof-sheet 
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on  the  part  of  Mr  MCorkindale ;  and  I 
heard  Mr  C.  rebuking  Mr  F.  in  another 
compartment  of  the  same  labyrinth  I  have 
described,  for  suflfering  any  one  to  pene- 
trate so  &r  into  the  penetralia  of  tfadr 
temple. 

I  leave  it  to  you  to  form  your  own  opi- 
nion concerning  the  import  of  this  dia- 
logue, and  I  cannot  but  believe  I  shall 
meet  the  wishes  of  our  common  parent 
in  prefixing  this  letter  to  the  work  which 
it  concerns. 

I  am,  reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
Very  sincerely  and  affectionately 
Yours,  &c.  &C. 

CUTHBERT  ClUTTERBUCK. 
Kennaqukair,  1st  April,  1822. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Nov  9toi  Mid  Bn^iili  ne  agreed. 

And  Saondcn  hattcf  to  oom  the  Tweed, 

Where,  aucfa  the  ipleDdours  that  attend  him, 

Hk  veiy  mother  eeaice  hjMl  kemi*d  hfan. 

Hie  metamorpboeif  behold. 

Pram  Ghtfgow  fiieze  to  doth  of  gold ; 

Hie  back-evdid  vidi  the  inn  Ult, 

To  npiet  &irlj  hatch*d  and  gilt ; 

Wae  ever  aeen  a  gallant  braTer  I 

Hie  voy  boonet't  gnnm  a  bcftver. 

J%e  R^/brmaiiim, 

The  long-continued  hostilities  which  had  for 
centuries  divided  the  south  and  the  north  divi- 
sons  of  the  Island  of  Britain,  had  been  happily 
tenninated  by  the  succesrion  of  the  pacific  James 
I.  to  the  English  crown.  But  although  the  uni- 
ted crown  of  England  and  Scotland  was  worn  by 
the  same  individual,  it  required  a  long  lapse  of 
time,  and  the  succession  of  more  than  one  gene- 
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radon,  ere  the  inveterate  national  prejudices 
which  had  so  long  existed  betwixt  the  sister 
kingdoms  were  removed,  and  the  subjects  of  ei- 
ther side  of  the  Tweed  brought  to  regard  those 
upon  the  other  bank  as  friends  and  as  brethren. 

These  prejudices  were,  of  course,  most  inve- 
terate during  the  reign  of  King  James.  The 
English  subjects  accused  him  of  partiality  to 
those  of  his  ancient  kingdom  ;  while  the  Scots, 
with  equal  injustice,  charged  him  with  having 
forgotten  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  with  ne- 
glecting those  early  fnends  to  whose  allegiance 
he  had  been  so  much  indebted. 

The  temper  of  the  Sing,  peaceable  even  to  ti- 
midity, inclined  him  perpetually  to  interfere  as 
mediator  amongst  the  contending  factions,  whose 
brawls  disturbed  the  court.  But  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  precautions,  historians  have  recorded 
many  instances  where  the  mutual  hatred  of  two 
nations,  who,  after  bang  enemies  for  a  thou- 
sand years,  had  been  so  very  recently  united, 
broke  forth  with  a  fury  which  menaced  a  ge- 
neral convulaon ;  and,  spreading  from  the  high* 
est  to  the  lowest  classes,  as  it  occasioned  de- 
bates in  council  and  parliament,  factions  in  the 
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ooiirt,  «nd  dads  among  the  gentry,  was  no  lot 
pfoductive  of  liott  and  brawb  amongst  those  of 
the  lower  oiders. 

While  these  heart-burnings  were  at  the  high- 
est, there  flourished  in  the  city  of  London  an  in- 
genious, but  whimsical  and  self-o|miioned  me- 
dianic,  mueh  deroted  to  abstract  studies,  Barid 
Bamsvjr  by  name,  who,  whether  reocmmiended 
fay  Us  great  skill  in  his  profession,  as  the  court- 
iers  alleged,  or,  as  was  murmured  among  his 
neighboun,  by  hb  birth-place,  in  the  goodtown 
of  Dalkeith,  near  £dinbuq;fa,  held  in  Jameses 
household  the  post  of  maker  of  watches  and  ho- 
rologes  to  his  Majesty.  He  scorned  not,  how- 
ever, to  keep  open  shqp  within  Temple-Bar,  a 
few  yards  to  the  eastward  of  Saint  Dunstan^s 
Church* 

The  ahop  of  a  London  tradesman  at  that  time, 
as  it  may  be  supposed,  was  something  very  dif- 
ferent fiom  those  we  now  see  in  the  same  loca- 
lly. The  gtx>ds  were  exposed  to  sale  in  cases, 
<Mily  defended  firom  the  weather  by  a  covering  of 
canvas,  and  the  whole  xesemUed  the  stalls  and 
booths  now  erected  for  the  temporary  accmmno* 
dstion  of  dealers  at  a  country  fiur,  rather  than  the 


6  THE  FORTUNES  OF  KIGEL. 

establishedemporiumofaiespectablecitisen.  But 
most  of  the  shopkeepers  of  note,  and  David  Raift* 
say  amongst  others^  had  their  booth  connected 
with  a  small  apartment  which  opened  backward 
from  it,  and  bore  the  same  resemblanee  to  the 
front  shop  that  Robinson  Crusoe^s  cavern  did 
to  the  tent  which  he  erected  before  it.     To  this 
Master  Hamsay  was  often  accustomed  to  retreat 
to  the  labour  of  his  abstruse  calculations ;  for  be 
aimed  at  improvement  and  discoveries  in  his  own 
art,  and  sometimes  pushed  his  researches,  like 
Napier,  and  other  mathematicians  of  the  period, 
into  abstract  science.    When  thus  engaged,  he 
left  the  outer  posts  of  his  commercial  establish- 
ment to  be  maintained  by  two  stout-bodied  and 
strong-voiced  ieipprentices,  who  kept  up  the  cry 
of,  ''  What  d^e  lack  P  what  d^ye  lack  ?^  accom- 
panied with  the  appropriate  recommendations  of 
the  articles  in  which  they  dealt.  This  direct  and 
personal  application  for  custom  to  those  who  chan- 
ted to  pass  by,  is  now,  we  believe,  limited  to  Mon- 
mouth Street,  (if  it  still  exists  even  in  that  reposi- 
tory of  andent  garments,)  under  the  guardianship 
of  the  scattered  remnant  of  Israel.    But,  at  the 
time  we  are  speaking  of,  it  was  practised  alike  by 


TH£  FOIITU1IS8  OF  KTGKU  7 

■ 

Jew  and  GrentUe,  and  served^  iostead  of  all  our 
pveient  newspaper  puffs  and  advertisements^  to 
BoUcit  the  attention  of  the  public  in  general,  and 
of  fnends  in  particular,  to  the  unrivalled  excel- 
leooe  of  the  goods,  which  they  offiqued  to  sale  upon 
snch  easy  terms,  that  it  mi^t  fairly  appear  that 
the  venders  had  rather  a  view  to  the  general  aer- 
vice  of  the  public,  than  to  th^  own  particular 

advantage* 

The  verbal  prodaimers  of  the  excellence  of 
thor  commodities,  had  this  advantage  over  those 
who,  in  the  present  day,  use  the  public  papers 
ibr  the  same  purpose,  that  they  could  in  many 
cases  adapt  their  address  to  the  peculiar  appear* 
ance  and  apparent  taste  of  the  passengers.  [This, 
as  we  have  said,  was  also  the  case  in  Monmouth 
Street  in  our  remembrance.  We  have  ourselves 
been  reminded  of  the  defidencies  of  oilr  femond 
haUltments,  and  exhorted  upon  that  score  to  fit 
oundves  more  beseemingly ;  but  this  is  a  digrtes. 
tioo.]  This  direct  and  pefsoiyd  mode  of  invita^ 
tion  to  customers  became,  however,  a  dangerous 
tonptation  to  the  young  wags  who  were  employed 
in  the  task  of  solidt4tion  during  the  absence  of  the 
prindpal  person  interested  in  the  traiRc ;  and,  con. 
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tiding  in  tMr  nwiiberft  ud  mic  waon^^  *prei^ 
tioes  of  London  wem  often  reduced  into  taking 
Kbertkft  with  die  pMsengers^  Mid  ^xerasing  their 
wit  at  the  expettoe  of  those  whom  diej  had  no 
iMpes  of  eonm^ng  into  cusfeomefs  by  tiieir  tl». 
qiwnoe.  If  this  wis  leMited  by  any  act  of  Tio- 
fanoe,  the  inn^ades  of  each  diop  w&ce  ready  to 
pour  forth  in  ftuceour ;  and^  in  the  words  of  an 
old  acHDig  which  Dr  Johnson  was  used  to  faiim^-* 

^  Up  then  rope  the  'prentioeB  allj 
Utii^  in  London^  both  proper  and  talL** 

Desperate  liots  tof ten  arose  on  aubh  oocsrion% 
eipecially  when  the  Temfdan^  or  other  yondts 
connected  with  the  aristocrMy,  were  insulted,  «t 
coBoeived  themsdres  to  be  so«  Upon4Nich  oo* 
casions,  bare  steel  was  ivequendy  opposed  to  the 
dufaaof  iIk  dtiaens,  and  death  frequestiy  e^. 
sued  on  both  sides.  The  tardy  and  inefident 
pohce  of  the  time  had  no  other  resource  than 
by  the  Alderman  of  the  ward  calling  out  tbe 
housdiolderB,  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  strife  by 
oTerpowering  nmnbers,  as  the  Capulets  and  Moo. 
tagues  are  separated  upon  the  stage. 

At  the  period  when  such  was  the  universal 


THE  FOETt7NX8  OF  VI6KL.  9 

• 

custom  of  the  most  respectable,  as  weU  <s  the 
most  mocmfliderable  shopkeepers  in  London,  Da^- 
ynd  Ramsay,  upon  the  evening  to  which  we  so- 
&k  tlie  attention  of  the  reader,  rawing  to  more 
abetriBie  and  private  labours,  left  the  admini- 
stradon  of  his  outer  shop,  or  booth,  to  the 
afiiresaid  sharp,  active,  able-bodied,  and  wett- 
voiced  apprentioeB,  namely,  Jenkin  Vincent  and 
Frank  TnnstalL 

Vinoeat  had  been  educated  at  the  excellent 
fbundaiion  of  Chri8t''s  Churdi  Hospital,  and  was 
bred,  tharefore,  as  well  as  bom,  a  Londoner, 
wifh  all  the  peculiar  acuteness  and  address,  and 
audacity,  which  bel<mg  peculiarly  to  the  youth 
of  a  metropolis.  He  was  now  about  twenty  years 
old,  sfa<^  in  «taiture,  but  remarkably  strong 
made,  eminent  for  his  feats  upon  holidays  at  the 
foot-baD,  and  other  gymnastic  exercises ;  scarce 
rtvaUed  in  the  broad-sword  play,  though  hither- 
to only  exerdsed  in  the  form  of  single-stick ;  he 
knew  every  lane,  blind  alley',  and  sequestered 
oocnt  of  the  ward,  better  than  his-Catediism ; 
was  alike  active  in  Us  master's  affairs,  and  in  his 
own  adventures  of  fun  and  mischief ;  and  so  ma- 
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naged  matters,  that  the  credit  he  acquired  by 
the  former  bore  him  out,  or.  at  least  served  for 
his  apology,  when  the  latter  pr(^n«ty  led  hiQi 
into  scrapes,  of  which,  however,  it  is  but  fair  to 
state,  that  they  had  hitherto  inferred  nothing 
mean  or  discreditable.  Some  aberrations  there 
were,  which  David  Ramsay,  his  master,  endea- 
voured to  reduce  to  regular  order  when  he  dis- 
covered them,  and  others  which  he  winked  at, 
suppofflng  them  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
escapement  of  a  watch,  which  disposes  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  the  extra  power  of  that  inecha- 
nical  impulse  which  puts  the  whole  in  motion. 

The  physiognomy  of  Jin  Vin,  by  which  ab- 
breviation he  was  familiarly  known  through  the 
ward,  corresponded  with  the  sketch  we  have 
given  of  his  character.  His  head,  upon  which 
his  prentice's  flat  cap  was  generally  flung  in  a 
careless  and  oblique  fashion,  was  closely  covered 
with  thick  hair  of  raven  black,  which  curled  na- 
turally and  closely,  and  would  have  grown  to 
great  length,  but  for  the  modest  custom  enjoin- 
ed by  his  state  of  life,  and  strictly  enforced  by 
his  master,  which  compelled  him  to  keep  it  shorU 
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cnqqied,— oot  unreluctantly^  as  be  looked  with 
enyy  on  the  flowing  ringlets,  in  which  the  courtiers 
and  aristocratical  students  of  the  neighbouring 
Temple  began  to  indulge  themsdves,  as  marks 
of  superiority  and  of  gentility.  Yincenf  s  eyes 
were  deep  aet  in  his  head,  of  a  strong  vivid  black, 
full  of  fire,  roguery,  and  intelligence,  and  con- 
veying a  humorous  expression,  even  while  be  was 
uttering  the  usual  small-talk  of  his  trade,  as  if 
he  ridiculed  those  who  were  disposed  to  give  any 
weight  to  his  common-places.  He  had  address 
enough,  however,  to  add  little  touches  of  his 
own,  which  gave  a  turn  of  drollery  even  to  this 
ordinary  routine  of  the  booth ;  and  the  alacrity 
of  his  manner— his  ready  and  obvious  wish  to 
oblige — his  intelligence  and  civility,  when  he 
thought  civility  necessary,  made  him  a  universal 
favourite  with  his  rooster^s  customers.  His  fea- 
turies  were  far  from  regular,  for  his  libse  was 
flattish,  has  mouth  tending  to  the  laiger  rize, 
and  his  complexion  inclining  to  be  more  dark 
than  was  then  thought  consisteut  with  mascu- 
line beauty.  But  then,  in  despite  of  his  ha- 
viiig  alwaya  breathed  the  air  of  a  crowded  city, 
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bis  oomplexion  had  the  ruddy  and  manly  cxpres- 
rion  of  redundant  health;  his  tumed-up  noae 
gave  an  air  of  spirit  and  raiUery  to  what  he  said^ 
and  seconded  the  laugh  of  his  eyes,  and  his  wide 
mouth  was  garnished  with  a  paiir  of  well-formed 
and  well-coloured  lips,  which,  when  he  laughed^ 
disclosed  a  range  of  teeth  strong  and  well  set, 
and  as  white  as  the  very  pearl.  Sudi  was  the 
elder  apprentice  of  David  Ramsay,  watdi-maker, 
and  constructor  of  horologes,  to  his  Most  Sacred 
Majesty  James  T* 

Jenkin^s  companion  was  the  younger  appren- 
tice, though,  perhaps,  he  might  be  the  elder  of 
the  two  in  years.  At  any  rate  he  was  of  a  much 
more  staid  and  composed  temper.  Francis  Tun- 
stall  was  of  that  ancient  and  proud  descent,  who 
claimed  the  style  of  the  **  unstained  ;**  because, 
amid  the  various  chances  of  the  long  and  bloody 
wars  of  the  Roses,  they  had,  with  undeviating 
faith,  followed  the  House  of  Lancaster,  to  which 
they  had  originally  attached  themselves.  The 
meanest  sprig  of  such  a  tree  attached  importance 
to  the  root  from  which  he  derived  himself;  and 
Tunstall  was  supposed  to  nourish  in  secret  a  pro- 
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portiiin  of  that  fiunily  pride,  idiidi  bad  extorted 
tears  fiom  hb  widowed  and  almost  indigeiit  hmv 
ther,  when  flhe  saw  bervdf  oUiged  to  oonagQ  bim 
to  a  line  of  life,  iiifcpri<«,  $9  ber  prejiidioes  8ug« 
gested,  to  the  course  held  by  hui  progeiwton. 
Tet,  with  all  this  aristocratic  prgudioe,  his  loaa* 
ter  found  the  welUbom  youth  more  docile^  r«^gu- 
kr,  and  stanctly  attentiTe  to  his  duty,  than  bis 
fiur  more  active  and  alert  comrade.  Tunstallalso 
grstified  hb  master  by  the  particular  attention 
which  he  seemed  disposed  to  bestow  on  the  ah* 
stmct  principles  of  science  connected  with  the 
tnide  which  he  was  bound  to  study,  the  limits 
of  which  were  daily  enlarged  with  the  increase 
of  mathematical  scieoce.  Vincent  beat  hb  com-* 
panion  beyond  the  distance-post,  in  every  thing 
like  the  practical  adq>tation  of  thorough  practice 
in  the  dexterity  of  hand  necessary  to  execute  the 
mechanical  branches  of  the  art,  and  double-dis* 
tanoed  him  in  all  respecting  the  conunercisl  af- 
finis  of  the  shop.  Still  David  Ramsay  was  wont 
to  say,  that  if  Vincent  knew  how  to  do  a  thing 
tile  better  of  the  two,  Tunstall  was  much  better 


•• 
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acquainted  with  the  prindpleB  on  which  it  ought 
to  be  done ;  and  he  sometimes  objected  to  the  lat- 
ter, that  he  knew  critical  excellence  too  well  ever 
to  be  satisfied  with  practical  mediocrity. 

ThedispodtioD  of  TunslaU  was  shy,  as  weU  as 
studious ;  and  though  perfectly  civil  and  obliging, 
he  never  seemed  to  feel  himself  in  his  place  while 
he  went  through  the  duties  of  the  shop.  He  was 
tall  and  handsome,  with  fair  hair,  and  well-formed 
limbs,  good  features,  light  blue  eyes,  well  open- 
ed, a  straight  Grecian  nose,  an4  a  countenance 
which  expressed  both  good  humour  and  intdli« 
gence,  but  qualified  by  a  gravity  unsuitable  to 
his  years,  and  which  almost  amounted  to  dejec- 
tion. He  lived  on  the  best  terms  with  his  com- 
panion, and  readily  stood  by  him  whenever  he 
was  engaged  in  any  of  the  frequent  skirmishes, 
which,  as  we  have  already  observed,  often  dis- 
turbed the  city  of  London  about  this  period.  But, 
though  Tunstall  was  allowed  to  understand  quar- 
ter-staff, (the  weapon  of  the  North  country,)  in 
a  superior  degree,  and  though  he  was  naturally 
both  strong  and  active,  his  interference  in  such 
affrays  seemed  always  matter  of  necessity  ;  and. 
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as  he  neyer  Toluntarily  joined  either  their  brawls 
or  thor  sports,  he  held  a  far  lower  place  in 
the  o{nDion  of  the  youth  of  the  ward  than  his 
hearty  and  actire  friend  Jin  Vin.     Nay,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  interest  made  for  his  comrade^ 
by  the  intercession  of  Vincent,  Tunstall  would 
have  stood  some  chance  of  being  altogether  ex« 
duded  firom  the  society  of  his  contemporaries  of 
the  same  condition,  who  called  him,  in  scorn,  the 
Cavalieio  Cuddy,  and  the  Grentle  TunstalL  On 
the  other  hand,  the  lad  himself,  deprived  of 
the  fresh  air  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up, 
and  foregoing  the  exerdse  to  which  he  had  been 
£Dnnerly  accustomed,  while  the  inhaUtant  of  his 
native  mansion,  lost  gradually  the  freshness  of 
faiB  oomfdexion,  and,  without  exhibiting  any 
formal  symptoms  of  disease,  grew  more  thin  and 
pale  as  he  grew  older,  and  at  length  exhibited 
the  appearance  of  indifferent  health,  without  any 
thmg  of  the  habits  and  complaints  of  an  invalid, 
excq^cing  a  disposition  to  avoid  society,  and  to 
spend  his  leisure  timein  private  study,  rather  than 
mingle  in  the  sports  of  his  companions,  or  even 
resort  to  the  theatres,  then  the  general  rendezvous 
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of  hb  dass;  wbere»  aooording  to  hig^  aut 

they  fought  for  half-bitten  apples,  cncked  nuts, 

and  filled  the  upper  gaUeiy  with  their  damouffs. 

Such  weve  the  two  ymths  who  called  Da^id 
Baoisay  master,  and  with  boUi  of  whom  he  used 
toiretfroin  oaomijig  till  i%ht,  asth^peeuKari* 
ties  interfered  with  his  own,  or  with  theqiiietaiid 
beneficial  course  of  his  traffic, 

ypon  the  whole,  however,  the  youths  weie 
attached  to  thdr  master,  and  be,  a  good*««M^ 
red,  though  an  absent  and  whimsical  man,  was 
scarce  less  so  to  them ;  and,  when  alittle  waro^ 
ed  with  wine  at  an  oocawnal  junketting,  he 
used  to  boast,  in  his  northern  dialect,  of  his 
<<  twa  bonnie  lads,  and  the  looks  that  the  court 
ladies  threw  at  them  when  viating  hia  shop  in 
their  caroches^  when  on  a  frolic  into  the  city.^ 
But  David  Bamsay  never  fuled  at  the  same 
time  to  draw  up  his  own  tall,  thin,  lathy  skeleUm, 
extend  his  lean  jaws  into  an  alarming  grin,  and 
indicate,  by  a  nod  of  his  yardJong  visage,  and  a 
twinkle- of  his  little  grey  eye,  that  there  might 
be  more  faces  in  Fleet-Street  worth  looking  at 
than  those  of  Frank  and  Jenkin.    His  old  ne^gb- 


boar^  Wkbw  SiflineM  the  RiopitreM^  wlio  h«l 
«rvcd*Bi  her  day  the  ireiy  tifMop  feVdlere  <lf 
the  Templei  irith  tfifft,  cuHb,  imd  hmist  dit^ 
tiiifpiuhed  aeere  deeply  die  scut  «f  attention  pnd 
I17  the  f enudes  of  qtudky  who  ier  rq^nkriy  Tiat. 
tdDwridlbmaij'iish^ptoiteinttfltes.  <«Thehoy 
Vrmak^'^  Ae^AxnOtdf  •<oaed  to  attiMt^  attend 
tioD  of  the  youBg  ladies,  ae  hating  aomething 
gnde  and  downeaat  in  his  loohe;  hat  then  ly 
eoold  not  better  huttidri  fhr  the  poor  y oath  had 
no»  n  ^iMi  to  throw  at  a  ddgi  Now  Jin  Yid 
was  so  ftdl  of  his  jibes  and  his  jeers,  and  so  witt^ 
ing,  and  so  ready,  and  so  serviceable,  and  so 
nsumerly  all  die  while;  Widi  his  step  that  sprung 
like  a  bnek^s  m  Eppiag  Forest,  and  Ini  eye  dmt 
twinkled  as  Maek  mi  a  gips^s^  ^at  nc^  woman 
who  knew  the  world  would  make  a  tottparison 
betwixt  the  hida^  As  fbr  poor  n^ghboiir  Baxna^ 
lambtMf  the  man,"*  she  said,  ^  wstf  acivil  tieigfa* 
boar,  and  a.leanMi  ttfan,  doUbdeis,  and  might 
be  a  fidi  man,  if  he  had  connatuMk  sense  to  back 
hb  leamif^  $  and  doubtless^  for  a  Soot,  neigh« 
boor  Baauay  was  ilodlhig  df  a  bod  man ;  but 
he  was  so  oonstanUy  grimed  with  smoke,  gHded 

TOL«  I.  B 
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with  blrass  filings^  and  smeared  with  lampjilack 
'{iDd  oil,  that  Dame  Simmons  judged  it  would  re» 
jquire  his  whole  shop  full  of  watches  to  induce 
any  fea^ble  woman  to  touch  the  said  neighbour 
Samsay  with  any  thing  save  a  pair  of  tongs.^ 

A  still  higher  authority,  Dame  Ursula,  wife 
to  Benjamin  Suddlechops  the  barber,  was  of 
exactly  the  same  opinion. 

Such  were,  in  natural  qualities  and  public  es* 
timatioQ,  the  two  youths,  who,  in  a  fine  April 
^ay,  having  €rst  rendered  their  dutiful  service 
and  attendance  on  the  table  of  their  master  and 
his  daughter,  at  their  dinner  at  one  o^clock— « 
Such,  O  ye  lads  of  Loudon,  was  the  severe  dis« 
cipline  undergone  by  your  predecessors — and 
having  regaled  themselves  upon  the  fragments, 
in  company  witb  two  female  domestics,  one  a 
cook,  and  maid  of  all  work,  the  other  called 
distress  Mai^garet^s  maid,  now  relieved  thdr 
master  in  the  duty  of  the  outward  shop ;  and, 
agreeable  to  the  established  custom,  were  solidt- 
ing,  by  their  entreaties  and  recommendations  of 
their  master^s  manufacture,  the  attention  and  en- 
couragement of  the  passengers* 
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'  In  this  spedes  of  service  it  may  be  eanly  sup- 
posed that  Jenkin  ViBoent  left  his  more  reserved 
md  bashful  comrade  far  in  the  back-ground. 
The  latter  could  only  articulate  with  difficulty, 
and  SB  an  act  of  duty  which  he  was  rather 
of  disdiarging,  the  established  words  of 
>«  What  d^ye  lack  ?— What  d>e  lack  ?_ 
Clocks— watches— bamades  ?— What  d^e  lack  ? 
— Watdies — clocks — bamades  ?— What  d'ye 
hck,  sir  ?  What  d*y e  lack,  madam  F— barnacles, 
watc&es^  dodiS'?^ 

But  this  dull  and  dry  iteiatiou,  however  varied 
by  diversity  of  verbal  arrangement,  sounded  flat 
when  mingled  with  the  rich  and  recommenda- 
tory onitoiy  of  the  bold-faced,  deep-mouthed, 
and  ready-witted  Jenkin  Vincent  ^  What  d^jre 
lack,  DoUe  sir?— •What  d^ye  lack,  beauteous 
asadam  J^  he  said,  in  a  tone  at  once  bold  and 
aooChing,  which  often  wtfs  so  applied  as  both 
to  gratify  the  persons  addressed,  and  to  ex- 
dte  a  smile  from  other  hearers.  ^  Grod  bless 
your  reverence,""  to  a  beneficed  clergyman ;  *'  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  have  blinded  your  reve- 
rence'*s  eyes — ^Buy  a  pair  of  David  Bamsay^s  bar- 
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nodes?  The  King,  God  ble»  hia  Saeriod  Ma- 
jesty,  never  reads  Hebrew  or  Greek  without 
them.^ 

*'  Are  you  wdl  aviaed  of  that  ?^  said  a  ht 
panon  from  the  Vale  of  Evesham.  <<  Nay»  if 
the  Head  of  the  Church  wears  them^  God  bleas 
his  Sacred  Majesty,  I  will  try  what  they  can  do 
for  me ;  for  I  have  not  been  aUe  to  distinguish 
one  Hebrew  letter  from  another,  sinoe  I  cannot 
remember  the  time— when  I  had  a  bad  fevec. 
Chuse  me  a  pair  of  his  most  Sacred  Majesty^ 
own  wearing,  my  good  youth*** 

**  This  is  a  pair,  and  please  your  revereno^** 
said  Jenkins,  producing  a  pair  of  spectades  which 
he  touched  with  an  air  of  great  deferenoe  and  re- 
spect, *'  whtdi  his  most  blessed  Mi^esty  plaoed 
this  day  three  weeks  on  his  own  blessed  noae, 
and  would  have  kept  them  for  his  own  ssBsed 
use,  but  that  the  setting  being,  as  your  reve- 
rence sees,  of  the  purest]^,  was^  as  his  Sacied 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  say,  fitter  fiir  a  Usbop 
tlum  for  a  secular  prince.** 

<'  His  Sacred  Majesty  the  King^**said  the  wor- 
thy divine^  <^  was  ever  a  very  Daniel  in  Us 
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]iad^;inflit ;  ^ve  m^  tbe  bwraackfly  my  good 
TPodiy  and  whocan  aay  vhat  nose  they  may  b6-. 
Unde  in  tipo  yean  lienoe.  Our  ne^arend  broClier 
of  GloucaiCar  waxas  in  yaaia.^  He  then  pulled 
ont  hia  puiae^  paid  for  the  spectacles,  and  left 
the  shop  with  even  a  more  important  step  than 
thst  which  had  paused  to  enter  it 

M  For  abame/  said  Tnnstall  to  his  compa- 
niaa;  '<  these  i^iaatea  will  never  soit  one  of  his 


**  You  are  a  fool,  Frank,^  said  Vincent  in  re^ 
plj;  **  had  the  good  doctor  wished  glasses  to 
iomI  widi,  be  would  have  tried  them  before  buy- 
11^  He  d<Bes  not  want  to  look  through  them 
Unisdfy  and  these  will  serve  the  purpose  of  being 
looked  at  by  other  folks,  as  well  as  the  best  mag- 
Si&tB  in  the  ahop.— What  d^'ye  lack  P"  he  cried, 
nnuning  his  solidtadons.  *'  Minors  for  your 
taOette,  my  pretty  madam;  yoor  head-gear  is 
ametfaii^  awry-^ity,  since  it  is  so  well  fan- 
cied.* The  woman  stopped  and  bought  a  mir- 
nr^««  What  d'^ye  lack  ?-— a  watch,  Master  Ser- 
JMotF— a  watch  that  will  go  as  steady  and  true  as 
your  own  eloquence  ?^ 
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**  Hold  your  peace,  sir,^  answered  the  Knight 
of  the  Coif,  who  was  dititurbed  by  Viii*8  address 
whilst  in  deep  consultation  with  an  eminent  at- 
torneys *^  hold  your  peace  I  You  are  the  loudest- 
tongued  varlet  betwixt  the  Devil^s  Tavem  and 
Guildhall.'' 

**  A  watch,**  reiterated  the  undaunted  Jen* 
kin,  '*  that  shall  not  lose  thirteen  minutes  in  a 
thirteen  yeard'  law-suit. — He's  out  of  hearing-— 
A  watch  with  four  wheels  and  a  bar-movement-^ 
a  watch  that  shall  tell  you.  Master  Poet,  how  long 
the  patience  of  the  audience  will  endureyour  fiext 
piece  at  the  Black  BulL"  The  bard  laughed,  and 
fumbled  in  the  pocket  of  his  slops  till  he  chased 
into  a  comer,  and  fairly  caught,  a  small  piece  of 
coin. 

'*  Here  is  a  tester  to  cherish  thj  wit,  good 
boy,*'  he  said. 

*•  Gramercy,'*  said  Vin ;  "  at  the  next  play  of 
yours  I  will  bring  down  a  set  of  roaring  boys 
that  shall  make  all  the  critics  in  the  pit,  and  the 
gallants  on  the  stage,  civil,  or  else  the  curtain 
shall  smoke  for  it.*^ 
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*'  Now,  that  I  call  mean;^  said  Tunstall,  <<  ta 
take  the  poor  rfaymer'^s  money,  who  has  so  little 
left  behind." 

**  You  are  an  owl,  once  again,^^  said  Vincent ; 
^  if  he  has  nothing  left  to  buy  cheese  and  hu 
dishes,  he  will  only  dine  a  day  the  sooner  with 
some  patron  or  some  player,  for  that  is  his  fate 
fire  days  out  of  the  seven.  It  is  unnatural  that  a 
poet  should  pay  for  his  own  pot  of  beer  ;•  I  witt 
drink  his  tester  for  him,  to  save  fiim  from  such 
shame ;  and  when  his  third  night  comes  roundy 
he  shall  have  pennyworths  for  his  coin,  I  pro- 
mise you.— -But  here  comes  another  guess-cus- 
tomer. Look  at  that  strange  fellow — see  how  he 
gapes  at  every  shop,  as  if  he  would  swallow  the 
ware&— O !  Saint  Dunstan  has  caught  his  «ye ; 
pray  God  he  swallow  not  the  images.  See  how  he 
stands  astonished,  as  old  Adam  and  £ve  ply  their 
ding-dong !  Come,  Frank,  thou  art  a  scholar ; 
construe  me  that  same  fellow,  with  his  blue  cap 
with  a  cock^s  feather  in  it,  to  shew  heV  of  gentle 
blood,  Grod  wot— his  grey  eyes,  his  yellow  hair, 
his  sword  with  a  ton  of  iron  in  the  handle— his 
grey  thread-bare  cloak— his  step  like  a  Frenoh<» 
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giidle^  and  a  broa^  d  udgecm-dngger  oo  Ae  other 
nde,  to  shew  him  half-pedant,  half>bUUjr.   How 

<»U  you  tbat  {Mfgoaat,  Fmnfc  r 

*<  A  vaw  Spomaum**'  «ud  TmstaUi  *^  just 
9QB)^  Mp»  I  mppopi^  l»Mp  thierait#f  biaoQiuip 
prymm  to  gMw  old  £oglaiid*a  iKumi  a  palneiv 
irovm*  I  iMkom*  to  devour  ivbat  the  kMwt  baa 

<<  Eivim  90,  Fimk,**  aqawar^d  Viaoeot^  *^iiMt 
aa  tba  pp^  «ipf9  swertlysr^ 

Id  Sitg^^  hf  WIS  twcii  «id  b98d» 
Aod,  tfaov^  a  lM89Mr»  i^^^  be  teH'* 


<^Pf bfilF  r  anaweved  fan  a^eiK^orial  QQinpaDioa ; 
*^  ]^  Jmpir«  fp  wbipb  pde  bi^  bread  n  butto^, 

and  I  warrant  yoq  baa  Qot  lived  90  loog  amoog 

Poglifllimen,  and  by  £i|gli$hiiieD,  to  quarr^  with 
us  for  baivripg  aP  Ei^Ii^b  nwd.  But  see,  our  Soot 
b9P  don^gaaiag  at  Saint  Duiiystaii%  and  oonea 
QUrwvj.  Bytbisligbtsapinoperladandaaturdy, 
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IB  ipke4)f  fiflddas  and  iii]i-biirMiDg.p*«»Heoamet 
aener  tlUI,  I  will  haw  at  him.'* 

^  Amd  ii  yott  do,^  aud  his  eonrada,  ^*  you 
«M^^#  hraken  faead^i«<Jie  koka  not  as  if  ha 
would  cany  ooala.** 

^  Alig  lor  your  tbreat,'*  aaid  Vincent,  andin- 
fltandy  addrcawJ  the  atmngar.    <<  Buy  a  watch, 
SMit  noUe  ncardicni  Tbaao^^Khny  a  wntoh,  to 
count  Ih^  hours  of  plenty  nnoe  the  biassed  oiOr 
noit  you  left  Berwiok  liehind  you^-^Buy  bar* 
ladea,  Id  aae  th^  EngliBh  gold  lies  ready  for  your 
gdp&Ff-^Buy  what  you  will,  you  shall  have  credit 
for  three  days ;  for,  were  your  pockets  as  bar^ 
as  Father  Feigua^s,  you  are  a  Soot  in  Lmdon, 
ind  you  will  be  stocked  in  that  time.^    The 
stranger  looked  sternly  at  ibe  waggish  appren- 
tioe,  and  seemed  to  grasp  his  cudgel  in  rather  a 
menacing  fashion.    ^  Buy  physic,**  said  the  un- 
daunted Vincent,  *^  if  you  will  buy  nather  time 
nsr  lighti-^ysic  for  a  proud  stomach,  sir  ;— 
disre  is  a  ^pothecaiy^s  shop  on  the  other  ^de  of 
the  way.'* 

Heva  the  probationaiy  disdple  of  Galen,  who 
4ood  at  his  master^s  door  in  his  flat  cap  and  can- 
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▼as  sleeves,  with  a  large  wooden  pestle  m  his  hand^ 
took  up  the  ball  which  was  flung  to  him  by  Jen*; 
kin,  with,  <<  What  d^ye  lack,  ar  ? — Buy  a  chcice 
Caledonian  salve, /"Jem  ^tdphvr.  cum  butyro  quant* 
sujr 

^  ><  To  be  taken  after  a  gentle  rubbing-down 
with  an  English  oaken  towel,^  said  Vincent. 

'  The  bonny  Scot  had  given  full  scope  to  tho 
play  of  this  small  artillery  of  dty  wit,  by  halting 
his  stately  pace,  and  viewing  grimly,  first  the 
one  assailant,  and  then  the  other,  as  if  menacing 
cither  repartee,  or  more  violent  revenge.  But 
phlegm  or  prudence  got  the  better  of  his  indigo 
nation,  and  tossing  his  head  as  one  who  valued 
not  the  raillery  to  which  he  had  been  exposed^ 
he  walked  down  Fleet  Street,  pursued  by  the 
horse-laugh  of  his  tormentors. 

**  The  Scot  will  not  fight  till  he  sees  his  own 
blood,^  said  Tunstall,  whom  his  north  of  Eng*^ 
land  extraction  had  made  familiar  with  all  man- 
ner of  proverbs  against  those  who  lay  yet  farther 
north  than  himself. 

<<  Futh,  I  know  not,^  said  Jenkin  ;  <<  he  looks 
dangerous  that  fellow — ^he  will  hit  some  one  over 
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the  noddle  before  he  goes  far.    Hark ! — ^hark  ! 
— they  are  riring." 

Accordingly,  the  well-known  cry  of,  **  'Pren- 
tices—.^prentices — ^Clubs— dubsrnowrangatong 
Fleet  Street ;  and  Jenkin,  snatching  up  his  wea- 
pon, which  lay  beneath  the  counter  ready  at  the 
slightest  notice,  and  calling  to  Tunstall  to  take 
his  bat  and  follow,  leaped  over  the  liatch-door 
which  protected  the  outer  shop,  and  ran  as  fast 
as  he  could  towards  the  affray,  echoing  the  cry 
as  he  ran,  and  elbowing,  or  shoving  aside, 
whomsoever  stood  in  his  way.  His  comrade, 
first  calling  to  his  master  to  give  an  eye  to  the 
shop,  followed  Jenkin'^s  example,  and  ran  after 
him  as  fast  as  he  could,  but  with  more  attention 
to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  others ;  while 
cdd  David  Ramsay,  with  hands  and  eyes  uplift-* 
ed,  a  green  apron  before  him,  and  a  glass  which 
he  had  been  polishing  thrust  into  his  bosom, 
came  forth  to  look  after  the  safety  of  his  goods 
and  chattels,  knowing,  by  old  experience,  that 
when  the  cry  of  "  Clubs^  once  arose,  he  would- 
have  little  aid  on  the  part  of  his  apprentices. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

This,  lir,  if  one  among  the  Seignory, 
Hm  wMlth  at  wiU,  and  will  to  use  bli  Midi, 
And  wit  to  tncreate  it.    Mmj^  his  wpnt  toUlj 
Lies  in  a  thriftless  sort  of  charity. 
That  goes  »  gadding  sometimes  Uta  obtifetSi 
Which  wise  men  will  not  see  when  throst  upon  them. 

The  Old  Couple. 

Tas  andent  gentl^inaii  bustled  about  his  shop 
IB  pettish  displeasuiey  at  bdiog  summoued  hither 
sp  hastily,  to  the  interruption  of  his  more  abstract 
studies  (  and,  unwilling  to  renounce  the  train  of 
cakuladon  which  he  had  put  in  progress,  he 
mingled  whiniacally  with  the  fragments  of  the 
arithmetical  operation,  his  oratory  to  the  passen- 
gers, and  angry  reflections  on  his  idle  apprentices. 
*<  What  d^ye  lack,  sir  ?  Madam,  what  d'ye  lack 
.^-clocks  for  hall  or  tahle~night.watchefr-^y, 
watches  f^^Locking  wheel  bcinff  48-hA«  power  qf 
retort,  8— ^Ae  striking  pins  are  48— What  d'ye 
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kttk,  lianiiindBr?---7!&e  juoljm^-^ 

4Miid    That  die  kiiffireB  sbould  lurregoiit  oal«t 

this  falcaed  mmute  l---^  occdbvMofi  Mn^ 

-—I  will  swhditfacm  both  wben  they  edmehidt—^ 
I  will,  lij  the  bonas  cif  the  iinniortal  Napiif  P 

Here  the  Texed  fddoeopber  wai  mtemipled 
by  the  adtnaace  of  a  gime  dtisen  of  a  moiC  fe- 
jpeendde  atujuiamo,  who,  Mdutfaig  htei  titiiiiBaa»- 
Ij  by  the  aaaie  of  **  DiTie,  my  old  aequaitttfiice,** 
denanded  what  had  put  him  so  math  out  of 
loita,  and  gave  him  at  the  «mie  time  a  dbi^al 
giaq>  of  hie  haiid# 

The  ciraii^^s  dratf  ivas,  though  grave,  ra- 
ther ikher  than  uaaal*  Hb  puEied  hoee  were 
of  Uack  veltiet,  lined  with  purple  nik,  which 
garmtne  iqppeand  at  the  daaheft.  Hla  dou- 
blet waa  of  purple  clotfa^  and  hia  short  cloak  of 
Uadt  rebret  to  oonrespeud  with  his  hose ;  and 
both  were  adorned  with  a  great  number  of  small 
siher  battoaa  richly  wrought  in  filigree.  A 
triple  diain  (^  gold  hung  round  his  neck ;  andin 
plaee  of  a  swoid  ot  dagger^  be  wore  at  hiabeit 
•aa  erdioary  kiut^  tot  the  purpose  of  the  taUe, 
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mth  a  small  diver  case^  whidi  appeared  ta 
tain  writing  materials.  He  might  hare  seemed 
-8c»ne  secretary  or  derk  enga^[ed  in  the  service  of 
the  pubKc,  only  that  his  low,  flat,  and  unadorned 
xap,  and  his  well-blaeked  shining  shoes,  indicated 
that  he  belonged  to  the  city.  He  was  a  well-made 
man,  about  the  middle  oze,  and  seemed  firm  in 
Jheolth  though  advanced  in  years.  His  looks  ex- 
.pressed  sagacity  and  good  humour ;  and  the  air 
of  respectability  which  his  dress  announced  was 
well  supported  by  his  clear  eye,  ruddy  cheek, 
and  grey  hair.  He  used  the  Scottish  idiom  in 
his  first  address,  but  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
.could  hardly  be  distinguished  whether  he  was 
passing  upon  his  friend  a  sort  of  jocose  mockoy, 
or  whether  it  was  his  own  native  dialect,  for  his 
ordinary  discourse  had  little  provincialism. 

In  answer  to  the  queries  of  his  respectable 
friend,  Ramsay  groaned  heavily,  answering  by 
echoing  back  the  question,  '*  What  ails  me,  Mas- 
ter George  ?  Why,  everything  ails  me !  I  pro* 
fess  to  you  that  a  man  may  as  well  live  in  Fairy- 
land as  in  the  Ward  of  Faringdon- Without 
My  apprentices  are  turned  into  mere  goblins-^ 
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thejr  appear  aod  disappear  like  spunkies^  and 
have  DO  more  reguiantj  in  them  than  a  watch 
without  a  flcapement.  If  there  is  a  ball  to  be 
tossed  up,  or  a  bulloek  to  be  driven  mad,  or  a 
quean  to  be  ducked  for  scolding,  or  a  head  to  be 
broken,  Jenkin  is  sure  to  be  at  the  one  end  or 
the  other  of  it,  and  then  awaj  skips  Francis  Tun- 
stall  for  company.  I  think  the  prize-fighters, 
bear-leaders,  md  mountebanks,  are  in  a  league 
against  me,  my  dear  friend,  and  that  they  pass 
my  house  ten  times  for  any  other  in  the  eity 
Here's  an  Italian  fellow  come  over  too,  that  they 
call  Punchinello ;  and,  all  together——'" 

*•  Well,**  interrupted  Master  George,  "  but 
what  is  HI  this  to  the  present  case  i^ 

^  Why,^  repUed  Ramsay,  **  here  has  been  a 
cry  of  thieves  or  murder,  (I  hope  that  will  prove 
the  least  of  it  amongst  these  EngUsh  pock-pud- 
ding swine !)  and  I  have  been  interrupted  in  the 
deepest  calculation  ever  mortal  man  plunged  into, 
Master  George.^ 

•  **  What,  man  T  replied  Master  €r«9rge,  **  you 
must  take  patience— You  are  a  man  that  deals 
in  time,  and  can  make  it  go  fast  and  slow  at  plea- 
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flure;  you,  of  aU  the  woridy  have  leatl  xemaa  to 
oofnplfluiifiilktle^fitbekiBtiioirMidthen.  Bat 
here  come  your  boys^  Aid  bringing  in  a-slAin  mm 
belwixt  them,  I  thiok-*-4iere  hasfaten  seriout  mis^ 
chief,  I  am  afraid.^ 

<<  The  more  mndder  the  better  aport,^  add  the 
crabbed  old  watch-maker^  <*  I  am  blithe^  tUoagh, 
that  it*8  oeiUier  of  the  t#a  loons  tfaemaelTea^-^ 
What  ore  ye  bringingaoDrpae  here  fer,  ye  fame 
TiUahitr*  he  added,  additanng  the  two  apftea^ 
tfoes,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  mob  of 
their  own  class,  seme  of  whom  bore  evident  marks 
of  a  retient^  fray,  were  carrying  the  body  betwixt 
th^m* 

<<  He  is  not  dead  yet,  sir,^  answered  TonstaU. 

^  Cany  him  into  the  apotheoary^sthen,^  replied 
Iris  master.  ^  Dye  think  I  can  set  a  manTs  life  in 
motleHagain,  as  if  he  were  a  dio<dc  or  a  time^piece  r* 

**  For  godsake,  old  fiiend,"  taid  his  aoquaint^ 
ance^  *^  let  us  have  him  here  at  the  nearM^^e 
seems  only  in  a  swoon.^ 

**  A  swoon  P^  said  Bamsay,  ^  and  what  busi- 
ness had  he  to  swoon  in  the  streets?  Only,  if  it 
will  oUige  my  friend  Master  George,  I  wonld 

IS 
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take  ia  all  the  dead  men  in  St  Dunstan^s  {larish. 
Call  Sam  Porter  to  look  after  the  shop.^ 

So  saying,  the  stunned  man,  heing  the  identi- 
cal Scotsman  who  had  passed  a  shcnrt  time  before 
amidA  the  jeers  of  the  apprentices,  was  carried 
into  the  back  shop  of  the  artist,  and  there  placed 
in  an  armed  diair  till  the  apothecary  from  over 
the  way  came  to  his  assistance.  This  gentleman, 
as  sometimes  happens  to  those  of  the  learned  pro- 
fesnons,  had  rather  more  lore  than  knowledge, 
and  began  to  talk  of  the  sinciput  and  ocdput, 
and  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  until  he  exhaust- 
ed David  Bamsay^s  brief  stock  of  padence. 

<<  Bdl-um !  bell-ell-um  !**  he  repeated,  with  great 
indignation ;  '<  What  signify  all  the  bells  in  Lon- 
d<»i,  if  you  do  not  put  a  j^wster  on  the  chield^s 
crown?" 

Master  George,  with  better  directed  zeal,  asked 
the  apothecary  whether  bleedmg  might  not  be 
useful ;  when,  after  humming  and  hawing  for  a 
moment,  and  being  unable,  upon  the  spur  of  the 
occasion,  to  suggest  anything  else,  the  man  of 
pharmacy  observed,  that  it  would,  at  all  events, 
relieve  the  brain  or  cerebrum,  in  case  there  was  a 

VOL.  I.  c 
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tendency  to  the  depoatatkm  of  any  extniTasated 
bloody  to  operate  as  a  jMreBSure  upon  that  delicate 
organ.  Fortunately  he  was  adequate  to  perform- 
ing this  operation ;  and  bang  powof ully  aided 
by  Jenkin  Vinoent^  {who  was  learned  in  all  eases 
of  broken  head,)  with  twenty  of  edd  water,  and  a 
little  Tinegar,  applied  aooording  lo  the  soieftlific 
method  praelified  by  die  bettle-hoMers  in  a  mo* 
dem  ring,  the  man  b^an  to  ittise  himself  on  his 
diair,  draw  his  doek  tightly  around  Imn,  and 
look  abont  like  one  who  straggles  lo  lecoiKsr 
sense  and  recollection* 

**  He  had  better  lie  down  on  the  bed  in  the 
little  back  closet,*  said  Mr  Ramsay''s  Tisitor,  who 
seemed  perfectly  famUiar  with  the  aoonmlioda* 
tions  which  the  house  dforded. 

^  He  is  welcome  to  my  share  of  the  truckle^* 
said  Jenkin,— ^or  in  the  said  back  closet  were  the 
two  Apprentices  accommodated  in  one  truckle^ 
bed,*-i^*  I  can  fieep  under  the  oounter.** 

»  80  can  I,*  said  Tunstall,  <<  and  the  poor  fdU 
low  can  hare  die  bed  all  night'' 

«  Sleep,**  said  the  apotbecaty,  '<  is,  in  tlie<i(n« 
nion  of  Galen,  a  restorative  and  febrifuge,  «id  is 
most  naturally  taken  in  a  truckle-bed.** 
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«<  Wbcre  a  better  cannot  be  come  by^*^^  laid 
MMter  George;  <*  but  these  are  two  honeit lade» 
to  give  up  their  bede  ao  viOiaf^y.  CoiMi  off 
with  hbctaiki  and  ietna  bear  hfan  to  hie  eoucb-*> 
I  will  aend  for  Dr  Irnngtheking'hclnraryop  ■  ■ 
he  doea  not  five  lar  off,  end  that  ahaU  be  my  ahara 
of  the  Samariiasia  dvtj*  nagbbonr  Ramaay/* 

«<  WeU»  mr^^  aaid  the  apotheoavyt  '*  ift  ia  at 
your  pleaaiiwi  to  aead  for  other  edriee»  and  I 
dbaU  not  olgeei  to  eooatiU  wilh  Br  Irnng  or  any 
odmr  mefical  pema  of  ikiU,  neither  to  eonliaiia 
to  funuah  auch  dniga  m  may  be  needful  fieoaa 
my  pharmaoopeia.  RoweTer,  whatever  Dr  Ir« 
Tine,  who,  I  think,  hath  bad  biad^teeain  Edin 
boig^  m  Dr  Any«one4M8Uieb  be  he  Sooltiah  or 
£n^ah»  may  aay  to  the  eontraiy,  deep,  taken 
timeooaly,  ia  a  lebrifuge  or  aedatire^  and  ako  a 


He  muttered  a  few  more  kamed  worda^  end 
oondttded  by  iirfanning  lUunaay'a  friend  in  Eag* 
Mk  far  mare  imallipble  than  bia  Latin,  tluit  he 
would  look  to  him  aa  hia  payoMater,  lor  awdiN 
daas,  cara^  aftd  attandanee,  £uff»iihed»  or  to  be 
famished,  to  tfcia  paiij  unknown* 
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Master  George  only  leplied  hj  desiring  him  to 
send  his  bill  for  what  he  had  already  to  (^aige^ 
and  to  pye  himself  no  farther  trouble  unless  he 
heard  from  him.  The  pharmaeopolisty  who,  from 
discfoveries  made  by  the  cloak  falling  a  little  aside, 
had  no  great  opinion  of  the  Acuity  of  this  dumce 
patient  tomakeretmbursement^had  no  sooner  seen 
his  case  espoused  by  a  substantial  citiaen,  than  he 
shewed  some  rehictanoe  to  quit  possession  of  the 
case,  and  it  required  a  short  and  stam  hint  from 
Master  George,  whidi,  with  all  his  good  humour, 
he  was  capable  of  expressing  when  oocaaon  ser- 
ved,  to  send  to  his  own  dwelling  this  Esculapius 
of  Temple  Bar. 

When  they  were  rid  of  Mr  Raredrench,  the 
charitable  efforts  of  Jenkin  and  Francis,  to  di- 
vest the  patient  of  his  long  grey  doak,  were  firmly 
resisted  on  his  own  part« — **  My  life  suner— my 
life  suner,^  he  muttered  in  indistinct  murmurs.  In 
these  efforts  to  retain  his  upper  garment,  which 
was  too  tender  to  resist  much  handling,  it  gave  way 
at  length  with  a  loud  rent,  which  almost  threw  the 
patient  into  a  second  syncope,  and  he  sate  before 
them  in  his  under  garments,  the  looped  and  rew 
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paired  wretdiedness  of  whidvmoyed  at  onoe  pity 
.md  laaghter,  and  had  oertainly.  beea  die  oMue 
of  his  unwilliiigness  to  jnseiga  the  mantle,  which, 
like  the  virtue  of  charity,  seryedtojcover  bo  many 
imperfections. 

The  man  himsdf  cast  hisses  on  his  povertj- 
stmck  gaib,  and  seemed  so  much  ashamed  of  the 
diaclokiBe,  that,  muttering  between  his  teeth,  that 
he  would  be  too  late  for  an  appcuntment,  he  made 
an  effort'  to  rise  and  leave  the  shop,  which  was 
easily  prevented  by  Jenkin  Vincent  and  his  com- 
rade, who^  at  the  nod  of  Master  Greorge,  laid 
bold  of  and; detuned  bun  in  his  chair.    The 
patient  next  looked  lound  him  for  a  moment, 
and  then  said  faintlyvin  his  broad  northern  lan^ 
guage— ^*  What  sort  of  usage  ca"*  ye  this,  gen- 
tlemen, to  a  stranger  and  a  sojourner  in  your 
town?  Ye  hae  broken  my  head — ^ye  hae  riven 
my  cloak^  and  now  ye  are  for  restraining  my  iper^ 
sonal  liber^  I  They  were  wiser  than  me,^  he  said, 
'  after  a  moment*s  pause,  <^  that  counselled  me  to 
wear  my  warst  claithing  in  the  streets  of  London ; 
'  and  if  I  could  have  got  any  things  worse  than 
these  mean  garments,^-^*'  Which  would  have 
been  very  difficult,**  said  Jin  Vin,  in  a  whisper 
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to  fail  oompuiioa,)  *^  they  would  have  been  eVn 
omr  gnid  Ibr  the  grips  o*  men  aae  little  aoqueot. 
ed  with  the  laws  of  honest  oiTiUtjr*^ 

^  To  mj  the  tnith,^  said  Jenkifly  unable  to 
forbear  any  longer,  although  the  disnpline  of  die 
times  prescribed  to  those  in  hb  situatioa  a  d^;ree 
of  respectful  distance  and  humility  in  the  presence 
of  patents^  masters,  or  seniors,  of  which  thepre^ 
sent  age  has  no  id^a*^^  l\o  say  truth,  the  good 
gtntisauni*sc]othca  look  as  if  they  woukUiol  brook 
■Mich  hindling*'* 

'*  Hold  your  pesce,  young  man,*^  said  Master 
George^  with  a  tone  of  authority ;  '^  neTer  mock 
the  stmnger,  or  the  poor*— the  black  ok  has  not 
trode  ofi  your  foot  yet^you  know  not  what  lands 
you  may  travel  in,  or  what  clothes  you  may  wear, 
before  you  die.^ 

Vincent  held  down  his  head  and  stood  rebuked, 
but  thestrsBger  did  not  accept  the  apology  which 
was  made  for  him* 

*^  I  am  a  stranger,  mr,^saidhe,  <*  thatisoer- 
taiii  ;  though  methinks,  that  bang  such,  I  have 
been  somewhat  fiuniliariy  treated  in  this  town  of 
yotmi'^utasfinrmy  bdngpoor,  I  think  I  need 


not  be  charged  with  poier^y  till  I  wok  cUkr  cf 

*^  The  dear  oonntiy  all  OYcr,^  said  Master 
Geoi^  in  a  whisper  to  David  Ramsayy  *'  |Nide 
and  poyertj.^ 

Bttt  David  had  taken  out  bis  tablets  and  silver 
pen^  aody  deeply  immersed  in  calculationsf  in 
whidi  he  famhled  over  all  the  terms  of  arithme- 
dcy  fiom  the  wnple  unit  to  millions,  billions,  and 
irillioiis,  nether  heard  nor  answerfd  the  observa- 
tkm  of  his  frieod,  who,  seaog  lus  abstraction* 
turned  again  to  the  Scot. 

**  I  faney  now*  Jockey*  if  a  strai^ger  were  to 
offer  you  a  noble*  you  would  chuck  it  back  at  his 
head?"* 

^  Not  if  I  could  do  him  honest  service  for  it, 

air***  said  the  Soot ;  <^  I  am  willing  to  do  what 

« 

I  may  to  be  useful^  though  I  come  of  an  honouiv 
aUe  house*  and  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  sort  io* 
diffisrently  wedl  provided  for.^ 

^  Ay  r  aaid  the  interrogator*  *'  and  what  house 
may  daim  the  honour  of  your  descent  ?^ 

**  An  andent  ooat  belongs  to  it*  a»  the  play 
sayi^^  whispered  Vincent  to  his  companion. 
Come*  Jockey*  out  with  it*^  continued  Master 


it 
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George,  observitig  that  the  Soot,  as  usual  with  hb 
countrymen,  when  asked  a  blunt,  straight-for- 
ward question,  took  a  little  time  before  answer- 
ing it. 

<<  I  am  no  more  Jockey,  sir,  than  you  are  John,^ 
said  the  stranger,  as  if  offended  at  bdng  addresfr- 
ed  by  a  name,  which  at  that  time  was  used,  as 
Sawney  now  is,  for  a  general  appellative  of  the 
Scottish  nation.  **  My  name,  if  you  must  know 
it,  is  Richie  MonipKes ;  and  I  come  of  the  old 
and  honourable  house  of  Castle  Collop,  wed 
kenn'd  at  the  West  Port  of  Edinburgh.^ 

**  What  is  that  you  call  the  West  Port  ?^  pro- 
ceeded  the  interrogator. 

**  Why,  an  it  like  your  honour,^  said  ^^ichie, 
who  now  having  recovered  his  senses  sufficiently  to 
observe  the  respectableexteriorof  Master Greorge, 
threw  more  civility  into  his  manner  than  at  first, 
**'  the  West  Port  is  a  gate  of  our  city,  as  yonder 
brick  arches  at  Whitehall  form  the  entrance  of 
the  King's  palace  here,  only  that  the  West  Port 
is  of  stonem  work,  and  mair  decorated  with  ar- 
chitecture and  the  policy  of  bigging.^ 

^'  Nouns,  man,  the  Whitehall  gateways  were 
planned  by  the  great  Holbein,^  answered  Master 
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George,  ''  I  suspect  your  aocident  has  jumbled 
jrour  bnins,  my  good  friend.  I  suppose  you 
will  tell  me  next,  you  have  at  Edinburgh  as  fine  a 
navigable  river  as  the  Thames,  with  all  its  ship- 
ping." 

'*  The  Thames  T  exclaimed  Richie,  in  a  tone 
of  ineffable  contempVt-**  God  bless  your  honour's 
judgment,  we  have  at  Edinburgh  the  Water-ofr 
Lath  and  the  NorJoch  !^ 

<'  And  the  Pow-Bum,  and  the  Quarry-holes, 
and  the  Gusedub,  fause  loun,"  answered  Master 
George,  speaking  Scotch  with  a  strong  and  na- 
tural emphasis ;  **  it  is  such  land-loupers  as  you 
that,  with  your  falset  and  fair  fashions,  bring  re^ 
proadi  on  our  whole  country." 

''  God  forpe  me,  sir,"  said  Bichie,  much  sur- 
prised at  finding  the  supposed  southern  convert- 
ed into  a  native  Scot,  *^  I  took  your  honour  for 
an  EngKsher !  But  I  hope  there  was  naething 
wrang  in  standing  up  for  ane^s  ain  country^s  cre- 
dit in  a  strange  land,  where  all  men  cry  her  down." 

"  Do  you  call  it  for  your  country^s  credit,  to 
shew  that  she  has  a  lying  puffing  rascal  for  one  of 
her  children  ?"  said  Master  George.  ^  But  come, 
man,  never  look  grave  on  it, — as  you  have  found 
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hirplmg  deevil  of  a,  potter  bdioved  just  to  step  in 
my  way  and  offer  me  a  pig,  as  he  said,  just  to  put 
my  Scotch  ointment  in,  and  I  gave  him  a  push, 
as  but  natuial,  and  the  tottering  deeril  oouped 
ower  amang  his  ain  pigs,  and  damaged  a  score 
of  them.  And  then  the  reird  raise,  and  hadna 
these  twa  gentlemen  helped  me  out  of  it,  mur- 
dered I  sold  hae  been,  without  remeid.  And  as 
it  was,  just  when  they  got  baud  of  my  arm  to 
have  me  out  of  the  fray,  I  got  the  lick  that 
donnerit  me  from  a  left-handed  lighter-man.^ 

Master  Greorge  looked  to  the  apprentices  as  if 
to  demand  the  truth  of  thb  story. 

**  It  is  just  as  he  says,  rir,*"  replied  Jenldn ; 
^  only  I  heard  nothing  about  pigs.-^The  people 
said  he  had  broke  some  crockery,  and  that— I  b^ 
pardon,  sir — ^nobody  could  thrive  within  the  ken- 
ning of  4  Scot.^ 

^  Well^  no  matter  what  they  said,  you  were 
an  hoD^t  fellow  to  help  the  weaker  side— And 
you,  rirrah,"  continued  Master  Greorge,  address- 
ing  his  countryman,  *<  will  call  at  my  house  to- 
morrow morning,  agreeable  to  this  direction.^ 

<<  I  will  wait  upon  your  honour,"*  said  the 
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Soot,  bowing  very  low ;  ^  that  is,  if  my  honour- 
able master  will  permit  me.**^ 

<<  Thy  master  T  said  George^— .<<  Hast  thou 
any  other  master  save  Want,  whose  liTery  you 
say  you  wear  ?'^ 

**  Troth,  in  one  sense,  if  it  please  your  honour, 
I  serve  twa  masters,^  said  Richie ;  ^^finr  both  my 
master  and  me  are  skves  to  that  same  beldamei 
whcxn  we  tbcxight  to  shew  our  heeb  to  by  coming 
off  from  Scotland.  So  that  you  see,  sir,  I  hold  in 
a  sort  of  black  ward  tenure,  as  we  call  it  in  our 
oountty ,  being  the  servant  of  a  servant.^ 

^^  And  what  is  your  master's  namer*  said 
George;  and  observing  that  jElidiie  hesitatsd, 
he  added,  ^  Nay,  do  not  tell  me,  if  it  u  a  so- 

am  lit   yt 

creL 

^  A  secret  that  there  is  little  use  in  keeping,^ 
laidEidiie  ;  *' only  ye  ken  that  our  northern  sto- 
machs are  ower  proud  to  call  in  witnesses  to  our 
distress.  No  thatmymasterisinmair  than  present 
pbdi,  nr,^  he  added,  looking  towards  the  two 
Englidi  apprentices,  ^<  having  a  large  sum  in  the 
Boyal  Treasiury— that  is,^  he  continued,  in  a 
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whisper  to  Muster  Georgti'^^*  the  Kiog  is  o^ringf 
him  a  lot  of  siller ;  but  it^s  ill  getting  at  it  it*a 
like,— My  master  is  the  young  Lord  Oleavar* 
loch."* 

Master  George  testified  surprise  at  the  name.P«« 
<<  You  one  of  the  young  Lord  Olenrarloch^i  toU 
lowers,  and  in  such  a  condiUon  r 

**  Troth,  and  I  am  all  the  foUowers  he  has,  for 
the  present  that  is ;  and  blithe  wad  I  be  if  he 
were  rouckle  better  aff  than  I  am,  thoughlwere 
to  bide  as  I  am.*^ 

**  I  have  seen  his  fatho*  with  four  gentlemen 
and  ten  ladcey  s  at  his  hecls,^  said  Master  George, 
<^  rustling  in  their  laoes  and  Telvets.  Well,  thia 
is  a  diangefttl  world,  but  there  is  a  better  beyond 
it^— The  good  old  house  of  Glenvarloch,  that 
stood  by  king  and  oountry  five  hundred  years  !^ 

*<  Your  honour  may  say  a  thousand,^  said  the 
follower. 

^  I  will  say  what  I  know  to  be  true,  friend,* 
said  the  eitiaen,  <<  and  not  a  word  more^— -You 
seem  well  recovered  now,  can  you  waikF^ 

^  Bravely,  sir,**  said  Richie ;  ^  it  was  but  a 


bttdorer.  I  was  bred  at  tihe  West  Pert,  and  my 
cantle  will  stand  a  elour  wad  bring  a  stot  dcvwii." 

^  Where  does  yonr  master  lodge  ?** 

*'  We  pit  up,  an  it  like  your  honour,^  replied 
die  Soot,  *'  in  a  sma^  house  at  the  fit  of  ane  of  the 
wynds  that  gang  down  to  the  watemde,  with  a 
decent  man,  John  Christie,  a  ship-diandler,  as 
theyeaY  BSs  father  came  from  Dundee.  Iwotna 
Ae  name  of  the  wynd,  but  'tCn  right  anent  the 
niidde  iSA  yonder;  and  your  honour  will  mind 
dial  we  pass  only  by  our  fanuly-name  of  simple 
Mr  Nigel  OEfaunt,  as  keeping  ourselTes  redred 
for  the  present,  though  in  Scotland  we  be  called 
the  Lord  Nigel.* 

^  It  is  wisely  done  of  your  master,*  said  the 
citisen.  *<  I  will  find  out  your  lodgii^  though 
yoitf  Erection  be  none  of  the  dearest**  So  say* 
ing,  and  slipping  a  piece  of  money  at  die  same 
time  into  Bichie  Moniplies^s  hand,  he  bid  him 
hasten  home,  and  get  into  no  more  affrays. 

^  I  will  take  care  of  that  now,  rir,*  said  Bichie^ 
with  a  look  of  importance,  ^<  having  a  ehaige 
about  me.  And  so,  wussing  ye  a*  weel,  with  sps* 
dal  thanks  to  these  twa  young  gentlemi 

19 
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'*  I  amno  gentleinan,^  said  Jenkin^ffingiiiglris 
tMp  on  his  head.-«*<  I  am  a  tight  Londoii  ^pien- 
tice,  and  hope  to  be  a  freeman  one  day.  Frank 
may  write  himself  gentleman,  if  he  will.^ 

''I  WM  a  gentleman  once,^  said  Tunstall, 
**  and  I  hope  I  have  done  nothing  to  lose  the 
nameof  one.^ 

'<  Wed,  wed,  as  ye  list,^  said  Richie  Moni- 
plies ;  *'  but  I  am  muckle  beholden  to  ye  baith 
^i-end  I  am  not  a  hair  the  less  like  to  bear  it  in 
mind  that  I  say  but  little  about  it  just  now. — 
Gude  night  to  you,  my  kind  countryman.^  So 
saying,  he  thrust  out  of  the  sleeve  of  his  ragged 
doublet  a  long  bony  hand  and  arm,  on  which  the 
musdes  rose  like  whip^cord. 

Master  George  shook  it  heartily,  while  Jenkin 
and  Frank  exchanged  sly  looks  with  each  other. 
Richie  Moniplies  would  next  have  addressed  his 
thanks  to  the  master  of  the  shop,  but  sedng  him, 
as  he  afterwards  said,  **  scribbling  on  his  bit 
bookie  as  if  he  were  demented,^  he  contented  his 
politeness  with  *'  giving  him  a  hat,^  and  so  left  the 
^shop. 
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^*  Now  there  goes  Scotch  Jockey,  with  all  his  ^ 
bad  and  good  about  him,^  said  Master  Geoige : 
to  Master  Da^id,  who  suspoided,  thou^  unwil- 
Imgly,  the  calculatiims  with  which  he  was  eoga- 
ged,  aod,  keeping  his  pen  within  an  inch  of  the 
tablets,  gaaed  on  his  fciaid  with  great  lacklustre 
eyes,  which  expressed  any.thing  rather  .than  in- 
telligenoe  or  interest.in  the  discourse  addressed  to 
him.  <<  That  fellow,^  proceeded  Masler  George, 
intfaoQt  heeding  his  inend^s  state  of  abstraction, 
*^  shews,  with  great  liveliness  of  colouring,  how 
our  Scotch  pride  and  poverty  makes  liars  and 
braggarts  of  us ;  and  yet  the  knave,  whose  every 
third  word  to  an  Englishman  is  a  boastful  lie, 
will,  I  warrant  you,  be  a  true,  and  tender  friend 
and  follower  to  his  master,  and  has  perhaps  parted 
with  his  mantle  to  him  in  t]ie  cold  blast,  although 
he  walked  himself  tri  cuerpo^  as  the  Don  says. 
Strange,  that  courage  and  fidelity -^f or  I  will  war- 
rant that  the  knave  is  stout— should  have  no  better 
conqpanions  than  this  swaggering  braggadochio 
humour.  But  you  mark  me  not,  friend  Davie.^ 

**  I  do-*I  do,  most  heedfully,^  said  Davie; 
**  for  as  the  sun  goeth  round  the  dial-plate  in 
VOL.  I.  n 


go  THS  FOBTirirXB  OF  KTOKX.. 

twent  j-four  hours,  add  for  the  moon  fifty  minutes 
and  a  half "" 

«c  You  ate  in  the  aamnth  heaveii%  toan^'*  said 
hia  ootnpa&ioB* 

^<  I  crare  your  pardoi^^  wplied  Daivie ;  <<  let 
the  whed  A  go  round  m  twtiitj4bur  hoiir»— I 
hare  it'-^UNl  the  wheel  B  la  tweoty-fbur  hours, 
fifty  mhiutea  and  a  faalf<«-fl%-aeveii  bebg  to 
fifty^four  as  fifty-imie  to  twenty^Aur  hours  fifty 
nutitttos  aad  a  half,  or  vmj  iiearly,-«-I  oniTe  your 
forgi^Feiiess,  Master  George,  aod  heartily  wiEsh 
you  good-even* 

^  Good-erenP^  said  Master  George ;  <<why, 
you  haTe  not  wished  me  good-day  yet  Come, 
old  friend,  lay  by  these  tablets,  or  you  will  crack 
the  inner  machiaety  cSyour  skull^  as  our  fnaMl 
yonder  has  got  the  outer  case  of  his  damagedi<«-- 
Good-night,  quotha !  I  mean  not  to  part  with 
you  so  easily;  I  came  to  get  my  fburJioor^'s 
nuncheon  from  you,  man,  besides  a  tane  on  the 
hite  fiom  my  god-daughter,  Mrs  MargeC" 

^  Good  faith!  I  was  abstracted,  Master  George 
-^ut  you  know  me-^whenever  I  get  amongst 
the  wheels,"*— sttd  Mr  Ramsay,  **  why- 
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^  Lud^  that  you  deal  m  tmall  ones^'^flaid  hia 
fiiend,  as,  awakened  firom  hia  revcaea  and  edcu- 
ktkms,  Banuay  led  dw  ^raj  up  a  little  back- 
stair  to  the  first  story,  occupied  fay  Uadanghlav 
CBdhiafittlehmiaehDfaL 

Tlie  annentices  lesumed  their  places  in  die 
froBl  abap5  and  reHanred  Sam  Porter^  when  Jen* 
kin  and  to  TuMta]l~<^  Bickt  see,  Frank,  bm 
thecU  goldittith  oettoncd  in  with  hia  heggulj 
amafayinan  t  when  iranld  one  of  his  haiiii^ 
ha!¥e  shaken  hands  so  eoMarteondy  with  a  poor 
Ei^lKibnaii?  Well»  111  say  that  for  flie  best 
ef  the  Scots,  thai  they  witt  go  over  head  and  ears 
to  serve  a  countrymaB,  when  they  will  not  wet  a 
nail  of  their  finger  to  save  a  Southron^  as  they 
cdl  as»  fioas  drowni^g^  Ajid  yet  Master  €rearge 
b  but  hidMiied  Scot  ndlher  m  that  respect ;  Sog 
I  have  known  him  lio  many  a  kind  thing  to  the 
Eog^too.^ 

^  But  h«rk  y^  Jenldn,"^  said  TunstaQ,  «<  I 
dunk  you  aie  but  hal£J)rad  EngBsb  yourself  ^— 
how  came  you  to  strike  on  the  Scotnnan^s  ode 
afteralir 
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^*  Why,  you  did  so  too»**  answered  Vincent. 

"  Ay,  because  I  nw  you  begin ;  and^  besides, 
it  is  no  Cumberland  fashion  to  fall  fifty  upon 
one,^  replied  TunstalL 

'*  And  no  Christ-Church  fiohiixi  neither,^  said 
Jenkin.  ^'  Fair  play  and  old  Ei^land  for  ever. 
Bendes,  to  tell  you  a  secret,  his  voice  had  a 
twang  in  it^n  the  dialect  I  mean^^reminded 
me  of  a  little  tcfngue  which  I  think  sweeter^ 
sweeter  than  the  last  toll  of  St  Dunstan^s  will 
sounds  on  the  day  that  I  am  shot  of  my  inden- 
tures^—ha  !— -you  guess  who  I  mean,  Frank  F* 

<<  Not  I,  mdeed,"*  answered  TunstalL  <<  Scotch 
Janet,  I  suppose,  the  laundress.** 

**  Off  with  Janet  in  her  own  bucking  basket ! 
—no,  no,  no !— You  blind  buzzard,-— do  you 
not  know  I  mean  pretty  Mrs  Marget  !^ 

^^  Umph  !^  answered  Tunstall,  drily. 

A  flash  of  anger,  not  unmingled  with  suspi- 
cion, shot  from  Jenkin^s  keen  black  eyes. 

^*  Umph  !^-and  what  signifies  umph  ?  I  am 
not  the  first  ^prentice  has  inarried  his  masterV 
daughter,  I  think  ?^ 
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*<  Tbey  kq»t  their  own  secret,  I  fancy ^^  said 
Tonfltall^  ^'  at  least  till  they  were  out  of  their 
time.^ 

**  I  tell  you  what  it  is,  Frank,^  answered  Jen- 
kin,  sharply,  **  that  nuy  be  the  fashion  of  you 
gentle-folks  that  are  taught  £rom  your  Inggen  to 
cany  two  faces  under  the  same  hood,  but  it  shall 
nerer  be  mine.** 

**  There  are  the  stairs  then,**  said  Tunstall, 
cooOy ;  ^  go  up  and  ask  Mrs  Marget  of  our 
master  just  now,  and  see  what  sort  of  a  face  he 
will  wear  under  kU  hood.** 

^'  No,  I  wonnot,**  answered  Jenkin ;  <^  I  am 
not  such  a  fool  as  that  neither ;  but  I  will  take 
my  own  dme^  and  all  the  Counts  in  Cumberland 
shallnotcutmy  comb,  and  this  is  that  which  you 
may  depend  upon.** 

Francis  made  no  reply;  and  they  resumed 
thor  usual  attention  to  the  busbess  of  the  shop, 
and  their  usual  solidtations  to  the  passengers. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


BobadU,  t  prajr  you  ponen  no  gallant  of  your  aeq[VudataoBee 
with  «  kiioirldlic«r«i)r  lodgiaf. 
MtOUr  Maithcw,  Who,  I,  ax  ?— Lord,  «i ! 


Thb  next  morning  found  ^Bgd  Qfifiunty  Ae 
young Loid of  Glaif«lcMfa,«eitod,  sadaadmli. 
t«y,  in  hii  Knfe  apnrtmentin  the  iMnwnn  of  John 
Cbnslie,  the  tUp^hmdkr,  irUdi  diat  liMmc 
mdonuD,  ingindtttdepariMfiitothepiQfieMon 
fiom  which  he  deriyed  his  chief  tupporC,  wwinei! 
Id  have  constnictod  at  nearly  as  pwaMe  upon 
the  plan  of  a  ahip^  cabin. 

It  was  otnated  near  to  Fanl's  Whari;  at  tiie 
end  of  one  of  those  intricate  and  narrow  lanes, 
which,  until  that  part  of  the  dty  was  swept  away 
by  the  great  fire  in  1666,  constituted  an  extra- 
ordinary  labyrinth  of  small^  dark,  damp,  and  un- 


vholesoiM  stnelB  md  attcysy  w  odik  contr  or 
other  of  wlnck  the  plague  was  then  at  sufriyiba^ 
Iiiriuogy  as  in  the  €imm%  coraefs  of  Cautaali. 
a^ilamcarowatiBie.  Ban  Johp  Christw^  home 
looked  ooi  upon  the  nrer,  and  had  the  advaa- 
tage,  llieicfof«9  of  ftae  ajr^^^^jngpaegaalad,  hivir. 
ever,  with  the  adorifcr0u&  fiBuea  of  liie  aiticlea 
IB  wUoh  Uie  afajp^chandliff  daalt,  with  die  odour 
of  pitch,  and  the  natnnl  aoaaKif  the  oiise  and 
shidge  left  by  the  aeflox  cf  the  tide. 

Upon  the  whole,  eiDoept  that  hia  dwi^Iing  did 
aot  float  with  the  eaadUiid^  and  bepoBie  atiand. 
ed  with  the  ebb,  tin  spaaag  kid  was  oanrly  aa 
oanAvtaUT  aooodanodated  aa  he  was  while  on 
boaad  the  little  tiadiag  brig  from  tftt  long  town 
of  Eikcaldy,  m  fife,  by  wfaioh  he  had  oome 
a  paaaenger  to  London,  He  luoaffad,  however, 
cMty  attatin  irUeb  oouid  lit  pod  Urn  by 
kb  hoaatt  kadkad,  Jobn  ChiutM ;  for  Badde 

anwe  hia  aiairtii^i  inoegfiiio  ao  oompleCely,  bat 
that  the  honest  dup^dauidlcr  oould  fann  a 
gneaa  that  his  gaaaf a  ifaality  was  superior  to 
hia  appcaraooe.    Am  tot  Dame  Neli^  hia  wife. 
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a  roiindy  buxom,  laughter-loving  dame,  with 
Uack  eyes,  a  ti^t  welUaoed  boddice,  a  green 
apron,  and  a  red  petticoat  edged  with  a  slight 
olver  laoe,  and  judiciously  shortened  so  as  to 
shew  that  a  short  heel,  and  a  tight  dean  ande, 
rested  upon  her  well-burnished  shoe,-— she,  of 
course,  felt  interest  in  a  young  man,  who,  be- 
yery  handsome,  good-humoured,  and 
looommodations  her  house 
afforded,  was  evidently  of  a  rank,  as  well  as  man- 
ners, highly  superior  to  the  skippers,  (or  Cap- 
tains, as  they  call  themselves,)  of  merchant  ves- 
sels, who  were  the  usual  tenants  of  the  apartments 
which  she  let  to  hire ;  and  at  whose  departtune 
she  was  sure  to  find  her  well-scrubbed  floor  soiled 
with  the  relics  of  tobacco,  (which,  spte  of  IBang 
James's  Counterblast,  was  then  forcing  itself  in- 
to use,)  and  her  best  curtains  impregnated  with 
the  odour  of  Geneva  and  strong  waters,  to  Dame 
Nelly's  great  indignation ;  for,  as  she  truly  said, 
the  smell  of  the  shop  and  warehouse  was  bad 
mough  without  these  additions. 

But  all  Mr  Olifaunt'^s  habits  were  regular 
and  cleanly,  and  his  address,  though  frank  and 
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simple,  shewed  to  much  of  the  courtier  and 
gentleman,  as  formed  a  strong  contrast  with  the 
loud  halloo,  coarse  jests,  and  boisterous  impa- 
tience, of  her  maritime  inmates.  Dame  Nelly 
saw  that  her  guest  was  melandboly  also,  not- 
withstanding  his  efforts  to  seem  contented  and 
dieerful ;  and  in  short  she  took  that  sort  of  in- 
terest in  him,  without  bong  herself  aware  of  its 
extent,  which  an  unscrupulous  gallant  might  have 
been  tempted  to  improve  to  the  prejudice  of 
honest  John,  Who  was  at  least  a  score  of  years 
older  than  his  helpmate.  Olifaunt,  however, 
had  not  only  other  matters  to  think  of,  but  would 
have  regarded  such  an  intrigue,  had  the  idea  ever 
occurred  to  him,  as  an  abonunable  and  ungrate- 
ful encroachment  upon  the  laws  of  hospitality, 
lus  religion  having  been  by  his  late  father  formed 
upon  the  strict  principles  of  the  national  faith,' 
and  his  morally  upon  those  of  the  nicest  honour; 
He  had  not  escaped  the  predominant  weakness 
of  his  country,  an  overweening  sense  of  the  pride 
of  birth,  and  a  disposition  to  value  the  worth  and 
ocHisequence  of  others  according  to  the  number 
and  the  £une  of  thdbr  deceased  ancestors ;  but 
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this  pride  of  faatoly  was  weil  gubdoed,  and  in  ge- 
neral alinoGiC  eotiydiy  conoealed,  by  Ms  good  sense 
and  general  oonrtesy. 

Such  as  we  have  deseribed  hini)  Nigel  OUfaunt, 
or  ratbtt*  the  young  Lord  Glentarlodi,  was,  when 
our  nattative  takes  him  npy  oodear  gneat  poplex^ 
ity  req)ecluig  the  fbte  of  his  trusty  and  only  fel- 
lower.  Richard  Moniplies  had  bea  diapatdied 
by  his  young  master,  eariy  in  the  pfeoeilHig  mom* 
tDg,  as  far  as  the  otfurt  at  Westmiaster,  but  bad 
not  yet  rstumed.  His  eftsning  adivntnres  ^ 
raider  is  atesady  aoqoaimed  with,  snd  so  Ihr 
knows  mox«  of  Richie  thnn  did  Ua  master,  who 
bad  not  beard  of  faim  ibr  twenty-fovr  boom. 
Dame  Nelly  Ghmtie,  in  the  meaMiBie,  regarded 
her  guest  with  some  anxiscy,  and  a  gvsat  dedre 
to  oomfort  bnn  H  possible.  Ske  pteoed  on  tbe 
farei&fast4able  n  noUe  jneee  ci  cold  powdeied 
beef,  with  its  usual  gnards  of  tumip  and  canot^ 
recoHnnended  bsr  mustad  aseomiBg  direct  from 
her  cousin  ot  Tewinbury,  aaad  spioed  tbe  toast 
with  her  own  hands-^-^^nd  with  ber  oim  bands, 
also,  drew  a  jug  of  slout  and  nifpy  aH  all  of 
which  were  elemenls  rf  tbe  sdbstantiai  bveakfiiBt 
of  tbe  period. 
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WlwB  the  saw  that  her  gutttig  anipeiy  pievenu 
ed  faim  from  doing  jusftioe  to  the  good  cheer  which 
she  set  before  ham,  the  oommMiced  her  oareer  of 
reaML  conaolaition  wkh  the  umial  volubility  of 
those  women  in  her  station,  who,  oonsdous  of 
I^Dod  kNiks^  good  intenlbBBy  and  good  hu^gSi  en- 
tertain no  fear  dther  of  wearying  thenaBelves  or 
of  finigoiiig  dieb*  audkors. 

*^  N0W9  what  the  good  j«ur  I  are  we  to  send  yoa 
down  to  SoDtlend  as  duo  as  you  caae  up  F--J  am 
sure  it  would  be  oootiniy  to  the  course  of  naiturai 
These  was  my  good  ann^s  fiither,  old  Sandie 
Christie^  J  Iwre  hesid  he  was  an  atomy  when  he 
casae  tip  £nim  the  North,  wmd  I  am  sure  he  died. 
Saint  Bamsliy  was  ten  years,  at  twenty  stone 
wdgbt.  IwasabssB^hcadedgiilatthetimeaBd 
Irod  m  the  asigbbourhood,  thoiq^  I  had  litde 
thought  «f  marryiag  John  then,  who  had  a  score 
of  years  the  better  of  mo-^but  he  is  a  thririag 
numandakindhasbsasd-^^^andhk  ftitlier,as  I  was 
aayiag,  died  as  fat  as  a  diurchwandeD.  WeD, 
air,  but  I  hope  I  have  net  ofiended  you  &r  my 
btle  joke-*4uid  I  hope  the  ale  ia  to  your  honour'^ 
JJtiBg,— and  the  bee£--and  the  mustaEdf" 
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<<  All  exceUent— ^  too  good,^  answered  Oli- 
faunt ;  ^'  you  have  every  thing  so  clean  and  tidy, 
dame,  that  I  shall  not  know  how  to  live  whea  I 
go  back  to  my  own  country— nif  ever  I  go  back 
there." 

This  was  added  as  it  seemed  involuntarily,  and 
with  a  deep  «gh. 

<<  I  warrant  your  honour  go  back  agun  if  you 
like  it,"  said  the  dame ;  **  unless  you  think  rather 
of  taking  a  pretty,  well-dowered  English  lady,  as 
some  of  your  country-folks  have  done.  I  assure 
you,some  of  thebestofthedtyhavemarried  Scots- 
men.  There  was  Lady  Trebleplumb,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Trebleplumb  the  great  Turkey  merchant's 
widow,  married  Sir  Awley  Macauley,  whom 
your  honour  knows,  doubtless ;  and  pretty  Mis- 
tr^ss  Doublefee,  old  Serjeant  Doublefee'^s  daugh- 
ter, jumped  out  of  window,  and  was  married  at 
May-fair  to  a  Scotsman  with  a  hard  name ;  and 
old  Pitchpost  the  timber-merchanfs  daughters 
did  little  better,  for  they  married  two  Irishmen ; 
and  when  folks  jeer  me  about  having  a  Scotsman 
for  lodger,  meaning  your  honour,  I  tell  them  they 
are  afraid  of  their  daughters  and  their  mistresses ; 
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and  sure  I  have  a  right  to  stand  for  the  Scotch, 
flmce  John  Christie  is  half  a  Scotchman,  and  a  thri- 
ving man,  and  a  good  husband,  though  there  is 
ascore  of  years  between  us ;  and  so  I  would  haye 
your  hfHXNir  cast  care  away,  and  mend  your 
breakfast  with  a  morsel  and  a  draught.^ 

^  At  a  word,  my  kind  hostess,  I  cannot,*  said 
Olifaunt ;  '^  I  am  anxious  about  this  knave  of 
mine,  who  has  been  so  long  absent  in  this  dan- 
gerous  town  of  yours.* 

It  may  be  noticed  in  passing,  that  Dame 
Ndly^s  ordinary  mode  of  consolation  was  to  di^ 
prove  the  exist^ce  of  any  cause  for  distress; 
and  she  is  said  to  have  carried  this  so  far  as  to 
oomfcMt  a  neighbour,  who  had  lost  her  husband, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  dear  defunct  would 
be  better  to-morrow,  which  perhaps  might  not 
have  proved  an  appropriate,  even  if  it  had  been  a 
possible,  mode  of  relief.  On  this  occasion  she 
denied  stoutly  that  Bichie  had  been  absent  alto- 
gether twenty  hours ;  and  as  for  people  being 
killed  in  the  streets  of  London,  to  be  sure  two 
men  had  been  found  in  Tower-ditch  last  week, 
but  that  was  far  to  the  east,  and  the  other  poor 
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nan  that  had  his  thraot  cut  in  tlie  fields,  had 
his  mishap  sear  by  Islington;  and  be  that  waa 
stabbed  by  the  joang  Templar  in  a  dranken 
fix)fic,  by  Saint  Clements  is  the  Strand^  was  aa 
Irishman.  All  which  evidence  die  pradnced  to 
shew  that  none  of  these  easnatties  had  oecuired 
in  n  case  exactly  parallel  with  that  of  Richie,  a 
SootsttMui  and  on  his  setom  ffom  Westminster. 
*^  My  better  eomfcrt  is,  my  good  dame,?  an- 
swered Olifaunt,  *'  that  the  lad  is  no  bmwler  or 
quarreller,  unksa  strongly  uiged,  and  thai  hd 
has  DO  charge  about  him  exoepcing  papers  of  some 

^  Your  honour  speaks  refy  well,^  retorted  the 
inexhaustible  hostess,  who  protracted  her  task 
of  taking  away,  and  putting  to  rights^  in  order 
that  she  might  prolong  her  gnsnp.  ^  I^  up* 
hold  Master  MonipHes  to  be  neither  reveller  noe 
brawler,  f<H*  if  he  liked  sudi  things  he  might  ba 
vimting  and  j^mketting  with  the  young  folks  afaont 
here  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  never  dreams 
of  it ;  and  when  I  asked  the  young  man  to  go 
as  far  as  my  gosap^s.  Dame  Drinkwater,  to  taste 
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a  l^bflB  of  apBiacod^  and  a  lok  of  tbe  gromkig 
obeew^— finr  Dame  DrnkwAter  iMshad  twoM,  a* 
I  told  your  boBour,  m^^^iid  I  niMUit  it  qviCe 
cm%  to  the  young  Mum,  but  kediote  to  rit  And 
k«p  house  irith  Jokn  Christ  ;  oad  I  Sasemf 
there  is  a  sooce  of  yesn  betwseE  dhaa,  for  yeMir 
honoar'ii  servaat  kioks sesminMMb <ddtr  than  I 
an.  I  wonder  what  thiy  could  hare  ta  ssy  toeaeh 
odier.  I  asked  John  Gbrislie^  bwl  he  bid  me  go 
tosiaspu'* 

**  If  he  cettes  net  eeon,^  eoid  his  Maeter,  <<  I 
viK  thank  you  to  telt  me  what  oMig^stmte  I  oan 
addbesB  niyseif  to;  Inr,  besides  ray  anxiety  fbr 
the  poor  ftHow^  safely,  ho  has  papers  of  import 
tnee  idioot  hlas.* 

^  O  !  ynor  honour  may  be  asstived  he  will  be 
back  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,^  said  Dame  Nelly; 
'^he  is  not  die  lad  to  stay  out  tweaty-ibur  hours 
at  a  stretch.  And  Ibr  the  papers,  I  am  sure 
joor  honour  will  pardon  him  for  just  giving  me 
apeep at  thecomer,  as  I  wasgrring  hima  small 
cup,  not  so  large  as  my  thimble^  of  distilled  wa- 
ters, to  fortify  his  stomach  agmnst  the  damps, 
and  it  was  directed  to  the  King's  Most  Excellent 

14 
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Majesty ;  and  so  doubtless  his  Majesty  has  kept 
Bichie  out  of  civility  to  oonader  of  your  honour^s 
letter,  and  send  back  a  fitting  reply.^ 

Dame  Nelly  here  hit  by  chance  on  a  more 
avulable  tojuc  of  consolation  than  those  she  had 
hitherto  touched  upon;  for  the  youthful  lord 
had  himself  some  vague  hopes  that  his  messen- 
ger might  have  been  delayed  at  fkiurt  until  a 
fitting  and  favourable  answer  should  be  dispatch- 
ed back  to  him.  Inexperienced,  however,  in 
public  affairs  as  he  certainly  was,  it  required,  only 
a  moment^s  conaderation  to  convince  him  of  the 
improbability  of  an  expectation  so  contraiy  to  all 
he  had  heard  of  etiquette,  as  well  as  the  dila^* 
tory  proceeding  in  a  court^suit,  and  he  answer- 
ed the  good-natured  hostess  with  a  sigh,  that  he 
doubted  whether  the  King  would  even  look  on 
the  paper  addressed  to  him,  far  less  take  it  into 
his  immediate  connderation. 

^<  Now,  out  upon  you  for  a  faint-hearted  gen- 
tleman,*^ said  the  good  dame ;  ^^  and  why  should 
he  not  do  as  much  for  us  as  our  gracious  Queen 
Elizabeth  ?  Many  people  say  this  and  that  about 
a  queen  and  a  king,  but  I  think  a  king  comes 

10 
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mote  natural  to  us  Eog^di  fcSks;  and  this  good 
gentknuui  goes  as  often  down  by  water  to  GreeOi- 
wicli,  and  employs  as  many  of  the  baige-men  and 
water-men  of  all  kinds;  and  maintains,  in  his  royal 
grace,  John  Taylor  the  water-poet,  who  keeps 
bodiascuUerandapairofoars.  Andhehasm^de 
a  comely  Court  at  Wlutehall,  just  by  the  river ; 
and  nnoe  the  King  is  so  good  a  friend  to  the 
Thames,  I  cannot  see,  if  it  please  your  hpnourji 
why  all  his  subjects,  and  your  honour  in  spedaU 
tj,  should  not  have  satisfaction  by  his  hands.^ 

^*  Troe^  dame— true,— let  us  hope  for  the 
best ;  but  I  must  take  my  doak  and  rapier,  and 
prsy  your  husband  in  courtesy  to  teach  me  the 
way  to  a  magistrate.^ 

^*  Sure,  sir,^  said  the  prompt  dame^  <<  I  can 
do  that  as  well  as  he,  who  has  been  a  slow  man 
of  his  timgue  all  lus  life,  though  I  will  give  him 
his  due  for  being  a  loving  husband,  and  a  man 
as  well  to  pass  in  the  world  as  any  betwixt  us 
and  the  top  of  the  lane.  And  so  there  is  the 
atting  alderman,  that  is  always  at  the  Guild- 
hall, which  is  dose  by  PauTs,  and  so  I  warrant 

▼OL.I.  X 
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you  he  puts  all  to  rights  in  the  city  that  wisdonr 
can  mend ;  and  ibr  the  rest  there  is  no  help  but 
patience.  But  I  wish  I  were  as  sure  of  forty 
pounds,  as  I  am  that  the  young  man  will  come 
back  safe  and  sound.^ 

Ohfaunt,  in  great  and  anxious  doubt  of  what 
the  good  dame  so  strongly  averred,  flung  his 
cloak  on  one  shoulder,  and  was  about  ta  belt  on 
his  rapier,  when  first  the  voice  of  Bichie  Moni* 
plies  on  the  stair,  and  then  that  faithful  emis- 
sary's appearance  in  the  chamber,  put  the  matter 
beyond  question.  Dame  Nelly,  after  congratu- 
lating Moniplies  on  his  return,  and  paying  seve- 
ral compliments  to  her  own  sagacity  for  having 
foretold  it,  was  at  length  pleased  to  leave  the 
apartment.  The  truth  was,  that,  besides  some 
instinctive  feelings  of  good  breeding  which  com- 
bated her  curiosity,  she  saw  there  was  no  chance 
of  Bichie's  proceeding  in  his  narrative  while  she 
was  in  the  room,  and  she  therefore  retreated, 
trusting  that  her  own  address  would  get  the  se« 
cret  out  of  one  or  other  of  the  young  men,  when 
she  should  have  either  by  himsdf. 

^'  Now,  in  Heaven's  name,  what  is  the  matter  ?"* 
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Slid  Nigd  Olifaunt--^"  Where  have  you  been, 
or  what  have  you  been  about  P  You  look  as  pale 
as  death.  There  is  liooA  on  your  hand^  and  your 
dothes  are  torn.  What  barns-breaking  have  you 
beea  at  ?  You  have  been  drunk,  Richard,  and 
fighting." 

^^  Fighting  I  havebeed^"*  said  lUchard,  **  in  a 
sm^  way ;  but  for  being  drunk ^  that^s  a  job  ill 
to  manage  in  this  town,  trithout  money  to  come 
by  liquor ;  and  as  for  barns-breaking,  the  dell  a 
thing'*s  broken  but  my  head.  It^s  not  made  of 
iron,  I  wot,  nor  my  daithes  of  chenzie-mail ;  so 
a  club  smashed  the  tane,  and  a  daucht  damaged 
the  tither.  Some  misleard  rascals  abused  my 
coontiy,  but  I  think  I  deared  the  causey  of 
them.  However,  the  haiU  hive  was  ower  mony 
for  me  at  last,  and  I  got]  this  eclipse  on  the 
crown,  and  then  I  was  carried,  beyond  my  ken- 
ning, to  a  sma^  booth  at  the  Temple  Port^  whare 
they  sell  the  whirly-gigs  and  mony-go-rounds 
that  measure  out  time  as  a  man  wad  measure  a 
tartan  web ;  and  then  they  bled  me,  wold  I  nold 
I,  and  were  reasonably  dvU,  espedally  an  aukl 
countryman  of  ours,  of  whom  more  hereafter*^ 
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'<  And  at  what  oVlock  mig^t  this  be  ?^  said 
Nigel. 

'*  The  twa  iron  carles  yonder,  at  the  kirk  be- 
side  the  Port,  were  just  banging  out  sax  o^  the 
clock." 

**  And  why  came  you  not  home  so  soon  as  you 
recovered  ?"  said  Nigel. 

**  In  troth,  ndy  lord,  every  whff  has  its  where^ 
Jbre,  and  this  has  a  gude  ane,"  answered  his  fdU 
lower.  ^*  To  come  hame,  I  behoved  to  ken  whare 
hame  was ;  now,  I  had  clean  tint  the  name  of  the 
wynd,  and  the  mair  I  asked,  the  mair  the  folk 
leugh,  and  the  farther  they  sent  me  wrang ;  sae 
I  gave  it  up  till  God  should  send  daylight  to  help 
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me,  and  as  I  saw  mysell  near  a  kirk  at  the  lang 
run,  I  e'en  crap  in  to  take  up  my  nighty's  quarters 
in  the  kirk-yard.** 

"  In  the  church-yard  ?**  said  Nigel ;  **  but  I 
need  not  ask  what  drove  you  to  such  a  pinch.** 

*'  It  wasna  sae  much  the  want  o*  aller^  my 
Lord  Nigel,**  said  Richie,  with  an  air  of  myste- 
rious importance,  ^^  for  I  was  no  sae  absolute 
without  means,  of  whilk  mair  anon ;  but  I  fought 
I  wad  never  ware  a  saxpence  sterling  on  ane  of  their 
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auK^chamberlains  at  ahosteliy,  saelaogas  I  oould 
sleep  fiesh  and  fine  in  a  fair,  dry,  spring  night. 
Hony  a  dme  whan  I  hae  come  hame  ower  late, 
and  faiind  the  West  Pmt  steekit,  and  the  wuter 
iU-wiUy,  I  have  garrM  the  sexton  of  Saint  Cuth* 
bert's  calf.ward  serve  me  tor  my  quarters.  But 
then  there  are  dainty  green  graffs  in  Saint  Cuth- 
berfft  kirk-yard,  whare  ane  may  sleep  as  if  they 
were  in  a  down-bed,  till  they  hear  the  lavrock 
fioging  up  in  the  air  as  high  as  the  Castle;  where- 
as, and  behold,  these  London  kirk-yards  are  cau- 
seyed with  through-stanes,  panged  hard  and  fast 
thither ;  and  my  doak  being  something  thread- 
bate,  made  but  a  thin  mattress,  so  I  was  fain  to 
g^  up  my  bed  before  every  limb  about  me  was 
crippled.  Dead  fdks  may  sleep  yonder  sound 
CDow,  but  de^il  haet  else.^ 

*'  And  what  beeame  of  you  next  ?^  said  his 
maiter. 

**  I  just  took  to  a  canny  bulk^head,  as  they  ca* 
tbem  here ;  that  is,  the  boards  on  the  tap  of  their 
bits  of  outahots  of  stalls  and  booths,  and  there  I 
deeped  as  sound  as  if  I  was  in  a  castle.  Not  but 
I  was  disturbed  with  some  of  the  night-walking 
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queans  and  billies,  but  when  they  found  there 
was  nothing  to  be  got  by  me  but  a  slash  of  my 
Andrew  Femura,  they  bid  me  good-night  for  a 
beggariy  Scot ;  and  I  was  e^en  weel  pleased  to  be 
sae  cheap  rid  of  them.  And  in  the  morning,  I 
cam  daikering  here,  but  sad  wark  I  had  to  find 
the  way,  for  I  had  been  east  as  far  as  the  place 
they  ca*  Mile-End,  though  it  b  mair  like  sax* 
mile-end.* 

<*  Well,  Richie,*  answered  Nigel,  <*  I  am  gkd 
all  this  has  ended  so  well— go  get  something  to 
eat.    I  am  sure  you  need  it.** 

^^  In  troth  do  I,  sir,^  replied  Moniplies ;  <*  but, 
with  your  lordship^s  leave        * 

^'  Forget  the  lordship  for  the  present,  Richie, 
as  I  have  often  told  you  before.* 

**  Faid),*  replied  Kchie,  ^<  I  could  weel  for« 
get  that  your  honour  was  a  lord,  but  then  I  be- 
hoved  to  forget  that  I  am  a  lord^s  man,  and  thaf  s 
not  so  easy.  But,  however,*  he  added,  assisting 
his  description  with  the  thumb  and  the  two  fore- 
fingers of  his  right  hand,  thrust  out  after  the  fa- 
shion of  a  bird^s-claw,  while  the  little  finger  and 
ring*finger  were  closed  upon  the  palms,  <^  to  the 
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Court  I  went,  and  my  friend  that  promked  me 
a  sight  of  his  Majesty^s  most  gradous  presence^ 
was  as  gude  as  his  word,  and  carried  me  into  the 
back  offices,  where  I  got  the  best  breakfast  I 
hare  had  since  we  came  here,  and  it  did  me  gude 
for  the  rest  of  the  day ;  for  as  to  what  I  have 
eaten  in  this  accursed  town,  it  is  aye  sauced  with 
the  disquieting  thought  that  it  maun  be  pud  for. 
After  a\  there  was  but  beef  banes  and  fat  brose ; 
but  king^s  cauff,  your  honour  kens,  is  better  than 
ither  folk^s  com;  at  ony  rate,  it  was  aw  in  free 
awmous.  But  I  see,^  he  added,  stopping  short, 
that  your  honour  waxes  impatient** 
By  no  means,  Richie,"^  said  the  young  no- 
bleman, with  an  air  of  resignation,  for  he  well 
knew  his  domestic  would  not  mend  his  pace  for 
goading ;  ^'you  hare  suffered  enough  in  the  em- 
bassy to  hare  got  the  right  to  tell  the  story  in 
your  own  way.  Only  let  me  pray  for  the  name 
of  the  friend  who  was  to  introduce  you  into  the 
King^s  presence.  You  were  very  mysterious  on 
the  subject^  when  you  undertook,  through  his 
means,  to  have  the  Supplication  put  into  his  Ma* 
jcsty^s  own  hands|  since  those  sent  heretofore,  I 
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hav6  every  reason  to  think,  went  no  farther  than 
his  secretaryV^ 

<^  Weel,  my  lord,**  said  Richie,  «<  I  did  not 
tell  you  his  name  and  qusdity  at  first,  because  I 
thought  you  would  be  affronted  at  the  like  of  him 
having  to  do  in  your  lordship^  affairs*  But  mony 
li  man  climbs  up  in  Court  by  waur  help.  It  was 
just  Laurie  Linklater,  one  of  the  yeomen  of  the 
kitchen,  that  was  my  father^s  apprentice  lang 
syne.^ 

^'  A  yeoman  of  the  kitdien— a  scullion  T  ex- 
clumed  Lord  Nigel,  pacing  the  room  in  displea* 
sure. 

^'  But  connder,  sir,^  said  Richie,  composedly, 
**  that  a^your  great  friends  hung  back,  and  shun- 
ned  to  own  you,  or  to  advocate  your  petition ; 
and  then,  though  I  am  sure  I  wish  Laurie  a 
higher  office,  for  your  lordship^s  sake  and  for 
mine,  and  specially  for  his  ain  sake,  being  a 
friendly  lad,  yet  your  lordship  must  oon»der, 
that  a  scullion,  if  a  yeoman  of  the  King^s  most 
royal  kitchen  may  be  called  scullion,  may  weel 
rank  with  a  master-cook  elsewhere ;  being  that 
king^s  cauff,  as  I  said  before,  is  better  than- 
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You  are  right,  and  I  was  wroDg,^  said  the 
young  nobleman.  ^'  I  have  no  choice  of  means 
of  making  m j  case  known,  so  that  they  be  ho- 
liest'* 

^*  rjauiie  is  as  honest  a  lad  as  ever  lifted  a 
ladle,^  said  Richie ;  <<  not  but  what  I  dare  to  say 
he  can  lick  his  fingers  like  other  folks,  and  reason 
good.  Bat  in  fine,  for  I  see  your  honour  is  wax- 
ing impatient,  he  brought  me  to  the  palace,  where 
a**  was  astir  for  the  King  going  out  to  hunt  or 
hawk  on  Blackheath,  I  think  they  ca^d  it.  And 
there  was  a  horse  stood  with  all  the  quarries 
about  it,  a  bonny  grey  as  ever  was  foaled ;  and 
the  saddle  and  the  stirrups,  and  the  curb  and  bit, 
o^  bumixig  gowd,  or  silver  gilded  at  least ;  and 
down,  sir,  came  the  King,  with  all  his  nobles, 
dressed  out  in  his  hunting-suit  of  green,  doubly 
laced,  and  laid  down  with  gowd.  I  minded  the 
very  face  o*  him,  though  it  was  lang  since  I  saw 
him.  But,  my  certie  lad,  thought  I,  times  are 
changed  since  ye  came  fleeing  down  the  back 
stairs  of  auld  Holyrood-House,  in  grit  fear, 
having  your  breeks  in  your  hand  without  time 
to  put  them  on,  and  Frank  Stuart,  the  wild 
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Earl  of  Bothwell,  hard  at  your  hanches ;  and  if 
auld  Lord  Glenvarloch  hadna  cast  his  mantle 
about  his  arm,  and  taken  bluidy  wounds  mair 
than  ane  in  your  behalf,  you  wald  not  have 
craw^d  sae  crouse  this  day ;  and  so  saying,  I 
could  not  but  think  your  lordship*s  SifflicatioD 
could  not  be  less  than  most  acceptable ;  and  so 
I  banged  in  among  the  crowd  of  lords*  Laurie 
thought  me  mad,  and  held  me  by  the  cloak-lap 
till  the  cloth  rave  in  his  hand ;  and  so  I  banged 
in  right  before  the  King  just  as  he  mounted, 
and  cram^d  the  SifflicaUon  into  his  hand,  and  he 
opened  it  like  in  amaze ;  and  just  as  he  saw  the 
first  line,  I  was  minded  to  make  a  reverence,  and 
I  had  the  ill  luck  to  hit  his  jaud  o^  a  beast  on 
the  nose  with  my  hat^  and  scaur  the  creature^  and 
she  swarved  aside,  and  the  King,  that  sits  na 
mickle  better  than  a  draff-pock  on  the  saddle, 
was  like  to  have  gotten  a  clean  coup,  and  that 
might  have  cost  my  crmg  a  raxing — and  he 
flung  down  the  paper  amang  the  beast^s  feet,  and 
cried,  Away  wi^  the  fausc  loon  that  brought  it. 
And  they  grippit  me,  and  cried  Treason ;  and  I 
thought  of  the  Ruthvcns  that  were  dirked  in 
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^eir  ain  bouae,  for  it  may  be  as  small  a  forfeit. 
However,  they  spak  only  of  scourging  me,  and 
had  me  away  to  the  porter^s  lodge  to  try  the 
tawse  on  my  back,  and  I  was  crying  mercy  as 
loud  as  I  could ;  and  the  King,  when  he  had 
righted  himsell  oa  the  saddle,  and  gathered  bis 
breath,  cried  to  do  me  nae  harm ;  for,  said  he, 
he  is  ane  of  our  ain  Norland  stots,  I  ken  bv  the 
rowt  of  him,— and  they  a^  laughed  and  rowted 
bud  eneugh.  And  then  he  said,  gie  him  a  copy 
of  the  Proclamation,  and  let  him  go  down  to  die 
North  by  the  next  light  collier,  before  waur  come 
o\  So  they  let  me  go,  and  rode  out  aw  snigger- 
ing, laughing,  and  rounding  in  ilk  itheis  lugs. 
A  sair  life  I  had  wi^  Laurie  Linklater ;  for  he 
said  it  wad  be  the  ruin  of  him.  And  then,  when 
I  told  him  it  was  in  your  matter,  he  said  if  he 
had  known  before  he  would  have  risked  a  scaud 
ing  for  you,  because  he  minded  the  brave  old 
Lord,  your  father.  And  then  he  shewed  how  I 
suld  have  done, — and  that  I  suld  have  held  up 
my  hand  to  my  brow,  as  if  the  grandeur  of  the 
Cng  and  his  horse-graith  tbegither  had  casten 
the  glaiks  in  my  een,  and  mair  jack-an-ape  tricks 


76  THE  FORTUVS8  OF  NIGSL* 

I  suld  bae  played,  instead  of  offering  the  Siffli- 
cation  as  if  I  had  been  bringing  guts  to  a  bear. 
*  For,^  said  he,  <  Richie,  the  Kng  is  a  weel-na- 
tured  and  just  man  of  his  ain  kindly  nature,  but 
be  has  a  whin  maggots  that  maun  be  cannily 
guided ;  and  then,  Richie,^  says  he,  in  a  very 
liugh  tone,  ^  I  would  tell  it  to  nane  but  a  wise 
man  like  yoursell,  but  the  King  has  them  about 
him  wad  corrupt  an  angel  from  heaven;  but 
I  could  have  gi^en  you  avisement  how  to  have 
guided  him,  but  now  ifs  like  after  meat  mus- 
tard.^— *  Aweel,  aweel,  Laurie,^  said  T,  *  it 
may  be  as  you  say ;  but  since  I  am  clear  c^  the 
tawse  and  the  porter^s  lodge,  sifflicate  wha  like, 
de'^il  hae  Richie  Moniplies  if  he  come  sifflicating 
here  again."* — And  so  away  I  came,  and  I  wasna 
far  by  the  Temple  Port,  or  Bar,  or  whatever  they 
ca"  it,  when  I  met  with  the  misadventure  that  I 
tauld  you  of  before.^ 

'*  Well,  my  honest  Richie,^  said  Lord  (Hgel, 
«  your  attempt  was  well  meant,  and  not  so  ill 
conducted,  I  think,  as  to  have  deserved  so  bad  an 
issue ;  but  go  to  your  beef  and  mustard,  and 
we^U  talk  of  the  rest  afterwards.^ 
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<*  There  is  nae  mair  to  be  spoken,  sir,^  siud  his 
follower,  ^'  except  that  I  met  ane  very  honest, 
fair-spoken,  wed  put-on  gentleman,  or  rather 
burgher,  as  I  think,  that  was  in  the  whigmaleery 
man^s  back-shop,  and  when  he  learned  wha  I 
was,  behold  he  was  a  Scot  himsell,  and  what  is 
more,  a  townVbaim  o*  the  gude  town,  and  he 
behoved  to  compel  me  to  take  this  Portugal  piece, 
to  drink,  forsooth — mj  certie,  thought  I,  we  ken 
better,  for  we  will  eat  it— and  he  spoke  of  paying 
your  I<Nrdship  a  visit.^^ 

<<  Tou  did  not  tell  him  where  I  fived,  you 
knave  r*  said  the  Lord  Nigel  angrily.  <<  ^Sdeath, 
I  shall  have  every  clownish  burgher  from  Edin- 
burgh come  to  gaze  on  my  distress,  and  pay  a 
shilling  for  having  seen  the  MoUon*  of  the  Poor 
Noble.** 

*'  Tell  him  where  you  lived  ?**  said  Richie, 
evading  the  question,  *^  How  could  I  tell  him 
what  I  kenned  na  mysell  ?  If  I  had  minded  the 
name  of  the  wynd,  I  need  not  have  slept  in  the 
kirk-yard  yestreen." 

^'  See  then  that  you  give  no  one  notice  of  our 
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lodging,"^  said  the  young  nobleman ;  **  those  with 
whom  I  have  business  I  cast  meet  at  Paul^or  in 
the  Court  of  Bequests.^ 

^  This  is  steeldng  the  staBle^oor  when  the 
steed  is  stolen,^  thought  Richie  to  himself;  ''  but 
I  must  put  him  on  another  pin.** 

So  thinking,  he  asked  the  young  lord  what  was 
in  the  Proclamation  which  he  still  held  folded  in 
his  hand ;  ^^  for,  having  little  time  to  spell  at  it,^ 
said  he,  '*  your  lordship  well  knows  I  ken  nought 
about  it  but  the  grand  blazon  at  the  tap— the  lion 
has  gotten  a  claught  of  out  auld  Scottish  shield 
now,  but  it  was  as  weel  upheld  wheu  it  had  au 
unieom  on  ilk  side  of  it.^ 

Lord  Nigel  re^d  the  F^roclamation,  and  he  co- 
loured deep  with  shame  and  indignation  as  he 
read ;  for  the  purport  was,  to  his  injured  feelings, 
like  the  pouring  of  ardent  spirits  upon  a  recent 
wound. 

^^  What  rfeil's  in  the  pi^r^  my  lord  ?''  said 
Richie,  unable  to  suppress  his  curiosity  as  he  ob- 
served his  master  change  colour,  "  I  wadna  ask 
such  a  thing,  only  the  Proclamation  is  not  a  pri-< 
▼ate  thing,  but  is  meant  for  a^  men^s  bearing.^ 
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*^  It  is  indeed  meant  for  all  menis  hearing,^ 
relied  Lord  Nigel,  ^'  and  it  proclaims  the  shame 
of  our  country,  nod  the  ingratitude  of  our  Prince. 

'^  Now  the  Lord  preserve  us,  and  to  publish 
it  in  London  too  T  ejaculated  Moniplies. 

«<  Hark  ye,  Richard,''  said  Nigel  Olifaunt, 
^  in  this  pq>er  the  Lords  of  the  Council  set 
forth,  that,  '  in  connderation  of  the  resort  of  idle 
persons  of  low  condition  forth  from  his  Majesty''s 
kingdom  of  Scotland  to  hisEnglish  Court — filling 
the  same  with  thdr  suits  and  supplications,  and 
didumouring  the  rojal  presence  with  thdr  base, 
poor,  and  beggarly  persons,  to  the  disgrace  of 
thdr  countiy  in  the  estimation  of  the  Engfish  ; 
these  are  to  prohibit  the  skippers,  masters  of  ves 
fids,  and  others,  in  every  part  of  Scotland,  from 
bringing  such  miserable  creatures  up  to  Court, 
under  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.^^ 

'^  I  marie  the  skipper  took  us  on  board,^  said 
Richie. 

^  Then  you  need  not  marvel  how  you  are  to 
get  hack  again,^  said  Lord  Nigel,  <*  for  here  is  a 
clause  which  says,  that  such  idle  suitors  are  to  be 
traasported  back  to  Scotland  at  his  Majesty's  ex 
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peiioe,aiid  panished  fortbaraudacity  with  stripes, 
Btockingy  or  incarceradon^  aoeocdkig  to  thdr  de- 
merits'—that is  to  sajy  I  suppose,  according  to 
the  degree  of  their  poverty,  for  I  see  no  other 
demerit  qualified.^ 

*^  This  will  scarcely,*  said  JUchie,  *^  square  with 
our  old  proverb— 

A  King's  face 
Should  give  grace; 

But  what  says  the  paper  further,  my  lord  ?"* 

^<  O,  only  a  small  clause  which  especially  coa- 
cems  us,  making  some  still  heavier  denundations 
against  those  suitors  who  shall  be  so  bold  as  tp 
approach  the  Court,  under  pretext  of  seeking  pay- 
ment of  old  debts  due  to  them  by  the  King,  which, 
the  paper  states,  is  of  all  species  of  importunity 
that  which  is  most  odious  to  hb  Majesty.'^ 

<*  The  King  .has  neighbours  iii  that  matter,^ 
8£ud  Richie ;  ^^  but  it  is  not  every  one  that  can 
shift  off  that  sort  of  cattle  so  easily  as  he  does.*" 
Th^  conversation  was  here  interrupted  by  a 
knocking  at  the  door.  Olifaunt  looked  out  at  the 
window,  and  saw  an  elderly  respectable  perpoii 
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wbom  be  knew  not.  Richie  also  peeped,  and  re- 
cognized, but  recognizbg,  chose  not  to  acknow- 
ledge, his  friend  of  the  preceding  evening.  Afraid 
that  his  share  in  the  visit  mi^t  be  detected,  he 
made  his  escape  out  of  the  apartment  under  pre- 
text of  going  to  his  breakfast;  and  left  thdr  land- 
lady the  task  of  ushering  Master  George  into 
Lord  Nigel^s  apartment,  which  she  performed 
with  much  courtesy. 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Ay,  sir,  the  douted  ihoe  ha^  oft  timet  craft  in'ty 
Af  layi  the  nutic  proreib ;  and  your  citizen, 
Id*8  grogram  rait,  gold  chain,  and  well-black*d  shoef, 
Bears  under  his  flat  cap  oft  times  a  brain 
Wiser  than  bums  beneath  the  cap  and  feather. 
Or  seethes  within  the  statesman's  velvet  night-cap. 

Read  me  my 


The  young  Scotdsh  nobleman  received  the 
citizen  with«dbtant  politeness,  expressing  tbat 
sort  of  reserve  by  which  those  of  the  higher 
ranks  are  sometimes  willing  to  make  a  plebeian 
sensible  that  he  is  an  intruder.  But  Master 
George  seemed  nather  displeased  nor  discon- 
certed. He  assumed  the  chair,  which,  in  defe- 
'rcnce  to  his  respectable  appearance.  Lord  Nigel 
offered  to  him,  and  said,  after  a  moments  pause, 
during  which  he  had  looked  attentively  at  the 
young  man,  with  respect  not  unmingled  with 
emotion — ^^  You  will  forgive  me  for  this  rude- 
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1K8B,  my  lord ;  but  I  was  endeavounng  to  trace 
in  your  youthful  countenance  the  features  of  my 
good  old  Lord^  your  excellent  &ther.* 

There  waa  a  moments  pause  ere  young  Glen- 
▼arioch  replied,  still  with  a  reserved  manner,— 
^  I  have  been  reckoned  like  my  father,  sir,-^ 
and  am  happy  to  see  any  one  that  respects  his 
memcxy.  But  the  business  winch  calls  me  to 
diis  city  18  of  a  hasty  as  well  as  a  private  nature, 
and ^ 

'*  I  understand  tlie  hint,  my  lord,*  said  Master 
George,  <*  and  would  not  be  guilty  of  long  detain- 
ing you  from  business,  or  more  agreeable  conver- 
sation. Myerrandisalmostdonewhenlhavesaid, 
that  my  name  is  Greorge  Heriot,  warmly  befriend- 
ed, and  introduced  into  the  employment  of  the 
royal  feunily  of  Scotland,  more  than  twenty  years 
moe,  by  your  excellent  father ;  and  that,  learning 
fium  a  fc^wer  of  yours  that  your  lordship  was 
in  tins  dty  in  prosecution  of  some  business  of  im- 
portance, it  is  my  duty — ^it  is  my  pleasiure— to 
wait  on  the  son  of  my  respected  patron ;  and, 
as  I  am  somewhat  known  both  at  the  court  and 
in  the  city,  to  offer  him  such  aid  in  the  further- 
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ii^  of  his  afittin,  as  my  credit  and  expsrieooe 
may  be  able  to  afford.'* 

^<  I  have  no  doubt  of  either.  Master  Heriot,^ 
said  Lord  Nigel,  <<  and  I  thank  you  heartily  for 
th«  good^will  with  which  you  have  placed  them 
at  a  stranger's  diq>osal ;  but  my  business  at 
court  is  done  and  ended,  and  I  intend  to  leave 
London,  and,  indeed,  the  island,  for  foreign  tf»- 
vd  and  military  service.  I  may  add  that  the  sud- 
denness of  my  departure  occasions  my  having  liU 
tie  time  at  my  disposal.'' 

Master  Heriot  did  not  take  the  hint,  but  sat 
&st,  with  an  embarrassed  countenance  however, 
hke  that  of  one  who  had  something  to  say  that 
he  knew  not  exactly  how  to  make  effectual.  At 
length  he  said,  with  a  dubious  smile,  '*  You  are 
fortunate,  my  lord,  in  having  so  soon  dispatched 
your  business  at  court  Your  talking  landlady 
infcmns  me  you  have  been  but  a  fortnight  in 
this  city.  It  is  usually  months  and  years  ere  the 
Court  and  a  suitor  shake  hands  and  part'* 

^  My  business,"  said  Lord  Nigel,  with  a  fare- 
vity  which  was  intended  to  stop  further  discu»- 
sioD,  *<  was  sui^marily  diq^atched." 
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Master  Heriot  remained  seated,  and 
there  was  a  cordial  good-humour  added  to  the 
reyerenoe  of  hb  appeanuioe^  which  rendeted  it 
impoBsiUe  fitnr  Lord  Nigel  to  be  more  explicit  in 
requesdi^  his  absence. 

**  Your  lordship  has  not  yet  had  time,^  said 
the  cttuBen,  stifl  attempting  to  sustain  the  ooiw 
▼ersation,  ^'  to  visit  the  places  of  amusemeDt,—- 
the  plaj-houses,  and  other  places  to  whidi  jouth 
resort  But  I  see  in  your  lordship^s  hand  ode 
of  the  new-invented  plots  of  the  pieoe^  which  they 
hand  about  of  late^-^May  I  aA  what  pkty  F^ 

<'  Oh !  a  welUknown  jnece^*  said  Lord  Nigel^ 
impatiently  thniwing  down  the  Prodamation, 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  twisting  to  and  iix> 
in  his  hand, — *^  an  excellent  and  well4ipproved 
piece^^  New  Way  to  Pa^  Old  Debur 

Master  Heriot  stooped  down^  ^yingi  *^  Ah  { 
my  old  acquidntance,  Philip  Maseiager  ;^  but^ 
baring  opened  the  paper  and  seen  the  purport, 
he  looked  at  Lord  Nigel  Olifaunt  with  sarprise, 
sayiif^,  ^^  I  trust  your  lordship  does  not  think 
this  prohibition  can  extend  either  to  your  person 
or  your  claims  ?'" 
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<*  I  should  scarce  have  thought  so  myself,^* 
8ud  the  young  nobleman ;  ^^  but  so  it  proves. 
His  Majesty,  to  close  this  discourse  at  once,  has 
been  pleased  to  send  me  thb  Proclamation,  in 
answer  to  a  respectful  Supplication  for  the  re« 
payment  of  large  loans  advanced  by  my  father  for 
the  service  of  the  state,  in  the  Singes  utmost  emer- 
gendes.^ 

*'  It  b  impossible  !^  said  the  citixen— *^  it  b 
absolutely  impossible ! — If  the  King  could  for- 
get what  was  due  to  your  father''s  memory,  still 
he  would  not  have  wished— would  not,  I  may 
say,  have  dared — ^to  be  so  flagrantly  unjust  to  the 
memory  of  such  a  man  as  your  father,  who,  dead 
in  the  body,  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of  the 
Scottbh  people.^ 

'*  I  should  have  been  of  your  ofnnion,^  an- 
swered Lord  Nigel,  in  the  same  tone  as  befine ; 
*'  but  there  is  no  fighting  with  facts.*** 

*^  What  was  the  tenor  of  this  Supplication  ?* 
said  Heriot ;  *<  or  by  whom  was  it  presented  ? 
Something  strange  there  must  have  been  in  the 
contents,  or        "^ 
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**  You  may  see  my  original  draught/  aaid  the 
young  Lord^  taking  it  out  of  a  small  txavelling 
Btfong-box ;  ^*  the  technical  port  is  by  my  law- 
yer in  Scotland,  a  skilful  and  senaUe  man ;  the 
rest  is  my  own,  drawn,  I  hope,  with  due  deference 
and  modesty.^ 

Master  Heriot  hastily  cast  his  eye  over  the 
draught.  '*  Nothing,^  he  said,  **  can  be  more 
well-tempered  and  respeetftd.  Is  it  possible  the 
King  can  have  treated  this  petition  with  con- 
tempt?*' 

^*  He  threw  it  down  on  the  pavement,^  said 
the  Lord  of  Glenvarlodi,  **  and  sent  me  for  an- 
swer that  Prodamatioa,  in  which  he  classes  me  « 
with  the  paupers  and  mendicants  from  Scotland, 
who  disgrace  his  court  in  the  eyes  of  the  proud 
Eng^idi^^^diat  is  alL  Had  not  my  father  stood 
by  him  with  heart,  aword,  and  fortune,  he  might 
never  have  seen  the  Court  of  England  himself.^ 

^  But  by  whom  was  this  Supplication  present- 
ed, my  lord  ?"  aaid  Heriot ;  *<  for  the  distaste 
taken  at  the  messenger  will  sometimes  extend 
itself  to  the  message.^ 
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<< By mj  wrranty^  said  tbe  Lofd  Nigel;  ^^  by 
the  man  you  saw,  aiid»  I  thinks  were  kind  U>J* 

<<  By  your  servant^  my  lord  ?^  said  the  citizen ; 
^^  he  aeems  a  shrewd  feUow,  and  doubtless  a  faith- 
ful ;  but  surely*-—^ 

<<  You  would  say,^  said  Lord  Nigel,  **  he  is 
no  fit  messenger  to  a  Eing^s  presence  ?— Surely 
he  is  not ;  but  what  could  I  do  ?  Every  attempt 
I  had  made  to  lay  my  case  before  tbe  King  had 
miaearried,  and  my  petitions  got  no  farther  than 
the  budgets  of  clerks  and  secretaries ;  this  fellow 
pretended  he  had  a  frieixl  in  the  household  that 
would  bring  him  to  the  King^s  presence,— ^and 

'<  I  understand,^  said  Heriot;  *'  but,  my 
lord,  why  should  you  not,  in  rig^t  of  your  rank 
and  birth,  have  appeared  at  court,  and  required 
an  audieno^  which  oould  not  have  been  denied 
to  you  ?^ 

The  young  lord  blushed  a  little^  and  kwked 
at  his  dress,  which  was  very  plain  ;  and,  though 
in  perfect  good  order,  had  the  appearance  of 
having  seen  service. 
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**  I  know  not  why  I  shoahl  be  ashamed  of 
speaking  the  tnith,^  he  siud,  after  a  momentary 
heaitation,— -^  I  had  no  dress  suitable  for  ap- 
pearing at  court.  I  am  determined  to  incur  no 
ezp^ices  which  I  cannot  discharge ;  and  I  think 
you,  sir,  would  not  advise  me  to  stand  at  the 
palace-door  in  person,  and  deliver  my  petition, 
along  with  those  who  axe  in  very  deed  pleading 
their  necessity,  and  beg^^ng  an  alms.* 

*'  That  had  been,  indeed,  unseemly,**  said  the 
dtisen ;  ^  but  yet,  my  lord,  my  mind  runs 
strangriy  that  there  must  be  some  mistake. — 
Can  I  speak  with  your*doaestic  ?^ 

'<  I  see  little  good  it  can  do,^  answered  the 
young  lord,  <*  but  the  interest  you  take  in  my 
mitfinrtunes  seems  sincere,  and  therefore-—-^'" 
He  stamped  on  the  flocH*,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
afterwards  Momplies  appeared,  wiping  from  his 
heard  and  moustaches  the  crumbs  of  bread,  and 
the  froth  of  the  ale-pot,  which  plainly  shewed 
how  he  had  been  employed. — **  Will  your  lord- 
ship grant  pemusnon,'"  said  Heriot,  **  that  I  ask 
your  groom  a  few  questions  ?^ 
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*'  His  lordship^s  page^  Master  George,^  an- 
swered Moniplies,  with  a  nod  of  acknowledg- 
ment, ^^  if  you  are  minded  to  speak  according 
to  the  letten"" 

*<  Hold  your  saucy  tongue,^  said  his  master, 
'^  and  reply  distinctly  to  the  questions  you  are  to 
be  asked.^ 

*'  And  indy^  if  it  like  your  pageship,^  said  the 
citizen,  *'  for  you  may  remember  I  have  a  gift 
to  discover  falset^ 

*'  Weel,  weel,  weel,^  replied  the  domestic,  some* 
what  embarrassed,  in  spite  of  his  eflrontery — 
*<  though  I  think  that  the  sort  of  truth  that  serves 
my  master,  may  Wed  serve  ony  ane  else.'" 

*'  Pages  Ue  to  thdr  masters  by  right  of  cus- 
tom,^ said  the.  citizen ;  *^  and  you  write  yourself 
in  that  band,  though  I  think  you  b6  among  the 
oldest  of  such  springalds ;  but  to  me  you  must 
speak  truth,  if  you  would  not  have  it  end  in  the 
whipping.post.^ 

'*  Andthafs  e^en  a  bad  resting-place,^  said  the 
well-grown  page;  *^  so  come  away  with  your 
questions.  Master  Greorge.^ 

*^  Well,  then,^  demanded  the  citizen,  ^^  I  am 
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giveD  to  undenUuid  that  you  yesterday  praiented 
to  his  Majesty''8  hand  a  Supplication,  or  |)eUtioD, 
from  this  honourable  Lord,  your  master.^ 

*'  Troth,  there^s  nae  giunsaying  that,  sir,**  re- 
pBed  Monijdies ;  ^<  there  were  enow  to  see  it  be- 
sides me.^ 

^<  And  you  pretend  that  his  Majesty  flung 
it  fiom  him  with  contempt,^  said  the  citizen. 
^  Take  heed,  for  I  have  means  of  knowing  the 
truth ;  and  you  were  better  up  to  the  neck  in 
the  Nor-Loch,  which  you  like  so  well,  than  tell  a 
leanng  where  his  Mi^esty^s  name  u  ccmcemed.^ 

'^  There  is  nae  occasion  for  leasing-making 
about  the  matter,^  answered  Moniplies,  firmly ; 
^*  his  Majesty  e^en  flung  it  frae  him  as  if  it  had 
dirtied  his  fingers.^ 

<<  You  hear,  sir,^  said  Olifaunt,  addressing 
Heriot 

^  Hush  r  said  the  sagacious  citizen ;  **  this  fel- 
low is  not  ill  named — ^he  has  more  plies  than  one 
m  his  doak. — Stay,  fellow,^  for  Moniplies,  mut- 
tering somewhat  about  finishing  his  breakfast, 
was  begimiing  to  shamble  towards  the  door, 
'*  answer  me  this  further  question — When  you 
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gave  your  magter^s  petition  to  hb  Majesty,  gave 
you  nothiDg  with  it  ?^ 

'<  Oil,  what  should  I  give  wi^  it,  ye  ken.  Mas- 
ter George  ?^ 

*^  That  is  what  I  desire  and  insist  to  know,"" 
re|died  his  interrogator. 

«  Weel  then — I  am  not  free  to  say,  that  may 
be,  I  might  not  just  slip  into  the  King's  hand  a 
wee  bit  sifflication  of  mine  ain,  aloi^  with  my 
lord*s— just  to  save  his  Majesty  trouble^-^and 
that  he  might  consider  them  baith  at  ancc'' 

^'  A  supplication  of  your  own,  you  varlei  T 
sud  his  master. 

"  On,  dear  ay,  my  lord,''  smd  Richie—"  puir 
bodies  hae  thrir  bits  of  nflications  as  weel  as 
their  betters.^ 

^  And  pray,  what  might  your  worshipful  pe- 
tition import?"  said  Mr  Heriot — **  Nay,  for 
heaven^s  sake,  my  lord,  keep  your  patience,  or 
we  shall  never  learn  the  truth  of  this  strange 
matter.— Speak  out,  sirrah,  and  I  will  stand  your 
friend  with  my  lord.* 

"  It's  a  lang  story  to  tell — but  the  upshot  is, 
that  it^s  a  scrape  of  an  auld  accompt  due  to  my 
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father^s  yestate  by  her  Majesty  the  Kiifg^s  nuust 
giBcioua  mutfaer,  when  she  lived  in  the  Caatle^ 
and  had  sundry  providings  and  f umisbings  forth 
of  our  booth,  whilk  oae  doubt  was  an  honour 
to  my  father  to  supply,  and  whilk,  doubtless,  it 
will  be  a  credit  to  his  Majesty  to  satisfy,  as  it 
will  be  grit  oonyemence  to  me  to  recdve  the 


'<  What  string  of  impertinenGe  is  this?^  said 
his  master. 

'*  Every  word  as  true  as  e^er  John  Knox  spoke,^ 
said  Bidiie ;  ^*  berets  the  bit  double  of  the  fliffli- 
caticHi.^ 

Master  Greorge  took  a  crumpled  paper  from 
the  fellow^s  hand,  and  said,  muttering  betwixt 
his  teeth— <<  <  Humbly  sheweth^um-^^un— his 
Majesty^s  maist  gracious  mother — ^um— um— - 
justly  addebted  and  owing  the  sum  of  fifteen 
merks— the  oompt  whereof  followeth—*— Twelve 
nowte^s  feet  for  jilUes^HUie  lamb,  being  Christ- 
mas—ane  roasted  capin  in  grease  for  the  privy 
chafaner,  when  my  Lord  of  Bothwell  suppit  with 
her  grace.^ — I  think,  my  lord,  you  can  hardly  be 
surprised  that  the  King  gave  this  petition  a  brisk 
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reoeplion;  and  I  oonclade,  Master  Page,  that 
you  took  care  to  present  your  own  supplication 
bef(»e  your  mast^V^ 

*'  Troth  did  I  not,^  answered  Moniplies,  '*  I 
thought  to  have  given  my  lord^s  first,  as  was  rea- 
son  gude ;  and  besides  that,  it  wad  have  red  the 
gate  for  my  ain  little  bill.  But  what  wi*  the  dir. 
dum  an  confusion,  an  the  loupin  here  and  there 
of  the  skeigh  brute  of  a  horse,  I  believe  I  cram- 
med them  buth  into  his  hand  cheek  by  jowl,  and 
maybe  my  ain  was  boonmost ;  and  say  there  was 
aught  wrang,  I  am  sure  T  had  a**  the  fright  and 
a'  the  risk—'* 

'*  And  shall  have  all  the  beating,  you  rascal 
knave,^  said  Nigel ;  ^  am  I  to  be  insulted  and 
dishonoured  by  your  pragmatical  insolence,  in 
blending  your  base  concerns  with  mine  ?^ 

''  Nay,  nay,  nay,  my  lord,"  said  the  good-hu- 
moured citizen,  interposhag ;  **  I  have  been  the 
means  of  bringing  the  fellow's  blunder  to  light—- 
allow  me  interest  enough  with  your  lordship  to 
be  bail  for  his  bones.  You  have  cause  to  be  an- 
gry, but  still  I  think  the  knave  mistook  m(»^  out 
of  conceit  than  of  purpose ;  and  I  judge  you  will 
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have  the  better  aerrioe  of  him  another  time,  if 
you  overlook  this  fault— Get  you  gone,  sirrah 
— ^ni  make  your  peace.* 

^*  Na,  na,^  said  Moniplies,  keeping  his  ground 
firmly,  "  if  he  likes  to  strike  a  lad  that  has  fol- 
lowed him  fbr  pure  love,  for  I  think  there  has 
been  little  servant^s  fee  between  us,  aw  the  way 
fnie  Scotland,  just  let  my  lord  be  doing,  and  see 
the  credit  he  will  get  by  it— «nd  I  would  rather 
(mony  thanks  to  you  though.  Master  George,) 
stand  by  a  lick  of  his  batton,  than  it  suld  e^er  be 
said  a  stranger  came  between  us."* 

*^  Gro  then,^  said  his  master,  "  and  get  out  of 
my  sight.^ 

'*  Awed  I  wot  that  is  sune  done,^  said  Moni- 
plies, retiring  slowly ;  ''  I  did  not  come  without 
I  had  been  ca*d  for — and  I  wad  have  been  away 
half  an  hour  since  with  my  gude  will,  only  Mais- 
ter  George  keepit  me  to  answer  his  interrogation, 
forsooth,  and  that  has  made  aw  this  stir.* 

And  so  he  made  his  grumbling  exit,  with  the 
tone  much  rather  of  one  who  has  sustained  an 
injury,  than  who  has  done  wrong. 

**  There  never  was  a  man  so  plagued  as  I  am 
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with  a  mftlapert  knave  !««The  fellow  b  shrewd, 
and  I  have  found  him  faithful— I  believe  he  loves 
me  too,  and  he  has  given  proofs  of  it— -but  then 
he  is  so  uplifted  in  his  own  conceit,  so  self-willed, 
and  90  selflojnnioned,  that  he  scans  to  become 
the  master  and  I  the  man ;  and  whatever  blunder 
he  commits,  he  is  sure  to  make  as  loud  complaints, 
as  if  the  whole  error  lay  with  me,  and  in  no  degree 
with  himself.^ 

**  Cherish  him,  and  maintain  him,  nev«rthe« 
less,^  said  the  citizen ;  <^  for  believe  my  grey  hairs, 
that  affection  and  fidelity  are  now  rarer  qualities 
in  a  servitor,  than  when  the  world  was  younger. 
Yet  trust  him,  my  good  lord,  with  no  commisdon 
above  his  birth  or  breeding,  for  you  see  yourself 
how  it  may  chance  to  fidl.^ 

*'  It  is  but  too  evident,  Master  Heriot,^  said 
the  young  nobleman ;  ^*  and  I  am  sorry  I  have 
done  injustice  to  my  sovereign,  and  your  master. 
But  I  am,  like  a  true  Scotsman,  wise  bdiind  hand 
—the  mistake  has  happened-— 4ny  Supplication 
has  been  refused,  and  my  only  resource  is  to  em* 
ploy  the  rest  of  my  means  to  carry  Moniplies  and 
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my9df  to  some  oounteracarp,  and  die  in  the  bat- 
tle-lrait  like  mj  anoeston.* 

**  It  were  better  to  live  and  serve  your  country 
like  your  noble  father,  my  lord,^  replied  Master 
George.  '*  Nay,  nay,  never  look  down  or  shake 
your  head — the  Cng  has  not  refused  your  Sup- 
.{dication,  for  he  has  not  seen  it— you  ask  but  jus- 
tice, and  that  his  place  obliges  him  to  give  to  his 
subjects— «y,  my  lord,  and  I  will  say  that  his 
natural  temper  doth  in  this  hold  bias  with  his 
duty." 

*^  I  were  well  pleased  to  think  so,  and  yet——** 
said  Nigel  Oli&unt, — **  I  speak  not  of  my  own 
wrongs,  but  my  country  hath  many  that  are  un. 


«<  My  lord,""  said  Master  Heriot,  <<  I  speak  of 
my  royal  master,  not  only  with  the  respect  due 
from  a  subject— the  gratitude  to  be  paid  by  a 
favoured  servant,  but  also  with  the  frankness  of 
a  free  and  loyal  Scotsman.  The  Bang  is  himself 
wril  £spo8ed  to  hold  the  scales  of  justice  even ; 
but  there  are  those  around  him  who  can  throw 
without  detection  their  own  selfish  wishes  and 

VOL.  I.  a 
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.bade  intereaU  into  the  scale.  You  are  already  a 
sufferer  by  this,  and  without  your  knowing  it.^ 
*^  I  am  siurpriBed,  Master  Heiiot,^  said  the 
young  lardy  "  to  hear  you,  upon  so  short  an  ac- 
'quaiotanoe^  talk  as  if  you  were  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  my  affairs.^ 
.  <'  My  lord,''  replied  the  goldsmith,  '<  the  na- 
ture  of  my  employment  afibrds  me  direct  access 
to  the  interior  of  the  palace ;  I  am  wdl  known 
to  be  no  meddlnr  in  intrigues  or  party  aflSnrs,  so 
that  no  favourite  has  as  yet  endeavoured  to  shut 
i^ainst  me  the  door  of  the  royal  closet ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  have  stood  well  with  each  while  he 
was  in  power,  and  I  have  not  shared  the  fall  of 
any.  But  I  cannot  be  thus  connected  with  the 
Court,  without  hearing,  even  against  my  will, 
what  wheels  are  in  motion,  and  how  they  are 
checked  or  forwarded.  Of  ccnup se,  when  I  dbuse 
to  seek  such  intelligence,  I  know  the  sources  in 
which  it  is  to  be  traced.  I  have  tdid  you  why  I 
was  interested  in  your  lordship's  fortunes.  It  was 
hut  night  only  that  I  knew  you  were  in  this  city, 
yel  I  have  been  able,  in  coming  hither  this  mom- 
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0^  to  gidn  for  jou  tome  infanaifttiao  iMpcdiag 
the  impediments  to  your  suit** 

^<  Sr»  I  m  pbfiged  bj  yiour  sflBl»  however  lit. 
tie  H  may  bemeritedt*  nMWvnd  Nigd,  ilin  vith 
mme  rmerwe  i  ^yttl  haidljr  kamr  how  I  haMi 
j^MnFed  thii  intiTnot* 

^  Fint  kt  me  mtitSy  jou  that  k  ii  reel,*'  mA 
(be  dtifent  <<  I  bbme  ygu soft  fer  limg  umrilL 
i^g  to  ondit  th«  feir  prokmhoB  of  a  ctvanger  in 
my  vdmof  dm  of  raoflfyi  when  you  have  mel 
•9  fittk  fiieaddiqp  from  relelinni,  and  thpte  of 
yoar  own  nmk,  hovnd  to  ham  luwted  yoH  by  M 
maaytieai  But  mark  die  canea.  Thenieanort* 
gage  over  your  fiiither*s  eactneaTe  estate^  to  the 
amooBt  of  40,000  aMrka,  due  oetenaUy  to  Pen. 
grine  Petcnoa,  the  Gemenrator  of  Seotliih  Pri- 
fikgea  at  Campyere.^ 

^  I  know  notluDg  of  a  mortgage,^  said  the 
young  IcMnd;  <<  but  them  ia  a  wadset  fiv  nieh  a 
mm,  wfaidi,  if  muedeemed,  will  ooeaikm  the  for- 
fiitnmiof  my  whole  paternal  estate,  for  a  sum  net 
•hove  a  foortii  of  Its  value»«and  it  is  for  that 
amy  reason  that  I  piess  the  ^n^  government 
finr  a  settlement  of  the  ddits  dne  to  my  fcther. 
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that  I  may  be  able  to  redeem  my  land  from  tbia 
rapacious  creditor.^ 

**  A  wadset  in  Scotland,**  said  Heriot,  **  is  the 
same  with  a  mortgage  on  this  «de  of  the  Tweed ; 
but  you  are  not  acquunted  with  your  real  cre- 
ditor. The  Conservator  Peterson  only  lends  his 
name  to  shroud  no  less  a  man  than  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Scotland,  who  hopes,  under  cover 
of  this  debt,  to  gain  possession  of  the  estate  him. 
self,  or  perhaps  to  gratiify  a  yet  more  powerful 
third  party.  He  will  probably  suffer  his  creature 
Peterson  to  take  possession,  and  when  the  odium 
of  the  transaction  shall  be  forgotten,  the  prop^ty 
and  lordship  of  Glenvarloch  will  be  conveyed  to 
the  great  man  by  his  obsequious  instrument,  un^ 
der  cover  of  a  sale,  or  some  similar  device.^ 

<*  Can  this  be  possible  P^  said  Lord  Nigel ;  ^*  the 
Chancellor  wept  when  I  took  leave  of  him«-«all- 
ed  me  his  cousin-— even  his  son — ^furnished  jne 
with  letters,  and,  though  I  asked  him  for  no  p&> 
cuniary  assistance,  etcused  himself  unnecessarily 
for  not  pressing  it  on  me,  alleging  the  expences 
of  his  rank  and  his  large  family.  No,  I  cannot 
believe  a  nobleman  would  carry  deceit  so  far.^ 
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<«  I  am  not,  it  is  true,  of  noble  blood,^  said  the' 
dtisen ;  ^'  but  once  more  I  bid  you  look  cm  my 
grey  hairs,  and  think  what  can  be  my  interest  in 
dishonouring  them  with  falsdiood  in  affairs  in 
wbuh  I  have  no  interest,  save  as  they  regard  the 
aon  of  my  bene£Eu;ior.  Reflect  also,  have  you  had 
any  advantage  from  the  Lord  Chancellor's  let. 
tersT 

**  None,^  said  Nigel  Olifaunt,  <*  save  ccid  deeds 
and  fmr  words.  I  have  thought  for  some  time, 
thor  only  object  was  togetridof  me— there  was 
ooe  who  yesterday  pressed  monqr  on  me  when  I 
talked  of  going  abroad,  in  order  that  I  might  not 
want  the  means  of  exiling  myself.^ 

^  Right,**  said  Heriot;  '*  rather  than  you  fled 
not,  they  would  themselves  fiimish  wings  for  you 
toflywithaL'* 

'<  I  will  to  him  this  instant,^  said  the  incensed 
youth,  **  and  tell  him  my  mind  of  his  baseness.^ 

<<  Under  your  favour,**  said  Heriot,  detaining 
him,  '^  you  shall  not  do  so.  By  a  quarrel  you 
would  become  the  ruin  of  me  your  informer ;  and 
thou|^  I  would  venture  half  my  shop  to  do  your 
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k»dA^  A  isrybtei  I  thilik  ycm  would  haidly  irah 
me  to  oottie  by  dafiuigt,  whsn  it  can  beof  noatiw 
vite  to  ytm.^ 

The  Word  shop  socmded  hanhly  m  the  ear  of 
ibft  young  nobleman^  wha  replied  hastily-^'*  D*» 
itiage^  w  ?<*Mfle  luf  am  I  frtnn  wishing  yen  to  Inoiir 
daini^»  that  I  would  taheayen  you  would  ceaae 
your  fruitless  offers  of  serving  one  whom  theiw 
is  no  chteee  of  Idtiamt^y  asiisthig.^ 

'<  Lewre  mft  alone  fbr  that,*  said  the  eiftiaen  i 
^^  you  hivve  naW  ehrtd  ae  far  on  the  bow4iaiid* 
Venttime  to  tidM  this  SuppbcatuMH^I  wiU  luKfw 
it  aujIiUy  tfngaOBsad)  and  take  nly  own  time^  (attd 
it  shall  be  an  efliliy  one^)  fbt*  plaong  ity  wid^  moiw 
^nidenee  I  tiruattban  that  usri  by  ydur  foltower, 
ift  the  Em^B  hanA^^I  will  ahnest  answer  fir  hie 
taking  up  the  matter  as  you  would  have  hiitt^* 
but  should  he  fail  to  da  so,  el^to  then  I  will  Hot 
give  up  the  good  eause*^ 

'<  Sir,*  sind  tbeyoimg  noUeaian,  ^  your  ispetdti 
isso  ftiendlyyand  my  owft  estate  so  helfriesft,  diat 
I  know  not  bow  to  refuse  yonr  lulid  proflbr^  even 
while  I  Uuah  to  necdpt  it  at  thehjasdaor  •alraiU 
gen* 
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*<  Wene,  I  trust,  ao  IcPDger  sueh)^  said  tke  gcrfdU 
gnttlh ;  *'  and  fior  my  guerdon,  when  my  oMdii^ 
tioD  pioved  BQoetsiAil,  and  your  fiittunes  are  rai» 
wlaMiAed,  yon  tball  order  ydur  first  cupboard 
cf  plate  firom  George  Heriot^ 

*^  You  would  have  m  hskl  paymaMer,  Maitor 
Heriol,^  nid  Loid  Nigd. 

<<  I  do  not  ftar  that,^  replied  the  goldsmith; 
^  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  smild,  my  lord-^^^no* 
tluaka  it  make*  you  look  slill  more  Kke  the  good 
dd  lord  your  father)  ttiditetnboldensraeberide 
tobring  out  a  soatt  feqiiest«-«4httt  you  would  tak^ 
•  homely  dinner  with  toe  to«m<Mrrow.  I  lodgie 
hard  beside,  in  Loaobeird  street.  F6r  the  cheery 
nf  brd^  a  tnese  of  white  brotli,  a  (at  capod  weD 
kided,  a  disk  of  beef  ooUops  for  auld  Scotland's 
sake,  and  it  may  be  a  eup  of  right  old  wine,  that 
fif^  banelkd  beftre  Sootland  and  ifelngland  were 
€oe  nation — Then  for  company,  one  or  two  of  out 
oWn  loTing  oountr3an€n»^^>and  may  be  my  house- 
wifr  may  find  onl  a  bonny  Scots  lass  or  so.^ 

*<  I  would  aeoept  your  courtesy,  Master  He^ 
riot,"^  said  Nigel,  '^  but  I  liear  the  city  ladies  of 


104  TUIC  FOBTUMBS  OF  NIttEL. 

Londoii  like  to  see  a  man  gdlantF^-I  wouU  not 
like  to  let  down  a  Soottidi  nobleman  m  their  ideas, 
as  doubtless  you  have  said  the  best  of  our  poor 
country,  and  I  rather  lack  the  means  of  bravery 
for  the  present.^ 

'^  My  lord,  your  frankness  leads  me  a  step 
farther,^  said  Master  George.  *'  I-— I  owed  your 
father  some  monies ;  and-^nay,  if  your  lordship 
looks  at  me  so  fixedly  I  shall  never  tdl  my  story 
—and,  to  speak  plainly,  for.  I  never  could  canj' 
a  lie  well  through  in  my  life— it  is  most  fittmg, 
that,  to  sdidt  this  matter  properly,  your  kndship 
should  go  to  court  in  a  manner  beseeming  your 
quali^.  I  am  a  goldsmith,  and  live  by  lending 
money  as  well  as  by  selling  plate,  I  am  unfai. 
tious  to  put  an  hundred  pounds  to  be  at  interest 
in  your  hands,  till  your  ajBhirs  are  setded.** 

'<  And  if  they  are  never  favourably  settled  ?^ 
said  Nigel. 

**  Then,  my  lord,^  returned  the  cMien,  <<  the 
miscarriage  of  such  a  sum  will  be  of  litde  conae- 
quence  to  me,  compared  with  other  subjects  of 
r^ret'' 
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^  Master  Heriol,''  Mid  the  Lord  Nigel,  «<  your 
fiiYOur  is  generously  offered,  and  shall  be  frankly 
accepted.  I  must  presume  that  you  see  your' 
way  through  this  business,  though  I  hardly  do ; 
f<nr  I  think  you  would  be  grieved  to  add  any 
fresh  burthen  to  me,  by  persuading  me  to  incur 
ddits  whidi  I  am  not  likely  to  discharge.  I  will, 
therefore,  take  yourmoney^  under  the  hope  and 
trust  that  you  wiU  enable  me  to  repay  you  punc 
tually.*"' 

*^  I  will  coDvince  you,  my  lord,^  said  the  gold- 
MBsith,  '<  that  I  mean  to  deal  with  you  as  a  cre- 
ditor from  whom  I  expect  payment ;  and,  there- 
fiire,  you  shall,  with  your  own  good  pleasure, 
■gn  an  acknowledgment  for  these  monies,  and 
an  obligatioii  to  content  and  repay  me."** 

He  then  took  from  his  girdle  his  writing  ma- 
terials, and  writing  a  few  lines  to  the  purport  he 
expressed,  pulled  out  a  small  bag  of  gold  from  a 
•ide>pouch  under  his  cloak,  and,  observing  that 
it  should  contain  an  hundred  pounds,  proceeded 
to  tell  out  the  contents  very  methodically  upon 
the  table.     Nigel  Olifaunt  could  not  help  intt- 
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nuHtBg  thai  thift  wm  aid  nmifWiiry  cvemonkl, 
and  tbit  he  would  take  the  bag  of  gM  on  the 
word  c£  his  obliging  creditor ;  but  thb  was  re* 
pugnaiit  to  the  old  nuun^s  focAoa  of  transaotiiig 
buain^sa* 

^  Bear  with  me,!"  he  said,  **  my  good  latd^-iM 
wif  dtlzens  ait  m  wary  and  thrifty  genenttioi^i 
audi  ahouki  loae  my  good  name  for  ever  within 
the  toll  of  PauPs,  were  I  to  gnint  quittanoei  ov 
take  acknowledgment,  without  bringing  the  tao^ 
ney  to  aotoal  tak«  X  think  it  be  right  ndw<^ 
andy  body  of  AM/*  he  said^  looking  cmt  at  the 
window,  *<  yonder  eome  my  boys  with  my  ihuk  i 
for  I  must  Westward  Hoe«  Put  your  monies 
aside,  my  lord  $  it  b  not  well  to  be  seen  with 
such  gold-finches  ehij^ping  about  one  in  the  lodg* 
ingsof  Ldndoiit  I  think  the  loek  of  your  casket 
be  indifferent  ^ood  i  if  not,  I  can  serre  you  at  an 
easy  nite  widi  om6  that  has  held  tbouSands^^^ 
it  was  the  good  old  Sir  Faithful  Frugal^s  ;*«-4iis 
qpeadthrifit  son  sold  thd  shell  when  he  hid  eaten 
the  kernel  i*and  there  is  the  end  of  a  city-lbvik 
tuae;^ 
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*<  I  bop0  jdort  wiU  iHrice  a  better  tMliiaalion» 
llMtr  Hmot,'' eflid  the  Levd  NigeL 

<<  I  hope  it  will,  my  lord,"^  taid  the  old  inaii^ 
i^itbamnlei  *^bQt»''toi»ehoiieetJ€h]iBUitye&^8 
]itoMe*-i<*  Aemrithal  th#  ^mter  Btoid  in  hb  ey ee;* 
^ithwpkncd  God  td  tiy  nd  With  thtf  kei  df 
tubehiidMi  ^  and  fcr  oMadopled  cbU  who  tive» 
-^ioh  I  woe  is  me !  end  welL«^daj  l*-iB«it  I  «a 
pelieBlaiid  thankful;  end  for  tbew^ekh  Ood 
bee  iBBl  ine^  it  Aill  not  Wtat  infamtott  whSb 
Ibno  mt  arfbaA  kds  in  Anld  Beekla**-!  wiih 
jam,  good  motTowy  my  loldi^** 

*^  One  orphan  haacouae  todiaak  you  afaready^^ 
said  Migaii  9m  he  atttfoded  Ism  to  the  door  of 
his  chamber,  where,  tfenatiitg  fiuther  oioort,  the 
eM  citaaetmiade  Utf  eaDapft 

AMf  in  poiitg  down  atairai  hi  passed  the  shop 
whcio  Dame  CMstio  stood  beeking^  he  made 
dril  inquiries  after  her  husbalML  The  daolo  of 
cooiae  fegtott0d  his  absence;  bnt  he  was  down, 
die  smdt  at  Dtptfolnd^  to  Sittlo  with  a  Dntcb  sh^ 
master. 

^  Oat  wqr  of  boftiBaBs^  sir^""  sba  ssid,  **  takes 
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him  muich  from  home,  and  my  husband  must  be 
the  slave  of  every  tarry  jacket  that  wants  but  a' 
pound  of  oakum.^ 

<*  All  business  must  be  minded,  dame,^  said 
the  goldsmith.  '<  Make* my  remembrances 
ijreorfferxenocoi  Ju(MnDaru~8irett  smnemoranoesy 
to  your  good  man.  I  have  dealt  with  him^be 
18  just  and  punctual— true  to  time  and  engage- 
ments ;— 4>e  kind  to  your  noUe  guest,  and  see 
he  wants  nothing.  Though  it  be  his  pleasure  at 
present  to  lie  private  and  retired,  there  be  those 
that  care  for  him,  and  I  have  a  charge  to  see 
him  supplied ;  so  that  you  may  let  me  know  by 
your  husband,  my  good  dame,  how  my  lead  is, 
and  whether  he  wants  augfat.^ 

*<  And  so  he  M  a  real  lord  after  all  ?"*  said  the 
good  dame.  "  I  am  sure  I  always  thought  he 
looked  like  one.  But  why  does  he  not  go  to 
Jrariiament  tlien  r 

'*  He  will,  dame,^  answered  Heriot,  ^  to  the 
Parliament  ot  Scotland,  whidi  is  his  own  coun* 
try.** 

*<  Oh  !  he  is  but  a  Scots  lord,  then,""  said  the 
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•good  dame ;  *'  and  thaf  s  the  thing  makes  him 
ashamed  to  take  the  title,  as  they  say.^ 

*^  Let  him  iiot  hear  yov  say  so,  dame,^  replied 
the  citisen. 

**  Who,  I,  sir  ?^  answered  she ;  **  no  such 
matter  in  my  thought,  sir.  Soot  or  English,  he 
is  at  any  rate  a  likely  man,  and  a  civil  man  ;  and 
rather  than  he  shottld  want  any  thing,  I  would 
wait  upon  him  myself,  and  come  as  far  as  Lom- 
bard-street to  wut  upon  your  worship  too.^ 

**  Let  your  husband  come  to  me,  good  dame,** 
said  the  goldsmith,  who,  with  all  his  experience 
and  worth,  was  somewhat  of  a  formalist  and  dis- 
ciplinarian. ^  The  proverb  says,  '  House  goes 
mad  when  women  gad  ;*  and  let  his  lordship*s 
own  man  wut  upon  his  master  in  his  chamber-^ 
it  is  more  seemly.    Grod  give  ye  good-morrow.** 

«  Good-morrow  to  your  worship,**  said  the 
dame,  somewhat  coldly ;  and  so  soon  as  the  ad- 
viser was  out  of  hearing,  was  ungracious  enough 
to  mutter,  in  contempt  of  his  counsel,  **  Marry 
quep  of  your  advice,  for  an  old  Scotch  tinsmith, 
as  you  are  !  My  husband  is  as  wise,  and  very 
near  as  old,  as  yourself;  and  if  I  please  him,  it 
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ifl  well  snoug^ ;  and  though  he  knot  jiMtMrioh 
just  now  as  aoma  folks,  yet  I  hope  to  ase  him 
tide  upon  hia  moyie,  with  a  fiootdoth,  and  have 
his  two  blue^ooats  after  him,  as  well  aa  timf  do.** 


rus  roRTpim  or  moBt.  ITl 


Wber^ovp  eome  ye  not  tp  ooart  ? 
Ocftain  'tia  tfaetarcBt  sport  i 

Prattling  fools  and  wjse  men  listening. 
Bailies  nmoog  btave  men  Jnstfing, 
9fggar9  •moQgsi  noblAi  bqsttfng) 
Low-breath*d  talkers,  minion  lispen, 
eplli!«  IwnMt  thxams  by  whispsnf 
Whc^rerove  oome  ye  npl  to  p^^^f 
SkeHon  swesn  *tu  glorioos  sport. 


It  wiip  pot  mtiiely  put  of  pande  diat  the  be- 
qsToibpt  dtiv^il  v«0  moimted  and  Attended  in 
that  iDWB^r,  If biefa»  as  th«  Mtder  has  beoi  m- 
fonn^  «ctte4  li  gmtle  degraa  of  aplepn  on  the 
part  of  Dai90  C^iHfllUe,  wbkh,  to  do  her  juitioa, 
yanifihed  in  the  little  sQlUcquy  whjtf^h  ve  hsve 
recorded.  The  good  man,  besidea  the  natitfal 
4me  to  maintAiQ  the  e^ctwor  ctf  a  nmn  of  vor- 
«iiip»  waa  at  prpaeot  bpiuid  to  Whitdiall  in  or- 
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der  to  exhiUt  a  piece  of  valuable  workmanship 
to  King  James,  which  he  deemed  his  Majesty 
might  be  pleased  to  view,  or  even  to  purdiase. 
He  himself  was  therefore  mounted  upon  his  ca* 
parisoned  mule,  that  he  might  the  better  make 
his  way  through  the  narrow,  dirty,  and  crowd- 
ed streets ;  and  while  <me  of  his  attendants  car- 
ried under  his  arm  the  piece  of  plate,  wrapped 
up  in  red  baise,  the  other  two  gave  an  eye  to  its 
safety ;  for  such  was  the  state  of  the  police  of 
the  metropolis,  that  men  were  often  assaulted  in 
the  public  street  for  the  sake  of  revenge  or  of 
plunder ;  and  those  who  apprehended  being  be- 
set, usually  endeavoured,  if  their  estate  admitted 
such  expense,  to  secure  themselves  by  the  attend- 
ance of  armed  followers.  And  this  custom,  whidi 
was  at  first  limited  to  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
extended  by  degrees  to  those  citizens  of  consi- 
deration,  who  being  understood  to  travel  with 
a  charge,  as  it  was  called,  might  otherwise  have 
been  selected  as  safe  subjects  of  plunder  by  the 
street-robber. 

As  Master  George  Heriot  paced  forth  west- 
ward with  this  gallant  attendance,  he  paused  at 
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Ab  flfaop^doar  of  bis  comitiTnaB  and  friend^  die 
andeflt  horologer,  and  liaviog  caused  Tunitall, 
who  vas  in  attendance,  to  adjust  Us  watch  fay 
the  real  time,  he  deaiied  to  speak  with  his  mas- 
ter;  in  coDflcquence  of  which  suasmoBs,  the  old 
Time-meter  came  forth  from  his  den,  his  fiiee 
like  a  bKHize  bust,  darheaed  with  dust,  and  g^s- 
temng  hoe  and  there  with  copper  filings,  aad 
his  senses  so  bemused  in  the  intensi^  of  calca- 
ktion,  that  he  gased  on  his  friend  the  goldsmith 
toft  a  nunute  before  he  seemed  personally  to  com- 
prehend who  he  was,  and  heard  iiim  express  his 
invitation  to  David  Ramsay,  and  pretty  Mistress 
Margaret,  his  daughter,  to  dine  with  hun  aej^t 
day  at  nocm,  to  meet  with  a  noble  young  coon« 
tryman,  without  returning  any  answer. 

*' m  make  thee  speak,  with  a  murrain  to  4hee,^ 
muttered  Heriot  to  himself;  and  suddenly  Ran- 
ging his  tone,  he  said  aloud,— -^^  I  pray  you, 
noghbour  David,  when  are  you  and  I  to  have  a 
settlement  for  the  bullion  wherewith  J  suppHed 
you  to  mount  yonder  castle'^s  hall^ock  at  Theo- 
bald^  and  that  other  whirligig  that  you  made  for 

VOL.  I.  R 


114  THE  FOETUMSS  OF  KiaSI.. 

the  Duke  of  Buddngham  ?  I  have  bad  the  Spa- 
nish house  to  satisfy  for  the  ingots^  and  I  must 
needs  put  you  into  mind  that  you  have  been 
dght  months  behind  hand.^ 

There  is  something  so  sharp  and  aigre  in  the 
demand  of  a  peremptory  dun,  that  no  human 
tympanum,  however  inaccessible  to  other  tones, 
can  renst  the  application.  David  Ramsay  start- 
ed at  once  from  his  reverie,  and  answered  in  a 
pettish  tone,  '<  Wow,  George,  man,  what  needs 
aw  this  din  about  sax  score  o**  pounds  ?  Aw  the 
world  kens  I  can  answer  aw  claims  on  me,  and 
you  proffered  yoursell  fair  time,  till  his  maist 
gracious  Majesty  and  the  noble  Duke  suld  make 
settled  aecorapts  wi^  me ;  and  ye  may  ken,  by 
your  ain  experience,  that  I  canna  gang  rowting 
like  an  unmannered  Highland  stot  to  their  doors, 
as  ye  come  to  mine.^ 

Heriot  laughed,  and  replied^  <'  Well,  David,  I 
see  a  demand  of  money  is  like  a  bucket  of  water 
about  your  ears,  and  makes  you  a  man  of  the 
world  at  once.  And  now,  friend,  will  you  tell 
me,  like  a  Christian  man,  if  you  will  dine  with 
me  to-morrow  at  noon,  and  bring  pretty  Mistress 
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liaigaret,  my  god-daughter,  with  you,  to  meet 
with  our  noble  young  countrymab,  the  Lord  of 
Glenrarloch  r 

^  The  young  Lord  of  Glenvarloch  T  said  the 
old  mechanist;  <<  iri^  aw  my  heart,  and  blithe  I 
will  be  to  see  him  again.  We  have  not  met  these 
forty  years — he  waa  two  years  before  me  at  the 
homantty  classes — he  is  a  sweet  youth.^ 

^  That  waa  hia  father— Us  father-^ia  father 
—you  old  dotard  Dot-and-carry^ne  that  you 
are»^  answered  the  goldsmith.  **  A  sweet  yiDUth 
he  would  have  been  by  this  time,  had  he  lived, 
worthy  nobleman.  This  is  his  son,  the  Lord 
NigeL- 

^  Hia  son  !*  said  Ramsay ;  *^  maybe  he  will 
want  aom^ching  of  a  chitmometer,  or  watch-— 
tew  gallants  care  to  be  without  them  nour^- 
days.'^ 

**  He  may  buy  half  your  stock-in-trade,  if  evei 
he  cornea  to  his  own,  for  what  I  know,^  said  his 
friend ;  ^  but  Davie,  remember  your  bond,  and 
use  me  not  as  you  did  when  my  housewife  iiad 
the  sheepVhead  and  the  cock-a-Ieek  boiling  for 
you  as  late  as  two  of  the  clock,  afternoon.*** 
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<<  She  bad  the  more  credit  by  her  cookery,*" 
answered  David,  now  fnlly  awake ;  ^  a  sheep's 
head,  over-boiled,  were  poison,  according  to  oar 
saying."^ 

<*  Well,^  answered  Master  George,  ^'  but  as 
there  inUl  be  no  dieepVhead  to  marrow,  it  may 
chance  you  to  spoil  a  dinner  whidi  a  proveil) 
cannot  mend.  It  may  be  you  may  forgather  with 
your  fnebd  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  for  I  pur- 
pose to  ask  his  worship ;  so,  be  sure  and  bide 
tiyste,  Davie.^ 

"  That  will  I— I  will  be  true  as  a  chronome- 
ter,^ said  Ramsay. 

<<  I  will  not  trust  you  though,^  repU^  He- 
liot*-''*  Hear  you,  Jeikin  boy,  tell  Soots  Janet 
to  tell  pretty  Mistress  Margaret,  my  god-child, 
she  must  put  her  father  in  remembrance  to  put 
on  his  best  doublet  to-morrow,  and  to  bring  him 
to  Lombard  Street  at  noon.  Tell  her  they  are 
to  meet  a  brave  young  Scots  lord.*^ 

Jenkin  coughed  that  sort  of  dry  short  cough 
uttored  by  those  who  are  either  charged  with  er* 
rands  which  they  do  not  like^  or  hear  opini«xis 
to  which  they  must  not  enter  a  dissent 
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Umph  r  repeated  Matter  6e0ige»  wIiq,  as 
we  bare  already  noticed,  was  something  of  a  mar- 
tioet  in  domestic  disdpiine ;  <*  what  does  un^ 
mean  ?  Will  you  do  mine  errand,  or  not,  nr- 

^  Sure,  Master  Geoi^  Heiiot,**  said  the  ap* 
pgrentice,  touduAg  his  cap.  ^  I  only  meant  that 
Mistress  Margaret  was  not  likely  to  forget  such 
2m  inTitation*^ 

^  Why,  no,""  said  Maxtor  Cveorge,  ^<  she  isa 
dutifiil  ^1  to  her  god-lather,  though  I  agmetimea 
caD  her  a  jill-flirt.  And,harkye,  Jeokiniyouand 
your  comrade  had  best  come  with  your  clubs,  to 
see  your  master  a^d  her  safely  home ;  but  first 
diut  sbop^  and  loose  the  bull-^og,  and  let  the  por- 
ter stay  in  the  foro-shop  till  your  return.  I  will 
send  two  of  f]^  knaves  with  you,  for  I  hear  these 
wild  youngsters  of  the  Temple  are  broken  out 
worse  and  lighter  than  ever.** 

^  We  can  keep  their  steel  in  order  with  good 
handbatSy^  sud  Jenkiu;  ^'  and  never  trouble 
your  servants  for  the  matter.^  * 

^  Or,  if  need  be,""  said  Tunstall,  ^*  we  have 
swcrds  as  well  as  the  Tonplars.^ 
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Fye  upon  it— 4ye  upon  it,  young  man,* 
the  citizen— ^^  An  approitioe  with  a  sword  I— 
Marry,  Heaven  forefend*  I  would  as  soon  see 
him  in  a  hat  and  feather.** 

<*  Well,  sir,**  said  Jenkin— <^  we  will  find  arms 
fitting  to  our  stadon,  and  will  defend  our  master 
and  his  daughter,  if  we  should  tear  up  the  very 
stones  of  the  pavement** 

**  There  spoke  a  London  *prentice  bold,**  sud 
the  citizen;  ^*  and,  for  your  comfort,  my  lads, 
you  shall  crush  a  cup  of  wine  to  the  health  (^  the 
fathers  of  the  city.  I  have  my  eye  on  both  of 
you—you  are  thriving  lads,  each  in  his  own 
way.— -God  be  wi*  you,  Davie.  Forget  not  to« 
mcMow,  at  noon.**  And  so  saying,  he  again 
turned  his  mule*s  head  westward,  and  crossed 
Temple-Bar,  at  that  slow  and  decent  amble 
which  at  once  became  his  rank  and  civic  im- 
portance, and  put  his  pedestrian  followers  to  no 
inooQvenienee  to  keep  up  with  him. 

At  the  Temple  Gate  he  again  paused,  dis- 
mounted, and  sought  his  way  into  one  of  the 
small  booths  occupied  by  scriveners  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. A  young  man  with  lank  smooth  hair. 
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combed  straight  to  his  ears,  and  then  cropped 
flbort,  rose  with  acringiDg  reverence,  pulled  off  a 
flloudied  hat,  which  he  would,  upon  no  signal^ 
r^lace  on  his  head,  and  answered,  wilh  much 
demonstration  of  reverence,  to  the  goldsmith^s 
question  of,  ''  How  goes  business,  Andrew?*. 
^  Aw  the  better  for  your  warship's  kind  oounte* 
nance  and  nudntenaoce.^ 

*^  Gret  a  large  sheet  of  paper,  man,  and  nutkc 
a  new  poi,  with  a  sharp  neb  and  fine  hair-stroke 
—do  not  slit  the  quill  up  sae  high,  its  a  wastrife 
course  in  your  trade,  Andrew;  they  that  do  not 
mind  coni-pickles,  never  come  to  forpits.  I  have 
known  a  learned  man  write  a  thousand  pages  .with 
onequill.^ 

*'  Ah  i  sir,^  said  the  lad,  who  listened  to  the 
goldsmith,  though,  instructing  him  in  his  own 
trade,  with  an  air  of  veneration  and  acquies* 
oence,  ^  how  sane  ony  puir  creature  like  myseli 
may  rise  in  the  world,  wi^  the  instruction  of  such 
a  man  as  your  worship  !^ 

^<  My  instructions  are  few,  Andrew,  soon  UM^ 
and  not  hard  to  practise.    Be  honest^— be  indus* 
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trious*— be  frugal^  and  you  will  soon  win  weakh 
and  woi^hip. — ^Here,  copy  me  this  Supplicalion 
itk  your  best  and  most  foroHal  himd.  I  will  wait 
by  you  dll  it  is  done.^ 

The  youth  lifted  not  hitf  eye  from  the  paper^ 
iuid  laid  not  the  pen  from  his  hand,  until  the  task 
wHa  finished  to  the  employer's  satisfactioti.  The 
citizen  then  gave  the  young  scrivener  an  angd^ 
and  bidding  him,  on  his  life,  tobe  seci^t  in  kll  bu- 
siness entrusted  to  him,  again  mounted  his  mule^ 
alid  rode  cm  westward  along  the  Strand. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  remind  our  i^eadwsy 
thai  the  Temple^Bar  which  Heriot  passed,  was 
not  the  arched  screen,  or  gateway,  of  the  presoil 
day,  but  an  open  railing,  or  palisade,  Which  at 
night,  and  in  times  of  alarm,  was  closed  with  a 
barricade  of  posts  and  chains.  The  Strand  alsO| 
almig  which  he  rode,  was  not,  as  now,  acontinued 
street,  although  it  was  beginning  already  to  aa« 
skime  that  character.  It  still  might  be  oonss* 
dered  as  an  open  road,  along  the  south  side  of 
which  stood  various  houses  and  hotels  belonging 
to  ths  nolMlity,  having  gardens  behind  them 
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down  to  the  water-iide^  with  ttairs  to  the  rirer 
tar  the  oonyenience  of  taking  boat,  which  num. 
aons  have  bequeathed  the  names  of  their  lordly 
owners  to  many  of  the  streets  leading  from  the 
Strand  to  the  Thames.  The  north  side  of  the 
Strand  was  also  a  long  line  of  houses,  behind 
which,  as  in  Saint  Martinis  Lane,  and  other 
points,  buildings  were  rapidly  arising ;  but  Co* 
▼ent-Garden  was  still  a  garden,  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  wc^,  or  at  least  but  bqpnning  to 
be  studded  with  irregular  buildings.  All  that  was 
passing  around,  however,  marked  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  a  capital  which  had  long  enjoyed  peace, 
wealth,  and  a  r^ular  goyemment  Houses  were 
arising  in  eveiy  direction,  and  the  shrewd  eye  of 
our  dtizen  already  saw  the  period  not  distant 
which  should  convert  the  nearly  open  highway 
on  which  he  travelled,  into  a  connected  and  regu* 
lar  street,  uniting  the  cotut  and  the  town  with  the 
city  c^  London. 

He  next  passed  Chsring  Cross,  which  was  no 
longer  the  pleaasnt  solitary  village  at  whidi  the 
judges  were  wont  to  breakfast  on  their  way  to 
Westminster  Hall ;  and  began  to  resemble  the  ar- 
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teiy  through  which,  to  use  Johnson^s  expreauon^ 
<'  pours  the  fdl  tide  of  London  population."^  The 
buildings  were  rapidly  increasing,  yet  scHrcely 
gaye  even  a  faint  idea  of  its  present  appearance. 
At  last  Whitehall  rec^ved  our  traveller,  who 
'  passed  under  one  of  the  beautiful  gates  designed 
by  Holbein,  and  composed  (^  tesselated  brick- 
work, being  the  same  to  which  Moniplies  had 
profanely  likened  the  West-Port  of  Edinburgh^ 
and  entered  the  ample  precincts  of  the  palace  of 
Whitehall,  now  full  of  all  the  confusion  attend- 
ing improvement  It  was  just  at  the  time  when 
James,  little  suspecting  that  he  was  employed  in 
constructing  a  palace,  from  the  window  of  which 
his  only  son  was  to  pass  to  die  upon  a  scaffold  be-^ 
fore  it,  was  bused  in  removing  the  ancient  and 
ruinous  buildings  of  De  Burgh,  Henry  YIII., 
and  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  make  way  for  the  superb 
architecture  on  which  Inigo  Jones  exerted  all  his 
genius.  The  King,  ignorant  of  futurity,  was  now 
ciigag^  in  pressing  on  his  work,  and  for  that 
purpose  suU  maintained  his  royal  apartments  at 
Whitehall,  amidst  the  rubbish  of  old  buildings, 
and  the  various  conf  unon  attending  the  erection 
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of  the  new  pile^  which  fanned  at  present  a  laby« 
rinth  not  eaaly  to  be  travened. 

The  goldsmith  to  the  Royal  Household,  and 
who,  if  fame  spdce  true,  oftentimes  acted  as  thor 
banker,  (for  these  profesdons  were  not  as  yet  se- 
parated from  each  other,)  was  a  person  of  too 
much  importance  to  receive  the  sligfatest  inter« 
ruption  from  cenUnel  or  porter ;  and  leaving  his 
mule  and  two  of  his  followers  in  the  outer  court, 
he  gently  knocked  at  a  postern-gate  of  the  binld* 
ing,  and  was  presently  admitted,  while  the  most 
trusty  of  his  attendants  followed  him  closely  with 
the  piece  of  plate  under  his  arm.  This  man  also 
he  left  behind  him  in  an  anti-room,  where  three 
or  four  pages  in  the  royal  livery,  but  untrussed, 
unbuttoned,  and  dressed  more  carelessly  than  the 
place  and  nearness  to  a  King^s  person  seemed  to 
admit,  wereplayingatdioeand  draughts,  or  stre^h- 
ed  upon  benches,  and  slumbering  with  half-shut 
eyes.  A  corresponding  gallery,  which  opened 
from  the  anti-room,  was  occupied  by  two  gentle 
men-ushers  of  the  chamber,  who  gave  each  a  smile 
of  recognition  as  the  wealthy  goldsmith  entered. 
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No  word  w«a  spoken  m  ehher  ad€»  but  one  of 
the  ushers  looked  first  to  Heriot,  and  then  to  a 
little  door  half-covered  by  the  tapestry,  which 
seemed  to  say  as  plain  as  a  lo(A  ooukk*'^  laea 
your  business  that  way  ?^  The  citizen  nodded, 
and  the  oourt^attendant,  moving  oa  tiptoe  and 
with  as  much  caution  as  if  the  floor  had  been 
paved  with  eggs,  advanced  to  the  dkx>r,  opened 
it  gently,  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  a  low  tone. 
The  bsoad  Scottish  accent  of  Kmg  James  was 
heard  in  reply— ^^  Admit  him  instanter,  Max- 
welL  Have  ye  hairboured  sae  lang  at  the  court, 
and  not  learned  that  gold  and  silver  is  ever  wel- 

oome?^ 

The  usher  signed  to  Heript  to  advance  and 
the  honest  citizen  was  presently  introduced  into 
the  cabinet  of  the  Sover^gn. 

The  scene  of  confusion  amid  which  he  found 
the  King  sealed,  was  no  bad  picture  of  the  state 
and  quality  of  James's  own  mind.  There  was 
much  that  was  rich  and  costly  in  cabinet  pictures 
and  valuable  ornaments,  but  they  were  slovenly 
arranged,  covered  with  dust,  and  lost  half  their 


TRK  FORTITNKSOF  NfGfiL.  195 

mlaey  or  ait  leMt  their  effect,  from  die  manner  in 
which  they  were  presented  to  die  eye.  The  table 
was  loaded  widi  huge  felios,  motmffii  which  lay 
fight  books  of  jest,  and  ribaldry ;  and  amongst 
ttites  of  nnmenuftilly  long  oratioas,  and  essays  4M 
IcB^-craft,  were  mingled  misecsMe  roundels  and 
ballads  by  the  royal  ^Prentice,  as  he  styled  him- 
adf,  in  the  art  of  poetry,  and  schemes  fiir  the  ge- 
neral pacification  of  Europe,  with  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  Kii^''s  hounds,  and  remedies  against 
^anme  madness* 

The  King^s  dress  was  of  green  velvet,  quilted 
8o  full  as  to  be  dagger-proof,  which  gave  him 
the  appearance  of  clumsy  and  ungainly  protuba- 
nnoe ;  while  its  being  buttoned  awry  communi- 
cated to  his  figure  an  air  of  distortion.  Over  his 
green  doublet  he  wore  a  sad-^iolourad  night-gown, 
out  of  the  pocket  of  which  peeped  his  hunting* 
horn.  His  high-crowned  grey  hat  lay  on  the  floor, 
covered  with  dust,  but  encircled  by  a  carkanet 
of  huge  balas  rubies;  and  he  wore  a  blue  velvet 
ni^t-cap,  in  the  front  of  which  was  placed  the 
plume  of  a  heron,  which  had  been  struck  down 
by  a  favourite  hawk  in  some  critical  moment  of 
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the  flighty  in  remembnuice  of  vbich  the  King 
wore  this  highly  hooobred  feather. 

But  such  inoonustencies  in  dress  aAd  appoint- 
ments were  mere  outwjird  types  6f  those'  which 
existed  in  the  royal  character,  rendering  it  a  sub- 
ject of  doubt  amongst  his  contemporaries,  and 
bequeathing  it  as  a  proUem'  to  future  historians. 
He  Was  deeply  learhed,  without  possessing  use- 
ful knowledge;  sagacious  in  many  individual 
cases,  without  having  real  wisdom  ;  fond  of  his 
power,  and  desirous  to  maintain  and  augment  it, 
yet  willing  to  resign  the  direction  of  that  and 
of  himself,  to  the  most  unworthy  favourites ; 
a  big  and  bold  assertor  of  his  rights  in  words, 
yet  one  who  tamely  saw  them  trampled  on  in 
deeds ;  a  lover  of  negodations,  in  which  he  was 
always  outwitted;  and  a  fearer  of  war,  where 
conquest  might  have  been  easy.  He  was  fond  of 
his  dignity^  while  he  was  perpetually  degrading 
it  by  undue  familiarity ;  capable  of  much  public 
labour,  yet  often  neglecting  it  for  the  meanest 
amusement ;  a  wit,  though  a  pedant ;  and  a  scho- 
lar, though  fond  of  the  conversation  of  the  igno- 
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nut  and  nneducatol.  Even  his  timidity  of  tern- 
per  was  not  uniform,  and  there  were  moments  of 
his  life,  and  those  critical,  in  which  he  shewed 
the  fsfint  of  his  ancestors.  He  was  laborious  in 
trifles,  and  a  trifler  where  serious  lahour  was  re- 
quired ;  devout  in  his  sentiments,  and  yet  too 
often  profane  in  his  language ;  just  and  benefi* 
cent  by  nature,  he  yet  gave  way  to  the  iniquities 
and  oppression  of  others.  He  was  penurious  re- 
specting money  which  he  had  to  give  from  bis 
own  hand,  yet  inconsiderately  and  unboundedly 
profuse  of  that  which  he  did  not  see.  In  a  word, 
those  good  qualities  which  displayed  themselves 
in  particular  cases  and  occasions,  were  not  of  a 
nature  sufBcicntly  firm  and  comprehensive  to  re- 
gulate hb  general  conduct ;  and,  shewing  them- 
selves as  they  occasionally  did,  only  entitled  James 
to  the  character  bestowed  on  him  by  Sully—that 
he  was  the  wisest  fool  in  Christendom. 

That  the  fortunes  of  this  monarch  might  be 
as  little  of  a  piece  as  his  character,  he,  certainly 
the  least  able  of  the  Stuarts,  succeeded  peace- 
ably to  that  kingdom,  against  the  power  of  which 
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bis  predecessors  had^  i^th  so  anich  difficulty,  de- 
fended his  naliTe  throne.  And,  lastly,  although 
his  reign  appeared  calculated  to  ensure  to  Great 
Britain  that  lasting  tranquillity  and  internal 
peace  irfiich  so  much  suited  the  Slng'^s  disposi- 
tion, yet,  during  that  very  reign,  vere  sown 
those  seeds  of  dissension,  vhich,  like  die  teeth  of 
the  fabulous  dragon,  had  thdr  harvest  in  a 
bloody  and  universal  dTil  war. 

Such  was  the  monarch,  who,  saludng  Heriot 
familiarly  by  die  name  of  Jingling  Geordie,  (for 
it  was  his  welLknown  custom  to  give  nick-names 
to  all  his  familiars,)  inquired  what  new  clatter- 
traps  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  cheat  his  law- 
ful and  native  Prince  out  of  his  stUer. 

*'  Grod  forbid,  my  li^e,^  said  the  dtizen, 
^^  that  I  should  have  any  such  disloyal  purpose. 
I  did  but  bring  a  piece  of  plate  to  shew  to  your 
most  gradous  Majesty,  which,  both  for  the  subject 
and  for  the  workmanship,  I  were  loth  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  any  subject  until  I  knew  your  Ma^ 
jesty'*8  pleasure  anent  it^ 

'^  Body  o^  me,  man,  leCs  see  it,  Heriot ;  though. 
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by  my  saul,  Steenie^s  semoe  o^  [Jate  was  sae  dear 
a  barguD,  I  bad  ^naist  pawned  my  word  as  a 
Bojal  Kiog,  to  keep  my  ain  gold  and  silver  in 
future,  and  let  you,  Greordie,  keep  yours.^ 

^^  Respecting  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's 
plate,*  said  the  goldsmith,  ^^  your  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  direct  that  no  expence  should  be 
spared,  and-—'' 

"  What  agnifies  what  I  desired,  man  ?  when 
a  wise  man  is  with  fules  and  bairns,  he  maun 
e'ea  pUy  at  the  chucks.  But  you  should  have 
had  Duur  sense  and  consideration  than  to  gie 
Bahie  Charles  and  Steenie  their  ain  gate ;  they 
▼ad  hae  floored  the  very  rooms  wi'  silver,  and 
I  wonder  they  didna.'* 

George  Heriot  bowed,  and  said  no  more.  He 
knew  his  master  too  well  to  vindicate  himsdf 
otherwise  than  by  a  distant  allurion  to  Ms  order ; 
and  James,  with  whom  economy  was  only  a  tran- 
>ieQt  and  momentary  twinge  of  oonsdenoe,  be* 
came  immediately  afterwards  desirous  to  see  the 
piece  of  plate  which  the  goldsmith  proposed  to 
exhibit,  and  dispatched  Maxwell  to  bring  it  to 

TOIh  I.  I 
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bis  presence.     In  the  meantime  he  d< 
the  citizen  whence  he  had  procured  it 

«  From  Italy,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,^ 
replied  Heriot 

*^  It  has  naething  in  it  tending  to  papestrie  ?^ 
said  the  King,  looking  graver  than  his  wont* 

^<  Surely  not,  please  your  Majesty,^  sud  He- 
riot  ;  ^*  I  were  not  wise  to  bring  any  thing  to 
your  presence  that  had  the  marie  of  the  beast.^ 

'^  You  would  be  the  mair  beast  yourself  to 
do  so,"*^  said  the  King ;  ^^  it  is  well  kenned  that 
I  wrestled  wi^  Dagon  in  my  youth,  and  smote 
him  on  the  groundsill  of  his  own  temple ;  a  gude 
evidence  that  I  should  be  in  time  called,  bowevar 
unworthy,  the  Defender  of  the  Faith. — ^But  here 
comes  Maxwell,  bending  under  his  burthen,  like 
the  Grolden  Ass  of  Apuleius.^ 

Heriot  hastened  to  relieve  the  usher,  and  to 
place  the  embossed  salver,  for  such  it  was,  and 
of  extraordinary  dimen«ons,  in  a  light  favour- 
able  for  his  Majesty^s  viewing  the  sculpture. 

"  Saul  of  my  body,  man,*"  said  the  King,  "  it 
is  a  curious  piece,  and,  as  I  think,  fit  for  a  King^s 
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dialmer ;  and  the  salgect,  as  you  lajr,  Master 
Geofge,  Tera  adequate  and  beseeming^-^being, 
as  I  see^  the  judgment  of  Solomon«»a  prince  in 
wfaoee  paths  it  weel  becomes  a*  leeraig  monarchs 
to  walk  with  emulation.^ 

^  Bat  whose  footsteps^^  said  Maxwell,  '*  only 
one  of  thorn— if  a  subject  may  say  so  much- 
hath  ever  oYertaken.^ 

^*  Haud  your  tongue,  for  a  fause  fleeching 
loun,**  said  the  King,  but  with  a  smile  on  his 
face  that  shewed  the  flatteiy  had  done  its  part 
**  Look  at  the  bonnie  piece  of  workmanship,  and 
haud  your  davering  tongue.— And  whase  handy* 
work  may  it  be,  Greordie  ?^ 

^  It  was  wrought,  nr,^  replied  the  goldsmith, 
*'  by  the  famous  Florentine,  Benvenuto  Cellini, 
and  dengned  for  Francis  the  First  of  France ; 
bnt  I  hope  it  will  find  a  fitter  master.^ 

*^  Fraods  of  Fnmce  T  said  the  King ;  <<  said 
Solomon,  Kbg  of  the  Jews,  to  Francis  of  France ! 
•—Body  of  me,  man,  it  would  have  kythed  Cel- 
lini mad,  had  he  never  done  ony  thing  else  out  of 
the  gate.  Frands !— why,  he  was  a  fighdng  fule, 
mere  fighting  fule,— -got  himsdl  ta^en  at 
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Pavia,  like  our  lun  David  at  Durham  lang  syne;— 
if  they  could  hae  sent  him  SoIomcm'*s  wit,  and  love 
of  peace  and  godliness,  they  wad  hae  dune  bim 
a  better  turn.  But  Solomon  should  sit  in  other 
gate  company  than  Fnmcis  of  France.^ 

<*  I  trust  that  such  will  be  his  good  fortune,^ 
said  Heriot 

^  It  is  a  curious  and  vera  artificial  sculpture,^ 
said  the  King,  in  continuation ;  <^  but  yet,  me- 
thinks,  the  crucifix,  or  executioner  there,  is 
brandishing  his  gulley  ower  near  the  King's  face, 
sedng  he  is  within  reach  of  his  weapon.  I  think 
less  wisdom  than  Solomon^s  wald  have  taught 
him  that  there  was  danger  in  edge-tools,  and  that 
he  wald  have  bidden  the  smiuk  ^ther  sheath  his 
shable,  or  stand  farther  back*^ 

George  Heriot  endeavoured  to  alleviate  this 
objection,  by  assuring  the  King  that  the  vicinity 
betwixt  Solomon  and  the  executioner  was  nearer 
in  appearance  than  in  reality,  and  that  the  per- 
spective should  be  allowed  for« 

**  Gang  to  the  de^il  wi^  your  prospective,  man,^ 
sud  the  King ;  <<  there  canna  be  a  waur  prospec- 
tive for  a  lawfu'  king,  wha  wishes  to  reign  in  luve. 
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and  die  in  peace  and  honour,  than  to  have  na« 
ked  swords  flashing  in  his  ecn.  I  am  accounted 
as  brave  as  maist  folks ;  and  yet  I  profess  to  ye 
I  could  never  look  on  a  bare  blade  without  blink- 
ing and  winking.  But  a^  thegether  it  is  a  brave 
piece ; — and  what  is  the  price  of  it,  man  ^ 

The  goldsmith  replied  by  observing,  that  it 
was  not  his  own  property,  but  that  of  a  distress- 
ed countryman. 

^  Whilk  you  mean  to  mak  your  excuse  for 
addng  the  double  of  its  worth,  I  warrant,^  an. 
swered  the  King.  **  I  ken  the  tricks  of  you  bur- 
rows-town merchants,  man.^ 

^  I  have  no  hopes  of  baffling  jrour  Majesty^s 
sagacity,^  said  Heriot ;  '*  the  piece  is  really  what 
I  say,  and  the  price  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
sterling,  if  it  pleases  your  Majesty  to  make  pre- 
sent payment.^ 

*'  A  hundred  and  fifty  punds,  man  I  and  as 
mony  witches  and  warlocks  to  raise  them  !^  said 
the  irritated  Monarch.  **  My  saul,  Jingling 
Geordie,  ye  are  minded  that  your  purse  shall 
jingle  to  a  bonnie  tune  !— How  am  I  to  tell  you 
down  a  hundred  and  fifty  punds  for  what  will 


184       THB  FORTUKBS  OF  KIGBL. 

not  weigh  as  many  merks  ?  and  ye  k»i  that  my 
very  household  servitors,  and  the  officers  of  my 
mouth,  are  sax  months  in  arrear  P 

The  goldsmith  stood  his  ground  against  all 
this  ohjurgaUon,  as  being  what  he  was  well  ac» 
customed  to,  and  only  answered,  that,  if  his  Ma* 
jesty  liked  the  piece,  and  desired  to  possess  it,  the 
price  could  be  easily  settled.  It  was  true  that  the 
party  could  not  want  the  money,  but  he,  George 
Heriot,  would  advance  it  on  his  Majesty^s  ao< 
count,  if  such  were  his  pleasure,  and  wait  his 
royal  conveniency  for  payment,  for  that  and 
other  matters ;  the  money,  meanwhile,  lying  at 
the  ordinary  usage. 

^<  By  my  honour,^  said  James,  ^'  and  that  ia 
speaking  like  an  honest  and  reasonable  trades* 
man.  We  maun  get  another  subsidy  frae  the 
Commons,  aud  that  will  make  ae  compting  of  it. 
Awa  wi^  it.  Maxwell — awa  wi"*  it,  and  let  it  be 
set  where  Steenie  and  Babie  Charles  shall  see 
it  as  they  return  from  Richmond. — ^And  now 
that  we  are  secret,  my  good  auld  friend  Greor. 
die,  I  do  truly  opine,  that  speaking  of  Solomon 
and  ourselves,  the  hail  wisdom  in  the  country 
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left  Sootknd,  when  ve  took  our  tniTek  to  the 
Southland  here.** 

Greorge  Heriot  was  courtier  enough  to  say, 
**  that  the  wise  naturally  follow  the  wisest,  as 
stags  follow  their  leader.*" 

^^  Troth,  I  think  there  is  something  in  what 
thou  sayest,^  said  James;  **  for  we  ourselves, 
and  those  of  our  court  and  household,  as  thou 
thyself,  for  example,  are  allowed  by  the  English, 
for  as  8elf-o|nnioned  as  they  are,  to  pass  for  rea- 
sonable good  wits ;  but  the  brains  of  those  we 
have  left  behind  are  all  astir,  and  run  dean  hir- 
die-girdie,  like  sae  mony  warlocks  and  witches 
cm  the  Devil^s  Sabbath-e^en.^ 

**  I  am  sorry  to  hear  this,  my  liege^^  said  He* 
riot*  ^  May  it  please  your  grace  to  say  what 
our  countrymen  have  done  to  deserve  such  a 
character?^ 

**  They  are  become  frantic,  man— -clean  brain- 
crazed,^  answered  the  King.  *'  I  cannot  keep 
them  out  of  the  Court  by  all  the  proclamations 
that  the  heralds  roar  themselves  hoarse  with. 
Yesterday,  nae  farther  gane,  just  as  we  were 
Biountedy  and  about'  to  ride  forth,  in  rushed  a 
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thorough  Edinbuigh  guttarblood — a  ragged  ras- 
cal, every  dud  upon  whose  back  was  bidding 
good-day  to  the  other,  with  a  coat  and  hat  that 
would  have  served  a  pease^bogle,  and,  without 
havings  or  reverence,  thrusts  into  our  bands, 
like  a  sturdy  beggar,  some  .Supplication  about 
debts  owing  by  our  gradous  mother,  and  sic- 
like  trash ;  whereat  the  horse  spangs  on  end,  and, 
but  for  our  admirable  sitting,  wheran  we  have 
been  thought  to  excel  maist  sovereign  princes,  as 
well  as  subjects,  in  Europe,  I  promise  you  we 
would  have  been  laid  endlang  on  the  causeway.^ 

^^  Your  Majesty,^  said  Heriot,  '*  is  thar  com. 
mon  father,  and  therefore  they  are  the  bolder  to 
press  into  your  gracious  presence.^ 

^  I  ken  I  am  paier  patria  well  enough,^  said 
James ;  **  but  one  would  think  they  had  a  mind 
to  squeeze  my  puddings  out,  that  they  may  di- 
vide the  inheritance.  Ud^s  death,  Geordie,  there 
is  not  a  loon  among  them  can  delivar  a  Supplica- 
tion, as  it  suld  be  done  in  the  £aoe  of  majesty.'^ 

'^  I  would  I  knew  the  most  fitting  and  be- 
seeming  mode  to  do  so^^  said  Heriot,  **  were  it 
but  to  instruct  our  poor  countrymen  in  better  fa- 
shions.^ 
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<<  By  my  halidome,^  smd  the  King,  ^^  yc  are 
a  ceevileezed  fellow,  Geordie,  and  I  care  na  if  I 
fling  awa  as  much  time  as  may  teach  ye.  And, 
first,  see  you,  m — ye  shall  approach  the  pre* 
sence  of  majesty  Uius, — shadowing  your  eyes  with 
your  hand,  to  testify  that  you  are  in  the  presence 
of  the  Vicegerent  of  Heaven.— Vara  weel,  George, 
that  is  done  in  a  comely  manner. — ^Then,  sir,  ye 
sail  kneel,  and  make  as  if  ye  would  kiss  the  hem 
of  our  garment,  the  latch  of  our  shoe,  or  such 
like. — Vara  weel  enacted— whilk  we,  as  being 
willing  to  be  debonair  and  pleasing  towards  our 
lieges,  prevent  thus, — and  motion  to  you  to  rise ; 
— ^whilk,  having  a  boon  to  ask,  as  yet  you  obey 
not,  but,  gliding  your  hand  into  your  pouch, 
bring  forth  your  Supplication,  and  place  it  re- 
verentially in  our  open  palm.^  The  goldsmith, 
who  had  complied  with  great  accuracy  with  all 
the  prescribed  points  of  the  ceremonial,  here 
completed  it,  to  Jameses  no  small  astonishment, 
by  placing  in  his  hand  the  petition  of  the  Lord 
of  Glenvarloch.  *^  What  means  this,  ye  fause 
loon  ?^  said  he,  reddening  and  sputtering ;  <<  hae 
I  been  teaching  you  the  manual  exercise,  that  ye 
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suld  present  your  piece  at  ouriun  royal  body  ?— 
Now,  by  this  light,  I  had  as  lief  that  ye  had 
bended  a  real  pistolet  against  me,  and  yet  this 
hae  ye  done  in  my  very  cabinet,  where  nought 
suld  enter  but  at  my  fun  pleasure.^ 

<^  I  trust,  your  Majesty,^  said  Heriot,  as  he 
continued  to  kneel,  ^*  will  forgive  my  exerciong 
the  lesson  you  condescended  to  give  me  in  the 
behalf  of  a  friend  P^ 

<^  Of  a  friend  T  said  the  King ;  *'  so  much  the 
waur-o^so  much  the  waur,  I  tell  you.  If  it  had 
been  something  to  do  yoursett  good,  there  would 
have  been  some  sense  in  it,  and  some  chance  that 
you  wald  not  have  come  back  on  me  in  a  hurry ; 
but  a  man  may  have  a  hundred  friends,  and  pe- 
titions for  every  ane  of  them,  ilk  ane  after  other.^ 

'<  Your  Majesty,  I  trust,^  said  Heriot,  **  will 
judge  me  by  former  experience,  and  will  not  8Ufr& 
pect  me  of  such  presumption.^ 

*<  I  kenna,^  said  the  placable  monarch ;  '<  the 
world  goes  daft,  I  think-«-^Msd  semel  insainivimus 
ofiifiev—^thou  art  my  old  and  faithful  servant, 
that  is  the  truth ;  and,  wer^t  any  thing  for  thy 
own  behocrf*,  man,  thou  shouldest  not  ask  twice* 
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But,  troth,  Steenie  loves  me  so  dearly,  that  he 
cares  not  that  any  one  should  ask  favours  of  me 
but  himself.-— MaxweD,  (for  the  usher  had  re< 
entered  after  having  carried  off  the  plate,)  get 
into  the  anti-chamber  wi^  your  lang  lugs.— -In 
conscience,  Geordie,  I  think  as  that  thou  hast 
been  mine  ain  aiild  fiduciary,  and  wert  my 
goldsmith  when  I  might  say  with  the*Ethnio 
poet — JVbfft  mea  renidet  in  domo  lacunar^-^foTf 
faith,  they  had  pillaged  my  mither*s  auld  house 
sae,  that  beechen  bickers,  and  treen  trenchers, 
and  latten  platters,  were  whiles  the  best  at  our 
board,  and  glad  we  were  of  something  to  put  on 
them,  without  quarrelling  mth  the  metal  of  the 
dishes.  ITje  mind,  for  thou  wert  in  maist  of  our 
oomplota,  how  we  were  fain  to  send  sax  of  the 
Blue-banders  to  harry  the  Lady  of  Loganhouse^s 
dow-cote  and  poultry-yard,  and  what  an  awfu^ 
plaint  the  poor  dame  made  against  Jock  of 
Milch,  and  the  thieves  of  Annandale,  wha  were 
as  sackleas  of  the  deed  as  I  am  of  the  sia  of 
murther  1^ 

<<It  was  the  better  tarJock,^  said  Heriot;  <<  for 
if  I  remember  weel,  it  saved  him  £rom  a  strap 
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ping  up  at  DumfrieSy  which  he  had  weel  deserved 
for  other  misdeeds.^ 

<<  Ay,  man,  mind  ye  that  F*  said  the  King ; 
*<  but  he  had  other  virtues,  for  he  was  a  tight 
huntsman,  moreover,  that  Jock  of  Milch,  and 
could  hollow  to  a  hound  till  all  the  woods  rang 
again.  But  he  came  to  an  Annandale  end  at 
the  last,  for  Lord  Torthorwald  run  his  lanoe  out 
through  him.— >CocksnaiIs,  man,  when  I  think 
of  these  wild  passages,  in  my  oonsdence,  I  am  not 
sure  but  we  lived  merrier  in  auld  Holyrood  in 
these  shifting  days,  than  now  when  we  are  dwell, 
ing  at  heck  and  manger.  Caniabii  vacuu^^^'we 
had  but  little  to  care  for.^ 

**  And  if  your  Majesty  please  to  remember,^ 
said  the  goldsmith,  *^  the  awful  task  we  had  to 
gather  adver-vessail  and  gold-work  enough  to 
make  some  shewbefore  the  Spanish  Ambassador.'^ 

<<  Vera  true,^  said  the  King,  now  in  a  full  tide 
of  gossip,  '<  and  I  mind  not  the  name  of  the  right 
leal  lord  that  helped  us  with  every  unce  he  had 
in  his  house,  that  his  native  Prince  might  have 
some  credit  in  the  eyes  of  them  that  had  the  In- 
dies at  their  beck.^ 
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*'  I  think  if  your  Majesty,^  said  the  dtizen, 
^  will  cast  your  eye  on  the  paper  in  your  hand, 
you  will  recollect  his  name.^ 

**  Ay  r  said  the  King,  <<  say  ye  sae,  man  ?— 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  that  was  his  name  indeed-— 
JuHus  et  tenax  proporitu^A  just  man,  but  as 
obstinate  as  a  baited  bull.  He  stood  whiles  against 
OS,  that  Lord  Randal  Olifaunt  of  Glenvarloch, 
bat  he  was  a  loving  and  a  leal  subject  in  the 
main.  Bat  this  supplicator  maun  be  his  son-* 
Randal  has  been  long  gone  where  king  and  lord 
must  go,  Geoidie,  as  well  as  the  like  of  you— 
and  what  does  his  son  want  with  us  ?^ 

«  The  settlement,^  answered  the  citixen,  **  of 
a  large  debt  due  by  your  Majesty^s  treasury,  for 
money  advanced  to  your  Majesty  in  great  state 
emergency,  about  the  time  of  the  Raid  of  Ruth- 


ven,'' 


u 


I  mind  the  thing  weel,^  said  Kng  Jasie»— 
^  Od^s  death,  man,  I  was  just  out  of  the  clutches 
of  the  Master  of  Glamis  and  his  complices,  and 
there  was  never  aller  mair  welcome  tp  a  bom 
Prince,— the  mair  the  shame  and  pity  that  crown- 
ed  King  should  need  sic  a  petty  sum.  But  what 
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need  he  dan  us  for  it,  man,  like  a  baxter  at  the 
breaking?  We  aught  him  the  uller,  and  wiU  pay 
him  wi*  our  oonTenienoe,  or  mak  it  otherwise  up 
to  him,  whilk  is  enow  between  prince  and  sub* 
ject— We  are  not  in  medUoHone  Jiigte,  man,  to 
be  arrested  thus  peremptorily.^ 

^  Aks  1  an  it  please  your  Majesty,^  said  the 
goldsmith,  shaking  his  head,  "  it  is  the  poor 
young  nobleman^s  extreme  neoesuty,  and  not  his 
^nll,  that  makeshim  importunate ;  for  hemust  have 
money>  and  that  briefly,  to  discharge  a  debt  due 
4o  Peregrine  Peterson,  Consenrator  of  the  Privi^ 
leges  at  Campvere,  or  his  haill  hereditary  barony 
and  estate  of  Glenvarloch  will  be  evicted  in  vir- 
tue of  an  unredeemed  wadset^ 

*^  How  say  ye,  man — ^how  say  ye  ?^  exdumed 
the  King  impatiently ;  **  the  carle  of  a  Conserva* 
tor,  the  son  of  a  Low-Dutch  skipper,  evict  the 
«uld  estate  and  lordship  of  the  house  of  Olifaunt  ? 
«— God^s  bread,  man,  that  maun  not  be— we  maun 
suspend  the  diligence  by  writ  of  favour,  6r  other* 
wise. 

*<  I  doubt  that  may  hardly  be,"*  answered  the 
•citisen,  '<  if  it  please  your  Majesty ;  your  learn* 
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edeounselinthelawof  Seodand  adnse,  that  there 
is  no  remeid  but  in  paying  the  money  .^ 

<<  Udfl  fish,''  said  the  King,  <<  let  him  keep 
haud  by  the  strong  hand  against  the  carle,  until 
we  can  take  some  order  about  his  affairs.** 

<^  Alas  r  insisted  the  goldsmith,  <<  if  it  like 
jour  Majesty,  your  own  pacific  government  and 
your  doing  of  equal  justice  to  all  men,  has  made 
main  force  a  kittle  line  to  walk  by,  unless  just 
within  the  bounds  of  the  HigUands.^ 

*^  Weel— weeI-«-weel,man,^  said  the  perplexed 
monarch,  whose  ideas  of  justice,  expedience,  and 
ooDVenience^  became  on  sudi  occasions  strangely 
embroiled ;  ^'  just  it  is  we  should  pay  our  debts, 
that  the  youDg  man  may  pay  his ;  and  he  must 
be  pmd,  and  tti  verbo  regis  he  dudl  be  paid^^ 
but  how  to  come  by  the  nller,  man,  is  adifficult 
diapter— ye  maun  try  the  city,  Geordie.^ 

'<  To  say  the  trutb,^  answered  Heriot,  ^  please 
your  gracious  Majesty,  what  betwixt  loans  and 
beuevcdenoes,  and  subndies,  the  city  is  at  this 
piesent^--^^ 

^  Doona  tell  me  of  what  the  city  is,^  said  King 
James ;  ^*  our  Exchequer  is  as  dry  as  Dean  Gileses 
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discourses  on  the  penitentiary  psalms— £j!ntAtii 
nihil  JU'-'lVa  ill  taking  the  breeks  aff  a  wild 
Highlandman — ^they  that  come  to  me  for  siller, 
should  tell  me  how  to  come  by  it— the  city  ye 
maun  try,  Heriot ;  and  donna  think  to  be  called 
Jingling  Geordie  for  nothing — and  in  verbo  regis 
I  will  pay  the  lad  if  you  get  me  the  loan— -I 
wonnot  haggle  on  the  terms ;  and  between  you 
and  me,  Geordie,  we  will  redeem  the  brave  auld 
estate  of  Glenvarloch«— But  wherefore  comes  not 
the  young  lord  to  Court,  Heriot — ^is  he  comely 
—is  he  |H-esentable  in  the  presence  ?"* 

<<  No  one  can  be  more  so,^  said  George  He* 

riot ;  "  but ^ 

Ay,  I  understand  ye,^  said  his  Majesty— 

I  understand  ye — Res  angusta  dbma— puir  lad 
— puir  lad ! — and  his  father  a  right  true  leal 
Scots  heart,  though  stiiFin  some  opinions.  Hark 
ye,  Heriot,  let  the  lad  have  twa  hundred  pounds 
to  fit  him  out  And,  here— here— (taking  the 
carcanet  of  rubies  from  his  old  hat)— ye  have 
had  these  in  pledge  before  for  a  larger  sum,  ye 
auld  Levite  that  ye  are.  Keep'them  in  gage,  till 
I  gie  ye  back  the  siller  out  of  the  next  subsidy.^ 

13 


66 
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^  If  it  please  your  Maje^y  to  give  tne  fiuch 
direcUooB  in  writing,^  said  the  cftutioos  citizen. 

^  The  de*il  if  in  your  nicety,  Creorge,^  said 
the  King;  **  ye  are  as  preceese  as  a  Puritan  in 
fomiy  and  a  mere  Nuilifidian  in  the  marrow  of 
the  matter.  May  not  a  King^s  word  serve  you 
for  advnocing  your  piufiil  twa  hundred  pounds  r" 

^  But  not  for  detaining  the  crown  jewds,^ 
said  George  Heriot. 

And  the  King,  who  from  long  experience  was 
inured  to  dealing  with  suspicious  creditors,  wrote 
an  order  upcm  George  Heriot,  his  welUbeloved 
goldsmith  and  jeweller,  tat  the  sum  of  two  hun« 
dred  pounds,  to  be  paid  presently  to  Nigel  Oli- 
taunt.  Lord  of  Glenvarloch,  to  be  imputed  as  so 
much  debts  due  to  him  by  the  crown ;  and  autho- 
rising the  retention  of  a  carcanet  of  balas  rubies, 
with  a  great  diamond,  as  described  in  a  Cata- 
logue of  his  Majesty^s  Jewels,  to  remain  in  pos« 
session  of  the  said  George  Heriot,  advancer  of 
the  said  sum,  and  so  forth,  until  he  was  lawfully 
contented  and  paid  thereof  By  another  rescript, 
his  Majesty  gave  the  said  George  Heriot  direc- 
tions to  deal  with  some  of  the  moneyed  men,  upon 

TOL.   I.  K 
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equitable  terma,  for  a  sum  of  nuHiey  for  hb  Ma- 
jestj^s  present  use,  not  to  be  under  £0,000  merks, 
but  as  much  more  as  could  conveniently  be  pro- 
cured. 

*^  And  has  he  ony  lair,  this  Lord  Nigel  of 
oiurs  ?^  said  the  King. 

George  Heriot  could  not  exactly  answer  this 
question ;  but  beUeved  ^*  the  young  lord  had 
studied  abroad.^ 

<'  He  shall  have  our  own  advice,^  said  the 
King,  '<  how  to  carry  on  his  studies  to  roaist  ad- 
vantage; anditmay  be  wewillhavehim  cometo 
court,  and  study  with  Steenie,  and  Babie  Charles. 
And,  now  we  think  on\,  away«-away,  George — 
for  the  bairns  will  be  coming  hame  presently, 
and  we  would  not  as  yet  they  kenned  of  this  mat* 
ter  we  have  been  treating  anent.  Propera  pe^ 
demy  O  Greordie.  Clap  your  mule  between  your 
houghs,  and  god-den  withsyou.** 

Thus  ended  the  conference  betwixt  the  gentle 
King  Jamie  and  his  benevolcait  jeweller  and  gold- 
smith. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


O  I  do  know  fatal— Hit  the  mooUy  laDon 
Which  oar  eoart  witi  wiQ  wet  their  lipe  withal, 
When  they  would  nuoe  their  honied  conTeraation 
With  Mnewhat  aharper  fla>voiir.->Bfanry,  sr. 
That  vixtne'i  well  nif^  left  hhn— «I1  the  juice 
That  WM  80  diaip  and  poignant,  ii  aqneeiM  out ; 
While  the  poor  rind,  akhongh  as  tonr  as  ever. 
Most  acaion  soon  the  draff  we  give  oar  gmnten. 
For  twiKlcn'd  thiogs  am  weary  on*t. 

The  ChamberkAn^A  Comedy. 


Thk  gcxid  company  invited  by  the  hospitable 
dtiaen  aaeembled  at  bis  house  in  Lombard-street 
at  the  *<  hollow  and  hungry  hour^  of  noon,  to 
partake  of  that  meal  which  divides  theday ;  bang 
about  the  time  when  modem  persons  of  fashion, 
turning  themsdves  upon  thor  pillow,  begin  to 
think,  not  without  a  great  many  doubts  and  much 
hesitation,  that  they  will  by  and  by  commence  it. 
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Thither  came  the  young  Nigel,  arrayed  plainly, 
but  in  a  dress,  neTertheless,  more  suitable  to  his 
age  and  quality  than  he  had  formerly  worn,  ac- 
companied by  his  servant  Moniplies,  whose  out* 
side  also  was  considerably  improved.  His  solemn 
and  stem  features  glared  forth  from  under  a  blue 
velvet  bonnet,  fantastically  placed  ndeways  on  his 
head — ^he  had  a  sound  and  tough  coat  of  English 
blue  broad-cloth,  which,  unlike  his  former  vest- 
ment, would  have  stood  the  tug  of  all  the  appren- 
tices in  Fleet-street  The  buckler  and  broadsword 
he  wore  as  the  arms  of  his  condition,  and  a  neat 
silver  badge,  bearing  his  lord^s  arms,  announced 
that  he  was  an  appendage  of  aristooacy.  He  sat 
down  in  the  good  citizen^s  buttery,  not  a  little 
pleased  to  find  his  attendance  upon  the  table  in 
the  hall  was  like  to  be  rewarded  with  his  share  of 
a  meal  such  as  he  had  seldom  partaken  of. 

Mr  David  Ramsay,  that  profound  and  inge- 
nious meohanic,  was  safely  conducted  to  Lom- 
bard-street, according  to  promise,  well  washed, 
brushed,  and  cleaned,  frran  the  soot  of  the  fur« 
naee  and  the  forge.  His  daughta*  came  with 
him,  a  girl  about  twenty  years  old,  very  pretty, 
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▼07  demure,  yet  with  lively  black  eyes,  that  erer 
aad  anon  oontradicted  the  expresoon  of  aobriety, 
to  which  sileQce,  reaerye,  a  plain  velvet  hood» 
and  cambric  ruff,  had  amdemned  Mistrew  Mar- 
get,  as  the  daughter  of  a  quiet  dtisen. 

There  were  also  two  citizens  and  merdianta 
of  London,  men  ample  in  <iloak,  and  many-link^ 
ed  golden  chain,  well  to  paas  in  the  world,  and 
experienced  in  tbar  craft  of  merchandize,  but 
who  require  no  particular  descriptuHOL  There 
was  an  dderiy  dargyman  also,  in  his  gown  and 
cassock^  a  decent  venerable  man,  partaking  in  his 
mannen  of  the  plainness  of  the  dtiaens  am<9>gst 
iHumi  he  had  his  cure. 

Thesemay  be  dismissed  with  brief  notice;  but 
not  so  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  of  Gimigo 
Castle,  who  diums  a  little  more  attention,  as  an 
original  chamcter  of  the  time  in  which  he  flou* 
rished. 

That  good  knight  knocked  at  Maslnr  Heriof  s 
door  just  as  the  clock  began  to  strike  twelve, 
and  was  seated  in  his  chair  ere  the  last  Btnke 
had  chimed.  This  gave  the  kn^ht  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  making  sarcasUc  observations  on 
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all  who  came  later  than  lumselfy  not  to  mentimi 
a  few  rubs  at  the  expenoe  of  thoae  who  had  been 
80  auperfluous  as  to  appear  earlier. 

Having  little  or  no  property  save  his  bare  de- 
ognationy  Sir  Mungo  had  been  early  attached  to 
Court  m  the  capacity  of  irfiipping-boy,  as  the 
office  was  then  called,  to  King  James  the  Sixth, 
and,  with  his  Majesty,  trained  to  aU  polite  learn* 
ing  by  his  celebrated  preceptinr,  George  Bucha^ 
nan.  The  oflSce  of  whip|nBg4x>y  doomed  its  un- 
fixtunate  occupant  to  undergo  all  the  corporedi 
pumshment  which  the  Lord^s  Anointed,  whose 
proper  person  was  of  course  sacred,  might  chance 
to  incur,  in  the  course  oftravdling  through  his 
grammar  and  prosody.  Under  the  stem  rule,  in- 
deed, of  Oeojge  Buchanan,  who  did  not  approve 
of  the  vicarious  mode  of  punishment,  James 
bore  the  penance  of  his  own  faults,  and  Mungo 
Malagrowther  enjoyed  a  sinecure;  but  Jameses 
other  pedagogue.  Master  Patrick  Young,  went 
more  ceremoniously  to  work,  and  appalled  the 
very  soul  of  the  youthful  king  by  the  floggings 
which  he  bestowed  on  the  whippbg-boy,  when 
the  royal  task  was  not  suitably  performed.  A>|d 
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be  it  told  to  Sir  Mungo^s  praiae,  that  there  were 
paints  about  him  in  the  highest  reqpect  suited 
to  his  official  atuation.  He  had  even  in  youth 
a  naturally  irregular  and  grotesque  ac^  of  fea- 
tures, which,  when  distorted  by  fear,  pain,  and 
anger,  looked  like  one  of  the  whimsical  faces 
wUch  present  themselves  in  a  Gothic  cornice. 
His  voice  also  was  high- jntched  and  querulous,  so 
that,  when  smarting  under  Master  Peter  Young's 
unsparii^  inflictions,  the  expression  of  his  gr». 
tesque  ]^ysiognomy,  and  the  super-human  yells 
which  he  uttered,  were  well  suited  to  produce  all. 
the  effects  on  the  monarch  who  deserved  the  lash, 
that  could  possibly  be  produced  by  sedng  ano- 
ther and  an  innocent  individual  suffering  for  his 
delicL 

Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  for  such  he  became, 
thus  got  aa^arly  footing  at  court^  which  another 
would  have  improved  and  maintained.  But  when 
he  grew  too  big  to  be  whipped,  he  had  no  other 
meansof  rendering  himself  acceptable.  Abitter, 
caustic,  and  backbiting  humour,  a  malicious  wit, 
and  an  envy  .of  others  more  prosperous  than  the 
posfipssor  of  such  amiable  qualities,  have  not  ifh 
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deed  always  been  found  obstacles  to  a  oourtier^s 
rise;  but  then  they  must  be  amalgamated  with  a 
degree  of  selfish  cunning  and  prudence,  of  which 
Sir  Mungo  had  no  share.  His  satire  run  riot^ 
his  envy  could  not  conceal  itaelf»  and  it  was  not 
long  after  his  majority  till  he  had  as  many  quar- 
rels upon  his  hands  as  would  have  required  a 
cat'^s  nine  lives  to  answer.  In  one  of  these  ren* 
contres  he  received,  perhaps  we  should  say  for*. 
tuna,tely,  a  wound,  which  served  him  as  an  excuse 
for  answering  no  invitations  of  the  kind  in  future. 
Sir  Bullion  Rattray,  of  Ranagullion,  cut  off,  in 
mortal  combat,  three  of  the  fingers  of  his  rig^t 
hand,  so  that  Sir  Mungo  never  could  hold  sword 
again.  At  a  later  period,  having  written  some 
satirical  verses  upon  the  Lady  Cockpen,  he  recei- 
ved so  severe  a  chastisement  from  some  persons 
employed  for  the  purpose,  that  he  was  found  half 
dead  on  the  spot  where  they  had  thus  dealt  with 
him,  and  one  of  his  thighs  having  been  broken, 
and  ill  set,  gave  him  a  hitch  in  his  gait,  with  which 
he  hobbled  to  his  grave.  The  lameness  of  his  leg 
and  hand,  besides  that  they  added  considerably 
to  the  grotesque  appearance  of  this  original, 
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procugedlum  in  fulurea  peraonal  Mnimmily  ftom 
the  moie  dbngerouB  oonsequenoeB  of  his  own  hii. 
Bour;  and  he  gndually  grew  old  in  the  lernoe 
of  the  oourty  in  m&iy  of  life  and  limb,  though 
without  either  making  friends  or  attaining  pre^. 
ferment  Sometime^  indeed,  the  Sang  was  amo- 
sed  with  his  caustic  sallies,  but  he  had  never  art 
enough  to  improve  the  favouirabie  opportumtjr ; 
and  his  enemies,  (who  wece  upon  the  matter  the 
whfde  oourt,)  always  found  means  to  throw  him 
out  of  fiivour  again.  The  celebrated  Aidiie 
Annstm^g  oflBsred  &r  Mungo,  inhisgenerositj, 
a  skirt  of  hb  own  fooPs  ooa^  proposing  thereby 
toeooununicate  to  him  the  privileges  and  immu^' 
nities  of  a  professed  jester-^*^  For,^  said  the  man 
of  motley,  ^*  Sir  Mungo,  as  he  goes  on  just  now, 
gets  no  more  for  a  good  jest  than  j  ust  the  Ijng's 
pardon  for  having  madfe  it.^ 

Even  in  London,  the  golden  shower  which  fell 
around  him,  did  not  moisten  the  blighted  fortunes 
of  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther.  He  grew  old,  deaf, 
and  peevish — ^lost  even  the  spirit  which. had  for* 
merly  animated  his  strictures,  and  was  barely  en* 
dui^  by  James,  who,  though  himself  nearly  as 
far  stricken  in  years,  retained,  to  an  unusual  and 
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even  an  absurd  d^^ree,  the  desire  to  be  sunound- 
ed  by  young  people.  Sir  Mungo»  thus  fallen  in- 
to the  jdiaw  leaf  of  years  and  fortune,  diewed 
his  emaciated  form  and  faded  emlnrcudery  at 
court  as  seldom  as  his  duty  permitted ;  and  spent 
his  time  in  indulging  his  food  for  satire,  in  the 
public  walks  and  in  the  aisles  of  Saint  Paul% 
which  were  then  the  general  resort  of  newsmong- 
ers and  characters  of  all  descriptions,  associ- 
ating himself  chiefly  with  such  of  his  oountiy- 
men  as  he  accounted  of  inferior  birth  and  rank  to 
himself.  In  this  manner,  hating  and  contemning 
commerce  and  those  who  pursued  it,  he  never- 
theless lived  a  good  deal  among  the  Scottish  art- 
ists and  merchants  who  had  followed  the  court 
to  London.  To  these  he  could  sh^w  his  cyni- 
cism without  much  offence^  for  some  sulxnitted 
to  his  jeers  and  ill4iumour  in  deference  to  his 
birth  and  knighthood,  which  in  those  days  con- 
ferred high  privileges ;  and  others,  of  more  soise, 
pitied  and  endured  the  old  man,  unhappy  alike 
in  his  foctimes  and  his  temper* 

Amongst  the  latter  was  George  Heriot,  who, 
though  his  habits  and  educatiiHi  induced  him  to 


THE  FOETUNES  OF  KIGEL.  15S 

cany  aristocratioal  feelings  to  a  degree  which 
would  now  be  thought  extrayagant,  had  too  much 
8{nrit  and  good  sense  to  permit  himself  to  be  in- 
truded upon  to  an  unauthorised  excess,  or  used 
with  the  slightest  improper  freedom,  by  sudi  a 
person  as  Sir  Mungo,  to  whom  he  was,  neverthe- 
less, not  only  respectfully  dvil,  but  essentially 
kind  and  even  generous. 

Accordingly  tins  appeared  from  the  manner 
in  which  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  conducted 
Inms^  upon  entering  the  apartment.  He  paid 
his  respects  to  Master  Heriot,  and  a  decent,  el- 
deriy,  somewhat  severe-looking  female,  in  a  coif, 
who,  by  the  name  of  Aunt  Judith,  did  the  ho- 
nours of  his  house  and  table,  with  little  or  no 
portion  of  the  supercilious  addi^  which  his  an- 
gular phyriognomy  assumed  when  he  made  his 
bow  suocesnvely  to  David  Bamsay  and  the  two 
sober  citisens.  He  thrust  himself  into  the  con- 
venation  of  the  latter,  to  observe,  he  had  heard 
in  PauTs  that  the  bankrupt  concerns  of  Pindi- 
yide,  a  great  merchant,  who,  as  he  expressed  it, 
|iad  given  the  crows  a  pudding,  (and  on  whom 
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he  knew,  from  the  same  authority,  each  of  the 
honest  citizens  had  some  unsettled  claim,)  was 
fike  to  prove  a  total  loss— '^  stock  and  block,  ship 
and  cargo,  keel  and  rigging,  all  lost,  now  and  for 
ever.^  « 

The  two  citizens  grinned  on  each  other,  but, 
too  prudent  to  make  thar  private  affairs  the 
subject  of  public  discusnon,  drew  their  heads 
together,  and  evaded  further  conversation  by 
speaking  in  a  whisper.  The  old  Scotdi  kni^t 
next  attacked  the  watchmaker  with  the  same  un- 
respective  familiarity.  **Davie,^hesatd,<— ''I>»- 
vie,  ye  donnard  auld  ideot,  have  ye  no  gane  mad 
yet  with  applying  your  mathanatical  science,  as 
ye  call  it,  to  the  fiook  of  Apocalypse?  I  expect- 
ed to  have  heard  ye  make  out  the  sign  of  the 
beast  as  clear  as  a  tout  on  a  bawbee  whistle*^ 

*'  Why,  Sir  Mungo,^  said  the  mechanist,  after 
making  an  eflbrt  to  recal  to  his  recollection  what 
had  been  said  to  him,  and  by  whom,  ^  it  maybe 
that  ye  are  nearer  the  mark  than  ye  are  yoursell 
aware  of— for  taking  the  ten  horns  b^  the  beast, 
ye  may  easily  estimate  by  your  di^tals        ^ 
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^  My  digits !  you  d-«-d  auld  rusty  good-for. 
Dotbing  time-pieoe  T  exctumed  Sir  Muogo,  while 
betwixt  jest  ood  earnest,  he  laid  on  his  hilt  his 
handy  or  ratKer  his  claw,  (for  Sir  Rullion^s  broad, 
sword  h}d  abridged  it  into  that  form,)— *<  D^ye 
mean  to  upbraid  me  with  my  mutilation  ?^ 

Master  Heriot  interfered*  "  I  cannot  per- 
suade our  friend  David,**  he  said,  *^  that  scrip- 
tural  prophecies  are  intended  to  remain  in  ob- 
scurity, until  their  unexpected  accomplishment 
diall  make,  as  in  former  days,  that  fulfilled  which 
was  written.  But  you  must  not  exert  your  knight- 
ly valour  on  him  for  all  that.^ 

*'  By  my  sauI,  and  it  would  be  throwing  it 
away,^  said  Sir  Mungo,  laughing.  ^  I  would  as 
soon  set  out  with  hound  and  horn  to  hunt  a  stur- 
died  sheep,  for  he  is  in  a  doze  again,  and  up  to 
the  chin  in  numerals,  quotients,  and  dividends. 
—Mistress  Margaret,  my  pretty  honey ,^  for  the 
beauty  of  the  young  citizen  made  even  Sir  Mun- 
go Malagrowther^s  grim  features  relax  themselves 
a  Uttle,  **  Is  your  father  always  as  entertaining 
as  he  seems  just  now  ?"" 
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Mistress  Margaret  nmpered,  bridled,  looked 
to  ather  side,  then  straight  before  her,  and  ha- 
ving assumed  all  the  airs  of  bashful  embarrass- 
ment and  timidity  which  were  necessary,  as  she 
thought,  to  cover  a  certain  shrewd  ifadiness 
which  really  belonged  to  her  diaracter,  at  length 
replied,  "  that  indeed  her  father  was  very 
thoughtful,  but  she  had  heard  that  he  took  the 
habit  of  mind  from  her  grandCsther.^ 

*^  Your  grandfather  !"*  said  Sir  Mungo,  after 
doubting  if  he  had  heard  her  aright,*—*^  said  she 
her  grandfather !  The  lasae  is  destrangfat.  I 
ken  nae  wench  on  this  ade  of  Tem{^  Bar  that 
b  derived  from  so  distant  a  relation.** 

<^  She  has  got  a  godfather,  however.  Sir  Mun- 
go,*^ said  George  Heriot,  again  interfering ;  *'  and 
I  hope  you  will  allow  him  interest  enough  with 
you  to  request  you  will  not  put  his  pretty  god- 
child to  so  deep  a  blush.^ 

<'  The  better— the  better,""  said  Sir  Mungo. 
^^  It  is  a  credit  to  her,  that,  bred  and  bom  with- 
in the  sound  of  Bow-beU,  she  can  blush  for  any 
thing ;  and,  by  my  sauI,  Master  George,'"  he 
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I,  chucking  the  irritated  and  reluctant 
damsel  under  the  chin,  *'  she  is  bonny  enough  to 
jnake  amends  for  her  lack  of  ancestry,  at  least 
in  such  a  region  as  Cheapside,  where,  d^ye 
mind  n^  the  kettle  cannot  call  the  porridge- 

The  damsel  blushed,  but  not  so  angrily  as  be- 
fore. Master  Geoige  Heriot  hastened  to  inter- 
rupt die  conduaon  of  Sir  Mungo*s  homely  pro- 
yert),  by  introducmg  him  personally  to  Lord 
NigeL  Sir  Mungo  could  not  at  first  understand 
what  his  host  said.  ^<  Bread  of  hearen,  wha  say 
ye,  man?" 

Upon  the  nameof  Nigel  Olifaunt,  Lord  Glen- 
Tarioch^  being  again  hollowed  into  his  ear,  he 
drew  up,  and,  regarding  his  entertainer  with  some 
austerity,  rebuked  him  for  not  making  persons 
of  quality  acquainted  with  eadi  other,  that  they 
ought  exchange  courtesies  before  they  mingled 
with  other  folks.  He  then  made  as  handsome 
and  courtly  a  congee  to  his  new  acquaintance  as 
a  man  maimed  in  foot  and  hand  could  do;  and 
obserring  he  had  known  my  lord,  his  father,  bid 


160  THE  rORTimKS  OF  K1C;Et. 

him  weloome  to  London,  and  hoped  he  should 
see  him  at  court 

Nigel  in  an  instant  comprehended,  as  well 
from  Sir  Mungo^s  manner,  as  from  a  strict  com-> 
pression  of  their  entertainer's  lips,  which  intima- 
ted the  suppression  of  a  desire  to  laugh,  diat  he 
was  dealing  with  an  anprnl  of  no  ordinary  de- 
scripdon,  and  acoordinglj  returned  his  courtesy 
with  suitable  punctiliousness.  Sir  Mungo,  in  the 
meanwhile,  gaaed  on  him  with  mudi  earnestness ; 
and,  as  the  contempladon  of  natural  advantages 
was  as  odious  to  him  as  that  of  wealth,  or  other 
adventidous  benefits,  he  had  no  sooner  complete- 
ly perused  the  handsome  form  and  good  features 
of  the  young  lord,  than,  like  (me  of  the  comfort- 
ers of  the  Man  of  Usz,  he  drew  close  ap  to  him 
to  enlarge  on  the  farmer  grandeur  of  the  Lords 
of  Glenvarloch,  and  the  regret  with  whidi  he 
had  heard  that  thdr  representative  was  not  likely 
to  possess  the  domains  of  his  ancestry.  Anon, 
he  enlarged  upon  the  beauties  of  the  principal 
mansion  of  Glenvarloch ;  the  commanding  ate 
of  the  old  castle ;  the  noble  expanse  of  the  lake, 
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stodced  with  wild-fowl  for  hawking;  the  oom- 
manding  screen  of  forest^  fenninating  in  a  moiiA> 
tain-iidge  abounding  with  deer,*  and  all  the  othar 
advantif^es  of  that  fine  and  andent  burony,  till 
Nigel,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  the  oontraiy » was 
unwillinglj  obliged  to  sigh* 

Sir  Mnngo,  skilful  in  dtsceming  when  the  wi« 
thcrs  of  those  he  conversed  with  were  wrung,  ob- 
served that  his  new  acquaintance  winced,  add 
would  wiUingly  have  piiessed  the  discussion  9  but 
the  cook^a  impatient  knock  upon  the  dresser  with 
the  haft  of  his  dudgeon-knife,  now  gave  a  signal 
loud  cnoK^h  to  be  heard  from  the  top  of  the  house 
to  the  bottom,  sununomng,  at  the  same  time,  the 
lerving-nien  to  place  the  dinner  upon  the  table, 
and  the  gtiests  to  partake  of  it  Sir  Mungo,  who 
was  an  admirer  of  good  cheer,  (a  taste  which,  by 
the  way,  might  have  some  weight  in  reconciling 
his  dignity  to  these  city  visits^)  was  tolled  off  by 
the  sound,  and  left  Nigel  and  the  other  guests 
in  peace,  until  his  anxiety  to  place  himself  m  his 
due  place  of  preeminence  at  the  genial  board  was 
duly  gratified.  -  Here,  seated  on  the  left  hand  of 
Aunt  Judith,  he  beheld  Nigel  occupy  the  station 

VOL.  I.  L 
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of  yet  higher  honour  on  the  right,  diTiding  that 
matron  from  pretty  MistreM  Margaret ;  but  he 
saw  this  with  the  more  patience^  that  there  stood 
betwixt  him  and  the  young  lord  a  superb  larded 
oapon* 

The  dinner  proceeded  according  to  the  form  of 
thetimes:  All  was  excellent  of  the  land,  and  be- 
sides the  Scottish  dieer  promised,  the  board  dis- 
played beef  and  pudding,  the  statutoy  dainties 
of  Old  England.  A  small  cupboard  of  plate,  very 
choicely  and  beautifully  wrought,  did  not  escape 
the  comfdiments  of  some  of  the  company,  and  an 
oblique  sneer  ftom  Sir  Mungo,  as  intimating  the 
owner^s  excellence  in  his  own  mechanical  craft 

^<  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  workmanship^  Sir 
Mungo,^  said  the  honest  citizen.  *'  They  say  a 
good  cook  knows  how  to  lick  his  own  fingers,  and 
methinks  it  were  unseemly  that  I,  who  have  fur* 
nished  half  the  cupboards  in  broadBritain,8liould 
have  my  own  covered  with  paltry  pewter.^ 

The  blessing  of  the  clergyman  now  set  the 
guests  at  liberty  to  attack  what  was  placed  before 
them ;  and  the  meal  went  forward  with  great  de- 
oorum,  until  Aunt  Judith,  in  further  reoom« 
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mendodon  of  the  capon,  assured  her  oompany  that 
it  was  of  a  celebrated  lireed  of  poultiy,  which  die 
had  henelf  brought  froui  Scothmd* 

**  Then,  like  some  of  his  oountiymen,  madam,* 
said  the  jntilesa  Sir  Mungo,  not  widiout  a  glance 
towards  his  landlord,  ^  it  has  been  well  laided 
in  England.* 

*^  There  are  some  odiers  of  his  countrymen,* 
answered  Master  Heriot,  ^*  to  whom  all  the  lard 
in  England  has  not  been  able  to  render  that  good 
office.* 

Sir  Mungo  sneered  and  reddened,  the  rest  of 

the  company  laughed ;  and  the  satirist,  who  had 

his  reasons  for  not  coming  to  extremiQr  with 

Master  George,  was  silent  for  the  rest  of  the 

^Snner.     The  dishes  were  exchanged  for  confec 

tKWs,  and  wine  of  the  highest  quality  and  flavour ; 

9nd  Nigel  saw  the  entertainments  of  the  wealthi. 

est  bm^gomasters  wluch  he  had  witnessed  abroad, 

turly  outahone  by  the  hospitality  of  a  London 

otisen.     Yet  there  was  nothing  ostentatious,  <Mr 

^hich  aeeoDed  bconastent  with  the  degree  of  an 

opulent  binder. 

While  the  collation  proceeded,  Nigel,  accord* 
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ing  to  the  good  breeding  of  the  time,  addressed 
his  discourse  principally  to  Mrs  Judith,  whom 
he  found  to  be  a  woman  of  a  strong  Scottish  un* 
derstanding,  more  inclined  towards  the  Puritans 
than  was  her  brother  George,  (for  in  that  rehu 
tion  she  stood  to  him,  though  he  always  called 
her  aun^)  attached  to  him  in  the  strongest  de> 
gree,  and  sedulously  attentive  to  all  his  comforts. 
As  the  conversation  of  this  good  dame  was  nei- 
ther lively  nor  fascinating,  the  young  lord  natu- 
rally  addressed  himself  next  to  the  old  horologer^s 
very  pretty  daughter,  who  sate  upon  his  left 
hand.  From  her,  however,  there  was  no  ex« 
tracting  any  reply  beyond  the  measure  of  a  mo- 
nosyllable ;  and  when  the  young  gallant  had  said 
the  best  and  most  complaisant  things  which  his 
courtesy  supplied,  the  smile  that  mantled  upon 
her  pretty  mouth  was  so  slight  and  evanescent, 
as  scarce  to  be  discernible.  Nigel  was  beg^ning 
to  tire  of  his  company,  for  the  old  dtiaens  were 
speaking  with  his  host  of  commercial  matters  in 
language  to  him  totally  umntelligible,  when  Sir 
Mungo  Malagrowther  suddenly  summoned  their 
attention. 
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That  amiable  penonage  had  for  tome  time 
withdrawn  from  the  company  into  the  recess  of 
a  projecting  window,  so  formed  and  pbeed  as  to 
-command  a  Tiew  of  the  door  of  the  house,  and 
of  the  street.  This  utuation  was  probably  prfr* 
fened  by  Sir  Mungo  on  account  of  the  number 
of  objects  whidi  the  streets  of  a  metropoUs  usu- 
ally offer,  of  a  kind  congenial  to  the  thoughts  of 
a  splenetic  man.  Whathe  had  hitherto  seen  pass- 
ing there,  was  probably  of  little  consequence,  but 
now  a  txampling  of  horse  was  heard  without,  and 
the  knight  suddenly  exclaimed,—'*  By  my  faith. 
Master  George, you  had  better  go  look  to  shop; 
for  heie  comes  Knighton,  the  Duke  of  Bucking. 
ham*s  groom,  and  two  fellows  after  him,  as  if  he 
were  my  Lord  Duke  himself.* 

^  My  CB8h4ceeper  is  bdow,*  said  Heriot, 
without  disturbing  himself,  *<  and  he  will  let  me 
know  if  his  Grace^s  commands  require  my  im- 
mediate attention.** 

•*  Umph !— cash-keeper  ?"  muttered  Sir  Mun- 
go  to  himself;  *'  he  would  hare  had  an  easy  of- 
fice when  I  first  kenned  ye.  But,**  said  he,  speak* 
ing  aloud,  **  Will  you  not  come  to  the  window, 
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at  least  P  for  Knighton  has  trundled  a  piece  of 
silyer  plate  into  your  house*^a !  hal  hal— trui^ 
died  it  upon  its  edge  as  a  callan^  would  drive  a 
hoop.  I  cannot  help  laiJ^hing— ha !  ha  1  ha !«« 
at  the  fellow's  impudenoe.** 

*'  I  believe  you  could  not  help  laughing,^ 
said  George  Heriot,  rinng  up  and  leaving  the 
room^  <<  if  your  best  friend  lay  dying.^ 

^*  Bitter  that,  my  lord— ha  f  said  Sir  Mungo^ 
addressing  Nigel.  ^  Our  friend  is  not  a  gold* 
smith  for  nothing-«4ie  bath  no  leaden  wit>— but 
I  will  go  down  and  see  what  oomes  oaH.** 

Heriot,  as  he  descended  the  stairs,  met  his 
cash-keeper  ooroing  up,  with  some  concern  in  his 
face.  <<  Why,  how  now,  Boberts,*  said  the  goId« 
smith,  **  what  means  all  this,  man?^^ 

**  It  is  Knighton,  Master  Heiiot,  from  the 
court ;  Knighton,  the  Duke^s  man.  He  brought 
back  the  salver  you  carried  to  Whitehall,  flung 
it  into  the  entrance  as  if  it  had  been  an  old  pew* 
ter  platter,  and  bade  me  tdl  you  the  Kyig  would 
have  none  of  your  trumpery.^ 

^*  Ay  {—-indeed,^  said  Geoige  Heriot^-<<  none 
of  my  trumpeiy  1— 0)ma  hither  into  the  oompU 
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ing-rooBiyBoberts— SirMuQgo^^  he  added,  bow. 
ing  to  the  knig^  who  had  joined,  and  waspte- 
paring  to  Sallow  them,  ^^  I  pmy  your  fisigiTe. 
nesB  for  an  instant.^ 

In  virtue  of  tbia  prohibition,  Sir  Mungo,  who, 
ai  well  aa  the  rest  of  the  company,  had  overbeard 
uriiat  paflBed  betwixt  Geoige  Heriot  and  his  caib- 
keeper,8awbim8elf  eondemned  towaitin  theoutw 
buaineas-voom,  where  he  would  have  endeavour* 
ed  to  alake  faia  eager  curiositj  by  questioning 
Knighton ;  but  that  emisaaiy  of  greatness,  afiter 
having  added  to  the  uncivii  mgwagr  of  hb  mas- 
ter some  rudeness  of  his  own,  had  again  scam- 
pered westward,  with  his  satellites  at  his  heels. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  nmne  of  the  Duke  of 
'Buckingham,  the  omnipotent  favourite  both  of 
the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  had  struck 
some  anxiety  into  the  party  which  remained  in 
the  great  parlour.  He  was  more  feared  than  be- 
loved, and,  if  not  absolutely  of  a  tyrannical  dis- 
.position,  was  accounted  haughty,  violent,  and  vin- 
dictive. It  pressed  on  NigeTs  heart,  that  he  hinip- 
self,  though  he  could  not  conceive  how,  nor  why, 
might  be  the  original  cause  of  the  resentment  of 
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Um  Duke  aguDst  hit  braefactor.  The  others 
made  their  oomments  in  whispers,  until  the  sounds 
veached  Ramsay,  who  had  not  heard  a  word  of 
what  had  previously  passed,  but,  plunged  in  those 
studies  with  which  he  oomaected  every  other  in- 
adent  and  event,  took  up  only  the  catchword,  and 
replied,— *'  The  Duke«^the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham—-George  Villiers-^y-— I  have  spdce  with 
Lambe  about  him*** 

<^  Our  Lord  and  our  Lady !  Now  how  can  you 
say  so,  father?^  said  his  daughter,  who  had 
shrewdness  enough  to  see  that  her  father  was 
touching  upon  dangerous  ground. 

<*  Why,  ay,  child,^  answered  Ramsay  ;  <*  the 
stars  do  but  incline,  they  cannot  oompeL  But 
well  you  wot,  it  is  eonmionly  said  of  his  Graoe^ 
by  those  who  have  the  skill  to  cast  nativities, 
that  there  was  a  notable  conjunction  of  Mars  and 
Saturn** the  apparent  or  true  time  of  which,  re- 
ducing the  calculations  of  Eichstadius  made  for 
the  latitude  of  Oranienburgh  to  that  of  London, 
gives  seven  hours,  fifty-five  minutes,  and  forty- 
one 
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'^  Hold  your  peaee,  old  sootbMyer,^  nid  He* 
viol,  who  at  that  instaDt  entemd  the  room  with  a 
calm  and  steady  couatenanoe;  '*  your  cakula* 
tions  are  true  and  undeniable  when  they  regard 
Wafliand  wire,  and  meehanical  force;  but  future 
events  are  at  the  pleasure  of  Him  who  bears  the 
hearts  of  kings  in  his  hands." 

^  Ay,  bat,  George,*  answered  the  watchmaker, 
^  there  was  a  concurrence  of  signs  at  this  gentle- 
HUDi^s  Urth,  whieh  shewed  his  course  would  be  a 
strangeone.  Ijonghasitbeensaidofhira,he  was 
bom  at  the  very  meeting  of  night  and  day,  and 
undercroasing  and  contending  influences  that  may 
affect  both  us  and  him. 

FoU  moon  sad  high  tn. 
Great  man  ihslt  thou  be ; 
Red  dawningj  stormy  sky. 
Bloody  death  shalt  thou  die." 

**  It  is  not  good  to  speak  cf  such  things,^  said 
Heriot^'^espedaUy  of  the  great;  stone  walls  baye 
ears,  and  alnrd  of  the  air  shall  carry  the  matter.^ 

Several  of  the  guests  seemed  to  be  of  their 
host^s  c^nion.    The  two  merchants  took  brief 
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leave,  hb  if  under  oonsciouaness  that  aometliiiig 
was  wrong.  Mistress  Margaret,  lier  body-guard 
of  ^prentices  being  in  readiness,  pludLed  her  &* 
ther  by  the  sleeve,  and  rescuing  him  finxn  a 
brown  study,  (whether  referring  to  the  wheels  ^t 
Time,  or  to  that  of  Fortune,  is  uneertatn,)  wisb-» 
ed  good-night  to  her  friend  Mrs  Judith,  and 
received  her  god-jGither*8  blessing,  who,  at  the 
same  time,  put  upon  her  slender  fii^;er  a  ring  of 
much  taste  and  some  value ;  for  he  seldom  suf- 
fered her  to  leave  him  without  some  token  of  his 
affection.  Thus  honourably  dismissed,  and  ac- 
companied by  her  escort,  she  set  forth  on  her  r^ 
turn  to  Fleet  Street 

Sir  Mungo  had  bid  adieu  to  Master  Heriotas 
he  came  out  &om  the  back  oomptang-room,  but 
such  was  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  affairs 
of  his  friend,  that,  when  Master  George  went  up 
stairs,  he  could  not  help  walking  into  that  sanctum 
sanctorum,  to  see  how  Master  Roberts  was  em- 
ployed. The  knight  found  the  cash-keeper  busy 
in  making  extracts  from  those  huge  brasMlasped 
leathern-bound  manuscript  fdios,  which  are  the 
pride  and  trust  of  dealers,  and  the  dread  of  cus* 
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tomen  whose  year  of  giaoe  b  out.  The  good 
knight  leant  hia  elbowa  on  Ihe.deak,  and  laid  to 
the  f anctioiuHry,  m  a  oondoliiig  tone  of  Toioe,-* 
^  What  1  joa  ha:ve  loet  a  good  cualoBMr,  I  fear, 
Master  Boberts,  and  are  buated  in  BMking  out 
Us  fain  of  chaigea  r* 

Now  it  chanced  that  Roberts,  like  Sir  Mungo 
himsell^  was  a  little  deaf,  and,  like  Sir  Mungo, 
knew  also  how  to  make  the  most  of  it ;  so  that  he 
answered  at  czoss  purposes,—**  I  humbly  crave 
your  pardon.  Sir  Mungo,  for  not  having  sent  in 
your  bill  of  charge  sooner,  butmj  masta  bade  me 
not  disturb  you*  I  will  bring  the  items  together 
in  a  moment^  So  saying,  he  b^gan  to  turn 
over  the  leaves  of  his  book  of  fate,  murmuring, 
'^Bepairing  ane  alver  seaL— new  dasp  to  his 
duun  of  rfBco  ane  over-fplt  brooch  to  his  hat, 
being  a  Saint  Andrew^s  cross,  with  thistles— « 
oo}q>er  gilt  pair  of  spursy— this  to  Daniel  Driver, 
we  not  dealing  in  the  article.^ 

He  wcaild  have  proceeded ;  but  Sir  Mungo,  not 
prepared  to  endure  the  recital  of  the  catalogue 
at  hia  own  petty  debts,  and  sdll  less  willing  to 
satisfy  them  on  the  spot,  wished  the  book-keeper. 
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cttvalierly,  good-night,  and  left  the  houie  without 
further  ceremony.  The  clerk  looked  after  him 
with  a  civil  dty  sneer,  and  immediately  resumed 
the  more  serious  labours  which  Sir  Mungo^s  in- 
trusion had  interrupted. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Thixiff  needftil  we  hurt  thought  on  $  bnt  th«  ib&ng 
Of  all  most  needful—that  which  Scripture  termf. 
As  if  alone  it  merited  regaid. 
The  OMS  thing  needful  ■■that*!  yet  nnconrider*d. 

The  Chamberltlm. 

Whsk  the  rest  of  the  company  had  taken  Ibeir 
departarefrom  Master  Heriot^s  house,  the  young 
Lord  of  Glenvarloch  also  oflBered  to  take  leave ; 
but  his  host  detuned  hun  for  a  few  minuteSi  un- 
til all  were  gone  excepting  the  dergyman. 

*<  My  lord,^  then  said  the  worthy  citizen,  <*  we 
have  had  our  permitted  hour  of  honest  and  hos- 
ptable  pastime,  and  now  I  would  fain  delay  you 
for  another  and  graver  purpose,  as  it  is  our  cus- 
tom, when  we  have  the  benefit  of  good  Mr  Wind- 
sor's company,  that  he  reads  the  prayers'of  the 
church  for  the  evening  before  we  separate.  Your 
excellent  iather,  my  lord,  would  not  have  depart- 
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ed  before  family  worship— I  hope  the  same  from 
your  lordship.^ 

*«  With  pleasure,  sir,**  answered  Nigel ;  "  and 
you  add  in  the  invitation  an  additional  obligation 
to  those  with  which  you  have  loaded  me.  When 
young  men  forget  what  is  thor  duty,  they  owe 
deep  thanks  to  the  friend  who  will  remind  them 
of  it.'' 

While  they  talked  together  in  this  manner,  the 
serving-men  had  removed  the  folding-tables, 
brought  forward  a  portable  reading-desk,  and 
placed  chairs  and  hassocks  for  tfadr  master,  ihm 
mistress,  and  the  noble  stranger.  Another  low 
chair,  or  rather  a  sort  of  stool,  was  placed  dose 
beside  that  of  Master  Heriot;  and  though  the  cir- 
cumstanoe  was  trivial,  Nigel  was  induced  to  no. 
tice  it,  because,  when  about  to  occupy  that  seat, 
he  was  prevented  by  a  sign  from  the  old  gentle- 
man, and  motioned  to  another  of  somewhat  more 
elevation.  The  clergyman  took  his  station  behind 
the  reading-desk.  The  domestics,  a  numerous 
family  both  of  clerks  and  servants,  including  Mo- 
niplies,  attended  with  great  gravity,  and  were 
commodated  with  benches. 
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The  hoQBehold  were  all  Beated,  and,  externally 
at  least,  compofled  to  devout  attention,  when  a  low 
knock  was  beard  at  the  door  of  the  apartment ; 
Mrs  Judith  looked  anxiouBly  at  her  brother,  as  if 
dealing  to  know  his  pleasure.  He  nodded  his  head 
gravely,  and  looked  to  the  door.  Mrs  Judith  im- 
mediately crossed  the  chamber,  opened  the  door, 
and  led  into  the  apartment  a  beautiful  creature, 
whose  sudden  and  singular  appearance  might  have 
made  her  almost  pass  foe  an  apparitum.  She  was 
deadly  pale— there  was  not  the  least  shade  of  vital 
led  to  enliven  features,  wluch  were  exquintely 
formed,  and  mi^t,  but  for  that  drcumstance, 
have  been  termed  transoendently  beautiful.  Her 
long  black  hmr  fell  down  over  her  shoulders  and 
down  her  back,  combed  smoothly  and  regularly, 
but  without  the  least  appearance  of  decoration  or 
ornament,  which  looked  very  singular  at  a  period 
iHien  head-gear,  as  it  was  called,  of  one  sort  or 
other,  was  generally  used  by  all  ranks.  Her  dress 
was  of  pure  white,  of  the  simplest  fashion,  and  hi- 
ding all  her  person  excepting  the  throat,  face,  and 
hands.  Her  form  was  rather  beneath  than  above 
the  middle  size,  but  so  justly  proportioned  and 
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elegantly  made,  that  the  spectator's  attention  was 
enurely  withdrawn  from  her  size*  In  contradic- 
tion of  the  extreme  phunness  of  all  the  rest  of  ber 
attire,  she  wore  a  neckUice  which  a  duchess  might 
have  envied,  so  large  and  lustrous  were  the  briU 
liants  of  which  it  was  composed ;  and  around 
her  waist  a  asone  of  rubies  of  scarce  inferior  va« 
lue. 

When  this  singular  figure  entered  the  apart- 
ment, she  cast  her  eyes  on  Nigel,  and  paused,  as 
if  uncertain  Whether  to  advance  or  retreat.  The 
glance  which  she  took  of  him  seemed  to  be  one  ra- 
ther of  uncertainty  and  hesitation^  than  of  bash- 
fulness  or  timidity.  Aunt  Judith  took  her  by  the 
hand,  and  led  her  slowly  forward-— her  dark  eyes, 
however,  continued  to  be  fixed  on  Nigel,  with  an 
expression  of  melancholy  by  which  he  felt  strange- 
ly affected.  Even  when  she  was  seated  on  the 
vacant  stool,  which  was  placed  there  probably  for 
her  accommodation,  she  again  looked  on  him  more 
than  once  with  the  same  pensive^  lingering,  and 
anxious  expression,  but  without  either  shyness  or 
embarrassment,  not  even  so  much  as  to  call  tha 

sliglitest  degree  of  complexion  into  her  cheek. 

11 
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So  soon  as  this  angular  female  had  taken  up 
the  prayer-book,  which  was  laid  upon  her  cushion^ 
Ae  seemed  immersed  in  devotional  duty ;  and  al* 
thoughNigePs  attenticm  to  the  service  was  so  much 
disturbed  by  this  extraordinary  apparition,  that 
he  looked  towards  her  repeatedly  in  the  course  of 
the  service,  he  could  never  observe  that  her  eyes 
or  her  thoughts  strayed  so  much  as  a  nngle  mo^ 
ment  from  the  task  in  which  she  was  engaged, 
Nigel  himself  was  less  attentive,  for  the  appear , 
ance  of  this  lady  seemed  so  extraordinary,  that, 
strictly  as  he  had  been  bred  up  by  his  fatiier  to 
pay  the  most  reverential  attention  during  per- 
formance of  divine  service^  his  thoughts  in  spite 
of  himself  were  disturbed  by  her  presence,  and  he 
earnestly  wished  the  prayers  were  ended,  that  his 
curiosity  might  obtain  some  gratification.  When 
the  service  was  concluded,  and  each  had  remained^ 
according  to  the  decent  and  edifying  practice  of 
the  churchy  concentrated  in  mental  devotion  for 
a  short  space,  the  mysterious  vimtant  arose  era 
any  other  person  stirred ;  and  Nigel  remarked 
that  none  of  the  domestics  left  their  places,  or 
even  moved,  until  she  had  first  kneeled  on  one 

VOL.  I.  M 
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knee  to  Heriot,  who  seemed  to  bless  her  with  his 
hand  Uiid  on  her  head,  and  a  melancholy  solem- 
nity of  look  and  action.  She  then  bended  her 
body,  but  without  kneeling,  to  Mrs  Judith,  and 
having  peiformed  these  two  acts  of  revereiee^  she 
left  the  room  ;  yet  just  in  the  act  of  her  depar- 
ture, she  once  more  turned  her  penetrating  eyes 
on  Nigel  with  a  fixed  look,  which  compelled  him 
to  turn  his  own  aside.  When  he  looked  towards 
her  again,  he  saw  only  the  skirt  of  her  white  man« 
tie  as  she  left  the  apartment. 

The  domestics  then  rose  and  dispersed  them- 
selves-—wine,  and  fruit,  and  spices,  were  offered 
to  Lord  Nigel  and  to  the  clergyman,  and  the  lat* 
ter  took  his  leave.  The  young  lord  would  fidn 
have  accompanied  him,  in  hope  to  get  some  ex- 
planation of  the  apparition  which  he  had  beheld, 
but  he  was  stopped  by  his  host,  who  requested 
to  speak  with  him  in  his  compting*room. 

'*  I  hope,  my  lord,^  said  the  dtizen,  ^  that 
your  preparations  for  attending  court  are  in  such 
fwwardnesB  that  you  can  go  thither  the  day  after 
to-morrdw.  It  is  perhaps  the  last  day,  for  some 
time,  that  his  Majesty  will  hold  open  court  for 
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all  who  have  |«reCen8iou8  by  birth,  rank,  or  office, 
to  attend  upon  hun.  On  the  subsequent  day  he 
goes  to  TheobaldX  where  he  is  so  much  occu* 
fued  wkh  hunting  and  other  pleasures,  that  he 
cares  not  to  be  intruded  on.^ 

^*  I  shall  be  in  all  outward  readiness  to  pay 
my  dttty^**  said  the  young  noUeman,  *^  yet  I  have 
litde  heart  to  do  it  The  friends  from  whom  I 
oa|^t  to  have  found  eneomragement  and  protee- 
IMH,  have  proved  cold  and  lalae— •!  oeitiunly  will 
not  trouble  ihem  fbr  their  countenance  on  this 
occnittani  «nd  yet  I  muat  confess  my  childish 
unwiDii^gncfls  to  enter  quite  alone  upon  so  new  a 


^  It  is  bold  of  a  meehanb  like  me  to  make  such 
an  oikr  to  a  noUman,^  said  Heriot ;  **  but  I  must 
attend  at  court  Uvmonow.*-^  can  accompany 
you  as  far  as  the  presence-chamber,  frommypii- 
vil^ge  as  being  of  the  household.  I  can  ftcilitate 
your  entnmce>  should  you  find  difficulty,  and  I 
can  pcunt  out  the  proper  manner  and  time  of  ap- 
proaching the  King.  But  I  do  not  know,^  he 
added,  smiling,  '^  whether  these  little  advantages 
will  not  be  overbalanced  by  the  incongruity  of  a 
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noUeman  reoeiving  them  from  the  hand  of  an  old 
smith.^ 

**  From  the  hands  rather  of  the  only  friend  I 
have  found  in  London^'^  said  Nigel^  offering  his 
hand. 

**  Nay,  if  you  think  of  the  matter  in  that  vay»^ 
replied  the  hcmest  citizen^  '^  there  is  no  more  to 
be  said— I  will  oome  for  you  to-morrow,  with  a 
barge  proper  to  the  ooca8ion.p->But  remember, 
my  good  young  lord,  that  I  do  not,  like  some 
men  of  my  degree,  wish  to  take  opportunity  to 
step  beyond  it,  and  aesodate  with  my  superiors 
in  rank,  and  therefore  do  not  fear  to  mortify  my 
presumption,  by  suffering  me  to  keep  my  distance 
in  the  presence,  and  where  it  is  fitting  for  both  of 
us  to  separate ;  and  for  what  remains,  most  truly 
happy  will  I  be  in  proving  of  service  to  the  soa 
of  my  ancient  patron.^ 

The  style  of  conversation  led  so  far  from  the 
point  which  had  interested  the  young  nobleman^ 
curiosity,  that  thero  was  no  returning  to  it  that 
night  He  therefore  exchanged  thanks  and  greet- 
ing with  iGleorge  Heriot,  and  took  his  leave,  pro- 
mising to  :be  qquipped  and  in  readiness  to  em- 
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bark  with  liim  on  the  aeooiid  suocessiTe  mormng 
at  ten  o^dock. 

The  generation  of  link-boysy  cdebrated  by 
Count  Anthony  Hamilton,  as  pecidiar  to  London, 
had  ahready,  in  the  ragn  of  James  I.  bc^n  their 
functions,  and  the  service  of  one  of  them^,  with  his 
smoky  torch,  had  been  secured  to  light  the  young 
Scottish  lord  and  his  follower  to  their  own  lod- 
pngs,  which,  though  better  acquainted  than  for- 
meaAj  witb  the  dty,  they  might  in  the  diu!»k  have 
run*  some  danger  of  missing.  This  gsve  the  in- 
genioua  Mr  Moniplies  an  opportunity  of  gather- 
mg  doae  up  to  his  master,  after  he  had  gone 
through  the  form  of  slipping  his  left  arm  into  the 
handles  of  his  buckler,  and  loosening  his  broad- 
sword in  the  sheath  that  he  might  be  ready  for 
whatever  should  befall. 

^  If  it  were  not  for  the  wine  and  the  good 
cheer  which,  we  have  had  in  yonder  old  mane's 
house,  my  lord^^  said  this  sapient  follower,  <<  and 
that  I  ken  him  by  report  to  be  a  just  living  man 
in  many  respects,  and  a  real  Edinburgh  gutter- 
blood,  I  should  have  been  well  pleased  to  have 
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•een  how  his  feet  were  shaped^  and  whether  Aie 
had  not  a  cloven  cloot  under  the  the  braw  roaes 
and  oordovan  shoon  of  his.^ 

**  Wby>  you  rascal,"^  answered  Nigel,  *<  you 
faaye  been  too  kindly  treated*  and  now  tliat  you 
have  filled  your  ravenous  stxunach,  you  ar^  miU 
ing  on  the  good  gentfeman  thai  relieved  you."^ 

*^  Under  favour,  no»  my  lord,^  said  Moni>- 
plies,— -^*  I  would  only  like  to  see  somethtng  minr 
about  him.  I  have  eat  his  meat,  it  is  true*— more 
shame  that  the  like  of  him  should  have  meat  to 
^ve,  when  your  lordsh^  and  me  coidd  aearoe 
have  gotten,  on  our  own  account,  brose  and  a 
bear  bannock—I  have  drank  his  wine  toa^ 

*<  I  see  you  have,"*  replied  his  master,  '*  a  great 
deal  mure  than  yon  should  have  done.*^ 

^<  Under  your  patience,  my  lord,^  said  Ifotoi^ 
plies»  **  you  are  pleased  to  say  that,  be<aause  I 
crushed  a  quart  with  that  jolly  boy  Jenktn,  as 
they  cjdl  the  prentice  boy,  and  that  was  out  of 
mere  acknowledgment  to  his  former  kindness  ■■■ 
I  own  that  I,  moreover,  sung  the  good  old  song 
of  Elsie  Mariey,  so  as  they  never  heard  it  ciMuint- 
ed  in  their  lives—-'' 
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And  withal  (as  John  Btmyan  fays,)  as  they 
went  on  their  way,  he  sung — 

'^  O,  do  ye  lien  Ekie  Msrley^  honey^-> 
The  wife  that  aeUs  the  bBrky,  honey? 
For  Elsie  Marley's  grown  sae  fine^ 
Shewinna  get  up  to  feed  the  swine.— 
O,  do  ye  fcea  — 


Here  in  mid  career  was  the  songster  interrupted 
by  the  stem  gripe  of  his  master,  who  threatened 
to  battoD  him  to  death  if  he  brought  the  ci^- 
watdi  ttpoD  them  by  his  ill-timed  melody, 

^  I  eraTe  pardon,  my  lord— I  humUy  crare 
pardon'— only  vfiten  I  tlrink  of  that  Jen  Win,  aa 
they  eaH  him,  I  can  hardly  help  buauning^-^  O 
do  ye  kciu^— But  I  crave  your  honour's  pard<m, 
and  will  be  toteUy  dumb,  if  you  eommaad  me 
sol" 

<<No,«mhrsaid  Nigel,  "^  talk  on,  fori  wdl 
know  you  would  say  and  suffer  more  under  pre- 
tenca  of  holding  your  peace^  than  when  you  get 
an  unbridDed  licence.  How  is  it,  then  ?  What 
have  ymi  to  say  against  Master  Heriot  i^ 

It  seems  more  than  probable,  that  in  permit-^ 
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ting  this  licence,  the  young  lord  hoped  his  attend- 
ant would  stumble  upon  the  subject  of  the  young 
lady  who  had  appeared  at  prayers  in  a  manner 
so  mysterious^  But  whether  this  was  the  case, 
or  whether  he  merely  desired  that  Moniplies 
should  utter,  in  a  subdued  and  under  tone  of 
vcnce,  those  spirits  which  might  otherwise  have 
vented  themselyes  in  obstreperous  song,  it  is  cer* 
tun  he  permitted  his  attendant  to  proceed  with 
his  story  in  his  own  way. 

'<  And  therefore,^  said  the  orator,  availing  him- 
self of  his  immunity,  <<  I  would  like  to  ken  what 
for  a  carle  this  Master  Heriot  is.  He  hath  sup- 
plied your  lordship  with  wealth  of  gold,  as  I  can 
understand ;  and  if  he  has,  I  make  it  for  certain 
he  hath  had  his  ain  end  in  it,  according  to  the  fa- 
shion of  the  world.  Now  had  your  lordship  your 
own  good  lands  at  your  guiding,  doubtless  this 
person,  with  most  of  his  craft— goldsmiths  they 
call  themselves — I  say  usurer^-wald  be  glad  to 
exchange  so  many  pounds  of  African  dust,  hy 
whilk  I  understand  gold,  against  so  many  fair 
acres  and  hundreds  of  acres  of  broad  Scottish 
land."* 
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<c 


But  you  know  I  have  no  land,^  said  th& 
young  lord,  *^  at  least  none  that  can  be  affected 
by  any  debt  which  I  can  at  present  become  obli- 
ged  ft>r— >I  think  you  need  not  have  reminded  me 
of  that'' 

<^  True,  my  lord,  moat  true;  and  as  your  lord- 
ship says,  open  to  the  meanest  capacity,  without 
any  unnecessary  expotntions*  Now  therefore,  my 
kxd^  unless  Master  Gieorge  HerioC  has  something 
mair  to  allege  as  a  motive  for  his  liberality,  vera 
different  from  thepossessionof  your  estate— «nd 
moreover,  as  he  could  gain  little  by  the  capture 
of  your  body,  wherefore  should  it  not  be  your 
soul  that  he  is  in  pursuit  of  ?^ 

^  My  soul,  you  rascal  i^  said  the  young  lard; 
"  What  good  should  my  soul  do  himr 

^*  What  do  I  ken  about  that  ?^  said  Moniplies ; 
^  they  go  about  roaring  and  seeking  whom  they 
may  devour— doubdess,  they  like  the  food  that 
they  rage  so  much  about — and,  my  lord,  they 
say,^  added  Moniplies,  drawing  up  stUl  closer  to 
his  master^s  side,  **  they  say  that  Master  Heriot 
has  one  spirit  in  his  house  already.*" 

*<  How,  or  what  do  you  mean  ?^  said  Nigel ; 
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<*  I  will  break  your  head,  you  drunken  knave,  if 
you  palter  with  me  any  longer.*** 

<«  Drunken  ?**  aaawered  his  trusty  adherent, 
'*  and  is  this  the  story  ?— why,  how  cotrid  I  but 
drink  your  lordship^s  health  on  my  bare  knees, 
when  Master  Jenkin  began  k  to  me  P-i-bangthem 
diat  would  not^^I  wouM  have  cut  the  inpndenl 
knaye^  hams  with  my  broad-^word,  that  should 
Qwke  scruple  of  it,  and  ao  have  made  bim  kneel 
when  he  should  have  found  it  difficult  to  rise 
again.  But  touching  the  spirit,^  he  proceeded, 
in&ag  that  his  master  made  no  answer  to  his 
Takxroas  tirade,  ^  your  kirdship  has  seen  her 
with  your  own  eyes.^ 

**  I  aaw  np  spirit,^  said  Glenvarloeb,  but  yet 
breathing  tknek  as  one  who  expects  some  singular 
diBcleswre,  <*  what  mean  you  by  a  spirit  F^ 

^  You  saw  a  young  lady  come  into  prsj^ers, 
that  spoke  not  a  word  to  any  one,  only  mode 
becks  and  bows  to  the  old  gentleman  and  lady  of 
the  bouse— *kflp  ye  wba  she  is  ?^ 

**  No  indeed,"^  answered  Nigel ;  <^  some  lehtioii 
of  the  family,  I  suppose.^ 

"  Dell  a  bit — dell  a  bit,"  answered  MonipBes, 
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lumUly,  ^*  not  a  Uodd-drop's  kin  to  diem,  if  Ae 
had  a  drop  of  blood  in  her  body*«I  tell  yon  but 
what  all  human  beiogs  allege  to  be  truth,  that 
direll  witfain  hue  and  cry  of  Lombard-atreet»«> 
that  lady,  or  quean,  or  whatever  you  chuae  to  call 
her,  hms  been  dead  in  the  body  these  many  a  year, 
though  she  haunts  them,  as  we  have  seen,  even 
at  their  very  devotions.^ 

^^  You  will  allow  her  to  be  a  good  spirit  at 
least,**  9md  Nigd  OH&unt,  **  since  she  chuses 
such  a  time  to  vint  her  friends.** 

^  For  that  I  ken  nae,  my  lord,*  answered  the 
superstitious  foHower;  **  I  ken  no  spirit  that, 
would  have  faced  the  right  down  hammer  blow 
of  Mess  John  Knox,  whom  my  father  stood  by 
in  his  wry  warst  days^  bating  when  die  court 
was  against  him,  whidi  my  &ther  supplied  with 
butcher-meat  But  ytm  dBvine  has  another  «rt 
from  powerfiil  Master  RoHoek,  and  Mess  David 
BUmA,  of  Noith  Leith,  aad  sk  Iik».--Alack4^ 
day !  wha  can  ken,  if  it  please  yuw  lordship, 
whether  «c  prayers  as  the  Sovliiron  read  out  of 
thor  auld  blethering  Uack  mess-book  there,  may 
not  be  as  powerful  to  invite  fiends,  as  a  r^ht 
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red-bet  prayer  warm  frae  the  heart,  may  be 
powerful  to  drive  tbem  away,  e^eit  as.  the  Evil 
SfMrit  was  driven  by  the  smell  of  the  fishes  liver 
from  the  bridal-chamber  of  Sara,  the  daughter 
of  Raguel  ?  As  to  whilk  story,  nevertheless,  I 
make  senile  to  say  whether  it  be  truth  or  not, 
better  men  than  I  am  having  doubted  on  that 
matter."^ 

<<  Well,,  well,  well,^  said  his  mastor,  impa- 
tiently, ^'  we  are  now  near  home,  and  I  have  per- 
mitted you  to  speak  of  this  matter  for  once,  that 
we  may  have  an  end  of  your  prying  folly,  and 
your  ideotical  superstitions,  for  ever.  For  whom 
do  you,  or  your  absurd  authors  or  infonners, 
take  this  lady  ?^ 

'*  I  can  say  naething  preoeesely  as  to  that,^ 
answered  Moniplies;  <*  certain  it  is  her  body 
died  and  was  laid  in  the  grave  many  aday  anoe, 
notwithstanding  she  sdll  wanders  on  earth,  and 
chiefly  amongst  Master  Heriot's  ^Eimily,  though 
she  hath  been  seen  in  other  places  by  them  that 
well  knew  her.  But  who  she  is,  I  will  not  warrant 
to  say,  or  how  she  becomes  attached,  like  a 
Highland  Brownie,  to  some  peculiar  family. 
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Tbej  say  she  has  a  row  of  apartments  of  her 
own,  anteroom,  parlour,  and  bed-room;  but 
de^il  a  bed  she  sleeps  in  but  her  own  coffin,  and 
the  walls,  doors,  and  windows  are  so  chinked 
up^  as  to  prevent  the  least  blink  of  daylight  from 
entering ;  and  then  she  dwells  by  torch-ligfat>— >"** 

'<  To  what  purpose,  if  she  be  a  spirit?^  said 
Nigel  Olifaunt. 

<*  How  can  I  tell  your  lordship  P^  answared 
his  attendant  "  I  thank  Grod,  I  know  nothing 
of  her  likings,  or  misliking»— only  her  coffin  is 
there ;  and  IJeave  your  lordship  to  guess  what 
a  live  person  has  to  do  with  a  coffin.  As  little 
as  a  ghost  with  a  lantern,  I  trow.^ 

'*  What  reason,^  repeated  Nigd,  <<  can  a  crea- 
ture so  young  and  so  beautiful,  have  already  ha- 
bitually to  contemplate  her  bed  of  last  long  rest  ?^ 

*^  In  troth,  I  kenna,  my  lord,"  answered  Mo- 
niplies ;  <*  but  there  is  the  coffin,  as  they  told  me 
who  have  seen  it :  It  is  made  of  heben*wood, 
with  nlver  nails,  and  lined  all  through  with 
three-piled  damask,  might  serve  a  princess  to  rest 


in." 


**  Singular,"  said  Nigel,  whose  brain,  like  that 
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of  mofit  active  young  spirits,  was  easily  caught 
by  the  liiigukur  and  the  romantic ;  **  dkies  she 
not  eat  with  the  iamily  ?^ 

^*  Who !— -4he  !"-^exckumed  Moniplies,  as  if 
surprised  at  the  questiixi ;  ^*  they  would  need  a 
lang  spoon  would  sop  with  her,  I  trow.  Always 
there  is  something  put  for  her  into  the  Tower,  as 
they  call  it,  whilk  is  a  whigmaleery  of  a  whirling- 
box,  that  turns  round  half  on  the  tae  side  o^  the 
waV  half  on  the  fother.** 

^  I  have  seen  the  contrivance  in  fiireign  nun- 
neries^^ said  the  Lord  of  Glenvarloch.  <<  And 
ia  it  thus  she  receives  her  food  ?^ 

'<  They  tell  me  something  is  put  in  ilka  day» 
for  fiiahion^  sake,^  replied  the  attendant ;  **  but 
it*8  no  to  be  supposed  she  would  consume  it,  ony 
mair  than  the  images  of  Baal  and  the  Dragon 
consumed  the  dainty  vivers  that  were  placed  be- 
fore them.  There  are  stout  yeomen  and  diam- 
ber-queans  in  the  house,  enow  to  play  the  part 
of  Lick  it  up  a\  as  well  as  the  threescore  and 
ten  priests  of  Bel,  besides  their  wives  and  child- 


ren.'' 


^*  And  she  is  never  seen  in  the  family  but 
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when  the  hour  of  prayer  arrives  7^  said  the  mas- 
ter. 

<*  Neyer^  that  I  hear  of/^  replied  the  servant. 

<^  It  is  angular,^  said  Nigel  OUfaunty  muang. 
*<  Were  it  not  for  the  ornaments  which  she 
wears,  and  still  more  for  her  attendance  upon  the 
service  of  the  Protestant  Church,  I  would  know 
what  to  think,  and  should  believe  her  either  a 
Catholic  votaress,  who,  for  some  cogent  reason, 
was  allowed  to  make  her  cell  here  in  London,  or 
some  unhappy  Popish  devotee  who  was  in  the 
course  of  undergoing  a  dreadful  penance.  As  it 
is,  I  know  not  what  to  deem  of  it^ 

His  reverie  was  interrupted  by  the  Imk-boy 
knocking  at  the  door  of  honest  John  Christie, 
whose  wife  came  forth  with  *'  quips,  and  becks, 
and  wreathed  smiles,^  to  welcome  her  honoured 
guest  on  his  return  to  his  aportm^t. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

Ay !  mark  the  matron  well— and  Isogh  not,  Hany, 
At  her  old  ■teq>le  hat  and  velTCt  guard— 
I're  call*d  her  like  the  ear  of  Dionynus ; 
I  mean  that  ear-form*d  yault  built  o'er  fail  doiigMDy 
To  catch  the  groans  and  ditoontentad  murmttn 
Of  his  poor  bond<men.^ETen  to  doth  Martha 
Drink  up.for  her  own  purpoae  all  that  paiiBi> 
Or  ia  supposed  to  jiou  in  this  wide  city- 
She  can  retail  it  too,  if  that  her  profit 
Shall  call  on  her  to  do  80 ;  and  retail  it  too 
For  your  advantage,  io  that  you  can  make 
Your  ptofit  jump  with  faen» 

The  Compiraey, 

We  must  now  introduce  to  the  reader^s  ac- 
quaintance another,  character,  busy  and  impor- 
tant far  beyond  her  ostensible  ^tuation  in  so- 
ciety, in  a  word,  Dame  Ursula  Suddlechop,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Suddlechop,  the  most  renown- 
ed  barber  in  all  Fleet-street  This  dame  had 
her  oMm  particular  merits,  the  principal  part  of 
which  was  (if  her  own  report  could  be  trusted,) 
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an  infimte  desire  to  be  of  senrice  to  her  fellow. 
crealufes.  Leftring  to  her  thin  half-stanred  part- 
ner the  boast  of  having  the  most  dexterous  snap 
with  his  fingers  of  any  shaver  in  London,  and 
the  care  of  a  shop  where  starved  apprentices  flay- 
ed the  faces  of  those  who  were  boobies  enough 
to  trust  them,  the  dame  drove  a  separate  and 
more  lucrative  trade,  which  yet  had  so  many  odd 
turns  and  windings,  that  it  seemed  in  many  re- 
spects to  eontradict  itself. 

Its  hi^iest  and  most  important  duties  were  of 
a  vefy  secret  and  eonfidentiai  nature,  and  Dame 
Ursula  Suddlechop  was  never  known  to  betray 
any  transaction  intrusted  to  her,  unless  she  had 
either  been  indjffi?rent]y  paid  for  her  service,  or 
that  some  one  found  it  convenient  to  give  her  a 
double  douceur  to  make  her  disgorge  the  secret ; 
and  these  contingencies  happened  in  so  few  cases, 
that  her  character  for  trustiness  remained  as  un- 
impeadbed  as  that  for  honesty  and  benevolence. 

In  factf  she  was  a  most  admirable  matron,  ud 
could  be  osefid  to  Ae  impassioned  and  the  frail 
an  the  rise,  psogress,  and  oonsequenoes  of 

voi-  I.  » 
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padsion«  She  could  contriye  an  interview  for  lo- 
vers who  could  shew  proper  reasons  for  meeting 
privately ;  she  could  relieve  the  f  ndl  fair  one  of  the 
burthen  of  a  guilty  pasaon,  and  perhaps  establish 
■the  hopeful  ofi&pring  of  unlicensed  love  as  the 
heir  of  some  fiamily  whose  love  was  lawful,  but 
where  an  hdr  had  not  followed  the  union.  More 
than  this  she  could  do,  and  had  been  concerned 
in  deeper  and  dearer  secrets :  She  had  been  a  pu- 
pil of  Mrs  Turner,  and  leamedfrom  her  the  secret 
of  making  the  yellow  starch,  and,  it  may  be,  two 
or  three  other  secrets  of  more  consequence,  though 
periiaps  none  that  went  to  the  criminal  extent  of 
those  whereof  her  mistress  was  accused.  But  all 
that  was  deep  and  dark  in  her  real  character,  was 
covered  by  the  shew  of  outward  mirth  and  good- 
humour,  the  hearty  laugh  and  buxom  jest  with 
which  the  dame  knew  well  how  to  conciliate  the 
elder  part  of  her  ndghbours,  and  the  many  petty 
arts  by  which  she  could  recommend  herself  to  the 
younger,  those  especially  of  her  own  sex. 

Dame  Ursula  was,  in  f^ppearance,  scarce  past 
forty,  and  her  full,  but  not  overgrown  form,  and 
still  comely  features,  although  her  person  was 
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plumped  out,  and  ber  fiiee  somewhat  coloured  bj 
good  cheer,  had  a  joyous  expresnon  of  gaiety  and 
good  humour,  which  set  off  theremailis  of  beau- 
ty  in  the  wane.  Marriages,  Inrlhs,  and  diristen- 
ings,  were  seldom  thoi^ht  to  be  performed  with 
suffident  ceremony,  fcxr  a  considerable  distance 
round  her  abode,  unless  Dame  Ursley,  as  they 
called  her,  was  present  She  could  contriye  all 
sorts  of  pastimes,  games,  and  jests,  which  might 
amuse  the  large  companies  whom  the  hospitality 
of  i^ur  ancestors  assembled  together  on  such  ooca- 
nons,  so  that  her  presetice  was  literally  considered 
as  indispoisable  m  the  family  of  all  citizens  of  or* 
dinary  rank,  on  such  joyous  occasions.  So  much 
also  was  she  supposed  to  know  of  life  and  its  laby« 
rintha,  that  she  was  the  willing  confidant  of  half 
the  loving  couples  in  the  vicinity,  most  of  whom 
used  tocommunieate  thor  secrets,  and  receive  thar 
counsel  from  Dame  Ursley.  The  rich  rewarded 
her  services  with  rings,  owches,  or  gcdd  jneces, 
which  she  liked  still  better ;  and  she  very  gene- 
rcNisly  gave  her  assistance  to  the  poor  on  the 
same  mixed  prindples  as  young  practiUoners  in 
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medicine  assist  them,  partly  from  oompafinon,  and 
partly  to  keep  her  hand  in  use. 

Dame  Ursley^  reputation  in  the  city  was  Che 

greater  that  her  practice  had  extended  beyond 

Temple^Bar,  and  that  she  had  acquaintances, 

nay,  patrons  and  patronesses,  among  the  quality, 

whose  rank,  as  their  members  were  much  fewer, 

and  the  prospect  of  approaching  the  courtly  sphere 

much  more  difficult,  bore  a  degree  of  consequence 

unknown  to  the  present  di^,  when  the  toe  of  the 

citizen  presses  so  close  on  the  courtier'^s  heel. 

Dame  Ursley  maintained  her  intercourse  with  thb 

superior  rank  of  customers,  partly  by  driving  a 

small  trade  in  perfames,   emences,  pomades, 

head-geafft  fW»i  France,  dishes  or  omaments 

from  China,  then  already  beginning  to  become 

fiuhionable ;  not  to  mention  drugs  of  rarious 

descriptions,  chiefly  for  the  uae  of  the  ladies,  and 

partly  by  other  services,  more  or  less  connected 

wHh  the  esoteric  branches  of  her  profession  here- 

tefons  elfaided  to. 

Posseteing  such  and  so  many  various  modes  of 
thriting,  Dame  Ursley  "mm  neverilieless  so  pofx*. 
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that  fthe  miglit  probably  have  mended  her  own 
etrtumslancea,  aa  well  a8  her  huiband^s,  if  she  had 
renounced  them  all,  and  set  herself  quietly  down 
to  the  care  of  her  own  household,  and  to  assist 
Benjamin  in  the  coocems  of  his  trade.  But  Ur.. 
sula  was  luxurious  and  genial  in  her  habits,  and 
oonld  no  more  have  endured  the  stinted  economy 
of  Benjamin^s  board,  than  she  oould  have  recon-< 
ciled  herself  to  the  bald  chat  bf  his  convers^^ 
tion. 

It  was  on  the  eremng  of  the  day  on  which 
Lord  Nigel  Olifaunt  dined  with  the  wealthy  gold- 
smith, that  we  must  introduce  Ursula  Suddlechop 
upon  the  stage.  She  had  that  morning  made  a 
long  tour  to  Westratnstec,  was  fatigued,  and  had 
assumed  a  certain  large  elbow-^air,  rendered 
smooth  by  frequent  use,  placed  on  one  side  of  her 
chimney,  in  which  there  was  lit  a  small  but  bright 
fire.  Here  she  observed,  betwixt  sleejnng  and 
waking,  the  simmering  of  a  pot  of  well-spiced  ale, 
on  the  brown  surface  of  whidi  bobbed  a  small 
crab-apple,  sufficiently  roasted,  while  a  little  mu- 
latto gtri  watched,  still  more  attentively,  the  pro- 
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cess  of  dressing  a  veal  sweet-bread,  in  a  fthrer 
stew-pan  which  occujned  the  other  side  of  the 
chimney.  With  these  viands,  doubtless,  Dame 
Ursula  proposed  concluding  the  weU-spent  day, 
o(  which  she  reckoned  the  labour  over,  and  the 
rest  at  her  own  command.  She  was  deerived, 
however ;  for  just  as  the  ale,  or,  to  speak  techni^ 
callj,  the  lambVwool,  was  fitted  for  drinkingv 
and  the  little  dingy  maiden  intimated  that  the 
sweet-bread  was  ready  to  be  eaten,  the  thin  crack- 
ed voice  of  Benjamin  was  heard  from  the  bottom 
of  Uie  stairs. 

**  Why,  Dame  Ursley— why,  wife,  I  say- 
why,  dame-^why,  love,  you  are  wanted  more 
than  a  strop  for  a  blunt  razor — ^why ,  dame  t        ^ 

^'  I  would  some  one  would  draw  the  razor 
across  thy  wind-pipe,  thou  bawling  ass,**^  said  the 
dame  to  herself,  in  the  first  moment  of  irritation, 
against  her  clamorous  helpmate ;  and  then  caUed 
aloud, — ^^  Why,  what  is  the  matter,  Ma3teff 
Suddlechop  ?  I  am  just  gmng  to  slip  into  bed  ; 
I  have  been  daggled  to  and  fro  the  whole  day.^ 

f*  ^ay,  sweetheart,  it  is  not  me,^  said  th^ 

14 
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pfttient  BenjanuD,  **  but  the  Scotch  laundry* 
maid  from  ndghbour  Ramsay^  who  must  speak 
with  you  incontinent^ 

At  the  word,  sweetheart.  Dame  Ursley  cast  a 
wistful  look  at  the  mess  which  was  stewed  to  a 
second  in  the  stew-pan,  and  then  replied,  with  a 
ngb<— "  Bid  Scotch  Jenny  come  up,  Master  Sud- 
dlechop.  I  will  be  very  happy  to  hear  what  she 
has  to  say  ;*"  then  added  in  a  lower  tone,  ^*  and  I 
hope  she  will  go  to  the  devil  in  the  flame  of  a  tar. 
barrel,  like  many  a  Scotch  witch  before  her«^^ 

The  Scotch  laundress  entered  accordingly,  and 
haTing  heard  nothing  of  the  last  kind  wish  of  Dame 
Suddfechop,  made  her  reverence  with  con^dera« 
ble  respect,  and  said,  her  young  mistress  was  re* 
turned  home  unwell,  and  wished  to  see  her  neigh* 
hour.  Dame  Ursley,  directly.  ^*  And  why  will  it 
not  do  to-morrow,  Jenny,  my  good  woman  ?^  said 
Dame  Ursley;  *^  for  I  have  been  as  far  as  White* 
hall  to-day  already,  and  I  am  well  nigh  worn  off 
my  feet,  my  good  woman«^ 

''  Aweel  !^  answered  Jenny,  with  great  com* 
posure,  *'  and  if  that  sae  be  sae,  I  maun  take  the 
langer  tramp  mysell,  and  maun  gae  down  the- 
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waterside  for  auld  Mother  Redcap,  at  the  Hud« 
gerford  Stairs,  that  deals  in  oomforting  joung 
creatures,  e^en  as  you  do  yoursell,  hinny ;  for  ane 
of  ye  the  bairn  maun  see  before  she  sleeps,  and 
that's  a'  that  I  ken  on't."* 

So  saying,  the  old  emissary,  without  further 
entreaty,  turned  on  her  heel,  and  was  about  to 
retreat,  when  Dame  Ursley  exclaimed,*^*^  No, 
Uo*^  the  sweet  child,  your  mistress,  has  any  ne- 
cessary occasion  for  good  advice  and  kind  ten- 
danoe^  you  need  not  go  to  Mother  Redcap,  Ja- 
net* She  may  do  very  well  for  skippers'*  wives, 
chandlers'  daughters,  and  such  like;  but  no- 
body  shall  wttt  on  pretty  Mistress  Miurgaret,  the 
daughter  of  his  most  Sacred  Majesty's  horologer, 
excepting  and  saving  myself.  And  so  I  will  but 
take  my  chopiiies  and  my  doak,  and  put  on  my 
i&uffler,  and  cross  the  street  to  neighbour  Ram- 
say's in  an  instant  But  tell  me  yourself,  good 
Jenny,  are  you  Hot  something  tired  of  your  young 
lady's  frolics  and  change  of  mind  twenty  timet 
aAiy?" 

^<  In  troth,  dot  I,"  said  the  patient  drudge, 
^*  unless  it  may  be  when  she  is  a  teee  fosbious 
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about  waiKhifig  her  laces ;  but  I  have  been  her 
keeper  since  she  was  a  bairn,  neighbour  Suddle-' 
chop,  and  that  makes  a  difference.^ 

^*  Aj^  said  Dame  Ursley,  still  busied  putting 
on  additional  defences  against  the  night  air; 
*^  and  you  know  for  certain  that  she  has  two 
hundred  pounds  a-year  in  good  land,  at  her  own 
free  disposal  r 

*'  Left  by  her  grandmother,  Heaven  rest  her 
soul,^  said  the  Scotchwoman ;  ^^  and  to  a  dain- 
tier lassie  she  could  not  have  bequeathed  it.^ 

*•  Very  true,  very  true,  mistress ;  for,  with  all 
hex  little  whims,  I  have  always  said  Mistress 
Margsi^t  Ramsay  was  the  prettiest  ^rl  in  the 
ward ;  and,  Jenny,  I  warrant  the  poor  child  has 
had  no  supper.^ 

Jenny  could  not  say  but  it  was  the  case,  for 
her  master  being  out,  the  twa  ^prentice  lads  had 
gone  out  after  shutting^op,  to  fetch  them  home, 
and  she  and  the  other  maid  had  gone  out  to  Sandy 
MacGiv^^d,  to  see  a  friend  frae  Scotland. 

^  As  was  very  natural,  Mrs  Janet»^  said 
Dame  Ursley,  who  found  her  interest  in  assent- 
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ing  to  all  sorts  of  proportions  from  all  sorts  of 
persons. 

*'  And  so  the  fire  went  out,  too— ,^  said  Jenny. 

^*  Which  was  the  most  natural  of  the  whole,^ 
S2ud  Dame  Suddlechop ;  '*  and  so,  to  cut  the 
matter  short,  Jenny,  I^Il  carry  over  the  little  bit 
of  supper  that  I  was  going  to  eat.  For  dinner  I 
have  tasted  none,  and  it  may  be  my  young  preU 
ty  Mistress  Marget  will  eat  a  morsel  with  me ; 
for  it  is  mere  emptiness,  Mistress  Jenny,  thai 
often  puts  these  fancies  of  illness  into  young 
folk^s  heads.^  So  saying,  she  put  the  silver  pos- 
set-cup with  the  ale  into  Jenhy^s  hands,  and  as- 
suming her  mantle  with  the  alacrity  of  one  de- 
termined  to  sacnfice  inclination  to  duty,  she  hid 
the  stew-pan  under  its  folds,  and  commanded 
Wilsa,  the  little  mulatto  girl,  to  light  them  aciosa 
the  street. 

"  Whither  away,  so  late  F^  said  the  barber, 
whom  they  passed  seated  with  his  starveling 
boys  round  a  mess  of  stock-fish  and  parsnips,  in 
the  shop  below. 

^^  If  I  were  to  tell  you,  Gaffie,^  said  the  dame, 
with  most  contemptuous  coolness,  '^^  I  do  not 
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you  oould  do  my  emiid»  ao  I  will  e^en  keep 
it  to  myself.^  Benjamin  was  too  much  accus- 
tomed to  his  wife's  independent  mode  of  con* 
duct,  to  pursue  his  inquiry  farther;  nor  did  the 
dame  tarry  for  farther  question,  but  marched 
out  at  the  door^  telling  the  eldest  of  the  boys 
"  to  sit  up  till  her  retunii  and  look  to  the  house 
the  whibL'' 

The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  although 
the  distance  betwixt  the  two  shops  was  short,  it 
allowed  Dame  Ursley  leisure  enough,  while  she 
strode  along  with  high-tucked  petticoats,  to  em- 
bitter it  by  the  following  grumbling  reflections— 
^  I  wonder  what  I  have  done,  that  I  must  needs 
trudge  at  every  old  beldame^s  biddiDg,  and  every 
young  minx's  maggot  I  I  have  been  marched  from 
Temple-Bar  to  Wfaitechapel,  on  the  matter  of  a 
pcq-maker's  wife  having  pricked  her  finger-Hoaar- 
ry ,  her  husband  that  made  the  weapcm  might  have 
salved  the  wound.— And  here  is  this  fantastic 
ape,  pretty  Mistress  Marget  f(«sooth— such  a 
beauty  as  I  could  make  of  a  Dutch  doll,  and  as 
fantastic,  and  humorous,  and  conceited,  as  if  she 
were  a  duchess*  I  have  seen  her  in  the  same  day 
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as  changeful  as  a  marmozet,  and  as  stubborn  as 
a  mule.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  her  little 
conceited  noddle,  or  her  fatber^s  old  crazy,  calcu^ 
lating  jolter-pate,  breeds  most  whimsies.  But  then 
there^s  that  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  in  dirty 
land,  and  the  father  is  held  a  close  chufP^  though 
a  fanciful— »he  is  our  landlord  beade,  and  she  has 
begged  a  late  day  from  him  for  our  rent ;  so  Grod 
help  me,  I  must  be  conformable^-besides,  the  lit- 
tle capricious  devil  is  my  only  key  to  get  at  Master 
George  Heriof  s  secret,  and  it  concerns  my  duu 
racter  to  find  that  out ;  and  so,  andiamaSj  as  the 
lingua  franca  hath  it^ 

Thus  pondering,  she  moved  forward  with 
hasty  strides  until  she  arrived  at  the  watcb*4na- 
ker^s  habitation.  The  attendant  admitted  them 
by  means  of  a  pass-key.  Onward  glided  Dame 
Ursula,  now  in  glimmer  and  now  in  gloom,  not 
like  the  lovely  Lady  Cristabelle  Uirough  Grothic 
sculpture  and  ancient  armour,  but  creeping  and 
■tumbling  amongst  relics  of  old  machines,  and 
models  of  new  intentions  in  various  branches  of 
mechanics,  with  winch  wrecks  of  useless  isgenui* 
ty,  cither  in  «  broken  or  faalf«fkiidied  shape,  the 
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opartoient  of  the  fiuiciful  though  ingenious  me- 
chanist was  ooDtinually  lumbered. 

At  length  they  attained,  by  a  very  narrow 
stair-case,  pretty  Mistress  Margaret^  apartment, 
where  she,  the  cynosure  of  the  eyes  of  eyery  bold 
young  bachelor  in  Fleet-street,  sate  in  a  posture 
wfaidi  hovered  betweoi  the  discontented  and  the 
disooBsolate.  For  her  pretty  back  and  shoulders 
were  rounded  into  a  curve,  her  round  and  dim- 
pled chin  reposed  in  the  hollow  of  her  little  palm, 
while  the  fingera  were  folded  over  her  mouth ; 
her  elbow  rested  on  a  table,  and  her  eyes  seemed 
fixed  upon  the  djring  charcoal,  which  was  expi- 
ring in  a  small  gimte.  She  scaice  turned  her  head 
when  Dame  Ursula  entered,  and  when  the  pre- 
sence of  that  estimable  matron  was  more  precisely 
announced  m  words  by  the  old  Scotch-woman, 
Mistress  Margaret,  without  changing  her  posture, 
mattered  some  sort  of  answer  that  was  wholly  un- 
intelligible. 

*^  Go  yoar  ways  down  to  the  kitchen  with  Wi- 
ha,  good  MiatresB  Jexmy,^  said  Dame  Ursula, 
who  was  uaed  to  ail  sorts  of  freaks  on  the  part  of 
her  patients  mt  clients,  wfaidiever  they  might  be 
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termed ;  ^'  put  the  stew-pan  and  the  porringier  bj 
the  fire-side,  and  go  down  bdow— •!  must  speak 
to  my  pret^  love,  Mistress  Margaret,  by  myself 
-*— and  there  is  not  a  bachelor  betwixt  this  and 
Bow  but  will  envy  me  the  privilege.^ 

The  attendants  retired  as  directed,  and  Dame 
Ursula,  having  avidled  herself  of  the  embers  of 
charcoal,  to  place  her  stew-pan  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, drew  herself  as  close  as  she  could  to  her  pa- 
tient, and  began  in  a  low,  soothing,  and  oonfideo- 
tial  tone  of  voice,  to  inquire  what  ailed  her  pretty 
flower  of  n^hbours. 

*^  Nothing,  dame,^  said  Margaret,  somewhat 
pettishly,  and  changing  her  posture  so  as  rather 
to  turn  her  back  upon  the  kind  inquirer. 

^'  Nothing,  lady-bird  r  answered  Dame  Sud- 
dlechop ;  ^*  and  do  you  use  to  send  for  your 
friends  out  of  bed  at  this  hour  for  nothing  ?^ 

*^  It  was  not  I  who  sent  for  you,  dame,^  replied 
the  malcontent  maiden. 

^  And  who  was  it,  then  P""  said  Ursula ;  <*  for 
if  I  had  not  been  sent  for,  I  had  not  been  here 
at  this  time  of  night,  I  pnnnise  you  T 

*'  It  was  the  old  Scotch  fool  Jenny,  who  did 


THE  FOKTUNKS  OF  MIOBL.  fi07 


it  out  of  lier  own  Iiead,  I  sui^xMe^^  said  Marga- 
ret;  ^'  for  she  has  been  stunning  me  th^se  two 
hours  about  you  and  Mother  Redcap.^ 

<<  Me  and  Mother  Redcap  i^  said  Dame  Ur- 
sula^  '*  an  old  fool  indeed^  that  couples  folk  up 
so.— "But  come,  come,  my  sweet  little  neighbour, 
Jenny  is  no  such  fool  after  all ;  she  knows  young 
folks  want  more  and  better  advice  than  her  own, 
and  she  knows  too  where  to  find  it  for  them ;  so 
you  must  take  heart  of  grace,  my  pretty  maiden, 
and  tell  me  what  you  are  moping  about,  and  then 
let  Dame  Ursula  alone  for  finding  out  a  cure.^ 

*^  Nay,  an  ye  be  so  wise.  Mother  Ursula,*  re- 
plied the  giri,  *^  you  may  guess  ifhat  I  ul  with- 
out my  telling  you.* 

**  Ay,  ay,  child,*  answered  the  complaisant  nuu 
tron,  *^  no  one  can  play  better  than  I  at  the  good 
old  game  of  What  is  my  thought  like  ?  Now 
in  warrant  that  little  head  of  yours  is  running 
on  a  new  head-tire,  a  foot  higher  than  those  our 
aiy  dames  wear—- or  you  are  all  for  a  trip  to 
Idington  or  Ware,  and  your  father  is  cross  and 
will  not  consent-*or- 
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'<  Or  you  are  an  old  fool,  Dame  Suddlechc^,** 
said  Margaret,  peevishly,  ^*  and  must  needs  trou- 
ble yourself  about  matters  you  know  nothing  of*^ 

*^  Fool  as  much  as  you  will,  mistress,^  said 
Dame  Ursula,  offended  in  her  turn,  ^<  but  not 
very  many  years  older  than  yourself,  mistreBs.** 

<*  Oh  we  are  angry,  are  we?**  said  the  beauty; 
*'  and  pray.  Madam  Ursula,  how  come  you,  that 
are  not  so  many  years  older  than  me,  to  talk  about 
such  nonsense  to  me,  who  am  so  many  years 
younger,  and  who  yet  have  too  much  sense  Co 
care  about  head-gears  and  Islington  ?^ 

'VWell,  well,  young  mistress,^  said  the  sage 
counsdlor,  rising,  ^  I  perceive  I  can  be  of  no 
use  here ;  and  methinks,  since  you  know  yoar 
own  matters  so  much  better  than  other  peofde  do, 
you  might  dispense  with  disturbing  folks  at  mid- 
night  to  ask  their  advice.*^ 

"  Why,  now  you  are  angry,  mother,^  said 
Margaret,  detaining  her;  ^  this  oomes  of  your 
coming  out  at  even«tide  widiout  eating  your  sup*> 
per-^I  never  heard  you  nftter  a  cross  woird  after 
you  had  finished  your  l&ttk  morsei.'»>^Haro  J»- 

IS 
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■ec,  a  trailer  and  aalt  for  I)iuMUriit}a;«-HUMl 
what  bava  jou  in  dtat  poniogor,  dame  ?— OPiltfaj 
damm  J  ale,  as  I  wo^ld  liv^>«-Ijet  Janet  flii^  it 
oat  dl  tbe  window,  or  kaep  it  for  my  fother^s 
morning  draught;  and  she  diall  fanng  you  the 
pottle  of  aaok  that  wae  eet  ready  for  him— food 
man,  he  will  nerer  find  out  the  diftienee^  for 
ale  will  wMh  down  hie  duaty  calculatjone  quite 
aa  wdl  aa  wine.^ 

^  Tfvlj9  aweetheart,  I  am  of  your  opinion,* 
eeid  Danae  Uraula,  wlmee  temporary  diopleaaure 
▼aninhed  at  onoe  before  these  preparatimia  for 
good  cheer;  and  so,  settling  herself  on  the  great 
easy««hair,  with  a  threoJ^gged  table  before  her, 
she  bcgjsn  to  dispatch,  irith  good  i^petite,  the 
little  ddioale  dish  which  she  had  prepared  for 
herad£  She  did  not,  however,  foil  in  the  duliea 
of  dvility,  and  earnestly,  but  id  vain,  pressed 
IGstrsm  Ma«g»ret  to  partake  her  dttitiea*  The 
dasasd.  dedinad  the  invitation* 

^  At  least  pledge  me  in  a  ghM  of  laek,**  said 
Same  Ursula;  **  I  have  heard  my  gnmdame  say, 
that  before  the  goqpellers  caoaie  in,  the  old  Ca- 

VOL.  I.  o 
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tholic  father  confesson  and  thdr  pemtents  always 
had  acup  of  sack  together  before  confindon;  and 
you  are  my  penitent.^ 

<<  I  shall  drink  no  sack,  I  am  sure,^  said  Mai^ 
garet;  *^  and  I  told  you  before^  that  if  you  can- 
not find  out  what  ails  me,  I  shall  never  have  the 
heart  to  tell  it"* 

So  saying,  she  turned  away  firom  Dame  Ur- 
sula once  more,  and  resumed  her  musing  poa- 
ture,  with  her  hand  on  her  elbow,  and  her  back, 
at  least  one  shoulder,  turned  towards  her  confi- 
dante. 

**  Nay  then,^  said  Dame  Ursula,  **  I  must  ex- 
ert  my  skill  in  good  earnest.— You  must  give  me 
this  pretty  hand,  and  I  will  tell  you  by  palmistry, 
as  well  as  any  gipsey  of  them  all,  what  fisot  it  is 
you  halt  upon.^ 

^<  As  if  I  halted  on  any  foot  at  all,**  said  Mar- 
garet, something  scornfully,  but  yieldmg  her  left 
hand  to  Ursula,  and  continuing  at  the  same  tima 
her  averted  position. 

<<  I  see  brave  lines  here,^  said  Ursula,  **  and 
not  ill  to  read  neither^^pieasure  and  wealth,  and 
merry  nights  and  late  mornings  to  my  Beauty, 
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and  jBuch  aa  equipage  b»  shall  ahake  WhitehalL 
O^  have  I  touched  you  there?-Hiiid  snule  y^ 
now,  my  pretty  cme?— forwhy  should  not  he  be 
Ixvd  Mayor,  and  go  to  court  in'  hb  g^ded  e*- 
looh,  as  others  have  done  be£iH!e  him?" 

*<  Lffnl  Mayor  ?  pshaw  !"  replied  Margarets 

*<  And  why  pshaw  at  my  Lord  Mayor,  sweets 
heart  ?  or  perfaq)s  you  pshaw  at  my  projkevy ; 
but  there  is  a  cross  in  every  one^s  line  of  life  as 
well  as  in  yours,  darfing.  And  what  though  I 
see  a  '^prentice's  flat  cap  in  this  pretty  pi^,  yet 
there  is  a  sparkling  black  eye  under  it,  hath  not 
its  match  in  the  Ward  of  FarringdoiwWitbout^ 
.  ^  Whom  do  you  mean,  dame  ?^  said  Marga> 
ret,  coldly.  r  \ 

<<  Whom  should  I  mean,^  said  Dame  Ursula, 
^  but  the  prince  ci  ^jprentioes,  and  king  of  good 
company,  Jenkin  Vincent?" 

^<  Out,  woman«-^enkin  Vinoent<«»a  clown*^-ia 
cockney  !"  exclaimed  the  indignant  damsel 

'*  Ay,  sets  the  wind  in  that  quarter.  Beauty  T 
quoth  the  dame ;  '^  why,  it  has  dumgad  some- 
thing  nnoe  we  spoke  together  last,  for  then  I 
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wmdd  hare  sworn  it  bkw  flnver  ibr  poor  Jin 
Vin ;  and  the  poor  faid  doats  on  you  too,  and 
would  rather  eee  your  eyes  than  the  first  glimpse 
of  the  sun  on  the  great  holiday  on  ICay-day.^ 

<«  I  would  my  eyes  had  the  power  of  the  sun 
to  Mind  his  then/  said  Margaret,  ^  to  teadi  the 
drudge  his  place.** 

^  Nay,**  said  Dame  Ursula,  ^  there  be  some 
who  say  that  Frank  Tunstall  is  as  proper  a  lad 
as  Jin  Vin,  and  ct  surety  he  is  third  ooosin  to  a 
knighthood,  and  come  of  a  good  house ;  and  so 
mayhap  you  may  be  lor  northward  bo  T 

«  Maybe  I  may**<-«i8we«sd  Margaret,  <*  but 

not  widi  my  father's  *pient]ce— I  thank  you,  Dame 

Ursula.** 
<<  Nay  then,  the  devil  may  guess  your  thoughts 

fbr  me^**  said  Dame  Ursok ;  ^  this  comes  of  try- 
ing to  shoe  a  filly  that  is  eternally  wincing  and 
flhiftang  ground  !** 

«<  Rear  me  then,**  said  Margaret,  ^  and  mind 
what  I  say.— This  day  I  dined  abroad-——* 

<<  I  can  tell  you  where,**  answered  her  coun- 
selldr,*— <*with  your  god-fiither  the  rich  goldannth 
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-^4y»  you  aee  I  know  K>nietbiiig^-HMiy>  I  could 
tell  you  an  I  would^  with  whom  too.^ 

*'  Indeed  T  said  ICargereC,  turning  suddenly 
round  with  an  aoccnt  of  straog  surpriae^  and  co*- 
louring  up  to  the  eyes* 

*^  With  old  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowtbers''  mi 
the  oracular  damey*-<<  he  was  triouned  in  my 
Benjamin^a  abop  in  hia  way  to  the  city.^ 

«<  Pahaw !  the  frightful  old  mouldy  akeleton  I "" 
aud  the  damaeL 

<<  Indeed  you  aay  true,  my  dear,*  replied  the 
confidante,-— ^<  it  ia  a  ahame  to  him  to  be  out  of 
Saiot  Pancraa'a  chamd-houae,  for  I  know  no 
other  place  he  ia  fit  for,  the  fodUmoutbed  old 
cailer.  He  aaid  to  my  husband-     ■  ^ 

^  Somewhat  whidi  aignifiaa  nothing  to  our 
purpoae,  I  dare  aay/*  interrupted  Maigaret  <<  I 
must  qpeak  thcik^««-Th«:e  dined  with  ua  a  noble- 


^*  A  nobleman  1  the  maiden^a  madT  aaid 
DameUrBuhu 

^  There  (Uned  with  ua,  I  eay,^  continued  Mar- 
garet, without  r^rding  the  interruption,  **  a 
nobleman*-a  Scottish  nobleman.^ 
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'Now  Our  Lady  keep  her,"^  said  the  confidmite, 
*'  she  is  quite  frantic  l^beard  eter  any  cue  of  a 
watehmaker^s  daughter  falling  in  love  with  a  no- 
bleman—and a  Scotch  nobleman,  to  make  the 
matter  complete,  who  are  all  as  proud  as  Liicifer, 
and  as  poor  as  Job?  ASootch  nobleman,  quotha? 
I  had  as  lief  you  told  me  of  a  Jew  pedlar.  I 
would  have  you  think  how  all  this  is  to  end,  preU 
ty  one,  before  you  jump  in  the  dark.^ 

*'  That  is  nothing  to  you,  Ursula— it  is  your 
asinstance,^  said  Mistress  Margavet,  *^  and  not 
your  advice  that  I  am  desirous  to  have,  and  you 
know  I  can  make  it  worth  your  while.^ 

^<  O,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  lucre,  Mbtress 
Margaret,^  answered  the  obliging  dame ;  <*  but 
truly  I  would  have  you  listen  to  some  advice- 
bethink  you  of  your  own  condition.*** 

^^  My  father^s  calling  is  mechanical,^  said  Mar- 
garet, *^  but  our  blood  is  not  so*  I  have  heard 
my  father  say  that  we  are  descended,  at  a  distance 
indeed,  from  the  great  Earls  of  Dalwolsey.^ 

**  Ay,  ay,"  said  Dame  Ursula;  "  even  so<^I 
never  knew  a  Scot  of  you  but  was  descended,  as 
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ye  call  it,  from  some  gieat  house  or  other ;  imd 
a  piteous  descent  it  often  is— «nd  as  for  the  dis- 
tance 70U  speak  of^  it  is  so  great  as  to  put  you 
out  of  sight  of  eadi  other. — ^Yet  do  not  toss  yaur 
pretty  head  so  scornfully,  Imt  tdl  me  the  name 
of  this  lordly  northern  gallant,  and  we  will  try 
whatcan  be  done  in  the  matt^.^ 

'<  It  is  Lord  Glentarloch,  whom  they  call  Lord 
Nigd  Olifaunt,^  smd  Margar^  in  a  low  ycnce, 
and  turning  away  to  hide  her  blushes. 

'^  Marry,  heaven  forefend  P  exclaimed  Dame 
Suddlechop ;  *^  this  is  the  veiy  devQ,  and  some« 
worse  r 
How  mean  you  ?^  sud  the  damsel,  surprised 
at  the  viyacity  of  her  exclamation. 

<*  Why,  know  ye  not,^  said  the  dame,  <<  what 
powerful  enemies  he  has  at  court?  know  ye  not 
»but  blisters  on  my  tongue,  it  runs  too  fast  for 
my  wit— ^oioughto  say,  that  you  had  better  make 
your  bridal-bed  under  a  falling  bouse,  than  think 
of  young  Glenvarloch.^ 

**  He  is  unfortunate  then,^  said  Margaret ;  *'  I 
knewit— I  divinedit— there  was  sorrowinhisvoice 
when  be  said  even  what  was  gay«->there  was  a 
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touch  of  miflfortune  in  bis  meJancfady  wnile.  >he 
had  not  thus  dung  to  my  thoughts  had  I  sseii 
him  in  all  die  mid^y  glare  of  prosperity.^ 

*^  Bomanoes  have  cracked  her  braiii  T  said 
Dame  Ursula;  *'  die  is  « castaway  giiii^-utteriiy 
diBtmugh  Whores  a  Sootdi  lapd^-HUid  Ekes  him 
the  better  for  being  unfortunate  t  WeD, 
lam  sorry  this  is  a  matter  I  cannot  aid  you 
it  goes  against  my  consdencei  and  it  is  an  affidr 
above  my  condition^  and  beyond  my  manage- 
ment ;— but  I  will  keep  your  secret** 

^  You  will  not  be  so  base  as  to  desert  me^  after 
haying  drawn  my  secret  from  me  V*  said  Marga- 
ret ind^pantly  ;  **  if  you  do,  I  know  how  to  have 
my  revenge ;  and  if  you  do  not,  I  will  reward 
you  well.  Remember  the  bouse  your  husband 
dwdls  in  is  my  ikther^  pfoperty.** 

^<  I  remember  it  but  too  well,  Bfisttess  Mar- 
garst,**  said  Ursula,  after  a  moments  reflection, 
**  and  I  would  serve  you  in  any  thing  in  my  con- 
dition ;  but  to  meddle  with  such  high  matters-*- 
I  shall  never  forget  poor  Mistress  Tumor,  my  ho- 
noured patroness,  peace  be  with  her  .'—she  had 
the  ill  luck  to  meddle  in  the  matter  of  Somerset 
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and  OTeibury^  and  to  the  great  earl  and  his  lady 
dipt  th^  necks  out  of  the  collar,  and  left  her 
and  some  half  dozen  others  to  suifer  in  thdr 
stead.  I  shall  never  fotjget  the  sight  of  her  stand- 
ing on  the  scaffold  with  the  ruff  round  her  pretty 
neck,  all  done  up  with  the  yellow  starch  which  I 
bad  so  often  helped  her  to  make,  and  that  was 
so  soon  to  give  place  to  a  rough  hempen  cord. 
Sudi  a  agfat,  sweetheart,  will  make  one  loth  to 
meddle  with  matters  that  are  too  hot  or  heavy 
for  your  handling,*" 

^<  Out,  you  fool  r  answered  Mistreto  Marga^ 
ret;  '^  am  I  one  to  speak  to  you  about  such  cri- 
minal practices  as  that  wretch  died  for  ?  All  I 
desire  of  you,  is  to  get  me  precise  knowledge  of 
what  affidr  brings  this  young  nobleman  to  Cour t"*" 

**  And  when  you  have  his  secret,^  said  Ursula, 
'*  what  will  it  avail  you,  sweetheart  ?-«4md  yet  I 
would  do  your  errand,  if  you  could  do  as  much 
Ibrme.^ 

^  And  what  is  it  you  would  have  of  me  P^  said 
Mistress  Margaret. 

^<  What  you  have  been  angry  with  me  for 
asking  before,^  answered  Dame  Ursula.    ^  I 
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•want  to  have  some  light  about  the  story  of  your 
god-father*8  ghost,  that  is  only  seen  at  prayers.^ 

'*  Not  for  the  world,^  said  Mistress  Margaret, 
^*  will  I  be  a  spy  cm  my  kind  god-father'^s  secrets 
—No,  Ursula — ^that  I  will  never  pry  into,  which 
he  dedres  to  keep  hidden.  But  thou  knowest 
that  I  have  a  fcnrtune  of  my  own,  which  must  at 
no  distant  day  come  under  my  own  manage- 
ment-—think  of  some  ether  recompenoe.'*^ 

**  Ay,  that  I  well  know,**  said  the  counsellor 
-— '*  it  is  that  two  hundred  per  year,  with  your 
father^'s  indulgence,  that  makes  you  so  wilful, 
sweetheart^ 

It  may  be  so,^-— said  Margaret  Ramsay ; 

meanwhile,  do  you  serve  me  truly,  and  here  js 
a  ring  of  value  in  pledge,  that  when  my  fortune 
is  in  my  own  hand,  I  will  redeem  the  token  with 
fifty  broad  pieces  of  gold.*^ 

'*  Fifty  broad  pieces  of  gold  !^  repeated  the 
dame ;  '^  and  this  ring,  which  is  a  right  fair  one, 
in  token  you  ful  not  of  your  word!— Well, 
sweetheart,  if  I  must  put  my  throat  in  peril,  I 
am  sure  I  cannot  risk  it  for  a  friend  more  gene- 
rous than  you  ;  and  I  would  not  think  of  more 
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than  the  pEeaMtre  of  sening  you,  only  Beojamin 
gets  moie  idle  rrery  day,  and  our  family        ^ 

**  Say  no  more  of  it,**  said  Margaret ;  <<  we 
understand  eadi  other.  And  now,  tell  me  what 
yoQ  know  of  this  young  man'^s  affairs,  which 
made  you  so  unwilling  to  meddle  with  them  ?^ 

<*  Of  that  I  can  say  no  great  matter,  as  yet,^ 
answered  Dame  Ursula;  '*  only  I  know  the 
most  powerful  among  his  own  countrymen  are 
against  him,  and  also  the  most  powerful  at  the 
court  here.  But  I  will  learn  more  of  it,  for  it 
wUl  be  a  dim  print  that  I  will  not  read  for  your 
sake,  prett)r  Mistress  Margaret.  Know  you 
where  this  gallant  dwells  ?" 

*'  I  heard  by  accident,^  said  Margaret,  as  if 
ashamed  of  the  minute  particularity  of  her  memo- 
ry upon  such  an  occarion,— *'  he  lodges,  I  think 
—at  one  Christie^s— if  I  mistake  not— >at  Paulas 
Wharf,  a  ship^handler^s.^ 

^  A  proper  lodging  for  a  young  baron  !-— 
Well,  but  cheer  you  up.  Mistress  Margaret — ^if  he 
has  come  up  a  caterpillar,  like  some  of  his  coun- 
tiymen,  he  may  cast  his  slough  like  them,  and 
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come  out  a  butterfly.  So  I  drink  goo<Liii^t«  and 
Bw«et  dreams  to  you,  in  another  partii^  cup  of 
sack ;  and  you  shall  hear  tidings  of  me  within 
four-and-twenty  hours.  And  onoe  more,  I  coin- 
mend  you  to  your  pillow,  my  pearl  of  pearls, 
and  Marguerite  of  Marguerites.^ 

So  saying,  she  kissed  the  reluctant  cheek  of 
her  young  friend,  or  patroness,  and  took  her  de- 
parture with  the  light  and  stealthy  pace  of  one 
accustomed  to  accommodate  her  feoteteps  to  the 
purposes  of  dispatch  and  secrecy.  Margaret 
Bamsay  lodied  after  her  for  some  time,  in  an- 
xious silence.  ^  I  did  iU^^  she  at  length  mui^ 
mured,  <<  to  let  her  wring  this  out  of  me ;  but  she 
is  artful,  bold,  and  serriceable-^-and  I  think 
futhful-*-arif  not,  she  will  be  true  at  least  to  htf 
interest,  and  that  I  can  command.  I  would  I 
had  not  spoken,  however*— I  have  beguna  h(^ie- 
less  work.  For  what  has  he  said  to  me,  to  war- 
rant my  meddling  in  his  fortunes  ?-»Nothingbut 
words  of  the  most  ordinary  import— ^nere  taUe- 
talk  and  terms  of  course.  Yet  who  knows— •"^  she 
dd,  and  then  broke  off,  looking  at  the  glass 
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the  while^  which,  as  it  reflected  back  a  face  of 
great  beau^,  probably  suggested  to  her  mind  a 
more  fiivourable  condusioa  of  the  sentence  than 
die  cared  to  trust  her  tongue  withal. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

So  pitiful  m  thing  ii  nutor's  lUte  I 
Most  miieimble  man,  vbom  widscd  &tie 
Hath  brought  to  Court  to  sue,  for  Had  I  wM, 
That  few  have  found,  and  many  a  one  hath  miis*d ! 
Full  little  knowest  thou,  that  hast  not  tried. 
What  hell  it  is,  in  sueing  long  to  bide  s 
To  lose  good  days,  that  might  be  better  spentf 
To  waste  long  nights  in  pensiTe  discontent ; 
To  speed  to-day,  to  be  pat  back  to-morrow ; 
To  feed  on  hope,  to  pine  with  fear  and  sorrow  ; 
To  have  thy  Princess  grace,  yet  want  her  Peers% 
To  have  thy  asking,  yet  wait  many  years  ; 
To  fret  thy  soul  with  crosses  and  widi  cares 
To  eat  thy  heart  through  comfortless  despairs. 
To  fawn,  to  crouch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run. 
To  spend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone. 

Mother  Hmbberd'i  Tale. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  6eoi]ge 
Heriot  had  prepared  to  escort  the  young  Lord  of 
Glenvarloch  to  the  court  at  Whitehall,  it  may 
be  reasonably  supposed  that  the  young  man^ 
whose  fortunes  were  likely  to  depend  on  this  cast, 
felt  himself  more  than  usually  anxious.    He  rose 

early,  made  his  toilette  with  unusual  care,  and, 
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bang  enabled,  by  the  generottty  of  hiB  more  pl^ 
beian  countryman,  to  set  out  a  very  handsome 
person  to  the  best  advantage,  he  obtained  a  miv* 
mentary  approbation  from  himself  as  he  glanced 
at  die  mirror,  and  a  loud  and  distinct  plaudit  fion 
his  landlady,  who  declared  at  once  that  in  her 
judgment,  he  would  take.the  wind  out  of  the  sail 
of  every  gallant  in  the  presence;  so  much  had 
she  beoi  able  toenridi  her  discourse  with  the  rae^ 
taphors  of  those  with  whom  her  husband  dealt 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  baif  e  of  Master 
Greorge  Heriot  arrived,  handsomdy  manned  and 
appointed,  having  a  tilt,  with  his  own  cypher,  and 
the  arms  of  his  company  painted  thereupon. 

The  young  Lcnrd  of  Glenvarloch  received.tbe 
friend  who  had  evinced  such  disinterested'. at* 
tadunent,  with  the  kind  courtesy  which  well  be- 
came him. 

Master  Heriot  then  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  bounty  of  his  Sovereign,  which  he  pud  over 
to  his  young  friend,  declining  what  he  had  him^ 
self  formerly  advanced  to  him.  Nigel  felt  all  the 
gratitude  which  the  dtizen'^s  dianterested  friead-r 
ship  had  deserved,  and  was  not  wanting  in  ex-i 
pressiog  it  suitably. 
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Yet  as  the  ycung  and  higli4xim  noUenuui  em. 
barked  to  go  to  the  presence  of  his  Prince^  under 
the  patronage  of  one  whoae  best,  or  most  diatin- 
guiahed  qualification,  was  his  being  an  eminent 
member  of  the  GoldsmithVi  Inoorporation,  he  felt 
alittle  surprised,  if  not  abashed,  at  hisown  atun- 
tion ;  and  Bichie  Moniplies,  as  he  stepped  over 
the  gang-way  to  take  his  place  forward  in  the 
boat,  could  not  helpmuttering,»-*<It  wasa  chan- 
ged day  betwixt  Master  Heriot  and  his  honest 
father  in  the  Kraemes  ;^but,  doubtless,  there  was 
a  diffivence  between  clinking  on  gold  and  slver, 
and  dattering  upoi^  pewter.^ 

On  diey  glided,  by  the  assistance  of  the  oars 
of  four  stout  watermen,  along  the  Thames,  which 
then  served  for  the  principal  high-nad  betwixt 
London  and  Westminster ;  for  few  ventured  on 
horseback  through  thenarrowand  crowded  streets 
of  the  city,  and  coadies  were  then  a  luxury  re- 
served only  for  the  higher  nolnli^,  and  to  whicb 
no  dtiaen,  whatever  was  his  wealth,  presumed  to 
as(Hre.  The  beauty  of  the  banksy^espedally  on 
the  northern  side,  where  the  gardens  of  the  no« 
biiity  descended  from  their  hoteb,  in  many  places, 
down  to  the  water^s  edge,  was  pointed  out  to 
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Nigel  bj  1m  kind  oooduotor,  and  was  pointed 
out  in  vmn.  The  mind  of  the  young  Lord  of 
Glenvarloch  was  filled  with  anticipations  not  the 
most  pleasant,  concerning  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  likely  to  be  rectnwed  by  that  monarch,  in 
whoae  behalf  his  family  had  been  nearly  reduced 
to  min ;  and  he  was,  widi  the  usual  mental  anx- 
iety of  those  in  such  a  rituation,  framing  imagi- 
nary questions  from  the  King,  and  over-toiling 
lus  spirit  in  decking  answers  to  them.  His  con- 
ductor saw  the  labour  of  NigePs  mind,  and  avoids 
ed  increasing  it  by  farther  conversation ;  so  that 
when  be  had  explained  to  him  briefly  the  cer^ 
moi^  observed  at  court  on  such  occasions  of  pre- 
sentatioD,  the  rest  of  their  voyage  was  perform- 
ed in  silence. 

They  landed  at  Whitehall-Stairs,  and  entered 
the  Palace  after  announcing  their  names,  the 
guards  paying  to  Lord  Glenvarioeh  the  respect 
and  honours  due  to  his  rank.  The  young  man^s 
heart  beat  high  and  thick  within  him  as  he  came 
irithin  the  royal  apartments.  His  education 
abroad,  conducted  as  it  had  been  on  a  nar- 
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TOW  and  Umited  flcale^  had  gtvea  him  but  imper- 
fect ideas  of  the  grandeur  of  a  court ;  and  the 
philosophical  reflections  which  taught  him  to  set 
ceremonial  and  exterior  splendour  at  defiance, 
proved,  like  other  maxims  of  mere  philosophy, 
ineffectual  at  the  moment  they  were  weighed 
against  the  impression  naturally  made  on  the 
mind  of  an  inexperienced  youth,  by  the  unusual 
magnificence  of  the  scene.  The  splendid  apart- 
ments through  which  they  psmrd,  the  rich  ap- 
parel of  the  grooms,  guards,  and  domestics  in 
wuting,  and  the  unusual  ceremonial  attending 
their  passage  through  the  long  suite  of  apart- 
ments, had  something  in  it,  trifling  and  common- 
place as  it  might  appear  to  practised  courtiers, 
embarrassing,  and  even  aUrming,  to  one,  who,  for 
the  first  time,  went  through  these  forms,  and 
who  was  doubtful  what  sort  of  reception  was  to 
acocNODpany  his  first  appearance  before  his  Sove^ 
reign. 

Heriot,  in  anxious  attention  to  save  his  young 
friend  from  the  least  momentary  embarrassment, 
had  taken  care  to  give  the  necessary  pass-word 
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to  the  warden^  grooms  of  the  ehamben^  ildien, 
or  by  v/haxever  name  they  were  deognated ;  so 
they  went  onward  without  interruption. 

In  tU0  mnner  they  passed  several  anti^-nxAns, 
filled  chiefly  with  guards,  attendants  of  the  court, 
and  their  aocjuuntanoes,  male  and  female,  who, 
dressed  in  their  best  apparel,  and  with  eyes 
rounded  fay  eager  curiosity  to  make  the  most  of 
their  opportunity^  stood,  with  beseeming  mo- 
desty, ranked  against  the  wall,  in  a  manner  which 
indicated  that  they  were  spectators,  not  perform- 
ers, in  the  courtly  exhibition. 

Through  these  exterior  apartments  Lord  Glen- 
varloch  and  his  city  friend  went  onward  into  a 
large  and  splendid  withdrawing-room,  eoramuni- 
cating  with  the  pre8ence-chamber,into  which  anti- 
room  were  admitted  those  only,  who,  from  birth, 
their  posts  in  the  state  or  household,  or  by  the 
particular  grant  of  the  King,  had  right  to  attend 
the  court,  as  men  entitled  to  pay  their  respects  to 
their  Sovereign. 

Amid  this 'favoured  and  selected  company, 
Nigel  observed  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  who, 
shaken  off  and  discountenanced  by  those  who 
knew  how  low  he  stood  in  court  interest  and  fa- 
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your,  was  but  too  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
hooking  himsdf  upon  a  person  of  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch'^s  rank,  whowas,  as  jeif  so  inexperienced  as 
to  feel  it  difficult  to  shake  off  an  intruder. 

The  knight  forthwith  framed  his  grim  features 
to  a  ghastly  smile,  and  after  a  preliminary  and 
patronising  nod  to  Geoige  Heriot,  aooompanied 
with  an  aristocratic  wave  of  the  hand,  wfaidi  inti. 
mated  at  once  superiority  and  protection^  he  laid 
aside  altogether  the  honest  citizen,  to  whom  he 
owed  many  a  dinner,  to  attadi  himself  exdurively 
to  the  young  lord,  altlxnigh  he  suspected  he  might 
be  occasionally  in  the  predicament  of  needing  one 
as  much  as  himself.  And  eren  the  notice  of  this 
original,  singular  and  unamiable  as  he  was,  wis 
not  entirely  indiffsrent  to  the  Lord  Glcnvar- 
loch,  &nce  the  absolute  and  somewhat  constrain- 
ed silence  of  his  good  friend  Heriot,  which  left 
him  at  liberty  to  reUre  punfully  to  his  own  ag^- 
tating  reflections,  was  now  relieved ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  could  not  help  feeling  interest 
in  the  sharp  and  sarcastic  information  poured 
upon  him  by  an  observant,  though  discontented 
courtier,  to  whoma  patient  auditor,  and  heaman 
of  tide  and  rank,  was  as  much  a  priae,  as  his  acute 
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andoommunicfttivediapontbiiTenderiedhimfln  en. 
tertaining  oompanion  to  Nigd  OlifiuinL  Heriot^ 
in  the  mean  time,  neglected  by  Sir  MungO)  and 
EToiding  every  attempt  by  niiich  the  grateful  po* 
litenesa  of  Lord  Glenvarloch  strove  to  bring  him 
into  the  oonyenationy  stood  by,  vith  a  kind  of 
half  smile  on  his  countenance ;  but  whether  ez« 
dted  by  Sir  Mungo^s  wit,  or  arising  at  his  ex- 
pence,  did  not  exactly  appear. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  trio  occupied  a  nook  of 
the  anti-room,  next  to  the  door  of  the  presence- 
chamber,  which  was  not  yet  thrown  open,  what 
Maxwell,  with  his  rod  of  office^  came  bustling 
into  the  apartment,  where  most  men,  excepting 
those  of  high  rank,  made  way  for  him*  He 
stopped  beside  the  party  in  which  we  are  in- 
terested, looked  for  a  moment  at  the  young 
Scotch  nobleman,  then  made  a  slight  obeisance 
to  Heriot,  and,  lastly,  addressing  Sir  Mungo 
Malagrowther,  b^;an  a  hurried  complaint  to  him 
of  the  misbehaviour  of  the  gentlemen  pensioners 
and  warders,  who  suffered  all  sort  of  citizens,  suit- 
ors, and  scriveners,  to  sneak  into  the  outer  apart- 
ments, without  either  respect  or  decency.  '^  The 
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Sugliah,'^  he  said,  ^'  were  scandalized,  for  such  a 
thing  durst  not  be  attempted  in  the  Queens's  dajs. 
In  her  time  there  was  then  the  oourt-jard  for  the 
mobility,  and  the  apartments  for  the  nobility ;  and 
it  reflects  on  your  place.  Sir  Mungo,^  be  added, 
«  belonging  to  the  household  as  you  do,  that 
such  things  should  not  be  better  ordered.^ 

Here  Sir  Mungo,  afflicted,  as  was  frequently 
the  case  on  such  occasions,  with  one  of  his  usual 
fits  of  deafness,  answered,  '^  It  was  no  wonder 
the  mobility  used  freedoms,  when  those  whom 
they  saw  in  office  were  so  little  better  in  blood 
and  havings  than  themselves.^ 

'*  You  are  right,  sir— quite  rij^t,^  said  Max- 
well, putting  his  hand  on  the  tarnished  embroil 
dery  on  the  old  knight^s  sleeve,— »^^  when  such 
fellows  see  men  in  office  dressed  in  cast-off  suits 
like  paltry  stage-players,  it  is  no  wonder  the 
court  is  thronged  with  intruders.** 

**  Were  you  lauding  the  taste  of  my  embrcH- 
dery,  Maister  Maxwdl  ?^  answered  the  knight, 
who  apparently  mterpreted  the  deputy-duunber- 
lain^s  meaning  rather  from  his  action  than  his 
words ;— «^  it  is  of  an  ancient  and  liberal  pattern. 
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hayiog  been  made  by  your  motber^s  fkther,  auld 
James  Stitchell,  a  master^fashioner  of  honest  re- 
pute, in  Merlm's  Wynd,  whom  I  made  a  point 
to  employ,  as  I  am  now  happy  to  remember,  see- 
ing your  father  thought  fit  to  intermarry  with  sic 
aperson^s  daughter.^ 

Maxwell  looked  stem,  butconsdous  there  was 
Qothiog  to  be  got  of  Sir  Mungo  in  the  way  of 
amends,  and  that  prosecuting  the  quarrel  with 
Buch  an  adversary  would  only  render  him  ridicu- 
lous, and  make  public  a  mis-alliaaoe  of  which  he 
had  no  reason  to  be  proud,  he  covered  his  re- 
sentment with  a  sneer;  and  expressing  his  regret 
that  Sir  Mungo  was  become  too  deaf  to  under- 
stand or  attend  to  what  was  siud  to  him,  walked 
on,  and  planted  himself  beside  the  folding-doors 
^  the  preaencxNchamber,  at  which  he  was  to  per- 
form the  duty  of  deputy-chamberbun,  or  usher, 
80  soon  as  they  should  be  opened. 

^  The  door  of  the  presence  is  about  to  open,'* 
Bud  the  gddsmith,  in  a  whisper,  to  his  young 
friend ;  <<  my  condition  permits  me  to  go  nofar« 
iher  with  you.  Fail  not  to  present  yourself  bold, 
iy,  accordiag  to  your  birth,  and  offer  your  Sup* 
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pUcation,  which  the  Sang  will  nol  refute  to 
oepty  and,  as  I  hope»  to  consider  favourably.^ 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  of  the  presenoe-chamber 
opened  accordingly,  and,  as  is  usual  on  such  oo- 
casions,  the  courtiers  began  to  adyanoe  towards 
it,  and  to  enter  in  a  slow,  but  continuous  and  un- 
interrupted stream.  As  Nigel  presented  himself 
in  his  turn  at  the  entrance,  and  mentioned  his 
name  andtitle.  Maxwell  seemed  tohesitate»  ^^You 
are  not  known  to  any  one^^  he  said ;  ^'  it  is  my 
duty  to  suffer  no  one  to  pass  to  the  presence,  my 
lord>  whose  face  is  unknown  to  me,  unless  upon 
the  word  of  a  responsible  person.^ 

*<  I  came  with  Master  Greorge  Hmot^*  said 
Nigel,  in  some  embarrassment  at  this  unexpect- 
ed  interrupti(»i« 

^*  Master  Heriot^s  name  will  pass  current  for 
much  gold  and  ulver,  my  lord,^  replied  Max- 
well, with  a  civil  sneer,  <*  but  not  for  birth  and 
tank.  I  am  compelled  by  my  office  to  be  pe- 
remptory. The  entrance  is  impeded— lam  mudi 
c(M!ioemed  to  say  it*^your  lordship  must  stand 
back.'' 

'<  What  is  the  matter  ?"*  said  an  old  Scottish 
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ooUonaD,  who  had  been  spedung  with  George 
Heriot,  after  he  had  fleparated  from  Nigel,  and 
who  now  came  forwardy  observing  the  altercation 
betwixt  the  latter  and  Maxwell. 

<<  It  is  only  Master  Deputy-Chamberlain  Max- 
well,^ said  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  <<  express- 
ing his  joy  to  see  Lord  Glenvarloch  at  court, 
whose  fiuher  gave  him  his  office— at  least  I  think 
he  is  speaking  to  that  purport— for  your  lordship 
kens  my  imperfection.***  A  subdued  laugh,  such 
as  the  ^tuation  permitted,  passed  round  amongst 
those  who  heard  this  spedmen  of  Sir  Mungo^s 
sarcastic  temper.  But  the  old  nobleman  stepped 
still  more  forward,  saying,— -*<  What ! — ^the  son 
of  my  gallant  old  opponent,  Ochtred  Olifaunt  ? 
i^I  will  introduce  him  to  the  presence  myself.^ 

So  saying,  he  took  Nigel  by  the  arm,  without 
farther  ceremony,  and  was  about  to  lead  him  for- 
ward, when  Maxwell,  still  keeping  his  rod  across 
the  door,  said,  but  with  hesitation  and  embar- 
lassment^-— <<  My  lord,  this  gentleman  is  not 
known,  and  I  have  orders  to  be  scrupulous.^ 

«  Tutti-taiti,  man,"*  said  the  old  lord,  <'  I  will 
be  answerable  he  is  his  fathtr^s  son,  from  the  cut 


SS4  THE  FOUTITKES  OF  KIGEL. 

of  his  eye-brow— and  thou.  Maxwell,  knew  his 
father  well  enough  to  have  spared  thy  scruples. 
Let  us  pass,  man.^  So  saying,  he  put  aside  the 
deputy-chamberlain^s  rod,  and  entered  the  pre- 
sence-room, sull  holdingtheyoungmanby  the  arm. 

'*  Why,  I  must  know  you,  man,^  he  said ;  <^  I 
must  know  you.  I  knew  your  father  well,  man, 
and  I  have  broke  a  lance  and  crossed  a  blade  with 
him ;  and  it  is  to  my  credit  that  I  am  living  to 
brag  of  it.  He  was  kingVmaD,  and  I  was  queen  V 
man,  during  the  Douglas  wars— youQg  fellows 
both,  that  feared  neither  fire  nor  steel ;  and  we 
had  some  old  feudal  quarreb  bettde^  that  had 
come  down  from  father  to  son,  with  our  seal« 
rings,  two-handed  broad-^words,  and  plate-coats, 
and  the  crests  on  our  burgonets.^ 

<*  Too  loud,  my  Lord  of  Huntinglen,^  whisper- 
ed a  gentleman  of  the  chamber,*—*^  The  King ! 
—the  King  T 

The  old  Earl  (for  such  he  proved,)  took  the 
hint,  and  was  silent ;  and  James,  advancing  from 
a  side-door,  received  in  suooesuon  the  compli- 
ments of  strangers,  while  a  little  group  of  fa- 
vourite courtiers,  or  officers  of  the  household. 
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Stood  around  him,  to  whom  he  addressed  hhnself 
fitHQ  time  to  time.  Some  more  pains  had  been 
bestowed  on  his  tcnlette  than  upon  the  occasion 
when  we  first  presented  the  monarch  to  our  read- 
ers ;  but  there  was  a  natural  awkwardness  about 
his  figure  which  prevented  his  clothes  from  ut- 
ting  handsomely,  and  the  prudence  or  timidity  of 
his  dispoation  had  made  him  take  the  custom,  al- 
ready noticed,of  wearing  a  dress  so  thickly  quilted 
as  might  withstand  the  stroke  of  a  dagger,  which 
added  an  ungainly  stiffness  to  his  whole  appear- 
ance, contrastingoddly  with  thefri  volous,  ungrace- 
ful, and  fidgetting  motions  with  which  he  accom* 
panied  his  conversation.  And  yet,  though  the 
King^s  deportment  was  very  undignified,  he  had 
a  manner  so  kind,  familiar,  and  good-humoured, 
was  so  little  apt  to  veil  over  or  conceal  his  own 
foibles,  and  had  so  much  indulgence  and  sym- 
pathy for  those  of  others,  that  his  address,  jomed 
to  his  learning,  and  a  certain  proportion  of  shrewd 
mother-wit,  failed  not  to  make  a  favourable  im- 
presnon  on  those  who  approached  his  person. 
When  the  Earl  of  Huntinglen  had  presented 
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Nigel  to  his  SovereigDy  a  ceremony  which  the 
good  peer  took  upon  himaelf,  the  King  leoeiyed 
the  young  lord  very  graciously,  and  observed  to 
his  introducer,  that  he  '<  was  fain  to  see  them  twa 
stand  nde  by  ode ;  for  I  trow,  my  Lord  Hunt* 
inglen,^  continued  be,  '<  your  ancestors,  ay,  and 
e*en  your  lordship^s  self  and  this  lady's  fatha:,  have 
stood  front  to  front  at  the  sword^s  point,  and  that 
is  a  worse  posture.*" 

*^  Until  your  Majesty,^  said  Lord  Huntinglen, 
^  made  Lord  Ochtred  and  me  cross  palms,  upon 
the  memorable  day  when  your  Majesty  feasted 
all  the  nobles  that  were  at  feud  together,  and 
made  them  join  hands  in  your  presence——'^ 

*'  I  mind  it  weel,^  said  the  King ;  ^<  I  mind 
it  weel-*-it  was  a  blessed  day,  being  the  nineteen 
of  September,  of  all  days  in  the  year— and  it  was 
a  blithe  sport  to  see  how  some  of  the  carles  gim* 
ed  as  th^  clapped  loofs  together.  By  my  saul,  I 
thnufirht  some  of  them,  mair  spedal  the  Hieland 
duels,  wad  have  broken  out  in  our  own  presence ; 
but  we  caused  them  to  march  hand  in  hand  to  the 
Cross,  omrselves  leading  the  way,  and  there  drink 

• 
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a  blithe  cup  of  kindoem  with  ilk  other,  to  the 
staunching  of  feud,  and  perpetuation  of  amity. 
Auld  John  Anderson  was  Proyost  that  yeei^— 
the  carle  grat  for  joy,  and  the  Bailies  and  Coun- 
dllors  danced  bare-headed  in  ovtr  presence  like 
fiye-year-auld  ccdts,  for  very  triumph.^ 

**  It  was  indeed  a  happy  day,*"  said  Lord 
Huntinglen,  *^  and  will  not  be  forgotten  in  the 
history  of  your  Majesty^s  reign.** 

'^  I  would  not  that  it  were,  my  lord,^  replied 
the  Monarch — *'  I  would  not  that  it  were  jMrseter- 
mitted  in  our  annals.  Ay,  wj'-^Beaii  padfid. 
Jdy  English  lieges  here  may  weel  make  much 
of  me,  for  I  would  have  them  to  know,  they  have 
gotten  the  only  peaceable  man  that  ever  came 
of  my  family.  If  James  with  the  mery  Face  had 
oome  amongst  you,^  he  said,  Jooking  round  him, 
^  or  my  great  grandsire,  of  Flodden  memory  r 

^'  We  should  have  sent  him  back  to  the  north 
again,^  whispered  one  English  nobleman. 

^  At  least,^  said  another,  in  the  same  inau- 
dible tone,  **  we  should  have  had  a  num  to  our 
sovereign,  though  he  were  but  a  Sootdunan.* 
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<'  And  now,  my  young  springaldy'^  aaid  the 
King  to  Lord  Glenvarloch,  **  where  have  you 
been  spending  your  calf-time  ?*^ 

'*  At  LeydeD,  of  late,  may  it  please  your  Ma^ 
jesty,^  answered  Lord  Nigel. 

**  Aha !  a  scholar,^  said  the  King ;  <<  and,  by 
my  sauI,,  a  modest  and  ingenuous  youth,  that 
hath  not  forgotten  how  to  blush,  like  most  of  our 
travelled  Monineura.  We  will  treat  him  c»n- 
formably.^ 

Then  drawing  himself  up,  coughing  slightly, 
and  looking  around  him  with  the  conscious  im- 
portance of  superior  learning,  while  all  the  cour- 
tiers who  understood,  or  understood  not  Latin, 
jwessed  eagedy  forward  to  listen,  the  sapient  mo- 
narch prosecuted  his  inquiries  as  follows.-— 

'<  Hem  I  hem !  Salve  bisyquaierquesaloey  Gkn-* 
varJochides  natter  !  Nttperumne  ab  Lugduno 
Batavarum  BrUanniam  redUtH  T* 

The  young  nobleman  replied,  bowing  lowi^ 

^*  /ffio,  Bex  auguetissime^^HenniumJere  apud 
Lugdunentee  moraius  sum^ 

James  proceeded— 
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<c 


Bienmum  dida  f  bene,  bene,  cptumejbdum 
est — Nan  uno  die  quod  dicuni^'^nidligieii.  Do- 
mine  GlenvarJocbieneist  AhaT 

Nigel  replied  by  a  reverent  bow,  and  the  King, 
turning  to  those  behind  him,  aaid— - 

^^AdoleecenequidemingenuivuUueingenuique 
pudoris^  Then  resumed  his  learned  queries. 
^  Ei  quid  hodie  Lugdnmeneee  loqu/ufniwr^^Voe-- 
ame  vesltr  nihXl  ne  novi  ecripeUf'^^^Uhil  certe, 
quod  ddeoj  typie  recenter  edidit^ 

*^  Vakiquidem  VomuSj Rex benevolei^  replied 
Nigel,  ^  aei  senex  veneraiiaeimue  annum  agii, 
niJbUoTj  septuagesimumJ* 

^  Virumj  meherde,  vtx  tamgrandoBVum  credit 
derim,^  replied  the  monarch.  ^^  Et  VorsduaieUf 
''^Arminii  improbi  successor  ceque  ac  sectaior-^ 
Herosne  adhucy  ui  cum  Homero  loquar,  Zmn  vrf 

Nigel,  by  good  fortune,  remembered  that  Vors- 

tins,  the  divine  last  mentioned  in  his  Majesty^s 

queries  about  the  state  of  Dutch  literature,  had 

been  engaged  in  a  personal  controversy  with 

James,  in  wluch  the  King  had  taken  so  deep  an 
•  1 
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interest,  as  at  length  to  hint  in  his  puUic  corre- 
spondence with  the  United  States,  that  they  would 
do  well  to  apply  the  secular  arm  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  heresy  by  Tiolent  measures  against  the 
Professor'*8  person — a  demand  which  thar  Mighty 
Mightinesses  principles  of  universal  toleration  in« 
duced  them  to  elude,  though  with  some  difficul- 
ty. Knowing  all  this.  Lord  Glenvarloch,  though 
a  courtier  of  five  minutes  standing,  had  addicts 
enough  to  reply-— 

^  Vivum  quidemj  haud  diu  est,  homineni  vide- 
bam — vigere  auUm  quu  dicai  qwi  subjidminibug 
eloquentuB  tuce.  Rex  magnet  Jamdudum  pronus 
Jaceij  ei  proHraiusf^ 

This  last  tribute  to  his  polemical  powers  com- 
pleted Jameses  happiness,  which  the  triumph  of 


*  Lest  any  lady  or  gendeman  should  siupeet  tfaoe  is 
anghl  of  mystery  coaeealed  uader  the  sentences  pcintad  in 

lUdics^  they  will  be  plessed  to  understand  that  they  coo- 
tain  only  a  few  common-place  Latin  phrases^  relating  to 
the  state  of  letters  in  Holland,  which  neither  deserfe,  nor 
wonld  CDdnn,  a  literal  tnadation. 

7 


THE  FOIiTUMBS  OV  KIOEL.  841 


exhibiting  his  erudition  had  already  raised. to  a 
ooQsiderable  height. 

He  rubbed  hi^  hands,  snapped  bis  fingers,  fid- 
getted,  chuckled,  explainied — *'  Eugel  beUe !  op^ 
Hme  r  and  turning  to  the  Bishops  of  I/xeter  and 
Otford,  who  stood  behind  him,  he  sald,-^<<  Ye 
see,  my  lords,  no  bad  specimen  of  our  Scottish 
LiaUnity,  with  which  language  we  would  all  our 
subjects  of  England  were  as  well  embued  as  thb, 
and  other  youths  of  honourable  birth,  in  our  auld 
kingdom  ;  also,  we  keep  the  genuine  and  Roman 
pronunciation,  like  other  learned  nations  on  the 
continent,  sae  that  we  can  hold  communing  with 
any  scholar  in  the  universe,  who  can  but  speak 
the  Latin  toligue ;  whereas  ye,  our  learned  sub- 
jects of  England,  have  introduced  into  your  uni«. 
▼ernties,  otherwise  most  learned,  a  fashion  of 
pronouncing  hke  unto  the  *'  nippit  foot  and  clip- 
pit  foot,^  of  the  bride  in  the  fairy  tale,  whilk 
manner  of  speech,  (take  it  not  amiss  that  I  be 
round  with  you,)  can  be  understood  by  no  nation 
on  earth  saving  yourselves;  whereby  Latin,  quoad 
Anglos f  ceaseth  to  be  communis  lingua^  the  ge- 

▼oi*.  I*  Q 
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neral  dragoman,  or  interpreter,  between  all  the 
wise  men  of  the  earth."^ 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  bowed,  as  in  aoquies- 
oence  to  the  royal  oenaore;  but  he  of  Oxford 
stood  upright,  as  mindful  orer  what  subjects  bb 
see  extended,  and  as  being  equally  willing  to  be* 
oome  food  for  faggots  in  defenee  of  the  Latioitj 
of  the  univernty,  as  for  any  artade  of  his  religious 
creed. 

The  King,  without  awaiting  an  answer  from 
^ther  prelate,  proceeded  to  question  Lord  Nigel, 
but  in  the  vernacular  tongue,*—''  Weal,  my  like- 
ly Alumnus  of  the  Muses,  and  what  make  you 
so  far  from  the  north  ?" 

^  To  pay  my  homage  to  your  Majesty,^  said 
the  young  nobleman,  kneeling  on  one  kne^ ''  and 
to  lay  before  you,^  he  added, ''  this  my  humUe 
and  dutiful  SuppUcation.*" 

The  presenting  of  a  pistol  would  certainly  have 
startled  King  James  more,  but  could  (setting 
apart  the  fright)  hardly  have  been  moax  unplea- 
sing  to  his  indolent  disposition. 

''  And  is  it  even  so,  man  ?*  said  he;  ''  and  can 
no  single  man,  were  it  but  for  the  rarity  of  the 
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casBf  ever  come  up  fiae  Seotland,  ezoefitiog  ex 
propoiiio^'aQ  set  purpose,  to  see  what  he  can 
make  out  of  his  loving  Sovereign  ?  It  is  but 
three  dajs  syne  that  we  had  wed  n^h  lost  our 
life,  and  put  three  kingdoms  into  dule-weeds, 
from  the  over-haste  of  a  clumsy-handed  peasant, 
to  thrust  a  packet  into  our  hand,  and  now  we 
are  beset  by  the  like  impediment  in  our  very 
court  To  our  Secretary  with  that  gear,  my  lord 
— 4d  our  Secretary  with  that  gear.^ 

'*  I  have  already  offered  my  humble  Supplica- 
tion  to  your  Majesty^s  Secretary  of  State,""  said 
Lord  Glenvarloch— ^'  but  it  seems-       ^ 

*<  That  he  would  not  receive  it,  I  warrant  f*^ 
said  the  King,  interrupting  him ;  <<  by  my  saul, 
our  Secretary  kens  that  pomt  of  king-craft,  called 
refunng,  better  than  we  do,  and  will  look  at  no- 
thing but  what  he  likes  himsell-^I  think  I  wad 
make  a  better  Secretary  to  him  than  he  to  me."^ 
Wed,  my  lord,  you  are  wdcome  to  London ;  and, 
as  ye  seem  an  acute  and  learned  youth,  I  advise 
ye  to  turn  your  neb  northward  as  soon  as  ye  like, 
and  settle  yoursdl  for  a  while  at  Saint  Andrews, 
and  we  will  be  right  glad  to  hear  that  you  pros^ 
per  in  your  studies.«-*/ficumito  remisJurtiterJ* 
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While  the  King  spoke  thus,  he  held  the  peti- 
tion of  the  young  lord  carelessly,  like  one  who 
only  delayed  till  the  supplicanf  s  back  was  turned, 
to  throw  it  away,  or  at  least  lay  it  aride  to  be  no 
more  looked  at.  The  petitioner,  who  read  this 
in  his  cold  and  indifferent  looks,  and  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  twisted  and  crumpled  together 
the  paper,  arose  with  a  bitter  sense  of  anger  and 
disappointment,  made  a  profound  obeisance,  and 
was  about  to  retire  hastily.  But  Lord  Hunt- 
inglen,  who  stood  by  him,  checked  his  intention 
by  an  almost  imperceptible  touch  upon  the  skirt 
of  his  cloak,  and  Nigel,  taking  the  hint,  retreat- 
ed  only  a  few  steps  from  the  royal,  presence,  and 
then  made  a  pause.  In  the  meantime,  Lord 
Huntinglen  kneeled  before  James  in  his  turn, 
and  said-*-*'  May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  re- 
member, that  upon  one  certain  oocaaon  you  did 
promise  to  grant  me  a  boon  every  year  of  your 
sacred  life.^^ 

'*  I  mind  it  weel,  man,^  answered  James, 
*^  I  mind  it  weel,  and  good  reason  why — it  was 
when  you  unclasped  the  fause  traitor  Ruthven^s 
fangs  from  about  our  royal  throat,  and  drove 
your  dirk  into  him  like  a  true  subject.    We  did 
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then,  as  you  remind  us,  (whilk  was  unnecessary,) 
bang  partly  beude  ourselves  with  joy  at  our 
liberation,  promise  we  would  grant  you  a  free 
boon  every  year ;  whilk  promise,  on  our  coming 
to  mensefull  possesaonof  our  royal  faculties,  we 
did  confirm,  resMcHvf  always  and  conditi(mali* 
fCTf  that  your  lordship^s  demand  should  be  such 
as  we,  in  our  royal  disicretipD,  shopld  think  rea- 
sonable.* 

<c  Even  so,  gracious  Sovereign,^  said  the  old 
Earl,  **  and  may  I  yet  farther  crave  to  know,  if 
I  have  e^r  exceeded  the  bounds  of  your  royal 
benevolence  F** 

'*  By  my  word,  man,  no  !^  said  the  King ;  *^  I 
cannot  remember  you  have  asked  much  for  your- 
self, if  it  be  not  a  dog,  or  a  hawk,  or  a  buck  out 
of  our  park  at  Theobald^s,  or  such  like.  But  to 
what  serves  this  preiEace  ?^   . 

<*  To  the  boon  which  I  am  now  to  ask  of  your 
grace,^  said  Lord  Hundnglen ;  *^  which  is,  that 
your  Majesty  would  be  pleased,  on  the  instant,  to 
look  at  the  placet  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  and  do 
upon  it  what  your  own  j  ust  and  royal  nature  shall 
think  meet  and  just,  without  reference  to  your 
Secretary  or  any  other  of  your  Council.'" 
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*^  By  my  sau),  my  lord,  this  is  sbange,^  said 
the  King ;  **  ye  are  pleading  for  the  son  of  your 
enemy  !** 

^*  Of  one  who  was  my  enemy  till  your  Majesty 
made  him  my  friend,^  answered  Lord  Huntin- 
glen. 

<«  Weel  spoken,  my  lord  P  said  the  King ;  <*and 
with  a  true  Christian  spirit.  And,  respecting 
the  Supplication  of  this  young  man,  I  partly  guess 
where  the  matter  lies ;  and  in  plain  troth  I  had 
promised  to  George  Heriot  to  be  good  to  the  lad 
-^But  then,  here  the  shoe  pinches.  Steenie  and 
Baby  Charles  cannot  abide  him— neither  can  your 
own  son,  my  lord ;  and  so  methinks  he  had  bet- 
ter go  down  to  Scotland  before  he  comes  to  ill 
luck  by  them  " 

*'  My  son,  an  it  please  your  Majesty,  so  far  as 
he  is  concerned,  shall  not  direct  my  doings,^  said 
the  Earl,  '^  nor  any  wild-headed  young  man  of 
them  all." 

*•  Why,  neither  shall  they  mine,"  replied  the 
Monarch ;  **  by  my  father's  saul,  none  of  them 
all  shall  play  Rex  with  me— I  will  do  what  I 
will,  and  what  I  aught,  like  a  free  king." 
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*<  Your  Majerty  will  then  grant  me  my  boon  ?^ 
nid  the  Lord  Huntinglen.    - 

**  Ay»  many  will  I— Houunry  will  I,*^  add  the 
King  ;  ^*  but  follow  me  this  way,  man,  where  we 
may  be  more  private.^ 

He  led  Lord  Huntinglen  with  rather  a  hurried 
'Step  through  the  courtiers,  all  of  whom  gazed 
oonestly  on  this  unwonted  scene,  as  is  the  fashion 
c(  aD  courts  on  similar  occasions.  The  King 
passed  into  a  little  cabinet,  and  bade,  in  the  first 
moment.  Lord  Huntinglen  lock  or  bar  the  door ; 
but  countermanded  his  direction  in  the  next,  say- 
ing,*«-<<  No,  no,  no— >bread  o^  life,  man,  I  am  a 
free  King— -will  do  what  I  will  and  what  I  should 
-^I  am  Justus  et  tenax  proposkij  man-*«'neyerthe- 
less,  keep  by  the  door.  Lord  Huntinglen,  in  case 
Steenie  should  come  in  with  his  mad  humour.^ 

*<  O  my  poor  master,^  groaned  the  Earl  of 
Huntinglen.  '*  When  you  were  in  your  own  cold 
country,  you  had  warmer  blood  in  your  veins.*** 

The  Sling  hastily  glanced  over  the  petition  or 
memorial,  every  now  and  then  glancing  his  eye 
towards  the  door,  and  then  sinking  it  hastily  on 
the  paper,  ashamed  that  Lord  Huntinglen,  whom 
he  respected,  should  suspect  him  of  timidity. 
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**  To  grant  [the  trutfa,'^  he  said,  after  he  had 
fimshed  his  hasty  perusal,  "  this  is  a  hard  case ; 
and  harder  than  it  wta  represented  to  me,  though 
I  had  some  inkling  of  it  before.  And  so  the  lad 
only  w;9nt8  payment  of  the  siller  due  fiiom  us,  in 
order  to  i^laim  his  paternal  estate  ?  But  then, 
Huutinglen,  the  lad  wUl  have  other  debts— and 
for  what  burthen  hioiiaell  with  sae  mony  acres  of 
barren  woodland  ?  let  the  land  gang,  man,  let  the 
land  gang ;  Steenie  has  the  promise  of  it  from 
our  Scottish  Chancellor — it  is  the  b^t  hunting 
ground  in  Scotland — apd  Baby  Charles  and  Stee- 
nie want  to  kill  a  buck  there  this  next  year — ^they 
maun  hae  the  land — they  maun  hae  the  land ; 
and  our  debt  shall  be  paid  to  the  young  man 
plack  and  bawbee,  and  he  may  have  the  spend- 
ing of  it  at  our  court ;  or  if  he  has  such  an  eard 
hunger,  wouns !  man,  we^ll  stuff  his  stomach  with 
English  land,  which  is  worth  twice  as  much,  ay, 
ten  times  as  much,  as  these  accursed  hills  and 
beughs,  and  mosses  and  muirs,  that  he  issae  keen 
After.'' 

All  this  while  the  poor  King  ambled  up  and 

down  the  apartment  in  a  piteous  state  of  uncer- 
tainty, which  was  made  more  ridiculous  by  his 
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shamblHig  circular  mode  of  managing  his  legs, 
and  his  ungainly  fashion  of  fiddling  on  such  oc- 
casicHis  with  the  bunches  of  ribbands  which  fas- 
tened the  lower  part  of  his  dress. 

Lord  Huntinglen  listened  with  great  compo- 
sure, and  answered,  '^  An  it  please  your  Majesty, 
there  was  an  answer  yielded  by  Naboth  when 
Ahab  coveted  his  vineyard — *  The  Lord  forbid 
that  I  should  g^ve  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers 
unto  thee.'  ^ 

"  Ey,  my  lord— ey,  my  lord  !^  ejaculated 
James,  while  all  the  colour  mounted  both  to  his 
cheek  and  nose ;  **  I  hope  ye  mean  not  to  teach 
me  divinity  ?  Ye  need  not  fear,  my  lord,  that  I 
will  shun  to  do  justice  to  every  man ;  and,  since 
your  lordship  will  give  me  no  help  to  take  up 
this  in  a  more  peaceful  manner—- whilk,  methinks, 
would  be  better  for  the  young  man,  as  I  said  be- 
fore,-—why— nnnce  it  maun  be  so— -''sdeath,  I 
am  a  free  king,  man,  and  he  shall  have  his  money 
and  redeem  his  land,  and  make  a  kirk  and  a 
miln  of  it,  an  he  will.^  So  saying,  he  hastily 
wrote  an  order  on  the  Scottish  Exchequer  for 
the  sum  in  question,  and  then  added^  ^^  How 
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they  are  to  pay  it  I  see  not ;  but  I  wanrant  he 
will  find  money  on  the  order  among  the  gold> 
smiths,  who  can  find  it  for  every  one  but  me.-— 
And  now  you  see,  my  Lord  of  Huntinglen,  that 
I  am  neither  an  untrue  man,  to  deny  you  the 
boon  whilk  I  became  bound  for,  nor  an  Ahab, 
to  covet  Naboth^s  vineyard ;  nor  a  mere  nose-of* 
wax,  to  be  twisted  this  way  and  that,  by  favou- 
rites and  councillors  at  their  pleasure.  I  think 
you  will  grant  now  that  I  am  none  of  those  ?^ 

^  You  are  my  own  native  and  noble  Prince,^ 
said  Huntinglen,  as  he  knelt  to  kiss  the  royal 
band— ***  just  and  generous,  whenever  you  listen 
to  the  workings  of  your  own  heart^ 

^*  Ay,  ay,^  said  the  Sing,  laughing  good-na- 
turedly, as  he  raised  his  faithful  servant  from  the 
ground,  '*  that  is  what  ye  all  say  when  I  do 
any  thing  to  please  ye.  There — there,  take  the 
agOp-manual,  and  away  with  you  and  this  young 
fellow.  I  wonder  Steenie  and  Baby  Charles  have 
not  broken  in  on  us  before  now.^ 

Lord  Huntinglen  hastened  from  the  cabinet, 
fbresedng  a  scene  at  wluch  he  was  unwilling  to 
be  present,  but  which  sometimes  occurred  when 


James  roused  himself  so  far  as  to  exert  his  own 
fiee  will,  of  which  he  boasted  so  mueh,  in  sfMte 
of  that  of  his  imperious  favourite  Steenie,  as  he 
called  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  from  a  suppo- 
aed  resemblance  betwixt  his  very  handsome  coun- 
tenance, and  that  with  which  the  Italian  artists 
represented  the  proto-martyr  Stephen.  In  fact, 
the  haughty  favourite,  who  had  the  unusual  good 
fiirtune  to  stand  as  high  in  the  opinion  of  the 
hdr-apparent  as  of  the  existing  monarch,  had 
coonderably  diminished  his  respect  towards  the 
latter ;  and  it  was  apparent,  to  the  more  shrewd 
courtiers,  that  James  endured  his  domination  ra- 
ther from  habit,  timidity,  and  a  dread  of  encoun- 
tering  his  stormy  passions,  than  from  any  heart- 
felt continuation  of  regard  towards  him,  whose 
greatness  had  been  the  work  of  his  own  hands. 
To  save  himself  the  pain  of  seeing  what  was 
likely  to  take  place  on  the  Duke^s  return,  and  to 
preserve  the  King  from  the  additionid  humilia- 
tion which  the  presence  of  such  a  witness  must 
have  occasioned,  the  Earl  1^  the  cabinet  as  speed- 
ily as  possible,  having  first  carefully  pocketed  the 
impcvtant  mgn-manual. 
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No  sooner  had  he  entered  the  pre8ence.-room, 
than  he  hastily  sought  Lord  Glenvarloch,  who 
had  withdrawn  into  the  embrazure  of  one  of  the 
windows,  from  the  general  gaze  of  men  who 
seemed  disposed  only  to  afford  him  the  notice 
which  arises  from  surprise  and  curiosity,  and  t»» 
king  lum  by  the  arm,  without  speaking,  led  him 
out  of  the  presence-chamber  into  the  first  anti- 
room.  Here  they  found  the  worthy  goldsmith, 
who  approached  them  with  looks  of  curiouty, 
which  were  diecked  by  the  old  lord,  who  said 
hastily,—^'  All  is  well. — Is  your  barge  in  wut- 
ing?^  Heriotansweredintheaffirmative.  ^^Then,^ 
said  Lord  Huntinglen,  ^'  you  shall  give  me  a  cast 
in  it,  as  the  watermen  say,  and  I,  in  requital,  will 
give  y^  both  your  dinner ;  for  we  must  have 
some  conversation  together.^ 

They  both  followed  the  Earl  without  speak- 
ing, and  were  in  the  second  and-room  when  the 
important  annunciation  of  the  ushers,  and  the 
hasty  murmur  with  which  all  made  ample  way  as 
the  company  repeated  to  each  other,-— *^  The 
Duke— the  Duke  !'*  made  them  aware  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  omnipotent  favourite. 
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He  entered,  that  unhappy  minion  of  court  £iu 
▼our,  sumptuously  dressed  in  the  jncturesque  at- 
tire which  will  live  for  ever  on  the  canras  of  Van- 
dyke, and  which  marks  so  well  the  proud  age, 
when  aristocracy,  though  undemuned  and  nod- 
ding to  its  fall,  stiU,  by  external  show  and  pro- 
fuse  expence,  endeavoured  to  assert  its  paramount 
superiority  over  the  inferior  orders.  The  hand- 
some and  commanding  countenance,  stately  form, 
and  graceful  action  and  manners  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  made  him  become  that  picturesque 
dress  beyond  any  man  of  his  time.  At  present, 
however,  his  countenance  seemed  ctiscomposed, 
his  dress  a  little  more  disordered  than  became  the 
place,  his  step  hasty,  and  his  voice  imperative. 

All  marked  the  angry  spot  upon  his  bibw,  and 
bore  back  so  suddenly  to  make  way  for  him,  that 
the  Earl  of  Huntinglen,  who  affected  no  extra- 
ordinary haste  on  the  occasion,  with  his  compa- 
nions, who  could  not,  if  they  would,  have  decent- 
ly  left  him,  remiuned  as  it  were  by  themselves  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  and  in  the  very  path  of 
the  angry  favourite.  He  touched  his  cap  sternly 
as  he  looked  on  Huntinglen,  but  unbonnctted  to 
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Heriot,  and  sunk  his  beaver,  with  its  shadowy 
plume,  as  low  as  the  floor,  with  a  profound  air  of 
mock  respect  In  returning  his  greeting,  which 
he  did  simply  and  unaffectedly,  the  citizen  only 
said, — **  Too  much  courtesy,  my  lord  duke,  is 
often  the  reverse  of  idndness.^ 

*^  I  grieve  you  should  think  so.  Master  He- 
riot,^  answered  the  Duke ;  ^^  I  only  meant,  by 
my  homage,  to  claim  your  protection,  sir—your 
patronage.  You  are  become,  I  understand,  a 
solicitor  of  suits — a  promoter— ^m  undertaker— 
a  fautor  of  court  suitors  of  mecit  and  quality, 
who  chance  to  be  pennyless.  Itrust  your  bags 
will  bear  you  •out  in  your  new  boast^ 

"  They  will  bear  me  the  farther,  my  lord 
duke,^  tmswered  the  goldsmith,  ^*  that  my  boast 
is  but  small.^ 

^*  O,  you  do  yourself  less  than  justice,  my 
good  Master  Heriot,^  continued  the  Duke,  in 
the  same  tone  of  irony ;  **  you  have  a  marvel- 
lous court-faction,  to  be  the  son  of  an  Edinburgh 
tinker.  Have  the  goodness  to  prefer  me  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  higfa-bcNm  nobleman  who  is  ho- 
noured  and  advantaged  by  your  patronage.*" 
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<<  That  flball  be  mff  task,""  said  Lord  Huntin. 
glen,  vith  emphasis.  <<  Mj  Lord  Duke,  I  de- 
ore  jou  to  know  Nigel  Olifiuint,  Lord  Glenvar- 
h)ch9  representative  of  one  of  the  most  ancient 
and  powevfol  baronial  houses  in  Scotland.— Lord 
Glenvarlochy  I  present  you  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  representative  of  Sir 
George  Yilhers  Knight,  of  Brookesby,  in  the 
county  of  Leicester.^ 

The  Duke  coloured  still  more  high  as  he  bow- 
ed to  Lord  G4envarloch  soomftiUy,  a  courtesy 
which  the  other  returned  hauj^tily,  and  with  re- 
strained  indignation.  *^  We  know  eadb  other, 
then,^  said  the  Duke,  after  a  mementos  pause, 
and  as  if  he  had  seen  something  in  the  young  no. 
Ueman  which  merited  more  serious  notfte  than 
the  bitter  raillery  with  which  he  had  commenced. 
**  We  know  each  other — and  you  know  me,  my 
lord,  for  your  encmy.^ 

**  I  thank  you  for  your  plainness,  my  lord 
duke,^  replied  Nigel ;  <<  an  open  enemy  is  bet- 
ter than  a  hdlow  friend.^ 

<<  For  you,  my  Lord  Huntinglai,^  said  the 
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Duke,  '^  methinks  you  have  but  now  overstep, 
ped  the  limits  of  the  indulgence  permitted  to  you, 
as  the  father  of  the  Prince'^s  friend,  and  my  own.^ 

**  By  my  faith,  my  lord  duke,^  replied  the 
Earl,  ^<  it  is  easy  for  any  one  to  outstep  bound« 
aries,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  was  not  aware. 
It  is  neither  to  secure  my  protection  nor  iq^ 
probation^  that  my  son  keeps  suoh  exalted  com- 
pany.** 

**  O,  my  lord,  we  know  you,  aidd  indulge 
you,**  said  the  Duke ;  ^<  you  are  one  of  those  who 
presume  for  a  life^Iong  upon  the  merit  of  one 
good  action.** 

^*  In  faith,  my  lord,  and  if  it  be  so,**  said  the 
old  Earl,  ^*  I  have  at  least  the  advantage  of  such 
as  presutne  more  than  I  do,  without  having  done 
any  action  of  merit  whatever.  But  I  mean  not 
to  quarrel  with  you,  my  lord-— we  can  neither 
be  friends  nor  enemies — ^you  have  your  path,  and 
I  have  mine.** 

Buckingham  only  replied  by  throwing  on  his 
bonnet,  and  shaking  its  lofty  plume  with  a  care- 
less and  scornful  toss  of  the  head.    They  parted 

15 
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tfauB ;  the  Duke  walking  onwards  through  the 
apartments,  and  the  others  leaidng  the  palace  and 
xepuring  to  Whitehall  staurs,  where  they  embark- 
ed on  board  the  barge  of  the  citizen. 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Bid  not  tibj  fbrtane  trail  vpoo  the  whcdi 
Of  jooder  dandng  eubct  of  iiiott]«d  bone  { 
And  drown  it  not,  llko  Egypt*t  topi  httlot, 
DiMoliing  her  ridi  pewl  in  the  brimmM  wine-oop. 
Tbew  ne  the  vti,  Lothario,  which  ifarink  acrcf 
Into  brief  yardi    bring  sterling  pound*  to  finthingi, 
Credit  to  infamy ;  and  the  poor  gull 
Who  might  have  lived  an  honour*d,  eaay  liftt| 
To  rain,  and  an  unr^arded  giavOi 

Whsh  they  were  fairiy  embarked  on  the 
Thames,  the  Earl  took  from  his  pocket  the  Sup. 
plication,  and  pointing  out  to  George  Heriot  the 
royal  warrant  indorsed  thereon,  asked  him,  if  it 
were  in  due  and  regular  form  ?  The  worthy  d- 
tizen  hastily  read  it  orer,  thrust  forth  his  hand 
as  if  to  congratulate  the  Lord  Glenvarloch,  then 
checked  himself,  pulled  out  his  barnacles,  (a  pre- 
sent fiom  old  David  Ramsay,)  and  again  peru- 
sed the  warrant  with  the  most  business-like  and 
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attention.  *^  It  is  strictly  correct  and 
formal,^  he  said,  lodung  to  the  Earl  of  Huntuu 
glen  s  ^  and  I  sincerely  rejoice  at  it^ 

'*  I  douht  nothing  of  its  formality,^  said  the 
Earl;  **  the  Vang  understands  business  well, 
and  if  he  does  not  practise  it  often,  it  is  only  be- 
cause indolence  obscures  parts  which  are  natu» 
rally  weU  qualified  for  the  dischaige  of  affws. 
But  what  is  next  to  be  done  for  our  young  friend, 
Master  Heriot !  You  know  how  I  am  circum- 
stanced.  Scottish  lords  living  at  the  English 
court  have  seldom  command  ci  money ;  yet,  un- 
less a  sum  can  be  presently  raised  on  this  war- 
rant, matters  standing  as  you  hastily  hinted  to 
me,  the  mortgage,  wadsett,  or  whatever  it  is 
called,  will  be  foreclosed.^ 

^^  It  is  true,^  said  Heriot,  in  some  embarrass- 
ment ;  '^  there  is  a  large  sum  wanted  in  redemp- 
tion—-yet,  if  it  is  not  raised,  there  will  be  an  ex- 
^y  of  the  legal,  as  our  lawyers  call  it,  and  the 
estate  will  be  evicted.^ 

**  My  noble— my  worthy  friends,  who  have 
taken  my  cause  up  so  undeservedly,  so  unex- 
pectedly,^ said  Nigel,  "  do  not  let  me  be  a  bur- 
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den  on  your  kindness.  You  have  abeady  done 
too  mudi  where  nothing  was  merited  * 

<*  Peace,  man,  peace,^  said  Lord  Huntinglen, 
^  and  let  old  Heriot  and  I  puzale  this  scent  out 
He  is  about  to  opeiH-faark  to  him  P 

<'  My  lord,**  said  the  citizen,  *'  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  sneers  at  our  city  money-bags;  yet 
they  can  sometimes  open,  to  propafalling  and  a 
noble  house.^ 

*<  We  know  th^  can,*  said  Lord  Huntinglen 
.»«  mind  not  Buckingham,  he  is  a  Peg-a^Ram- 
say— and  now  for  the  remedy** 

'*  I  partly  hinted  to  Lord  Glenvarloch  already,* 
siud  Heriot,  ^*  that  the  redemption-money  might 
be  advanced  upon  such  a  warrant  as  the  present, 
and  I  will  engage  my  credit  that  it  can.  But  then, 
in  order  to  secure  the  lender,  he  must  come  in 
the  shoes  of  Uie  creditor  to  whom  he  advances 
payment* 

^'  Come  in  his  shoes  !*  replied  the  Earl ;  **  Why, 
what  have  boots  or  shoes  to  do  with  this  matter, 
my  good  friend  ?* 

*^  It  is  a  law  phrase,  my  lord.  My  experience 
has  made  me  pick  up  a  few  of  them,*  said  Heriot.* 
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^<  Ay,  and  of  better  things  alongst  with  them. 
Master  George/*  replied  Lord  Huminglen;  '*  but 
what  means  it  ?" 

<<  Simply  tbis,^  resumed  the  dtizen ;  *<  that  the 
lender  of  this  money  will  transact  with  the  holder 
of  the  mortgage,  or  wadsett,  over  the  estate  of 
Glenvarloch,  and  obtain  from  him  such  a  convey- 
ance  to  his  right  as  shall  leave  the  lands  pledged 
lor  the  debt,  in  case  the  warrant  upon  the  Scottish 
Exchequer  should  prove  unproductive.  I  fear, 
in  this  uncertainty  of  public  cre^t,  that,  without 
some  such  counter-security,  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  find  so  large  a  sum.^ 

<<  Ho  la  r  said  the  Earl  of  Huntinglen,  '<  halt 
there  I  a  thought  strikes  me.— What  if  the  new 
creditor  should  admire  the  estate  as  a  hundng- 
field,  as  much  as  my  Lord  Grace  of  Buckingham 
seems  to  do,  and  should  wish  to  kill  a  buck  there 
in  the  summer  season  ?  It  seems  to  me,  that  on 
your  plan.  Master  Greorge,  our  new  friend  will  be 
as  well  entitled  to  block  Lord  Glenvarloch  out  of 
his  inheritance  as  the  present  holder  of  the  mort- 

The  ducen  laughed.    '<  I  will  engage,"*  he 
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saad)  ^'  that  the  keenest  sportsman  to  whom  I 
may  apply  on  this  oceasion,  shall  not  have  a 
thought  beyond  the  Lord  Mayor^s  Easter-bant^ 
in  Epping-Forest.  But  your  lordship^s  caation 
is  reasonable.  The  creditor  must  be  bound  to 
allow  Lord  Gknrarloch  sufficient  time  to  redeem 
his  estate  by  means  of  the  royal  warrant — they 
must  waive  in  his  favour  the  right  of  instant  fore- 
doBure,  which  may  be,  I  diould  think,  the  more 
easily  managed,  as  the  right  of  redemption  must 
be  exercised  in  his  own  name.^ 

^*  But  where  shall  we  find  a  person  in  London 
fit  to  draw  the  necessary  writings?^  said  the 
Earl.  <<  If  my  old  friend  STir  Jdm  Skene  df  Hal- 
yards had  lived,  we  should  havte  had  Ins  advice ; 
but  time  presses^  and— — ^"^ 

^  I  know,^  said  Heriot,  **  an  orphan  lad,  a 
scrivener,  that  dwells  by  Temple-Bar ;  he  can 
draw  deeds  both  after  the  English  and  Scotch 
fashion,  and  I  have  trusted  him  often  in  things 
of  weight  and  of  importance.  I  will  send  one  of 
my  serving-men  for  him,  and  the  mutual  deeds 
may  be  executed  in  your  lordship^s  presence ;  fot 
as  things  stand,  there  should  be  no  delay .^   His 
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;  and,  as  tbejrnow  land* 
ed  upon  the  ptiyate  stmra  leading  down  to  the 
river  fi^m  the  gardens  of  the  handsome  hotel 
whidi  he  inhabited,  the  messenger  was  dispatch- 
ed without  lofle  of  time. 

Nigel,  who  had  sate  ahnost  stupified  while 
theoe  Makus  friends  volunteered  for  him  in  ar- 
ranging the  measures  by  whidi  his  fortune  was 
to  be  disembarrassed,  now  made  another  eager 
attempt  to  force  upon  them  his  broken  eiqpres- 

« 

rions  of  thanks  and  gratitude.  But  he  was  again 
silenced  by  Lord  Huntinglen,  who  declared  he 
would  hear  no  word  on  that  topic,  and  proposed 
instead,  that  they  should  take  a  turn  in  the  pleach- 
ed alley,  or  nt  upon  the  stone  bench  which  over- 
looked the  Thames,  until  his  son^s  arrival  should 
give  the  signal  for  dinner. 

*^  I  desire  to  introduce  Dalgamo  and  JLord 
Glenvarloch  to  each  other,^  he  said,  ^^  as  two  who 
will  be  near  neighbours,  and  I  trust  will  be  more 
kind  ones  than  thdir  fathers  were  formerly.  There 
is  but  three  Soots  miles  betwiict  the  castles,  and 
the  turrets  of  the  one  are  viable  from  the  battle- 
ments of  the  otber.^ 
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The  old  Earl  was  siloit  for  amomenty  and  u^ 
peared  to  muse  upon  the  recollections  which  the 
vicinity  of  the  casdes  had  summoned  up. 

^<  Does  Lord  Dalgamo  follow  the  court  to 
Newmarket  next  week  ?^  said  Heriot,  by  way 
of  removing  the  conversatioui 

**  He  proposes  8o»  I  think,^  answered  Lord 
HuntLnglen^  relapsed  into  his  reverie  for  a  mi- 
nute or  two,  and  then  addressed  Nigel  somewhat 
abruptly— 

*<  My  young  friend,  when  you  attain  possesion 
of  your  inheritance,  as  I  trust  you  soon  will,  I 
trust  you  willnotaddonetotheidlefidlowersof 
the  court,  but  reside  on  your  patrimonial  estate, 
dierish  your  andient  tenants,  relieve  and  assist 
your  poor  kinsmen,  protect  the  poor  against  sub- 
altern oppression,  and  do  what  our  fathers  used 
to  do,  with  fewer  lights  and  with  less  means  than 
we  have.** 

''  And  yet  the  advice  to  keep  the  country,^ 
sud  Heriot,  <*  comes  {ram.  an  andent  and  con- 
stant ornament  of  the  oourt^ 

^<  From  an  old  courtier  indeed,""  said  the  Earl, 
**  and  the  first  of  my  family  that  could  so  write 
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himself— my  gtey  beard  falls  cm  a  cambric  ru£P, 
and  a  silken  doublet — ^my  father^s  descended  up- 
on a  buff  coat  and  a  breast-plate.  I  would  not 
that  these  days  of  battle  returned ;  but  I  should 
love  well  to  make  the  oaks  of  my  old  forest  of 
Dalgamo  ring  once  more  with  halloo,  and  horn, 
and  hound)  and  to  have  the  old  stone-arched  hall 
return  the  hearty  shout  of  my  vassals  and  tenants, 
as  the  bicker  and  Uie  quaigh  walked  their  rounds 
amongst  them.  I  should  like  to  see  the  broad 
Tay  once  more  before  I  die— not  even  theThames 
can  match  it,  in  my  mind.^ 

*'  Surely,  my  lord/*  said  the  citizen,  ^^  all  this 
might  be  easily  done— 4t  costs  but  a  moments 
resolution,  and  the  journey  of  some  brief  days, 
and  you  would  be  where  you  desire  to  b&-«-what 
is  there  to  prevent  you  ?^ 

''  Habits,  Master  George,  habits,*  replied  the 
Earl,  *'  which  to  young  men  are  like  threads  of 
nlk,  so  lightly  are  they  worn,  so  soon  broken ;  but 
which  hang  on  our  old  limbs  as  if  time  had  stif- 
fened them  into  gyves  of  iron.  To  go  to  Scotland 
for  a  brief  space  were  but  labour  in  vain ;  and 
when  I  think  of  abiding  there,  I  cannot  bring 
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myself  to  leaye  my  old  MaaCer,  to  whom  I  fancy 
myself  sometimes  useful,  and  whose  weal  and  woe 
I  hare  shared  for  so  many  yean.  But  Dalgarno 
shall  be  a  Scottish  noUe.^ 

<<  Has  he  vimted  the  North  T  sud  Heriot 

'^  He  was  there  last  year,  and  made  sudi  a  re« 
port  of  the  country^  that  the  Prince  has  expressed 
a  longing  to  see  it^ 

<<  Lord  Dalgam6  is  in  hi^h  grace  with  his 
Highness,  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  P*  ob- 
served the  goldsmith. 

'*  He  is  so»^  answered  the  Earl,— ^'^  I  pray  it 
maybefortheadTantageofthemalL  The  Prince 
is  just  and  equitable  in  his  soitiments,  though  cold 
and  stately  in  bis  manners,  and  very  obstinate  in 
his  most  trifling  purposes ;  and  the  Duke,  noble 
and  gallant,  and  generous  and  open,  is  fiery, 
amUtious,  and  impetuous.  Dalgarno  has  none 
of  these  faults,  and  such  as  he  may  have  of  his 
own,  may  perchance  be  corrected  by  the  society 
in  which  he  moves.— See,  here  he  comes.^ 

Lord  Dalgarno  accordingly  advanced  from  the 
farther  end  of  the  alley  to  the  bench  on  which  his 
father  and  his  guests  were  seated,  so  that  Nigel 
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bad  full  lebtire  to  peruse  his  oountenanoe  and  fi- 
gure. He  was  dressed  point-device,  and  almost 
to  extremity,  in  the  splendid  fashion  of  the  time, 
whidi  suited  well  with  his  age^  probably  about 
fiveuand-twenty,  with  a  noble  form  and  fine  coun- 
tenance, in  which  last  could  easily  be  traced  the 
manly  features  of  his  father,  but  scrftened  by  a 
more  habitual  air  of  assiduous  courtesy  than  the 
stout  old  Earl  had  ever  condescended  to  Assume 
towards  the  world  in  general.  In  other  respecta, 
his  address  was  gallant,  free,  and  unencumbered 
ather  by  pride  or  ceremony-^iar  remote  certdioly 
from  the  charge  either  of  haughty  coldness  ot  for^ 
ward  impetuosity ;  and  so  far  his  father  had  justly 
freed  him  from  the  marked  faults  which  he  ascri* 
bed  to  the  manners  of  the  Prince  and  his  faTOth- 
rite  Buckingham. 

Wfaik  the  old  Eofl  presented  his  young  ac- 
quaintance Lord  Glenyarloch  to  his  sod,  as  one 
whom  he  would  have  him  love  and  honour,  Nigel 
marked  the  countenance  of  Lord  Dalgarno  dose- 
ly,  to  see  if  he  could  detect  aught  of  that  secret 
dislike  which  the  King  had,  in  one  of  his  bro- 
ken expostulations,  seemed  to  intimate,  as  ari- 
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ung  from  a  dashing  of  interests  betwixt  his  new 
friend  and  the  great  Buckingham.  But  nothing 
of  this  was  visible ;  on  the  contrary.  Lord  Dal- 
gamo  received  his  new  acquaintance  with  the 
open  frankness  and  courtesy  which  makes  con- 
quest at  onoe,  when  addressed  to  the  feelings  of 
an  ingenious  young  man. 

It  need  hardly  be  told  that  his  open  and  friend- 
ly  address  met  equally  ready  and  cheerful  accep- 
taticm  from  Nigel  Olifaunt  For  many  months, 
and  while  a  youth  not  much  above  two4uid-twen* 
ty,  he  had  been  restrained  by  circumstances  from 
the  conversation  of  his  contemporaries.  When, 
on  his  father^s  sudden  death,  he  left  the  Low  Coun- 
tries for  Scotland,  he  had  found  himself  involved, 
apparently  inextricably,  with  the  details  of  the  law, 
all  of  which  threatened  to  end  in  the  alienation  of 
the  patrimony  which  should  support  his  heredi- 
tary rank«  £[is  term  of  sincere  mourning,  jcnned 
to  injured  pride  and  the  swelling  of  the  heart  un- 
der unexpected  and  undeserved  misfortune,  toge- 
ther with  the  uncertainty  attending  Uie  issue  of 
his  afiairs,  had  induced  the  young  Lord  Glenvar- 
locfa  to  lead,  while  in  Scotland,  a  very  private  and 
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reserved  course  of  life.  How  he  had  passed  his 
tune  in  London^  the  reader  is  acquainted  irith. 
But  this  melancholy  and  secluded  course  of  life 
was  nather  i^reeable  to  his  age  nor  to  his  ten^ 
per,  which  was  genial  and  sociable.  He  hailed, 
therefore,  with  nnoere  pleasure,  the  approaches 
wludi  a  young  man  of  his  own  age  and  rank  made 
towards  him ;  and  when  he  had  exchanged  with 
Lord  Dalgamo  some  of  those  words  and  signals 
by  which,  as  surely  as  by  those  of  free-masonry, 
young  people  recognize  a  mutual  wish  to  be  agree- 
able to  each  other,  it  seemed  as  if  the  two  noble- 
men had  been  acquainted  for  some  time. 

Just  as  this  tadt  intercourse  had  been  establish* 
ed,  one  of  Lord  Huntinglen^s  attendants  came 
down  the  alley,  marshalling  onwards  a  man  dress* 
ed  in  black  buckram,  who  followed  him  with  con- 
siderable speed,  considering  that,  according  to 
his  sense  of  reverence  and  propriety,  he  kept  his 
body  bent  and  parallel  to  the  horizon  from  the 
moment  that  he  came  in  sight  of  the  company  to 
which  he  was  about  to  be  presented. 

'^  Who  is  this,  you  cuckoldy  knave,^  said  the 
old  lord,  who  had  retained  the  keen  appetite  and 
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impadence  of  a  Scotish  Baron  even  during  a  long 
alienatkm  from  his  native  Gountry ;  **  and  why 
does  John  Cook,  with  a  murrain  to  him,  keep 
back  dinner  f^ 

^*  I  belieye  we  are  ourselves  responnble  for 
this  person'^s  intruaon,^  said  George  Heriot; 
*^  this  is  the  scrivener  whom  we  desired  to  see.*— 
Look  up,  man,  and  see  us  in  the  fiioe  as  an  ho- 
nest man  should,  instead  of  Ijearing  thy  noddle 
charged  against  us  thus  like  a  battering-ram.*^ 

The  scrivener  did  look  up  accordingly,  with 
the  action  of  an  automaton  which  suddenly  obeys 
the  impulse  of  a  pressed  spring.  But,  strange  to 
tell,  not  even  the  haste  he  had  made  to  attoid  his 
patron^s  mandatJcm,  a  business,  as  Master  He. 
liot^s  message  expressed,  of  weight  and  impor. 
tanoe— nay,  not  even  the  state  of  depresoon  in 
which,  out  of  sheer  humility  doubtless,  he  had 
his  head  stooped  to  the  earth  from  the  moment  he 
had  trode  the  demesnes  of  ihe  Earl  of  Huntin* 
glen,  had  called  any  colour  into  his  countenance. 
The  drops  stood  on  his  brow  from  haste  and  toil, 
but  his  cheek  was  still  pale  and  tallow-coloured  as 
before ;  nay,  what  seemed  stranger,  his  very  hair, 
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wheD  he  ndsed  his  head,  hung  down  on  either 
cheek  as  straight  and  sleek  and  undisturbed  as  it 
was  when  we  first  introduced  him  to  our  readers, 
seated  at  his  quiet  and  humble  desk* 

Lord  Dalgamo  could  not  forbear  a  stifled 
laugh  at  the  ridiculous  and  puritanical  figure 
which  presented  itself  like«a  starved  anatomy  to 
the  company,  and  whispered  at  the  same  time 
into  Lord  Glenvarloch^s 


"  The  deril  damn  thee  black,  thoo  cream-fiioed  loon^ 
Where  got'st  thoa  that  goose  look?" 

Nigel  was  too  little  acquainted  with  the  Eng. 
lish  stage,  to  understand  a  quotation  which  had 
already  grown  matter  of  common  alluaon  in  Lon* 
doD.  Lord  Dalgamo,  saw  that  he  was  not  un- 
d^rstood,  and  coptinued,  '*  That  feUow,  by  his 
visage,  should  either  be  a  saint,  or  a  most  hypo- 
critical rogue*-ai]4  such  is  my  excellent  opinion 
of  human  nature,  that  I  always  suspect  the 
worst.  But  they  seem  deep  in  business.  Will 
you  make  a  turn  with  me  in  the  garden,  my  lord, 
or  will  you  remain  a  member  of  the  serious  con- 
clave?* 
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<<  With  70U9  my  lord,  most  willingly,^  said 
Nigel ;  and  they  were  turning  away  accordingly, 
when  Gkorge  Heriot,  with  the  formality  belong- 
ing  to  his  station,  observed,  that,  ^'  as  their  buffi« 
ness  concerned  Lord  Olenvarloch,  he  had  better 
remain,  to  make  himsdf  master  of  it,  and  witness 
to  it* 

^<  My  presence  is  utterly  needless,  my  good 
lord ;— and,  my  best  friend.  Master  Heriot,**  said 
the  young  nol)leman,  *'  I  shall  understand  no» 
thing  the  better  for  cumbering  you  with  my  ig- 
norance in  these  matters;  and  can  only  say  at 
the  end,  as  I  now  say  at  the  banning,  that  I 
dare  not  take  the  helm  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
kind  pilots  who  have  already  guided  my  course 
within  sight  of  a  &ir  and  unhoped-fbr  hav^i. 
Whatever  you  recommend  to  me  as  fitting,  I 
shall  sign  and  seal ;  and  the  import  of  the  deeds 
I  will  better  learn  by  a  brief  explanation  fiom 
Master  Heriot,  if  he  will  bestow  so  much  trou- 
ble in  my  behalf,  than  by  a  thousand  learned 
words  and  law  terms  from  this  person  of  skill.* 

<<  He  is  right,^^  said  Lord  Huntinglen ;  <^our 
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ymimg  friend  is  right,  in  coofidiqg.Uicse.i^attefft 
ip  you  0iid  096,  Maat^r  Geqrge  Heript-^be  bfs 
not  miflplaped  }iiB  confid^ce.** 

Master  George  Heriot  cast  a  loijig  look,  ^ftfft 
tbe  two  youqg  wbl^nep,  who  had  now  waljkml 
down  tbe  aUey  arm  in  arm,  and  at  length  sa^, 
<*  He  hatfi  not  indeed  n^i^laced  his  c^nfideaoce, 
as  jmur  lordship  well  wd  truly  8ay»«4Mit,  ne- 
vertheless, he  is  not  in  the  right  path ;  for  it  be- 
boiFes  evfiy  ntan  to  becope  acquainted  with  his 
own  aflEuTB,  so  soon  as  be  hath  any  that  are  worjth 
attending  to.^ 

When  he  had  made  this  observation,  they  ap- 
plied themselves^  with  the  scrivener,  to  look  into 
various  papers,  and  to  direct  in  what  manner 
.writings  should  be  drawn,  which  might  at  once 
afford  auffident  security  to  those  who  were  to 
advance  the  money,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
serve the  right  of  the  young  nobleman  to  redi^m 
the  family  estate,  provided  he  should  obtain  tbe 
means  of  doing  so,,  by  the  expected 
meat  from  tbe  Scpttish  Exdi^uer,  or 
It  ia  needless  to  enter  into  these  details.  But  it.  is 
not  unimportant  to  mention,  as  an  iUustration^of 

VOL.  I.  s 
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character,  that  Hcriot  entered  into  the  OKMt  mi- 
nute legal  details  with  a  precision  which  shewed 
that  experience  had^Made  him  master  eyjen  of  the 
intricades  of  Sootdsh  conveyancing ;  and  thai  the 
Earl  of  Huntinglen,  though  fitr  less  acquainCid 
with  technical  detail,  suflfered  no  step  of  the  bu- 
siness to  pass  over,  until  he  had  attained  a  ge- 
neral but  distinct  idea  of  its  faapoit  and  its  piw* 
priety. 

They  seemed  to  be  admirably  seconded  in 
their  benevolent  intentions  towards  the  yiNiBg 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  by  the  skill  and  eager  zeal 
of  the  scrivener,  whom  Heriot  had  intnidoced 
to  this  piece  of  business,  the  most  important 
which  Andrew  had  ever  transacted  in  his  life, 
and  the  particulars  of  which  were  moreover  i^. 
tated  in  his  presence  between  an  actual  earl,  and 
one  whose  wealth  and  character  might  entide 
him  to  be  alderman  of  his  ward,  if  not  toba  lord 
mayor,  in  his  turn. 

White  they  were  thus  in  eager  conversation  on 
bu^ness,  the  good  Earl,  even  f<vgetting  the  calls 
of  his  appetite,  and  the  delay  of  dinner,  in  his 
anxiety  to  see  that  the  scrivener  received  proper 
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imtmctioDBy  and  tfaat  all  wasrighlly  weighed  and 
eooadered^befone  dismianiig  him  toeDgfon  thp 
seoeBaary^ .deeds,  the  two  young  men  walked  to- 
gether on-^the  tenrace  which  oYerhung^the  river, 
aad' talked  on  the  topics  which  Lord  Dalgania, 
the  ddeat,  and  the  moat  experienced,  though 
most  likdy  to  interest  has  new  fncnd. 

These  naturally  regarded  the  pleasures  ..ai^ 
tending  a  court  life;  and  Lord  Dalgapao.eai^ 
poessed  much  surprise  at  understanding  that  Ni- 
gd'proposed  an^  instant  return  to  Scotland*. . 

^  Ypiware  jesttj^  with  me,^  he  said,  <<  All  the 
court  xiags— it  is  needless  to  mince  it— -with  the 
extiaoidUnary  success  of  your  suit— ^against  the 
highest  interest,  it  is  said,  now  influencing  the 
fcaiiaon  ai  Whitehall.  Men  think  of  you— talk 
of  you—- fix  thdr  eyes  on  you— <isk  each  other, 
who  is  this  young  Scotch  lord,,  who  has  stepped  so 
fiv  in*a  ^ng]e  day  ?  They  augur,  in  whispers 
to  each  other,  how  high  and  how  far  you  may 
push  your  fortune— and  all  that  you  design  to 
make  c^  it,  is  to  return  to  Scotland,  eat  raw  oat- 
meal cakes,  baked  upon  a  peat-fire,  have  your 
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band  shaken  by  every  loon  of  a  blue-bonnet  who 
choofts  to  dub  you  counn,  though  your  relalio»- 
'fifaip  comes' by  Noah ;  drink  Scots  twopenny  ale, 
eat  half-starved  red-^leer  veuiaoa,  when  you  can 
kill  it,  ride  upon  a  galloway,  and  be  called  my 
right  honourable  and  maist  ^worthy  lord.^ 

**  There  is  na  great  gaiety  in  the  prospect  be^ 
fbre  me,  I  coiife88,^8aid  Lord  (^lenvtfrloch,  ^'even 
if  your  Ikther  and  good  Master  Heriot  should 
succeed  in  putting  my  affairs  on  some  footing  of 
plauriUe  hope.  And  yet  I  trust  to  do  somethiog 
lor  my  vassals,  as  my  ancestors  before  me,  and 
to  teach  my  children,  as  I  have  myself  been 
taught,  to  make  some  personal  sacrifices,  if  they 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  mttntain  with  dignity 
the  fltuation  in  which  they  are  placed  by  Provi- 
dence.* 

Lord  Dalgamo,  afiter  having  once  or  twice 
stifled  his  laughter  during  this  speech,  at  len^h 
broke  out  into  a  fit  of  mirth,  so  hearty  and  so 
resistless,  that,  angry  as  he  was,  the  call  of  sym- 
pathy swept  Nigel  along  with  him,  and,  despite 
of  himself,  he  could  not  forbear  to  join  in  a  burst 
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of  lau}2;hter,  which'be  thought  not  only  cauaeleas* 
but  almost  impertinent 

He  soon  reodleoted  himself  however;  and 
said,  in  a  tone  qualified  to  allay  Lord  Dalgani6*f 
extreme  mirth,  **  This  is  all  well,  my  lord  ;  but 
bow  am  I  to  understand  your  merriment  r*  Jiord 
Dalgajno  only  answered  him  with  redoubled 
peals  of  laughter,  and  at  length  held  by  Lord 
Glenvarloch^s  cloak,  as  if  to  prevent  his  falling 
down  on  the  ground,  in  the  extremity  of  hi^ 
convulsion. 

At  lengthy  while  Nigel  stood  half  abafhed, 
half  angry,  at  b^qomii^  thus  the  aulgect  of  hi^ 
new  acquaintanee*s  ridkuk)  mid  was  only  re< 
strained  from  expresvug  his  resentment  against 
the  son,  by  a  senae  of  the  obUgaliona  be  owed 
the  father.  Lord  Da|garno  recovered  himself 
and  spoke  in  a  half«broken  vmce,  his  eyoa  stitt 
running  wUh  tears.  <*  I  crave  your  pardottf  n^y 
dear  Lord  Glenvark)ch-«ten  thousand  timee  ^ 
I  crave  your  pardon.  But  that  hist  picUixe  df  ru^ 
lal  dignity,  accompanied  by  your  grave  and 
angry  surprise  at  my  kughing  at  what  would 
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have  made  any  courUbrcd  hound  laugh,  that 
bad  but  so  much  as  bayed  the  moon  once  from 
the  court-yard  at  Whitehall,  totally  overcame  me. 
Why,  tnyiiefeflst  and  dearest  lord,  you,  a  young 
and  handsome  fellow,  with  high  birth,  a  title, 
and  the  name  of  an  estate,  so  well  received 'by 
die  Kmg  at  your  first  starting,  as  maltes  your 
futther  progress  scarce  matter  of  doubt,  if  you 
know  how  to  improve  it— »for  the  King  has  al- 
ready said  you  are  ^  a  braw  lad,  and  well  studied 
in  the  more  humane  letters^-— you,  too,  whom  all 
tbe  women,  and  the  veiy  marked  beauties  of  the 
court,  deare  to  see,  because  you  came  from  Ley- 
den,  were  bom  in  Scotland,  and  have  gained  a 
hard  contested  suit  in  England— -you,  I  say, 
with  a  person-  like  a  prince,  an  eye  of  fire,  and  a 
wit  as  quick,  to  think  of  throwing  your  cards  on 
die  table  when  the  game  is  in  your  very  hand, 
running  back  to  the  frozen  north,  and  marrying— 
let  me  sec  a  tall,  stalking,  blu&«yed,  fair^in- 
ned  bonny  wench,  with  eighteen  quarters  in  her 
seutcheon,  a  sort  of  hoVs  wife,  newly  descended 
from  her  pedestal,  and  witli  licr  to  shut  yourself 
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Up  io  your  tapestried  cbamber!  Uh,  g^d!— « 
Swouns,  I  ahiJl  never  survive  the  idea  T 

It  is  seldom  that  youth,  faowev^  higtv-mindedi 
n  able,  from  mere  strei^th  of  character  and  prin^ 
ctpl^  to  su}^rt  itself  against  the  force  of  ridi- 
cule. Half  aogry,  half  mortified^  •  and,  to  saj 
truth,  half  ashamed  of  his  vaose  manly  and  bet- 
ter  purpose,  Nigel  was  unable,  and  flattered  hinw 
adf  it  was  unnecessary,  to  play  the  part  of  a  ru 
ffd  moral  patriot,  in  presence  of  a  young  man 
whose  current  fluency  of  language,  as  well  as 
hia  experience  in  the  highest  circles  of  society. 
gKire  him,  in  spite  of  NigePs  better  and  firmer 
thou^ts,  a  temporary  ascendancy  over  him.  He 
sought,  therefore,  to  compromise  the  matter,  and 
avoid  farther  dehote,  by  frankly  owning,  that  if 
to  return  to  his  own  country  w^re  not  bis^choice^ 
it  was  at  least  a  matter  of  necessity.  **  His  affairs,^ 
be  said,  *'  were  unsettled,  his  income  precarious.^ 

^*  And  where  is  he  whose  aflairs  are  settled,  or 
whose  income  is  less  than  precarious,  that  is  to 
be  found  in  attendance  on  the  court  ?^  said  I^ord 
Dalgamo ;  ^*  all  are  cither  losing  or  -wipn^pg. 
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Those  who  have  wealth,  come  hither  to  get  rid 
of  it,  while  the  happy  gftllants  who,  like  you 
fod  I,  dear  Gknvarloch,  hare  little  or  noDe, 
have  every  chance  to  be  sharers  in  their  spoils.* 

*'  r  have  no  ambition  of  that  sort,*  said  Nt* 
gel,  "  And  if  I  had,  I  must  telKyou  plainly. 
Lord  Dklgamb,  1  have  not  the  means  to  do  so. 
I  can  scarce  as  yet  call  the  suit  I  wear  my  own; 
I  owe  it;  and  I  do  not  blush  to  nay  so,  to  die 
liiendship  of  yonder  good  mall  * 

<'  I  wilt  ift>t  laugh  again,  if  I  can  help  it,*  siud 
Lord  I^algamo.  *^  But,  Lord !  that  you  should 
havie  gone  to  a  wealthy  goldsmith  for  your  hiftiii 
•—why,  t  couldf  have  brought  you  to  an  honest 
confiding  tiiilor,  who  should  have  furnished  yott 
with  half  a  dozen,  merely  for  love  of  the  little 
Word,  *  lordship,'  which  you  pTace  before  ybuf 
name ; — and  then  your  goldsmith,  if  he  be  really 
a'fnendly  goldsmith,  should  have  equipped  yoU 
with  such  a  purse  of  fair  rose-nobles  as  would 
have  bought  you  dirioe  aiK  many  suits,  or  dtmk 
better  things  foi-  you«* 

'*  I  do  not  understand  thesfle  fadiions,  my 
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lovd,^  flttd  Nigel,  his  diipicBsui'e  masteriDg  hit 
fthftiiie;  ^  were  I  to  attend  the  court  of  my  So- 
Teneign,  it  flhoold  be  when  I  could  maintaiD^ 
without  shtAiDg  or  borrowings  die  droi  and  iw- 
;dnne  which  my  rank  requirei.^ 

<«  Which  my  rfink  reqaire»r  tmd  Lord  Dik 
•garno,  itpealiog  his  last  words ;  ^  that,  now,  is 
as  good  as  if  my /aihcr  had  spoke  it  I  fimey 
yott  would  love  to  move  tocomtlfhe'hiin^.feL. 
lowed  by  a  round  score  of  old  Utte-boctles,  wttk 
%hite  headsaad  red  nosei,  with  hudders  and 
bmdsTOrd^  which  theif  hinds,  trembKiig  b^ 
twixt  1^  and  strong  waters,  can  Make  BO  me  df 
--4tf  many  huge  silv^  tiiadges  oil  tfieir  aitas,  to 
shew  whose  feoh  diqr  itt^,  as  would  ftirnith  forth 
a  eourt  cupboard  of  |4ate«-Hfogaes  fit  f<v  nothing 
but  to  fil!  our  anti^^elMimbers  wkh  the  flarour  of 
onions  and  g^nievre-^pah  T 

^*  The  poor  knanres  r  sud  Lord  Ol^nvariodi'; 
^  they  have  ser%ed  your  father,  it  may  be,  in  the 
wars;  What  would  become  of  theni  were  he  to 
turn  diem  off?* 

<<  Why,  let  them  go  to  the  hosj^id,'^  said  Dal- 
gamo,  ^  or  to  the  bridge-enu,  to  sell  switches. 
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The  King  is  a  better  man  liiati  tny  iSEitber,  and 
jou  see  those  who  have  served  In  his  wars  do  so 
every  day ;  or,  when  their  blue  oOats  were  well 
worn  out,  they,  would  make  rare  scare^atiws. 
Here  is  a  fellow,'  now,  comes  down  the  walk ; 
the  stoutM  rav'en  dared  not  oome  whhina  yard 
of .  that  copper  nose.  I-teUyott,  thare  is  more  ser- 
vice, as  yoii  wiH  sdon  see,  in  my  valet  of  the 
chamber,  and  such  a  litber  lad  as  my  page  Lutin, 
than  there  is  in  a  score  of  these  old  n^emoiials  of 
the  DougW  wars,  where  they  cut  each  others 
throats  for  the  chance  of  finding  twelve  pennies 
Scots  on  the  person  t>f  the  slain.  Marry,  my 
lord,  to  make  unends,  they  will  eat  mouldy  vie- 
tuals,  and  drink  stale  ale,  as  if  their  bellies  were 
puncheons-^JBut  the  dinner-bell  isgoing  to  sound 
»^bark,  it  is  deariiig  its  rusty  throat,  with  a  pre 
liminary  jowl.  That  is  another  clamorous  re- 
lique  of  aptiquity,  that,  were  I  master,  should 
soon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  Thames.  How  the 
foul  fiend  can  it  interest  the  peasants  and  me- 
chanics in  the  Strand,  to  know  that  the  Earl  of 
Huntinglen  is  sitting  down  to  dinner  ?  Bnt  my 
father  looks  our  way— we  mu$t  not  be  late  for 
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the  grace,  or'  ire  shairiie  in  dis-gnee,  if  you 
forgWe  a  quibble  which  would  have  made 
Majesty  laugh.  Yt»u  K^U  Bbd  tis  all  of  a 
piece,  and  haying  been  accustomed  to  eat  in  sau- 
ten  abroad,  I  am  ashamed'  you  shooM  witness 
our  lathed  capons,  our  motlntains'  oftieef^-and 
oceans  of  brewis,  as  large  as  Highland  hills  and 
kxdis ;  but  you  shall  see  better  cheer  to-morrow. 
Where  kxige  you  ?  I  will  call  for  you.  I  must 
be  your  guide  tbmugh  the  peopled  desert,  to 
ecrtrnn-'-em^hantediands,  whidi  you  will  scarce 
diacoiwr  "witliout  diart  and  jhIc^  Where  lodge 
your 

^  I  will  meet  you  in  PaulV  «ud  Nigel,  a 
good  deal  embarrassed,  ^*  at  any  hour  you  please 
to  name.** 

^  O,  you  would  be  private,**  sud  the  young 
lord ;  **  nay,  fear  not  me— I  ^\l  be  no  intruder. 
But  we  have  aftmned  this  huge  larder  of  flesh, 
fowl,  and  fish.  1  marvel  the  oaken  boards  groan 
not  under  it/* 

They  had  indeed  arrived  in  the  dining-par- 
kwr  of  the  mansion,  where  the  table  was  super- 
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abundantly  loaded,  and  where  the  number  of  aU 
tcndantSy  to  a  certain  extent,  vindicated  the  sar- 
casms of  the  young  nobleman.  The  cbiqpl«n,  and 
Sir  Muogo  Malagrowther,  were  of  the  party 
The  latter  complimented  Lord  Glenvarloch  upon 
the  impression  he  had  made  at  court  **  One 
would  have  thought  ye  had  brought  the  apple  of 
discord  in  your  poudi,  my  lord»  or  that  you  were 
the  very  fire-brand  of  whilfc  Aldiea  waa  deliver* 
ed,  and  that  she  had  lain-io  in  a  barrel  of  guo-i 
powder;  lor  the  King,  and  the  Prince,  and  the 
Duke,  hate  beea  by  the  lugs  about  ye,,  and  so 
have  many  more,  that  kenned  na  before  this 
Ue$sed  do^  that  there  was  sudi  a  man  liviag  on 
the  ihce  of /tbe^e«rtl}.^ 

''  Mind  your  victuals,  Sir  Mungo,^  sidd  the 
Earl ;  *<  they  get  cold  while  you  talk,^ 

^*  Troth,  and  thi|t  needs  na,,  my  lord^^  s«d 
the  knight;  **  your  krdship^s  dinners  seldom 
scald  one^s  mouth— the  serving-men  are  turning 
auld,  like  oursells,  my  lord,  and  it  ia  fiir  betweett 
the  kitchen  and  tbe  ha"."* 

With  this  little  explosion  Of  his  spleen,  Sir 
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MuD^  remained  sadsfled  until  the  dishes  were 
removed,  when,  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  brave  new 
dodblet  of  Lord  Dalgamo,  he  oodi[£nieBted  him 
on  hia  ecMotny ,  pretending  to  reeognise  it  as  the 
same  which  hb  father  had  worn  in  ££aburgfa  in 
the  Spanish  ainbaaBador'*8  time.  LordDalgamo, 
-too  mueh  a  tnan  of  the  world  to  be  moved  by 
any  tlnog  frodisUGh  a  quarter,  proceeded' lo 
crack  Ids  nuts  wft  great  deliberation,  as  he  re- 
plied, that  the  doublet  was  in  some  sdrt  his  f»- 
^tker\  as  it  was  likely  to  cost  him  fifty  pounds 
*8ome  day  soon.   Sir  Mongo  forthwith  proceeded 
*in  his  own  way  to  convey  this  agreeable  inte Ui- 
genoe  to  the  Earl,  observing,  that  his  son  was  a 
letter  maker  of  barguns  than  his  lordship,  for 
lie  had  bought  a  doublet  as  rich  as  that  his  lord- 
ship wore  when  the  Spanish  ambassador  was  at 
Holyrood,  and  it  had  cost  him  but  fifty  pounds 
'  'Scots ;  that  was  no  fooPs  bargain,  my  lord.^ 

^*  Pounds  sterling,  if  you  please,  my  lord,^ 
answered  the  Earl,  calmly,  *<  and  a  fooPs  bargain 
it  is,  in  all  the  tenses.  Dalgamo  was  a  fool  when 
he  bought — I  mil  be  a  fool  when  I  pay.  And 
you.  Sir  Mungo,  craving  your  pardon,  arc  a  fool 
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m  prceHnAj  for  speaking  o|  wbat  ooDoenu  jou 
HOC. 

So  nying,  the  Earl  addreoiedUmflelf  !•  tlis 
aetioua  busneflB  of  the  taU^  and  sent  the  wine 
around  with  a  profufiioQ  which  increaaed  the  hi- 
laritjTy  butrather  threatened  the  tempeia&oe  of 
theoompany,  until  their  joviality  was  interrupt- 
ed by  the  annunciation^  that  tha^acriseoer  had 
engroned  such  deeds  as  reqiiirod  to  be  {Hpomitljr 
executed*^    George  Henot  rose  f^om.  the  lahle» 
observing^  that  wine-cups  and  legal  documents 
weae  unaeeoily  ndghbours.  The  Earl  asked  the 
scrivener  if  they  had  laid  a  trencher  and  set  a 
cup  for  him  in  the  buttery,  and  receved  the  re- 
spectful answer,  that  Heaven  forbidjie  should  be 
such  an  ungracious  beast  as  to  eat-  or  drink  untjl 
his  lordship^s  pleasure  was  perfonned. 

^^  Thou  shalt  eat  before  thou.goest,^  said  I^oid 
Hontinglen*  '^  and  I  will  h|ive  thee  try,  more- 
over, whether  a  cup,  of  .sack  cannot  bring  some 
colour  into  these  cheeks  of  thine.  It  were  a 
shame  to. my  household,  thou,  should  glide. out 
into  the  Strand  after  such  a.  spectre-fashion  as 
thou  now  wearcst— ^Look  to  it,  Dalgarnc^  fdr  the 
lionour  of  our  roof  is  concerned,^ 
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Lord  Daigarno  gave  direetiona  that  the  mail 
should  be  attended  to.  Lord  Glenvarloch  and 
the  ettiseo,  in  the  meanwhile,  signed  and  inteiv 
dianged,  and  thus  cloeed  a  tfansactioi^  of  which 
the  principal  party  oonoemed  understood  little, 
save  thai  it  was  under  the  managementof  a  sea- 
lous  «nd  laithfat  friend,  who  undertook  (hat  the 
money  should  be  forthcoming,  and  the  estate 
released  from  fcafriture,  by  payment  of  the  sd- 
pulated  sum  for  which  it  stood  pledged,  and  that 
at  the  term  of  Lambmas,  and  at  the  hour  df 
noon,  and  beside  the  tomb  of  the  Regent  £a#l 
of  Murray,  in  the  High  Kirk  of  Saint  Giles,  at 
Edinburgh,  being  the  day  and  jdate  asdgoed 
for  such  redemption. 

When  this  business  was  transacted,  the  old 
Earl  would  fain  have  renewed  his  carouse;  but 
the  dlken,  alleging  the  importance  of  the  deeds 
he  had  about  himi  and  the  buttaess  he  had  to 
transact  betimes  the  next  monung,  not  only  re- 
fused to  return  to  table,  but  carried  with  him  to 
his  barge  Lord  Glenvarloch,  who  might,  per- 
haps, have  been  otherwise  found  more  tractable. 

When  they  were  seated  ia  the  boat,  and  (aiily 
cmce  more  afloat  in  the  river,  George  Heriot 
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looted  back  seriously  on  the  lafinsion  theyiiad 
left.  ^'  There  live,^  he  said,  '^  the  oM  fiiabioii 
jflfd  the  new.  The  father  is  Uke  a  i^le  old  broad- 
sword, butsharm^  with  ru6t»  fro«i  neglect  and 
,ij||Mitivity ;— 4he  son  is  your  oodem  rapier^  well 
.mounted,  fairly  gilt,  and  fashioned  io  the  t»9fe  of 
the  time,  and  it  is  tame  nmst  sh^w  if  the.  metal  be 
as  good  foi  the  show.  Grod  gfant  it  prove  so» 
says  an  old  friend  to  the  family.^ 

Nothing  of  ooosequence  psased  betwixt  them^ 
until  Lord  Glenyaclqchi  landing  Hi  PauPs  Wharf, 
took  leave  of  his  friend  the  citizepy  and  i:etired 
to  his  own  i^rtment,  where  his  attendant,  Ri- 
chie, not  0-  Uttle  elevated  with  the  events  of  the 
day,  and  with  the  hospitality  of  Lord  Huntin^ 
glen^s  house-keefung,  gave  a- most  splendid  ac- 
count of  them  to  the  buxom  dame  Nelly,  who 
rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  sun  at  length  was  shi- 
ning upon  what  Richie  oalied  the  right  side  of 
the  hedge. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

You  an  not  for  tbe  mttiiier  nor  the  tfnMi.  "* 

They  beve  their  Ticei  now  most  like  to  Ttrtues ; 

YoQ  cannot  know  them  apart  by  any  diffbenoe, 

They  wear  the  tame  dothin.  cat  the  Mme  meat— 

Sleep  i*the  idf-nme  beds,  ride  in  thoae  coachea, 

Or  Tery  like  four  hones  in  a  eoaeh, 

Af  the  bat  men  and  women. 

Bew  iovaov. 

Ok  tbe  next  morning,  while  Nigel,  his  break- 
fast finisbed,  was  tbinking  how  he  dioold  employ 
the  day,  there  was  a  little  bustle  upon  the  stairs 
which  attracted  his  attention,  and  presently  en- 
tered Dame  Nelly,  blushing  like  scarlet,  and 
scarce  able  to  bring  out-^^  A  young  nobleman, 
sr — no  one  less,^  she  added,  drawing  her  hand 
slightly  over  her  Kps,  '*  would  be  so  saucy— a 
young  nobleman,  or,  to  wait  on  you  T 

And  she  was  followed  into  the  little  cabin  by 
Lord  Dorgamo,  gay,  ea^,  disembarrassed,  and 
apparently  as  much  jdeased  to  rejoin  his  new  ac 

▼OL.  I.  T 
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qiudntance  as  if  he  had  found  him  in  the  apart- 
ments of  a  palace.  Nigel,  on  the  oontraiy,  (for 
youth  is  slave  to  such  circumstances,)  was  dis- 
countenanced and  mortified  at  being  surprised  by 
so  splendid  a  gallant  in  a  chamber,  which  at  the 
moment  the  elegant  and  high-dressed  cavalier  ap- 
peared in  it,  seemed  yet  lower,  narrower,  darker, 
and  meaner  to  its  inhabitant,  than  it  had  ever 
shewn  before.  He  would  have  made  some  apc^ 
logy  for  the  situadon,  but  Lord  Dalgamo  cut 
him  short— 

*'  Not  a  word  of  it,**  he  stud,  **  not  a  angle 
word— I  know  why  you  ride  at  anchor  here— but 
I  can  keep  counsel — so  pretty  a  hostess  would 
recommend  worse  quarters.^ 

<*  On  my  word^-<H&  my  honour,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarlocfa  ^— 

**  Nay,  nay,  make  no  wcMrds  of  the  matter/* 
sud  Lord  Dalgarno ;  **  I  am  no  tell-tale,  iior 
shall  I  cross  your  walk ;  there  is  game  enough 
in  the  forest,  thank  heaven,  and  I  can  strike  a 
doe  for  myself.^ 

All  this  he  sud  in  so  significant  a  manner, 
and  the  explanation  which  he  had  adopted  seem- 
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ed  to  put  Lord  Glenvarloch^s  gallantry  on  lo  re- 
spectable a  footing,  that  Nigel  ceased  to  try  to  un* 
decdiyehim;  and  less  ashamed^  perhaps,  (for  sucb 
is  human  weakness,)  of  supposed  vice  than  of  real 
pover^,  changed  the  discourse  to  something  else^ 
and  left  poor  Dame  Nelly'^s  reputati<m  and  his 
own  at  the  men^  of  the  youpgoourtier^B  miscon- 
struction. 

He  offered  refreshments  with  some  hesitadun. 
Lord  Dalgamo  had  long  since  breakfasted,  but 
had  just  come  from  playing  a  sett  of  tennis,  he 
sud,  and  would  willingly  taste  a  cup  of  the  pretty 
hostesses  nogle  beer.  This  was  eanly  procured,  was 
drank,  was  commended,  and,  as  the  hostess  fiuled 
not  to  bring  the  cup  herself,  Lord  Dalgamo  pro- 
fited by  the  opportunity  to  take  a  second  and 
more  attentive  view  of  her,  and  then  gravely 
drank  to  her  husband^s  health,  with  an  almost 
imperceptible  nod  to  Lord  Glenvarloch.  Dame 
Nelly  was  much  honoured,  smoothed  her  apron 
down  with  her  hands,  and  said— ^^  Her  John  was 
greatly  and  truly  honoured  by  their  lordships- 
he  was  a  kind,  painft-taking  man  for  his  family, 
as  was  in  the  alley,  or  indeed  as  far  north  as 
Paul^s  Chain.'' 
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She  would  have  proceeded  probably  to  state 
the  difibrence  betwixt  their  ages^  as  the  only  alloy 
to  their  tiuptial  happiness ;  but  her  lodger,  who 
had  no- mind  to  be  farther  exposed  to  his  gay 
friend^s  raillery^  gave  her,  contrary  to  bis  wont^ 
a  signal  to  leave  the*  rooni» 

Lord  Dalgamo  looked  after  her,  then  looked 
at  Glenvarlochy  shook  his  head,  and  repeated  the 
welkJcnown  lines*-** 

**  My  lord^  beware  of  jeakmiy — 

It  if  the  green-eyed  monster  whicfa  doth  make 

The  kneat  it  feeds  on."—- — 

^  But  conie,^  he  said^  changing  his  tone,  ^*  I 
know  not  why  I  should  worry  you  thu»^I  who 
haTe  so  many  fillies  of  my  own,  when  I  should 
rather  make  excuse  for  being  here  at  all,  and  tell 
you  wherelbrei  I  came.^ 

So  saying  he  reached  a  seat,  and  placing  ano- 
ther for  JiOrd  Glenvarloch,  in  spite  of  his  anxious 
haste  to  anticipate  this  act  of  courtesy,  he  pro- 
ceeded in  the  same  tone  of  easy  familiarity ; — 

(<  We  are  neighbours,  my  lord,  and  are  just 
made  known  to  each  other.  Now,  I  knpw  enough 
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of  the  dear  North,  to  be  well  aware  that  Soottiah 
neighbours  must  be  either  dear  fiiends  or  deadly 
enemies— must  dther  walk  hand  in  hand,  or  stand 
sword-point  to  sword-point ;  so  I  chose  the  hand 
in  hand,  unless  you  should  reject  my  proffer.^ 

'<  How  were  it  possible,  my  lord,**  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  *'  to  refuse  what  is  offered  so  frank- 
ly, even  if  your  father  had  not  been  a  second  fa*- 
ther  to  me  ?^— -And  as  he  took  Lord  Dalgamo^s 
hand,  he  added — **  I  have,  I  think,  lost  no  time» 
since,  during  one  day^s  attendance  at  court,  I  have 
made  a  kind  friend  and  a  powerful  enemy.^ 

^^  The  friend  thanks  you,^  replied  Lord  Dal* 
gamo,  *^  for  your  just  opinion ;  bat,  my  dear 
Glenvarloch— or  rather,  for  titles  are  too  formal 
between  us  of  the  better  file— what  is  your  Chris* 
tian  name  ?^ 

'^  Nigel,^  replied  Lord  Glenvarloch* 

^  Then  we  will  be  Nigel  and  Malcolm  to  each 
pther,^  said  his  visitor,  *^  and  my  lord  to  the 
pleboan  world  around  us.  But  I  was  about  to 
ask  you  whom  you  supposed  your  enemy  f^ 

'*  No  less  than  the  all-powerful  fbvoiirite,  the 
great  Duke  of  Buckingham.^ 
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^  You  dream !  What  could  possess  you  with 
such  an  opinion  7^  sud  Dalgarno. 

*'  He  told  me  so  himself,^  replied  Glenvarloch ; 
**  and,  in  so  doing,  dealt  frankly  and  honourably 
with  me.** 

*'  O,  you  know  him  not  yet,**  said  his  compa^ 
nion ;  '*  the  jDuke  is  moulded  of  an  hundred  no. 
ble  and  fiery  qualities,  that  prompt  him,  like  a  ge- 
nerous horse,  to  spring  ande  in  impatience  at  the 
least  obstacle  to  his  forward  course.  But  he  means 
not  what  he  sajrs  in  such  pasung  heata— I  can  do 
more  with  him,  I  thank  heaven,  than  most  who 
m  around  him ;  you  shii^  go  visit  him  with  me, 
and  you  will  see  how  you  shall  be  received.** 

*^  I  told  you,  my  lord,**  said  Glenvarloch  fiim^ 
ly,  and  with  some  haughtiness,  *'  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  without  the  least  offence,  declared 
himself  my  enemy  in  the  face  of  the  court ;  and 
he  shall  retract  that  aggression  as  publicly  as  it 
was  given,  ere  I  will  make  the  slightest  advance 
towards  him.** 

*^  You  would  act  becomingly  in  every  other 
case^**  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  ''  but  here  you  are 
wrong.  .  I9  the  court  horizon,  Buckingham  is 
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Lord  of  the  Aioendant,  and  as  he  is  adverse  or 
favouring,  so  sinks  or  rises  the  fortune  of  a  suitor. 
The  King  would  bid  you  remember  your  Phssd* 
niSy 

Anipieos  geminasj  ripis  oedentibuay  oUas^ 

andsoforth«  You  are  the  vase  of  earth ;  beware 
of  knocking  yourself  against  the  vase  of  iron.^ 

^  The  vase  of  earth,**  said  Glenvarloch,  *'  will 
avoid  the  encounter,  by  getting  ashore  out  of  the 
currmt— I  mean  to  go  no  more  to  courL^ 

**  O,  to  court  you  necessarily  must  go ;  you 
will  find  your  Scotch  si  it  move  ill  irithout  it,  for 
there  is  both  patronage  and  favour  necessary  to 
enforce  the  sign*manual  you  have  obtained.  Of 
that  we  win  speak  more  hereafter ;  but  tell  me 
in  the  meanwhile,  my  dear  Nigel,  whether  you 
did  not  wonder  to  see  me  here  so  early  ?** 

*<  I  am  surprised  that  you  could  find  roe  out 
in  this  obscure  corner,*  said  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

**  My  page  Lutin  is  a  very  devil  for  that  sort 
of  discovery,^  replied  Lord  Dalgamo ;  '*  I  have 
but  to  say,  *  Groblin,  I  would  kniiw  where  he  or 
she  dwells,*  and  he  guides  me  thither  as  if  by  art 
magic" 
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I  hope  he  waits  not  now  in  the  street,  my 
lord,^  said  Nigel ;  ^'  I  irill  send  my  servant  to 
seek  him.^ 

«<  Do  not  oonoem  your8elf««4ie  is  by  thistimey^ 
said  Lord  Dalgamo,  *'  playing  at  hustle^cap  and 
chuck-farthing  with  tbe  most  blackgnaid  imps 
upon  the  wharf,  unless  he  hath  foregone  his  old 
customs.^ 

*'  Are  you  not  afraid,^  said  Lovd  Glenvarloch, 
*^  that  in  such  company  his  morals  may  become 
depraved  f^ 

'*  Let  his  company  look  to  their  owny^  an- 
swered Lord  Dalgamo  coolly ;  *<  for  it  will  be  a 
company  of  real  fiends  in  which  Lutin  cannot 
teach  more  mischief  than  he  can  leani :  he  is,  I 
thank  the  gods,  most  thoroughly  versed  in  evil 
for  his  years.  I  am  spared  the  trouble  of  look, 
ing  after  his  moralities,  for  nothing  can  make 
them  dther  better  or  worse.^ 

^  I  wonder  you  can  answer  this  to  his  parents, 
my  lord,^  said  Nigel. 

*<  I  wonder  where  I  should  find  his  parents,* 
teplicd  his  companion,  ^  to  render  an  account 
to  them.* 
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*^  He  may  be  an  orphan,^  nid  Lord  Nigel  $ 
V  but  Binely,  being  a  page  in  your  lordsbip^s 
family,  his  parents  must  be  of  rank.^ 

^'  Of  as  high  rank  as  the  gallows  could  exalt 
ihem  tOy^.veplied  Loid  Dalgama  with  the  same 
indifierenoe;  *'  they  were  both  hanged,  I  beliere 
— «t  least  the  gipsies,  from  whom  I  bought  him 
five  years  ago^  intimated  as  much  to  me.— You 
are  surprised  at  this,  now.  fiut  is  it  not  better, 
that  instead  of  a  lazy^  ooncoted,  whey-faced  slip 
of  gentility,  to  whoas,.in  your  old-world  idea  of 
the  matter,  I  was  bound  to.  stand  Sir  Pedagogue^ 
and  see  that  he  washed  his  hands  and  face^  said 
his  prayers,  learned  his  ocoKimf,  spoke  no  naught 
ty  words,  brushed  his  bat,  and  wore  his  best  dou« 
Uet  only  of  Sunday,— that  instead  of  such  a 
Jacky  Goodduld,  I  shouU  have  something  like 
thisT 

He  whistled  shrill  and  clear,  and  the  page  he 
spoke  of  darted  into  the  room,  almost  with  *the 
el&ct  of  an  actual  apparition.  From  his  height 
he  seemed  but  fifteetn^  but,  from  his  face,  might 
be  two  or  even  three  years  older,  very  i^eatly 
made,  and  richly  dressed ;  with  a  thin  bronased 
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visage,  which  marked  his  gipsey  deaoent,  and  a 
pair  of  sparkling  black  eyes,  which  seemed  almost 
to  pierce  through  those  whom  he  looked  at 

<'  There  he  is,""  sud  Lord  Dalganio,  <<  fit  for 
every  element— prompt  to  execute  every  oom* 
mand,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent-unmatched  in 
his  tribe,  as  rogue,  thief,  and  liar.^ 

*<  All  which  qualities,^  said  the  undaunted 
page,  "  have  each  in  turn  stood  your  lordship 
in  stead.^ 

**  Out,  you  imp  of  Satan  f^  said  his  master ; 
**  vanish — begone-^or  my  conjuring  rod  goes 
about  your  ears."^  The  boy  turned,  and  disap- 
peared as  suddenly  as  he  had  ent^ed.  <'  You 
see,^  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  *<  that  in  choosing  my 
household,  the  best  regard  I  can  pay  to  gentle 
blood,  is  to  exclude  it  from  my  service— that  very 
gallows-bird  were  enough  to  corrupt  a  whole  anti- 
chamber  of  pages,  though  they  were  descended 
from  Kings  and  Eesars,^ 

^*  I  can  scarce  think  that  a  nobleman  should 
need  the  offices  of  such  an  attendant  as  jrour 
goblin,"*  said  Nigel ;  "  you  are  but  jesdng  with 
my  inexperience.^ 
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^<  Time  irtrilt  Bhew  whether  I  jest  or  not,  my. 
dear  Nigel,^  replied  Dalgamo;  ^'  in  the  mean 
time,  I  have  to  propose  to  you  to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  the  flood-tide,  to  run  up  the  river  for  pas- 
time ;  and  at  noon  I  trust  you  will  dine  with  me.^ 

Nigel  acquiesced  in  a  plan  which  promised  so 
much  amusement;  and  his  new  friend  and  he, 
attended  by  Lutin  and  MonipUes,  who  greatly 
resembled,  when  thus  associated,  the  conjunc- 
tion of  a  bear  and  a  monkey,  took  possession  of 
Lord  Dalgamo^s  wherry,  which,  with  its  badged 
watermen,  bearing  his  lordship^s  crest  on  thdr 
arms,  lay  in  readiness  to  receive  them.  The 
air  was  delightful  upon  the  river ;  and  the  live- 
ly conversation  of  Lord  Dalgamo  added  zest 
to  the  pleasures  of  the  little  voyage.  He  could 
not  only  give  an  account  of  the  various  public 
buildings  and  noblemen'*s  houses  which  they 
passed  in  ascending  the  Thames,  but  knew  how  to 
season  his  information  with  abundance  of  anec- 
dote, political  inuendo,  and  personal  scandal: 
if  he  had  not  very  much  wit,  he  was  at  least 
completely  master  of  the  fashionable  tone,  whidi 
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in  that  time,  as  in  oun^  more  than  amply  aup- 
pliea  any  deBdency  of  the  kind. 

It  was  a  style  of  conversation  enUroly  ne^r  to 
his  companion^  as  was  the  world  which  Lord 
Dalgamo  opened  to  his  observation ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  Nigd,  notwithstanding  his  natural 
good  sense  and  high  fspirit,  admittedy  more  rea- 
dily than  seemed  consistent  with  either^  the, tone 
of  authoritative  instruction  which  his  new  friend 
lUBumed  towards  him.  There  would,  indeed, 
ha^e  been,  some  difficulty  in  making  a  stand.  To 
attempt  a  high  and  stubborn  tone  of  morality,  in 
answer  to  the  light  strain  of  Lord  Dalgamo^s 
oonversation,  which  kept  on  the  frontiers  between 
Jest  and  earnest,  would  have  seemed  pedantic  and 
Hdiculous ;  and  every  attempt  which  Nigel  made 
to  combat  his  compank>n^s  propontions,  by  rea. 
soning  as  jocose  as  his  own,  only  shewed  his  in- 
feriority in  that  gay  spedes  of  controversy.  And 
it  must  be  owned,  be^des,  though  internally  di^ 
approving  much  of  what  he  heard,  Lord  Glen^. 
varloch  was  less  alarmed  by  the  language  and 
manners  of  his  new  associate,  than  in  prudence 
he  ought  to  have  been. 
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Lord  Dalgaroo  was  unwilling  to  startle  his 
proselyte,  bj  insbting  upon  any  topic  which  ap- 
peared particularly  to  jar  with  his  habits  or  prioi- 
dples ;  and  he  blended  hb  mirth  and  his  earnest 
so  dexterously,  that  it  was  impossible  for  Nigel 
to  discover  how  far  he  was  serious  in  his  jMropo- 
utions,  or  how  far  they  flowed  from  a  wild  and 
extravagant  spirit  of  raillery.  And,  ever  and 
anon,  those  flashes  of  spirit  and  honour  crossed 
his  conversation,  which  seemed  to  intimate,  that 
when  stirred  to  action  by  some  adequate  motive, 
Lord  Dalgamo  would  prove  something  very  dU£. 
ferent  from  the  court-haunting  and  ease-loving 
voluptuary,  which  he  was  pleased  to  represent  as 
bis  chosen  character. 

As  they  returned  down  the  river.  Lord  Glen- 
varlooh  remarked,  that  the  boat  passed  the  man- 
sion of  Lord  Huntinglen,  and  noticed  the  cir- 
cumstance to  Lord  Dalgamo,  observing,  that  he 
thought  they  were  to  have  dined  there,  ^<  Sure- 
ly no,^  smd  the  young  nobleman,  *'  I  have  more 
mercy  on  you  than  to  gorge  you  a  second  time 
with  raw  beef  and  canary  wine.  I  propose  some>- 
thing  better  for  you,  I  promise  you,  than  such  a 
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second  Scythian  festivity.  And  as  for  my  fa- 
ther,  he  proposes  to  dine  to-day  with  my  grave, 
andent  Earl  of  Northampton,  whilome  that  cele- 
brated putter-downof  pretended  pn^hecies.  Lord 
Henry  Howard*^ 

«  And  do  you  not  go  with  him  P^  said  his 
companion. 

'^  To  what  purpose  ?^  said  Lord  Dalgamo. 
^^  To  hear  his  wise  lordship  speak  musty  poliUcs 
in  false  Latin,  which  the  old  fox  always  uses,  that 
he  may  give  the  lean^ed  Majesty  of  England  an 
opportunity  of  correcting  his  slips  in  grammar? 
That  were  a  rare  employment  P 

"  Nay,^  said  Lord  Nigel,  **  but  out  of  respect, 
to  wait  on  my  lord  your  father.^ 

**  My  lord  my  father,^  replied  Lord  Dalgamo, 
^*  has  blue-bottles  enough  to  wiut  on  him,  and 
can  well  dispense  with  such  a  butterfly  as  myself. 
He  can  lift  the  cup  of  sack  to  his  head  without 
my  asastance ;  and  should  the  said  paternal  head 
turn  something  giddy,  there  be  men  enough  to 
guide  his  right  honourable  lordship  to  his  lord- 
ship^s  right  honourable  couch.  Now,  do  not  stare 
at  me,  Nigel,  as  if  my  words  were  to  sink  the  boat 
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with  us,  I  love  my  father— I  love  him  dearly— 
and  I  respect  him  too,  though  I  respect  not  many 
things;  a  trustier  old  Trqan  never  belted  a  broads 
sword  by  aloop  of  leather.  But  what  then?  He 
belongs  to  the  old  world,  I  to  the  new.  He  has 
his  follies,  I  have  mine;  and  the  less  either  of  us 
sees  of  the  other^s  peccadilloes,  the  greater  will 
be  the  honour  and  respect— that,  I  think,  is  the 
proper  phrase,r«I  say,  the  respect  m  which  we 
shall  hold  each  other.  Being  apart,  each  of  us 
is  himself,  such  as  nature  and  circumstances  have 
made  him ;  but  couple  us  up  too  closely  together, 
you  will  be  sure  to  have  in  your  leash  either  an 
old  hypocrite  or  a  young  one,  or  perhaps  both 
the  one  and  toother. 

As  he  spoke  thus,  the  boat  put  into  the  land- 
ing-place at  Blackfriar^s.  Lord  Dalgamo  sprung 
ashore,  and  flinging  his  doak  and  rapier  to  his 
page,  recommended  to  his  companion  to  do  the 
like.  ^*  We  are  coming  among  press  of  gallants,^ 
he  said ;  **  and  if  we  walk  thus  muffled,  we  shall 
look  like  your  tawney-visaged  Don,  who  wraps 
him  close  in  his  cloak,  to  conceal  the  defects  of 
his  doublet^ 
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*'  I  have  known  many  an  honest  man  do  that 
]f  it  please  your  lordship,^  said  Richie  Monipties, 
who  had  been  watching  for  an  opportunity  to 
intrude  himself  on  the  conversation,  and  proba^ 
bly  remembered  what  had  been  his  own  condi* 
lion,  in  respect  to  cloth  and  doublet,  at  a  very 
recent  period. 

Lord  Dalgamo  stared  at  him,  as  if  surprised 
at  his  assurance;  but  immediately  answered, 
"  Tou  may  have  known  many  things,  friend; 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  you  do  not  know  what 
principally  concerns  your  master,  namely,  how 
to  carry  his  cloak,  so  as  to  shew  to  advantage 
the  gold-laced  seams,  and  the  lining  of  sable& 
See  how  Lutin  holdis  the  sword,  with  the  cloak 
cast  partly  over  it,  yet  so^as  to  set  off  the  emboss- 
ed hilt,  and  the  silver  work  of  the  mounting. 
•—Give  your  familiar  your  sword,  Nigel,^  he  con- 
tinued, addressing  Lord  Glenvarloch,  *<  that  he 
may  practise  a  lesson  in  an  art  so  necessary.^ 

**  Is  it  altogether  prudent,^  said  Nigel,  un- 
clasping his  weapon,  and  g^vmg  it  to  Richie,  **  to 
walk  entirely  unarmed  F^ 

*^  And  wherefore  not  ?^  said  his  companion. 
**  You  are  thinking  now  of  Auld  Reekie,  as  my 
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fMber  fondly  calls  your  good  Sootdi  capital, 
where  there  is  such  bandyiii^  of  private  feuds  and 
public  ftctions,  that  a  man  of  any  note  shall  not 
cross  your  High  Street  twice,  without  endanger* 
ing  Us  life  thrke.  Here,  wr,  no  brawling  in  the 
street  is  permitted.  Your  bulkheaded  dtison 
takes  up  the  case  so  soon  as  the  sword  is  dimwn, 
and  dub9  is  the  wonL"^- 

<^  And  a  hard  word  it  is,^  said  Bidne^  ''as  my 
brain-pan  kens  at  this  blessed  moment.'^ 

''  Were  I  your  master,  flirrdi,^  said  Lord  Dal- 
gamo,  '*  I  would  make  your  farsin-pan,  as  you 
call  it,  boil  over,  were  you  to  speak  a  word  to  me 
before  you  were  spoken  to.^ 

Bidiie  murmured  some  indistioct  answer,  but 
took  the  hint,  and  ranked  himaelf  behind  his  mas- 
ter along  with  Lutin,  who  failed  not  to  expose 
his  new  compamon  to  the  ridicule  of  the  passers- 
by,  by  mimicking,  as  often  as  he  could  do  so  un* 
observed  by  Richie,  his  stiff  and  u|night  stalk- 
i»g  gait  and  discontented  phyaognomy. 

''  And  tell  me  now,  my  dear  Malcolm,^  said 
Nigel,  ^  where  we  are  bending  our  course,  and 
whether  we  shall  dine  at  an  apartment  of  yours,^ 

VOL*  !•  u 
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<<  An  apartment  of  mine — ^yes,  surely,^  an. 
swered  Lord  Balgarno,  ^*  you  shall  dine  at  an 
qpartmient  of  mine,  and  an  apartment  of  yours, 
and  of  twenty  gallants  beside ;  and  where  the 
board  shall  present  better  cheer,  better  wine,  and 
better  attendance,  than  if  our  whole  united  exhi. 
Intions  went  to  maintain  it  We  are  going  to  the 
most  noted  ordinary  of  London*^ 

'^  That  is,  in  ordinary  language,  an  inn  or  a 
tavern,^  said  Nigel 

^*  An  inn  or  a  tavern,  my  most  green  and  am- 
ple fiiend  !^  exclaimed  Lord  Dalgamo.  ^^  No, 
no— these  are  places  where  greasy  citizens  take 
pipe  and  pot,  where  the  knavish  pettifoggers  of 
the  law  sponge  on  their  most  unhappy  victims 
— whoe  Templars  crack  jests  as  empty  as  their 
nuts,  and  where  small  gentry  imlnbe  such  thin 
potations,  that  they  get  dropsies  instead  of  get- 
ting drunk.  An  ordinary  is  a  late  invented  in-, 
stitution,  sacred  to  Bacchus  and  Gomus,  where 
the  first  noble  gallants  of  the  time  meet  with 
the  first  and  most  ethereal  wits  of  the  age,«*— 
where  the  wine  is  the  very  soul  of  the  choicest 
grape,  refined  as  the  genius  of  the  poet,  and  an* 
dent  and  generous  as  the  blood  of  the  nobles. 
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And  then  the  fare  is  somethiiig  beyond  your 
ordinary  gxo88torrestrial£9od!  Sea  and  land  ne 
lanaacked  to  supply  it;  end  the  invention  of  nx 
bgenious  cooka  kept  eternally  upon  the  nek  io 
make  their  art  hold  pace  with,  andif  poenble  ow 
hanoe,  the  exquisite  quality  c^^the  materiala/" 

*'  By  all  which  rhapsody,^  said  Lord  Olenvar- 
lochy  *^  I  can  only  understand,  as  I  did  before^ 
that  we  a^  going  to  a  dunce  tavern,  where  we 
ihall  be  handsomely  entertidned,  on  paying  pro- 
bably as  hands(mie  a  reckoning.^ 

**  Beckoning  !^  exdaimed  Lord  Dalgamo  in 
the  same  tone  as  before,  *^  perish  the  peasandy 
phrase !  What  prdEanation  !  Monaeur  le  Cheorih 
her  de  Beaujeu,  pnk  of  Paris  and  flower  of  Gas- 
cony— he  who  can  tell  the  age  of  his  wine  by  the 
bare  smell,  who  distils  his  sauces  in  an  alembic 
by  the  md  of  LMlli^B  philosoj^iy^-— who  carves 
with  such  exquisite  predion,  that  he  gives  to 
noble  knight  and  squire  the  portion  of  the  phesr 
sant  which  exactly  accords  with  his  rank— nay ,  he 
who  shall  divide  a  becafico  into  twelve  parts  with 
such  scrupulous  exactness,  that  of  twelve  guests 
not  one  shall  have  the  advantage  of  the  other  iti  a 
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hair's  breaddi,  or  die  twentietli  part  of  a  draehra , 
jet  yott  talk  of  him  and  of  a  neckoniag  m  the 
auae  bicath  !  Why,  man,  he  is  the  wdil-known 
and  geneni  leferee  in  wXL  matteiB  affecting  the 
mjBtenes  of  Pamagey  Hasard,  In  and  !»,  Pen- 
neeck  and  Veiquire,  and  what  not— why,  Beau- 
jen  ii  King  of  tbe  Card-pack,  and  Dnke  of  the 
DioeJoDX— /le  call  a  reckomng  like  a  grcen-opron- 
ed,iedHaoscd,  Mm  of  tbo  vulgar  spiggotf  Oh,  my 
dearest  Nigel,  what  a  word  yon  have  iqxiken,  and 
of  what  a  person!  That  you  know  him  not,  is  your 
onljapoiogy  kfr  such  Uasphemy $  and  jrct  I  scarce 
hold  it  adequate,  fbr  to  hove  been  a  day  in  Lon- 
don and  not  to  know  Beaojen,  it  a  crime  at  its 
own  kind.  But  you  9kdll  know  him  this  blessed 
moment,  and  dudl  learn  to  hold  yours^  in  hor- 
ror Ibr  the  enoraiitteB  you  have  uttered*** 

«'  Well,  but  mark  you,*^  said  Nigel,  «  tlus 
worthy  <^tfvalier  keeps  noiaH  dns  good  dieer  at 
his  own  cost,  does  he  ?** 

"  No,  no,'*  answered  Lord  Ddgamo ;  "  there 
is  a  sort  of  oeremony  which  my  chevalier^s  friends 
and  intimates  understand,  but  with  which  you 
have  no  business  at  present.    There  is,  as  ma- 
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jesky  miglit  say,  a  j^mMbm  to  be  cBflbuned— « 
in  other  words,  a  mutual  exchange  of  courteaies 
takes  fdaee  betwhtt  Beaujea  and  hk  gueata.  He 
makes  dMii  a  tree  presettt  of  the  dfainer  and 
wine,  as  often  as  they  choose  to  eonsuk  their 
own  feldty  by  frequenting  his  house  at  the 
how  of  noon,  and  they,  in  gratitude,  m/ke  the 
cheralier  a  present  of  a  Jacobus.  Then,  yon 
nsBit  know,  that  besides  Comus  and  Bacchus, 
that  princess  of  suUvnary  affairs,  the  Uva  For* 
tuna,  is  frequently  worshipped  at  Beanjeu^s,  and 
he,  as  oflciating  high-priest,  hath,  as  in  reason 
he  diould,  a  connderable  adrantage  from  a  share 
of  the  sacrifice.^ 

^  In  other  words,^  sud  Lord  GlenTarloch, 
^  this  man  keeps  a  gaming-houae.* 

^  A  house  in  which  you  may  certainly  game,^ 
said  Lord  Dalgamo^  *<  as  you  may  in  your  own 
diamber,  if  you  have  a  mind ;  nay,  I  remember 
old  Tom  Tally  played  a  hand  at  putt  for  a  wa- 
ger with  Quince  le  Va,  the  Frenchman,  during 
mormng  prayers  in  Saint  PauPs;  the  morning 
was  misty,  and  the  parson  drowsy»  and  the 
whrie  audience  oonasted  of  themselves  and  a 
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blind  old  woman,  and  ^p  Uiey  eswaped  detect. 

tioiv^ 

AC  For  all  this,  Makolm,^  said  the  young  l<Nrd, 
gravely,  <'  I  cannot  dine  with  you  to-day,  at  this 
same  ordinary.^ 

*<  And  wherefore,  in  the  name  of  Heaven^ 
should  you  draw  back  from  your  word  ?^  said 
]Lord  Dalgamo. 

<<  I  do  not  retract  my  word,  Malcolm ;  but  I 
am  bound,  by  an  early  promise  to  my  father, 
never  to  enter  the  doors  of  a  gaming-house.^ 

<^  I  tell  you  this  is  none,^  said  Lord  Dalgar- 
no ;  *'  it  is  but,  in  plain  terms,  an  eating-house, 
arranged  on  civiller  terms,  and  frequented  by 
better  company,  than  others  in  thb  town;  and  if 
some  of  them  do  amuse  themselves  with  cards 
and  hazard,  they  are  men  of  honour,  and  who 
play  as  such,  and  for  no  more  than  they  can 
well  afford  to  lose.  It  was  not,  and  could  not 
be,  such  houses  that  your  father  deored  you  to 
avoid.  Besides,  he  might  as  wdl  have  made  you 
swear  you  would  never  take  the  accommodation 
of  an  inn,  tavern,  eating-house,  or  place  of  pub- 
lic reception  of  any  kind ;  for  there  is  no  supb 
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I^aoe  of  public  resort  but  what  your  eyes  may 
be  therein  ooatainiDated  by  the  sight  of  a  pack 
of  peces  of  painted  pasteboard,  and  your  ears 
profaned  by  the  rattle  of  those  little  spotted 
cubes  of  iTory^  The  difference  is,  that  where  we 
go,  we  may  happen  to  see  persons  of  quality 
amunng  themselves  with  a  game;  and  in  the  or« 
dinary  houses  you  will  meet  bullies  and  sharp. 
ersy  who  will  strive  either  to  cheat  or  to  swagger 
you  out  of  your  money •^ 

''  I  am  sure  you  would  not  willingly  lead  me 
to  do  what  is  wrong,^  said  Nigel ;  ^*  but  my  fa. 
ther  had  a  horror  ol  games  of  chance,  religious 
I  believe,  as  well  as  prudential.  He  judged  from 
I  know  not  what  circumstance,  a  fallacious  one 
I  should  hope,  that  I  had  a  propennty  to  such 
ooursesy  and  I  have  told  you  the  promise  which 
he  exacted  fiom  me." 

^*  Now,  by  my  honour,"  said  Dalgamo,  **  what 
you  have  said,  affords  the  strongest  reason  for  my 
insisting  that  you  go  with  me,  A  man  who  would 
shun  any  danger,  should  first  become  acquainted 
with  its  real  bearing  and  extent,  and  that  ip  the 
company  of  a  confidential  guide  and  guard.  Do 
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you  think  I  mysdf  game  ?  Good  faitb^  my  fa- 
therms  oaks  grow  too  far  from  London,  and  rtand 
too  fast  rooted  in  the  rocks  of  Perthshire,  for  me 
to  troU  them  down  with  a  die,  though  I  hare 
seen  whole  fareBts  go  down  like  nine.pins.  No, 
no^-these  are  sports  for  the  wealthy  Southron, 
not  for  the  poor  Scottish  noUe.  The  place  is  an 
eating-house,  and  as  such  you  and  I  will  use  lU 
If  others  use  it  to  game  in,  it  is  thor  fault,  but 
neither  that  of  the  house  nor  ours.^ 

Unsatisfied  with  this  reasoning,  Nigel  still  in- 
sisted upon  the  promise  he  had  given  to  his  fa- 
ther, until  his  companion  appeared  rather  dis- 
jdeased,  and  disposed  to  impute  to  him  injurious 
and  unhandsome  suspicions.  Lord  Glenvarloch 
could  not  stand  this  change  of  tone :  He  recol- 
lected that  much  was  due  from  him  to  JLord 
Dalgamo,  on  account  of  his  father^s  ready  and 
efficient  friendship,  and  something  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  frank  manner  in  which  the  young 
man  himself  had  ofiered  him  his  intimacy.  He 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  his  assurances  that  the 
house  where  they  were  about  to  dine  did  not 
fall  under  the  description  of  places  to  which  his 
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fatber^s  prohibition  referred ;  and,  finally,  be  was 
strong  in  his  own  resolution  to  resist  every  tempt- 
ation to  join  in  games  of  chance.  He  therefore 
pacified  Lord  Dalgarno,  by  intimating  bis  will, 
ingness  to  go  along  with  him ;  and  the  good  hu- 
mour of  the  young  courtier  instantaneously  re- 
turning, he  again  ran  on  in  a  grotesque  and  rho- 
domontade  account  of  the  host.  Monsieur  de 
Beaujeu,  which  he  did  not  conclude  until  they 
had  reached  the  Temple  of  Hospitality  over 
which  that  eminent  professor  presided. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

•««-  This  it  the  nay  ban-yard, 
Where  mueter  daily  the  prime  cocks  o*  the  game, 
Rttflle  tlieir  pfniona,  oow  till  ibtj  are  hdane. 
And  ipar  aboat  a  barley-corn.    Here  two  rhicketiii 
The  eaUoir,  unfledged  brood  of  forward  folly, 
IfCam  fi^  to  rear  the  crest,  and  aim  the  spOTi 
And  tune  thdr  note  like  full-phimed  Chanticleer. 

The  Bcai-'Garien, 

Tbb  Ordklafy,  now  an  ignoble  souody  was,  in 
the  days  cf  Janies,  a  new  institution,  te  fashion- 
able among  the  yoath  of  that  age  as  the  first-rate 
modem  dnb^houses  are  amoAgst  those  of  the  pre» 
sent  Amj.  It  diffisred  chiefly,  in  b^ng  open  to  aU 
whom  good  clothes  and  good  assurance  oombined 
to  intffodttce  there.    This  company  usuaUy 
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together  at  an  hour  fixed,  and  the  manager  of  the 
establishment  presided  as  master  of  the  ceremo- 
nies. 

Monneur  Le  Chevalier,  (as  he  qualified  him^ 
self,)  Saint  Priest  de  Beaujeu,  was  a  sharp,  thin 
Gascon,  about  sixty  years  old,  banished  from  his 
own  country,  as  he  said,  on  account  of  an  affair  of 
honour,  in  which  he  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  his 
antagonist,  though  thebest  swordsman  in  the  south 
of  France.  His  pretensions  to  quaUty  were  sup- 
ported by  a  feathered  hat,  a  long  rapier,  and  a  suit 
of  embroidered  taffeta,  not  much  the  worse  for 
wear,  in  the  extreme  fashion  of  the  Parisian  court, 
and  fluttering  like  a  May-pole  with  many  knots  of 
ribband,  of  which  it  was  computed  he  bore  at  least 
five  hundred  yards  about  his  person.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  profusion  of  decoration,  there 
were  many  who  thought  Monrieur  le  Chevalier 
so  admirably  calculated  for  his  present  situation, 
that  nature  could  never  have  meant  to  place  him 
an  inch  above  it  It  was,  however,  part  of  the 
anrasement  of  the  place,  for  Lord  Dalgamo  and 
other  young  men  of  quality  to  treat  Monmeur  de 
Beaujeu  with  a  great  deal  of  mock  ceremony. 
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which  beiDg  observed  by  the  herd  of  more  ordU 
jiavy  and  simple  gulls,  they  paid  him^  in  ixnitatioi]^ 
much  real  deference.  The  Gaaoon^s  natural  for* 
wardneaB  being  much  enhanoed  by  these  cireum* 
stances,  he  was  often  guilty  of  presuming  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  mtuation,  and  of  course  had 
sometimes  the  mortifioaUon  to  be  disagreeably 
djiven  back  into  them. 

When  Nigel  entered  the  manaon  of  this  emi- 
nent person,  which  had  been  but  of  late  the  re- 
ttdenoe  of  a  great  Baron  of  Queen  Elizabeth^s 
court,  who  had  retired  to  his  manors  in  the  coun- 
try on  the  death  of  that  great  princess,  he  was 
surprised  at  the  extent  of  the  accommodation 
whidi  it  afforded,  and  the  number  of  guests  who 
were  already  assembled.  Feathers  waved,  spurs 
jisgled,  lace  and  embroidery  glanced  every  where; 
and,  at  first  sight  at  least,  it  certainly  made  good 
JLord  Dalgamo*^  encomium^  who  represented  the 
company  as  composed  almost  entirely  of  youth 
^  the  first  quality.  A  more  close  review  was  not 
quite  so  favourable.  Several  individuals  might 
heidisoovered  who  were  not  exactly  at  their  ease 
in  the  splendid  dresses  which  they  wore,  and  who^ 
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therefiove^  might  be  supposed  not  balntualiy  f»- 
0iiliar  with  sudi  finery.  Again, therp  were  oCheK% 
whose  dresSy  Aough  upon  the  general  view  it  did 
not  seem  inferior  to  diat  of  the  rest  of  the  ooai^ 
pany,  dispUyed,  on  being  observed  more  dosdy^ 
some  of  those  petty  ^pedients,  by  which  Tanity 
endeavours  to  disguise  poverty. 

Nigel  had  very  little  time  to  make  sudi  bbeer* 
vations,  for  the  entrance  of  Lord  Dalgamo  crea* 
ted  an  immediate  bustle  and  sensation  among  the 
company,  as  his  name  passed  fiom  one  mouth  ta 
another.  Somestood  forward  to  gaze,others  stood 
hack  to  make  way—- t)iose  of  his  own  rank  has- 
tened to  weteome  him— those  of  inferior  d^ree 
endeavoured  to  catdi  some  point  of  his  gesture, 
or  of  ^ia  dress,  to  be  worn  and  practised  upon  a 
future  occasion,  as  the  newest  and  most  luithei^ 
iMfashionp 

^'The  GenifUi  Loei^  the  Chevalier  hittseli;  was 
mil  the  Ifi^  to  welcome  this  prime  stay  and  onu^ 
meni  of  bis  estabEahment.  He  came  shuffing 
forward  with  a  hundred  apish  coagis  and  Aet^ 
mkr^y  to  express  his  happiness  at  seeing  Lord 
I)aIg$mo  again.— <<  I  hope  you  do  bring  back  the 


TUX  FtfHTVWXI  OP  KIOXL.  7 

ann*wifth  you,  melord^^You  did  canj  away  the 
•an  and  the  moon  fkom  your  paarre  Chevalier 
when  you  leave  him  for  so  loog.  Faxdieu,  I  be* 
Ueve  yon  take  them  away  in  your  pocket&" 

^  That  mU8t  have  been  because  you  left  me 
t«tf\tliittg  else  in  them,  Cheralier,^  answered  Lord 
Dalgamo  \  **  but  Monneur  le  Chetalier,  I  pray 
you  to  know  my  countryman  and  friend  Lord 
Glmvarioch.* 

**  Ah,  ha  I  tres  honor6— J'e  m^en  souvienSf-* 
eiiL  cTai  conou  autrefois  un  Miior  Kenfarloque 
enBopsse.  Yes,  I  have  memory  of  hinw-lepere 
de  mi  lor  apparemment— we  were  tera  intimate 
when  I  was  at  Oly  Boot  with  Monsieur  de  la 
Motte—I  did  often  play  at  tennis  vit  Milor 
Kenfarloque  at  L^Abbaie  de  Oly  Root—jl  etoit 
m£me  plus  fort  que  moi-«Ah  le  beauooup  de 
rerers  qu^il  avoit  !•— I  have  memory  too  that  he 
was  among  the  pretty  girls— «h  un  nai  diaMe 
deduun4— Aha !  I  have  memory        ^ 

^  Better  have  no  more  memory  of  the  late 
Lord  Glenvariocb^**  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  inter* 
rupting  the  Chevalier  without  ceremony )  who 
perceived  that  the  encomium  which  he  was  about 
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to  pass  on  the  decensed  was  likely  to  be  im  disa* 
greeable  to  the  son,  as  it  was  totally  undesened 
by  the  father,  who,  far  from  being  either  a  gamo* 
ster  or  libertine,  as  the  Chevalier^s  remiDisoences 
fakely  represented  him,  was,  on  the  oonCraryy 
strict  and  seyere  in  his  course  of  life,  almost  to  the 
extent  of  rigour. 

'*  You  have  the  reason,  milor,^  answered  the 
Chevalier,  '*  you  have  the  right — Qu^est  ce  que 
nous  avons  a  faire,  avec  le  tems  pass^  ?— the  time 
passed  did  belong  to  our  fathers— our  ancetres— ^ 
very  weU«»-the  time  present  is  to  qs — ithey  have 
their  pretty  tombs,  with  thmr  memories  and  ar« 
morial,  all  in  brass  and  marbre— ^we  have  the  pedts 
plats  exquisy  and  the  8oupe-«.Chevalier,  which  I 
irill  cause  to  mount  up  immediately.^ 

So  saying,  he  made  a  {nrouette  on  his  heel,  and 
put  his  attendants  in  motion  to  place  dinner  on 
the  table.  Dalgamo  laughed,  and  obiserving  his 
young  friend  looked  grave,  said  to  him,  in  a  tone 
of  r^toacb--"*^  Why,  what !— *you  are  not  gull 
enough  to  be  angry  with  such  an  ass  as  that  P^ 

''  I  keep  my  anger,  I  trust,  for  better  pur« 
poses,'^  said  Lord  Glcnvarloch ;  ^*  but  I  confess 
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J  was  moved  to  hear  such  a  fellow  mentton  my 
fadier's  mane-— and  you  too,  who  told  me  thtB 
^waa  no  gaming-house^  talked  to  him  of  having 
left  it  with  empded  pockets.^ 

<<  Pshaw,  man  !^  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  <*  I  spoke 
botaocoiding  to  the  trick  of  the  time;  berides^a 
man  must  set  a  piece  or  two  sometimes,  or  he  would 
be  held  a  cullionly  niggard.  But  here  comes  din- 
ner, and  we  will  see  whether  you  like  the  Cheva- 
lior*8  good  cheer  better  than  his  conversation." 

Dinner  was. announced  accordingly,  and  the 
two  friends,  being  seated  in  the  most  honourable 
stationat  the  board,  were  ceremoniously  attended 
to  by  the  Chevalier,  who  did  the  honours  of  his 
taUe  to  them  and  to  the  other  guests,  and  seiu 
aoned  the  whole  with  hb  agreeable  cottfersation. 
,The  dinner  was  really  excellent,  in  fliat  pquant 
style  of  cookery  which  the  French  had  already  in^ 
traduced,  and  which  the  home-bred  young  men 
of  England,  when  thqr  aspired  to  the  rank  of 
omnoisseurs  and  persons  of  taste,  were  under 
the  necesaty  of  admiring.  The  wine  was  also 
of  the  first  quality,  and  drculated  in  great  va* 
riety,  and  no  less  abundance.    The  conversatum 
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anoDg  80  many  young  mra»  w«s,  of  ooune*  lights 
]iyely»  and  amunng,  and  Nigd^  whose  mind  had 
been  long  depretfed  by  anxiety  and  misfortune, 
naturally  found  himself  at  ease,  and  hia  spirits 
laised  and  animated* 

Some  of  the  company  had  real  wit,  and  could 
use  it  both  politely  and  to  advantage ;  otheliB  wcie 
coxoombst  and  were  laughed  at  without  dlsooveiw 
ingit;  and,  agfun,  others  were  originals,  who  seem- 
ed  to  have  no  objection  that  the  company  should 
be  amused  with  their  folly  instead  of  their  wit 
And  almost  all  the  rest  who  played  any  prmsd- 
nent  part  in  the  conversation,  had  either  the  real 
tone  of  good  society  which  belonged  to  the  period^ 
or  the  jargon  which  often  passes  current  for  it 

In  short,  the  company  and  oouTersation  was  so 
agreeable,  that  Nigers  rigour  was  softened  by  it, 
a¥en  towards  the  nuister  of  eeiemonies,  and  he 
Ksteii^  with  patience  to  various  details  which  the 
ChevaKer  de  Beaujen,  seriag,  as  he  said,  that  Idu 
lor^s  taste  lay  for  the  <<  eorieux  and  Tutile^^  dMse 
Co  address  to  him  in  particular,  on  the  suti^cct  of 
cookery.  To  gratify,  at  the  same  time,  the  taste 
for  antiquity,  which  he  somehow  supposed  that 

13 
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his  new  guett  'posiosaed,  be  laundied  out  in  oou. 
mendatioii  of  the  great  artists  of  fbrmer  cl«)r% 
particularly  one  ivhcvm  be  had  linown  in  his  jKuitfay 
'*  Maidre  de  Cuisine  to  tbe  liarechal  Stroaai^ 
\res  bon  gentiihomme  pourtant  ;*  vho  had  maii^ 
tained  his  mastet's  table  with  twelve  eovers  every 
day  during  tbe  long  and  severe  blockade  of  Le 
petit  Leyth,  akhough  he  bad  nothing  better  to 
plaee  on  it  than  the  quarter  of  a  carrion^horse 
now  and  then^  and  the  grass  and  weeds  that  grew 
on  the  raipparts.  ^  Bes  par  dieux  o^etoit  ua 
honune  auperbe  I  With  on  tistle«head,  and  a 
nettle  or  two,  he  equld  make  a  sonpe  tor  twenty 
goe8t»**"«n  haundi  of  a  little  puppy^log  made  a 
roti  dta  plus  excellents ;  but  his  coup  de  maitre 
waa  when  the  rendition-«wh|it  you  call  t^  suik 
render,  took  plfoe  and  appened ;  and  then,  diaH 
w^  damwe?  he  fnade  out  of  the  hmd  quarter  ef 
one  sahed  h^rse^  forty^five  converts;  that  the 
BngUflh  and  Scottish  officers  and  noUIity,  who 
had  the  honour  to  dine  with  Monseigneur  upon 
the  reodidon,  could  not  tell  what  tbe  devil  any 
one  of  them  were  made  upon  at  alL^ 

The  good  wine  hid  by  tins  time  gone  so  mer- 
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romid,  and  had  sudi  genial  cfbct  on  the 
giwBtSy  thai  those  of  the  lower  end  of  the  table» 
who  had  hhherto  been  listener^  fa^an,  not  great, 
ly  to  their  own  oedity  or  that  of  the  oidinaiy,  to 
make  innovations 

«  You  qieak  of  the  Bi^  of  Leith,"*  8ttd  a  tall, 
Tsw-boned  man,  with  tluck  moustaches  tamed  op 
with  a  military  t^rist,  a  broad  buff  belt,  a  long 
rapier,  and  other  outward  qrmbols  of  the  honour- 
ed profesaon,  which  lives  by  kilhng  of  other  peo. 
pie,—'*  you  talk  of  the  siege  of  Ldth,  and  Ihave 
seen  the  jdace — a  pretty  kind  of  a  hamlet  it  is, 
with  a  plain  wall,  or  rampart,  and  a  pigeon-house 
or  two  of  a  tower  at  ev^  angle.  Uds  daggers 
and  scabbards,  if  a  leaguer  of  our  days  had  been 
twen^-four  hours,  not  to  say  so  many  mcMiths 
before  it,  without  canying  the  place  and  all  its 
oodk-krfts,  one  after  another,  by  pure  stonn,  they 
would  have  deserved  no  better  grace  than  the 
Provost  Marshall  g^ves  when  his  noose  is  reeved  * 

*'  Saar,^  said  the  Chevalier,  <<  Monsieur  le 
Capitune,  I  vas  not  at  the  dege  of  the  Petit 
Lcyth,  and  I  know  not  what  you  say  about  the 
cock-loft;  but  I  will  say  for  Monseigneur  de 
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Stiosxi)  that  he  anderatood  the  grand  guerre, 
and  WB8  grand  eapitaine— -plus  grand  »<that  is 
more  great  it  may  be,  than  some  of  the  cajHtaines 
of  Angleterre,  who  do  speak  very  loud— 4enez^ 
Monaeur,  car  c^est  a  vous  !^ 

*^  b  Monoeur,**  answered  the  swordsman,  ^  we 
know  the  Frenchman  will  fight  well  behind  his 
barrier  of  stone,  or  when  he  is  armed  with  back^ 
breast,  and  pot.^ 

*<  Pot  r  exclaimed  the  Chevalier,  *^  what  do 
you  mean  by  pot^-do  you  mean  to  insult  me 
among  my  noble  guests  ?  Saar,  I  have  done  my 
duty  as  a  panvre  gentilhomme  under  the  Grand 
Henri  Quatre,  both  at  Courtrai  and  Yvry,  and, 
ventre  saint  gris  I  we  had  neither  pot  nor  mar- 
mite,  but  did  always  charge  in  our  shirt** 

*'  Whicli  refutes  another  base  scandal/*  said 
Lord  Dalgamo,  laughing,  **  alleging  that  linen 
was  scarce  among  the  French  gentlemen-at-arms.^ 

^  Gentlemen  out  at  arms  and  elbows  both, 

you  mean,  my  lord,^  said  the  captiun,  from  the 

bottom  of  the  table.    <^  Craving  your  lordship^s 

pardon,  I  do  know  something  of  these  same 

gens-d^armes.^ 

\ 
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^  We  will  spate  your  knowledge  at  preKot^ 
captailiy  and  saire  your  modesty  at  the  sUme 
time  the  trouble  of  teUing  us  how  that  knowledge 
was  aoqmred,^  answered  Lord  Dalgamo,  rather 
contemptuously. 

^  I  need  not  speak  of  it,  my  lord,^  said  the 
man  of  war ;  ^'  the  world  knows  it--«ll,  per- 
hapsi  but  the  men  of  mohaii^— the  poor  sneaking 
Citizens  of  London,  who  would  see  a  man  of  ya^ 
lour  eat  his  yery  hilts  for  hung^,  ere  tb^  would 
draw  a  farthing  from  their  long  purses  to  relieve 
them.  0|  if  a  band  of  the  honest  fellows  I  have 
seen  were  once  to  ooiae  near  that  cuekod*s  nest 
at  tAeursi 

**  A  cuckooes  nest  l«-«nd  that  said  of  the  city  of 
Londofi,^  said  a  gallant  who  sate  on  the  oppoate 
nde  of  the  table,  and  who,  wearing  a  splendid  and 
fashionable  dress,  seemed  yet  scarce  at  home  in 
it^— <<  I  will  not  brook  to  hear  that  repeated,^ 

^'  What  r  said  the  soldier,  bending  a  most 
terr^  frown  from  a  pair  of  Woad  black  eye- 
brows^  handling  the  hih  ef  his  weapon  with  one 
hand,  and  twirling  with  the  otb^r  bis  huge  mus« 
tachios ;  <*  will  you  quarrel  for  your  city  V* 
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**  Ay^  inarfy  wSl  I,*  replied  the  other.  <<  I 
am  a  dlbcn^  I  oara  not  who  knows  it  $  and  he 
who  shall  speak  a  word  in  its  dispraise,  is  an  ass 
md  a  pelvmptxMrj  guU^  and  I  will  break  his  pate, 
to  tcacdi  him  sense  and  manners,^ 

The  company^  who  probably  had  their  reasons 
fflt  not  Talmng  the  captain^s  courage  at  the  high 
rake  which  he  put  upon  it^  were  much  entertaiD- 
ed  at  the  manner  in  which  the  quarrel  was  taken 
up  by  the  indignani  ci^ien ;  and  they  exclaimed 
aaaU  ndes,  »  WeU  rung,  Bow-bellT  «  WeU 
cn>wed,  the  cock  of  Saint  Paul's  r  <<  Sound  a 
charge  there,  or  the  soldier  will  mistake  his  sig* 
pals,  and  retreat  when  he  should  advance.^ 

^  You  mistake  me^  gentlemen,^  said  the  cap- 
tain,  looking  round  with  an  air  of  dignity.  <^  I 
will  but  inquire  whether  this  cavaliero  citizen  is 
of  rank  and  oegree  fitted  to  meaisure  swords  with 
a  man  of  action ;  (for,  concave  me,  gentlemen,  it 
is  not  with  every  one  that  I  can  match  myself 
iritbout  loss  of  reputation ;)  and  in  that  case  he 
shall  soon  hear  from  me  honourably,  by  way  of 
chastd.^ 

t'  You  diall  feel  me  most  dishonourably  in  thc^ 


I* 
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wqr  of  cudgel,^^  sidd  the  citizeiiy  starting  up,  and 
taking  his  sword,  which  he  had  laid  in  a  comer. 
"  Follow  me.** 

''  It  b  my  right  to  name  the  place  of  combat, 
by  all  the  rules  of  the  sword,^  said  the  captain ; 
^  and  I  do  nominate  the  Maze,  in  Tothill-Fields, 
for  place— two  gentlemen,  who  shall  be  indiffe- 
rent judges,  for  witnesses ;— and  for  dme—Jet 
me  say  this  day  fortnight,  at  day*break.^ 

**  And  I,^  said  the  citizoi,  *'  do  nominate  the 
Bowlittg-^illey  bet)ind  the  house  for  place,  tbe 
present  good  company  for  witnesses,  and  fiv 
time,  the  present  moment^ 

So  saying,  he  cast  on  his  beaver,  struck  the 
soldier  across  the  shoulders  with  his  sheathed 
sword,  and  ran  down  sturs.  The  captain  shew* 
ed  no  instant  alacrity  to  follow  him ;  yet,  at  last, 
roused  by  the  laugh  and  sneer  around  him,  he 
assured  the  company,  that  what  he  did,  he  would 
do  deliberately,  and,  assuming  his  hat,  which  he 
put  on  with  the  air  of  Ancient  Pistd,  he  descend- 
ed the  stairs  to  the  place  of  combat,  where  his 
more  prompt  adversary  was  alreadj^  stationed^ 
with  his  sword  unsheathed.  Of  the  company,  all 

12  ^ 
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of  whom  seemed  highly  delighted  with  the  ap- 
proaching fray,  some  ran  to  the  windows  which 
overlooked  the  bowling-alley,  and  others  follow- 
ed the  combatants  down  stairs.  Nigel  could  not 
help  asking  Dalgamo  whether  he  would  not  in- 
terfere to  prevent  mischief. 

^*  It  would  be  a  crime  agiunst  the  public  inte- 
rest,^  answered  his  friend ;  '^  there  can  no  mi»- 
chief  happen  between  two  such  originals,  whidi 
will  not  be  positive  benefit  to  society,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  Chevalier^s  establishment,  as  he 
calls  it.  I  have  been  as  sick  of  that  captain^s 
buff  belt,  and  red  doublet,  for  this  month  past, 
as  e^er  I  was  of  aught;  and  now  I  hope  this 
bold  linen-draper  will  cudgel  the  ass  out  of  that 
filthy  Hone's  hide.  See,  Nigel,  see  the  gallant  ci< 
tizen  has  ta^en  his  ground  about  a  bowPs-cast 
forward,  in  the  midst  of  the  alley — the  very 
model  of  a  hog  in  armour.  Behold  how  he 
prances  with  his  manly  foot,  and  brandishes  his 
blade,  much  as  if  he  were  about  to  measure 
forth  cambric  with  it.— See,  they  bring  on  the 
reluctant  soldado^  and  plant  him  opposite  to  hb 
fiery  antagonist,  twelve  paces  still  dividing  them. 

VOL.  II.  B 
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— IjOj  the  captain  drawa  hia  tool,  but,  like  a 
good  general,  looka  over  lua  ahoulder  to  secure 
his  retreat,  in  caae  the  worst  come  on^t — ^Behold 
the  valiant  shopkeep^  stoops  his  head,  confident, 
doubtless,  in  the  civichehnet  with  which  his  spouse 
has  fortified  his  skull— Why,  this  is  the  rarest  of 
sp6rt !  By  Heaven,  he  will  run  a  tilt  with  him 
like  a  ram.^ 

It  was  even  as  Lord  Dalgamo  had  anticipa- 
ted;  for  the  citaasen,  who  seemed  quite  serious  in 
his  seal  for  combat,  perceiving  that  the  man  of 
war  did  not  advance  towards  him,  rushed  on* 
wards  with  as  much  good  fortune  as  courage^ 
beat  down  the  captain^s  guard,  and  pressing  on, 
thrust,  as  it  seemed,  his  sword  dear  through  the 
body  of  his  antagomst,  who,  with  a  deep  groan, 
measured  his  length  on  the  ground.  A  score  of 
voices  cried  to  the  conquerm-,  as  he  stood  fixed 
in  astonishment  at  his  own  feat,  *^  Away,  awmy 
with  you— fly,  fly— -fly  by  the  hack  door-«-get 
into  the  Whitefnars,  or  cross  the  water  to  the 
Bankside,  while  we  keep  off  the  mob  and  the 
constables.^  And  the  conquerm*,  leaving  hia  vaiw 
quished  foeman  on  the  ground,  fled  accordingly, 
with  all  speed. 
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<<  By  HeaTen/*  said  Idxd  Dalgamo,  ^^  I  could 
never  have  believed  that  the  fellow  would  have 
stood  to  receive  a  thrust-^he  has  certainly  been 
arrested  by  positive  terror,  and  lost  the  use  of  his 
Inabs.     See,  they  are  riusing  him.^ 

Stiff  and  stark  seemed  the  corpse  of  the  swordi- 
man,  as  one  or  two  of  the  guests  raised  him  from 
the  ground ;  but  when  they  hegaai  to  open  his 
waistiooat  to  search  for  the  wound  which  nowhere 
existed,  the  man  of  war  collected  his  scattered 
^lirits^  and  conscious  that  the  ordinary  was  no 
hmger  a  stage  on  which  to  display  his  valour, 
took  to  his  heels  as  fastas  he  could  run,  pursued 
by  the  laughter  and  shouts  of  the  company. 

**  By  my  honour,^  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  *<  he 
takes  the  same  course  with  his  conqueror.  I  trust 
in  Heaven  he  will  overtake  him,  and  then  the 
valiant  citizen  will  suppose  himself  haunted  by 
the  ghost  of  him  ha  has  slain.^ 

Despardieux,  mi  lor,^  said  the  Chevalier, 

if  be  had  stayed  one  moment,  he  should  have 
had  a  iorckon^^wlmi  you  call  a  dish-clout,  pin- 
ned to  him  for  a  piece  of  shroud,  to  shew  he  be 
de  ghost  of  one  grand  fanfaron/^ 
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«  In  the  mean  while^^  said  Lord  Dalgarno, 
«  you  will  oblige  us,  Monaeur  le  Chevalier,  as 
well  as  maintain  your  own  honoured  reputation, 
by  letting  your  drawers  receive  the  man-at-arms 
with  a  cudgel,  in  case  he  should  venture  to  come 
this  way  again.^ 

*<  Ventre  Sunt  gris,  my  lor,^  said  the  cheva- 
lier, *^  leave  that  to  me«— >*Begar,  the  maid  shall 
throw  the  wash-sud  upon  the  grand  poltron."^ 

When  they  had  laughed  suffidently  at  this 
ludicrous  occurrence,  the  party  began  to  divide 
themselves  into  little  knota  oome  took  posaes* 
sion  of  the  alley,  late  the  scene  of  combat,  and 
put  the  field  to  its  proper  use  of  a  bowling- 
ground,  and  it  soon  resounded  with  all  the  terms 
of  the  game,  as  *'  run,  run— rub,  rub— hold  bias, 
you  infernal  trundling  timber;^  thus  making 
good  the  saying,  that  three  things  are  thrown 
away  in  a  bowling-green,  namely,  time^  mcmey, 
and  oaths. 

In  the  house,  many  of  the  gentlemen  betook 
themselves  to  cards  or  dice,  and  parties  were  form- 
ed at  Ombre,  at  Basset,  at  Gleek,  at  Primero, 
and  other  games  then  in  fashion ;  while  the  dice 
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were  used  at  various  games,  both  with  and  with- 
out the  taUes,  as  Hazard,  Iiwand-in,  Passage, 
and  so  forth.  ^  The  play,  however,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  extravagantly  deep ;  it  was  certainly 
conducted  with  great  decorum  and  fairness ;  nor 
did  there  appear  any  thing  to  lead  the  younger 
Scotsman,  in  the  least  to  doubt  his  companion's 
assurance,  that  the  place  was  frequented  by  men 
of  rank  and  quality,  and  that  the  recreations  they 
adopted  were  conducted  upon  honourable  prin- 
dples. 

Lord  Dalgamo  nmther  proposed  play  to  his 
friend,  nor  joined  in  the  amusement  himself,  but 
sauntered  from  one  table  to  another,  remarkbg 
the  luck  of  the  different  players,  as  well  as  their 
capacity  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  exchan- 
ging conversation  with  the  highest  and  most  re- 
spectable  of  the  guestsi  At  length,  as  if  tired  of 
what  in  modem  phrase  would  have  been  termed 
lounging,  he  suddenly  remembered  that  Burbage 
waa  to  act  Shakespeare^s  King  Richard,  at  the 
Fortune,  that  afternoon,  and. that  he  could  not 
'^ve  a  stranger  in  London,  like  Lord  Gl^var- 
loch,  a  higher  entertunment  than  to  carry  him 


22  THE  FOATUNES  OF  NIGEL. 

to  that  exhibition ;  **  unless,  indeed,^  lie  added, 
in  a  vhisper,  ^^  there  is  a  pateraal  intecdictionof 
the  theatre  as  well  as  of  the  ordinajy.^  * 

**  I  never  heard  my  lather  speak  of  stage-, 
plays,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  *^  for  they  are 
shows  of  a  modern  date,  and  unknown  in  Soot- 
land.     Yet,  if  what  I  have  heard  to  their  pre- 
judice be  true,  I  doubt  much  whether  hewouUL 
have  appfoved  of  them.^ 
.    *'  Approved  of  them  T  exclaimed  Lord  Dal* 
garno— >*<  why,  George  Buchanan  wrote  trage- 
dies, add  his  pupil,  learned  and  wise  as  himself, 
goes  to  see  them,  so  it  is  next  door  to  treason  to 
abstain ;  and  the  cleverest  men  in  England  wrke 
for  the  stage,  and  the  prettiest  women  in  Lon- 
don resort  to  the  play-houses ;  and  I  have  a  brace 
of  nags  at  the  door  which  mH  carry  us  along 
the  streets  like  wild-fire,  and  the  tide  will  digest 
our  venison  and  ortolaes,  and  disapate  the  f  omes 
of  the  wine,  and  so  lef  s  to  horse*— ^odd>Bii  to 
you,  gentlemen— Godd^en,  Chevalier  de  IftFor*- 
tune.** 

Lord  Dalgamo'^s  grooms  were  in  attendance 
with  two  horses,  and  the  young  men  mounted, 
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the  proprietor  upon  a  &vonrite  borb^  and  Nigel 
upon  a  higlwdresied  jennet,  scarce  less  beautiful. 
As  they  rode  towards  the  theatre,  Lord  Dalgar- 
no  endeavoured  to  discover  his  friend'*s  opinion 
of  the  company  to  which  he  had  introduced  hitn, 
and  to  combat  the  exceptions  which  he  might 
soppoee  him  to  have  taken.  **  And  wherefore 
lookcat  thou  sad,^  he  said,  *^  my  pensive  neo- 
phyte ?  Sage  son  of  the  Alma  Mater  of  Low^ 
Dutch  learning,  what  aileth  thee  ?  Is  the  leaf 
of  the  living  world  which  we  have  turned  over 
in  company,  less  fairly  written  than  thou  hadst 
been  taught  to  expect?  Be  comforted,  and 
pass  over  one  little  blot  or  two;  thou  wilt  be 
doomed  to  read  through  many  a  page,  as  black 
as  Infiony,  with  her  sooty  pinion,  can  make  them. 
Remember,  most  immaculate  Nigel,  that  we  are 
in  London,  not  Leyden— diat  we  are  studying 
life,  not  lore.  Stand  buff  agunst  the  reproach 
of  thine  over-tender  oonsdence,  man,  and  when 
thou  summest  up,  Uke  a  good  arithmetidan,  the 
actions  of  the  day,  before  you  balance  the  account 
upon  your  pillow,  tell  the  accusing  spirit,  to  his 
brimstone  beard,  that  if  thine  ears  have  heard  the 
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clatter  of  the  devil^s  bones,  tby  hand  hath  not 
trowled  them— -that  if  thine  eye  hath  seen  the 
brawling  of  two  angry  boys,  thy  blade  hath  not 
been  bared  in  their  fray.^ 

**  Now,  all  this  may  be  wise  and  witty,**  re- 
plied Nigel ;  "  yet  I  own  I  cannot  think  but 
what  your  lordship,  and  other  men  of  good  qua- 
lity with  whom  we  dined,  might  have  chosen  a 
place  of  meeting  free  from  the  intrusion  of  bul- 
lies, and  a  better  master  of  your  ceremonial  than 
yonder  foreign  adventurer.^ 

<*  All  shall  be  amended,  Sancte  Nigelle,  when 
thou  shalt  come  forth  a  new  Peter  the  Hermit, 
to  preach  a  crusade  against  diceing,  drabbiDg, 
and  company-keeping.    We  will  meet  for  dinner 
in  Sidnt  Sepulchre^s  Church ;  we  will  dine  in  the 
chancel,  drink  our  flask  in  the  vestry,  the  parson 
shall  draw  every  cork,  and  the  derk  say  ameu 
to  every  health.   Come,  man,  cheer  up,  and  get 
rid  of  this  sour  and  unsocial  humour.     Credit 
me,  that  the  Puritans  who  object  to  us  the  follies 
and  the  frailties  incident  to  human  nature,  have 
themselves  tlie  vices  of  absolute  devils,  privy  mar 
lice  and  backbiting  hypocrisy,  and  spiritual  pride 
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ia  all  its  presinnpCioii.  There  is  much,  too,  in  life, 
which  we  must  see,  were  it  only  to  learn  to  shun 
it.  Will  Shakespeare,  who  lives  after  death,  and 
who  is  presently  to  afford  thee  such  pleasure  as 
none  but  himself  can  confer,  has  described  the 
gallant  Falconbridge  as  calling  that  man 


'  a  bastard  to  the  time. 


That  doth  not  gmadk  of  obeerfation ; 
Which^  though  I  will  not  practise  to  decdye^ 
Yet,  to  aToid  deceit,  I  mean  to  learn.' 

But  here  we  are  at  the  door  of  the  Fortune, 
where  we  shall  have  matchless  Will  speaking  for 
himself. — Goblin,  and  you  other  lout,  leave  the 
horses  to  the  grooms,  and  make  way  for  us 
through  the  press.^ 

They  dismounted,  and  thie  asinduous  efforts  of 
Lutin,  elbowing,  bullying,  and  proclaiming  his 
master'^sname  and  title,made  way  through  a  crowd 
of  murmuring  dtizens,  and  clamorous  apprenti- 
ces, to  the  door,  where  Lord  Dalgarno  speedily 
procured  a  brace  of  stools  upon  the  stage  for  his 
companion  and  himself,  where,  seated  among 
other  gaUants  of  the  same  class,  they  had  an  op- 
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poriunitj  of  displaying  their  fair  dranes  and  fa- 
flhioinble  manners,  while  they  aiticiaed  the  ]ueee 
during  its  progress ;  thus  farming,  at  the  same 
time,  a  consjHcuous  part  of  the  spectade,  and  an 
important  proportion  of  the  audience. 

Nigel  Olifaunt  was  too  eagerly  and  deeply  ab» 
sorbed  in  the  interest  of  the  scene,  to  be  capable 
of  playing  his  part  as  became  the  place  where  he 
was  seated.  He  felt  all  the  magic  of  that  sorcerer, 
who  had  displayed,  within  the  paltry  drde  of  a 
wooden  booth,  the  long  wars  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, compelling  the  heroes  of  either  line  to 
stalk  across  the  scene  in  language  and  fashion  as 
they  lived,  as  if  the  grave  had  given  up  the  dead 
for  the  amusement  and  instruction  of  the  living. 
Burbage,  esteemed  the  best  Richard  until  Gar- 
rick  arose,  played  the  tyrant  and  usurper  with 
such  truth  and  liveliness,  that  when  the  Battle  of 
Bosworth  seemed  concluded  by  his  death,  the 
ideas  6f  reality  and  deception  were  stvonglj  con- 
tending in  Lord  Glenvarloch^s  imagination,  and 
it  required  him  to  rouse  himself  from  his  reverie^ 
so  strange  did  the  proposal  at  first  sound  when 
his  companion  declared  King  Richard  should 
sup  with  them  at  the  Mcrmwd. 
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They  were  joined,  at  the  same  time,  by  a 
small  party  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
had  dined,  which  they  recruited  by  inviting  two 
or  three  of  the  most  accomplished  wits  and  poets, 
who  seldom  fail^  to  attend  the  Fortune  The- 
atre, and  were  even  but  too  ready  to  conclude 
a  day  of  amusement  with  a  night  of  pleasure. 
Thither  the  whole  party  adjourned,  and  betwixt 
fertile  cups  of  sack,  excited  spirits,  and  the  emu- 
lous wit  of  their  lively  companions,  seemed  to  re- 
alize the  joyous  boast  of  one  of  Ben  Jonson'*s 
contemporaries,  when  reminding  the  baid  of 

''Those  lyric  fessts 
Wliere  men  sach  dusters  had. 
As  msdeihem  nobly  wild,  not  nad; 

While  yet  each  vene  of  thine 
Outdid  the  meat,  outdid  the  frolic  wine:" 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Let  tibe  proud  MJmon  gorge  the  ftadio'd  hook. 
Then  strike,  and  then  you  have  him— He  will  wince ; 
Spin  out  your  line  that  it  shall  whistle  from  you 
ISome  twenty  ytrds  or  ws  yet  you  ebaU  httve  him^ 
Marry  1  you  must  have  patience— the  stout  rock 
Which  is  his  trust,  bath  edges  something  sharp ; 
And  the  deep  pool  hath  oose  and  sludge  enough 
To  mar  your  fishing— 'less  you  are  more  carefuL 

AUtkmi  or  the  Double  Kitt/^ 

It  is  seldcxm  that  a  day  of  pleasure,  upon  re- 
view, seems  altogether  so  exquisite  as  the  parta* 
ker  of  the  festivity  may  have  felt  it  while  passing 
over  him.  Nigel  Olifaunt,  at  least,  did  not  feel 
it  so,  and  it  required  a  visit  from  his  new  ac- 
quaintance, Lord  Dalgamo,  to  recondle  him  en- 
tirely to  himself.  But  this  visit  took  place  early 
after  breakfast,  and  his  friend'^s  discourse  was 
prefaced  with  a  question,  how  he  liked  the  com- 
pany of  the  preceding  evening  ? 
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<<  Why,  excellently  well,''  aaid  Lord  denyar- 
loch ;  '*  only  I  should  have  liked  the  vit  bettec 
had  it  seemed  to  flow  more  freely.  Every  manV 
invention  seemed  on  the  stretch,  and  each  extra- 
vagant simile  seemed  to  set  one  half  of  your  men 
of  wit  into  a  brown  study  to  prodnce  something 
which  should  out>herod  if 

'<  And  wherefore  not  ?*  said  Lord  Dalgamo ; 
*<  or  hat  are  these  fellows  fit  for,  but  to  play 
the  intellectual  gladiators  before  us  ?  He  of  them 
who  declares  himself  recreant,  should,  d— n 
him,  be  restricted  to  muddy  ale,  and  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  watermen's  company.  I  promise 
you,  that  many  a  pretty  fellow  has  been  mortally 
wounded  with  a  quibble  or  a  carwitchet  at  the 
Mermaid,  and  sent  from  thence  in  a  pitiable 
estate  to  Wit's  hospital  in  the  Vintry,  where  they 
languish  to  this  day  amongst  fools  and  alder- 
men." 

*<  It  may  be  so,"  said  Lord  Nigel ;  *<  yet  I  could 
swear  by  my  honour,  that  last  night  I  seemed  to 
be  in  company  with  more  than  one  man,  whose 
genius  and  learning  ought  either  to  have  placed 
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bim  higher  in  our  company,  or  to  have  witfidrawn 
him  altogether  from  a  soene^  where,  sooth  to 
speak,  bis  part  seemed  unwortfailj  subordinate.^ 

**  Now,  out  upon  your  tender  oonacience,^  said 
Lord  Dalgamo ;  *^  and  the  fioo  for  such  outcasts 
of  Parnassus  1  Why,  these  are  the  very  leavings 
of  thatnoble  banquet  of  pibkled  herrings  andBhe- 
nish»  which  lost  Ltondon  so  many  of  her  priudpal 
wit-mongers  and  bards  of  misrule.  What  would 
you  have  said  had  you  seen  Nash  or  Green,  whan 
you  interest  yourself  about  the  poor  mimes  you 
supt  with  last  night  ?  SuiBce  it,  they  had  their 
drench  and  their  doze,  and  they  drunk  and  slqit 
as  much  as  may  save  them  from  any  necessity  of 
eating  till  evening,  when>  if  they  are  industrious, 
they  will  find  patrons  or  pkyers  to  feed  them. 
For  the  rest  of  their  wants,  they  can  be  at  no  loss 
for  cold  water  while  the  New  River  head  holds 
good ;  and  your  doublets  of  Parnassus  are  eter- 
nal in  durati<»L^ 

'*  Virgil  and  Horace  had  more  efficient  patrcm- 
agd^^  said  I^gel. 

'*  Ay,""  rqalied  his  countryman,  <<  but  these 
fWlows  are  neither  Virgil  nor  Horace ;  beudes, 
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we  have  other  sfui^  of  another  sort,  to  whom  I 
will  introduce  you  on  some  early  occasion.  Our 
Swan  d  Aron  hath  sung  his  last,  but  we  hare 
stout  old  Ben,  with  as  much  learning  and  genius 
as  ever  prompted  the  treader  of  sock  and  buskin. 
It  is  not,  however,  of  him  I  mean  now  to  speak, 
but  I  come  to  pray  you,  of  dear  love,  to  row  up 
with  me  asYar  as  Richmond,  where  two  or  three  of 
the  gallants  whom  you  saw  yesterday,  mean  to 
pve  music  and  syllabubs  to  a  set  of  beauties, 
withsome  curious  bright  eyes  among  them ;  such, 
I  promiae  you,  as  might  win  an  astrologer  from 
his  worship  of  the  galaxy.  My  sister  leads  the 
bery,  to  whom  I  desire  to  present  you.  She  hath 
her  admirers  at  court,  and  is  regarded,  though 
might  dispense  with  sounding  her  praise,  as  one 
of  the  beauties  of  the  time." 

There  was  no  refunng  an  engagement,  where 
the  presence  of  the  party  invited,  late  so  low  in 
hb  own  regard,  was  demanded  by  a  lady  of  qua- 
lity,  one  of  the  choice  beauties  of  the  time.  Lord 
Glenvarhich  accepted,  as  was  inevitable,  and  spent 
a  lively  day  among  the  gay  and  the  fair.  He  was 
the  gallant  in  attendance  for  the  day  upon  his 
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friendTs  siater,  the  beautiful  Countess  of  Blacks 
Chester,  who  aimed  at  once  at  superiori^  in  the 
realms  of  fashion,  of  power,  and  of  wit  She  was 
indeed  considerably  older  than  her  brother,  and 
had  probably  completed  her  six  lustres ;  but  the 
deficiency  in  extreme  youth  was  more  than  atoned 
for  in  the  most  predse  and  curious  accuracy  in 
attire,  an  early  acquaintance  with  every  foreign 
mode,  and  a  peculiar  giflt  in  adapting  the  know- 
ledge which  she  acquired,  to  her  own  particular 
features  and  complexion.  At  court,  she  knew  as 
well  as  any  lady  in  the  circle,  the  predse  tone, 
moral,  political,  learned,  or  jocose,  in  which  it 
was  proper  to  answer  the  Monarch  according  to 
his  prevailing  humour,  and  was  supposed  to  have 
been  very  active,  by  her  personal  interest,  in  pro- 
curing her  husband  a  high  situation,  which  the 
gouty  old  viscount  could  never  have  deserved  by 
any  merit  of  his  own  common-place  ccmduct  and 
understanding. 

It  was  far  more  easy  for  this  lady,  than  for  her 
brother,  to  recondle  so  young  a  courtier  as  Liord 
Glenvarloch  to  the  customs  and  habits  of  a  sphere 

so  new  to  him.  In  all  civilized  soci^y,  the  females 

1^ 
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of  distinguished  rank  and  beauty,  ^ve  the  lone 
CD  manners,  and  through  these  even  to  motals. 
Lady  Blackdiester  had,  bendes,  interest  either  in 
the  court  or  over  the  court,  (for  its  soacce  could 
not  be  well  traced,)  which  created  friends,  and 
overawed  those  who  might  have  been  disposed 
to  play  the  part  of  enemies* 

At  one  time,  she  was  understood  to  be  closely 
leagued  with  the  Buckingham  famUy,  with  whom 
her  brother  still  maintained  a  great  intimacy. 
And  although  some  coldness  had  taken  place  be* 
twixt  the  CJountess  and  the  Duchess  of  Bucking* 
ham,  so  that  they  were  little  seen  together,  and 
the  former  seeaned  connderably  to  hare  with, 
drawn  herself  into  privacy,  it  was  whispered  that 
Lady  Blackchestcx*s  interest  with  the  great  fa* 
vourite  was  not  .cKmimshed  in  consequence  of  her 
breach  with  his  lady. 

Our  accounts  of  the  private  court  intrigues  of 
that  period,  and  of  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  entrusted,  are  not  full  enough  to  enable  us 
to  pronounce  upon  the  various  reports  which 
arose  out  of  the  circumstances  we  have  detailed. « 
It  is  enough  to  say,  that  Lady  Blackcfaaster  pos-^ 

vou  II.  c 
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flessed  great  influcooe  on  the  drde  mtomd  her, 
hoth  from  her  beau^,  her  dtilhies,  and  her  le- 
inited  taleats  lor  oourt4atrigae ;  and  that  Nigri 
OlifMint  was  not  long  cf  expericnciiig  its  power, 
as  he  became  a  dave  in  aome  dq^rae  to  ^t  qiedea 
of  habit  wUeh  eaniet  io  many  men  into  aoortw a 
aodety  at  a  certain  hour,  withoiit  expecting  or 
reooTing  any  particiikr  dqjvea  of  giatififiatioBt  or 
even  amuaemenL 

His  life  £ariav«ral«eeka  may  be  thns  dflseribed* 
The  enUnary  waa  no  bad  introdttctioi  to  the  bift- 
amem  of  die  day»  and  the  young  lord  quickly 
CMmdy  that  if  the  aodety  there  vaa  not  alwaya  iff. 
wpwiBchaMe,  atifl  it  famed  the  moat  oonrenient 
and  agneeribieplaee  of  meeting  with  the  ftiahion^ 
aUe  paitiea^  with  whom  he  naited  Hyde  Park, 
the  theatvea,  and  other  pkoea  of  public  leaorty  or 
joined  the  gay  and  glittering  dnde  wUch  liady 
Blaokobeater  had  aaaembkd  around  ben  Neither 
didbe  entertain  the  aaaae  acrupttbua  horror  whioh 
led  him  originaUy  cfien  to  hentate  entering  into  a 
pbee  where  gaming  was  permitled ;  but»  on  the 
oeotraiy,  began  to  indulge  the  idea,  ibataa  there 
could  be  ao  barm  in  beholding  auch  nacKiatiofi 
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wben  only  indulged  in  to  a  moderate  degree,  fo, 
ffom  a  parity  of  reasoniiigt  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jectbn  to  joining  in  it,  always  under  the  mne  m- 
striotiont.  But  the  young  lord  wai  a  Sootaman, 
habituated  to  early  reflection,  and  totally  uoao- 
cuatomed  to  any  habit  whidi  inferred  a  eareless 
riA  or  profuse  waste  of  money.  Prof usion  was  not 
his  natural  vice,  or  one  likely  to  be  aequired  in  the 
couitse  of  bb  educal^n ;  and  in  all  probi^ility, 
while  hiafather  anticipated  with  noble  homir  the 
idea  of  his  son  appfQaching  the  gsming'-table,  he 
was  nyore  startled  at  the  idea  of  his  becoming  a 
gabiog  than  a  losing  adventumr.  The  secondt 
aoeoiding  to  his  principles,  bad  a  termination,  a 
sad  one  indeed,  in  the  loss  of  temporal  fortunem- 
the  first  quality  went  on  increasing  the  evil  which 
he  dneaded,  end  perilled  at  cmce  both  body  and 
sodL 

However  the  old  lord  might  ground  his  ap{Hi&. 
heiuion,  it  was  so  far  verified  by  his  son's  oont- 
duct,  that  from  an  observe  of  the  various  games 
of  chance  which  he  witnessed,  he  came  by  degrees, 
by  moderate  hazards,  and  small  bets  or  wsgers, 
to  take  a  certain  interest  in  them.  Nor  could  it  he 
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denied  that  his  rank  and  expectations  entitled  him 
to  hazard  a  few  pieces,  (for  his  game  went  no 
deeper,)  against  persons,  who,  from  the  readiness 
with  which  they  staked  their  motiey,  might  be 
supposed  welt  able  to  atford  to  lose  it. 

It  chanced,  or  perhaps,  according  to  the  com- 
mon creed,  his  etil  genius  had  so  decreed,  that  Ni- 
gel'^s  adventures  were  remarkably  successful.  He 
was  temperate,  cautious,  cool-headed,  had  a  strong 
memory,  and  a  ready  power  of  calculation  i  Iras, 
besides,  of  a  daring  and  intrepid  character,  one 
upon  whom  no  one  that  had  looked  at  even  slight- 
ly, or  spoken  to  though  but  hastily,  would  readily 
have  ventured  to  practise  any  thing  approaching 
to  trick,  or  which  required  to  be  supported  by 
intimidation.  While  Lord  GlenVarloch  chose  to 
play,men  played  with  him  regularly, or,  according 
to  the  phrase,  upon  the  square ;  and,  as  he  found 
his  luck  change,  or  wished  to  hazard  his  good 
fortune  no  farther,  the  more  professed  votaries  of 
fortune  who  frequented  the  house  of  Monsieur  le 
Chevalier  de  Saint  Priest  Beaujeu,  did  not  venture 
c^nly  to  express  their  displeasure  at  his  rimng  a 
winner.  But  when  this  happened  repeatedly,  the 
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gamesters  murmured  among  themselves  equallj 
at  the  caution  and  the  success  of  the  young  Soots- 
man  ;  and  he  became  far  from  being  a  popular 
character  among  their  society. 

It  was  no  slight  inducement  to  the  continuance 
of  this  most  evil  habit,  when  it  was  once  in  some 
degree  acquired,  that  it  seemed  to  place  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  haughty  as  he  naturally  was,  be- 
yond the  uecesaty  of  subjecting  himself  to  far- 
ther pecuniary  obligations,  which  his  prolonged 
readence  in  London  must  otherwise  have  render- 
ed necessary.  He  had  to  solicit  from  the  minis- 
ters certain  forms  of  office,  which  were  to  render 
his  ngn  manual  effectually  useful.;  and  these, 
though  they  could  not  be  denied,  were  delayed 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  lead  Nigel  to  believe  there 
was  some  secret  opposition,  which  occasioned 
the  demur  in  his  business.  His  own  impulse  was 
to  have  appeared  at  court  a  second  time  with  the 
King^s  sign  manual  in  his  pocket,  and  to  have 
appealed  to  his  Majesty  himself,  whether  the  de- 
lay of  the  public  officers  ought  to  render  his  royal 
generosity  unavailing.  But  the  Lord  Huntin- 
glen,  that  good  old  peer,  who  had  so  frankly  in- 
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terfercd  in  bis  bebalf  on  a  fortner  occasion,  and 
whom  he  oocaMonally  visited,  greaUy  dissuaded 
him  from  a  nmilar  adventure,  and  exhorted  him 
quiedy  to  await  the  deliveranoe  of  the  minis- 
ters, which  should  set  him  free  from  dandng  at- 
tendance in  London.  Lord  Dalgarno  joined 
bis  father  in  deterring  his  yotmg  friend  fit)m  a 
second  attendance  at  court,  at  least  till  he  was 
reoondled  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham—--''  a 
matter  in  which,^  he  sud,  addressing  his  father, 
'*  I  have  offered  my  poor  as^tance,  without  be- 
ing able  to  prevail  on  Lord  Nigel  to  make  any— 
not  even  the  least  taibmission  to  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham.*^ 

''  By  my  faith,  and  I  hold  the  laddie  to  be  in 
the  right  on%  Malcolm  T  answered  the  stout  old 
Scots  lord.  *'  What  right  hath  Buckingham,  or, 
to  speak  plainly,  the  son  of  Sir  George  Villiers,  to 
expect  homage  and  fealty  from  one  more  noble 
than  himself  by  eight  quarters .'  I  heard  him  my« 
self,  on  no  reason  that  I  could  perceive,  term 
Lord  Nigel  his  enemy ;  and  it  will  never  be  by 
my  counsel  that  the  lad  speaks  soft  word  to  him, 
till  he  recalls  the  hard  one."* 
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«*  Thftt  u  preckely  my  ad?kt  to  Lord  Oleiw 
▼arloch,^  answered  Laid  Daigarnd  I  <*lMtliM 
yon  inB  fldmit,  my  de«r  fmher,  dutt  it  Would  be 
the  riflk  of  extiemity  for  our  fnend  to  vetiuit  bi« 
to  the  pteamoe^  the  Duke  bring  Ms  eoemy^^ 
better  to  lesve  it  witb  nie  to  take  cff  the  heat  of 
the  Astempenitufe,  inth  which  some  piek^haida 
hare  penuaded  the  Duke  to  r^aid  oar  fiietid*^ 

*^  If  thou  canst  persuade  Buckingham  of  his 
entir,  Makohn,^  said  his  father,  <<  for  once  I  will 
say  there  hath  been  kindness  and  honesty  in  court 
serrke.  I  hare  oft  told  your  sister  and  youradf, 
that  in  the  general  I  esteem  it  as  fightly  as  may 
be.'* 

<<  You  need  not  doubt  my  doing  my  best  in 
NigePs  case,^  answered  Lord  Dalgamo ;  '*  but 
you  must  think,  my  dear  father,  I  must  needs 
use  slower  and  gentler  means  than  those  by  which 
you  became  a  favourite  twenty  years  ago.** 

**  By  my  faith,  I  am  afinid  thou  wilt,^  answer- 
ed his  father-*^*  I  tell  thee,  Malcdm,  I  would 
sooner  wish  mjrself  in  the  grave,  than  doubt  thine 
honesty  or  honour ;  yet  somehow  it  hath  chanced, 
that  honest,  ready  service  hath  not  the  same  ac« 
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oepUnce  at  court  whidi  it  had  in  my  younger 
time— -and  yet  you  rise  there.^ 
'  <<  O,  the  time  permits  not  your  old-world  ser- 
vioe,^  said  Liord  Dalgamo ;  *'  we  have  now  no 
duly  insurrecdons,  no  nightly  attempts  at  assas- 
nnation,  as  were  the  £uhion  in  the  Scottish  court. 
Tour  prompt  and  uncpurteous  sword-inJiand  at^ 
tendance  on  the  Sovereign  is  no  longer  necessary, 
and  would  be  as  unbeseeming  as  your  old-fashion- 
ed serving-men,  with  thar  badges,  braad-swordsy 
and  bucklers,  would  be  at  a  court-masque.  Be- 
ades,  father,loyal  haste  hath  its  inconveniences.  I 
have  heard,  and  from  royal  lips  too,  that  wh^n  you 
struck  your  dagger  into  the  traitor  Ruthven,  it 
was  with  such  little  consideration,  that  the  point 
ran  a  quarter  of  an  inch  into  the  royal  buttock. 
The  King  never  talks  pf  it  but  he  pihs  the  in« 

juied  part,  and  quoting  his  <  in/undum re* 

novare  dohrem.^  But  tbb  comes  of  old  fashions, 
and  of  wearing  a  Ipng  Liddesdale  whinger  instead 
of  a  poniard  of  Parma.  Yet  this,  my  dear  father, 
you  call  prompt  and  valiant  service.  The  Kbg, 
I  am  told,  could  not  sit  upright  for  a  fortnight, 
though  all  the  cushions  in  Falkland  were  placed 
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in  his  diair  of  state,  and  the  proTost  of  Dunfienn- 
line^s  borrowed,  to  the  boot  of  all.^ 

<<  It  is  a  lie,^  said  the  old  Earl,  <<  a  false  lie,  forge 
it  who  list  I'-It  is  true  I  wore  a  dagger  of  service 
by  my  side,  and  not  a  bodkin  like  yours,  to  pick 
one^s  teeth  withal-r-and  for  prompt  service^^Odds 
nouns  !  it  should  be  prompt  to  be  useful,  when 
kings  are  crying  treason  and  murder  with  the 
screech  of  a  half-throttled  hen.  But  you  young 
courtiers  know  nought  <^  these  matters,  and  are 
litde  better  than  the  green  geese  they  bring  oyer 
from  the  Indies,  whose  only  merit  to  their  mas- 
ters is  to  repeat  their  own  words  after  them— a 
pack  of  mouthers,  and  flatterers,  and  ear-wigs.— i 
Well,  I  am  old  and  unable  to  mend,  else  I  would 
break  all  off,  and  hear  the  Tay  once  ipore  flinging 
himself  over  the  Campsie  Linn.^ 

^  But  there  is  your  dinner-bell,  father,^  said 
L<»xl  Dalgarno,  **  which,  if  the  venison  I  sent 
you  prove  seasonable,  is  at  least  as  sweet  a  sound.^ 

<*  Follow  me  then,  youngsters,  if  you  list,^  said 
the  old  Earl ;  and  strode  on  from  the  alcove  in 
which  this  conversation  was  held,  towards  the 
Jiouse,  followed  by  the  two  young  men. 
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In  tfafttr  private  difloauney  Lord  Ddgtsroo  bad 
little  trouble  In  dii0iiading  Nigel  fmoi  going  im- 
mediately to  court ;  vhiley  on  the  other  hand, 
the  offers  he  made  him  of  aprenous  imnoduetion 
to  the  Duke  of  Buddoghau,  were  received  by 
Lord  GleoTarloch  inth  a  poative  and  contempt 
tuousrefuaal.  His  friend  shrugged  his  ahoulden^ 
9B  one  who  claims  the  merit  of  having  given  to 
an  obstinate  fiiend  the  best  counsel,  and  desires 
to  be  held  firee  of  the  consequences  of  his  perd^ 
nadty. 

As  for  the  fath«r»  his  table  indeed,  and  his 
best  liqucMT^  of  which  he  was  more  profuse  than 
necessary,  were  at  the  command  of  his  young 
friend,  as  well  as  his  best  advice  and  assistance 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  affairs.  But  Lord  Hon- 
tinglenVi  interest  was  more  apparent  than  real; 
and  the  credit  he  had  acquired  by  his  gallant 
defence  of  the  King'^s  person,  was  so  carelessly 
managed  by  himself,  and  so  easily  eluded  by 
the  favourites  and  ministers  of  the  Sovereign, 
that,  except  upon  one  or  two  occa»ons  when  the 
King  was  in  some  measure  taken  by  surprise,  as 
in  the  case  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  the  royal  boun« 
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ty  waft  nev^  efficiently  extended^  either  to  him- 
self or  to  his  frieDds. 

**  There  never  was  a  man^^  said  Lord  Dalgar- 
noy  whose  shrewder  knowledge  of  the  English 
eourt  saw  where  his  iather^s  deficiency  lay,  <<  that 
had  it  so  perfectly  in  his  power  to  have  made  his 
way  to  the  pinnade  of  fortune  as  my  poor  father. 
He  had  acquired  a  right  to  build  up  the  stairs 
case^  step  by  step,  slowly  and  surely,  letting  every 
boon,  whidi  he  begged  year  after  year,  become 
in  its  turn  the  resting-plaee  for  the  next  annual 
grant  But  your  fortunes  shall  not  shipwreck 
upon  the  same  coast,  Nigel,^  he  would  conclude. 
**  If  I  have  fewer  means  of  influence  than  my  fo^ 
ther  has,  or  rather  had,  till  he  threw  them  away 
for  butts  of  sack)  hawks,  hounds,  and  such  car- 
rion, I  can,  far  better  than  he,  improve  that 
whicii  I  possess ;  and  that,  my  dear  Nigel,  is  all 
engaged  in  your  behalf.  Do  not  be' surprised  or 
offisnded  that  you  now  see  me  less  than  formerly : 
The  stag-hunting  is  commenced,  and  the  Prince 
looks  that  I  should  attend  him  more  frequently. 
I  must  also  maintain  my  attendance  on  the  Duke, 
that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  pleading  your 
cause  when  occasion  shall  penmt.'" 
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**  I  have  DO  cause  to  plead  before  the  Duke,^ 
said  Nigel,  gravely ;  **  I  have  said  so  repeatedly.** 

*'  Why,  I  meant  the  phrase  no  otherwise,  thou 
churlish  and  suspicious  disputant,^  answered  Dal* 
gamo,  **  than  as  I  am  now  pleading  the  Dukes's 
cause  with  thee«  Surely  I  only  mean  to  chum  a 
share  in  our  royal  master^s  favourite  benediction, 
Beati  pacifici.'^ 

Upon  several  occasions.  Lord  Glenvarloch> 
conversations,  both  with  the  old  Earl  and  hb 
son,  took  a  similar  turn,  and  had  a  like  condu- 
sion»  He  sometimes  felt  as  if^  betwixt  the  one  and 
the  other,  not  to  mention  the  more  unseen  and 
unboasted,  but  scarce  less  certiun  influence  of 
I^ady  Blackchester,  his  affair,  simple  as  it  had 
become,  might  have  been  somehow  accelerated. 
But  it  was  equally  impossible  to  doubt  the  rough 
honesty  of  the  father,  and  the  eager  and  officious 
friendship  of  Lord  Dalgamo ;  nor  was  it  easy  to 
suppose  that  the  countenanceof  the  lady,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  such  dbUnction,  would  be 
wanting,  could  it  be  effectual  in  his  service. 

Nigel  was  farther  sensible  of  the  truth  of  what 
Lord  Dalgamo  often  pointed  out,  that  the  favour- 
ite  being  supposed  to  be  hu  enemy,  every  petty 
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oflScer,  through  whose  hands  his  affair  must  neces* 
sarily  pass,  would  desire  to  make  a  merit  of  throw* 
iDg  obstacles  in  his  way,  which  he  could  only 
surmount  by  steadiness  and  patience,  iroless  he 
preferred  closing  the  breach,  or,  as  Lord  Dal- 
gamo  called  it,  making  his  peace  with  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham, 

Nigel  might,  and  doubtless  would,  have  bad 
recourse  to  the  advice  of  his  friend  George  He* 
riot  upon  this  occaaon,  having  found  it  so  ad*- 
vantageous  formerly ;  but  the  only  time  he  saw 
him  after  their  visit  to  court,  he  found  the  woHhy 
citizen  engaged  in  hasty  preparation  for  a  jour^ 
ney  to  Paris,  upon  business  of  great  importance 
in  the  way  of  his  profession,  and  by  an  especial 
commisaon  from  the  court  and  the  Duke  of  Buck* 
ingham,  which  was  likely  to  be  attended  with 
considerable  profit.  The  good  man  smiled  as  he 
named  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  He  had  been, 
he  sjdd,  pretty  sure  that  his  disgrace  in  that  quar-^ 
ter  would  not  be  of  long  duration. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  expressed  himself  rejoiced 
at  tb^  recondliation^  observing,  that  it  had  been 
a  most  painful  reflection  to  him,  that  Master  He- 
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riot  sbould,  in  bis  bdwlf,  havfi  ioeurrkl  the  die*, 
like,  and  perhaps  exposed  himself  to  the  ill  oflBeefi^ 
of  so  powerful  a  favourite. 

^*  My  lord,^  sud  Heriotf  ^^  for  your  father^s 
son  I  would  do  much ;  end  yet  truly,  if  I  know 
myself,  I  would  do  as  mudb,  and  risk  as  much, 
for  the  sake  of  justice,  in  the  case  of  a  much  moi^ 
infflgnifioant  person,  as  I  have  ventured  for  yoors. 
But  as  we  shall  not  meet  for  some  time,  I  must 
(XMnmU  to  your  own  wisdom  the  farther  prasecu* 
tion  of  this  matter.^ 

And  thus  they  took  a  kind  and  affisctjouate 
leave  of  each  other. 

There  were  other  changes  in  Lord  61envar« 
leoh^'s  iutuation,  which  require  to  be  noticed.  His 
present  occupations,  and  the  habits  of  amusement 
which  he  had  acquired,  rendered  Im  living  so  far 
in  the  city  a  cwttderable  inconv^i^ice.  He  may 
also  have  become  a  little  ashamed  of  his  cabin 
cm  Paulas  Wharf,  and  desirous  of  b^g  lodged 
somewhat  more  according  to  his  quality*  Par 
thispuipose,  he  had  hired  a  mall  apartment  near 
the  Temple.  He  was,  nevertheleas,  almost  sony 
for  what  he  had  done,  when  he  observed  that  bis 
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removal  appeared  to  give  flome  patu  to  Joba 
Cbiiatiey  and  a  great  deal  to  his  cordial  and  offi- 
doua  landlady •  The  fimoer,  who  waa  grave  and 
aaturaifie  in  every  tbiqg  be  did,  only  boped  that 
all  bad  been  to  Lord  Gkavarloeh^B  nindf  and 
that  be  bad  not  left  tbem  on  aooount  of  any  luw 
beaeemiog  negligence  on  tbw  pert  Buttbetear 
twinkled  in  Dame  Nelly^i  eye»  while  she  recount* 
ed  the  variona  impravementa  «be  bad  made  in  the 
apartment^  of  express  purpose  to  render  it  mow 
convenient  to  bis  loidabip. 

^  There  was  a  great  sea^chestt^  she  aaid,  **  bad 
been  taken  up  staira  to  the  sfaqpnian^s  garret, 
though  it  left  the  poor  lad  ecaree  eigbtem  inches 
of  opening  to  creep  betwixt  it  and  bis  bed;  and 
heaven  kne  w^^-^ehe  did  not-«-*wheth0r  it  oould  ever 
be  bnwgbt  down  that  nanow  stair  again.  Then 
the  turning  the  closet  into  an  aleovey  had  cost  a 
matter  of  twenty  round  ehilli^gs;  and  to  be  sure, 
to  any  other  lodger  but  hie  Icwdfihip,  the  doset  was 
more  convenient.  There  was  all  the  linen,  too, 
which  she  had  bought  on  purpose— but  beaven^s 
will  be  done— she  was  resigned.^ 

Every  body  likes  marks  of  personal  attach* 
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ment ;  and  Nigel,  whose  heart  really  smote  him, 
as  if  in  his  rising  fortunes  he  were  disdaining  the 
lowly  accommodations  and  the  civilities  of  the 
humble  friends  which  had  been  but  lately  actual 
favours,  failed  not  by  every  ateuranoe  in  his 
power,  and  by  as  liberal  psfyment  as  they  could 
be  prevnled  upon  to  accept,  to  alleviate  the  sore- 
ness  of  their  feelings  at  his  departure ;  and  a  part- 
ing kiss  from  the  fmr  lips  of  bis  hostess  sealed 
his  forgiveness. 

Richie  Moniplies  lingered  behind  his  master,- 
to  ask  whether,  in  case  of  need,  John  Christie 
could  help  a  canny  Scotsman  to  a  passage  back 
to  his  own  country ;  and  receiving  assurance  d 
John^s  interest  to  that  effect,  he  said  at  parting, 
he  would  remind  him  of  his  promise  soon.-— 
**  For,"  said  he,  **  if  my  lord  is  not  weary  of  thia 
London  life,  I  ken  one  that  is,  videlicet  mysell ; 
and  I  am  weel  determined  to  see  Arthur^s  Seat 
again  ere  I  am  many  weeks  older.^ 
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CHAPTER  III. 

BingOi  wfay*  Bingo  I  hcf  bof— hen,  nr. 

He's  gone  aad  off,  but  bc*U  be  home  before  us;— 

^Tii  the  moet  miTwaid  cut  e*cr  mumbled  bone« 

Or  doggM  A  matter*!  ibotitcpi  ■  -Bingo  loree  mn 

Better  than  erer  beggar  lored  his  alms ; 

Yet  when  he  takes  such  bnmoor,  jron  may  coax 

Sweet  Mistress  Faatasjy  your  wocship^s  mistresiy 

Out  of  her  inUen  moods,  as  soon  as  Bingo. 

T%e  DotiMe  and  hit  Dt^m 

BiCHiK  Mol^xpuAs  was  as  good  as  his  word< 
Two  or  three  momiogs  after  the  young  lord  had 
possessed  himself  of  his  new  lodgings,  he  appear- 
ed before  Nigel,  as  he  waiS  preparing  to  dress» 
haying  left  his  pillow  at  an  hour  much  later 
than  had  formerly  been  his  custom. 

As  Nigel  looked  upon  his  attendant,  he  .ob« 
senred  there  was  a  gathering  gloon^  upon  his  so* 
lenm  features  which  express^  either  additional 
importance  or  superadded  discontent,  or  a  por* 
tion  of  both. 

TOL.  II.  D 


50  THE  F0KTUMB8  OF  KIOEI. 


<^  How  now,^^  he  sud,  <*  what  is  the  matter 
this  morning,  Richie,  that  you  have  made  your 
face  so  like  the  grotesque  mask  on  one  of  the 
spouts  yonder  ?**  pointing  to  the  Temple  Church, 
of  which  Grothic  building  they  had  a  view  from 
the  window. 

Richie  swirelled  his  head  a^Iittle  to  the  right 
with  as  little  alacrity  as  if  he  had  the  crick  in  his 
neck,  and  instantly  resuming  his  posture,  re- 
plied—*'  Creak  here,  creak  there— it  were  nae 
such  matters  that  I  have  to  speak  anent** 

**  And  what  matters  have  you  to  speak  anent, 
then  ?^  said  his  master,  whom  circumstances  had 
enured  to  tokrate  a  good  deal  of  freedom  hom 
his  attendant 

<*  My  lord,^— sod  RicU^  and  then  stopped  to 
eough  and  hem,  as  if  what  he  had  to  say  stud^ 
somewhat  in  his  throat 

^<  I  guess  the  mystery,^  said  Nigel,  ^  you  want 
a  little  money,  Richie;  will  five  pieces  serve  the 
present  turn  ?*" 

<*  My  lord,^  said  Richie,  '^  I  may,  it  is  like, 
want  a  trifle  of  money ;  and  I  am  glad  at  the 
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fame  time,  add  ibrry,  that  it  ik  mair  plenty  with 
your  lardahip  than  fonncrly.'^ 

*^  Glad  and  eony,  man  T  said  Lord  Nigel, 
'*  why,  yon  are  xewfing  riddles  to  me,  Richie.'^ 

^'  My  riddle  will  be  briefly  read,^  said  Richie ; 
*'  I  oome  to  crave  of  your  lordBhip  your  oom- 
mands  for  Scotland.^ 

*<  For  Scotland !— why,  art  thou  mad,  man  .^ 
aaid  Nigel ;  ^  canst  thou  not  tany  to  go  down 
with  me  ?^ 

<^  I  could  be  of  little  seryioe,^  said  Richie, 
**  since  you  purpose  to  hire  another  page  and 
groom.^ 

^  Why,  thou  jealous  ass,^  said  the  young  lord, 
**  will  not  thy  load  of  duty  lie  the  lighter  ?«>* 
Go,  take  thy  breakfast,  and  drink  thy  ale  double 
strong,  to  put  such  absurdities  out  of  thy  head^ 
I  could  be  angry  with  thee  for  thy  fidly,  man— • 
but  I  remember  how  thou  hast  stuck  to  me  in 
adversity* 

*'  Adversity,  my  lord,  should  never  have  part- 
ed us,*  said  Richie ;  ^^  methinks,  had  the  warst 
oome  to  warst,  I  could  have  starved  as  gallantly 
as  your  lordship,  or  more  so,  being  in  some  sort 


58  THB  FOKTUNES  OF  NIGEL. 

used  to  it ;  for^  though  I  wbs  bred  at  s  ^eAer^s 
stall,  I  have  not  through  my  life  had  a  cnmtfwtf 
intimacy  with  collops.^ 

*<  Now,  what  b  the  meamng  of  all  this  trash  ?* 
Kud  ^gel ;  *^  or  has  it  no  other  end  than  to  pro. 
▼oke  my  patience  ?  You  know  well  enough,  that 
had  I  twenty  serving-men,  I  would  hold  the  faith- 
ful follower  that  stood  by  me  in  my  distress  the 
most  valued  of  them  aU.  But  it  is  totally  out  of 
reason  to  plague  me  with  your  solemn  capricios.^ 

^*  My  lord,^  said  Richie,  *^  in  declaring  your 
trust  in  me,  you  have  done  what  is  honourable  to 
yourself,  if  I  may  with  humility  say  so  much, 
and  in  no  way  undeserved  on  my  side.  Never- 
theless,  we  must  part.^ 

*<  Body  of  me,  man,  why  ?***  said  Lord  Nigd, 
''what  reason  can  there  be  for  it,  if  we  are  mutu- 
ally satisfied  T 

''  My  lord,^  said  Richie  Moniplies,  ''  your 
lordship's  occupations  arc  such  as  I  cannot  own 
or  countenance  by  my  presence."* 

''  How  now,  drrah  i^  said  his  master,  angrily. 

''  Under  favour,  my  lord,^  replied  his  domes- 
tic, ''  it  is  unequal  dealing  to  be  equally  i^end- 
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ed  by  my  speech  and  by  my  silenoe.  If  you  can 
hear  w^th  patience  the  grounds  of  my  departure, 
it  may  be,  for  aught  I  know,  the  better  for  you 
here  and  hereafter-^if  not,  let  n^e  have  my  lU 
cence  of  departure  in  silence,  and  so  up  more 
about  it^ 

'*  Go  to,  sir  r  said  Nigel ;  <^  speak  out  your 
mind— only  remember  to  whom  you  speak  it.^ 

*'  Wed,  wcel,  my  lord— I  speak  it  with  hu- 
mility, (never  did  Richie  look  with  more  starch- 
ed dignity  than  when  he  uttered  the  word ;)  but 
do  you  think  this  diceing  and  card-shuffling,  and 
haunting  of  taverns  and  play-houses,  suits  your 
for  I  am  sure  it  does  not  suit  me?^ 
Why,  you  are  not  turned  precisian  or  puri« 
tan,  fod?^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch  laughing, 
though,  betwixt  resentment  and  shame,  it  qos( 
him  some  trouble  to  do  so. 

^*  My  lord,^  replied  the  follower,  "  I  ken  the 
purport  of  your  query.  I  am,  it  may  be,  a  little 
of  a  precisian,  and  I  wish  to  heaven  I  was  mair 
worthy  of  the  name ;  but  let  that  be  a  pass-over. 
— -I  have  stretched  the  duties  of  a  serving-man  as 
far  as  my  northern  conscience  will  permit.   I  caif 


M 


54  THE  F0KT1TKSS  OF  NIGBL. 

giyemy  gude  word  to  my  master^  or  to  my  jiadve 
country, when  I  aminaibreign  land^  even  though 
I  should  leaye  downright  truth  a  wee  bit  bdiind 
me.  Ay,  and  I  will  take  or  give  a  slash  with 
ony  man  that  speaks  to  the  derogation  of  either. 
But  this  chambering,  dicdng,  and  play-haunting^ 
is  not  my  element— I  cannot  draw  breath  in  it— 
and  whea  I  hear  of  your  lordship  winning  the 
nller  that  some  poor  creature  may  full  sairly 
miss— by  my  saul,  if  it  wad  serve  your  necesaty , 
rather  than  you  gained  it  &om  him,  I  wad  tak 
a  jump  over  the  hedge  with  your  lordship,  and 
Giy  *  Stand  f  to  the  first  gnusier  we  met  that  was 
ccHning  &om  Smithfield  with  the  price  of  his  Es- 
sex calves  in  his  leathern  pouch  T 

'*  You  are  a  nmpleton,^  Baid  Nigel,  who  felt, 
however,  much  consdenoe-struck ;  *<  I  never 
play  but  for  small  sums.^ 

^*  Ay,  my  lord,^  replied  the  unyielding  domes- 
tic, **  and-— still  with  reverence — ^it  is  even  sae 
much  the  waur.  If  you  played  with  your  equals, 
there  might  be  like  an,  but  there  wad  be  mair 
warldly  honour  in  it.  Your  lordship  kens,  or 
may  ken,  by  experience  of  your  ain,  whilk  is  not 
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MB  yet  mony  weelu  auld,  that  small  sums  can  ill 
be  mkied  by  those  that  have  nane  larger;  and  I 
maun  e'*en  be  plun  with  you,  that  men  notice  it 
of  yoilr  lordflhip,  that  ye  play  wT  nane  but  the 
BUiguided  cieatuies  that  can  but  afford  to  loee 
baie  stakes*^ 

^  No  man  dare  say  so  r  rejriied  Nigel,  Tery 
angrily.  **  I  play  with  whom  I  please,  but  I 
will  only  play  for  what  stake  I  please.^ 

<<  That  is  jnst  what  thi^y  say,  my  lord,^  said 
the  unmerciful  Bidiie,  whose  natural  love  of 
lecturing^  as  well  as  his  Uuntness  of  Ceding,  pre- 
vented him  from  having  any  idea  of  the  pain 
which  he  was  inflicting  on  his  master;  *^  these 
are  even  their  own  very  words.  It  was  but  yes- 
terday your  lordship  was  pleased,  at  that  same 
ordinary,  to  win  from  yonder  young  haffiins 
gentleman  with  the  crimson  velvet  doublet,  and 
the  coekV  feather  in  his  beaver— Jiim  I  mean 
who  Ibiight  with  the  ranting  captain,  a  matter  of 
five  pounds,  or  thereby.  I  saw  him  come  through 
the  hall ;  and  if  he  was  not  cleaned  out  of  cross 
and  pell,  I  never  saw  a  ruined  man  in  my  life.^ 
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^  ImposBbler and  Loid Glenvailodi ;  *^  why, 
whoishe?  lielookedCkeainanof  subttanoe.* 

**  All  is  not  gold  that  glisteoa,  my  loid,^  re- 
plied  Bichie;  <<  ^broidery  and  bullioa  bottoos 
make  bare  pouches.  And  if  you  ask  who  he  i»— 
may  be  I  hare  a  guess,  and  caie  not  to  tell.^ 

*'  At  least,  if  I  have  done  any  sud&  fellow  an 
injury,^  said  the  Lord  Nigel,  ^^Ijetmeknowjiow 
I  can  repair  it.^ 

*'  Never  fash  your  beard  about  that,  my  lord^, 
— *with  reverence  always,^  saidBichie,— '*he  shall 
be  suitably  cared  after— think  on  him  but  as  ane 
wha  was  running  post  to  the  devil,  and  got  a 
shouldering  from  your  lordship  to  help  him  on 
his  journey.  But  I  will  stop  him  if  reason  can, 
and  so  your  lordship  needs  ask  nae  mair  about 
it,  for  there  is  no  use  in  your  knowing  it,  but 
much  the  contrair.^ 

^*  Hark  you,  Birrah,**  sud  his  master,  **  I  have 
borne  with  you  thus  far,  for  certain  reasons; 
but  abuse  my  good  nature  no  farther— and  since 
you  must  needs  go,  why,  go  a  God'^s  name,  and 
here  is  to  pay  your  journey.^  So  saying,  he  put 
gold  into  his  hand,  which  Bichie  told  over,  piece 
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bjr  pieoe,  with  the  utmoet  accuivcy.  *^  Is  it  all 
ri^t-— or  are  jthey  wanting  in  weigfa^-<^  what 
the  devil  keeps  you,  when  your  hurry  was  so 
great  five  minutes  since  ?^  said  the  young  lord, 
now  thoroughly  nettled  at  the  presumptuous  pee- 
daon  with  whidi  Bichie  dealt  forth  his  canons 


^  The  tale  of  coin  is  complete,**  said  Richie^ 
with  the  most  imperturbable  gravity ;  **  and  for 
the  weight,  though  they  are  sae  scrupulous  in  thu 
town  as  make  mouths  at  a  piece  that  is  a  wee  bit 
light,  or  that  has  been  cracked  within  the  ring, 
ray  sooth,  they  will  jump  at  them  in  Edinbuigh 
like  a  cock  at  a  grossart  Grold  peces  are  not  so 
plenty  there,  the  mair  the  pity  T 

^  The  more  is  your  folly,  then,^  said  Nigel, 
whose  anger  was  only  momentary,  **  that  leave 
the  land  where  there  is  enough  of  them.^ 

<<  My  lord,**  said  Richie,  *<  to  be  round  with 
you,  the  grace  of  Grod  is  better  than  gold  pieces. 
When  Goblin,  as  you  call  yonder  Monsieur  Lu- 
tin,— -and  you  might  as  well  call  him  Gibbet,  since 
that  is  what  he  is  like  to  end  in,-*shall  recommend 
a  page  to  you^  ye  will  hear  little  such  doctnofe 
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as  you  have  heard  from  me.  And  if  they  were 
my  last  words,**  he  said,  niisii^  his  roioe^  ^*  I 
would  say  you  are  misled,  aad  are  fimakiiig  the 
paths  whidi  your  honourable  ladier  trade  in ; 
and,  what  is  more,  you  are  goingi  still  under 
coaeetion,-^to  the  devil  with  a  dislKdout,  fijr 
ye  are  lauded  at  by  them  that  lead  you  into 
these  disordered  bye-paths.** 

<<  Laug^ied  at  !**  said  Nigel^  who,  like  others 
of  ins  age,  was  more  sensible  to  ridicule  than  to 
reason—^  who  dares  laugh  at  mef* 

*^  My  lord,  as  sure  as  I  lire  by  bread^^i-fiay, 
more»  as  I  am  a  true  man— «nd  I  think  your 
lordship  never  found  Bichie^s  tongue  bearing 
aught  but  the  truth-— unless  that  yourlordshqi% 
credit,  my  country^s  proit,  or,  it  may  be,  some 
sma*  occasion  of  my  ain,  made  it  unnecessary  to 
promulgfite  the  hail  v«ritie,<p-ilsay  then,  as  I  am 
a  true  man,  when  I  saw  that  puir  creature  come 
through  theha*,  at  that  ordinary,  whilk  isaocurst 
(Heaven  forgive  me  for  swearing)  of  God  and 
man,  with  his  teeth  set,  and  his  bands  clenched, 
and  his  bonnet  drawn  over  his  brows  like  a  des- 
poate  man.  Goblin  said  to  me,  '  there  goes  a 

14 
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dypgfaUl  cfaickeD,  that  your  master  has  plucked 
dean  enou^ ;  it  wall  be  loog  ere  his  lordship 
mffle  a  feather  with  a  oock  of  the  game/  And 
so,  my  loxdy  to  speak  it  out,  the  kickies  and  the 
gallants,  and  more  especially  your  sworn  bro- 
ther. Lord  Dalgamo^  call  you  the  sparrow4iawk. 
I  had  some  thought  to  have  cracked  Lutings  pate 
for  the  qpeecb,  but,  after  m\  the  controversy  was 
not  worth  it** 

*^  Do  they  use  such  terms  of  meP*  said  Lord 
Nigel    ''Death  and  the  devil  r 

^'  And  the  deviPsdam,  my  lord,**  answered  Ri- 
chie ;  *'  they  are  all  three  busy  in  London— ^and, 
besidea^  Ludn  and  lus  master  laughed  at  you,  my 
lord,  for  letting  it  be  thought  that— •!  shame  to 
speak  it — ^that  ye  were  over  well  with  the  wife  of 
the  decent  honest  man  whose  house  you  but  now 
left,  as  not  sufficient  for  your  new  bravery,  where- 
as  th^  sttdr— the  licentious  scoffers— that  you 
pretended  to  such  finrour  when  you  had  not 
courage  enough  for  so  fair  a  quarrel,  and  that 
the  sparrow-hawk  was  too  craven-crested  to  fly 
at  the  wife  of  a  cheese-monger.**  He  stopped  a 
moment,  and  looked  fixedly  in  his  master's  face, 
which  was  inflamed  with  shame  and  anger,  and 


60  THB  FO&TUHSS  07  HIOBL. 

then  proceeded.  <'  My  lord^  I  did  yoa  justice 
in  my  thought,  and  myself  too ;  for,  thought  I, 
be  would  have  been  as  deep  in  that  sort  of  pro- 
fligacy as  in  others,  if.  it  had  na  been  Richie's 
four  quarters.^ 

*<  What  new  nonsense  bare  you  got  to  plague 
me  with  7^  said  Lord  Nigel.  *^  But  go  on,  nnoe 
it  b  the  last  time  I  am  to  be  tormented  with  your 
impertinence,  go  on,  and  make  the  most  of  your 
time.^ 

^  In  troth,^  said  Bicbie,  *'  and  so  will  I  even 
do ;  and  as  Heaven  has  bestowed  on  me  a  tongue 
to  speak  and  to  advise— <»-.'*' 

«  Which  talent  you  can  by  no  means  be  ac- 
cused of  suffering  to  remain  idle,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  interrupting  him. 

^'  True,  my  lord,^— said  Bichie,  again  waving 
bis  hand  as  if  to  bespeak  his  mastery's  silence  and 
attention.  <*  So  I  trust  you  will  think  sometime 
hereafter ; — and  as  I  am  about  to  leave  your  ser- 
vice, it  is  proper  that  ye  suld  know  the  truth, 
that  ye  may  conuder  the  snares  to  which  your 
youth  and  innocence  may  be  exposed,  when  auld^ 
er  and  doucer  heads  are  withdrawn  from  beside 
you.    There  has  been  a  lusty  good-looking  kirn- 
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mer,  of  mne  forty,  or  bygane,  making  mony 
speerings  about  you,  my  lord.^ 

<<  Well,  sir,  what  Hd  she  want  with  me?"  said 
Lord  Nigel. 

*^  At  first,  my  lord,"  replied  his  sapient  fol« 
lower,  **  as  die  seemed  to  be  a  well-fashioned 
womaii,  and  to  take  pleasure  in  senable  conver* 
sadon,  I  was  no  way  reluctant  to  admit  her  to 
my  conversation." 

*^  I  dare  say  not,"  said  Lord  Nigel,  ^*  nor  un* 
wilKng  to  tell  her  about  my  private  affairs." 

^  Not  I,  truly,  my  lord,"  said  the  attendant ; 
^'  for  though  she  asked  me  mony  questions  about 
your  fame,  your  fortune,  your  business  here, 
and  such  like,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  tell 
her  altogether  the  truth  thereanent." 

'<  I  see  no  call  on  you  wbatsoevcft,"  said  Lord 
Nigel,  <*  to  tell  the  woman  dither  truth  or  lies 
upon  what  she  had  nothing  to  do  with." 

*<  I  thought  so,  too,  my  lord,"  replied  Richie, 
<<  and  so  I  told  her  neither  " 

*'  And  what  did  you  tell  her  then,  you  eternal 
babbler,"  said  his  master,  impatient  of  his  prate, 
yet  curious  to  know  what  it  was  all  to  end  in. 
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<<  I  tx4dher,^8BidRidiie,  ''about  jour  warid- 
ly  fortune,  and  sae  forth,  something  whilk  is  not 
truth  just  at  this  time ;  but  which  hath  been 
truth  formerly,  suld  be  truth  now,  4nid  wiU  be 
truth  again^-'^and  that  wasy  that  you  were  in  poa- 
sesnon  of  your  fair  hmds,  wUlk  ye  are  bc^  in 
right  of  as  yeU— feasant  eommnning  we  had  on 
that  and  other  topics,  until  die  shewed  the  clo- 
ven foot,  banning  to  confer  with  me  about  some 
wench  that  she  said  had  a  good  will  to  your 
lordship^  and  fidn  she  would  have  spoken  with 
you  in  particular  anent  it;  but  when  I  heard  of 
such  inklings,  I  began  to  suspect  she  was  little 

better  than ^whew  P  Here  he  conduded  his 

narrad  ve  with  a  low,  but  veiy  expressive  whistle. 

''  And  what  did  your  irisdom  do  in  these  dr- 
cuntstances  ?"  said  Lord  Nigel,  who,  notwith- 
standing his  fonner  resentment,  could  nowscaio^- 
ly  fcnrbear  laug^ung. 

*'  I  put  on  a  look,  my  lord,"  Kfdied  Ridiie, 
bending  his  solemn  bvows^  **  that  suld  give  her 
a  heart-scald  of  walking  on  such  errands.  I  laid 
her  enormities  clearly  befiMte  her,  and  I  threat* 
ened  her,  in  sae  mony  words,  that  I  would  have 
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lier  to  the  duckiDg-Btool ;  and  die  on  the  eontrair 
pert  nuflcawed  me  for  a  froward  northern  tyke, 
and  so  we  parted  never  to  meet  agam,  as  I  hope 
and  trust  And  so  I  stood  between  your  lordship 
and  that  lemptstion,  which  might  have  been  worse 
than  the  oidinaiy,  or  the  play^^house  dther  ;  sinos 
you  wot  well  what  Solomon,  King  of  the  Jews, 
sayeth  of  the  strange  woman— ^jbr,  said  I  to  my« 
seU,  we  have  taken  to  diodng  already,  and  if  we 
take  to  drabUng  next,  the  Lord  kens  what  we 
nay  land  in."* 

^'  Your  impertinence  deserves  cmnection,  but 
it  is  the  last  which,  for  a  time  at  least,  I  shall 
have  to  forgive— and  I  forgive  it,^  said  Lord 
Olenvarloch ;  <'  and,  since  we  are  to  part,  Ri- 
due,  I  will  say  no  more  rei|)ecting  your  precau- 
tions on  my  account,  thanthat  I  think  you  might 
hove  left  me  to  act  according  to  my  own  judg* 
ment.** 

**  Ifickle  better  not,^  answered  Bichi&— 
^  Mickle  better  not ;  we  are  a^  frail  creatures, 
and  can  judge  better  for  ilk  ither  than  in  our  ain 
cases.  And forme^even myself, savingthatcaseof 
die  flfflicatioD,  wluch  might  have  happened  to  ony 
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one,  I  have  alwajs  otMerred  myself  to  be  much 
more  pradential  m  what  I  luiTe  done  in  your 
lordihip^a  behalf^  than  even  in  what  I  have  been 
aUe  to  transact  for  my  own  interest,  whilk  laat» 
I  have  indeed  always  postponed,  as  in  dutj  I 
ought*"* 

^  I  do  bdieve  thou  hast,*  said  Lord  Nigd» 
*^  haraig  ever  found  thee  true  and  faithful.  And 
ance  London  pleases  you  so  little,  I  will  hid  you 
a  short  farewell ;  and  you  may  go  down  to  Edin- 
buigh  until  I  come  thither  myself,  when  I  trust 
you  vrill  re-enler  into  my  service.** 

'*  Now^  Heaven  bless  you,  my  lord,^  said  Si- 
chie  Moniplies,  with  uplifted  eyes ;  ^*  for  that 
word  sounds  more  like  grace  than  ony  has  come 
out  of  your  mouth  this  fortnigfat.  I  give  you 
Godd'en,  my  lord.'' 

So  saying,  he  thrust  forth  his  immense  bony 
hand,  seized  on  that  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  raised 
it  to  his  lips,  then  turned  short  on  his  bed,  and 
left  the  room  hastily,  as  if  afraid  of  shewing  more 
emoti<Mi  than  was  consistent  with  his  ideas  <tf  de- 
corum. Lord  Nigel,  rather  surprised  at  hb  sud« 
den  exit,  called  after  him  to  know  whether  he 
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was.  fluffidently  provided  with  money ;  but  Ri-. 
due,  shakily  his  head,  without  making  any 
other  answer,  ran  hastily  down  stairs,  shut  the 
street-door  heavily  behind  him,  and  was  present* 
ly  seen  striding  along  the  Strand. 

His  master  almost  involuntarily  watched  and 
distinguished  the  tall  raw-boned  figure  of  his  late 
follower,  from  the  window,  for  some  time,  until 
he  was  lost  among  the  crowd  of  passengers.  Ni- 
geTs  reflections  were  not  altogether  those  of  self- 
approvaL  It  was  no  good  sign  of  his  course  of 
life,  (he  could  not  help  acknowledging  thus  much 
to  himself,)  that  so  faithful  an  adherent  no  longer 
seemed  to  feel  the  same  pride  in  his  service,  or 
attachment  to  his  person,  which  he  had  formerly 
manifested.  Neither  could  he  avoid  experiencing 
some  tinnges  of  consdence,  while  he  felt  in  some 
degree  the  charges  which  Kchie  had  preferred 
against  him,  and  experienced  a  sense  of  shame 
and  mortification,  arising  from  the  colour  given 
by  others  to  that,  which  he  himself  would  have 
called  his  caution  and  moderation  in  play.  He 
had  only  the  apology,  that  it  had  never  occurred 
to  himself  in  this  light. 

VOL.  II.  £ 
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Th««l  Ms  prkte  find  selfwlove  stlgge«ted,  that, 
(Ml  the  other  hand,  Richie,  with  all  bis  good  m- 
tentions,  was  little  better  than  a  conceited  prag- 
matical domestic,  who  seemed  disposed  rather  ta 
play  the  tutor  than  the  lacquej,  and  who,  out  of 
flbedr  love,  CA  he  alleged,  to  his  master^s  person, 
tenimed  the  jniyllege  of  interfering  with,  and 
tiontroling  his  actions,  beades  rendering  him  ridi- 
culous in  the  gay  world,  from  the  antiquated  for- 
mality, and  intrunve  presumption  of  his  manners* 

NigePs  eyes  were  scarce  turned  from  the  win- 
dow, when  his  new  landlord  entering,  presented 
'to  lum  a  slip  of  fmper,  carefully  bound  round 
with  a  string  of  flox-silk  and  sealed — it  had  been 
given  in,  he  said,  by  a  woman,  who  did  not  stop 
an  instant  The  contents  harped  upon  the  same 
string  which  Richie  Moniplies  had  already  jarred. 
The  epistle  was  in  the  following  words : 

*^  For  the  Right  Honourable  h^inds  of  Lord 
Glenvarloch, 

**  These,  from  a  friend  unknown  : — 
"  My  Loan, 
^^  You  are  trusting  to  an  unhonest  friend,  and 
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dimimsfahig  an  honest  iteptitafion.  An  imknown 
fiiemf  of  your  lordship  will  speak  in  one  wor^ 
what  yoa  would  not  learn  from  flatterers  in  so 
many  days,  as  should  suffice  for  your  utter  ruin. 
He  whom  you  think  most  true — ^I  say  your  friend 
Lord  Dalgamo— is  utterly  false  to  you,  and  doth 
but  seek,  under  pretence  of  friendship,  tomaryour 
fortune,  and  dinnnish  the  good  name  by  which 
you  might  mend  it.  The  kind  countenance  which 
he  shews  to  you  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
Prince'*8  frown ;  even  as  to  gain  at  Beaujeu^s  or- 
dinary is  more  discreditable  than  to  lose.  Be- 
ware of  both.— And  this  is  all  from  your  true, 
but  nameless  friend, 

"  Ignoto.** 

Lord  Glenvarloch  paused  for  an  instant,  and 
crushed  the  paper  together — then  again  unfolded 
and  read  it  with  attention—bent  his  brows— mu- 
sed for  a  moment,  and  then  tearing  it  to  frag- 
ments, exclaimed — ^<  Begone  for  a  vile  calumny ! 
But  I  will  watch— -I  will- observe— " 

Thought  after  thought  rushed  on  him ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  Lord  Glenvarloch  was  so  little 
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satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  own  reflections, 
that  he  resolved  to  disnpate  them  by  a  walk  in  the 
Pfffk,  andy  taking  his  doak  and  beaver,  went  thi. 
ther  accordingly. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

* 
• 

*TwM  when  fleet  SdovImU^s  hesd  was  women  grejr, 
A  lackkM  lev'ret  met  him  on  hit  way— 
Who  knowi  not  Snowball— he,  whose  noe  KDOWB*d 
fa  idU  nctorioos  on  each  oouning  ground  ? 
Swaffham,  Newmaricet,  and  the  Roman  Camp 
Have  aeen  them  f  icton  o'er  each  meaner  itamii.— 
In  Tain  the  jouncing  sought,  with  doubling  wile. 
The  hedge,  the  hill,  the  thicket,  or  the  stale. 
Ezpeiienee  sage  the  Udi  of  speed  supplied. 
And  in  the  gap  he  soui^t,  the  victim  died.— 
So  was  I  onoe,  in  thj  Air  street,  Saint  JaoMs, 
Through  walking  cavaliers,  and  ear-bone  damss. 
Descried,  pursued,  tum'd  o*er  again,  and  o*er, 
Cooaed,  ooced,  mouth'd  b/  an  unfeeling  bor& 

The  Park  of  Saint  James^  though  enlarged, 
pUuvted  with  verdant  alleys,  and  otherwise  deco- 
rated by  Charles  II.,  existed,  in  the  days  of  his 
grandfather,  as  a  public  and  pleasant  prmnenade  i 
and,  for  the  sake  of  exercise  or  pastime,  was  much 
frequented  by  the  better  classes. 

Lord  Glenvaffloch  repaired  thither  to  dispel  the 
unpleasant  reflections  which  had  been  suggested 
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by  his  parting  with  his  trusty  squire,  Bicfaie  Mo- 
niplies,  in  a  manner  which  was  neither  agreeable 
to  his  pride  nor  his  feeUngs ;  and  by  the  corro- 
boration which  the  hints  of  his  late  attendant  had 
received  from  the  anonymous  letter  mentioned  in 
the  end  of  the  l^st  chapter. 

There  wias  a  ooDsiderable  number  of  company 
in  the  Park  when  he  entered  it,  but  his  present  state 
of  mind  indudng  him  to  avtnd  sodety,  he  kept 
aloof  from  the  more  frequented  walks  towards 
Westminster  and  Whitehall,  and  drew  to  the 
north,  or,  as  we  should  now  say,  the  Piccadilly 
verge  of  the  enclosure,  believing  he  might  there 
enjoy,  or  rather  combat,  his  own  thoughts  unmo- 
lested. 

In  this,  however,  Lord  Glenvarloch  was  mista- 
ken ;  for,  as  he  strolled  slowly  along  with  his  arms 
JMdfldin  his  doBk,aBd  his  hat  drawn  over  his  eyes, 
he  was  suddenly  pounced  upon  by  Sir  Mungo 
Malagrovther*  who,  either  shunning  or  shiinnfd, 
had  retreated,  or  had  been  obliged  to  rdbreai,  to 
Urn  flame  Jess  frequented  comer  of  the  Park. 

Nigel  started  whtai  he  heard  the  high,  shaqi, 
and  querulous  (tones  of  the  Koight^s  cracked  voice, 
and  was  no  less  alarmed  when  be  beheld  his  tall 
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6giue  bobUing  towards  bim,  wrapped  in  a 
Uuead«bace  cknk,  oo^  whose  surface  ten  thoustoil 
varied  stains  eclipsed  the  original  scarlet,  and  h^ 
▼ing  his  head  surmounted  with  a  well-^om  be(^ 
Ter,  bearing  a  black  velvet  band  for  a  chain,  and 
a  capon^s  feather  for  an  ostrich  phuoe. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  would  fain  hay£  mitde  his 
escape,  but,  as  our  motto  intimates,  a  leveiet  had 
as  lilde  ohance  to  free  herself  of  an  experieooed 
greyhound.  Sir  Muogo,  to  continue  the  simile, 
had  long  ago  learned  to  run  cunnings  and  make 
SUI8  of  mouthing  his  gsme»  So  Nigel  found  him- 
self eompeUed  to  stand  and  amwsr  the  hackneyed 
qiiestion-*-*^  What  news  t<M]ay  T^ 

^*  Nothing  extraordinary,  I  beli^v^,^  answered 
the  young  nobleman,  attempting  to  pass  on* 

^  Oy  ye  are  ganging  to  the  French  ordinary 
belive,^  replied  the  Knight ;  ^  but  it  is  early  day 
yat«<-we  will  take  a  turn  in  the  Park  in  the  mean- 
wfaiie-**it  will  sharpen  yonr  appetite.^ 

So  saying,  he  quietly  slipped  his  arm  under 
liord  Glenvarloch^  in  spite  of  all  the  decent  re- 
luctance which  his  victim  could  exhibit,  by  keep* 
ing  his  elbow  close  to  his  side ;  and  having  fairly 
grappled  the  prize,  be  proceedisd  to  take  it  in  tpw 
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Nigd  was  sullen  and  silent,  in  hopes  to  shake 
off  his  unpleasant  compamon ;  but  Sir  Mungo 
was  determined,  that  if  he  did  not  speak  he  should 
at  least  hear. 

**  Ye  are  bound  for  the  ordinary,  my  lord  F* 
sud  the  cynic;— '*  wed,  ye  canna  do  better — there 
is  choice  company  there,  and  peculiarly  selected, 
as  I  am  tauld,  b«ng,  dootless,  nc  as  it  is  deara- 
ble  that  young  noblemen  should  herd  withal-^ 
and  your  noble  father  wad  have  been  blithe  to  see 
you  keeping  such  worshipful  society.^ 

^*  I  believe,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  thinlung 
himself  obliged  to  say  something,  <<  that  the  so- 
ciety is  as  good  as  generally  can  be  found  in  such 
places,  where  the  door  can  scarcely  be  shut  against 
those  who  come  to  spend  their  money.^ 

*^  Right,  my  lord— -vara  righ t,^  said  his  tormen- 
tor, bursting  out  into  a  chuckling,  but  most  dis- 
cordant  laugh.  ^^  These  citizen  chuffs  and  clowns 
will  press  in  amongst  us,  when  there  is  but  an  inch 
of  a  door  open.  And  what  remedy  ?•— Just  e^en 
tliis,  that  as  their  cash  gi'^es  them  confidence,  we 
should  stripthem  of  it.  Flea  them,my  lord— singe 
them  as  the  kitchen  wench  does  the  rats,  and  then 
they  winna  long  to  come  back  again,— Ay,  ay— 
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pluck  them,  plume  them,— -and  then  the  larded 
capons  viU  not  be  for  flying  so  high  a  wing,  my 
lord,  among  the  gossJiawks  and  sparrow-hawks^ 
and  the  like.^ 

And,  therewithal.  Sir  Mungo  fixed  on  Nigel 
his  quick,  sharp,  grey  eye,  watching  the  effect  of 
his  sarcasm  as  keenly  as  the  surgeon,  in  a  deUcate 
operaUon,  remarks  the  progress  of  his  anatomical 
scalpel. 

Nigel,  however  willing  to  conceal  his  sensa. 
tions,  could  not  avoid  gratifying  his  tormentor 
by  wincing  under  the  operation.  He  coloured 
with  yexation  and  anger ;  but  a  quarrel  with  Sir 
Mungo  Malagrowther  would,  he  felt,  be  unut- 
terably ridiculous ;  and  he  cmly  muttered  to  him- 
self the  words,  ^*  impertinent  coxcomb  !^  which, 
on  this  occasion.  Sir  Mungo^s  imperfection  of  or- 
gan did  not  prevent  him  from  hearing  and  reply- 
ing to. 

**  Ay,  ay— vara  true,^  exclaimed  the  causbc 
old  courtier-—**  Impertinent  coxcombs  they  are, 
that  thus  intrude  themselves  on  the  sodety  of 
their  betters;  but  your  lordship  kens  how  to 
gar  them  as  gude— ye  have  the  trick  on'^t— They 
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bad  a  braw  sport  in  the  pre^en^  last  Vniajff 
bpif  ye  suld  hav^  routed  a  youog  shopkeeper^ 
iMTse  aod  foot,  ta'ea  Jbis  ^ipottst  ^ptJiia,  and  a^thf 
specie  he  had  about  him,  down  to  tb^  vprj  sUv^ 
buttons  of  bi^  cloak,  apd  sept  bim  to  graase  with 
Nebucbadaez2wr,  Jang  of  Babjjoa.  Muckle  hffr 
Hour  redounded  to  ypar  Iprdsh^p  tb^i)d>y*-— W^ 
Vfr^  t«uld  tb^  loon  threw  hioiseU  tf^  tbe  TjbMiniaa 
in  a  fit  of  desperation.  There^s  enow  of  tbeia  b^ 
biad*-4b&i3e  was  mair  tint  on  Flodden-^dge," 

^'  Ypu  bare  been  told  a  budget  of  lies^  so  far 
as  I  am  ppnceriied.  Sir  Muogo,^  said  Nigat 
speaking  loud  and  stei^ply* 

^^  Vam  lifcely-^-yara  likely,^  said  the  unabasb- 
^  and  updisQiayed  Sir  Mungo ;  *<  naetbiog  bat 
Jies  are  current  in  the  circle^r^^o  the  chie Id  ia 
not  diowned,  then  ?'-^he  mair>  the  pity.*^But  I 
never  believed  that  part  of  the  story-^a  London 
dealer  has  mair  wit  in  his  anger.  I  dare  awesF 
the  lad  has  a  bonny  broom-shank  in  his  hand  by 
this  time,  and  is  scrubbing  the  kennels  in  quest 
after  rusty  nails,  to  help  him  to  begin  bis  pac|c 
again.".— He  has  three  bairns,  they  say ;  they  will 
help  him  bravely  to  grope  in  the  gutters.  Your 
good  lordship  may  have  the  ruining  of  him  again, 


mj  iof^  if  tfaej  b«Te  my  lu^k  in  «tr«nd.8eour- 

*<  This  M»  mor9  tbun  iotolenible,''  said  NigeJ, 
uicerlwi  wjied»#r  to  m^^e  a»  mgry  viodication 
of  his  cbajrueter,  or  to  fling  the  old  tonneotor 
finom  his  wm.  But  an  inaUuit^s  rocollection  coa- 
vwiod  Um,  that  U>  do  either,  would  oply  give  an 
mr^tfulk  and  conwteBejr  to  the  scandals  which 
be  bq;yiii  to  ^ee  were  a£^ti9g  hia  charaetery  hofeh 
m  tii^  bighor  Mid  jk>wer  drcles^  Ha«tily,  there- 
finre^  lie  fenrmed  the  wiacar  resolution,  to  end  iine  $ir 
Mongols  studied  impertineooe,  under  the  hope  of 
afloertaining,  if  pos^We,  from  what  source  those 
rcp(^rto  vtom  which  were  so  prejudicial  to  his  re- 
puUltifMk 

Sir  MuQgo^  in  the  mean  ivhile,  caught  up,  as 
uauftl,  Nigefs  laat  words,  or  rather  the  sound  of 
thfini«  and  amplified  and  interpreted  them  in  his 
own  way.  ^^  ToleraUe  luck  r  he  repeated ;  *'  Yes, 
truly,  my  lord,  I  am  told  that  you  have  tolerable 
luck,  and  that  ye  ken  weel  how  to  use  that  jilting 
quean.  Dame  Fortune,  like  a  canny  douce  lad, 
willing  to  warm  yourself  in  her  smiles,  without 
exposing  yourself  to  her  jErowns.  And  that  is 
what  I  ea^  having  luck  in  a  hag.^ 
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<'  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,**  said  Lord  Gfen- 
yarloch,  turning  towards  him  seriously,  ^*  ha;v« 
the  goodness  to  hear  me  for  a  moment* 

*<  As  weel  as  I  can,  my  lord— «s  wed  as  I 
can,^  said  Sir  Mungo,  shaiung  his  head,  and 
pointing  the  finger  of  his  left  hand  to  his  ear. 

^  I  will  try  to  speak  very  disdncdy,*  sudNigel, 
arming  himself  with  patience*  "  You  take  em 
for  a  noted  gamester ;  I  give  you  my  word  that 
you  have  not  been  rightly  informed— I  am  Done 
such.  You  owe  me  some  explanation,  at  least, 
respecting  the  source  from  which  you  have  deri- 
ved such  false  information.^ 

**  I  never  heard  ye  were  a  ^fim^  gamester,  and 
never  thought  or  said  you  were  such,  my  hxd,^ 
said  Sir  Mungo,  who  found  it  imposaUe  to  avoid 
hearing  what  Nigel  said  with  peculiarly  delibe- 
rate and  distinct  pronundation.  *^  I  repeat  it— 
I  never  heard,  said,  or  thought  that  you  were  a 
ruffling  gamester, — such  as  they  call  those  of  the 
first  head. — ^Look  you,  my  lord,  I  call  him  a 
gamester,  that  plays  with  equal  stakes  and  equal 
skill,  and  stands  by  the  fdrtune  of  the  game, 
good  or  bad ;  and  I  call  him  a  ruffling  gamester, 
or  ane  of  the  first  head,  who  ventures  frankly 
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and  deeply  upon  sudi  a  wager.  But  he,  my  lord, 
who  has  the  pstienee  and  prudence  never  to  ven- 
ture beyond  small  game,  such  as,  at  most,  might 
crack  the  Christmas-box  of  a  grocer^s  ^prentice, 
who  vies  with  those  that  have  little  to  hazard, 
and  who  therefore,  having  the  larger  stock,  can 
always  rook  them  by  waiting  for  his  good  fortune, 
and  by  rising  from  the  game  when  luck  leaves  him 
—such  a  one  as  he,  my  lord,  I  do  not  call  a  ^Tto^ 
gamester,  to  whatever  other  name  he  may  be  en- 
titled.'* 

*'  And  such  a  mean-spirited  sordid  wretch 
you  would  infer  that  I  am,^  replied  L<»d  Glen* 
varloch ;  ^'  one  who  fears  the  skilful,  and  preys 
upon  the  ignorant^— who  avoids  playing  with  his 
equals,  that  he  may  make  sure  of  pilla^png  his 
inferioTB? — Ir  this  what  I  am  to  understand  has 
been  reported  of  me  ?^ 

**  Nay,  my  lord,  you  will  gain  nought  by 
speaking  big  with  me,^  said  Sir  Mungo,  who, 
beades  that  his  sarcastic  humour  was  really  sup- 
ported by  a  good  liind  of  animal  courage,  had 
also  fuU  reliance  on  the  immunities  which  he  had 
derived  from  the  broadsword  of  Sir  Rullion  Rat- 

8 


7S  THK  FCKltlT2f«5  dF  KIGKL. 

trqr,  and  die  bittoB  of  the  MMttif  emfjayed  hf 
the  Lady  Cockpen.  <*  And  fcr  the  truth  of  the 
matter,^  he  eontinned,  ^  your  lordship  best  knows 
whether  you  ever  lost  more  than  five  pieoea  ac  a 
time  nnce  you  frequented  BeaujeoV-^hedier 
you  have  not  most  OQmmonly  risen  a  wtnnei^^-^ 
add  whether  the  brave  young  gallants  who  fre- 
quent the  ordtnary^^^I  mean  those  of  noMe  rank, 
and  means  eonforming'-Hire  in  use  to  fiitey  upon 
those  terms?" 

'^  My  father  was  right,**  said  Lord  GlenvaT'^ 
loch,  ifi  the  Inttemess  of  his  spirit ;  <<  and  his 
curse  justly  followed  me  when  I  first  entered  that 
place.  There  is  contanunation  in  the  akr,  and 
he  whose  fortune  avoids  ruin,  shall  be  Mighted 
in  his  honour  and  reputation.^ 

Sir  Mungo,  who  watched  bis  victim  urith  the 
delighted  yet  wary  eye  of  an  experienced  angler, 
became  now  aware,  that  if  he  strained  the  line  on 
him  too  tightly,  there  was  every  risk  <^  his  break- 
ing hold.  In  order  to  give  him  room^  therefore, 
to  play,  he  protested  that  Lord  Olenvarloch 
^'  should  not  take  his  free  speech  in  f/udam  par- 
tern.  Ifyou  were  a  trifle  ower  sicker  in  your  amuse* 
ment,  my  lord,  it  canna  be  denied  that  it  is  the 
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gaifesi  course  to  prevent  farther  endflngefment  of 
your  somewhat  dilapidated  fortuned;  and  if  je 
play  with  your  inferiors,  ye  are  relieved  of  the 
pain  of  pouching  the  mller  of  your  fiiends  and 
equals ;  forbye,  that  the  Plebeian  knaveS  have 
bad  the  advantage,  tecum  ceria»se,  as  Ajax  Te* 
lamon  sayeth,  apud  Metamorphoseos ;  and  for 
the  like  of  them  to  have  played  with  ane  Scottish 
nobleman,  is  an  honest  and  honourable  considera^ 
tion  to  compensate  the  loss  of  their  stake,  whilk, 
I  dare  say,  moreover,  maist  of  the  churls  can  Weel 
aflbrd.'' 

<*  Be  that  as  it  may,  Sir  Mungo,^  said  Nigel, 
**  I  would  fain  know——" 

"  Ay,  ay,'' interrupted  Sir  Mungo;  "  and,  sA 
you  say,  who  cares  whether  the  fat  bulls  of  Ba- 
san  can  spare  it  or  no  ?  gentlemen  are  not  to  li- 
mit their  sport  for  the  like  of  them.'' 

"  I  wish  to  know.  Sir  Mungo,*"  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  ^*  in  what  company  you  have  learn- 
ed these  offensive  particulars  respecting  me.*^ 

••  Bootless— dootless,  ray  lord,"  said  Sir  Mun- 
go;''  I  have  ever  heard,  and  have  ever  reported, 
that  your  lordship  kept  the  best  of  company  in  a 
private  way.-— There  is  the   fine  Countess  of 
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BkdLchester,  but  I  think  she  stira  not  much 
abroad  since  ber  affair  with  bia  Grace  of  Bnck- 
ii^^ham ;  and  there  is  the  gude  auld-lashioDed 
Scottish  noUemaD)  Lord  Huntii^leny  an  unde- 
niable man  of  quality— it  is  pity  but  he  could 
keep  caup  and  can  frae  his  bead,  whilk  now  and 
then  doth  minish  his  reputation.  And  there  is 
the  gay,  young  Lord  Dalgamo,  that  carries  the 
cfafl  of  gray  hairs  under  his  curled  love-locks — a 
fair  race  they  are,  father,  daughter,  and  son,  all 
of  the  same  honourable  family.  I  think  we  need- 
na  speak  of  George  Heriot,  honest  man,  when 
we  have  nobility  in  question.  So  that  is  the  oom« 
pany  I  have  heard  of  your  keeping,  my  lord, 
out-taken  those  of  the  ordinary .''^ 

**  My  ocHnpany  has  not,  indeed,  been  much 
more  extended  than  amongst  those  you  mention,^ 
said  Lord  Glenvarloch ;  ^*  but  in  short        ^ 

**  To  court  ?^  said  Sir  Mungo,  "  that  was  just 
what  I  was  going  to  say — ^Lord  Dalgamo  says 
he  cannot  prevail  on  ye  to  come  to  court,  and 
that  does  ye  prejudice,  my  lord-— the  Kii^  bears 
of  you  by  others,  when  he  should  see  you  in  per* 
son-— I  speak  in  serious  friendship,  my  lord.  Hb 
Majesty,  when  you  were  named  in  the  circle  short 
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while  anoe^  was iieind  to  ny,  Vocto  e$i  akat-^ 
GknvarkiohicUs  is  turned  dioer  and  drinMi*/-^ 
My  Lord  Dalgamo  took  your  part,  and  was  a^en 
bome  down  by  the  popular  voioe  of  the  conrtiersy 
who  spoke  of  you  as  one  who  had  betaken  yoor- 
aelf  tolivbga  town  Ufe^  and  risking  your  bsron^ 
ooraoet  amcmgtt  the  flat^caps  of  the  dty.^ 

<<  And  this  was  publidy  spoken  of  ma,^  said 
Nigd,  **  and  in  the  King's  presence  f* 

<<  Spoken  openly  r  repeated  Sir  Mu^go  Mah^ 
giDWther;  **  ay,  by  my  troth  was  it-««diat  is  lo 
say,  it  was  whiispered  pritatdiy-^whilk  is  as  open 
pramulgalion  as  the  tlung  permitted ;  for  ye  may 
think  the  court  k  not  like  a  plaoe  where  men  are 
as  ab  as  Simssie  and  his  brother,  and  roar  out 
their  minds  as  if  they  were  at  an  ordinary.^ 

**  Aenrae  on  thecourt and  the  ordinary  both  r 
cried  N^  impatiently. 

«  ynOk  all  my  heart,"*  said  the  Knight;  «.I 
hare  got  little  by  aknigfars  senrice  in  the  court; 
and  the  last  time  I  was  at  the  oidintfy,  I  lost 
fimr  angels.^ 

^  May  I  pray  of  you.  Sir  Mungo^  to  let  me 
know,^  said  Nigel,  *^  the  names  of  those  who  thus 
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make  free  with  the  character  of  one  who  can  be 
but  little  known  to  them,  and  who  never  injured 
any  of  thetn  P'* 

'  ^*  Have  I  not  told  ye  already,^  answered  Sir 
'Mungo,  *'  that  the  King  said  something  to  that 
'eflect— 6o  did  the  Prince  too ;«— and  auch  being 
the  case,  ye  may  take  it  on  your  corporal  oath, 
that  every  man  in  the  circle  who  was  not  silent, 
sung  the  same  song  as  they  did.^ 

<^  You  said  but  now»^  replied  Glenvarloch, 
*<*  that  Lord  Balgarno  interfered  in  my  behalf.^ 

**  In  good  troth  did  he,^  answered  Sir  Miingo 
with  a  sneer ;  '^  but  the  young  nobleman  was  soon 
borne  down — by  token,  he  had  something  of  a 
catatrh,  and  spoke  as  hoarse  as  a  roupit  raven. 
Poor  gentleman,  if  he  had  had  his  full  extent 
of  voice,  he  would  have  been  as  well  listened  to* 
dootless,  as  in  a  cause  of  his  ain,  whilk  no  man 
kens  better  how  to  plead  to  purpose.— And  let 
me  ask  you,  by  the  way,^  continued  Sir  Mungo, 
"  whether  Lord  Dalgamo  has  ever  introduced 
your  lordship  to  the  Prince  or  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, either  of  whom  might  soon  carry  tbrongli 
your  suit  ?^ 
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^*  I  hare  no  ehdm  on  the  favour  of  either  the 
Prince  or  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch.— **  As  you  seem  to  have  made  my 
aSSurs  your  study,  Sir  Mungo,  although  perhaps 
something  unnecessarily,  you  may  have  heard 
that  I  have  petitioned  my  Sovereign  for  payment 
of  a  debt  due  to  my  family.  I  cannot  doubt  the 
King's  desire  to  do  justice,  nor  can  I  in  decency 
employ  the  solicitation  of  bis  Highness  the  Prince, 
or  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  to  obtain 
from  hia  Majesty  what  either  should  be  granted 
me  as  a  right,  or  refused  altogether." 

Sir  Mungo  twisted  his  whimrical  features  into 
-one  of  his  most  grotesque  sneers,  as  he  replied — 

**  It  is  a  vara  clear  and  parspicuous  position 
Off  the  case,  my  lord ;  and  in  relying  thereupon, 
you  shew  an  absolute  and  unimproveable  ac- 
qaintance  with  the  King,  court,  and  mankind  in 
generaL-^But  whom  have  we  got  here  ? — Stand 
up,  my  lord,  and  make  way — by  my  word  of 
honour,  they  are  the  very  men  we  spoke  of— talk 
of  the  devil,  and-^humph  !" 

It  must  here  be  premised,  that,  during  the  coa* 


84  THK  FOETUNES  OF  TflO^L. 

versation,  Lord  Glenvarkx^,  perhaps  in  the  hope 
of  shaking  himself  free  of  Sir  Mu^go,  had  di- 
rected their  walk  towards  the  more  frequented 
part  of  the  Park ;  while  the  good  Knight  had 
stuck  to  him,  being  totally  indifferent  which  way 
they  went,  provided  he  could  keep  his  talons 
clutched  upon  his  companion.  They  were  sdll, 
however,  at  smne  distance  from  the  livelier  part 
of  the  scene,  when  Sir  Mungo^s  experienced  eye 
noticed  the  appearances  which  occasioned  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  speech  to  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

A  low  respectful  murmur  arose  among  the 
numerous  groupes  of  persons  which  occupied  the 
lower  part  of  the  Park.  They  first  clustered  t<^ 
gether,  with  their  faces  turned  towards  White- 
hall, then  fell  back  on  either  hand  to  gtwe  place 
to  a  splendid  party  of  gallants,  who,  advancing 
from  the  Palace^came  qnward  through  the  Park ; 
all  the  other  company  drawing  off  the  pathway, 
and  standing  uncovered  as  they  passed. 

Most  of  these  courtly  gallants  were  dressed  is 
the  garb  which  the  pencil  of  Vandyke  has  made 
familiar  even  at  the  distance  of  nearly  two  cen- 
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tunes ;  and  whidi  was  just  at  this  psiiod  hega^ 
mng  to  supersede  the  more  fluttering  and  frivo- 
lous dress  which  had  been  adopted  from  the 
French  court  of  Henri  Quatre. 

The  whole  train  were  imooYered  exoepdngthe 
Prince  of  Wales^  afterwards  the  most  unfortunate 
of  British  monarchs,  who  came  onward,  having 
his  long  curied  auburn  tresses,  and  his  counte- 
nance, which,  even  in  early  youth,  bore  a  shade 
of  anticipated  mehuK^oly,  shaded  by  the  Spanish 
hat  and  the  single  ostrich  feather  which  drooped 
from  it  On  his  ri^t  hand  was  Buckmgfaam, 
whose  commanding,  and  Jtt  the  same  time  grace- 
ful dqiortment,  threw  almost  into  shade  the  per- 
sonal demeanour  and  majesty  ci  the  Prince  on 
whom  he  attended*  The  eye,  movements,  and 
gestures  of  the  great  courtier  were  so  oompoted, 
so  r^ularly  observant  of  all  etiquette  belonging 
to  his  rituation,  as  to  form  a  marked  and  strong 
contrast  with  the  forward  gisiety  and  frivc^ty  by 
which  he  recommended  himself  to  the  favour  of 
his  **  dear  dad  and  gossip,^  King  James.  A  sin- 
gular £Ue  attended  this  accomplished  oourder,  in 
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being  at  once  the  reigDing  favourite  of  a  father 
and  9on  so  very  opposite  in  manners,  that,  to  in- 
gratiate himself  with  the  youthful  Prince,  he  was 
obliged  to  compress  within  the  strictest  limits  of 
respectful  observance  the  frolicsome  and  free  hu- 
mour which  captivated  his  aged  father. 

It  is  true,  Buckingham  well  knew  the  diflTerent 
dispositions  both  of  James  and  Cliarles,  and  had 
no  difficulty  in  so  conducUng  himself  as  to  main- 
tiun  the  highest  post  in  the  favour  of  both.  It  has 
indeed  been  supposed,  that  the  Duke,  when  he 
had  completely  ppsses9ed  himself  of  the  affections 
of  Charles,  retmned  his  hold  in  those  of  the  father 
only  by  the  tyranny  of  custom ;  and  that  James, 
could  he  have  brought  himself  to  form  a  vigorous 
resolution,  was,  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  espe- 
cially, not  unlikely  to  have  discarded  Buckingham 
from  his  counsels  and  favour.  But  if  ever  l)e  in- 
deed  meditated  such  achange,  hewastootimidand 
too  much  accustomed  to  the  influence  which  the 
Duke  had  long  exercised  over  him,  to  summon 
up  resolution  enough  for  effecting  such  a  pur- 
pose ;  and  at  all  events  it  is  certain,  Bucking- 

11 
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ham,  thougb  surviving  tJi6  master  by  whom  ne 
was  nused,  had  the  rare  chance  to  experience  no 
wane  of  the  nuiBt  qdendid  court-favour  dn^g 
two  reigns,  until  it  was  at  once  eclipsed  iik  his 
blood  by  the  dagger  of  his  assassin  Felton..*.  '. 

To  return  from  this  digression :  The  Prince 
with  hia  train  advanced,  and  were  near  the  place 
where.  Lord  Gknvarloch  and  Sir  Mimgo  bad 
stood  ande  according  to  fann,  in  order  to  give 
the  Prince  passage,  and  to  pay  the  usual  marks  of 
respect.  Nigel  could  now  remark  ihat  Lord  JM- 
gamo  walked  closet  bfiihind  the  Duke  of  Biieking. 
ham,  and,  as  he  thought,  whispered  something  in 
hia  ear  as  they  came  onward.  At  any  rate,  both 
the  Princess  and  Duke  of  Bupkingbara's  attention 
seemed  to  be  directed  by  some  di^umstance  to- 
wards Nigel,  for  they  turned  their  heads  in  that 
direotion  and  looked  at  him  attentively-^the 
Prince  with  a  countenance,  the  grave,  melancholy 
expreifeion  of  which  was  blended  with  severity ; 
whileBuckingham^s  looks  evinced  some  degree  of 
scornful  triumph.  Lord  Dalgamo  did  not  seem 
to  observe  his  friend,  perhaps  because  the  sun- 
beams fell  from  the  side  of  the  walk  on  which  Ni- 
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gel  0tood,  oUigiDg  Midoolm  to  hold  up  Us  hat  to 
icreeii  his  eyes. 

As  the  PiifMs  passed.  Lord  Gknvarioeh  and 
ffir  Mungo  bowed)  as  respect  required ;  and  the 
Prince  ratutim^  tfaar  obeisanoe  with  that  grvre 
oeramony  which  paid  to  erery  irnok  its  due,  but 
not  a  tUtle  bejond  it,  agned  to  Sir  Mungo  to 
cone  forwanL  Commendng  an  apology  far  his 
lameness  aa  he  started,  which  he  had  just  oon^ 
pleted  as  his  hobbling  gait  brought  him'iqp  to 
tbs  Prinoe,  Sir  Mungo  lent  aa  attentive,  and,  as 
it  seemed,  an  intelligent  ear  to  questions^  adced 
in  a  tone  so  low,  that  the  Knigbt  would  oertahdy 
have  been  deif  to  them  had  they  been  put  to  ban 
by  any  one  under  the  rank  ci  Prince  of  WaleriL 
After  about  a  minute's  conversation,  the  Piiaee 
bestowed  on  Nigel  the  embaacttrtsiag  aoiioe  of 
anodier  fixed  look,  toudied  his  hatsligh^jr  to  Sir 
Mungo,  and  walked  on. 

**  Itisevenaal  suspected,  my  lot  d,^  said  ffir 
Mungo,  with  an  air  which  be  designed  to  be  mo- 
landudy  and  sympathetic,  but  which,  iafiiet,  r«. 
senbled  the  grin  of  an  ape  when  he  has  mouthed 
a  scalding  chesnutp— ^<  Ye  have  backfriends,  my 
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lofd,  tliat  isy  nnfWondi'i  if,  lobeplaia,  ememiBB 
-^dbout  tbe  pencm  of  the  PrinceJ*' 

would  I  kiiew  what  they  aooue  me  oL^ 

i«  Ye  ahall  hew^  my  knd,"  oud  Sir  Mungo, 
<<  the  FmafM  vaito  worde~*  Sir  Muago,^  said 
he,  ^  I  iqoioe  to  aee  yda,  aad  am  ghd  your 
rhemnitiR  ttwihles  permit  yoii  to  come  hither  fiw 
eaperciae,^— 1  bowed,  as  in  duty  bound^-^ye  might 
rsmaric,  my  log],  that  I  did  80^  wUlk  fisniied  the 
first  branch  of  our  oonversation^^-His  Highness 
then  demanded  of  me,  ^  if  he  with  whom  I  stood, 
was  the  young  Lord  Glen^arloch.^  I  answered, 
^  that  ymi  were  such,  f or  his  Ifighness*s  service;* 
wfailk  wastheseoond  branch.^— Thirdly,  hisHiglfe 
nees,  reemmng  the  argmnent,  ssid,  that  *  truly  he 
had  besn  told  so^  (meaning  that  he  had  been  told 
yeu  were  that  personage  j)  but  that  he  oould  not 
bd^crre,  that  the  heir  of  that  nbUe  and  deoqr«d 
house  could  be  ^^»ftding  an  idle^  scandalous,  and 
pKecatiotts  life  in  the  eadng-^houses  and  taverns 
of  London,  while  the  d^^s  druuM  were  beatings 
and  colours  flying  in  Germany  in  the  cnuseaf  the 
Falattne,  bis  8on->in4aw,^««bI  could,  your  lordship 
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bftwareydonodUDgbutmakefuiobeisaiioe;  and 
a  gracious  ^  give  ye  good  day,  Sir  Mungo  Mala* 
growther,^  licenced  me  to  fall  back  to  your  lord- 
ship. And  now,  my  lord,  if  your  business  or 
pleasure  calls  you  to  the  ordinary,  or  any  where 
in  the  direction  of  the  city— why,  have  with  you ; 
for,  dootless,  ye  will  think  ye  have  tarried -lang 
enough  in  the  Park,  as  they  will  likely  turn  at 
the  head  of  the  walk,  and  return  this  way — and 
you  have  a  broad  hint,  I  think,  not  to  cross  the 
Princess  presence  in  a  hurry.*** 

^  Vou  may  stay  or  go  as  you  please,  Sr 
Mungo,^  said  Nigel,  with  an  expreanon  of  cahn, 
but  deep  resentment ;  "  but,  for  my  own  part, 
my  resolution  is  taken.  I  wiU  quit  this  public 
walk  for  pleasure  of  no  man-*4lill  less  win  I  quit 
it  like  one  unworthy  to  be  seen  in  places  of  piub- 
Uc  reaort.  I  trust  that  the  Prince  and  his  reti- 
nue wiQ  return  this  way  as  you  expect;  for  I  will 
abide^  Sir  Mungo,  and  beard  them."** 

<<  Beard  them  T  exclaimed  Sir  Mungo,  in  the 
extremity  of  surprise,— -<<  Beard  the  Prince  of 
Wales^the  heir-apparent  of  the  kingdoms !— -By 
my  saul,  you  shall  beard  lum  yoursall  then."* 
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Aeoordiogly ,  he  was  about  to  leave  Nigel  ver  j 
haatilyf  when  some  unwonted  touch  of  good  na» 
tured  intent  in  his  youth  and  inexperience, 
seemed  suddenly  to  soften  bis  baUtual  cynicisni. 

**  The  devil  is  in  me,  for  an  auld  f ule  T  said 
Sir  Mungo ;  '^  but  I  must  needs  concern  mysell 
— -I  that  owe  so  little  either  to  fortune  ormy  fei«^ 
low-creatures,  must,  I  say,  needs  concern  mysell 
-»with  this  springald,  whom  I  will  warrant  to  be 
as  obstinate  as  a  pig  possessed  with  a  devil,  for  it^s 
the  cast  of  his  family ;  and  yet  I  maun  e'en  fling 
away  some  sound  advice  on  him.-^— My  dainty 
young  Lord  Glenvarloch,  understand  me  dis- 
tinctly, for  this  is  no  bairn Vplay.  When  the 
Prince  said  sae  much  to  me  as  I  have  repeated  to 
you,  it  was  equivalent  to  a  command  not  to  ap- 
pear agmn  in  his  presence ;  wherefore,  take  an 
auld  man^s  advice  that  wishes  you  weel,  and  may- 
be a  wee  thing  better  than  he  has  reason  to  wish 
ony  body.  Jouk,  and  let  the  jaw  gae  bye,  hke 
a  canny  bairn— gang  hame  to  your  lodgings, 
keep  your  foot  frae  taverns,  and  your  fingers 
frac  the  dice-box ;  ocmipound  your  affairs  quiet- 
ly wi**  some  ane  that  has  better  favour  than  yours 
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about  oourt,  and  yon  inll  get  m  round  spdl  of 
moaey  to  carry  you  to  Gkrniaiiy,  or  elaewhere, 
to  push  your  fortune.  It  was  a  fortunate  soldier 
that  made  your  family  fiiur  or  five  hundred  yean 
syne^  and,  if  you  ae  brave  and  fortunate,  you 
may  find  the  way  to  repair  it  But,  take  my 
word  for  it,  that  hi  this  court  you  will  never 
thrive.** 

When  Sir  Mungo  had  completed  his  exhorta- 
tion, in  which  there  was  more  of  sincere  sympa- 
thy with  another^s  atuation,  than  he  had  been 
heretofore  known  to  express  in  behalf  of  any  one^ 
Lord  Glenvarloch  replied,  <*  I  am  obliged  to 
you,  Sir  Mungo— you  have  spoken,  I  think, 
with  nnceri^,  and  I  thank  you.  But  in  return 
fcHT  your  good  advice,  I  heartily  entreat  you  to 
leave  me ;  I  observe  the  Prince  and  his  train  are 
returning  down  the  walk,  and  you  nuy  prejudice 
yoursdf ,  but  cannot  help  me,  by  remaining  with 
me.** 

«  And  that  is  true^**  ■  said  Sir  Mungo ;  ^<  yet, 
were  I  ten  years  younger,  I  wald  be  tempted  to 
stand  by  you,  and  gie  them  the  meedng.  But  at 
tfaree^soore  and  upward,  men*s  courage  turns 
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dddrife;  and  ibej  that  caaaawma  fiviiigy  nuat 
not  endanger  the  tmall  suiteoanee  of  their  age. 
I  wish  you  weel  throng,  my  loid,  but  it  10  an 
unequal  BgfaL^  80  saying,  he  turned  and  limp- 
ed away ;  often  kioking  back,  however,  as  if  hb 
natural  apirit,  even  in  its  present  subdued  state, 
aided  by  his  love  of  contndietion  and  of  debate, 
rendered  him  unwilUng  to  adopt  the  course  ne** 
ccosary  tar  his  own  security. 

Thus  abandoned  by  his  companion,  whose  de- 
parture he  graced  with  better  thoughts  of  him 
than  those  whieh  he  bestowed  on  his  appearance, 
Nigel  remidned  with  Iusarmsfolded,andredining 
against  a  solitary  tree  whidi  overhung  the  path, 
making  up  his  mind  to  encounter  a  moment  whiok 
he  expected  to  be  critical  of  his  fate.  Buthewas 
mistaken  in  supporing  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
would  either  address  him,  or  admit  him  to  expos* 
tulatioD  in  such  a  public  place  as  the  Park.  He 
did  not  remain  unnoticed,  however ;  for,  when  he 
made  a  respeotflil  but  haughty  obeisance,  intima- 
ting in  look  and  manner  that  he  was  possessed 
ct^  and  undaunted  by,  the  imfavourable  opinion 
which  the  Prince  had  so  lately  expressed,  Charles 
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returned  his  reverence  with  such  a  frown,  as  is 
only  given  by  those  whose  frown  is  authori^  and 
decision.  The  train  passed  on,  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham  not  even  appearing  to  see  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch ;  while  Lord  Dalgamo,  though  no  longer  in- 
commoded by  the  sun-beams»  kept  his  eyes,  which 
•had  perhaps  been  dazzled  by  their  former  splen- 
dour, bent  upon  the  ground. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  had  difficulty  to  restrain  an 
indignation,  to  which,  in  the  circumstances,  it 
would  have  been  madness  to  have  given  vent. 
He  started  from  his  reclining  posture,  and  fol- 
lowed the  Princess  train  so  as  to  keep  them  dis- 
tinctly in  sight;  which  was  very  easy,  as  they 
walked  slowly.  Nigd  observed  them  keep  their 
road  towards  the  Palace,  where  the  Prince  turn- 
ed at  the  gate  and  bowed  to  tbe  noblemen  in 
attendance,  in  token  of  dismissing  them,  and 
entered  the  Palace,  accompanied  only  by  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  one  or  two  of  his 
equerries.  The  rest  of  the  train,  having  returned 
in  all  dutiful  humility  the  farewell  of  the  Prince, 
began  to  disperse  themselves  through  the  Park. 
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All  this  was  carefully  noticed  by  Lord  Glen- 
Tarloch,  who,  as  he  adjusted  his  doak,  and  drew 
his  sword-belt  round  so  as  to  bring  the  hilt  closer 
to  his  hand,  muttered — ^^  Dalgamo  shall  explain 
all  this  to  me,  for  it  is  evident  that  he  isjn  the 
secret  r 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Give  waj— ^Te  waj-^I  mmt  ud  will  htm  jiutie& 
And  tell  me  not  of  privilege  and  pboe ; 
Where  I  am  uunrad,  there  VU.  sae  redreH. 
Look  to  it  every  one  who  baxi  my  aeeemy 
I  have  a  heart  to  feel  the  ii\)ory, 
A  hand  to  right  myielf«  and,  by  my  honour. 
That  hand  shall  giaap  what  giey-heaid  Law  denieB  me. 

The 


It  was  not  long  ore  Nigel  diaoDTered  Lord  Dal- 
gamo  adyandng  towarda  him  in  the  company  of 
another  young  man  of  quality  of  the  Princess  train ; 
and  as  they  directed  their  oourae  towarda  the 
south-eaatem  comer  of  the  Park,  he  conduded 
they  were  about  to  go  to  Lord  HuntinglenV 
They  stopped,  however,  and  turned  up  another 
path  leading  to  the  north;  and  Lord  Glenvarloch 
oonceiTed  that  this  change  of  direction  was  owing 
to  their  having  seen  him,  and  their  derire  to  avoid 
him. 
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Nigd  ibiloved  them  without  hedtadoiiy  by  apttth 
whidi,  windiiig  anmnd  a  thidcet  of  ahrubs  ind 
trees,  once  more  conducted  him  to  the  less  fie- 
quented  part  of  the  ParL  He  obeeryed  which 
dde  of  Ae  thicket  was  taken  by  Lord  Dalgamo 
and  his  eoyipanion,  and  he  himself  walking  hasi* 
tily  xovnd  the  other  yerge,  was  thus  enabled  to 
meat  them  &oe  to  (aoew 

<^  Good  morrow,  my  Lord  DalganKs^  said 
Lflid  GIsnvarlodi,  sternly. 

*^Ha!  my  fiiend  Nigd,^  answered  Lord BaL 
gnno^  in  Us  usual  careless  and  indifferant  tone, 
^myfrieDdN]gel,with  business  on  his  brow?— but 
you  must  wait  till  we  meet  at  Beaiijett's  at  noon— 
Sk  Ewes  Haldimundand  I  axe  at  present  eqgsged 
in  the  Princess  service.^ 

« If  you  were  engaged  in  the  King^s,  my  lord,^ 
said  Lord  Glenyarlodi,  ^' you  must  stand  and  an- 
swer me.** 

^  Hqr-^y  1^  wid  Lord  Dalgamo,  widi  an  air 
of  great  astonishment,  -  ^^  what  passion  is  this  f 
Why,  Nigel,  this  is  King  Cambyses^  vein  1 — ^You 
hffre  fiequented  die  theatrss  too  much  lately— 

VOL.  If.  G 
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Away  with  this  folly,  man ;  go,  dine  upon  gonp  and 
sallad,  drink  suceoiy-water  ta  cool  your  Uood,  go 
to  bed  at  sun-down,  and  defy  those  &al  fiends, 
Wrath  and  Misconstruction.^ 

'^  I  hayehad  misconstmetion  enough  among 
you,**^ saidGlenvarloch,  in  the  same  tone  of  de- 
tennined  displeasure,  ^^  and  from  you,  my  Lord 
Dalgamo,  in  particular,  and  all  under  the  mask 
of  friendship.*" 

^^  Here  is  a  proper  business  T — saidDa^amo, 
turning  as  if  to  appeal  to  Sir  Ewes  Haldmraiid ; 
*' do  yon  see  dlis  angry  ruffler.  Sir  Ewes  ?  A  month 
since  he  dared  not  have  looked  one  of  yonder 
sheep  in  the  fiu»,  and  now  he  is  a  prince  of  roia. 
terers,  a  plucker  of  jngeons,  a  controller  of  players 
and  poets — and  in  gratitude  for  my  having  shewn 
him  the  way  to  the  eminent  character  which  he 
holds  upon  town,  he  comes  hither  to  quarrel  with 
his  best  friend,  if  not  his  only  one.*" 

''  I  renounce  such  hollow  friendship,  my  lord,* 
said  Lord  Glenyarloch ;  '^  I  disclium  the  charac- 
ter which,  even-  to  my  very  face,  yon  labour  to  fix 
upon  me,  and  ere  we  part  I  will  call  you  to.  a 
reckoning  for  it."^ 
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<<  My  lords  both,^  intemipted  Sir  Ewes  Hal- 
Atiundy  ^'  leC  ne  ranind  you  that  the  royal  Park 
ia  no  place  to  quarrel  in."** 

*'  I  wffl  make  my  quarrel  good,"*  said  Nigel, 
who  did  not  know,  or  in  his  passion  might  not 
hare  recollected,  the  pri¥ik|;es  of  the  place, 
*'  wherever  I  find  my  enemy.** 

<*  You  shall  find  quarrelling  enough,^  replied 
Xiord  Dalgamo, calmly,  *^  sosomi  as  you  asrign  a 
anfllcient  cause  for  it.  Sit  Ewes  Haldimund,  who 
knows  the  court,  will  warrant  you  that  I  am  not 
badcward  on  such  occasions.  But  of  what  is  it 
that  you  now  complain,  after  having  experienced 
nothing  save  kindness  from  me  and  my  family  ?^ 

^  Of  your  family  I  complain  not,""  replied  Lord 
Glenvarloch ;  **  they  have  done  for  me  all  they 
could, — ^more,  far  more,  than  I  could  have  expect- 
ed ;  but  you,  my  lord,  have  sufiered  me,  while 
you  called  me  your  firiend,  to  be  traduced,  where 
a  word  of  your  mouth  would  have  placed  my  cha- 
racter in  its  true  colours— and  hence  the  injurious 
message  which  I  just  now  received  from  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  To  permit  the  misrepresentatbn  of  a 
friend,  my  lord,  is  to  share  in  the  slander.*** 
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^  You  haTe  been  misinfiiniied,  my  Lord  Glen- 
varloch,^  said  Sir  Ewes  Haldimund ;  ^^  I  have 
myself  often  heard  Lord  Dalgamo  defend  your 
character,  and  regret  that  your  exclusive  attach- 
ment to  the  pleasures  of  a  London  life  jnevented 
your  paying  your  duty  rq^ularly  to  the  Sng  and 
Prince." 

"*  While  he  himself'*  said  Lord  GlenTarloch, 
«<  dissuaded  me  from  presenting  myself  at  court*" 

'<  I  will  cut  this  matter  short,"  said  Lord  Dal- 
gamo, with  haughty  coldness.  '*  You  seem  to 
have  oonceiyed,  my  lord,  that  you  and  I  were  Fy- 
lades  and  Orestes— -a  second  edition  of  Damon  and 
Pythias — ^Theseus  andPirithous  at  the  least  You 
are  mistaken,  and  have  given  the  name  of  fiiend- 
ahip  to  what,  on  my  part,  was  mere  goodruature 
and  compassion  for  a  raw  and  ignorant  country- 
man, joined  to  the  cumbersome  charge  which  my 
fether  gave  me  respecting  you.  Your  character, 
my  lord,  is  of  no  one^s  drawing,  but  of  your  own 
making.  I  introduced  you  where,  as  in  all  such 
places,  there  was  good  and  indiffisrent  company  to 
be  met  with— your  habits,  or  taste,  made  you  prefer 
the  worse.    Your  holy  horror  at  the  sight  of  dice 
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nd  caide  degenented  info  die  cmEdoos  NBofa 
to  pUy  only  st  thoee  thnes,  and  with  such  penons, 
as  might  engine  your  lidng  a  winner-HBO  nian  can 
long  do  8o,  and  oontmne  to  be  held  a  gendenuuL 
Such  18  the  reputation  you  have  made  for  youneli^ 
and  you  have  no  right  to  be  angiy  that  I  do  not 
oontradict  what  yourself  knows  to  be  true.  Let 
US  pass  on,  my  lord;  and  if  you  want  further  ex« 
planation,  seek  some  other  time  and  fitter  place* 

^*  No  time  can  be  better  than  the  present,^  said 
Lord  GlenTarloch,  whose  resentment  was  now  ex* 
cited  to  the  uttermost  by  the  cold-blooded  and  in« 
suiting  manner  in  which  Dalgamo  Tindicated  him« 
aeb^— -'^  no  place  fitter  than  the  place  where  we 
nowstand.  Those  of  my  house  have  ever  avenged 
insult,  Bt  the  moment,  and  on  the  spot,  where  it 
was  offered,  were  it  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.^^ 
Lord  Dalgamo,  you  are  a  villain !  draw  and  de- 
ftnd  yourself.*  At  the  same  time  he  unsheathed 
his  rapier. 

"  Are  you  madP  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  step, 
ping  back;  ^^  we  are  in  the  precincts  of  the  court^ 

^<  The  better,*  answered  Lord  Glenvarloch ; 
^^  I  will  cleanse  them  from  a  calumniator  and  a 


lOS  THE  FOKXVMES  OF  VXGXU 

oowivd.^    He  then  ptessed  on  Lorfl  Dal^mo, 
and  Btruck  him  with  the  flat  of  the  swotd. 

The  fray  had  now  Attracted  attention,  rand  the 
cry  went  round,  '^  JCeep  the  peace— keep  ibe 
peace— fiwordfl  drawn  in  the  Park. — ^What,  ho ! 
guards! — ^keeperft--^yeomeniang«»r  and  a  num- 
ber of  j»eqple  came  nishii^  to  the  spot  from  all 
sidea. 

Lord  Dalgamo,  who  had  half  drawn  Us  sword 
on  receiving  the  blow,  returned  it  to  his  scab- 
bard when  he  observed  the  crowd  thicken,  and 
takii^  Sir  Ewes  Haldimund  by  the  arm,  walked 
hastily  away,  only  saying  to  Lord  Glenvarloch 
as  they  left  him,  *^  You  shall  dearly  abye  this  in- 
sult--^we  win  meet  again."*" 

A  decent-looking  .elderly  man,  who  observed 
that  Lord  Glenvarloch  remained  on  the  spot, 
taking  compassion  on  his  youthful  appearanoe^ 
said  to  him,  ^^  Are  you  aware  this  Is  a  Star- 
Chamber  business,  young  gentleman,  and  that  it 
may  cost  you  your  right  hand  ? — Shift  for  your- 
self before  the  keepers  or  constables  come  up— 
Get  into  Whitefiiars  or  somewhere,  for  sanctuary 
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ftod  coitoetiineiit,.ti]ly<m  can  make  fiiaids  w  qiut 
thecity.7' 

The  advice  was  not  to  be  neglected.  Lord 
Gknvarlodi  made  hastily  towards  the  issue  fiom 
the  Park  by  Saint  Jameses  Palace^  then  Saint 
Jameses  Hoq^taL  The  Imbbub  increased  be* 
hind  him;  and  several  peace-officers  of  the  Royal 
Househdd  came  up  to  apprehend  the  delinquent 
Portunaldy  for  N^el,  a  popular  edition  of  the 
cause  of  the  affiay  had.gone  abroad.  It  was  said 
that  one  of  the  Duke  of  Buddn^uun'^s  compa* 
nims  had  insulted  a  stranger  gentleman  from  the 
country,  and  that  the  stranger  had  cudgelled  Um 
soundly*  A  &Yourite,  or  the  companion  of  a  fa- 
Tourite,  is  always  odious  to  John  Bull,  who  has, 
besides,  a  piEfftiality  to  those  disputants  who  pro* 
ceed,  as  lawyers  term  itjpar  vogfe  du/bUj  and 
both  pngudices  were  in  NigeFs  favour.  The  of- 
ficers, therefore,  who  came  to  apprehend  him, 
could  leam  fiom  the  spectators  no  particulars  of 
his  appearance,  or  information  concerning  the  road 
he  had  taken;  so  that,  for  the  moment,  he  escaped 
being  arrested. 

What  Lord  Glenvarloch  heard  among  the 
crowd  as  he  passed  along,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy 
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him,  that  in  his  iBqwHient  paidoii  hehadjdaoed 
himself  in  a  predicament  of  oonaderable  danger. 
He  was  no  stranger  to  the  severe  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  the  Conrt  of  Star-Chamber,  espo- 
dally  in  cases  of  breach  of  privilege,  which  made 
it  the  terror  of  all  men ;  and  it  was  not  longer 
than  the  Queen^s  time  that  the  panishment  of 
mutilation  had  been  actually  awarded  and  eieca- 
ted,  fi>r  aome  offimce  of  the  same  kind  whidi  he 
had  just  committed.  HehadalsothecomfartaMe 
reflection,  that  by  his  violent  qoarxel  with  Loid 
Dalgamo,  he  must  nowftvfisit  the  fiiendship  and 
good  offices  of  that  noUeman^s  fiither  and  suter^ 
almost  the  only  persons  of  consideration  in  whom 
he  coold  claim  any  interest;  while  all  tlie  evil  re- 
ports which  had  been  put  in  drcolation  concern^ 
ing  his  character,  were  certain  to  weigh  heavily 
against  him,  in  a  case  where  much  must  necessaii- 
ly  depend  on  the  reputation  of  the  accused.  To  a 
youthfiil  imagination,  the  idea  of  such  a  pumab- 
ment  as  mutilation,  seems  more  ghastly  than 
death  itself;  and  every  word  whidi  he  overheard 
among  the  groupes  whom  he  met,  mingled  widi, 
or  overtook  and  passed,  announced  this  as  the 
penalty  of  his  ofience«    He  dreaded  to  increase 
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Ufl  pace  for  hut  of  attracdng  Buspidon,  and  more 
ibxa  once  saw  the  ranger^s  officers  so  near  him, 
that  his  wrist  tingled  as  if  it  were  already  under 
die  blade  of  the  dismembering  knife.  Atlengtii 
he  got  out  of  the  Park,  and  had  a  little  more  lei- 
aore  to  consider  what  he  was  next  to  do. 

Whitefrtars,  adjacent  to  the  Temple,  then  wdl 
known  by  the  cant  name  of  Alsatia,  had  at  this 
time^  and  for  nearly  a  century  afterwards,  the 
privily  of  a  sanctuary,  unless  against  the  writ 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  or  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Privy-CoundL  Indeed,  as  the  jdace  abound- 
ed widi  desperadoes  of  every  description,— 4)ank- 
n^  cidaens,  ruined  gamesters,  iiredaimaUe  pro- 
digals, deqierate  duellists,  farayoes,  homiddes, 
and  ddbauched  profligates  of  every  descriptiouj 
all  leagued  tc^ether  to  maintain  the  immunities 
of  their  asylum, — it  was  both  difficult  and  unsafe 
for  the  officers  of  the  law  to  execute  warrants  ema- 
nating even  from  the  highest  authority,  amongst 
men  whose  safety  was  inconsistent  with  warrants 
or  authority  of  any  kind.  Tins  Lord  Glenvar- 
lodk  well  knew ;  and  odious  as  the  place  of  re- 
fuge was,  it  seemed  the  only  one  where,  for  a  space 
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at  least,  he  might  be  concealed  aad  secure  firom 
the  immediate  grasp  of  the  hiw,  until  he  ahoold 
have  leisure  to  provide  bettor  for  his  safety,  or 
to  get  this  unpleasant  matter  in  some  shape  ac* 
commodated* 

Meanwhile,  as  Nigel  walked  hastily  forward  to- 
wards the  place  of  aaactuaiy,  he  Intterly  accused 
himself  for  suffisring  Lord  Dal^jafloo  to  lead  him 
into  the  haunts  of  dissipation ;  and  no  less  aecu- 
sed  his  intemperate  heat  of  passion,  which  now 
had  driven  him  for  refoige  into  the  purlieus  of  pro* 
fime  and  avowed  vice  and  debauchery. 

^^  Dalgamo  spoke  but  too  truly  in  that,^  were  his 
bitter  reflections ;  '^  I  have  made  myself  aa  evil 
reputation  by  acting  on  his  insidious  couisels,  and 
nq^lecting  thewhdesome  admonitioiiswhtdiought 
to  have  cbumed  implicit  obediaice  firom  me,  and 
which  recommended  abstinence  even  from  the 
slightest  approach  to  evil.  But  if  I  escape  from 
the  perilous  labyrinth  in  which  folly  and  inexpe- 
rience, as  well  as  violent  passions,  have  involved 
me,  I  will  find  some  noble  way  of  redeeming  the 
lustre  of  a  name  which  was  never  sullied  imtil  I 
bore  it.'' 
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Aft  Lofd  GlenvBdodi  fiMrmed  diesc  prudeiit  te- 
soltttioiiB  he  entered  the  Temfde  Walks,  whence 
s  gate  at  that  time  opened  mto  White&iars,  by 
whidiy  as  by  the  moBe  priyite  paasage^  he  propo- 
aed  to  betake  himsdf  to  the  aanctuaiy.  As  he 
approached  the  entrance  to  that  den  of  infiuny, 
Stom  which  his  mind  recoiled  evoi  while  in  the 
act  of  taking  shelter  there,  his  pacie  slackened^ 
while  the  steep  and  broken  stairs  reminded  him  of 
the  fitcUU  ducentuB  Avemi^  and  rendered  him 
doubtful  whether  it  wer6  not  better  to  brave  the 
worst  which  could  be&U  him  in  the  public  haunts 
of  honouraUe  men,  than  to  erade  punishment  by 
aeduding  himself  in  those  of  avowed  vice  and  pro- 
fligacy. 

Ab  Nigel  hesitated,  a  young  gentleman  cf 
the  Temple  advanced  towards  him,  whom  he  had 
often  «een  and  sometimes  conversed  with  at  the 
ordinary,  where  he  was  a  firequent  and  welccmie 
guest,  being  a  wild  young  gaUimt,  indifferently 
weD provided  with  money,  who  spentatthe  theatres, 
and  other  gay  places  of  public  resort,  the  time 
which  his  fiiither  supposed  he  was  employing 
in  the  study  of  the  law.  But  Reginald  Lowe- 
stoffe,  such  was  the  young  Template's  name,  was  of 
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Opinion  diat  Httk  kw  vas  neoeflsary  to  ena^ 
to  spend  the  reyenues  of  the  paternal  acres  which 
were  to  devolve  upon  him  at  his  fiither^s  demise 
and  therefore  gave  himself  no  trouble  to  acquire 
more  of  that  sdenoe  than  might  be  imbibed  aloi^ 
with  theleamedair  of  thereon  in  which  helmd 
his  chambers.  In  other  respects,  he  was  one  of  the 
wits  of  the  place,  read  Ovid  and  Martial,  aimed  at 
qoidc  repartee  and  pun,  (often  very  fiir  fetched,) 
danced,  fenced,  played  at  tennis,  and  performed 
sundry  tunes  on  the  fiddle  and  French  horn,  to 
the  gieat  annoyance  of  old  Counsellor  Barratter, 
who  lived  in  the  chambers  immediately  below  him. 
Such  was  Ranald  Lowestoffe^  shrewd,  alert^  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  town  in  all  its  recesses ; 
who  now  approaching  the  Lord  Glenvailoch,  sa- 
luted him  by  name  and  title,  and  asked  if  his 
lordslnp  designed  for  the  Chevalier's  this  day, 
observing  it  was  near  noon,  and  the  woodcock 
would  be  on  the  board  ere  they  could  reach  the 
ordinary. 

^^  I  do  not  go  there  to^y,^  answered  Lord 
Glenvarloch. 

^*  Which  way  then,  my  lord?^  said  die  young 
Templar,  who  was  perhaps  not  undesirous  to  pa- 
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xade  a  port  at  least  of  the  street  in  compaay 
a  lord,  though  bat  a  Scotch  one. 

«  I— -P— -said  Nigel,  deshing  to  avail  himself 
of  this  young  man'^s  local  knowledge,  yet  unwilling 
and  ashamed  to  acknowledge  his  intention  to  take 
refuge  in  so  disreputable  a  quarter,  or  to  de* 
scribe  the  situation  in  whidi  he  stood— ^*  I  have 
some  cuxiosi^  to  see  White&iars.^ 

^^  What,  your  lordship  is  fiir  a  fimlic  into  AI- 
satia  r*  said  Lowestofie— ^'  have  with  you,  my  lord 
—you  cannot  have  a  better  guide  to  the  infernal 
regions  than  myself.  I  promise  you  there  are  bo- 
nas-roba  to  be  found  there  good  wine  too,  ay, 
and  good  fellows  to  drink  it  with,  though  some- 
what suffisring  under  the  frowns  of  Fortune.  But 
your  lordship  will  pardon  me— you  are  the  last 
of  our  acquaintance  to  whom  I  would  have  pro^ 
posed  such  a  voyage  of  discovery.^ 

^^  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Master  Lowestoffe,  for  the 
good  opinion  you  have  expressed  in  the  observa- 
tion,^ said  Lord  Glenvarloch ;  **  but  my  present 
circumstances  may  render  even  a  residence  of  a 
day  or  two  in  the  sanctuary  a  matter  of  necessity.'^ 

*^  Indeed  !^  said  Lowestofife,  in  a  tone  of  great 
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surprise ;  ^^  I  thought  your  lordship  had  alwiys 
taken  care  not  to  risk  any  considerable  stake  I 
beg  pardon,  but  if  the  bones  have  proved  perfi- 
dious, I  know  just  so  much  kw  as  d»t  a  peer^s 
person  is  sacred  from  arrest ;  and  for  mere  impe- 
cuniosity,  my  lord,  better  shift  can  be  made  else- 
where than  in  WUtefriars,  where  all  axe  devour- 
ing each  other  for  very  poverty." 

<*  My  misfortune  has  no  conneiion  with  want 
of  money,"  said  Nigel. 

^^  Why  Aen,  I  suppose,"  said  Lowestoffi^,  **  yon 
have  been  tilting,  my  lord,  and  have  pinked  your 
man ;  in  which  case,  and  with  a  purse  reasonably 
furnished,  you  may  lie  perdu  in  Whiteftiars  for  a 
twelvemonth — ^Marry,  but  you  must  be  entered 
and  received  as  a  member  of  their  wonlnpfiil  so- 
dety,  my  lord,  and  a  frank  burgher  of  Alsatia — 
so  far  you  must  condescend ;  there  will  be  neither 
peace  nor  safety  for  you  else." 

*'  My  fault  is  not  in  a  d^^ee  so  deadly.  Master 
Lowestofie,"  answered  Lord  Glenvarloch,  ^'  as 
you  seem  to  conjecture— I  have  stridun  a  gentle- 
man in  the  Park,  that  is  all." 

<<  By  my  hand,  my  lord,  and  you  had  better 
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have  struck  your  sword  through  him  at  Bams 
efans,'^  siud  the  Temphir.  ''  Strike  within  the  verge 
of  the  Court !  You  will  find  that  a  weighty  de- 
pendence upon  your  hands,  especially  if  your  party 
be  of  rank  and  have  favour.^ 

^'  Twill  be  plain. with  you.  Master  Lowestoffe,^ 
said  Nigel,  *'  since  I  have  gone  thus  fiir.  The 
person  whom  I  struck  was  Lord  Dalgamo,  whom 
you  have  seen  at  Beaujeu'^sJ" 

^^  A  follower  and  &vounte  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  I — It  is  a  most  unhappy  chance,  my 
lord;  but  my  heart  was  formed  in  England,  and 
cannot  bear  to  see  a  young  nobleman  borne  down, 
as  you  are  like  to  be.  Weconverse  here  greatly 
too  open  fiir  your  circumstances.  The  Templars 
wodd  suffer  no  bailiff  to  execute  a  writ,  and  no  gen* 
tleman  to  be  arrested  for  a  duel,  within  their  pre* 
cmcts;  but  in  such  a  matter  between  Lord  Dalgar- 
no  and  your  lordship,  there  might  be  a  party  on 
cither  side.  You  must  away  with  me  instantly  to 
my  poor  chambers  here,  hard  by ,  and  undergo  some 
little  change  of  dress,  ere  you  take  sanctuary ;  for 
else  you  will  have  the  whole  rascal  rout  of  the 

Friars  about  you,  like  crows  upon  a  falcon  that 

s 
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strays  into  thar  xookery.  We  must  hmve  you  ar- 
rayed something  more  like  the  natives  of  Alsatia, 
or  there  trill  be  no  life  there  for  yoo.^ 

While  Lowestoffe  spoke,  he  puHed  Lord  den- 
varloch  along  with  him  into  his  chambers,  wheve 
he  had  a  handsome  library,  filled  with  all  the  poems 
and  play-books  which  were  then  in  fiuhion.  The 
Templar  then  dispatched  a  boy,  who  waited  tqpon 
him,  to  procure  a  dish  or  two  fiom  the  next  cook^s 
shop ;  '^  and  this,^  he  said,  **  must  be  your  lord^ 
ship^s  dinner,  with  A  glass  of  old  sack,  of  which  my 
grandmother  (the  heavens  requite  her !)  sent  me  a 
doaen  bottles,  with  charge  to  use  the  liquor  only 
with  daiified  whey,  when  I  felt  my  breast  ache 
with  over  study.  Marry,  we  will  drink  the  good 
lady^s  health  in  it,  if  it  is  your  lordship^s  pleaaure^ 
and  you  shall  see  how  we  poor  students  eke  out 
our  mutton-commons  in  the  hall.'" 

The  outward  door  of  the  chambers  was  barred 
so  soon  as  the  boy  had  re-entered  with  the  food; 
the  page  was  ordered  to  keep  dose  watch  and  ad- 
mit no  one ;  and  Lowestofie,  by  example  and  pre- 
cept, pressed  his  noUe  guest  to  partake  of  his  hos- 
pitality. His  ftank  and  forward  manners,  though 


TUB  FO&TUMES  OF  NIGEL.  113 

mudi  differing  fipom  the  courtly  ease  of  Lord  Dal- 
gamo,  were  calctdated  to  make  a  &Yoiinble  im- 
pression, and  Lord  Glenvarloch,  though  his  ex- 
perience of  Dalgamo^S'perfidy  had  taught  him  to 
be  cautious  of  reposing  fiuth  in  friendly  professions, 
could  not  avoid  testifying  his  gratitude  to  the 
youqg  Templar,  who  seemed  so  anxious  fiir  his 
safety  and  accommodation. 

^'  You  may  spare  your  gratitude  any  great  sense 
ci  obligation,  my  lord,^  said  the  Templar.  ^^  No 
doubt  I  am  willing  to  be  of  use  to  any  gentleman 
that  has  cause  to  sing  Fortune  'mjfjhe^  and  par- 
ticularly proud  to  serve  your  lordship'^s  turn ;  but 
I  have  also  an  old  grudge,  to  speak  heavenV 
truth,  at  your  opposite.  Lord  Dalgarno.*^ 

^'  May  I  ask  upon  what  account.  Master  Lowes- 
UsSi^T  said  Lord  Glenvarloch- 

'*  O,  my  lord,"^  replied  the  Templar,  **  it  was  for 
a  hap  that  chanced  after  you  left  the  ordinary,  one 
evening  about  three  weeks  since^^t  least  I  think 
you  were  not  by,  as  your  lordship  always  left  us 
before  deep  play  began — I  mean  no  ofience,  but 
such  was  your  lordship^s  custom-^when  there  were 
words  between  Lord  Dalgamo  and  me  concerning 

VOL.  II.  u 
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a  certain  game  at  g^eek,  and  a  certain  mounimd 
of  aoes  held  by  hia  lordship,  which  went  for  eight 
—-Tib,  whidi  went  finr  fifteen — twenty-tfaioe  in  alL 
Now  I  hdd  king  and  queen,  being  three  a  nat&> 
ral  Towser,  making  fifteen— and  Tid^,  ninelcwi 
We  Tied  the  ruff,  and  veTied,  aa  your  krdahip  waj 
mppose,  till  the  stake  was  equal  to  half  my  yearij 
exhibition,  fifty  as  fair  ydlow  canary  birds  aa 
e^tr  dnrped  in  the  bottom  of  a  green  ai&  pvuae. 
Well,  my  lord,  I  gained  the  cards,  and  lo  you!  H 
pleases  his  lordship  to  say ,  that  we  played  witlioaft 
Tiddy;  and  as  the  rest  stood  by  and  backed  him, 
and  espedally  the  sharking  Frenchman,  why  I 
was  obliged  to  lose  more  than  I  shall  gain  idl  the 
season. — So  judge  if  I  have  not  a  crow  to  pludi 
with  his  lordship.  Was  it  erer  heard  there  was  a 
game  at  gleek  at  Ae  ordinary  before,  without 
countingTiddy  P — marry quep  upmi  his  kvdship ! 
-^every  man  who  comes  there  widi  his  purse  in  hia 
hand  is  as  fiee  to  make  new  laws  as  he  I  hope, 
flinee  toudi  pot  toudi  penny  makes  every  man 
equal."" 

As  Master  Lowestoffe  ran  over  this  jargon  of 
the  gaming-table,  Lord  Glenrarloch  was  both 
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asbamed  and  mortified,  and  felt  a  atrrere  pang  of 
aristocratic  pride,  when  he  oonduded  in  the  sweep- 
ing clause,  that  the  dice,  like  the  grave,  lei^Hed 
those  distinguishing  points  of  society,  to  which  Ni- 
gefs  early  prejudices  dung  perhaps  but  too  fendly . 
It  was  impossible,  however,  to  object  any  thing  to 
ihe  learned  reasoning  of  the  young  Templar,  and 
therefore  Nigel  was  contented  to  turn  the  conver- 
sation,  by  making  some  inquiries  respecting  the 
present  state  of  Whitefiiars.  There  also  his  host 
was  at  home. 

<<  You  know,  my  lord,"  said  Master  Lowestoffi?, 
^^  that  we  Templars  are  a  power  and  a  dominion 
within  ourselves,  and  I  am  pnmd  to  say  that  I 
hold  some  rimk  in  our  republic — was  treasurer  to 
the  Lord  of  Misrule  last  year,  and  am  at  this  pre- 
sent moment  in  nomination  for  that  dignity  my- 
setf.  In  sudi  drcomstances,  we  are  undiT  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  an  amicable  intercourse  with 
our  neighbours  of  Alsatia,  even  as  the  Christian 
States  find  themselves  often,  in  mere  policy,  obli- 
ged to  make  alliance  with  the  Grand  Turk,  or  the 
Barbary  States."* 

**  I  should  have  imagined  you  gentlemen  of  the 
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Temj^e  more  independant  of  your  ncighbourB,^ 
said  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

^  You  do  U8  Bomedmig  too  much  honour,  my 
lord,^  said  the  Templar ;  ^  the  Alsatians  md  we 
have  some  common  enemies,  and  we  hare,  under 
the  rose,  some  common  friends.  We  are  in  the 
use  of  blocking  all  bailifi  out  of  our  bounds,  and 
we  are  poweifiilly  aided  by  our  neighbours,  who 
tolerate  not  a  rag  bdonging  to  them  within  theirs. 
Moreover  the  Alsatians  have— I  beg  you  to  un^ 
derstand  me — the  power  of  protecting  or  distress- 
ing our  firiends,  male  or  female,  who  may  be  obIi« 
ged  to  seek  sanctuary  within  their  bounds.  In 
short,  the  two  ctmununities  serve  each  other, 
though  the  le^pie  is  betweoi  states  of  unequal 
quality,  and  I  may  myself  say,  that  I  have  treat* 
ed  of  sundry  weighty  affiurs,  and  havte  been  a  ne- 
godator  well  approved  on  both  sides.— But  hark— 
hark— what  is  that  ?"* 

The  sound  by  whidi  Master  Lowestofie  was  in- 
terrupted, was  that  of  a  distant  horn,  winded  loud 
and  keenly,  and  followed  by  a  fiunt  and  remote 
husza. 

^^  There  in  something  doing,*^  said  Lowcstoffe, 
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'Mn  the  WhitefUns  tl  this  momait  That  is  the 

ngnal  when  their  priTil^ges  are  invaded  by  tipslair 

or  bailiff;  and  at  the  Uast  of  the  horn  they  all 

swarm  out  to  the  rescue,  as  bees  when  their  hive  is 

distuibed.— ^nmpy  Jim,^  he  continaed,  calling  but 

to  the  attendant,  ^^  and  see  what  they  are  doing 

m  Alsatia.— That  bastard  of  a  boy ,^  he  eotttaniedy 

as  the  lad,  aocustomed  to  the  precipitate  haste  of 

Us  master,  tumbled  rather  than  ran  out  of  the 

qMUtment,  and  so  down  stairs,  ^  is  worth  gold  in 

tins  qoarter-^he  serves  ox  msisters^-ifour  of  them 

in  distinct  Numbers,  and  you  would  think  him 

present  like  a  fury  at  the  mere  wish  of  him  that 

ibr  the  time  most  needs  his  attendance.  No  scout 

in  Oxford,  no  gip  in  Cambridge,  ever  matched 

him  in  speed  and  intelligence.     He  knows  the 

step  of  a  dun  fWmi  that  of  a  client,  when  it  reaches 

the  very  bottom  of  the  staircase ;  can  tell  the  trip 

of  a  pretty  wench  firom  the  step  of  a  bencher,  when 

at  the  upper  end  of  the  court;  and  is,  take  him 

aU  in  all-*But  I  see  your  lordship  is  anxiou8^-< 

May  I  press  another  cup  of  my  kind  grandmo^ 

therms  cordial,  or  will  you  allow  me  to  shew  you 

my  wardrobe,  and  act  9fi  your  valet  or  groom  of 

the  chamber  ?^ 
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Lord  Glenvarioch  hesitated  not  to  acknowkd^ 
ihat  he  was  painfully  sensiUe  of  his  present  situ^ 
aftiony  and  anxious  to  do  what  must  needs  be  dime 
fiir  his  extrication. 

The  goodpnatuied  and  thoughtless  youi^  Tem- 
plar readily  aoqpuesoed,  and  led  the  way  into  his 
little  bed-toom,  where  from  baadJxxxes^  portman- 
leaus,  mailptrunks,  not  forgetting  an  old  wahmt- 
trte  wardrobe^  he  began  to  select  the  articles  which 
he  thought  most  suited  eflfectually  to  disguise  Us 
guest  in  venturing  into  the  lawless  and  tuxbuknt 
society  of  Alsatia. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

CooM  listhcr»  yomig  oii&-«M«xk  me  I  Thou  art  now 
'Mongst  men  o^  the  ■woid,  that  Hve  by  reputatlen 
Move  thaa  by  eonetaDt  iiio(Mna-«Siiigle  fitted 
They  are,  I  grant  you ;  yet  each  nngle  aiiit 
MafaitaiiM,  0B  the  rough  gueti,  a  thoiuand  fillloirf 
And  they  be  men,  who,  hasarding  their  all, 
Needftil  apparel,  neceanry  faioome. 
And  hmnaa  body,  and  immortal  aonl. 
Do  in  the  Ycxy  deed  bat  haaard  nothing— 
So  itriedy  is  that  all  bound  in  reversion  { 
Clothet  to  the  broker,  income  to  the  nsuier— 
And  body  to  disease,  and  soul  to  the  foul  fiend ; 
¥rbo  laagjbs  to  see  Soldadoes  and  Pooladoest 
Flay  better  than  himself  his  game  on  earth. 

17ie  Makoeks, 

'<  YovR  lordship,^  said  Reginald  Lowestoflb, 
^  must  be  content  to  exchange  yotur  decent  and 
court-beseeming  tapier,  which  I  will  retain  in  safe 
keeping,  for  this  broad-sword,  with  an  hundred 
weight  of  rusty  iron  about  the  hilt,  and  to  wear 
these  huge-pancd  slops,  instead  of  your  civil  and 
moderate  hose.  We  allow  no  cloak,  ibr  your  nif« 
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fian  always  walks  in  cuerpo ;  and  the  tarnished 
doublet  of  bald  velvet,  with  its  discoloured  em« 
broidery,  and — I  grieve  to  speak  it — a  few  stuns 
from  the  blood  of  the  grape,  will  best  suit  the 
garb  of  a  roaring  boy.  I  will  leave  you  to  change 
your  suit  for  an  instant,  till  I  can  help  to  truss 
you."* 

Lowestoffe  retired,  while  slowly,  and  with  he- 
ritation,  Nigel  obeyed  his  instructions.    He  felt 
displeasure  and  disgust  at  the  scoundrelly  dift. 
guise  which  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  assu- 
ming ;  but  when  he  considered  the  bloody  con- 
sequences which  law  attached  to  his  rash  act  of 
violence,  the  easy  and  indifferent  temper  of 
James,  the  prejudices  of  his  son,  the  overbearing 
influence  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  sure  to  be 
thrown  into  the  scale  against  him ;  and,  above 
alU  when  he  reflected  that  he  must  now  look 
upon  the  active,  assiduous,  and  insinuating  Lord 
Dalgamo,  as  a  bitter  enemy,  reason  told  him  he 
was  in  a  situation  of  peril  which  authorized  all 
honest  means,  even  the  most  unseemly  in  out- 
ward appearance,  to  extricate  himself  from  so 
dangerous  a  predicament 
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While  he  was  changing  his  dress,  and  musing 
on  these  pardculars,  his  friendly  host  re-entered 
the  sleeping  apartment.  **  Zounds  P  he  said, 
^<  my  lord,  it  was  well  you  went  not  straight  into 
that  same  Alsatia  of  ours  at  the  time  you  propo* 
sed,  for  the  hawks  have  stooped  upon  it  Here 
is  Jim  come  back  with  tidings,  that  he  saw  a  pur- 
suivant there  with  a  privy-council  warrant,  and 
half  a  score  of  yeomen  assistants,  armed  to  the 
teeth,  and  the  horn  which  we  heard  was  sounded 
to  call  out  the  posse  of  the  friars.  Indeed,  when 
old  Duke  Hildebrod  saw  that  the  quest  was  after 
some  one  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  he  permit^ 
ted,  out  of  courtesy,  the  man-catcher  to  search 
through  bis  d€Mninions,  quite  certain  that  tliey 
would  take  little  by  their  motions,  for  Duke  Hil* 
debrod  is  a  most  judicious  potentate.— Go  backj^ 
you  bastard,  and  bring  us  word  when  all  is  quict^ 

**  And  who. may  Duke  Hildebrod  heT*  said 
Lord  Gienvarloch* 

**  Nouns !  my  lord,^  siud  the  Templar,  **  have 
you  lived  so  long  on  the  town,  and  never  heard 
of  the  valiant,  and  as  wise  and  politic  as  valiant, 
Duke  Hildebrod,  grand  protector  of  the  liberties 
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of  Alaatia  ?  I  though  the  bmoi  bad  never  wUrl 
ed  a  die  but  wa&  familiar  with  his  faine.^ 

*^  Yet  I  have  never  heard  of  him,  Master 
Lowestoffe,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  ^*  or,  what 
is  the  same  thing,  I  have  paid  no  attention  to 
auglit  that  may  have  passed  in  conversation  te« 
specdng  him^ 

<<  Why,  then,"*  said  Lowestoffe— <<  but,  first» 
let  me  have  the  honour  of  trussing  you.  Now^ 
observe,  I  have  left  several  of  the  points  untied, 
of  set  purpose ;  and  if  it  please  you  to  leta  small 
portion  of  your  shirt  be  seen  betwixt  your  doub- 
let and  the  band  of  your  upper  stock,  it  will 
have  so  much  the  more  rakish  effect,  and  wiU  at- 
tract you  respect  in  Alsatia,  where  linen  is  some- 
thii^  scarce.  Now,  I  tie  some  of  the  prants 
carefully  asquint,  for  your  ruffianly  gallant  never 
appears  too  acciurately  trussed    so        ^ 


*^  Arrange  it  as  you  will,  sir,^  said  Nigel ; 
^*  but  let  me  hear  at  least  soiQething  of  the  con* 
ditions  of  the  unhappy  district  into  which,  with 
other  wretches,  I  am  compelled  to  retreat^ 

"  Why,  my  lord,''  replied  the  Templar, "  our 
neighbouring  state  of  Alsatia,  which  the  law  calls 
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the  sanctuary  of  Wlutefrian,  has  bad  its  muta^ 
tions  and  revoludons  like  greater  kingdoms,  and 
beiiig  in  some  sort  a  lawless  arbitrary  govern- 
menty  it  fidloiws,  of  course,  that  these  have  been 
more  frequent  than  our  own  better  regulated 
oommoDwealth  of  the  Temidars,  that  of  Gray  V 
Inn,  and  other  similar  associations,  have  had  the 
fortune  to  witness.  Our  traditions  and  records 
speak  of  twenty  revoliiUons  witliin  the  last  twelve 
yearsy  in  which  the  aforesaid  state  has  repeatedly 
changed  from  absolute  despotism  to  republican- 
ism,  not  forgetting  the  intermediate  stages  of 
oligarchy,  limited  monarchy,  and  even  gynocra* 
cy ;  for  I  mysdf  remember  Alsatia  governed  for 
nearly  nine  months  by  an  old  fishwoman ;  then  it 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  a  brdcen  attivney, 
who  was  dethroned  by  a  reformado  captain, 
who  proving  tyrannical,  was  deposed  by  a  hedge 
parson,  who  was  succeeded,  upon  resignaUon  of 
his  power,  by  Duke  Jacob  Hildebrod,  of  that 
name  the  first,  whom  Heaven  long  preserve.^ 

**  And  is  this  potentate's  government,^  said 
Lord  Glenvarlodi,  forcing  himself  to  take  some 


124  TmE  FORTirifKS  OF  KfCEL. 

interest  in  the  ooovenation,  <<  of  a  despotic  dm^ 
racter?* 

^  Pardon  me,  my  lord,^  said  the  Templar; 
**  this  s«d  Boyereign  is  too  wise  to  incur,  like 
many  cf  his  predecessors,  the  odium  of  wielding 
so  important  an  autbori^  by  his  own  sole  will. 
He  has  estaUished  a  council  of  state,  who  regu- 
larly meet  for  thdr  moniing*»  draught  at  seven 
b*clock,  convene  a  second  dme  at  eleven  for 
their  anU-meridiemf  or  whet,  and  assembling  in 
solemn  conclave  at  the  hour  of  two  afternoon, 
for  die  purpose  of  consulting  for  the  good  of  the 
commonwealth,  are  so  prodigal  of  their  labour 
in  the  service  of  the  state,  that  they  seldom  se- 
parate before  midnight.  Into  this  worthy  senate, 
composed  partly  of  Duke  Hildebrod^s  predeces- 
sors in  his  high  office,  whom  he  has  associated 
with  him  to  prevent  the  envy  attending  sovereign 
and  sole  authority,  I  roust  presently  introduce 
your  lordship,  that  they  may  admit  you  to  the 
immunities  of  the  Friars,  and  assign  you  a  place 
of  residence.^ 

•*  Does  their  authority  extend  to  such  regula- 
tion ?^  said  Lord  Glenvarioch. 
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«<  The  ooundl  account  it  amain  pmnt  of  their 
privilegeaymyloidj^'answeYedLowestDffe;  '^and, 
in  fiKty  it  is  one  of  the  moet  powerful  means  by 
whidi  they  snpport  their  anthoritj.  For^  when 
Duke  Hildebfod  and  his  senate  find  a  toppmg 
householder  in  the  Friars  becomes  discontented 
and  factious,  it  is  but  assigning  him  for  a  lodger 
some  fat  bankrupt,  or  new  residenter,  whose  dr* 
cumstances  require  refuge,  and  whose  piirse  can 
pay  for  it,  and  the  malcontents  becomes  as  tract- 
able  as alamb.  As  for  the  poorer  refugees,  they 
let  them  shift  as  they  can ;.  but  the  r^istratton 
of  their  names  in  the  Duke^s  entry-book,  and  the 
paym^t  of  garmsh  conforming  to  their  circum- 
staooes,  is  never  dispensed  with ;  and  the  Friars 
would  be  a  very  unsafe  reridence  for  the  stranger 
who  should  dispute  these  points  of  jurisdiction.^ 

<<  Well,  Master  Lowestoffe,''  said  Lord  Glen- 
Tarlodi,  *^  I  must  be  controlled  by  the  drcum- 
stances  which  dictate  to  me  this  state  of  conceal- 
ment; of  course,  I  am  desirous  not  to  betray  my 
name  and  rank.^ 

It  will  be  highly  advisable,  my  lord,^  said 


« 
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Lowestoffe ;  '^  and  is  a  case  thus  provided  for  in 
the  statutes  of  the  republic,  or  monarchy,  or 
vbataoerer  you  call  it— He  who  doires  that  no 
questions  shall  be  asked  at  him  oonoeming  bis 
name,  cause  df  refuge,  and  the  like,  may  escape 
the  usual  interrogations  upon  payment  of  double 
the  garnish  otherwise  belonging  to  his  condition. 
Complytng  with  this  essential  stipulation,  your 
lordship  may  register  yourself  as  King  of  Ban* 
tam^  if  you  will,  for  not  a  question  will  be  asked 
at  you.— But  here  comes  our  scout,  with  news  of 
peace  and  tranquillity.  Now  I  will  go  with  your 
lordship  myself,  and  present  you  to  the  council 
of  Alsatia,  with  all  the  influence  which  Lhare 
over  them  as  an  office-bearer  in  the  Temple, 
which  is  not  slight ;  for  they  have  come  halting 
off  upon  all  occasions  when  we  have  taken  part 
against  them,  and  that  they  well  know.  The 
time  is  propitious,  for  as  the  council  is  now  met 
in  Alsatia,  so  the  Temple  walks  are  quiet.  Now, 
my  lord,  throw  your  cloak  about  you,  to  hide 
your  present  exterior.  You  shall  give  it  to  the 
boy  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  that  go  down  to  the 
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'^g  (rfdiildren,  thBBcidduigirftbdrino* 
^  <  inisi?rablc  exiiibiboa  of  ngged  Bnens 
%  I  the  windows  to  dry,  tgoke  the  waoU 
^  -ics  of  the  wretched  iohalnt«nta ;  wbik 
^  of  compliunt  were  modted  and  orer- 
the  riotous  siuMits,  oaths,  profane 
^  oisterous  laughter,  lliat  iiBOed  firon 
^k  sand  taverns, whidi>aBtheugBBia> 
'  equal  in  number  to  all  the  other 
I,  that  the  Tull  character  of  the  place 
dent,  several  &ded,  tinselled,  and 
a  looked  iMildlyMthe  strangersfKMn 
ices,  or  more  tnodeatl;  leeiDed  bu- 
tacked  flower-pots,  filled  with  mig- 
oseoiar)-,  whidi  weste  disposed  in 
idows,  to  the  great  risk  of  the  paa- 

fa  Venvsy""  said  the  Tem|dar,  pcnot- 
•ise  nymphs,  vho  seemed  afraid  of 
1  partly  concealed  herself  b^od 
she  chirped  to  amiaerable  blaclt. 
of  a  wicker  prisiHi,  which  hung 
lack  brick  wall.    "  I  know  the 
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own  fdly  has  filled  for  me.    Pard<»i  me,  that  at 
the  first  taste  I  feel  its  bitterness.^ 

Reginald  Lowestoffe  was  bustlingly  officaou|i 
and  good-natured,  but,  used  to  live  a  scrambliog 
rakish  course  of  life  himself,  be  had  not  the 
least  idea  <tf  the  extent  of  Lord  Glenvarloeh^s 
mental  sufierings,  and  thought  of  his  temporary 
concealment  as  if  it  were  merely  the  trick  of  a 
wanton  boy,  who  plays  at  hide-and-seek  with  his 
tutor.  With  the  appearance  of  the  place,  too,  he 
was  familiar,  but  on  his  companion  it  produced 
a  deep  sensation. 

.  The  ancient  Sanctuary  at  Whitefriars  lay  coo- 
siderably  lower  than  the  elevated  terraoes  and 
gardens  of  the  Temple,  and  was  therefore  gene- 
rally  involved  in  the  damps  and  fogs  arising  from 
the  Thames.  The  brick  buildings  by  which  it 
was  occupied,  crowded  closely  on  each  other, 
for,  in  a  place  so  rarely  privileged,  every  foot  of 
ground  was  valuable ;  but,  erected  in  many  cases 
by  persons  whose  funds  were  inadequate  to  their 
speculations,  the  houses  were  generally  insuffi^ 
cient,  and  exhibited  the  lamentable  ngns  of  ha* 

ving  become  ruinous,  while  they  were  yet  new. 

1 


THB  FORTUMBS  OF  VIGBL.  129 


Tbe  vrailittgafdiikbreii»  the  aeoldiugirf  their  mo* 
dien,  the  miserable  eshibition  of  w$ggsd  linent 
bung  fifom  the  windows  to  dry,  spoke  the  wants 
and  distiesBes  of  die  wretched  inhabitants ;  while 
the  ssunds  of  complaint  were  modied  and  orer- 
whefaned  in  the  riotous  shouts,  oaths,  profane 
m^s,  and  bosterous  laughter,  that  issued  finom 
the  ale-houses  and  taverns,  which,  as  the  dgnsin* 
dicated^  were  equal  in  numbor  to  all  the  other 
houses.  Andy  that  the  full  character  of  the  place 
might  be  evident,  several.  £sded,  unselled,  and 
painted  females  looked  bokSy at  the  strangeraf rom 
their  open  lattices,  or  more  modestly  seemed  bu- 
sied with  the  cracked  flower-pots,  filled  with  mig« 
iiioo.tt««nd  lOMoaiy,  which  were  di.po.ed  ia 
fioot  of  the  windows,  to  the  great  risk  of  the  pas^ 


**iSin»i-f)0tiucft>  FentAf,^sud  the  Templar,  point* 
iag  to  one  of  these  njrmphs,  who  seemed  afraid  of 
observation,  and  partly  concealed  herself  bdind 
the  casement,  as  she  chirped  to  a  miserable  black- 
bird, the  tenant  of  a  wicker  prison,  which  hung 
outade  on  the  black  brick  wall.    ^*  I  know  the 

VOL.  II.  I 
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jEiee  of  yonder  waistooaleery"*  oomiiiifted  the  guide; 
^  and  I  could  wager  a  voBe-noUc^  finmi  the  pot* 
tare  she  stands  in,  that  she  has  dean  litad-geari 
and  a  soikd  mght-raiL  Bat  here  odbm  two  of  the 
Hiale  lohabitMits,  smeeking  Hkc  movifag  ^eloa* 
BoesI  These  are  roaring  UadcsyiriianiNieoda  and 
Trinidad^  ser^e,  I  dare  swear,  m  fieu  of  heef 
and  puddiag;  for,  be  it  known  toyoui  mj  lord, 
that  the  Eing^i  Coontiiublast againstthe  Inchan 
weed  will  na  more  pass  current  in  Alsatia^  than 
will  his  writ  el  capias."^ 

As  he  spoke,  the  two  smokers  approached; 
sfai^y  nnootubed  rttfflan%  whose  enormous  mua* 
tachoes  were  tiuned  badi  emst  their  eatay  and 

of  which  was  se^  ander  the  ottl  besvers  wUdI 
they  wore  aade  upon  their  heads,  while  same 
straggling  portion  escaped  through  the  rents  of 
the  hats  afereasid.  ^HieirtaniishedphiflkjcridnB^ 
]tf ge  sl(^psi  or  tfunk-breecbes,  their  bioad  gseaajr 
i^ouId^4)ehS)  and  disootoured  scarfb^  and,  dbofu 
aU*,  the  osteotatioas  maases  in  which  die  one 
wore  a  broadsword,  and  the  other  an  exin^SM 
gantly  long  rapier  and^poniaid,  marked*  thetvue 
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Alsatian  bully,  then,-  ^nd  ibr  a  hiindti^'yc^  . 
afterwards;  awelLknown  character. 

<<  Tour  out,^  said  the  one  rufltate  to  the  other ; 
«*  tout  theUen  mort  twiring  at  the  getitry  csove  r* 

<<  I  smell  a  spy,**  replied  the  other,  looking  iHt 
Nigel ;  <<  chalk  hkn  across  the  peep&rs  with  your 
ehecry.'^f 

^  Bing  Avast,  bing  dvast  f*  r^VSSi  h%  cdm^ 
men ;  **  yon  other  is  ratt&ig  fteginilM  LoVeMbflS '- 
of  the  Temple— I  know  him$  fae  is  a  goOcf  boy^  . 
and  free  of  the  province.!^ 

So  saying,  and  c^velbp&g  themseltes  in  anb^ 
ther  thick  cloud  of  smoke,  they  went  on  withooi.. 
£Eurther  greedog* 

**  CfasM  in  aere  r — said  thti  Tem^lr ;  «  you"^ 
hear  what  a  character  the  impudent  knaves  g^ve 
me — ^but  so  it  serves  yda^  lordahi{)^s  turn  I  care- 
not.  And  now,  let  me  ask  your  IdtAsfAp  What- 
name  you  will  assume,  fbr  wie  are  near  the  diusal'' 
palace  of  Duke  Hildebrod.^ 


•  Look  sharp.  See  how  the  girl  is  coquetting  with  the 
iftrange  galknta. 
t  Slssh  him  otar  ths  syts  Widi  jmae  dsgg^. 
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«« I  'Will  be  called  Grahame,''  said  Nigel ;  <<  it 
was  my  mother^s  name.^ 

^^-Grime,^  rqpeated  the  Templar,  *^  will  suit 
Alsatia  well  enough ;  both  a  grim  and  grimy  jdaoe 
of  refuge.^ 

'^  I  said  Grahame,  sir,  not  Grime,^  said  Nigel, 
something  shortly,  and  laying  an  emphasis  on  the 
vowel ;  for  few  Scotsmen  understand  raillery  up- 
on the  subject  of  their  names. 

^'  I  b^  pardon,  my  lord,^  answered  the  un- 
disconcerted  punster ;  *^  but  Graam  will  suit  the 
circumstance  too— it  ngnifies  tribulation  in  the 
High  Dutch^  and  your  lordship  must  be  conai* 
dered  as  a  man  under  trouble.^ 

Nigel  laughed  at  the  pertinacity  of  the  Tern* 
plar,  who,  proceeding  to  point  out  a  sign  repre- 
sentit^,  or  believed  to  represent,  a  dog  attacking 
a  bull,  and  running  at  his  head,  in  the  true  scien- 
tific  style  of  onset, — ^<  There,"^  SMd  he,  **  doth 
faithful  Duke  Hildebrod  deal  forth  laws,  as  well 
as  ale  and  strong  waters,  to  his  faithful  Alsatians. 
Being  a  determined  champion  of  Paris  Garden, 
he  has  chosen  a  sign  correspoiidiBg  to  his  habits  ; 
and  he  deals  in  giving  drink  to  the  thirsty^  that 
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he  himself  may  drink  Without  paying,  and  receiTe 
pay  for  what  is  drunken  by  others. — ^Let  us  enter 
the  ever  open  gate  of  this  second  Axylus.^ 

As  they  spoke,  they  entered  the  dilapidated 
tavern,  which  was,  nevertheless,  more  ample  in 
dimensions,  and  less  ruinous,  than  many  houses 
in  the  same  evil  neighbourhood:  Tito  or  three 
hagard,  ragged,  drawers  ran  to  and  fro,  whose 
looks,  like  those  of  owls,  seemed  only  adapted  for 
midnight,  when  other  creatures  sleep,  and  who  by 
day  seemed  bleared,  stupid,  and  only  half  awake. 
Guided  by  one  of  these  blinking  Ganymedet 
they  entered  a  room,  where  the  feeble  rays  of 
the  sun  were  almost  wholly  eclipsed  by  volumes 
of  tobacco-smoke,  rolled  from  the  tubes  of  the 
company,  while  out  of  the  cloudy  sanctuary  arose 
the  M  chaunt  of— 


"  Okl  Sir  Simon  the  King, 
And  old  Sir  Simon  the  King, 
With  his  malmsey  nose* 
And  his  ale-dropped  hose^ 
And  sing  hey  diDg-a-ding-ding." 

Duke  Hildebrod,  who  himself  condescended  ti^. 


11^  T^  rpAXF9»  or  )¥IGS^ 

8](iPUi9ly  £ft  old  ^la^9  iKfi^  ^ 
.which  htm  e^videnpe  tp  the  £i:equezipj,  ^treogtbf 
-apii'diepth  of  bis  potations.  Qe  wi^re  «  murrey-oo. 
Ip^ied  plusb  jerkiOf  st^f^  with  ttie  overflowiiigs 
of  the  taokard}  an^^uph  tj|^  ivof^  for  wf^ir^  wd 
upbu^toDe4  nt  bottom  fopr  the  ease  of  his  ^Pior- 
iQPua  paundij.  Beh^  him  lay  a  favourite  buUU 
difig^  whose  roui|d  h^d  and  single  btaisk  glAOciog 
ej%  #8  wall  as  thacret^qre'sgieat  epppprieopes  gpive 
it  (I  bude8q^e  ^^fembl.qnce  to  its  Biast^. 

fhf^  iireli-bal«Y^  opups^Uora.wbo  surroRUided 
^  4m^  ^>v^¥e>  ipc9iv»ed  i%  with  tobi^aeo^  pled- 
gl4  its  ppciipi^  ia  db^alc  dpmi^j  a)e,  iM9d  ^Aoed 
h%(ff.  bis  dipfBl  $oDg%  were  Satraps  worlby  of 
8i)^«9ol4i^  The byf j^kin> Ixroad belfi» and 
long  sword  of  one,  shewed  hiqt  to  be.  a  Low 
Country  soldier,  whose  look  of  scowling  import- 
ance, and  drunken  iippud^nee,  were  designed  to 
sustain  his  title  to  call  himself  a  Boving  Blade. 
It  seemed  to  Nigel  that  he  had  seen  this  fellow 
some  where  or  other.  Ahedge-par8on»CM*buckIe. 
bq;gar,  as  that  order  of  priesthood  has  been  irre- 
v^^entlb^l^pil^  8i(eoo.tb«iPttke:iikA>aiid  w»s 


/;  TRB  Fosnniss  or  iifosb  I8I 

j^  ^mAf^MaagiaUbBA  by fairtofa  batid|»fliypod4Mfc 

-2r>  <md  fee  icBMManto  of  anility  tiMandfi    BendeAe 

3j^    imwii  ■>taiPogtiwietAed«iifiaigBoloQldii^g 

3  g    old  man,  with  « thread-bare  hood  of  ooarae  koiy 

•apan  hb  liead^  and  buttdood  about  his  neck^ 

wUIe  ins  |ai.hui  liMlwsa,  Iflie  tlioie  of  old  Da* 

iiiel)  wtBM  iUsBUHited  bgr 


r.:- 


:> 


^  •-, 


i»««» 


4ft  ajB^ 


ttnMj|l4ie  liaftliQk4)f  ddiM  H^  cliwfagitt}  i^ 


Us  aia  nn  VBt  piaaea  a  THnKflftflBioiiiBj^^  wipfl^ 
ftr  Bone  iDaLpaactioeay  had  bce&alniak  final  tha 
foU  of  piactiiiDoerBy  and  lAo  had  aaAaoc  left  of 
hiaiirofiBaaoBeKMptiagitangiwji^  Qneortwa 
ptfraoiia  of  leaa  flguve^  wKxooffA  vhon  tiieo&  waa 
onefaoe,  wUch,  fike  tl^itdrthe  aoldki^aeaiiiediiiot 
untoKmataNigdy  thongh  ht  aould  ool  leoottaot 
wheiefae  hadaeoD  it^eoaq^itedlliaooiiiMDLboaKid 
ef  Jaeob  Duka  Hildebni 

The  strangers  had  fiill  time  to  obameall  Ikia  { 
fiir  Us  grace  the  Duke^  irtiether  ii  mifliiMy  oass^ 
lied  en  by  the  fiiU  tide  of  haflBMmy^  or  whether 
to  lapvess  the  stiiHi^gers  with  a  proper  idea  of  hit 
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amBequenoCy  cbote  to  ni^  hia  dittj  to  an  end  be*, 
fore  addiesang  them,  though,  during  the  whole 
tOM,  he  ckxidy  scrutinised  them  with  his  angle 
optic. 

When  Duke  Hildebrod  had  ended  his  song,  he 
informed  his  Peers  that  a  worthy  oiBoer  ci  the 
Temple  attended  them,  and  ewmnandfd  the  cap* 
tain  and  parson  to  abandon  thdr  easy  chairs  in 
behalf  of  the  two  strangers,  whom  he  placed  on 
his  right  and  left  hand*  The  worthy  representa- 
tives of  the  army  and  the  church  of  Alsatia,  went 
lo  plaoe  themsdves  <m  a  craxy  form  at  the  bottom 
of  the  taUe^  wUch,  ill  calailated  to  sustain  meil 
of  auch  weight,  gave  way  under  them,  and  the 
man  of  the  sword  and  man  of  the  gown  were 
ndled  over  each  other  on  the  Boor,  amidst  the 
exulting  shouts  of  die  company.    They  arose  in 
wiath,  contending  whidi  should  vent  hbdiqplea* 
tore  in  the  loudest  and  deepest  oaths,  a  strife  in 
which  the  parson^s  superior  acquaintance  with 
theology  enabled  him  greatly  to  exoel  the  cap- 
tain,  and  were  at  length  with  difficulty  tranquiU 
liieed  by  the  arrival  of  the  alarmed  waiters  with 
ntem  MaUe  chairs,  and  by  a  long  draught  of  the 
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eooliDg  tankard.  When  this  commotion  was  ap- 
peased, and  the  stradgers  courteously  accommo^ 
dated  with  flagons,  after  the  fashion  of  the  othen 
present,  the  Duke  drank  prosperity  to  the  Tem- 
ple in  the  most  gradous  manner,  together  with  a 
cup  of  welcome  to  Masto*  Reginald  LowestofFe ; 
and  this  courtesy  having  been  thankfully  accept- 
ed, the  party  honoured  prayed  permission  to  call 
for  a  gallon  of  Rhenish,  over  which  he  proposed 
to  open  his  business. ' 

The  mention  of  a  liquor  so  superior  to  their 
usual  potations  had  an  instant  and  most  favourable 
effect  upon  the  little  senate ;  and  its  immediate 
appearance  might  be  said  to  secure  a  favourable 
reception  of  Master  Lowestoffe^s  proposition, 
which,  after  a  round  or  two  had  circulated,  he 
explained  to  be  the  admisdon  of  his  friend  Mas- 
ter Nigel  Grahame  to  the  benefit  of  the  sanctuary 
and  other  immunities  of  Alsatia,  in  the  character 
of  a  grand  compounder ;  for  so  were  those  termed 
who  paid  a  double  fee  at  their  matriculation,  in 
order  to  avoid  laying  before  the  senate  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  which  compelled  them  to  take 
refuge  there. 
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The  iforthy  Duke  heard  the  pn^x)ttUoii  with 
glee,  ivhich  glittered  in  hb  mgle  eye ;  and  no 
WDader,  bs  it  wiu  a  rate  occwrence,  and  of  pe« 
culiar  advantage  to  his  private  revenue.  Aooord^ 
ingly^  he  commanded  hia  ducal  legisler  to  be 
hrouf^  him,  m  huge  book  secured  with  bnaa 
daqia  Uke  «  mevduuiCB  ledger,  and  whoae  leaves^ 
stained  inA  wine  and  sldibered  with  tobacco 
juioa,  bore  the  names  probably  of  aamany  roguea 
as  are  to  be  found  in  the  Calendar  of  Newgate. 

Nigd  was  then  diiected  to  lay  down  two  no. 
Ues  as  his  ransom,  and  to  claim  priviliq^e  by  re« 
eidng  the  following  doggiel  verses,  whicah  were 
dictated  to  him  by  the  Duke:-^ 


**  Year  lupplisnty  hy 
Nigel  Ginhsmey 
Infesr  ofmishsp 
From  a  shouUbr-tap ; 
And  dreading  a  claw 
From  Ihe  talons  of  law* 

That  ar«  sharper  than  brisn  ; 
His  fi^eedom  to  tue« 
And  rescue  by  you— 
Through  weapon  and  wity 
From  wanant  and  writ. 
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From  tipetafTs  wane 
Is  eom6  hither  to 


A^  Sluk^  Hil4eb|»d  with  a  tremulous  hand  be-, 
gpvn  to  ma]c€  the  entry,  and  had  already,  with  su-i 
perluoufl  generosity,  spelled  Nigel  with  two  g^i^ 
inalffiil  <^oiie,he  w^a  iot^nnqpted  b j  tbemrsoa.* 
Thin  rav^vead  gentleman  had  been  whispering 

"tpf  4  nuptit^  Of  two,  not  with  the  eaptaip,  bu( 
with  that  gtkfi^  iq^ividu^s  wi^o  dwelt  impesfectljj 
aaTebnyiQ  aliwady  n^eptionedj  in  Nigel'^s  memoiy, 

-  w4  b^ingf  p?cl^yp%  atiU  sqnething  malcontent 
on  fwmuDt  of  t|i^  late  fuxid^nt,  he  low  requested 
4o  be  h  w^  brf<Nre  the  registration  took  place. 

*^  The  persw,^  he  snid,  *<  who  iiath  ^ow  had 
the  as^unmse  to  pnqpo^  lumself  aa  a,  candidate 


<      ^  ■! 


^  This  carious  register  is  still  in  existence,  bdng  in 
possession  of  that  eminent  antiquary  Dr  Dryaidust^  who 
liberally  oflbred  the  author  pemission  to  hare  the  anti^ 
gniph  of  Duke  Hildebrod  eugrared  as  an  illustration  of  this 
passsge.  Unhappily^  being  rigorous  as  Ritson  himielf  in 
adherug  to  the  very  letter  of  his  oopy^  the  worthy  Doctor 
eftogged.  his  muaifl^saoe  with  the  oonditioB  that  we  should 
ad«pt  the  Dunce's  cvthflgnaphy  and  entitle  the  work ''  The 
Portugal  of  Niggle^"  with  which  stipulation  we  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  eoynply* 
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for  the  privileges  and  immunmes  of  this  hcmouF. 
able  flodety,  is,  in  plain  terms,  a  beggarly  Scot, 
and  we  have  enough  of  these  locusts  in  London 
already — if  we  admit  such  palmer-worms  and  ca« 
terpillars  to  the  sanctuary,  we  shall  soon  have  the 
whole  nation.^ 

*<  We  are  not  entitled  to  inquire,^  said  Duke 
Hildebrod,  ^<  whether  he  be  Scot,  or  French,  or 
English ;  seeing  he  has  honourably  laid  down  liis 
garnish,  he  is  entitled  to  our  protection.^ 

**  Word  of  denial,  most  Sovereign  Duke,^  re- 
plied  the  parson,  ^^  I  ask  him  no  questions— his 
i^)eech  be  wrayeth  him — ^he  is  a  Galilaeaup— and  his 
garnish  is  forfeited  for  his  assurance  in  coming 
within  this  our  realm ;  and  I  call  on  you.  Sir 
Duke,  to  put  the  laws  in  force  against  him  !^ 

The  Templar  here  rose,  and  was  about  to  in- 
terrupt the  deliberations  of  the  court,  when  the 
Duke  gravely  assured  him  that  he  should  be 
heard  in  behalf  of  his  friend,  so  soon  as  the  coun- 
cil had  finished  their  deliberations. 

The  attorney  next  rose,  and  intimating  that 
he  was  to  speak  to  the  point  of  law,  sdd— **  It 
was  easy  to  be  seen  that  this  gentleman  did  not 
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come  here  in  any  civil  case,  and  that  he  beli&* 
ved  it  to  be  the  story  they  had  ah-eady  heard 
of,  concerning  a  blow  given  within  the  verge  of 
the  Park— that  the  sanctuary  would  not  bear  out 
the  offender  in  such  case — and  that  the  queer 
old  Chief  would  send  down  a  broom  which  should 
sweep  the  streets  of  Alsatia  from  the  Strand  to 
the  Stairs ;  and  it  was  even  policy  to  think  what 
evil  might  come  to  their  republic,  by  sheltering 
an  alien  in  such  circumstances.^ 

The  captain,  who  had  sate  impatiently  while 
these  ojunions  were  expressed,  now  sprung  on  his 
feet  with  the  vehemence  of  a  cork  bouncing  from 
a  bottle  of  brisk  beer,  and  turning  up  his  mou« 
stachoes  with  a  martial  air,  cast  a  glance  of  con- 
tempt on  the  lawyer  and  churdmiao,  while  he 
thus  expressed  his  opinion. 

«<  Most  noble  Duke  Hildebrod !  When  I  hear 
such  base,  skddering,  coy sterel  propositions  come 
from  the  counsellors  of  your  grace,  and  when  I 
remember  the  Huffs,  the  Muns,  and  the  Tityre- 
tu^s  by  whom  your  graoe^s  ancestors  and  prede* 
eeasors  were  advised  on  such  occasions,  I  begin 
to  think  the  spirit  of  action  is  as  dead  in  Alsatia 
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as  in  my  old  gramuun ;  andjtt  who  tiniiti  m 
thinks  a  lie,  since  I  will  find  as  many  roaring  boys 
in  the  Friars  as  Aall  keep  the  libeities  against  M 
the  scavengers  of  Westminster.  AndifweshouMb 
be  oveibcmie  for  a  turn,  death  and  darkness  rhave* 
we  not  time  to  send  the  gentleman  off  by  water, 
either  to  Paris  Garden  or  to  the  Bankade ;  and 
if  he  is  a  gallant  of  true  breed,  ^nlH  he  not  midEe-^ 
us  full  amends  fbr  all  the  trouble  we  have  ?  Let 
other  societies  exist  by  the  law,  I  say  that  we 
brisk  boys  of  the  Fleet  live  in  ^te  of  it;  and  * 
thrive  best  when  we  are  in  right  opposition  to  tago:' 
and  seal,  writ  and  warrant,,  seijeant  and  tipstdf^. 
caidi-pole  and  bum-bailey.*** 

This  speech  Was  followed  by  a  murteur  of  ap« 
probatiOki,  and  Lowestoffi^  striking  in  Hbfotie  dut: 
favourable  sound  had  subsided^  tennnd^  tile 
Duke  and  his  council  how  much  the  security  of' 
dieir  state  depended  on  the  amity  of  the  Templars^ 
who,  by  closing  thrir  gates,  could  at  pleasun 
diut  against  the  Alsatians  the  communieatioiiK 
betwixt  the  Friars  and  the  Temple,  and  that  ar 
tfiey  conducted  themselwes  on  this  oocasion,  wo 
Would  they  secure  or  lose  the  bBoefll  <iC  hb  is 
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resi  witk  Ut  own  bodj,  wliidi  th«jr  knew  not  i» 
be  ineonsidefible.  '*  And,  in  respect  of  tny 
friend  being  a  Scotsauuiand  alien,  aa  haa been 
observed  by  the  reverend  diviiie  and  learned 
lawyer,  you  are  to  connder,^  said  Lowcetoie, 
^  for  what  he  is  pursued'  hither^^why,  for  giving* 
the  baslinadoe  net  to  an  Englishman,  bitt  to  <me 
of  his  own  oouBtrymen.  Andl  for  my  own  oropk* 
pert,''  he  mstinued,  touching  Lord  Glenvarlocb 
a*  the  same  time>  to  make  him  understand  he. 
spdke  but  in  jest^  ^<  if  all  the  Sooteh  in  Londeib 
were  to  fight  a  Welch  main,  and  kill  eaeh  ether 
to  a  man,  the  s«irvivof  wbuld,  in  my  humble 
opiuion,  be  entitled  to  our  gmtitede,  as  having 
done  a  most  aooeptoble  sennoe  to  poor  OldEng*^ 

A  shout  of  laeghter  And  iq|>pUitts»  fbUow^ 
ed  tUs  ingenious  apology  for  the  elient'^a  state 
of  alienagie ;  and  the  Templar  followed  up  his 
jdea  with  the  following  }Mtby  proportion  :^^ 
**  I  know  well,^  said  he,  *^  it  is  the  custom  of  the 
fathers  of  this  old  and  honourable  republic^  ripe^ 
ly  and  well  to  consider  all  their  procee£nga  over 
a  proper  allowance  of  Kquor;  afad  ftfr  be  it  from 
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me  to  piopoce  the  breach  of  so  laudable  a  custom, 
or  to  preteud  that,  such  an  affair  as  the  present 
can  be  well  and  constitutionally  considered  du« 
ring  the  discussion  of  a  pitiful  gallon  of  sack. 
But,  as  it  is  the  same  thing  to  this  honourable 
conclave  whether  they  drink  first  and  determine- 
afterwards,  or  whether  they  determine  first  and 
drink  afterwards,  I  propose  your  Grace,  with  the 
advice  of  your  wise  and  potent  senators,  shall 
pass  your  edict,  granting  to  mine  honourable 
friend  the  immunities  of  the  place,  and  assigning 
him  a  lod^ng  according  to  your  wise  forms,  to 
which  he  will  presently  retire,  being  somewhat 
spent  with  this  day^s  action ;  whereupon  I  will 
presently  order  you  arundlelof  Rhenish,  with  a 
corresponding  quantity  of  neats^  tongues  and 
pickled  herrings,  to  make  you  all  as  glorioua  aa 
Georg&4i.Green.^ 

This  overture  was  received  with  a  general 
shout  of  applause,  which  altogether  drowned  the 
voice  of  the  disndents,  if  any  there  were  amongst 
the  Alsatian  senate  who  could  have  reristed  a 
proposal  so  popular.  The  words  of,  kind  heart  1 
noble  gentleman !  generous  galbnt !  flew  from , 

3 
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mouth  to  moudi ;  the  ioflcrqpdoii  of  the  pedtion- 
er^s  name  in  the  great  book  was  haddly  completed, 
and  the  oath  administered  to  him  bjthe  worthy 
Doge.  like  the  Laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  of 
the  andent  Cambro-Britons,  and  other  primi- 
tive nations,  it  was  couched  in  poetry,  and  ran 
as  follows  :— 

**  Bj  spigot  and  tenl» 

By  bilbo  and  huff; 
Hioa  art  swoaa  to  the  quaml 

Of  theblados  of  the  huff: 
For  Whit^Aian  aadili.dain&s 

To  bo  duaapoti  or  marlyr. 
And  to  fight  te  its  damos 

like  a  Kni^t  of  the  Gerter."' 

Nigel  fdt,  and:indoedrexhiUted,  some  disgust 
at  this  mummery ;  but  the  T^plar,  reminding 
him  that  he  was  too  far  advanced  to  draw  back, 
he  repeated  the  wordf^  orrather  assented  as  they 
were  repeated  by  Duke  HiMebrod,  who  conclu- 
ded the  ceremony  by  allowing  him  the  privily 
of  sanctuary,  in  the  followmg  form  of  prescrip- 
tive doggrel  :— 

VOL.     I.  K 


146       TBS  FOBTUNSS  OF  KI6BL. 

'*  From  tbe  touch  of  the  tip, 

FhHn  the  blight  of  the  wamnt. 
From  the  watchmen  who  skip 

On  the  Harmim  Beck's  errand ; 
From  the  BaOilPi  cramp  speech. 

That  makea  man  a  thrall, 
I  chann  thee  from  each. 

And  I  charm  thee  from  all. 
Thy  freedom's  complete 

As  a  Blade  of  the  Huff. 
To  he  dieated  and  dieat. 

To  he  cuff'd  and  to  cuff; 
xo  itriiie,  swear,  ana  swagger. 
To  drink  till  70a  ati^ger. 

To  stare  and  to  stab. 
And  to  hrandiah  your  digger 

In  the  canae  of  your  dimb  ; 
To  walk  wool-ward  in  winter. 

Drink  brandy,  and  smoke. 
And  gofretoo  in  summer 

For  want  of  a  cloak; 
To  eke  oat  your  living; 

By  the  wag  of  yoar  elbow. 
By  fhlham  and  gourd. 

And  by  bareing  of  bilbo  ; 
To  lire  by  your  shifts;. 

And  to  swear  by  your  honour, 
Are  the  freedom  and  gifts 

Of  which  I  am  the  donor,** 
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Tbk  homily  bang  porfonned^  m  dispute  aroie 
eonearoiDg  the  special  rendence  to  be  assigned 
the  new  brother  of  the  Sanctuary ;  for,  as  the 
Alsatians  held  it  a  maxim  in  their  common* 
wealth,  that  asses  milk  fattens,  there  was  usu- 
ally a  competition  amongst  the  inhabitants  which 
should  have  the  managing,  as  it  was  termed,  of 
a  new  member  of  the  society. 

The  HectcHT  who  had  spoke  so  warmly  and 
critically  in  Nigel^s  behalf,  stood  out  now  chival- 
rously in  behalf  of  a  certain  Blowsdinda,  or  Bon- 
strops,  who  had,  it  seems,  a  room  to  hire,  once 
the  occasional  reaidence  of  Slicing  Dick  of  Pad- 
dington,  who  lately  suffered  at  Tyburn,  and 
whose  untimely  exit  had  been  hitherto  mourned 
by  the  damsel  in  solitary  widowhood^  after  the 
fashion  of  the  turtle-dove. 

The  eaptain^s .  interest  was,  however,  over* 
rule^  in  behdf  of  the  old  gentleman  in  the  ker- 
sey hood,  who  was  believed,  even  at  bis  extreme 
1^,  to  understand  the  plucking  of  a  pigeon  as 
well,  or  better,  than  any  man  of  Akatia. 

This  venerable  personage  was  an  usurer  of 
some  notoriety,  called  Tnipbois,  and  had  very 
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lactdy  done  the  vtite  conndenUe  aorvioe  in  ad- 
▼anebg  a  subskly  neeettoiy  to  fleeute  a  iieih  i». 
pOrtalioB  of  iiquon  to  theDuke^s  oellari,  the  wine- 
menibmat  at  the  Vintiy  bong  acrupdioaft  to  deri 
irith  io  great  a  man  for  any  thing  but  ready 
inoney* 

When>  therefofe>  the  dd  gentleman  aroae^  wai 
with  much  coughing  reminded  ike  Duke  that  he 
had  a  poor  apartment  to  kt^  the  ehnms  of  all 
otheri  were  eet  aside^  and  >ngel  waB  asfligned  ta 
Trapbois  as  \m  guest 

No  sooncft:  was  this  arrangement  made^  than 
Lord  Glenvnrloeh  expressed  to  Lowestoffift  hah 
inpatienefe  to  leave  this  discmlitable  aasemUy, 
and  look  hiB  leave  with  a  caardess  haste,  which, 
but  for  the  rundlet  of  Rhemsh  wine  that  en^ 
tered  just  as  he  left  the  apartment,  mighl  have 
been  taken  in  bad  part  The  young  Templar  ac- 
companied his  friend  to  the  house  of  die  old  uao- 
Mr,  wiA  the  read  to  Which  he  and  some  other 
youngsters  about  the  T^xiple  were  eren  but  too 
well  acqoamted.  On  the  Way,  he  assured  Lord 
Qlemrarloeh  that  he  was  going  lo  the  only  dean 
house  in  Whitefriars ;  a  pitperty  whkh  it  owed 
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«olely  to  the  extrdoiw  of  the  old  ohhAi  only  dauglw 
ter^  $n  elderly  damad^  ugly  eaoug^  to  fiightea 
an,  yel  likely  to  be  wealthy  enough  to  tempt  m 
puritan,  ao  aooo  aa  the  deril  had  got  her  old  dad 
for  Ub  due.  Aa  Loveateffe  sfcke  thus,  they 
knocked  at  the  door  of  the  house,,  and  the  aour, 
fltem  countenance  of  the  female  by  ivhom  it  waij 
opened,  folly  conflnued  all  which  the  Templar 
bad  aaid  of  th«  hoatesa.  She  heard,  with  an  u»* 
gradoua  and  diaoontented  air,  the  young  Temp> 
har*s  infcnrmatiod,  that  the  gentletnan,  hia  compa- 
nioo,  waa  to  be  her  father^s  lodger,  muttered 
aomething  about  the  trouble  it  waa  Uke  to  oeea* 
aion,  but  ended  by  shewing  the  stranger^a  aparU 
meat,  ^bidi  waa  better  than  could  have  been  au- 
gured fsom  the  general  appearance  of  the  place, 
and  much  larger  in  es^tent,  though  inferior  in 
neatneaa^  to  than  which  he  had  occupied  at  Paul's 
Wharf. 

Loweatoffe  having  thua  aeen  hia  firiend  fairly 
inatalWI  in  hia  new  apartment,  and  having  ob^ 
tained  for  him  a  note  <tf  the  rate  at  which  he 
ooidd  be  aocommodatod  with  victuala  from  a 
n^ighbouiikig  eook's  ahop,  now  took  hia  leave, 
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oflbring)  at  tbe  same  time,  to  aeod  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  Lord  GleiiTailodi^s  baggage,  f rdm 
his  former  place  of  lendence  to  his  new  lodging. 
Nigel  mentioned  so  few  articles^  that  the  Temp, 
lar  could  not  help  obeernng,  that  his  lordship, 
it  would  seem,  did  not  intend  to  enjoy  his  new 
long. 
They  are  too  little  suited  to  my  habits  and 
taste^  that  I  should  do  so,**  seplied  Ixnd  Gkn.. 
varloch* 

**  You  may  change  your  opinion  tO'-monow,^ 
said  Lowestoffe;  **  and  so  I  wish  you  good- 
even*    To-morrow  I  will  visit  you  betimes.^ 

The  moming  came,  but  instead  of  the  Tem- 
plar, it  brought  only  a  letter  from  him.  The 
efnstle  stated,  that  Lowestofie^s  vints  to  Alsatia 
had  drawn  down  the  aaimadvei^ons  of  some 
crabbed  old  pantaloons  among  the  benchers,  and 
that  he  judged  it  wise  not  to  come  hither  at  pre- 
sent,  for  fear  of  drawing  too  much  attrition  to 
Lord  Glenvarloch^s  place  of  residence.  He  star- 
ted, that  he  had  taken  measures  for  the  safety  of 
his  baggage^  and  would  send  him,  by  a  safe  hand, 
his  moQey-casket,  and  what  articles  he  wanteds 
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Then  foUovred  some  sage  advioes,  dictated  by 
LowesCoffe^s  acquaintance  with  Alaatia  and  its 
nuinnen.  He  advised  him  to  keep  the  utuier  in 
the  most  absolute  uncertunty  concerning  the 
state  of  his  fund»--neyer  to  throw  a  main  with 
thecaptain^  who  was  in  thebalntof  playing  dry* 
fisted,  and  paying  his  losses  with  three  yowds; 
and,  finally,  to  beware  of  Dtike  Hildebrod,  who 
was  as  sharp,  he  said,  as  a  needle,  though  he  had 
no  more  eyes  than  are  possessed  by  that  neoes* 
sary  imjdement  of  female  industry. 
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CHAPT£E  VII. 


Mo^er.  WlMftl  da»M  bf  a  fluh  of  Cupid*!  aimr. 
With  which  the  hoy,  at  mortal  uichios  wont, 
niO0i  btdi  ^0  lunheam  is  tba  eye  of  paaoigvB— 
Then  laughs  to  lee  them  ttumUe ! 

Xkiughter,  Mother  t  no— 

It  wai  a  lightninf^eib  wbidi  dasdad  iney 
And  nerer  shall  theie  eyes  see  true  again. 

Setfand  Pud^kHg^^An  M  EtigtUh  Comedy. 


It  is  necessary  that  we  should  leaTe  for  atime 
our  hero  Nigel,  although  in  a  situation  ndther 
safe,  comfortable^  nor  creditable,  in  order  to  de- 
tail some  particulars  which  have  immediate  con- 
nexion with  his  fortunes. 

It  was  but  the  third  day  after  he  bad  been  for- 
ced to  take  refuge  in  the  house  of  old  Trapbois, 
the  noted  usurer  of  Whitefriars,  commonly  call- 
ed Golden  Trapbois,  when  the  pretty  daughter 
of  old  Ramsay,  the  watchmaker,  after  having 
piously  seen  her  father  eat  his  breakfast,  (taking 
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on  tluit  fasdid  not,  inonabstniiiefilof  Um^ht 
swallow  the  aaluodlar  inilead  of  a  cruit  of  the 
farawii  UmQ  let  forth  fimn  the  hoiuea*  floon  as 
he  was  i^gabr  pluagsdilite  tha  depth  of  eakiila*» 
tioB,  aiid^  aoconipaBied  ooly  by  thai  faithful  eld 
dnidge,  Janet  the  Seetd^laavkeBSi  to  whoaot  her 
wlunui  wem  kwi^  made  her  wagr  to  Lnmbaid^ 
Stnet,  and  disturbedy  at  the  unusUal  hour  oC 
dght  in  the  morning,  Aunt  Judith^  the  aster  of 
her  wortfaj  godfelher^ 

The  tidnenble  iaaiden  received  her  jouog  vi* 
nter  wilb  no  great  eomplaeenqr ;  icev  natwaliy 
enough^  sbd  hod  neither  the  same  adauratioii  of 
bar  Teiy  pnttj  eounteoeno^  or  oomphoence  foe 
her  ibolidi  aad  gpelish  impatienoe  of  temper, 
which  Master  Geoige  Heriot  entertained.  StiU 
Mistresa  Margaret  was  a  favoimte  of  her  bro- 
ther^s,  whose  will  was  to  Aunt  Judith  a  supreme 
hw;  and  she  contented  hendf  with  asking  her 
untimely  Tintory  **  what  the  made  so  eariy  with 
her  pale  dnt^  face  in  the  streets  of  London  r* 

^  I  would  speak  with  the  Lady  Hermione^^ 
aaswarad  the  almost  beeathleas  girl,  while  the 
blood  ran  so  fast  to  her  face  aa  totally  to  reniore 
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ihe  ol]gectioii  of  pilenen  winch  Aonl  Judith  had 
nuide  to  her  complexioii*  •  • 

«<  With  the  Lady  HesBUone^^  «ud  Aunt  Ju. 
^th-*^  with  the  Lady  Hecmioae?  aad  «t  this 
time  in  the  moniiiig)  nhea  ahe  will  aoaice  aee  jny 
of  the  family,  even  at  seaaonaUe  hours?  Yoo 
are  cracy,  you  ally  weneh,  or  you  abuse  the  in- 
dulgence which  my  brother  and  the  lady  have 
shewn  to  you.^ 

<<  Indeed,  indeed  I  have  not,**  rqieated  Mar* 
garet,  struggling  to  retain  the  mihiddpn  tear 
which  seemed  longing  to  burst  out  on  the  i^^t- 
estoocaaon.  <*Dobut  say  to  die  lady  that  your 
brother^s  god-daugfater  desires  earnestly  to  apeak 
with  her,  and  I  know  she  wiQ  not  refuse  to  see 


Aunt  Judith  bent  an  earnest,  suspidous,  and 
inquisitive  glance  on  her  young  visitor.  '^  You 
might  make  me  your  secretary,  my  lassie,^  she 
sud,  *^  as  well  as  the  Lady  Hermione.  I  am 
older,  and  better  skilled  to  advise.  I  live  more 
m  the  world  than  one  who  shuts  herself  up  with- 
in four  rooms,  and  I  have  the  better  means  to 
you  * 
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«  O  !  no-^io— DO)*'  «aid  Maigiret,  «>gerly> 
and  with  more  earnest  tmoerity  than  oomplai- 
aanoe;  *'  there  are  aome  tbbgs  to  which  you 
cannot  advise  me^  Aunt  Judith*  It  is  a  case  ■ 
pardon  me,  my  dear  Aunt^-a  case  beyond  your 
eounseL** 

«( I  am  ghd  oa\  maiden,^  odd  Aunt  Judith, 
aomewhat  angrily ;  *^  for  I  think  the  follies  of 
the  young  peo]de  of  this  genetntion  would  drive 
aoad  an  dd  hrain  Mke  mine.  Here  you  c(»ne  on 
the  viretot,  through  the  whole  streets  of  London, 
to  talk  some  nonsense  to  a  lady,  who  scarce  seea 
God^s  sun,  but  when  he  shines  on  a  brick  wall. 
Bat  I  will  tdl  her  you  are  here.**    . 

She  went  away,  and  sh<HCtly  returned  with  a 
diy-^*^  Mistress  Marget,  the  lady  will  be  glad  to 
see  you ;  and  that^s  more,  my  young  madam,  than 
you  had  right  to  count  upon.** 

MistressMargaret  hung  her  head  in  silence,  too 
much  perplexed  by  the  train  of  her  own  emlNuv 
rassed  thoughts,  for  attempting  either  to  oonci* 
liate  Aunt  Juifith*8  kindness,  or,  which  on  other 
oocaoons  would  have  been  as  congenial  to  her 
bwn.humour^  to  retaliate  on  her  aosa^tempered 
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renMHtluiaiidsiaDiicr.  She  fblbwed  Aunt  Juditfa^ 
ther^ore,  in  eilenoe  aad  dejoeticinf  to  the  alroog 
atktn  door  vhich  dividad  di«  Lady  Henoioiie'B 
aptftmeDta  from  the  leal  of  Gsoige  HeriotV 
flpimouB  boiue. 

At  the  door  of  this  sanctuary  it  is  neoeoMiy  ta 
pnuie,  in  order  to  oonreotthe  repofrta  with  whidi 
Richie  Moniplies  had  filled  hi«  maatei's  ear  nv 
specting  the  nngular  ajqpeannee  of  that  lady^ 
ettendanoe  at  pray  ersy  whom  ve  now  own  to  be  by 
name  the  Lady  Herauone.  Some  part  of  tbeaees? 
aggeratiiKmB  had  been  rommnnicafed  to  the  vor* 
thy  Sootaman  by  Jenkin  VioQeBt,  who  was  well 
e3q)erienced  in  the  speetes  of  wit  which  has  been 
long  m  fitvourite  in  the  dty^  under  the  Taiious 
names  of  Gn)ssJ>iting»  givii^  the  dor^  bamboos 
ling,  ciammingt  hoaxing,  humbu^o^,  and  quia* 
nng;  for  which  sport  Bidiie  MoaipUea,  with  Us 
solemn  gravity^  totally  unapprehenuTeof  •  joi[e, 
and  his  natural  propensil^  to  the  marveUbuai 
formed  an  admirable  subject.  Farther  oraamenis 
the  tale  had  receive  from  Richie  himseLf ,  whoae 
loiigue,  eapecially  when  oiled  with  good  laqnoc, 
had  a  eonaiderable  tendency  toaai|dtfication,  and 

18 
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irfw  iiiled  aot)  wfaila  he  reteilad  to hisoMBiter  aU 
the  wcmdeiAd  ciioviimUnees  narrated  by  Yin- 
cemif  to  add  to  Uiem  many  oanjectuies  of  hia 
fmny  lAuA  Us  imaginatkii  had  ofer-haatUy  am- 
irerted  into  iaetB. 

Tet  the  life  lAiA  the  Lady  HcmtkiDe  had 
led  fbr  two  years,  during  whidi  she  had  bees 
the  umiate  of  Oeoi|;e  Hcriof  a  houae^ .  was  so 
riogidar,  as  ahasoat  to  aanctioii  vaaaj  of  tke  witd 
vsports  which  west  ahroad*  The  house  whidi 
the  worthy  goidsniith  mfaabited^  had  hi  fomcr 
tiases  belonged  to  apowerfid  and  weakhy  haso* 
liial  fannly,  wUcfa,  dueii^  the  jreign  «f  Henry 
¥iIL  temrinaffd  in  a  dowager  lady,  wtrj  wedh 
thy,  very  derout,  and  meat  uaalienably  aitabhed 
to  the  Catholic  faidi.  The  choaea  friend  of  the 
flonoarable  Lady  Fdljaaiibe  was  the  jAJbheas  cf 
Saint  Roquets  Ninmery,  hke  herself,  a  coiisc»- 
cntiouB,  rigid,  and  devoted  Fapst  When  the 
house  of  Saint  Roque  was  despotiGaUy  dissolved 
by  thejfo^  of  the  impetuous  monoreb,  the  Lady 
Poljambe  leoeired  her  friend  into  hv  spaeious 
mansion,  togedier  with  two  vestal  asters,  wbo^ 
Uim  dieir  Abbess,  were  determined  to  follow  the 
tenor  of  their  vows,  instead  dl  embraring  the  prc^. 
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Ifloefiberty  which  the  Monaidb^  will  had  thronn 
in  thdr  choice.  For  thdr  lendenee,  the  Ladj 
Foljamhe  oootriTed,  with  all  aecgB^  iorHany 
migfat  not  have  xdished  her  inlrrfpgffiifw  to  set 
apart  a  suite  of  four  room8»  widi  a  little  doset 
fitted  up  as  an  ontoiyv  or  cfaqid;  the  whole 
apartment  fimosd  faj  a  Strang  oaken  door  to  ex- 
dude  stnugers,  and  aooommodatal  with  a  turn- 
ing  wheel  to  reodTe  necenarieB^  aeeordii^  to  the 
prscdoe  of  all  nunneries.  In  thb  retreat,  the  Ab- 
bess of  Saint  Roque  and  her  attendants  passed 
many  years,  communicating  only  with  the  Lady 
Foljamhe,  who,  in  virtue  of  their  pnyets,  and  of 
the  support  she  afforded  them,  accounted  herseif 
little  less  than  a  saint  on  earth.  The  Abbeas,  ftr* 
tonately  for  herself,  died  before  her  munificent 
patroness,  who  lived  deep  in  Queoi  £]ixabeth*s 
time,  ere  she  was  summoned  by  fate. 

The  Lady  Foljamhe  was  succeeded  in  this 
manmm  by  a  sour  fimatic  knight,  a  distant  and 
collateral  relation,  who  claimed  the  same  merit 
for  ezpelUng  the  priestesses  of  Baal,  whidibis 
predecessor  had  founded  on  maintaining  the  to* 
taresses  of  heaven.  Of  the  two  unhappy  nuns, 
driven  from  their  ancient  refuge,  ofie  went  be- 
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ycHnlMa;  the  other,  unable  fiom  old  age  to  un- 
dertake such  a  journey,  died  under  the  roof  of  a 
fnthful  Catholic  widow  of  low  degree.  Sir  Paul 
Oramhilgge,  having  got  rid  of  the  nuns,  qioilad 
the  chapel  of  its  ornaments,  and  had  thoughts 
of  altogether  destroying  the  apsrtnient,  until 
eheeked  by  Uie  reflection  that  the  operation 
would  be  lumeoessary  expenee,  nnoe  he  only  in* 
habited  three  rtettis  of  die  large  mansion,  and 
bed  not  therefore  the  slightest  oocanon  for  any 
addition  to  its  accommodations.  His  son  proved 
a  waster  and  a  prodigal,  and  from  him  the  house 
was  bought  by  our  friend  Greorge  Heriot,  irbo 
finding,  like  Sir  Paul,  the  house  more  than  suf- 
ficiently ample  fcxr  his  accommodation,  left  the 
foljambe  apartment,  or  Saint  Roquets  rooms,  as 
they  were  called,  in  the  state  in  which  he  found 
them.  . 

About  two  years  and  a  half  befim  our  history 
opened,  when  Heiiot  was  absent  upon  an  expe» 
dition  to  the  Continent,  he  smt  special  orders  to 
his  sist^  and  his  cash Jieeper,  directing  thst  the 
Foljambe  apartment  should  be  fitted  up  hand* 
somely,  though  plainly,  for  the  reception  of  a 
lady,  who  would  make  it  her  rendence  for  some 
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time ;  and  who  would  Ktc  mote  or  lesB  with  hoB 
owB  family  aeoordfing  to  her  picBiuie.  He  alio 
directed,  diat  the  neoeBsmy  repairs  ahould  be 
made  with  aacrecy,  imd  that  aa  littk  ahonld  fa^ 
said  aa  pofesible  upon  the  aiilgeeC  of  fm  letter. 

When  the  time  of  hia  return  eame  nigh,  Aunt 
Judidi  «nd  the  houaehdd  were  tfa  ihe  tenter^ 
hooks  of  impatience.  Master  O^ige -eame,  as 
he  had  intimated,  acccmipaiiied  by  a  lady,  aa 
eminently  beautiful,  that  had  it  not  been  for  her 
extreme  and  unifonn  paleness,  she  might  haire 
been  reckoned  one  of  the  loveliest  creatures  on 
earth.  She  had  with  her  an  attendant,  or  humble 
companion,  whose  business  seemed  only  to  wait 
upon  hen  Tiiis  person,  a  reserved  woman,  and 
by  her  dialect  a  ^feigner,  aged  about  fifty,  was 
called  by  the  lady  Monna  Paula,  and  by  Master 
Heriot,  and  others.  Mademoiselle  Pauline.  She 
Aept  in  the  same  room  with  her  patrooeas  at 
mght,  ate  in  her  apartment,  and  wtti  acaroe  ever 
separated  from  her  dunng  the  day. 

xheae  females  took  possesnon  of  the  nuunerj 
of  the  devout  Abbess,  and  without  obaaring  the 
same  rigorous  seclusion,  according  to  the  letter, 
seemed  well  nigh  to  restore  the  apartment  to  the 
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use  to  which  it  had  been  angaui]f  designed.  The 
new  inmates  lived  andxook  their  meals  apart  from 
the  rest  of  the  family.  With  the  domestics  Lady 
Hermione,  for  so  she  was  termed,  held  no  com. 
municati<m.  and  MademoiseUe  PauUne  only  such 
as  was  indispensable,  which  she  dispatched  as 
baefly  as  possiUe.  Frequent  and  liberal  largesses 
reconciled  the  servants  to  this  conduct ;  and  they 
were  in  use  to  observe  to  each  other,  that  to  doa 
service  for  MademoiseUe  Pauline,  was  like  find- 
ing a  fury  treasure* 

To  Aunt  Judith  4he  Lady  Henmone  was  kind 
and  dvil,  but  their  intercourse  was  rare;^  on  which 
account  the  good  lady  felt  scMne  pangs  both  of 
curiomty  and  injured  dignity.  But  she  knew  Ker 
brother  so  weU,  and  loved  liim  so  dearly,  that  his 
will,  once  expressed,  might  be  truly  said  to  become 
her  own.  The  worthy  citizen  was  not  without  a 
spice  of  the  dogmatism  which  grows  on  the  best 
disposition,  when  a  word  is  a  law  to  all  around. 
Master  George  did  not  endure  to  be  questioned 
by  hia  family,  and  when  he  had  generally  express- 
ed his  will,  that  the  Lady  Hermione  sbouldlive  in 
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the  way  most  agreeable  to  her,  and  that  no  inqui- 
ries  should  be  nuule  eoDoenuDg  her  history,  or 
her  motives  for  observing  such  strict  secluuon, 
his  aster  well  knew  that  he  would  have  been  se- 
riously diqpleased  with  any  attempt  to  pry  into 
the  secret 

But  though  Heriofs  servants  were  bribed,  and 
bis  sister  awed  into  silent  acquiescence  in  these 
arrangements,  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  escape 
the  critical  observation  of  the  ndghbourhood. 
Some  opined  that  the  wealthy  goldsmith  wasabout 
to  turn  pajust,  and  re-establish  Lady  Foljambe^s 
nunnery— others  that  he  was  going  mad— others 
that  he  was  either  going  to  many,  or  to  do  wone. 
Master  Greorge^s  constant  appearance  at  church, 
aiid  the  knowledge  that  the  supposed  votaress 

always  attended  when  the  prayers  of  the  English 

• 

ritual  were  read  in  the  family,  liberated  him  from 
the  first  of  these  suspicions ;  those  who  had  to 
transact  business  with  him  upon  ^Change,  could 
not  doubt  the  soundness  of  Master  Heriot^s  mind ; 
and  to  confute  the  other  rumours,  it  was  credibly 
reported  by  such  as  made  the  matter  ih&r  par- 
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ticular  interest,  that  Master  George  Heriot  never 
visited  his  guest  save  in  presenoe  of  Mademobelle 
Pauline,  who  sat  with  her  work  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  same  room  in  whieh  thej  conversed.  It 
was  also  ascertained  that  these  visits  scarce]  j  ever 
exceeded  an  hour  in  length,  and  were  usually 
only  repeated  once  a»week,  an  intercourse  too 
brief  and  too  long  interrupted,  to  render  it  pro- 
bable that  love  was  the  bond  of  their  union. 

The  inquirers  were,  therefore,  at  fault,  and 
compelled  to  relinquish  the  piursuit  of  Master 
Heriot^s  secret,  while  a  thousand  ridiculous  tales 
were  circulated  amongst  the  ignorant  and  super* 
stitious,  with  some  specimens  of  which  our  friend 
Richie  Moniplies  had  been  crammed^  as  we  have 
seen,  by  the  malicbus  apprentice  of  worthy  Da- 
vid  Ramsay« 

There  was  one  person  in  the  world  who,  it  was 
thought,  could  (if  she  would)  have  said  more  of 
the  Lady  Hermione  than  any  one  in  London, 
except  Greorge  Heriot  himself ;  and  that  was  the 
said  David  Ramsay^s  only  child,  Margaret 

This  girl  was  not  much  past  the  age  of  fifteen 
when  the  Lady  Hermione  first  came  to  England, 
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And  was  a  very  frecjuent  vintor  at  her  god-fiitberX 
who  was  much  amused  by  her  childish  sallies, 
and  by  the  wild  and  natural  beauty  ivith  which 
she  sung  the  airs  of  her  native  country.  Spoilt 
die  was  on  all  hands ;  by  the  indulgence  of  her 
god-father,  the  absent  habits  and  indifference  of 
her  father,  and  the  deference  of  all  around  her  to 
her  caprices,  as  a  beauty  and  as  an  heiress.  But 
though,  from  these  circumstances,  the  city-beau- 
ty had  become  as  wilful,  as  capricious,  and  as 
affected,  as  unlimited  indulgence  seldom  fails  to 
render  those  to  whom  it  is  extended ;  and  aU 
though  she  exhibited  upon  many  occasions  that 
affectation  of  extreme  shyness,  silence,  and  re- 
serve, which  Misses  in  their  teens  are  apt  to  take 
for  an  amiable  modesty ;  and  upon  others,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  that  flippancy  which  youth 
sometimes  confounds  with  wit.  Mistress  Margaret 
had  much  real  shrewdness  and  judgment,  which 
wanted  only  opportunities  of  observation  to  re- 
fine it^-a  lively,  good-humoured,  playful  dispo- 
siuon,  and  an  excellent  heart  Her  acquired  fol- 
lies we're  much  increased  by  her /reading  plays 
and  RMnancea,  to  which  she  devoted  a  graat  deal 
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of  her  tame,  and  from  whidi  she  adopted  ideas  as 
different  as  possible  from  those  which  she  might 
liave  acquired  fnim  the  invaluable  and  affection- 
ate instructions  of  an  excellent  mother ;  and  the 
freaks  of  which  she  was  sometimes  guihy,  ren- 
dered her  not  unjustly  liable  to  tlie  chai^  of  af- 
fectation and  coquetry.  But  the  little  lass  had 
aense  and  shrewdness  enough  to  keep  her  failings 
out  of  sight  of  her  god-father,  to  whom  she  was 
sincerely  attached ;  and  so  high  she  stood  in  hb 
favour,  that,  at  his  recommendation,  she  obtained 
•permission  to  visit  the  recluse  Lady  Hermiooe. 

The  singular  mode  of  life  which  the  lady  ob- 
served ;  her  extreme  beauty,  rendered  even  mote 
interesting  by  her  extreme  paleness;  the  conscious 
pride  of  being  admitted  farther  than  the  rest  of 
the  world  into  the  society  of  a  person  who  was 
•wrapped  in  so  much  mystery,  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  the  mind  of  Margaret  Bamsay ;  and 
though  their  conversations  were  at  no  time  either 
long  or  confidential,  yet,  proud  of  the  trust  repo- 
sed  in  her,  Margaret  was  as  secret  respecting  their 
tenor  as  if  every  word  repeated  had  been  to  cost 
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her  life.  No  iDqinrjr,IioweTer  artfully  badced  by 
flattery  and  inwnnatinp,  whether  aa  the  part  of 
Dame  Ursula,  or  any  other  person  equally  ia- 
^quiadve,  could  wring  ftom  the  little  maiden  one 
word  of  what  she  heard  or  saw,  after  she  entered 
these  my sterious  and  sednded  apartments  The 
slightest  question  cooceming  Master  Hemt*s 
ghost,  was  sufficient,  at  her  gayest  moment,  to 
chedc  the  current  of  her  communicative  prattle, 
and  render  her  nlent 

We  mention  this,  chiefly  to  illustrate  the  early 
strength  of  Margaret's  character-Hi  strength  con- 
cealed  under  a  hundred  freakish  whims  and  hu- 
mours, as  an  ancient  and  masore  buttress  is  dis- 
guised by  its  fantastic  corering  of  ivy  and  wild- 
flowers.  In  truth,  if  the  damsel  had  told  all  she 
heard  or  saw  within  the  Foljambe  apartments, 
she  would  have  said  but  little  to  gratify  the  cu- 
riosity of  inquirers. 

At  the  earlier  period  of  their  first  aoquainU 
aoee,  the  Lady  Henmone  was  wont  to  reward 
the  attentions  of  her  little  fmod  with  small  but 
elegant  presents,  and  entertain  her  by  a  diqilay 
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c^foie^  rarides  and  curiosiiies^  many  of  them: 
of  ooottderable  value.  Sometimea  the  time  waa 
passed  in  a  way  much  less  agreeable  to  Maiga- 
ret,  by  her  receiviDg  lessons  from  Pauline  in  the 
use  of  the  needle.  But  although  her  preceptress 
]Nractised  these  arts  with  a  dexterity  then  only 
known  in  foragn  oonvents,  the  pujnl  proved  so 
incorrigibly  idle  and  awkward,  that  the  task  of 
needle-work  was  at  length  given  over,  and  lessons 
of  music  substituted  in  thmr  stead.  Here  also 
Paulinewasexedlentlyqualifiedasaninatructress, 
and  Margaret,  more  successful  in  a  science  for 
which  Nature  had  gifted  her,  made  proficiency 
both  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  These  les» 
SODS  passed  in  presence  of  the  Lady  Hermione, 
to  whom  they  seemed  to  give  pleasure.  She 
sometimes  added  her  own  voice  to  the  perform- 
aaoe,  in  a  pure^  dear  streon  of  liquid  melody ; 
but  this  was  only  when  the  muric  was  of  a  devo* 
tional  cast  As  Margaret  became  older,  her  com- 
municationB  with  the  recluse  assumed  a  diflRsrent 
character.  She  was  allowed,  if  not  enoouxiged, 
to  tdl  whatever  she  had  remarked  out  of  doors, 
and  the  Lady  Hermione,  while  she  remarked  the 
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quicky  sharp,  and  retentiTe  powen  of  obflermtioii 
possessed  by  ber  young  friend,  often  found  siifi- 
eient  reason  to  caution  her  against  rasbneas  in 
forming  opinions,  and  giddy  petulance  in  ex* 
pressing  them. 

The  haUtual  awe  with  which  she  regarded 
this  angular  personage,  induced  Mistress  Mar- 
garet, though  by  no  means  delighting  in  contra* 
diction  or  reproof,  to  listen  with  patience  to  ber 
admonitions,  and  to  make  full  allowance  for  the 
good  intenUons  of  the  patroness  by  whom  they 
were  bestowed  ;  although  in'  her-  heart  she  could 
hardly  conceiTc  how  Madame  Hemuooe,  who  ne» 
ver  sUrred  from  the  Foljambe  apartments,  should 
think  of  teaching  knowledge  of  the  worid  to  one 
who  walked  twice  a*week  between  Temple-Bar 
and  Lombard  Street,  besides  parading  in  the 
Park  every  Sunday  that  proved  to  be  fair  wea* 
tber.  Indeed,  pretty  Mistress  Margaret  was  so 
little^indined  to  endure  such  remonstrances,  that 
her  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fol- 
jambe apartments  would  have  probably  slackened 
as  her  circle  of  acquaintance  increased  in  the  tt« 
ternai  world,  had  slic  not,  on  the  one  hand,  enter- 
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lained  a  habitualreverenoe  for  her  monitress,  of 
irbich  she  oould  not  divest  herself,  and  been  flat- 
tered, on  the  other,  by  being;  to  a  certain  degree, 
the  depositary  of  a  cmfldence  for  ^hich  others 
thirsted  in  vain.  Besides,  although  the  conversa- 
tion of  Hermione  was  uniformly  serious,  it  was  not 
in  general  either  formal  orsevere;  nor  was  the  lady 
offended  by  the  flights  of  levity  which  Mistress 
Margaret  sometimes  ventured  on  in  her  pres^nce^ 
even  when  they  were  such  as  made  Monna  Pau- 
lina cast  her  eyes  upwards,  and  sigh  with  that 
-compassion  which  a  devotee  extends  towards  the 
'Votaries  of  a  trivial  and  profane  world*  Thus, 
•upon  the  whole,  the  little  maiden  was  disposed 
to  submit,  though  not  without  some  windng,  to 
the  grave  admonitions  of  the  Lady  Hermione ; 
and  the  rather  that  the  mystery  annexed  to  the 
person  of  her  monitress  was  in  her  mind  early 
associated  with  a  vague  idea  of  wealth  and  im- 
portance, which  had  been  rather  confirmed  than 
lessened  by  many  accidental  circumstances  which 
she  had  noticed  unce  she  was  more  capable  of 
observation- 
It  frequently  happens,  that  the  coundl  which 
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we  reckon  intnuiTe  when  offered  to  iis  unasked, 
becomes  precious  in  our  eyes  wlien  the  pressure 
of  difficulties  renders  us  more  diffident  of  our 
own  judgment  than  we  aie  apt  to  find  ourselyes 
in  the  hours  of  ease  and  indifference;  and  this 
is  more  espedally  the  case  if  we  suppose  that  our 
adviser  may  also  possess  power  and  indination 
to  back  his  counsel  with  effectual  asmstance.  Ifis* 
tress  Margaret  was  now  in  that  situation.  She 
was,  or  believed  herself  to  be,  in  a  condition  where 
both  advice  and  assistance  might  be  necessary ; 
and  it  was  therefore,  after  an  anxious  and  sleep- 
less night,  that  she  resolved  to  have  recourse  to 
the  Lady  Hermione,  who  she  knew  would  rea. 
dily  afford  her  the  one,  and,  as  she  hoped,  might 
also  possess  means  of  giving  her  the  other.  The 
conversation  between  them  will  best  explain  the 
purpcnrt  of  the  visit 
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CHAPTEB  VIII. 

B  J  this  good  light,  s  wench  of  matchlfw  metUe  t 
Thif  woe  s  leagaer-lut  to  lofe  « ibldior. 
To  bind  his  wounds,  and  kiss  his  Uoody  brow. 
And  sing  a  nrandd  as  she  he!p*d  to  ann  him. 
Though  thenmgfa  foeman's  druins  wen  beat  lo  nigh, 
Thef  seem*d  to  bear  the  buzden* 

OldPtay. 

Whbh  Mistress  Margaret  entered  the  FoU 
jambe  apartment,  she  found  the  inmates  employ* 
ed  in  thdr  usual  manner ;  the  lady  in  reading, 
and  her  attendant  in  embroidering  A  laige  piece 
of  tapestry,  which  had  occupied  her  ever  unoe 
Margaret  had  been  first  admitted  within  these 
seduded  chambers. 

Hermione  nodded  kindly  to  her  visitq^,  but 
did  not  speak ;  and  Mai|;aret,  accustomed  to  this 
reception,  and  in  the  present  case  not  sorry  for 
it,  as  it  gave  her  an  interval  too^eether  tfioughts, 
stooped  over  Moana  Paula'^s  frame,  and  observed. 
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in  a  half  whisper,  **  You  were  just  so  &r  as  that 
rose,  Monna,  whea  I  first  saw  you— see,  there  is 
the  mark  where  I  had  the  bad  luck  to  spoil  the 
flower  in  trying  to  catch  the  stitch— I  was  little 
above  fifteen  then.  These  flowers  make  me  an 
old  woman,  Monna  Paula.^ 

**  I  wish  they  could  make  you  a  wise  one,  my 
child,*^  answered  Monna  Paula,  in  whose  esteem 
pretty  Mistress  Margaret  did  not  stand  quite  so 
high  as  in  that  of  her  patroness ;  partly  owing  to 
her  natural  austerity,  which  was  something  into- 
lerant of  youth  and  guety,  and  partly  to  the  jea- 
lousy with  which  a  favourite  domestic  regards  any 
one  whom  she  considers  as  a  sort  of  rival  in  the 
affections  of  her  mistress. 

**  What  is  it  you  say  to  Monna,  little  one  T 
asked  the  lady. 

**  Nothing,  madam,^  replied  Mistress  Marga* 
ret,  <*  but  that  I  have  seen  the  real  flowers  blos- 
som three  times  over  nnce  I  first  saw  Monna 
Paula  working  in  her  canvas  garden,  and  her 
violets  have  not  budded  yet.* 

<<  True,  Iady4)ird,*  replied  Hermiooe ;  <<  but 
the  buds  that  are  longest  in  btossoming  wiH  last 
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the  longest  in  flower.  You  have  seen  tbcm  in  the 
garden  bloom  thrice,  but  you  have  seen  them  fade 
thrice  also ;  now,  Monna  Paula'^s  will  remain  in 
blow  for  ever— they  will  fear  neither  frost  nor 
tempest.^ 

<*  True,  madam,^  answered  Mistress  Marga^ 
ret ;  '*  but  neither  have  they  life  or  odour.** 

**  That,  little  one,**  replied  the  recluse,  "  is  to 
compare  a' life  agitated  by  hope  and  fear,  and 
chequered  with  success  and  disappointment,  and 
fevered  by  the  effects  of  love  and  hatred,  a  life  of 
passion  and  of  feeling,  saddened,  and  shorlJbned  by 
its  exhausting  alternations,  to  a  calm  and  tranquil 
estistence,  animated  but  by  li  sense  of  duties,  and 
onlyemployed,  duringitssmooth  and  quiet  course, 
in  the  unwearied  discharge  of  them.  Is  that  the 
moral  of  your  answer  ?'* 

'<  I  do  not  know,  madam,**  answered  Mistress 
Margaret ;  ^*  but  of  all  birds  in  the  air,  I  would 
rather  be  the  lark,  that  sings  while  he  is  drifting 
down  the  summer  breeze,  than  the  weather-cock 
that  sticks  fast  yonder  upon  his  iron  perch,  and 
just  moves  so  much  as  to  discharge  his  duty,  and 
tell  us  which  way  the  wind  blows;.** 
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^  Metaphors  are  no  arguments,  my  jwetty 
maiden,^  said  the  Lady  Hermione,  smiling. 

<M  am  sorry  fcNr  thaty  madam,^  answered 
Margaret ;  *^  tat  they  are  sudi  a  pret^  indirect 
way  of  teUing  one^s  mind  when  it  differs  from 
one^s  betters— besides,  cm  thb  subject  there  is  no 
end  of  them,  and  they  are  so  ciyil  and  becoming 
withaL^ 

*<  Indeed  r*  replied  the  lady ;  <<  iH  me  hear 
some  of  them,  I  pray  you.^ 

<<  It  would  be,  for  example,  very  bold  in  me,^ 
said  Miigaret,  '*  to  say  to  your  ladyship,  that, 
rather  than  live  a  quiet  life,  I  would  like  a  little 
variety  of  hope  and  fear,  and  Uking  and  dislikmg 
— and— -and-«^md  the  other  sort  of  feelings  which 
your  ladyship  is  pleased  to  speak  of;  but  I  may 
say  firedy,  and  without  blame,  that  I  like  a  but- 
terfly better  than  a  beetle,  or  a  trembling  aspoi 
better  than  a  grim  Scoh  fir,  that  never  wags  a 
leaf— or  that  of  all  the  wood,  brass,  and  wire  that 
ever  my  father^s  fingers  put  together,  I  do  hate 
and  detest  a  certain  huge  old  dock  of  the  Ger- 
man fashion,  that  rings  hours  and  half  hoUk^,  and 
quarters  and  half  quarters,  as  if  it  was  of  such 
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ooDsequenoe  that  the  wcnld  should  know  il  was 
wound  up  and  g(ung.  Now,  dearest  lady,  I  wish 
you  would  only  oompaie  that  dumsy,  dangu 
ing,  Dutch-looking  piece  of  lumber,  with  the 
beautiful  time-piece  that  Master  Heriot  caused 
my  father  make  for  your  ladyship,  which  uses  to 
play  a  hundred  merry  tunes,  and  turns  out,  when 
it  strikes  the  hour,  a  whole  band  of  morricfrdan- 
cers,  to  trip  the  hays  to  the  measure.^ 

^*  And  which  of  these  time-pieces  goes  the  tru- 
est, Margaret?^  said  the  lady. 

**  I  must  confess,  the  old  Dutchman  has  the 
advantage  in  that-^*"  said  Margaret  '^  I  fancy 
you  are  right,  madam,  and  that  comparisons  are 
no  arguments ;  at  least  mine  has  not  brought  me 
through.^ 

*^  Upon  my  word,  maiden  Margaret,^  said  the 
lady,  smiling,  **  you  have  been  of  late  thinking 
very  much  of  these  matters.^ 

^^  Perhaps  too  much,  madam,^  said  Margaret, 
so  low  as  only  to  be  heard  by  the  lady,  behind 
the  back  of  whose  chur  she  had  now  placed  her- 
self.   The  words  were  spoken  very  gravely,  and 
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aocompanied  by  a  half  sigh,  which  did  not  escape 
the  attention  of  her  to  whom  thej  were  address- 
ed. The  Lady  Henmone  turned  immediately 
round,  and  looked  earnestly  at  Margaret,  then 
paused  for  a  moment,  and  finally  commanded 
Monna  Paula  to  carry  her  frame  and  embroideiy 
into  the  anti-chamber.  'When  they  were  left 
alone,  she  desired  her  young  friend  to  cqpne  from 
behind  the  chair,  on  the  back  of  which  she  still 
rested,  and  sit  down  beside  her  upon  a  stool. 

<^  I  will  reraun  thus,  madam,  under  your  ftif- 
vour,^  answered  the  girl,  without  changing  her 
posture ;  <*  I  would  rather  you  heard  me  without 
seeing  me.^ 

**  In  God^s  name,  maiden,^  returned  her  pa- 
troness, **  what  is  it  you  can  have  to  say  that 
may  not  be  uttered  face  to  face,  to  so  true  a  friend 
as  I  am  P"" 

Without  making  any  direct  answer,  Marga- 
ret only  rejdied,  **  You  were  right,  dearest  lady, 
when  you  said  I  had  suffered  my  feelings  too 
much  to  engross  me  of  late.  I  have  done  very 
wrong,  and  you  will  be  angry  with  me«*40  will 

1 
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my  godfather,  but  I  cannot  help  it— he  must  be 
rescued.'* 

**  Be  V*  repeated  the  lady,  with  emphasis ; 
<^  that  brief  little  word  does  indeed  so  far  explain 
your  mystery ;  but  come  from  behind  the  chair, 
you  ally  popinjay.  I  will  wager  you  have  suf- 
fered yonder  gay  young  apprentice  to  sit  too  near 
your  heaft  I  have  not  heard  you  mention  young 
Vincent  for  many  a  day— perhaps  he  has  not 
been  out  of  mouth  and  out  of  mind  both.  Have 
you  been  so  foolish  as  to  let  him  speak  to  you  se- 
riously ?     I  am  told  be  is  a  bold  youth.^ 

^'  Not  bold  enough  to  say  any  thing  that  could 
displease  me,  madam,^  sud  Margaret. 

^  Perhaps,  then,  you  were  not  displeased,^— 
smd  the  lady ;  '*  or  perhaps  he  has  not  spokefij 
which  would  be  wiser  and  better.  Be  open- 
hearted,  my  love— your  god>father  will  soon  re- 
turn, and  we  will  take  him  into  our  consultations. 
If  the  young  man  is  industrious,  and  come  of 
honest  parentage,  his  poverty  may  be  no  such 
insurmountable  obstacle.  But  you  are  both  of 
you  very  young,  Margaret— I  know  your  god- 

VOL.  11.  M 
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father  will  expect  that  the  youth  shall  first  serve 
out  his  apprenticeship.^ 

Margaret  had  hitherto  suffered  the  lady  to 
proceed)  under  the  mistaken  impression  whidi 
she  had  adopted,  simply  because  she  could  not 
tell  how  to  interrupt  her ;  but  pure  deipite  at 
hearing  her  last  words  gave  her  boldness  at 
lei^h  to  say,  '*  I  crave  your  pardon^  madam ; 
but  neither  the  youth  you  mention^  nx  any  ap- 
prentice or  master  within  the  dty  of  Londcm— ^ 

^*  Margaret,^  said  the  lady,  in  reply,  ^  the 
contemptuous  tone  with  whidi  you  mention  those 
of  your  own  class— many  hundreds^  if  not  thou- 
sands, of  whom^  are  in  all  respects  better  than 
yourself,  and  would  greatly  honour  you  by  think* 
ingof  you— is,methinks^  no  warrant  for  the  wis* 
dom  of  your  choioe^or  a  choice  it  seems  thoe 
is.  Who  is  it,  maiden,  to  whom  you  haye  thus 
rashly  attached  yourself^rashly  I  fear  it  must 
her 

"  It  is  the  young  Scottish  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
madam,^  answered  Margaret9  in  a  low  and  mo- 
dest tone,  but  sufficiently  firm,  consideriiig  the 
subject. 


THE  FeRTITKKS  OF  N1GFL.  179 

<<  The  young  Lord  of  GlenTarlodi  T  repcau 
ed  the  lady,  in  great  nirpiiae,*-*^  Maiden,  you 
are  distracted  in  your  wita.^ 

<<  I  knew  you  vould  say  so,  madam,*  answer, 
ed  ICaigaiet ;  *Mt  is  what  another  person  has 
ahready  told  me  it  is  perhaps  what  all  the  world 
would  tell  me— it  is  what  I  am  sometimes  dispo- 
sed  to  tell  mysdf.  But  look  at  me,  madam,  ibr 
I  will  now  come  before  you,  and  tell  me  if  there 
is  nnadness  or  distraction  in  my  look  and  word, 
when  I  repeat  to  you  again,  that  I  have  fixed  my 
afiecdoBS  on  this  young  nobleman.^ 

^  If  there  is  not  madness  in  your  look  or 
word,  mmden,  there  is  infinite  foUy  in  what  you 
say,*  answered  the  Lady  Hermione,  shaiply. 
'*  When  did  you  ever  hear  that  misplaced  love 
iHOUglit  any  thing  but  misery  ?  Seek  a  match 
among  your  equals,  Margaret,  and  escape  the 
eountless  kinds  of  risk  and  misery  that  must  at- 
tend an  affection  beyond  your  degree,«»*Why  do 
you  smile,  maiden  ?  Is  there  aught  to  cause  scorn 
in  what  IsayT 

*<  Surely  no,  madaao,*  answered  Margaret*- 
*'  I  only  smiled  to  think  how  it  should  happen, 
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that,  while  rank  made  such  a  wide  diflSsrence  be- 
tween creatures  formed  from  the  same  clay,  the 
wit  of  the  vulgar  should,  nevertheless,  jump  so 
exactly  the  same  length  with  that  of  the  acoom* 
plished  and  the  exalted.  It  is  but  the  variation 
of  the  phrase  which  divides  them.  Bame  Urs- 
ley  told  me  the  very  same  thing  which  your  U- 
dyship  has  but  now  uttered ;  only  you,  madam, 
talk  of  countless  misery,  and  Dame  Ursley  spoke 
of  the  gallows,  and  Mistress  Turner  who  was 
hanged  upon  it^ 

<<  Indeed  r*  answered  the  Lady  Hermione ; 
*'  and  who  may  Dame  Ursley  be,  that  your  vnae 
ch<Nce  has  assodated  with  me  in  the  difficult  task 
of  advising  a  fool  ?^ 

^*  The  barber^s  wife  at  next  door,  madam,^ 
answered  Margaret,  with  feigned  amplictty,  but 
far  from  being  sorry  at  heart  that  she  had  found 
an  indirect  mode  of  mortifying  her  monitress. 
'^  She  is  the  wisest  woman  that  I  know,  next  lo 
your  ladyship.^ 

**  A  proper  confidante,^  said  the  lady,  <<  and 
chosen  with  the  same  delicate  sense  of  what  is 
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due  to  yourself  and  others.  But  what  ails  you, 
maiden— -where  are  you  gcnng  ?^ 

**  Only  to  ask  Dame  Ursley^s  adyice,^  said 
Margaret,  as  if  about  to  depart ;  '*  for  I  see 
your  ladyship  is  too  angry  to  pve  me  any,  and 
the  emergency  is  pressing.^ 

^  What  emergency,  thou  simple  one  7^  said 
the  lady,  in  a  kinder  tone.  <<  Sit  down,  maiden, 
and  tell  me  your  tale.— It  is  true  you  are  a  fool, 
and  a  petted  fool  to  boot ;  but  then  you  are  a 
child-— an  amiable  child,  with  all  your  sdf-willed 
f<dly,  and  we  must  help  you,  if  we  can.  Sit  down, 
I  say^  as  you  are  denred,  and  you  will  find  me  a 
safer  and  wiser  counsellor  than  the  barber-wo* 
man.  And  tell  me  how  you  come  to  suppose 
that  you  have  fixed  your  heart  unalterably  upon 
a  man  whom  you  have  seen,  as  I  think,  but 
<moe.^ 

<'  I  have  seen  him  oftener,*^  said  the  damsel, 
looking  down ;  ^  but  I  have  only  spoken  with 
him  once.  I  should  have  been  able  to  get  that 
once  out  of  my  head,  though  the  impressbn  was  so 
deep  that  I  could  even  now  repeat  every  trifling 
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woidhesaid;  but  other  ihingiliaTe  bugs  met- 
ted  it  in  my  boeom  for  ewetJ^ 

^  Maiden,^  replied  the  lady,  ^^fir  every  is  the 
word  which  comeft  most  lightly  on  the  lips  m 
siidi  dicumstanoesy  but  whidi,  not  the  leas,  is 
almost  the  last  that  we  should  use.  The  fii- 
dnon  of  this  worid,  its  pawaons,  its  joys^  and  its 
soRowSy  pass  awir^  like  the  winged  breete— 
there  is  nought  for  evor  but  that  whidi  bekv^ 
to  the  world  beyond  the  grave.^ 

*^  You  have  corrected  me  justly,  madam/* 
aaid  Maigaret,  calmly ;  *^  I  ought  only  to  haie 
qpoken  of  my  present  state  of  mind,  as  what  will 
last  me  for  my  life  time,  which  unquestionaUy 
may  be  but  short.^ 

<«  And  what  is  there  in  this  Scottidi  kivd  that 
can  rivet  what  concerns  him  so  dosdy  in  your 
fancy  7^  said  the  lady.  '*  I  admit  him  a  person- 
able man,  for  I  have  seen  him,  and  I  will  sup- 
pose him  courteous  and  agreeable.  Butwhatare 
his  accomplishments  besides,  for  these  surdy  are 
not  uncommon  attributes?^ 

*'  He  is  unfortunate,  madam— most  unfortu* 
nate  —  and  surrounded  by  snares  of  different 
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kindfl^  ingeniously  contrived  to  ruin  his  charac* 
ter,  destroy  his  estate,  and  perhaps  to  reach  even 
his  life.  These  schemes  have  been  devised  by^ 
avarice  originally,  but  they  are  now  followed 
close  by  vindictive  ambition,  animated,  I  think, 
by  the  absolute  and  concentrated  spirit  of  malice ; 
for  the  Lord  Dalgamo        ^ 

**  Here,  Monna  Paula — Monna  Paula  !^  ex* 
claimed  the  Lady  Hermione,  interrupting  her 
young  friend^s  narrative.  ^*  She  hears  me  not,^ 
she  answered,  rising  and  going  out,  *^  I  must 
seek  her-— I  will  return  instandy.^  She  return- 
ed accordingly  very  soon  after.  *<  You  mention- 
ed a  name  which  I  thought  was  familiar  to  me,^ 
she  said ;  **  but  Monna  Paula  has  put  me  right. 
I  know  nothing  of  your  lord— how  was  it  you 
named  him  ?^ 

**  Lord  Dalgamo,^  said  Margaret ;— "  the 
wickedest  man  who  lives.  Under  pretence  of 
friendship,  he  introduced  the  Lord  Glenvarloch 
to  a  gambling-house,  with  the  purpose  of  enga- 
ging him  in  deep  play ;  but  he  with  whom  the 
perfidious  traitor  had  to  deal,  was  too  virtuous, 
moderate,  and  cautious,  to  be  caught  in  a  snare 
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floopeD.  What  did  thej next,  but  turn  hUowQ 
moderation  against  him^  and  posuade  othon 
that,  because  he  would  not  beocnne  the  prey  of 
wolves,  he  herded  with  them  for  a  share  of  thdr 
booty !  And  while  thb  base  Lord  Dalgamo  was 
thus  undermining  his  unsuspecting  countryman, 
he  took  every  measure  to  keep  him  surrounded 
by  creatures  of  his  own,  to  prevent  him  from 
attending  court,  and  mixing  with  those  of  his  pro- 
per rank.  Bmce  the  Gunpowder  Treason,  there 
never  was  a  conspiracy  more  deeply  laid,  more 
basely  and  more  deliberately  pursued.^ 

The  lady  smiled  sadly  at  MargareCs  vehe. 
mence,  but  nghed  the  next  moment,  while  she 
told  her  young  friend  how  little  she  knew  the 
world  she  was  about  to  live  in,  since  she  testified 
so  much  surprise  at  finding  it  full  of  vilhuny. 

'*  But  by  what  means,^  she  added,  **  could 
you,  maiden,  become  possessed  of  the  secret  views 
of  a  man  so  cautious  as  Lord  Dalgamo— as  vil- 
lains in  general  are  ?^ 

<*  Permit  me  to  be  secret  on  that  subject,^  said 
the  miuden ;  ^*  I  could  not  tell  you  without  be> 
traying  others— let  it  suffice  that  my  udings  are 
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as  certain  as  the  means  by  which  I  acquindthem 
are  secret  and  sure.  But  I  must  not  tell  them 
even  to  you.** 

*<  You  are  too  bold,  Margaret,^  said  the  lady, 
<<  to  traffic  in  such  matters  at  your  early  age— it 
is  not  only  dangerous,  but  even  unbecoming  and 
unmaidenly.^ 

'^  I  knew  you  would  say  that  also,^  said  Mar- 
garet, with  more  meekness  and  patience  than  she 
usually  shewed  on  receiving  reproof ;  *^  but  God 
knows,  my  heart  acquits  me  of  every  other  feel- 
ing save  that  of  the  wish  to  assist  this  most  inno- 
cent and  betrayed  man.— I  contrived  to  send  him 
warning  of  hb  friend'^s  falsehood ; — alas !  my  care 
has  only  hastened  his  utter  ruin,  unless  speedy 
aid  be  found.  He  charged  his  false  friend  with 
treachery,  and  drew  on  him  in  the  Park,  and  is 
now  liable  to  the  fatal  penalty  due  for  breach  of 
privilege  of  the  King^s  palace.** 

<*  This  is  indeed  an  extraordinary  tale,^  said 
Hermione ;  *'  is  Lord  Glenvarloch  then  in  pri^- 
son?"* 

*<  No,  madam,  thank  Gcxi,  but  in  the  sanctu- 
ary at  Whitefriars— it  is  matter  of  doubt  whether 
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it  will  protect  him  in  Buch  a  case-^ey  speak  of 
a  warrant  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice-— A  gen- 
tleman of  the  Temple  has  been  arrested  and  is  in 
trouble,  for  having  asasted  him  in  his  flight- 
Even  hb  taking  temporary  refuge  in  that  base 
place,  though  from  extreme  necessity,  will  be 
used  to  the  further  de£Euning  him.  All  this  I 
know,  and  yet  I  cannot  rescue  him— cannot  re- 
scue him  save  by  your  means.^ 

**  By  my  means,  maiden  ?**  said  the  lady— 
^  you  are  bende  yourself !— What  means  can  I 
possess  in  this  secluded  atuation,  of  as»sting  tfab 
unfortunate  nobleman  ?^ 

**  You  have  means,^  said  Margaret  eagerly^; 
<<  you  have  those  means,  unless  I  mistake  great- 
ly,  which  can  do  any  thing— can  do  every  thing, 
in  this  <dty,  in  this  world— you  have  wealth,  and 
the  command  of  a  small  portion  of  it  will  enable 
me  to  extricate  him  from  his  present  danger.  He 
will  be  enabled  and  directed  how  to  make  his 
escape— and  I— — .''^  she  paused. 

*^  Will  accompany  him,  doubtless,  and  reap 

the  fruits  of  your  sage  exertions  in  his  behalf,"^ 

siud  the  Lady  Hermione,  ironically. 

li 
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^^  May  heaven  forgiFe  you  the  unjust  thought^ 
lady y^  answered  Maigarat.  <<  I  will  never  see  him 
more  but  I  shallhavesaved  him^and  the  thought 
shall  make  me  ha]^y.^ 

<<  A  eold  conclusion  to  so  bold  and  warm  a 
fiame,^  said  the  lady  inth  asmile^  which  seemed 
to  intimate  incredulity. 

^  It  is^  however,  the  only  one  which  I  expect, 
madan^I  could  afanost  say  the  only  one  which 
I  wisk— I  am  sure  I  will  use  no  efforts  to  bring 
about  any  other ;  if  I  am  bold  in  his  cause,  I  am 
timorous  enough  in  my  own.  During  our  only 
interview  I  was  unable  to  speak  a  word  with  him. 
He  knows  not  the  sound  of  my  voice  and  all 
that  I  have  risked,  and  must  yet  risk,  I  am  doing 
for  one^  who^  were  he  asked  the  question,  would 
say  he  has  long  unce  forgotten  that  he  ever  saw, 
qpoke  with,  or  sat  beride  a  <areature,  of  so  litde 
signification  as  I  am.^ 

^<  This  is  a  strange  and  unreasonable  mdul- 
genoe  of  a  pasrion  equally  fanciful  and  danger* 
ous,^  said  die  Lady  Hermione. 

'*  You  will  nai  assist  me  then  ?^  said  Margaret ; 
^'  have  good-day  then,  madam-^my  secret,  I  trust, 
is  safib  in  such  honourable  keeping."^ 
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<<  Tarry  yet  a  little/'  said  the  lady,  '^  and  tdl 
me  what  resource  you  have  to  assist  this  youth, 
if  you  were  supplied  with  money  to  put  it  in  mo- 
tion.'' 

<<  It  is  superfluous  to  ask  me  the  question,  ma- 
dam," answered  Margaret,  **  unless  you  purpose 
to  assist  me ;  and  if  you  do  so  purpose,  it  is  still 
supo'fluous.  Yok  could  not  undersUnd  the 
means  I  must  use,  and  time  is  too  brief  to  ex- 
plain.** 

.'^  But  have  you  in  reality  such  means  ?**  said 
the  lady. 

^<  I  have,  with  the  command  of  a  moderate 
sum,**  answered  Margaret  Ramsay,  *'  the  power 
of  baffling  all  his  enemies— of  eluding  the  passion 
oi  the  irritated  Eang— the  colder  but  more  de- 
termined  displeasure  of  the  Prince— the  vindic- 
tive spirit  of  Buckingham,  so  hastily  cUrected 
against  whomsoever  crosses  the  path  of.  his  am* 
bition-— the  cold,  concentrated  malice  of  Lord 
Dal^mo— all,  I  can  baffle  them  all !" 

^*  But  is  this  to  be  done  without  your  own  per- 
sonal risk,  Margaret?''  repUed  the  lady  ;  "  for  be 
your  purpose  what  it  will,  you  ore  not  to  peril 
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your  own  reputation  or  person,  in  the  romantic 
attempt  of  aerring  another ;  and  I,  maiden,  am 
answerable  to  your  god-father, — to  your  benefae- 
tor,  and  my  own, — ^not  to  aid  you  in  any  danger- 
ous or  unworthy  enterprize«^ 

^^^  Depend  upon  my  word,— any  oath,*-deare8t 
lady,^  replied  the  suppliant,  *'  that  I  will  act  by 
the  agency  of  others,  and  do  not  myself  design 
to  mingle  in  any  enterprize  in  which  my  appear- 
ance might  be  either  perilous  or  unwomanly.^ 

'^  I  know  not  what  to  do,^  said  the  Lady  Her- 
mione ;  ^'  it  is  perhaps  incautious,  inconsiderate 
in  me  to  lud  so  wild  a  project ;  yet  the  end  seems 
honourable,  if  the  means  be  sure— what  is  the  pe- 
nalty if  he  fall  into  their  hands  ?^ 

**  Alas,  alas  !  .the  loss  of  his  right  hand,^  re- 
plied Margaret,  her  voice  almost  stifled  with 
sobs. 

^^  Are  the  laws  of  England  so  cruel  ?  then  there 
is  mercy  in  heaven  alone,^  said  the  lady,  **  since, 
even  in  this  free  land,  men  are  wolves  to  each 
other. — Compose  yourself,  Margaret,  and  tell  me 
what  money  is  necessary  to  secure  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch'^s  escape.^ 
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«<  Two  hundred  ineoes,^  relied  Maigarei; 
*<  I  would  speak  to  you  of  restoriog  Ihem^^ad 
I  must  one  day  have  the  poweiv-*anly  that  I 
know^— 4hat  is,  I  think— your  kdyship  is  indif- 
ferent on  that  score.** 

<<  Not  a  word  more  of  it»*  said  the  lady,  <<call 
Monna  Paula  hither.^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Credit  nw,  friend,  it  hath  been  ever  thus, 

Since  the  Ark  rested  on  Mount  Aramt 

Pidse  man  bath  sworn,  and  woman  bath 

Repented  and  reproachM,  and  then  believed  once  more. 

The  Nem  Worlds 


Bt  the  time  that  Margaret  returned  with  Mon- 
na  Paula,  the  Lady  Hermione  was  rifling  frcnn 
the  table  at  which  she  had  been  engaged  in  wri« 
ting  something  on  a  small  slip  of  paper,  which 
she  gave  to  her  attendant. 

*'  Monna  Paula,^  she  said, ''  cany  this  paper 
to  Roberts  the  cash-keeper;  let  him  give  you 
the  money  mentioned  in  the  note,  and  bring  it 
hither  presently.*" 

Moona  Paula  left  the  room,  and  her  mistress 
proceeded: 

<'  I  do  not  know,^  she  said,  ^<  Margaret,  if  I 
have  done,  and  am  doing,  well  in  this  affair.   My 
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life  has  been  one  of  strange  sedusion,  and  I  am  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  practical  ways  of  this 
world — an  ignorance  which  I  know  cannot  be  re- 
medied by  mere  reading.— I  fear  I  am  dcnng  wrong 
to  you,  and  perhaps  to  the  laws  of « the  country 
which  a£Pords  me  refuge,  by  thus  indulg^g  your 
and  yet  there  is  something  in  my  heart  which 
cannot  resist  your  entreaties.^ 

*<  O,  Usten  to  it-— listen  to  it,  dear  generous 
lady  !^  said  Margaret,  throwing  herself  on  her 
knees  and  grasping  those  of  her  benefactress,  and 
looking  in  that  attitude  like  a  beautiful  mortal 
in  the  act  of  supplicating  her  tutelary  angel; 
'^  the  laws  of  men  are  but  the  injunctions  of  mor- 
tality, but  what  the  heart  prompts  is  the  echo  of 
the  voice  from  heaven  within  us.^ 

^'  Rise,  rise,  maiden,^  said  Hermione ;  ^^  you 
affect  me  more  than  I  thought  I  could  have  been 
moved  by  aught  that  should  approach  me.  Rise 
and  tell  me  whence  it  comes,  that,  in  so  short  a 
time,  your  thoughts,  your  looks,  your  speech,  and 
even  your  slightest  actions,  are  changed  from 
those  of  a  capricious  and  fanciful  girl,  to  aQ  this 

15 
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energy  and  impatfKHied  doquence  of  void  and 


action.** 


*<  I  am  sure  I  know  not,  dearest  lady,*  said 
Margaret,  looking  down ;  *'  but  I  suppose  that 
when  I  was  a  trifler,  I  was  only  thinking  of  trifles. 
What  I  now  reflect  is  deep  and  serious,  and  I 
am  thankful  if  my  speech  and  manner  bear  rea-^ 
smable  proportion  to  my  thoughts.^ 

'<  It  must  be  so,^  said  the  lady;  ^ yet  the 
change  seeftia  a  rapid  and  strange  one.  It  seems 
to  be  as  if  a  childish  girl  had  at  onoe  shot  up  in:* 
to  a  deep-thinking  and  impassioned  woman,  rea- 
dy to  make  exertions  alike,  and  sacrifices,  with 
all  that  vain  devotion  to  a  favoured  object  of  a& 
fection,  which  ia  often  so  basely  rewarded.^   ' 

The  Lady  Hermione  sighed  bitterly,  and 
Monna  Paula  entered  ere  the  conversation  pro- 
ceeded farther.  She  spoke  to  her  mistress  in  the 
fordgn  language  in  which  they  frequently  con- 
versed, but  which  was  unknown  to  Margaret  : 

«  We  must  have  patience  for  a'time,^  said  the 
lady  to  her  visitor ;  ^^  the  cash-keeper  ia  abroad 
on  some  business,  but  he  b  expected  home  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour.** 

vot.  II.  N 
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MaBgaicft  wra^g;  bsr  hin^n  »  tesoitian  and 
impadenoe. 

'^  Mkiulefl  ara  |ireaoua^^  e^ntiMved  the  lad j, 
^  that  I  am  wdl  awace  oC^  and  we  will  at  lfl«e 
■uflnr  none  of  thea  to  escape  ua.  Moaaa  Paula 
Aatt  leiBBUi  below  aad  tranaaet  our  buaiiieas  tke 
very  ioafant  that  Bobtfta  ictuiw  hoaae.^ 

She  spoke  to  her  attcndaat  aoosrdiDgly,  who 
agan  left  the  foom. 

^  You  ase  irerjr  kiiid»  madam  "^feiy  good»* 
said  the  poor  Kttle  Margarety  while  the  aniiDttS 
IrswMiny  of  her  lip  and  of  her  hand  shewed  aB 
thai  uekemng  agtlatioa  of  the  heart  wUdi  arises 
fioedi  hope  dcfinved* 

Be  pasient,  Margsrst^and  coHeet  jooradf  * 
the  lady;  '^yoomny^^you  mutt  hove  anidi 
to  do  to  cany  through  this  your  bold  puipoae-* 
reserve  your  qpiriiBy  irfncfa  yen  may  need  ao  modi 
««-be  patient— 4t  la  the  only  rensdy  agiinat  the 
evils  of  hfeu"* 

**  Yesy  madam,*  and  Margaret,  wiping  her 
oye%  and  endeavouring  in  vain  to  suppreaa  the 
natural  impatienqe  of  her  temper.F-»«  I  have 
heard  so— very  often  indeed ;  awd  I  dare  ssy  I 
have  myself,  heaven  forgive  me,  said  so  to  people 


« 
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iff  p^lei^ity  and  aQic^w ;  ^i|t  it  wfi^  b^oiA  I 
l)a4  fuffered  perplexity  904  Texi^ipp  v^fifiVp 
Mp4  lam  sure  I  will  nerter  pretieb  pfitie^^p^ (9 an j 
If Wfan  heiDg  i^gaio,  qow  that  I  kppF  UpV  wucli 
the  in^diqn^  gpef  ag^bft  t)^  itcm^b."* 

«f  y<m  viu  thiols  b^tt^  pC  i|>  iw^/*  «^i4 

the Is^  Qmdiop^;  *'  1 4flP»  Fl)fP  I  fii:?t  fel^ 
diitneMy  tbougl^t  they  did  me  ifiqp^  ifhp  qppke 
to  me  of  patieiH^ ;  hut  mj  epnt^ws  hare  be^  r^ 
peated  ^d  ppp^i^ued  tiU  I  bure  b^ep  laqgbt  to 
cUof  to  if;  as  tlfe  b^t^  and-rreUu^lpil^  d^ti^  ^- 
c^pted,  of  vbicb  indeed  patienpe  f<^7n.»  9  pwVrr 
the  onlj  aUevi^oQ  vbicb  ^e  caQ  i^ord  the^.**^ 
Margiuettijfbp  i^ther  Fi^t^  aepQenor  feeliog, 
Ifiped  her  tean  b»s%^  a»d  ^sl^ed  bpf  P«it|one8s> 
fingtyenesB  for  bev  p^tulapoe. 

<<  I  mifipht  b^Te  tbouj^t^ — ^  A^  wd,  ^'  I  oijghc 
to  baye  r^^ctfd^  that  eveo  from  tba  manner  c^ 
jour  £&»  m^am^  it  i^  plain  you  must  b^T^  ?Mf- 
f^tfd  flooroir ;  md  yi^ty  Qod  knows^  the  paticyape 
irbicb  I  havie  ev/er  b^u  yoju  d^4ay»  weU  entitle 
jrou  to  rqcoiFOTffld  fwx  own  eaoipyle  .to  others.* 

The  lady  was  aleut  fpr  #  mpQimV  w4  4^ 
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*^  Margaret,  I  am  about  to  repose  a  high  con- 
fidence in  you.  You  are  no  longer  a  child,  but  a 
thinking  and  a  feeling  woman— you  ha^e  told  me 
as  much  of  your  secret  as  you  dared — ^I  will  let 
you  know  as  much  of  mine  as  I  may  venture  to 
tell.  You  will  ask  me,  perhaps,  why,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  your  own  mind  is  agitated,  I  should 
force  upon  you  the  consideration  of  my  sorrows  ? 
and  I  answer,  that  I  cannot  withstand  the  im- 

r 

pulse  which  now  induces  me  to  do  sa  Perhaps 
from  having  witnessed,  for  the  first  time  these 
three  years,  the  natural  effects  of  human  passion, 
my  own  sorrows  have  been  awakened,  and  are  for 
the  moment  too  big  for  my  own  bosom-^perhaps 
I  may  hope  that  you,  who  seem  driving  full  sail 
on  the  very  rock  bn  which  I  was  wrecked  for 
ever,  will  take  warning  by  the  tale  I  have  to  tell. 
Enough,  if  you  are  willing  to  listen,  I  am  will- 
ing to  tell  you  who  the  melancholy  inhabitant 
of  the  Foljambe  apartment  really  is,  and  why  she 
resides  here.  It  will  serve,  at  least,  to  whUe 
away  the  time  undl  Monna  Paula  shall  bring  us 
the  reply  from  Roberts.'' 
At  any  other  moment  of  her  life  Margaret 
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amsay  would  have  heard,  with  undivided  in. 
tereat,  a  oommunication  so  flattering  in  itself^ 
and  referring  to  a  subject  upon  which  the  gene- 
ral curiosity  had  been  so  strongly  exdted.  And 
even  at  this  agitating  moment,  although  she  cea- 
sed not  to  listen  with  an  anxious  ear  and  throb- 
bing heart  for  the  sound  of  Monna  Faula^s  re- 
turning footsteps,  she  nevertheless,  as  gratitude 
.and  policy,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  curiosity  die* 
tated,  composed  herself,  in  appearance  at  least, 
to  the  strictest  attention  to  the  Lady  Hermione, 
and  thanked  her  with  humility  for  the  high  con« 
£dence  she  was  pleased  to  repose  in  her.  The 
Lady  Hermione,  with  the  same  calmness  which 
always  attended  her  speech  and  actions,  thus  re* 
counted  her  story  to  her  young  friend : 

*^  My  father,^  she  sud,  **  was  a  merchant,  but 
he  was  of  a  city  whose  merchants  are  princes.  I 
am  the  daughter  of  a  noble  house  in  Genoa, 
whose  name  stood  as  high  in  honour  and  in  anti- 
quity, as  any  inscribed  in  the  Golden  Register  of 
that  famous  aristocracy. 

*' My  mother  was  a  noble  Scotchwoman.  She 
was  desoended«-do  not  start«-and  not  remotely 
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de6d)en\}^9  of  tfieitousps  ioiF^enVari6cfa^-4fo  Wm* 
ier  thict  I  Diras  '6afi^7  led  tx>  take  conoeift  m  Afii 
foirfartirtesbfthiftyc/ungMVa.  Hbls'AijrtiearYe- 
uthiU}  itii  toy  tniothcl^  \nib  Hvvs  ttfore  nksii^iilfi^- 
cKMtly  proud  i!>f  1u*  d^SHeOt,  tUAy  fitAjght  YAe  M 

fa&er, «  didet  of  ^altlitoaite  t>f  61eWvari«di,  bad 
iblhiWl'tbefoirtilticfsafimuiihaptiyyb^idVe.Fiii^ 
dd  fiitridf  BothWeR,  Svlid,  ^^tnilr  fati^wmg  fis  m*. 
t^eb  h  Mny  a  fot^  vodrt,  ft  lai^  setdtiA 
in  Spian  ifpofi  u  inH^table  ^^nsioii,  whichlie  eai^ 
ed  by  oonfoi'iifit^g  to  tlie  Cadiofic  failSh.  iBiab^ 
OUfaunt,  tny  grandfiiflier,  fiepafafcid  fixi(Q%ixii  hi 
dxsgdst,  ^d  sdtded  at  Barddona,  iibete^  by  <be 
M^dldiip  df  the  goveriior,  bis  beresj,  as  it  iRrft 
tenned,  wte  cbrinivi^'^.  Itl[y  Yath^,  ih  the  ^tMfe 
t)f  te  conhdi^ree,  Tesidddihdie  at  Biibfceldiia  than 
in  Ms  nstdve  eotmtiy,  thdu^  at 'tiiii^^  VM^ 
^(Stenoa. 

'^'It'was&tBaredldtia'that  he  bedttaekfi^uiAitea 
Vitb  tuyttiother/lbyed  h^r,  ^d  mltriaed''ter;  (!i»fy 
di£Fered  m  faith,  but  they  ^e^lfa'aStefibn.  I 
'ipr&th^Ii'U%iiHira.  Ih^tiblicl'cOlifUhiiedtbthe 
^biMmifcs'kild  diirifiionfaa'^  fbcfeburth  df  4loiiie; 


but  mf  mothert  1^  wlMn  tlieie  mmc9  XfgBfdeA 
witli  honoTp  piiwitely  tmiaad  me  up  hi  tfaoie  of 
the  K&nrmed  iftl%ioii ;  and  my  &ther,  Mther  ink 
diffbEent  in  the  matter,  or  u»willk|g  to  distrem 
the  woman  irtiom  he  lofed^  overlooked  or  caaoL 
ved  at  my  «eeretly  joiniiig  in  her  devotions. 

^But  vfaeOf  unhflf(aly»my  father  waaottache^ 
wkiie  jot  in  the  prune  of  life,  by  a  dow  wasting 
diwraen,  ^ieh  he  tdi  toheineuiaU^  he  foieeaw 
the  haoard  to  which  Us  widow  and  orphan  might 
he  eqpoBed,  after  he  was  no  more,  in  a  country 
aolngolted'toCalhoIiotimaaSpaiBi.  He  made  it 
his  hiMinpsii,  duriog  the  two  last  jeta$  of  his  life, 
to  aealise  and  to  remit  to  Eogland  a  laige  part  of 
bis  ferlune,  whidi,  by  the  feith  and  honour  of 
UaoonreqiondeAt,  the  ea^eellent  man  under  whose 
roof  I  now  reside^  was  employed  to  great  advan* 
tage.  Had  my  fether  liyed  to  onmpletift  faSs  pur* 
pose,  by  withdrawing  his  whole  fortune  from^eoo^ 
meroe^  be  himself  would  have  aeoompanied  ns'to 
Bogland,  and  would  have  bdeld  us  settled  in 
peace  and  honour  befere  his  death.  ButHeaven 
bad  ordiiiiad  At  otherwise.   He  ^ed>  leaTiqg  *^ 
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Veral  sums  engaged  in  the  hands  of  his  Spanish 
debtors ;  and,  in  pardeular,  he  had  made  a  large 
and  extensive  consignment  to  a  certain  wealthy 
society  of  merchants  at  Madrid,  who  shewed  no 
wiUingness  after  his  death  to  account  for  the  pro- 
ceeds. Would  to  God  we  had  left  these  covetous 
and  wicked  men  in  possession  of  their  booty,  for 
such  they  seemed  to  hold  the  property  of  their  de- 
ceased correspondent  and  friend.  We  had  enough 
for  comfort,  and  even  splendour,  already  secuied 
in  England ;  but  friends  exclaimed  upon  thefbUy 
of  permitting  these  unprincipled  men  to  plunder 
us  of  our  rightful  property.  The  sum  itself  was 
large,  and  the  claim  having  been  made,  my  mo* 
ther  thought  that  my  father^s  memory  was  inte* 
rested  in  its  being  enforced,  especially  as  the  de- 
fences set  up  for  the  mercantile  sode^  went,^in 
some  degree,  to  impeach  the  fairness  of  his  trans- 
actions. 

*'  We  went  therefore  to  Madrid.  I  was  then,  my 
Margaret,  about  your  age,  young  and  thou^t- 
less,  as  you  have  hitherto  been— We  went,  I  say, 
to  Madrid,  to  solicit  the  protection  of  the  Court 
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and  of  the  King,  without  which  we  were  told  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  expect  justice  against  an 
opulent  and  powerftil  assodaticxi* 

^  Our  residence  at  the  Spanbh  metropolis  drew 
on  from  weeks  to  mcmths.  For  my  part,  mj  na« 
tund  sorrow  tor  a  kind,  though  not  a  fond  father, 
having  abated,  I  cared  not  if  the  law-suit  had  de- 
tained us  at  Madrid  for  ever.  My  mother  permit- 
ted herself  and  me  rather  more  liberty  than  we 
had  been  accustomed  ta  She  found  relations 
among  the  Scottish  and  Irish  officers,  many  of 
whom  held  a  high  rank  in  the  Spanish  armies ; 
thrir  wives  and  daughters  became  our  friends  and 
companions,  and  I  had  perpetual  oocaoon  to  ex« 
crcise  my  mother'^s  nadve  language,  wluch  I  had 
learned  from  my  infSmcy.  By  d^grees^  as  my  mo- 
therm's  spirits  were  low,  and  her  health  indifferent, 
she  was  induced,  by  her  partial  fondness  for  me, 
to  suffer  me  to  mingle  oocanonally  in  sodety 
which  she  herself  did  not  fkequent,  under  the 
goaidianship  of  sudt  ladies  as  she  imagined  she 
eoidd  trust,  and  particularly  under  the  care  of 
the  lady  of  a  general  officer,  whose  weakness  or 
falsehood  was  the  original  caiue  of  my  nusfo^- 


tunes.  I  WAS  m  gay^  Mai^vet^  «Dd  ihoii^^Akn 
*^I  ag«n  repeflt  it*-«8  you  ¥iei«  but  ktdy,  aad 
my  attention,  like  yount  beeuMwUenly  met- 
4ed  Co  one  olifect,  and  te  <iiie  let  of  Ceeliogs. 

^  The  penon  liy  whom  Aqr  mefe  cxtttad  was 
yotmg,  vuMtf  InadeoaM,  aeooiapUahed,  aacUicr, 
<and  a  BiiIob.  So  finr  t>iir  cases  are  nearly  p^ 
nlM ;  faut,  im^  Heaimi  foiliid  tkat  the  porelltl 
ahoidd  betsone  complete  I  This  auu^  so  Jioblsy 
so  fudjr  iSanned,  so  gifted,  and  so  brsyo  this 
piBofM^  forlfaft,  Maqgaret,  was  his  fittest  Hne, 
spake«f  loire  toa^^andl  Hstciied--CoMld  I 
poctUssbeeiityP  if  he  was  wealthy^  naUe^ 
h»g<>>desesnded,  I  dboiras  a  noble  and  an 
leatlh«TC88.  Itis  tnie,thatheneilherknewthe 
extflot  ef  aoyi&diei^  weakh,  nor  did  I  oamani- 
.inealetoiiiaii^Xtdoiiotevciireinemher  if  I  aiy- 
•setf  faMv  it  at  ibe  idme)  the  iuapoDlaat 
aftanoe,  ahat  Ae  fseater  fui  of  thttt'we 
teyaadliiegnBpfifaiiUtmigr  power^  aBimotiwh- 
jeet<o  liie^raoaiious  award  >of  aubitosgy  jadgas, 
Myiorerwiiglitthklk,  painfs»i»iDraB0th6rwas 
4esMua  die  world  at  laif;e  ihoidd  beliewe,  that 
ahnast  aur  whofelbrttBiedtpeflABd on  Oat  fmrn- 
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^tfte'^^  tatt«f  )ii1iidi  die  bad'countetaMed  out  of 
^Ikiy,  teiiigltf^  KMM  Ibat  the  loMmkdge  mlwtf 
^tlvePft  4MMM{g^  moMWd  0^ 
Ihrtdmb  t6  bfe^flaiid,  WMid  ki  no  ikape  od  tbe 

"^ety'ivilhlid  Yfetfre  acteiittve  views^if  my  fintmrie 
lAte  1t%»ft  IkMtM^  ty  the  fmWo,  i  beli^ 
4i6^%liMi  I^Ui  apcteldng^wtfsdtihstniieevein 
itit^Mt^itSmk  Rb^hadfaiiiMdrkitamtMffianit 
%6%iM'<>Mt&i^  b  d^c^iM  in  ooriSviroitr  in  the 
courts,  and  my  fortune,  reckoniqg  only  wlmfwat 
9ti  ^Splun,  n^otfld  dieii  "hme  iietsn  no  iniHinsider. 
^Me  -BOtt.  T6  l)e  brief,  wlialeif«r  might  be  hb 
•te<iciirto  dr  teMjiUtidn  f«r  iofer4»mmittiBg1mi^ 
'^If,  1ie'tq»|ilied<to  mywodieriartny'haDd,  ivdfh 
"iny  eofiMlttt  ttid  tfvowtol.  My  motfaoPs  judg. 
tterit^hiidl^ebMie  weriM*,  'buttfaer  pnaons'had 
iieodtaMe  \adte  'intoible  dw^  ii«r  incMMUig  tfL 


^^  You  M[iVe%M^d^>t'fl«febitCiMlMSi|)f Iheu^ 
fKMtdA  feuds,  of  irhidi  It  ittuy  be  tidd,>l&  tte 
language  of  Scripture,  Chat*ih^^fi<(rs<ett  i«tMr 
'gttltMSi, Md'ibe  tlMih ttf  tbediSarta'Mit'Set  on 
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edge.  Unhappily,  I  flhould  say  happitjf^  cooai^ 
dering  what  this  man  has  now  shewn  himadf, 
eome  such  strain  of  Inttemess  had  divided  his 
house  from  my  mother^  and  she  had  suooeeded 
to  the  inheritance  of  hatred.  When  he  asked  her 
for  my  hand,  she  was  no  longer  able  to  command 
her  passions'—she  raked  up  every  injury  whidi 
the  rival  families  had  mflicted  upon  each  other 
during  a  bloody  feud  of  two  centuries  heiyed 
him  with  epithets  of  scorn,  and  rejected  his  pro- 
posal of  alliance  as  if  it  had  come  from  the  basest 
of  mankind. 

*^  My  lover  retired  in  passion ;  and  I  remained 
to  weep  and  murmur  against  fortune,  and — I  will 
confess  my  fault— 4igainst  my  affectionate  paorent 
I  had  been  educated  with  different  feelings,  and 
the  traditions  of  the  feuds  and  quarrels  of  my 
mother's  family  in  Scotland,  which  were  to  her 
monuments  and  chronicles,  seemed  to  me  as  in- 
agnificant  and  unmeaning  as  the  actions  and  fan- 
taaes  of  Don  Quixote ;  and  I  blamed  my  mother 
bitterly  for  sacrificing  my  happness  to  an  empty 
dream  of  family  dignity. 
*^  While  I  wasin  this  humour,  my  bver  sought 
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a  renewal  of  our  interoourse.  We  met  repeat- 
edly in  the  house  of  the  lady  whom  I  hare  men« 
tioned,  and  who,  in  levity,  or  in  the  spirit  of  in* 
trigue,  countenanced  our  secret  correspondence* 
At  length  we  were  secretly  married— so  far  did 
my  blinded  passion  hurry  me.  My  lover  had  se- 
cured the  assistance  of  a  clergymen  of  this  Eng- 
lish church.  Monna  Paula,  who  had  been  my 
attendant  from  infancy,  was  one  witness  of  our 
union.  Let  me  do  the  faithful  creature  justice^- 
She  conjured  me  to  suspend  my  purpose  till  my 
mother^s  death  should  permit  us^o  celebrate  our 
marriage  openly ;  but  the  entreaties  of  my  lover, 
and  my  own  wayward  passion,  prevailed  over  her 
remonstranoes.  The  lady  I  have  spoken  of  was 
another  witness,  but  whether  she  was  in  full  pos- 
sesion of  my  bridegroom^s  secret,  I  had  never 
the  means  to  learn.  But  the  shelter  of  her  name 
and  roof  afRirded  us  the  means  of  frequently  meet- 
ing, and  the  love  of  my  husband  seemed  as  sin- 
cere and  as  unbounded  as  my  own. 

^'  He  was  eager,  he  said,  to  gratify  his  pride, 
by  introducing  me  to  one  or  two  of  his  noUe 
English  friends.  This  could  not  be  done  at  Lady 


li ;  but  l|y  hU  oomvpud,  wbifb  T  ««l  w« 


CBtiUed  to  qoiuiAv  ^  my  law,  I  cqntnve^  twic^ 
te  visil  bim  at  hia  awn  bote^  acpaippMued  «Uj 
bj  IfoBW Fnula^  Tbei^  wasa  veiy  sumll  pir^ 
of  twoladieaaadtwogwtleinea,  Tbam  waa  I^^- 
rie,  rairtb,  aa4  dfuioog.  Iba4b€anlqftfiafi«a|^ 
Bain  of  iba  Englisb  natipn,  but  I  oould  ao|  ba)p 
ibinkuQg  it  bordered  en  boeuie  duripg  tbt«e  e». 
tl^rti|aiiiieiits«  and  iu  tbe  oouite  of  fke  cnilatiaB 
wbicb  followad ;  but  I  imputed  mj  acra]^  |p 
lay  inexperiencey  and  would  aot  doubt  tba  pvo^ 
pHety  of  wbat  was  approved  by  my  huihaad. 

<<  I  was  soon  summoned  to ot)ier  somss:  My 
poor  motber^'s  disease  drew  to  a  copclusian    Hap 
py  I  am  diat  it  took  place  befine  ^  discpY^red 
wbat  would  bava  ct|t  her  to  tbe  soul. 

<<  lo  Spain  you  may  bava  beard  bow  tbe  Catbo* 
Im  priests  and  pfuticularly  tba  mopks,  be»^ 
tbe  beds  of  tbe  djfing,  to  obtain  bequest^  for  tb^  , 
good  of  tbe  cbuivb.  I  bava  s^  tbat  my  mo' 
therms  temper  was  irritiitad  by  iSiease,  and  bar 
judgment  impaired  b  propordon.  She  gathered 
spirits  und  foroe  fnym  tbe  res^tmat  vbisb  ^ 
pri««t9  afouod  b^  had  ei^aMd  by  tb^  ippertiH 


nityy  and  Uw  spin!  of  the  atani  loet  of  leferaier^ 

to  vhadi  the  lutfl  Mcvetly  adhered^  aeeinccl  te 

waate  bet  dying  tongue.    She  avoved  tfce  xen 

ligioQ  aho  had  so  toii^  conoeakd ;  raioimeed  all 

iMypo  aad  aid  whieh  did  »ot  come  by  and  through 

ill  diatatca;  rqeoled  with  eoatempl  the cereioa. 

niid  of  the  RoBUfih  chuvdi;  loaded  the  astonidu 

ed  priaila  with  refnroachas  for  their  gteecfiBMa 

and  hjpoctiajTy  and  commanded  them  lo  leave 

her  houae.    Thej  wcait  in  bittemem  and  xage» 

bMt  il  wai  la  xetom  with  the  iaqpikitori^  power, 

ate  wanraata^  and  ka  ofieora ;  and  thcj  found 

anly  the  cotd  corpae  left  of  her,  on  whom  they 

had  hoped  to  work  their  vengeanee.    As  I  waa 

eoeo  diaeevered  to  have  ahared  my  mother^  he- 

leay,  I  waa  dragged  from  her  dead  body,  impri^ 

aoned  in  a  adiitary  dotater^  and  lieated  with  aeve* 

lity,  which  the  Abbem  aaaured  me  waa  due  to 

the  looameaa  of  my  life,  ae  well  aa  my  apiritual 

emyra.  I  avowed  my  marriage,  to  juadfy  the  aU 

tuation  in  which  I  found  myarif— I  implored  the 

aaaistaiMe  of  the  Superior  to  oonunumoate  my  aU 

iuationto^mybuabaod.  She  amiled  coldly  al  the 

propoaal* aud  teld  me  the  ohuicb  had  providada 

IS 
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better  spouse  for  me;  advised  me  to  secure  myself 
of  divine  grace  hereafter,  and  deservenulder  treat* 
ment  here,  by  presently  taking  the  voL  In  order 
to  convince  me  that  I  had  no  other  resource^  she 
shewed  me  a  royal  decree,  by  which  all  my  estate 
was  hypothecated  to  the  Convent  of  Saint  Magda- 
len, and  became  their  complete  property  upon  my 
death,  or  my  taking  the  vows.  As  I  was,  both 
fnnn  religious  principle,  and  afiectionate  attadw 
ment  to  my  husband,  absolutdy  immoveable  in 
my  rejection  of  the  veil,  I  believe-«4nay  Heaven 
forgive  me  if  I  wrong  her  I-*that  the  Abbess  waa 
desirous  to  make  sure  of  my  spoils,  by  hastffliing 
the  former  event 

'*  It  was  a  small  and  a  poor  convent,  and  atua« 
ted  among  the  mountains  of  Guadarrama.  Some 
of  the  sisters  were  the  daughters  of  neighbour- 
ing Hidalgos,  as  poor  as  they  were  proud  and 
ignorant  $  others  were  women  immured  there 
on  account  of  their  vicious  conduct  The  Su- 
perior herself  waa  of  a  high  family,  to  which  she 
owed  her  situation ;  but  she  was  said  to  have  dis- 
graced her  connections  by  her  conduct  during 
youth,  and  now,  in  advanced  age,  covetousnesa 

18 
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and  the  love  of  power,  a  spirit  too  t>f  severity 
and  cruelty,  had  succeeded  to  the  thirst  after  li< 
centious  pleasure.  I  suffered  much  wider  thU 
woman — aikd  still  her  daric  glassy  eye,  her  t^U 
shrouded  form,  and  her  i^id  features,  haunt  my 
slumbers 

**i  was  not  destined  to  be  a  mother.  Iwasvery 
ill,  and  my  recovery  was  long  and  doubtful.  The 
most  Violent  remedies  we^e  applied,  if  r^edies 
they  indeed  were.  My  health  was  restored  at 
length,  against  my  own  expectation  and  that  of 
all  around  ine.  But  when  I  first  again  beheld  the 
reflection  of  my  own  face,  I  thought  it  was  the 
Tisage  of  a  ghost.  I  was  wont  to  be  flattered  by 
all,  but  particularly  by  my  husband,  for  the  fine* 
ness  of  my  complexion — ^it  was  now.  totally  gone, 
and  what  is'mbre  extraordinary,  it  has  never  re* 
tnmed.  I  have  observed  that  the  few  who  now 
see  me,  look  upon  me  as  a  bloodless  phantom— r 
Such  has  been  the  abiding  effect  of  the  treatment 
to  which  I  was  subjected.  May  God  forgive  those 
who  were  the  agents  of  it !— I  thank  heaven  I  can 
say  so  with  as  ffincere  a  wish,  as  that  with  which 

VOL.  II.  o 
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I  pray  fbr  fofghrenesB  of  my  own  niUL  lliey 
now  relented  somewhtt  towaids  me— moved 
perhaps  to  oompasttOn  by  my  asgular  appear** 
4nce,  which  bore  witness  to  my  sufferings;  or 
afraid  that  the  matter  might  attnurt  altentioii 
during  a  viritation  of  the  Ushop,  which  was  ap* 
preaching.  One  day,  as  I  was  walking  in  the 
convent-garden,  to  iriiich  I  had  been  lately  ad* 
mitted,  a  miserable  old  Moorish  dave,  who  was 
kept  to  cultivate  the  little  spot,  muttered  as  I 
passed  him,  but  still  keepfaig  his  wrinkled  face 
and  decrepit  form  in  the  same  angle  with  the 
eaith—^  There  is  Hearth's  Base  near  the  pos« 
tern* 

^  I  knew  something  of  the  symbolical  language 
of  flowers,  once  earned  to  sudi  perfection  amoiig 
the  Moriscoes  of  Spain ;  but  if  I  had  been  igno* 
rant  of  it,  the  oapdve  would  soon  have  caught  at 
any  hint  that  seemed  to  promise  liberty.  Wifk 
all  the  haste  connstent  with  the  utmost  ckcom- 
spection,  for  I  might  be  observed  by  the  Abbess 
or  some  of  the  sisters  from  the  window,  I  faaslei^ 
ed  to  the  postern.  It  was  closely  barred  ns  usual^ 
but  when  I  coughed  riightly,  I  was  answered 


ffOBi  tliei)lili«r  aide-«aad  0»  beavea !  it  wm  my 
husbaiid'*8  voice  which  said,  ^  Loae  not  a  miaute 
kete  U  preseaty  but  be  on  this  spot  when  the  yes^ 
per  bell  has  tolled/ 

''Iretitedinanecstacjof  joy.  Iwasiiot0Bli« 
tied  or  peroutted  to  asnt  at  vefpws,  bat  was  a^ 
eostoned  to  be  eonfined  to  my  cell  while  thil 
flune  w«iie  in  Uie  dioic  Smce  my  reooveiy,  they 
had  disoontbraed  loddng  the  door ;  though  the 
Qtmo^  severity  was  denounced  aguast  me  if  I 
left  these  precincts.  But  let  the  penalty  be  what  it 
would^  I  hastened  to  dare  it-^No  sooner  had  the 
last  toll  of  die  vesper  bell  ceased  to  sound,  than 
I  stole  from  my  chamber,  reached  the  garden 
imobservedy  hurried  to  the  postern,  beheld  il 
open  with  rapture,  and  in  the  next  moment  was 
in  my  hndband^s  arms.  He  had  with  him  ancrtther 
cavalier  of  noble  mien*— both  were  masked  and 
armed.  Their  horses,  with  one  saddled  for  my 
use,  stood  in  a  thicket  hard  by,  with  two  othec 
masked  horaemen  who  seamed  to  be  servants.  In 
lessdian  twonunutes  we  were  mounted,  and  lode 
off  as  fait  as  we  could,  through  rough  and  de« 
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vioot  roads,  in  wbioh  oneof  thedonittticsappeir- 
ed  to  act  as  guide. 

<^Tbe  hurried  pace  at  wUch  we  rode,  alkd  the 
anxiety  of  the  moment,  kept  ine  silent,,  and  preu 
▼ented  mj  expressing  my  surprise  or'my  joy  save 
in  a  few  broken  words.  It  also  served  as  an  apo- 
logy  for  my  husband^s  silence.  At  length  we 
stopped  at  a  solitary  hut— 4he  cayaliers  dismount^ 
ed,  and  I  was*  asnsted  from  my  saddle,  not  by 
M-'  '  M  my  husband  I  would  say^  who 
seemed  busied  about  his  horse,  but  by  the  stran^' 
ger. 

*^  ^  Go  into  the  hut,^  siud  my  husband,  ^  change 
3four  dress  with  the  speed  of  lightning— you  will 
And  one  to  asnst  you — ^we  must  forward  instant- 
ly when  you  have  shifted  your  appareL* 

'^  I  entered  the  but, and  was  receivedin  the  arms 
of  th^  faithfiil  Monna  Paula,  who  had  waited  my 
arrival  for  many  hour^  hidf  distracted  with  fear 
and' anxiety.  With  her  assistance  I  speedily  tore 
oS  the  detested  gannents  of  the  convent,  and  ex- 
cbaoged  them  for  a  travelling  suit,  made  after 
the  English  fashion.    I  observed  that  Monna 
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Paula  was  in  a  nmilar  dress.  I  had  but  just  hud- 
dled on  my  change  of  attire,  when  we  were  has- 
tily summoned  to  mount.  A  horse,  I  found,  was 
provided  for  Monoa  Paula,  and  we  resumed  our 
route.  On  the  way,  my  oonvent-garb,  which  had 
been  wrapped  hastily  together;  around  a  stone, 
jras  thrown  into  a  lake,  along  the  verge  of  which 
we  were  then  passing.  The  two  cavaliers  rode 
together  in  front,  my  attendant  and  I  followed, 
and  the  servants  brought  up  the  rear.  Monna 
Paula,  as  we  rode  on,  repeatedly  entreated  me  to 
be  silent  upon  the  road,  as  our  lives  depended  on 
iL  I  was  easily  reconciled  to  be  passive,  for,  the 
first  fever  of  spirits  which  attended  the  sense  of 
liberation  and  of  gratified  affection  having  passed 
away,  I  felt  as  it  were  dizzy  with  the  rapid 
motion ;  >and  my  utmost  exertion  was  necessary 
to  keep  my  place  on  the  saddle,  until  we  sudden- 
ly (it  was  now  very  dark,)  saw  a  strong  light  be- 
fore us, 

^  My  husband  reined  up  his  horse,  and  gave 
a  agnal  by  a  low  whistle  twice  repeated,  which 
was  answered  from  a  distance.  The  whole  party 
then  halted  under  the  boughs  of  a  large  cork-tree, 


S14  Tii&  roETUMKs  or  kigel. 

And  my  huftband,  drawing  hinuelf  dose  to  my  side, 
mi,  in  a  voice  which  I  then  thought  was  only 
emharraaaed  by  fear  for  my  safety,—*  We  must 
now  part.  Those  to  whom  I  oonumt  you  are 
cotUrabandigU,  who  only  know  you  as  EngUib- 
women,  but  who,  for  a  high  bribe,  have  under** 
taken  to  esocnrt  you  through  the  passes  of  the 
Pyxeoees as iar  as  Saint  Jeande  Lus.* 

**  *  And  do^ou  not  go  with  us?^  I  exdaimed 
with  empbans,  though  in  a  whisper. 

<*  *  It  is  imposable/  he  siud,  *  and  would  ruin 
all— See  that  you  speak  in  English  in  these  peo- 
ple^S/ hearing,  and  give  not  the  least  ugn  of  un- 
derstanding what  they  say  in  Spanisbr^your  life 
depends  on  it ;  for,  though  they  live  by  oppon- 
tion  to  and  evanon  of  the  laws  of  Spain,  they 
would  tremble  at  the  idea  of  violating  those  of 
the  churcb-^I  see  them  ooming«-4arewdil-*£vo* 
well.* 

**  The  last  words  were  hastily  lettered— I  endea* 
voured  to  detain  him  yet  a  moment  by  my  feeble 
grasp  on  his  cloak. 

«  <  You  will  meet  me  then,  I  trust,  at  Saint 
Jean  de  Luz  ?^ 


THX  FOKTDKM  OF  HHQML.  S15 

^  <  Yesy  y0%*  be  answered  haadly,  <  at  Samt 
Jean  de  Lus  you  will  meet  your  protector.* 

*<  He  then  extricated  lufl  doak  from  my  graqfs 
and  was  lost  in  the  darkneaii.  His  compaaioo 
approached-^Jdaaed  my  hand,  which  in  the  ago* 
ny  of  the  moment  I  was  scarce  sennble  of^  and 
followed  my  husband,  attended  by  one  of  the 
domestics.'" 

The  tears  of  Hermibne  here  flowed  so  Cut  tm 
to  threaten  die  interruption  of  her  narratiye.— » 
When  she  resumed  it,  it  was  with  a  kind  of  apo. 
logy  to  Margaret         ^ 

«  Every  circumstance,*  she  sold,  *^  occurring 
in  these  moments,  when  I  still  enjoyed  a  delurive 
idea  of  happiness,  are  deeply  imprinted  in  my  re* 
membrance,  which,  respiecdng  all  that  has  once 
hiqppened,  is  waste  and  unvaried  as  an  Arabian 
desert  But  I  have  no  right  to  inflict  on  you, 
Margaret,  agitated  as  you  are  with  your  own 
anxieties,  the  unavailing  details  of  my  useless  re- 
collections.* 

Margaret^s  eyes  were  full  of  tears— 4t  was  Ibif- 
posable  it  could  be  otherwise,  conaidenog  that 


216  THE  VOBTUKTCS  OF  HIGKL. 

the  tale  was  told  by  her  suffering  benefactress, 
and 'resembled,  in  some  respects,  her  own  situa- 
lion ;  and  yet  she  must  not  be  severely  blanvetl, 
if,  while  eagerly  pressing  her  jpatroness  to  conti- 
iiue  her  narratiye,  her  eye  involuntarily  sought 
the  door,  as  if  to  chide  the  delay  of  Monna  Paula. 

The  Lady  Hermione  saw  and  forgave  these 
conflicting  emotions ;  and  she,  too,  must  be  par- 
cloned,  if,  in  her  turn,  the  minute  detail  of  her 
•narrative  shewed,  that,  in  the.  discharge  of  feel- 
ings so  long  .locked  in  her  own  bosom,  she  rather 
forgot  those  which  were  personal  to  her  auditor, 
and  by  which  it  must  be  supposed  Margarets 
mind  was'  prindpaUy  occujnedy  if  not  oilirely 
engrossed, 

**  I  told  you,  I  thidc,  that  one  domestic  fol- 
•lowed  the  gentlemen,^  thus  the  lady  continued 
.her.story^  <>  the  othier  remained  with  .us  for  the 
^purpose,,  as  it  seemed,  of  introducing  us  to  two 
-persons  whom  M  !■■  I  say  whom  my  husband's 
signal  had  brought  to  the  spot  A  word  or  two 
of  explanation  passed  between  them'  and  the  ser- 
vant, in  a  sort  of  paiois^  which  I  jdid  not  under- 
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Stand ;  and  one  of  the  strangers  taking  liold  of 
my  bridle,  the  other  of  Monna  Paula'^s,  they  led 
us  towards  the  light,  vhkh  I  have  already  said 
was  the  signal  of  our  halting.  I  touched  Monna 
Paula^  and  was  sensible  that  she  trembled  very 
much,  wfaidi  surprised  me,  because  I  knew  her. 
diamctor  to  be  so  strong  and  bold  as  to  border 
upon  the  mascuUne. 

' '  V  When  wereached  thefire,  thegipsey  figurea 
of  those  who' surrounded  it,  with  their  swarthy 
features,  large  Sombrero  hats,  jprdles  stuck  full 
of  pistols  and  poniards,  and  all  the  other  appara^ 
tus  of  a  rowing  iemd  perilous  life,  would  have  ter- 
rified me  at  another  moment.  But  then  I  only 
felt  the  agony  of  having  parted  from  my  husband 
almost  in  the  very  moment  of  my  r^scuct.  Thefe* 
males  of  the  gang,  for  there  were  four  or  five  wo- 
men amongst  these  contraband  traders,,  reiceiyed 
us  with  a  sort  of  rude  courtesy.  They  were,  in 
dress  and  manners,  not  extremely  different  from 
the  men  with  whom  they  associated — wer0  almost 
as  hardy  and  adventurous,  carried  arms  like  them, 
and  were,  as  we  learned  from  passing  circum- 


S18  THE  FOBT01IE8  OF  NI«XL» 


stanoes^  scarce  less  experienced  in  the  use  of 
them. 

**  It  was  impossible  not  to  fear  Uiese  wildpeopl^ 
yet  they  ga^e  us  no  reason  to  complaui  of  them ; 
but  used  us  on  all  oocasions  with  a  kind  of  dum^ 
oourtesy,  accommodatmg  themselves  to  our  wants 
and  our  weakness  during  the  journey,  erea  while 
we  heard  them  grumblmg  to  each  other  agunst 
our  effeminacy,«-*like  some  rude  carrier,  who,  in 
chai^of  a  package  of  valuable  and  fragile  ware, 
takes  every  precaution  for  its  preservation^  wUle 
he  curses  the  unwonted  trouble  which  it  oroisiflns 
to  him.  Once  or  twice,  when  they  were  dMrnp- 
pomted  in  their  contraband  traffic,  lost  some  goods 
in  a  rencontre  with  the  Spanish  officers  of  the  re* 
venue,  and  were  finally  pursued  by  a  mifitary 
force,  their  murmurs  assumed  a  more  alarming 
tone,  in  the  terrified  ears  of  my  attendant  and 
myself,  when,  without  daring  to  seem  to  under- 
stand them,  we  heard  them  curse  the  insular  he- 
retics, on  whose  account  God,  Saint  James,  and 
our  Lady  of  the  Pillar,  had  blighted  their  hopes 
of  profit  These  are  dreadful  reooUectionsy  Mar- 
garet^ 
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<*  Whjt  theii)  dearieflt  lady,^  answered  Mar«- 
garet,  *^  will  you  thus  dwell  on  them  ?^ 

*^  It  it  oDly,"^  said  the  Lady  Henmohey  *'  be- 
cause I  linger  like  a  criminal  on  thescaflold,  and 
would  fidn  protract  the  time  that  must  inevitably 
bring  on  the  final  catastrophe.  Yes,  dearest 
Margaret,  I  rest  and  dwell  on  the  events  of  that 
]oumey,  marked  as  it  was  by  fatigue  and  dan* 
ger,  though  the  road  lay  through  the.  wildest 
and  most  desolate  deserts  and  mountains,  and 
though  our  companions,  both  men  and  women, 
were  fierce  and  lawless  themselves,  and  exposed 
to  the  most  merciless  retaliation  from  those  with 
whom  they  were  constantly  engaged-^yet  would 
I  rather  dwell  on  these  hazardous  events  than  tell 
that  which  awaited  me  at  St  Jean  de  Luz.^ 

^  But  you  arrived  there  in  safety  f^  said  Mar« 
garet 

*'  Yes,  maiden,^  replied  the  Lady  Hermione ; 
<<  and  were  guided  by  the  chief  of  our  outlawed 
band  to  the  house  which  had  been  asngned  for 
our  reception,  with  the  same  punctilious  accu- 
racy with  which  he  would  have  delivered  a  bale 
of  uncustomed  goods  to  a  correspondent.     I 


fSO  THK  FOITUKKS  OF  NIGEL. 

was  told  a  gentleman  bad  expected  me  for  two 
days — I  rushed  into  the  apartment,  and  when  I 
expected  to  embrace  my  husband— I  found  my- 
self  in  the  arms  of  his  fnend.**  ^ 

<<  The  villain  r  exclaimed  Margaret,  whose 
anxiety  had,  in  spite  of  herself,  been  a  moma^t 
suspended  by  the  narrative  of  the  lady. 
.  **  Yes,^  replied  Hermione,  calmly,  though  her 
voice  somewhat  faultered,  ^*  it  is  the  name  that 
best — that  well  befits  him.  He,  Margaret,  for 
whom  I  had  sacrificed  all— whose  love  and  whose 
memory  were  dearer  to  mt  than  my  freedom, 
when  I  was  in  the  conventp-— than  my  life,  when 
I  was  on  my  perilous  journey— had  taken  his 
measures  to  shake  me  ofi*,  and  transfer  me,  as 
a  privileged  wanton,  to  the  protection  of  his  li- 
bertine friend.  At  first,  the  stranger  laughed  at 
my  tears  and  my  agony,  as  the  hysterical  paa^ 
sion  of  a  deluded  and  over*reached  wanton,  or 
the  wily  affectation  of  a  courtezan.  My  daim 
of  marriage  he  laughed  at,  assuring  me  he  knew 
it  was  a  mere  farce  required  by  me,  and  sulxnit- 
ted  to  by  his  friend,  to  save  some  reserve  of  deli« 
cacy ;  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  I  should 
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coBfdder  in  any  other  light  a  oeremoDy  which 
could  be.  valid  neither  ia  Spam  nor  Eoglaad^  am} 
inmikingly  oflfeced  to  remove  my  scruplesy  by  re^ 
newing  stiol^  a  muon  widi  me  himadf.  My  ex- 
damationi  brought  M  omia  Pada  to  my  ati^^ 
ahe  was  not  indeed  ht  (fistaak»  for  ahe  had  eaU 
pected  some  auch  ^oene.^ 

*<  Good  Heaven  T  aaid  Maigaret^  ^f  was  ahe.a 
oonfidaote  of  your  base  huaband  ?^         • 

<<  No,^  answered  Hermiooe^  <^do  her  not  ^hat 
injustice.  '  It  was  btr  persev^rlog  ioqujuries  that 
discovered  the  place*  of  my  confinement— it  wa^ 
ahe  who  gave  the  information  to  my  husbf^id, 
and  who  remarked  even  thai  that  the  news  was 
so  mueh  niore  interesting  to  his  friend  than  to 
him,  that  she  suspected,  from  a^  early  period,  it 
was  the  purpose  of  the  villain  to  shake  me  off. 
On  the  journey,  her  suspidons  were  confirmed* 
She  had  heard. him  remark  to  his  companion^ 
with  a  cold  sarcastic  sneer,  the  total  change  which 
my  prison  and  .my  illness  had  made  on  my  com- 
plexion (  and  she  had  heard  the  other  reply,  that 
the  defect  might  be  cured  by  a  touch  of  Spanish 
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red«  Tins  and  other  drcumsfeanoo  luamg  pre^ 
pared  ber  for  such  tMadMiyv  Mdma  Paula  now 
entered^  comfrieteljpoMiesied  of  iMCaelf,  and  pie* 
pared  to  support  me.  Her  cabn  lepneeotatioiii 
went  fitftfier  with  the  ftranger  than  the  ezpns.. 
noDs  of  my  despair.  If  he  did  not  entireiy  be« 
lieve  our  tale,  heatleastaoted  the  part  of  a  man 
of  honour,  who  would  not  introde  hunself  on 
defenceless  females,  whatever  was  thar  ehanc« 
ter  $  desisted  from  persecuting  as  with  faia  pre- 
sence ;  and  not  only  directed  Moona  Pauk  how 
we  should  journey  to  Paris,  but  famished  her 
with  money  for  the  ptiiposes  of  our  joamey. 
From  the  capital  I  wrote  to  Master  Herioi^  my 
father^s  most  trusted  correspondent ;  he  eaoM  in* 
stantly  to  Paris  on  recraving  the  letter ;  and«— -« 
But  here  comes  Mcmna  Paula,  with  more  than 
the  sum  you  desired.  Take  it,  ray  dearest  aaaid* 
en-**«enre  this  youth  if  you  wilL  But,  O  Mar* 
garet,  look  for  no  gmtitade  in  return  T 

The  Lady  Hermione  took  the  beg  of  gohl 
from  her  attendant,  and  gave  it  to  her  young 
friend,  who  threw  bersdf  intd  her  lorms,  kissed 
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her  on  both  the  pale  cheeks  over  which  the  sor- 
rows so  newly  awakened  by  her  narratiFe  had 
diBwn  many  tears^  then  sprung  up,  wiped  her 
own  overflowing  eyes,  and  left  the  Foljambe 
afMutment  with  a  hasty  and  resolved  step. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Rare  not  tram  pole  to  pole    the  man  lives  here 
Whoee  nsof't  only  equallM  hj  his  beer ; 
And  where,  in  cither  sense,  the  oockney-put 
May,  if  he  pleases,  get  oonfimnded  cuU 

Om  the  tign  qfau  Akhomte  kepi  by  a  Barber. 


Wx  are  under  the  necessity  of  transporting 
our  readers  to  the  habitation  of  Benjamin  Sud. 
dlechop,  the  husband  of  the  active  and  effident 
Dame  Ursula,  and  who  also,  in  his  own  person, 
discharged  more  offices  than  one.  For,  besides 
trimming  locks  and  beards,  and  turning  whiskers 
upwards  into  the  martial  and  swaggering  curl,  or 
downwards  into  the  drooping  form  which  be- 
came mustachios  of  dvil  policy ;  besides  also  oc- 
casionally letting  blood,  either  by  cupping  or  by 
the  lancet,  extracting  a  stump,  and  performing 
other  actions  of  petty  pharmacy,  very  nearly  as 

16 


THE  FOftT0IIB8  OF  mOVL.  2S5 

well  as  his  ncngkbour  Raredrencli,  the  wothe- 
cary ;  he  camU,  on  occamon,  draw  a  cup  of  beer 
as  well  as  a  tooth,  tap  a  hogshead  as  well  as  a 
▼dn,  and  wash,  with  a  draught  of  good  ale,  the 
mustachoes  which  his  art  had  just  trinuned.  But 
he  carried  on  these  trades  apart  firom  each  other. 
Hb  barber*s  shop  projected  its  long  and  mys- 
terious  pole  into  FJeet-Street>  painted  party-oo- 
loured'^wise,  to  jnepresent  the  ribbons  with  which, 
in  elder  times,  that  ensign  was  garnished.  In  the 
window  were  seen  rows  of  teeth  displayed  upon 
strings  like  rosaries— cups  with  a  red  lag  at  the 
bottom,  to  resemble  blood,  an  intimation  that 
patients  might  be  bled,  cupped^  or  blistered,  with 
the  assislance  of  ^'.suflBdent  advice  ;^  while  the 
more  profitable,  but  less-honourable  operations 
upon  the  hair  of  the  head  and  beard,  were  brief- 
ly and  gravely  announced.  Within  was  the  well- 
wom  leathern  chair  forcustomers,  the  guitar,  then 
oafled  a  ghittem  or  cittern,  with  which  a  customer 
might  amuse  himself  till  his  predecessor  was  dis* 
missed  from  und^r  Benjamin^s  hands,  and  which, 
therefore,  often  flayed  the  ears  of  the  patient  me* 
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taphoricallyy  while  Ub  chin  suatuned  from  the 
raior  literal  scarification.  All,  therefore,  in  this 
department,  spoke  the  cfairurgeoDhbarber,  or  the 
b^ber-cbirurgeon. 

But  there  was  a  little  back  room,  used  as  a 
private  tap-room,  which  had  a  separate  entranee 
by  a  dark  and  crooked  alley,  which  communica* 
ted  with  Fleet-Street,  after  a  drcuitous  passage 
through  several  bye-lanes  and  courts.    This  re- 
tired temple  of  Bacchus  had  also  a  connection 
with  Benjamin^s  more  public  Aap  by  a  long  and 
narrow  entrance,  conducting  to  the  secret  pre- 
nuBes  in  which  afew  old  topers  used  to  take  their 
morning  draught,  and  afew  gill-sippers  their  mo. 
dicum  of  strong  waters,  in  a  bashful  way,  after 
having  entered  the  barber'^s  shop  under  pretence 
of  desiring  to  be  shaved.     Besides,  this  obscure 
tap-room  gave  a  separate  admission  to  the  apart- 
ments of  Dame  Ursley,  which  she  was  believed 
to  make  use  of  in  the  course  of  her  multifaiiotts 
practice,  both  to  let  herself  secretly  out,  and  to 
admit  dients  and  employers  who  cared  not  to  be 
seen  to  visit  her  in  public.    Accordingly,  alter 
the  hour  of  noon,  by  which  time  the  modest  and 


TfiC  FOETUNVS  OF  NIGEL.  227 

timid  whetter9»  vbo  were  Benjamin^ft  best  cus« 
tomerB,  had  each  had  his  draught,  or  his  tbim* 
bleiuUy.  the  bumvess  of  th^  tap  w^b  ia  a  manner 
ended*  and  the  cbiurg^  of  attending  the  back- 
door passed  from  one  of  the  barber^s  apprentices 
to  the  little  mulatto  girl^  the  dingy  Iris  of  Dame 
Siiddlechop.  Then  ciin^ie  mystery  thick  upon 
mystery ;  muffled  gallants^  and  mi^)ced  females^ 
in  diaguises  of  different  fashionsy  were  seen  to 
glide  through  the  intricate  mazes  of  the  alley ; 
and  even  the  low  tap  on  the  door,  which  fre* 
quently  demanded  the  attention  of  the  little 
Creole,  had  in  i|;  something  that  expressed  se- 
crecy imd  fear  of  discovery. 

It  was  the  evemog  of  the  same  day  when  Mar- 
garet had  held  the  long  conference  with  tlie  Lady 
Hermione,  that  Dame  Suddlechop  had  directed 
her  little  portress  to  '^  keep  the  door  fast  as  a 
miser's  purse-strings ;  and  as  she  valued  her  saf- 
£mhi  skin,  to  let  in  naqip  bqt-^^  the  name  she  add- 
ed in  a  whisper,  and  nocompanied  it  with  a  nod. 
The  little  animal  blinked  intelligence,  went  to 
her  post,  and  in  brief  time  thereafter  admitted 
and  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  dame,  that 
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▼ery  city-gallant  whose  clothes  sate  awkwardly 
upon  him,  and  who  had  behaved  so  doughtily  in 
the  fray  which  befel  at  NigeTs  first  yisit  to  Beau- 
jeu^s  ordinary.  The  mulatto  introduced  him-— 
*'  Missis,  fine  young  gentleman  all  over  gold  and 
velvet'**-^then  muttered  to  herself  as  she  shut  the 
door,  '^  fine  gentleman  he !— «ppr»itiGe  to  him 
who  makes  the  tick-tick.^ 

It  was  indeed—we  are  sorry  to  say  it,  and  trust 
our  readers  will  sympathize  with  the  interest  we 
take  in  the  matter— it  was  indeed  honest  Jin  Vin, 
who  had  been  so  far  left  to  hb  own  devices,  and 
abandoned  by  his  better  angel,  as  occasioni^ly  to 
travestie  himself  in  this  fashion,  and  to  viat,  in 
the  dress  of  a  gallant  of  the  day,  those  places  of 
pleasure  and  dis»pation,  in  which  it  would  have 
been  everlasting  discredit  to  him  to  have  been  seen 
in  his  real  character  and  condition ;  that  is,  had 
it  been  possible  for  him  in  his  proper  shape  to 
have  gained  admission.  There  was  now  a  deep 
gloom  on  his  brow,  his  rich  haUt  was  hastily  put 
on  and  buttoned  awry;  his  belt  buckled  in  a 
most  disorderly  fashion,  so  that  his  sword  stuck 
outwards  from  his  side,  instead  of  hanging  by  it 
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with  graceful  negligence ;  while  his  poniwrd, 
though  fairly  hatched  and  gilded,  stuck  in  his 
girdle  like  a  butcher^s  ateel  in  the  fold  of  his 
Uue  apron.  Persons  of  fashion  had,  by  the  way, 
the  advantage  formerly  of  bong  better  distin- 
guished firom  the  vulgar  than  at  present;  for, 
what  the  ancient  farthingale  and  more  modem 
hoop  were  to  court  ladies,  the  sword  was  to  the 
gentleman ;  an  article  of  dress,  which  only  render- 
ed those  ridiculous  who  assumed  it  for  the  nonce, 
without  bdng  in  the  habit  of  wearing  it..  Vin- 
cenfs  rapier  got  between  his  legs,  and  as  he  stum- 
bled over  it,  he  exclaimed^— <*  Zounds !  ^tis  the 
second  tune  it  has  served  me  thus— I  believe  the 
damned  trinket  knows  I  am  no  true  gentleman, 
and  does  it  of  set  purpose.^ 

'^  Come,  come,  mine  honest  Jin  Vin— come,  my 
good  boy,^  said  the  dame  in  a  soothing  tone, 
<<  never  mind  these  trankums>-4i  frank  and  hear- 
ty London  ''prentice  is  worth  all  the  gallanu  of 
the  inns  of  court^ 

**  I  woi  a  frank  and  hearty  London  ^prentice 
bdbre  I  knew  you,  Dame  Suddlechop,^  said  Vin- 
cent ;  <<  what  your  advice  has  made  me,  you  may 
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'find  a  liame  for ;  sinee,  fore  George !  I  atti  asha- 
med to  think  about  it  myself.^ 

**  A  well-a-day,"  quotb  the  dame,  **  and  is  it 
even  so  with  thee  P^— nay  then,  I  know  but  one 
core  ;^  and  with  that,  going  to  a  little  comer 
cupboard  of  carved  wainscoat,  i/be  opened  it  by 
the  as&stance  of  a  key,  which,  with  half  a  dozen 
besides,  hung  in  a  silver  chain  at  her  girdle,  and 
produced  a  long  flask  of  thin  glass  cased  with 
wicker,  bringing  forth  at  the  same  dme  two  Fle- 
mish rmxikner  glasses,  with  long  stalks  and  capa- 
dous  wombs.  She  filled  the  one  brimful  for  her 
guest,  and  the  other  more  modestly  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  its  capacity,  for  her  own  use,  repeating, 
as  the  rich  cordial  trickled  forth  in  a  smooth  oily 
stream — <*  Right  Rosa  Solis,  as  ever  washed  mul- 
ligrubs out  of  a  moody  brain.^ 

But  though  Jin  Vin  tossed  off  his  glass  with- 
out scruple,  while  the  lady  apped  her'*s  more 
moderately,  it  did  toot  appear  to  produce  the  ex- 
pected amendment  upon  his  hufetaour.  On  the 
contrary,  as  he  threw  faimsdf  into  the  great  lea- 
thern chair,  in  whicJh  Dame  Urdey  was  wont  to 
solace  herself  of  an  evening,  he  declared  **  him- 
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mi£  the  most  misenihle  dog  within  the  sound  of 
Bow-belL** 

**  And  why  should  you  be  so  id]e  as  to  think 
yourself  so,  nlly  boy  i"^  said  Dame  Suddlechop ; 
'<  but  ^  always  thus — fools  and  children  never 
know  when  they  are  well.  Why,  thare  is  not  a 
one  that  walks  in  Sunt  Paulas,  whether  in  flat 
cqp,  or  hat  and  feather,  that  has  so  many  kind 
guanoes  from  the  wenches^  as  ye  swagger  along 
Fleet-street  with  your  bat  under  your  arm,  and 
your  cap  set  aside  iqpon  your  head.  Thou  knowest 
well,  that  from  Mrs  Deputy^s  self  down  to  the 
wastooateers  in  the  alley,  all  of  them  are  twiring 
and  peepiDg  betwixt  th^  fingers  when  you  pass ; 
and  yet  you  call  yourself  a  miserable  dog !  and  I 
auist  tell  you  all  this  over  and  over  againj  as  if  I 
were  whistling  the  chimes  of  Lpndon  to  a  petted 
child,  in  order  to  bring  the  pretty  baby  into  good 
bumeur  r 

The  flattery  of  Dame  Ursley  seemed  to  have 
the  fate  of  her  cordial — it  was  swallowed  indeed 
by  the  party  to  whom  she  presented  it,  and  that 
with  some  degree  of  reUsb>  but  it  did  not  operate 
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as  a  sedative  on  the  disturbed  state  of  the  youth^s 
mind.  He  laughed  for  an  instant,  half  in  soom 
and  half  in  gratified  vani^,  but  cast  a  suUen  look 
on  Dame  Ursley  as  he  replied  to  her  last  words. 

*'  You  do  treat  me  like  a  child  indeed,  when 
you  sing  over  and  over  to  me  a  cuckoo  song  that 
I  care  not  a  copper-filing  for."" 

^*  Aha  r  said  Dame  Ursley ;  <<  that  is  to  flay5 
you  care  not  if  you  please  all,  unless  you  please 
one-*-You  are  a  true  lover  I  warrant,  and  care 
not  for  all  the  city  from  here  to  Whitechapd,  so 
you  could  write  yourself  first  in  your  pretty  Peg- 
a-Ramsay^s  good  will.  Well,  well,  take  patience 
man,  and  be  guided  by  me,  for  I  will  be  the  hoop 
will  bind  you  together  at  last.** 

*^  It^'s  time  you  were  so,^  sud  Jenkins,  ''  for 
hitherto  you  hai^  rather  been  the  wedge  to  se- 
parate UB.^ 

« 

Dame  Suddlechop  had  by  this  time  finished 
her  cordial— it  was  not  the  first  slie  bad  taken 
that  day ;  and  though  a  woman  of  strong  bnun, 
and  cautious  at  least,  if  not  abstanious,  in  her 
potations,  it  may  nevertheless  be  supposed  that 
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her  pfttieaoe  was  not  improved  by  the  r^jimen 
which  she  obserred. 

^  Whj,  thou  ungracious  and  ingrate  knave^^ 
sud  Dame  Urslej,  ^*  have  not  I  done  every  thing 
to  put  thee  in  thy  mistress's  good  graces  ?  She 
loTes  gentry,  the  [noud  Scotch  minx,  as  a  Welsh* 
man  loves  cheese,  and  has  her  father'^s  descent 
from  that  Duke  of  Baldevil,  or  whatsoever  she 
caDs  him,  as  close  in  her  heart  as  gold  in  «  mi- 
ser^s  chest,  though  she  as  seldom  shews  it-^-aud 
none  she  iRoll  think  of  or  have  but  a  gentleman — 
and  a  gentleman  I  have  made  of  thee,  Jin  Vin, 
the  devil  cannot  deny  that^ 

'*  You  have  made  a  fool  of  me,^  said  poor  Jen* 
kin,  looking  at  the  deeve  of  his  jacket 

^'  Never  the  worse  gentleman  for  that,^  said 
Dame  Ursley,  laughing. 

<<  And  what  is  worse,^  said  he,  turning  his 
liack  to  her  suddenly,  and  writhing  in  his  chair, 
^*  you  have  made  a  rogue  of  me.*** 

^  Never  the  worse  gentleman  for  that  ndthery"^ 
said  Dame  Ursley  in  the  same  tone ;  ^^  let  a  man 
bear  his  f<dly  gaily  and  his  knavery  stoatly,  and 
let  me  see  if  gravity  or  honesty  will  look  him  in 
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the  £eM9e  oow-ft-daja  Tut,  mviy  it  was  only  in  the 
days  of  King  Arthur  or  King  Lud,  that  a  gei^ 
tieman  was  held  to  Ueraish  his  MnitcheoD  1^  a 
leap  over  the  line  of  reason^or  honesty— »It  is  the 
bold  look,  the  ready  hand,  the  fine  dodieB^  the 
brisk  oath,  and  the  wild  bndn,  that  makes  the 
gallant  now-a-days.^ 

^*  I  know  what  yon  have  made  me,^  said  Jin 
Vin;  *'  unoe  I  have  given  up  skittle  and  trap-biA 
for  tennis  and  bowls,  good  English  ale  fat  tUn 
Bourdeaux  and  sour  Rhenish,  roast-beef  and  pud- 
ding for  wood-oocks  and  kick-shaws— my  bat  for 
a  sword,  my  cap  for  a  beaver,  my  forsooth  for  a 
modish  oath,  my  Christmas-box  for  a  dioe-box, 
my  religion  for  the  devil's  matdns,  and  mine  ho- 
nest name  for  -^—  Woman,  I  could  brain  thee, 
when  I  think  whose  advice  has  guided  me  in  all 
thisr 

*'  Whose  advice,  then  ?  whose  advice,  then  ? 
Speak  out,  thou  poor  petty  cloak-bmdier,  and  say 
who  advised  thee  !^  retorted  Dame  Urdey,  flush- 
ed and  indignant— >'<  Mairy  come  up,  my  paltiy 
companion — say  by  whbse  advice  you  have  made 
a  gamester  of  yourself,  and  a  thief  beude,  as  your 
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wordd  would  bear-*Tlie  Loid  delivier  ns  fixim 
evUr  And  here  Dame  Urdejr  deyoudy  croMtd 
herself. 

<<  Hark  ye,  Dame  Ursley  Suddleehop,^  said 
Jenkin,  startiiig  up,  bis  dark  eyes  flashing  with 
«nger ;  ^  remember  I  am  none  of  your  husband 
«— «nd  if  I  were,  you  would  do  weU  not  to  forget 
whose  thredidd  was  swept  when  they  fatft  rode 
the  Skimmington*  upon  such  another  scokfing 
jade  as  yourself.^ 

*^  I  hope  to  see  you  ride  up  Holbom  next,^  said 
Dame  Ursley,  provoked  out  of  all  her  holiday 


*  A  species  of  triumphal  procession  in  honour  of  fen^Je 
fiapremacy^  when  it  rose  to  such  a  height  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  neighhourhood.  It  is  described  at  fUl 
kagth  in  Hudibns,  {Part  II.  Csato  //.)  As.  the  pfooes-> 
aion  passed  on«  those  who  attended  it  in  an  official  capa- 
city were  wont  to  sweep  the  threshold  of  the  houses  in 
whidi  Fame  aflbroed  the  mistresses  to  exercise  paramount 
anlhorityi  wkich  wss  givsn  and  xeoeived  ss  a  hint  that 
their  inmates  mighty  in  their  turn,  he  made  the  subject 
of  a  similar  ovation.  The  Skimmington,  which  in  some 
4itfiBB  ftssmbled  the  proeeediDg  of  Mtnnbo  J«nibo  ki  an 
African  village,  has  been  long  discontinued  in  England, 
apparenUy  because  female  rule  has  become  either  milder 
or  less  frequent  than  among  our  ancestors. 
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and  sugar-plum  eacpresmons,  *^  widi' a  nosegay  at 
your  breast,  and  a  priest  at  your  elbow.^ 

**  That  may  well  be,^  answered  Jin  Vin  bitter- 
ly, <<  if  I  walk  by  your  counsels  as  I  have  begun 
by  tbem ;  but  before  that  day  comes,  you  shall 
know  that  Jin  Yin  has  the  brisk  boys  of  Fleet- 
street  still  at  his  wink— Yes,  you  jade,  you  shall 
be  carted  for  bawd  and  conjuror,  double  dyed  in 
grain,  and  Ung  off  to  Bridewell,  with  every  brass 
basin  betwixt  the  Bar  and  PauPs,  beating  before 
you,  as  if  the  devil  were  banging  them  with  his 
beef-hook.^ 

Dame  Ursley  coloured  like  scarlet,  seized  up- 
on the  half-emptied  flask  of  cordial,  and  seemed, 
by  her  first  gesture,  about  to  hurl  it  at  the  head 
of  her  adversary ;  but  suddenly,  and  as  if  by  a 
strong  internal  effort,  she  checked  her  outrageous 
resentment,  and  putting  the  bottle  to  its  more  le- 
gitimate use,  filled,  ^th  wonderful  composure, 
the  two  glasses,  and  taking  up  one  of  them,  said 
with  a  smile,  which  better  became  her  comely  and 
jovial  countenance  than  the  fury  by  which  it  was 
animated  the  moment  before— 

'^  Here  is  to  thee,  Jin  Vin,  my  lad,  in  all  lo- 
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ring  kindnesB,  whatever  spite  thou  bearest  to  me, 
that  have  always  bean  a  mother  to  thee.^ 

Jenkm^s  Englidi  good  nature  oould  not  reost 
tins  ffarcible  appeal ;  he  took  up  the  other  glass, 
and  lovingly  pledged  the  dame  in  her  cup  ct  re- 
oondliaticHi,  and  proceeded  to  make  a  kind  of 
grumbling  apolc^  for  his  own  violence — 
•  <<  For  you  know,**  he  sud,  **  it  was  you  per- 
suaded me  to  get  these  fine  things,  and  go  to  that 
godless  ordinary,  and  ruffle  it  with  the  best,  and 
bring  you  h<Hne  all  the  news;  and  you  said,  I, 
diat  was  the  cock  of  the  ward,  would  soon  be 
the  cock  of  the  ordinary,  and  would  win  ten  times 
as  much  at  gleek  and  primero,  as  I  used  to  do  at 
put  and  beggar-my-ndghbour— 4md  turn  up 
doublets  witli  the  dice,  as  busily  as  I  was  wont  to 
trowl  down  the  ninepins  in  the  skittle-ground— 
and  then  you  said  I  should  bring  you  such  news 
out  of  the  ordinary  as  should  make  us  all,  when 
used  as  you  knew  how  to  use  it — and  now  you  see 
what  is  to  come  of  it  alL^ 
'  <<  TTis  all  true  thou  sayest,  lad,^  said  the  dame ; 
^'  but  thou  must  have  patience.  Rome  was  not 
biult  in  a  day^you  cannot  become  used  to  your 

10 
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courUsuit  in  a  mooth^g  time,  any  more  than  when 
you  changed  your  long  coat  for  a  doublet  and 
llQio  s  and  in  gaining  you  must  expect  to  lose  as 
well  asguiK— \afl  thentting  gamester  sweeps  the 
boaid'' 

**  The  board  has  swept  me,  I  know,^  replied 
Jin  Vin,  <'  and  that  pretty  clean  out^-— I  would 
that  were  the  worsts  but  I  owe  for  all  this  finery, 
and  settling-day  is  coming  on,  and  my  master 
will  find  my  accompt  worse  than  it  should  be,  by 
a  scoreof  pieces*  My  old  father  will  be  called  io 
to  make  them  good ;  and  I-*may  save  the  hang^ 
man  a  labour  and  do  the  job  myself,  or  go  the 
Virginia  voyage.^ 

**  Do  not  speak  so  loud,  my  dear  boy,"^  said 
Dame  Ursley ;  *^  but  tell  me  why  you  borrow 
not  from  a  friend  to  make  up  your  arrear.  You 
could  lend  him  as  much  when  his  seitllng*day 
came  around.^ 

^'  No,  no-*I  hate  had  enough  of  that  woric,"* 
said  Vincent.  '<  Tunstall  would  lend  me  the 
money,  poor  fellow,  an  he  had  it ;  but  his  gentle^ 
b^garly  kindred  plunder  him  of  all,  and  keep 
him  as  bare  as  a  birch  at  Christmas.    No— my 
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fortune  may  be  apdt  in  foor  letters,  and  these 

^^  Now  husb,  you  sunpie  craven»^  said  the 
dame ;  <*  did  you  ne?er  hear,  thai  when  the  need 
18.  highest  the  help  is  uighest?  We  may  find 
aid  for  you  yet^  and  sooner  dian  you  are  aware 
of.  I  am  sure  I  would  never  have  advised  you 
to  such  a  course,  but  only  you  had  set  heart  and 
eye  on  jmtty  Mistress  If  arget,  and  less  would 
not  serve  you— and  what  could  I  do  but  advise 
you  to  cast  your  city-slough,  and  try  your  luck 
where  folks  find  fortune  ?" 

*<  Ay,  ay-— I  remeqiber  your  counsel  weU,** 
said  Jenkin ;  *'  I  was  to  be  introduced  to  her  by 
you  when  I  was  perfect  in  my  gallantries,  and  as 
ridi  as  the  King ;  and  then  she  was  to  be  sur- 
prised to  find  I  was  poor  Jin  Vin,  that  used  to 
watch  firom  mattin  to  curfew,  for  one  glance  of 
her  eye ;  and  now,  instead  of  that^  she  has  set 
her  soul  on  this  Scottish  sparrow-hawk  of  a  lord 
that  won  my  last  tester,  and  be  cursed  to  him ; 
and  so  I  am  bankrupt  in  love,  fortune,  and  cha- 
racter, before  I  am  out  of  my  time,  and  all  along 
of  yon.  Mother  Midnight^ 
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*<  Do  not  call  me  out  of  my  own  name,  my 
dear  boy,  Jin  Vin^^  answered  Ursula,  in  a  tone 
betwixt  rage  and  coaTing ;  **  do  not ;  because  I 
am  no  saint,  but  a  poor  sinful  woman,  with  no 
more  patience  than  she  needs  to  carry  her  through 
a  thousand  crosses  ;  and  if  I  hare  done  you  wrong 
by  evil  coimsel»  I  must  mend  it,  and  put  you 
right  by  good  advice^-^nd,  for  the  score  of  pieces 
that  must  be  made  up  at  settling-day,  why,  here 
is,  in  a  good  green  purse,  as  much  as  will  make 
that  matter  good,  and  we  will  get  old  Croespatdi 
the  tailor  to  take  a  long  day  for  your  clothes-^ 
and ^" 

**  Mother,  are  you  serious  ?^  said  Jin  Viii« 
unable  to  trust  either  his  eyes  or  his  ears. 

^'  In  troth  am  I,^  said  the  dame ;  <*  and  will 
you  call  me  Mother  Midnight  now,  Jin  Vin  ?^ 

*'  Mother  Midnight  ?^  exclaimed  Jenkin,  hug- 
ging the  dame  in  his  transport,  and  bestowing  on 
her  stillcomely  cheekaheartyand  not  unacceptable 
smack,  that  sounded  like  the  report  of  a  pistol — 
*'  Mother  Mid^day  rather,  that  has  risen  to  light 
me  out  of  my  troubles — a  mother  more  dear  than 
she  who  bore  me ;  for  she,  poor  soul,  only  brought 
me  into  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  and  your 
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timely  aid  has  helped  me  out  of  the  one  and  the 
other.^  And  the  good-natured  fellow  threw  him-, 
adf  back  in  his  ehair,  and  fmrly  drew  his  hand 
across  his  eyes. 

'*  You  would  not  have  me  be  made  to  ride  the 
SkimmingtoD  then,^  said  the  dame,  ^*  or  parade 
me  in  a  cart  ^th  all  the  brass  basins  of  the  ward 
beating  the  march  to  Bridewell  before  me  ?^ 

^  I  would  sooner  be  carted  to  Tyburn  my- 
self,^ replied  the  penitent. 

^  Why,  then,  sit  up  like  a  man,  and  wipe 
thine  eyes ;  and  if  thou  art  pleased  with  what  I 
have  done,  I  will  shew  thee  how  thou  mayest  re- 
quite me  in  the  highest  dc^ee.^ 

^  How  ?**  said  Jenkin  Vincent,  sitting  straight 
up  in  his  chair.  **  You  would  have  me,  then, 
do  you  some  service  for  this  friendship  of  yours  P^ 

•'  Ay,  marry  would  I,'*  smd  Dame  Ursley ; 
^  for  you  are  to  know,  that  though  I  am  right 
glad  to  stead  you  with  it,  this  gold  is  not  mine, 
but  was  placed  in  my  hands  in  order  to  find  a 
trusty  agent,  for  a  certain  purpose ;  and  so-— but 
what^s  the  matter  with  you?— «re  you  fool  enough 
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to  be  magryheaamt  joa  camial  gel  a  pune  of 
gaUL  for  nodnng?  I  woidd  I  knew  wliete  wmk 
woe  to  oome  by.  I  nefer  ooold  find  them  lyiog 
in  my  load,  I  pronuae  joil^ 

^  No,  no,  dame,*  mid  poor  J  enkm,  ^  it  is  not 
fiir  that ;  for,  look  you,  I  would  lather  work 
tbcae  ten  bones  to  the  knncklesy  and  live  by  my 
labour^  but  ^  (and  heie  he  panaed.) 
.  «<  But  what,  man r  and  Dame  Unky ;  <<you 
are  willing  to  work  for  what  you  want,  and  yet 
when  loffer  you  gold  for  the  winniog,  you  look 
on  me  as  the  devil  looks  over  Lincoln,* 

^<  It  is  ill  talking  of  the  devil,  mother,*  aaid 
Jenkin.  ^  I  had  him  evmi  now  in  my  head— 
fiir,  look  you,  I  am  at  that  pass  whoi  th^  say 
he  wSk  iqypear  to  wretched  ruined  creatures,  and 
proffer  them  gold  for  the  fee-simple  of  their  sal- 
vation. But  I  haw  been  trying  these  two  days 
to  bring  my  mind  strong  up  to  the  thought,  that 
I  will  rathtf  sit  down  in  sham%  and  sin,  and  sor- 
row, as  I  am  like  to  do,  than  hold  on  inill  ooor- 
ses  to  get  rid  of  my  present  straits ;  and  an  take 
care.  Dame  Ursula,  how  you  tempt  me  to  break 
such  a  good  resolution.'" 
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I  tempt  you  to  aothiiig^  young  man,^  an- 
swered Ursula ;  *^  and  as  I  perceive  you  are  too 
wilful  to  be  wise,  I  will  e^en  put  my  purse  in  my 
pocket,  and  look  out  for  some  one  that  will  work 
my  turn  with  better  will  and  more  thankfulness 
And  you  may  go  your  own  oourset— -break 
your  indenture,  ruin  your  father,  lose  your  cha- 
racter, and  bid  pretty  Mistress  Marget  farewell, 
for  ever  and  a  dayi^ 

**  Stay,  stay^^  said  Jenkin ;  <<  the  woman  is  in 
as  great  a  hurry  as  a  brown  baker  when  bis  oven 
is  overheated.  First,  let  me  hear  that  which  you 
have  to  propose  to  me.^ 

^<  Why,  after  all,  it  is  but  to  get  a  gentleman 
of  rank  andfintune,  who  is  in  troublci  carried  in 
secret  down  the  river,  as  far  as  the  Isle  of  Bogs, 
or  somewhere  thereabout,  where  he  may  lie  con*, 
eealed  until  he  can  escape  abroad.  I  know  thou 
knowest  every  place  by  the  river's  nde  as  well  as 
the  devil  knows  an  usurer,  or  the  beggar  knows 
his  dish.^ 

^^  A  plague  of  your  similies,  dame,^  replied 
the  apprentice ;  *^  for  the  devil  gave  me  that 
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knowledge,  and  beggary  may  be  the  end  aa\ — 
dut  what  has  thb genlkman done,  thatheshouU 
need  to  be  under  hiding  ?  No  Papist,  I  hope- 
no  Caterfyy  and  Pierqf  bumcaa  no  Gunpowder 
Plotr 

<^  Fie,  fie— -what  do  you  take  me  for  ?^  said 
Dame  Ursuhu  **  I  am  as  good  a  churdiworoaa 
as  the  parson'^s  wife,  save  that  neoesaary  busness 
will  not  allow  me  to  go  there  oftener  than  on 
Christmas-day,  Heaven  hdp  me.  No,  no— this 
is  no  PojMsh  matter ;  the  gentleman  hath  but 
struck  another  in  the  Park.^ 

'^  Ha !  what  ?^  said  Vincent,  interrupting  her 
with  a  start 

*^  Ay,  ay,  I  aee  you  guess  whom  I  mean«-— It 
is  even  he  we  have  spoken  of  ao  often — just  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  and  no  one  else.^  Vincent  sprung 
from  his  seat,  and  traversed  the  room  with  rafud 
and  disorderly  steps.  '^  There,  there  it  is  now 
^you  are  always  ice  or  gunpowder.  You  sit  in 
the  great  leathern  arm-chair  as  quiet  as  a  rocket 
bangs  upon  the  frame  in  a  rejoicing  night  till  the 
match  be  fired,  and  then  whiss  !  you  are  in  the 
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third  heairen,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human 
voioet  eye,  or  brain.  When  yoa  have  wearied 
yourself  with  padding  to  and  fro  acroas  the  room, 
wiU  you  tell  me  your  determination,  for  time 
presses?  WiU  you  md  me  in  this  matter,  ornot?^ 

«  No-^no-^no— a  thousand  times  no,**  replied 
Jenkin.  *'  Have  you  not  confessed  to  me  that 
Margaret  loves  him  ?** 

^  Ay,^  answered  die  dame,  '^  that  she  thinks 
ahe  does ;  but  that  will  not  last  kmg.^ 
•  *<  And  have  I  not  told  you  but  this  instant,^ 
replied  Jenkin,  **  that  it  was  this  same  Olenvar* 
loch  that  rooked  roe  at  the  ordinary  ci  every 
penny  I  had,  and  made  a  knave  of  me  to  boot, 
by  gaining  more  than  was  my  own  ?-— O  that  cur- 
sed gold,  which  Sfaortyard  the  mercer  paid  me 
that  morning  on  accompt,  for  mending  the  dock 
of  Sunt  Stephens  I  If  I  had  not,  by  ill  chance, 
had  that  about  me,  I  could  but  have  beggared 
my  purse,  without  blemishing  my  honesty ;  and 
after  I  had  been  rooked  of  all  the  rest  amongst 
them,  I  must  needs  risk  the  last  five  piec^  with 
that  shark  among  the  minnows.^ 
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«<  Granted,"*  aud  Dune  Ursnla;  <<  all  this  I 
know;  andlowDy  that  as  Lord  Glenrariocfa  was 
the  last  jou  phyed  with,  you  ha^e  a  right  to 
charge  your  ruin  on  his  head.  Moreover,  I  ad- 
mit, as  already  said,  that  Margaret  has  made  him 
your  rival*  Yet  surely,  now  he  is  in  danger  to 
lose  his  hand,  it  is  not  a  time  to  remember  aD 
this.'* 

<<  By  my  faith,  but  it  is  though,"*  sud  the 
young  citizen.  *^  Lose  his  hand,  indeed?  They 
may  take  his  head,  for  what  I  care.  Head  and 
hand  have  made  me  a  miserable  wretdi.^ 

'*  Now,  were  it  not  better,  my  prince  of  flat 
caps,^  said  Dame  Ursula,  ^  that  matters  were 
squared  between  you,  and  that,  through  means 
of  the  same  Scotch  lord,  who  has,  as  you  say,  de- 
prived you  of  your  money  and  your  mistress, 
you  should  in  a  aiiort  time  recover  both  ?^ 

*'  And  how  can  your  wisdom  come  to  that 
conclusion,  damef*  snd  the  apprentice;  **  my 
mon^,  indeed,  I  can  concave— 4hat  is,  if  Icom- 
ply  with  your  proposal— But  my  pretty  Maiga- 
ret— how  serving  this  lord,  whom  she  has  set 
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faer  noiuenacal  head  upon,  can  do  me  good  with 
her,  is  far  beyond  my  conoeption.^ 

**  That  18  because,  in  simple  phrase,**  md 
Dame  Ursula,  ^'  thou  kaowest  no  more  of  a  wo- 
man^s  heart  than  doth  a  Norfolk  gosling.  Look 
you,  man.    Were  I  to  report  to  Mistress  Marget 
that  the  young  lord  has  miscarried  through  thy 
lack  of  courtesy  in  refusing  to  help  him,  wby^ 
then,  thou  wort  odious  to  her  for  ever.   She  will 
loath  thee  as  she  will  loath  the  very  cook  who  is  to 
strike  off  Glenvarlodi^s  hand  with  his  deaver-— 
and  then  she  will  be  yet  more  fixed  in  her  affec* 
tion  towards  this  lord.    London  will  hear  of  no- 
thing but  him— epeak  of  nothing  but  him^--think 
of  nothing  but  him,  for  three  weeks  at  least,  and 
all  that  outcry  will  serve  to  keep  him  .uppermost 
in  her  mind ;  for  nothing  pleasesa^l  so  much  as 
to  bear  relation  toanyone  whoisthetalkof  the 
whole  world  around  her.  Then,  if  he  suffer  this 
sentence  of  the  law,  it  is  a  chance  if  she  ever  for^ 
gets  him.    I  saw  that  handsome  proper  youi^ 
gentleman,  Babington,  suffer  in  the  Queen^s  time 
myself,  and  though  I  was  then  but  a  girl,  he  was 

in  my  head  for  a  year  after  he  was  hanged.  But, 
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aboive  all,  pardoned  or  puniahed,  Gleovarlock 
nvill  probably  remain  in  London,  and  his  pre- 
sence will  keep  up  the  ally  girrs  nonsenwcat* 
fancy  about  him.    Whereasi  if  he  eacapca        ^ 

*^  Ay,  ahew  me  how  that  is  to  avail  me  ?^  said 
Jenkin. 

**  If  he  escapes,*"  said  the  dame,  resuming  her 
argument,  ^*  he  must  resign  the  court  for  years, 
if  not  for  life ;  and  you  know  the  old  saying, 
'  out  of  sight,  and  out  of  mind.*^ 

«<  True«-mo8t  true,^  said  Jenkin ;  ^  spoken 
like  an  oracle,  most  wise  Ursula.^ 

**  Ay,  ay,  I  knew  j^u  would  hear  reason  ai 
last,"^  said  the  wily  dame ;  "  and  then,  when  this 
same  lord  is  off  and  away  for  once  and  for  ever, 
who,  I  pray  you,  is  to  be  pretty  pet^s  oonfiden- 
tial  person,  and  who  is  to  fill  up  the  void  in  her 
affections?— why,  who  but  thou,  thou  pearl  of 
^pventices !  And  then  you  will  have  overoome 
your  own  inclinations  to  comply  with  her'*s,  and 
every  woman  is  sensible  of  that-— «Dd  you  will 
have  run  sottoe  risk,  too,  in  carrymg  her  desires 
into  effect— and  what  is  it  that  woman  likes  beU 
ter  than  bravery  and  devotion  to  her  will  ?  Then 
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you  hate  her  tooret»  and  she  must  treat  you  with 
favour  aad  obaervauce,  and  wpote  oon6denoe  in 
you»  aad  hold  private  mteroourse  Mridi  you,  till 
she  weeps  with  one  eye  for  the  abeent  lover  whom 
she  is  never  to  see  again*  and  blinks  with  the 
other  blithely  npoa  him  who  is  in  presence ;  and 
then  if  you  know  not  how  to  improve  the  rela- 
lion  in  whieh  you  stand  with  her,  you  are  not  the 
brisk  lively  lad  that  all  the  world  takes  you  for 
—Said  I  weU  ?^ 

*'  You  have  spoken  like  an  empress,  moat 
mighty  Ursula,**  said  Jenkin  Vineent ;  *'and  your 
will  shall  be  obeyed.^ 

*<  You  know  Alsatia  wdl  ?^  continued  his  tu- 
toress. 

'  *<  Well  enough,  weU  enough,^  r^ed  Jbe  with 
a  nod ;  **  Ihave  heard  the  dice  rattle  diere  in  my 
day,  before  I  must  set  up  for  gentleman,  and  go 
among  the  gallants  at  the  Shavaker  Bojo^s,  as 
they  call  him,--*-the  worse  rookery  of  the  two, 
Ifaough  die  feathers  are  the  gayest.^^ 

^*  And  they  will  have  a  respect  for  thee  yon*- 
der,  I  warrant.'^ 

*^  Ay,  ay,^  replied  Via,  **  when  I  am  got  in- 
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to  in  J  fostiaii  doublet  agttin,  with  my  bit  of  a 
trufmion  under  my  arm^  I  otn  walk  Alsatia  at 
midnight  as  I  could  do  that  there  Fleet-stieet  in 
mid-day— they  will  not  one  of  them  swagger  widi 
the  prince  of  ^prentices,  and  the  king  of  club^~ 
they  know  I  could  bring  eveiy  tall  boy  in  the 
ward  down  upon  them.^ 

'*  And  you  know  all  the  watermen,  and  so 
forth  ?*• 

**  Can  converse  with  every  sculler  in  his  own 
language,  from  Richmond  to  Gravesend,  and 
know  all  the  water-cocks,  from  John  Taylor  the 
Poet  to  little  Grigg  the  Grinner,  who  never  pulk 
but  he  shews  all  his  teeth  from  ear  to  ear,  as  if  he 
were  grimacing  through  a  horse-collar.^ 

^  And  you  can  take  any  dress  or  character 
upon  you  well,  sudi  as  a  waterman^s,  a  butcher^ 
a  foot-sddier^s,^  continued  Ursula,  **  or  the  like?" 

^<  Not  such  a  mummer  as  I  am  within  die 
walls,  and  thou  knowest  thatwell  enough,  dame,* 
rephed  the  apprentice.  *<  I  can  touch  the  play- 
ers themselves,  at  the  Ball  and  at  theFortune,  for 
presenting  any  thing  except  a  gentlottaii.  Take 
but  this  d«-d  skin  of  frippery  off  me,  which  I 


THE  FORTUNRS  OY  KIOBL.  £51 

tbink  die  devil  stock  me  into^  imd  you  sbaU  put 
me  into  nothbg  else  that  I  will  not  become  as  if 
I  w»e  born  to  it^ 

<<  Well,  we  will  talk  of  your  tnnnnutation  by 
and  bye,^  said  the  dame,  **  and  •find  you  clothes 
withal,  and  money  bendes;  for  it  will  take  a  good 
deal  to  carry  the  thing  handsomely  through."* 

**  But  where  b  that  money  to  come  from, 
dame  7^  said  Jenkin ;  ^*  there  is  a  question  I  would 
fain  have  answered  before  I  touch  it.^ 

^<  Why,  what  a  fod  art  thou  to  ask  such  a 
question !  Suppose  I  am  content  to  adyance  it 
to  please  youngmadam,  what  isthe  harm  then  ?^ 

*'  I  #ill  suppose  no  sudi  thing,^  said  Jenkin 
hastily ;  '^  I  know  that  you,  dame,  have  no  gold 
to  iqpare,  and  may  be  would  ^not  spare  it  if  you 
bad— BO  that  cock  will  not  crow.  Itmustbefiom 
Margaret  herself.^ 

*^  Well,  thou  suspicious  animal,  and  what  if 
it  werer*  said  Ursula. 

<<  Only  this,"*  x^ed  Jenkin,  <'  that  I  will 
presently  to  her,  and  learn  if  she  has  come  fairly 
by  so  much  ready  money ;  for  sooner  than  I  con* 
nive  at  her  getting  it  by  any  indirection,  I  would 
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sooner  hmg  myaelf  «l  oooe.  It  is  enoi^  wlitt 
I  have  done  myself » no  need  to  engage  poor  Mar« 
garet  in  such  TiUainy— FU  to  her  and  idi  her  of 
the  danger  ■!  wiU,  by  heaven T 

^  You  are  mad  to  think  of  it,*"  sud  Baone 
Soddlediop,  conndendily  alanned^-**<  bear  me 
butamoment.  Iknoirnotpredsdyfromwhom 
she  got  the  money ;  bat  sure  I  am  that  she  ob- 
tained it  at  her  godfather^s.^ 

**  Why,  Master  George  Hetiot  is  not  retuni- 
ed  from  Frsnee,^  said  Jenkin« 

^  No,"*  replied  Unuk,  ^  but  Dame  Judith  is 
at  home— and  the  stnmge  lady,  whom  they  call 
Master  Heriof  s  ghost— she  never  goes  abroad^ 

<^  It  is  very  true.  Dame  Soddlediop,^  ssid 
Jenkin ;  <^  and  I  believe  you  have  guessed  right 
-^-they  say  that  lady  has  •coin  at  will,  and  if  Mar- 
get  can  get  a  handful  of  fairy-gold,  why,  die  is 
free  to  throw  it  away  at  wilL^ 

^'  Ah,  Jin  Vin,^  said  the  dame,  redudi^  her 
vcNoe  almost  to  a  iHiisper,  '<  we  should  not  want 
gold  at  will  neither,  oould  we  but  read  the  riddle 
of  that  buly  !"* 

**  They  nuy  read  it  that  list,*  said  Jenkin, 


Tlie  FOATUKK8  OF  MIOKI-  858 

<<  ril  never  pry  into  what  oonoems  me  not— 
Matter  Greorge  Heriot  is  a  worthy  and  brave  cU 
tizen,  and  an  honour  to  London,  and  has  a  right 
to  manage  his  own  household  as  he  likes  beiff.-— 
There  was  once  a  talk  of  rabbling  him  the  fifth 
of  November  before  the  last,  because  they  said 
he  k^  a  nunnery  in  his  house,  like  old  Lady 
Foljambe;  but  Master  George  b  well  loved 
among  the  ^prentices^  and  we  got  so  many  brisk 
bojrs  of  us  together  as  should  have  rabbled  the 
rabble,  had  they  had  but  the  heart  to  rise.^ 

*^  Well,  let  that  pass,^  said  Ursula :  '<  and  now 
tell  me  how  you  will  manage  to  be  absent  from 
shop  a  day  or  two,  for  you  must  think  that  this 
matter  will  not  be  ended  sooner.^ 

**  Why,  as  to  that,  I  can  say  nothing,^  said 
Jenkin,  « I  have  always  served  duly  and  truly ; 
I  have  no  heart  to  play  truant,  and  cheat  my 
master  of  his  time  as  well  as  his  money.^ 

*'Nay,  but  the  point  is  to  get  back  his  money 
for  him,^  said  Ursula,  **  which  he  is  not  likely  to 
see  on  other  conditions.  Could  you  not  ask  leave 
to  go  down  to  your  uncle  in  Essex  for  two  or 
three  days  ?    He  may  Jbe  ill,  you  know."* 
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''  Why,  if  I  musty  I  nius^^  said  Jenkin, 
a  heayy  flBgh ;  ^  but  I  will  not  be  lightly  cai^t 
treading  these  dark  and  crooked  paths  again."" 

^'  Hush  thee  then,^  said  the  dame,  *<  and  get 
leave  for  this  very  evening;  and  comeback  hither, 
and  I  will  introduce  you  to  another  inqplement 
whomustbeemployedin  the  matter. — Stay,  stay! 
—the  lad  is  mased— you  would  not  go  into  your 
master^s  shop  in  that  giuse,  surely  ?  Your  trunk 
is  in  the  matted  chamber  with  your  ^prentice 
things-^go  and  put  them  on  as  fast  as  you  can." 

**  I  think  I  am  bewitched,^  said  Jenkin,  giving 
a  glance  towards  his  dress,  *<  or  that  these  fool*s 
trappings  have  nuide  as  great  an  ass  of  me  as  of 
many  I  have  sea  wear  them ;  but  let  me  once 
be  rid  of  the  harness,  and  if  you  eatch  me  put- 
ting  it  on  agmn,  I  will  give  you  leave  to  sell  me 
to  a  gipsey,  to  carry  pots,  pans,  and  beggar^s 
bantlings,  all  the  rest  of  my  life.^ 
So  saying,,  he  retired  to  change  his  a^pareL 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Chance  will  not  do  the  work— Chance  aends  the  breeze ; 

But  if  the  p3ot  dumber  at  the  helm. 

The  veiy  wind  that  wafta  ua  toward  the  port 

May  dash  ua  on  the  shelves— The  steersman's  part  is  vigiUnce, 

Blow  it  or  rough  or  smooth. 

Old  PUu* 


Wx  left  Nigel,  whose  finrtunes  we  are  bound 
to  trace  by  the  engagement  contracted  in  our 
title-page,  sad  and  solitary  in  the  mannon  of 
Trapbois  the  usurer,  haying  just  reo^ved  a  let* 
ter  instead  of  a  vi^t  from  his  friend  the  Templar, 
stating  reasons  why  he  could  not  at  that  time 
come  to  see  him  in  Alsatia,  So  that  it  appeared 
his  intercourse  with  the  better  and  more  respect- 
able class  of  society,  was,  for  the  present,  entirely 
cut  off.  This  was  a  melancholy,  and,  to  a  proud 
mind  like  that  of  Nigel,  a  d^;rading  reflection. 

He  went  to  the  window  of  his  apartment,  and 
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found  the  street  enveloped  in  one  of  those  thick, 
dingy,  ydlow-4x>loured  fogs,  which  often  invest 
the  lower  part  of  London  and  Westminster.^- 
Amid  the  darkness,  dense  and  palpable,  were  seen 
to  wander  like  phantoms  a  reveller  or  two,  whom 
the  morning  had  surprised  where  the  evening  left 
them ;  and  who  now,  with  tottering  steps,  and  by 
an  instinct  which  intoxication  could  not  wholly 
overcome,  were  groping  the  way  to  their  own 
homes,  to  convert  day  into  night,  for  the  purpose 
of  sleeping  off  the  debauch  which  had  turned 
night  into  day.  Although  it  was  broad  day  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  city,  it  was  scarce  dawn  yet 
in  Alsatia ;  and  n<me  of  the  sounds  of  industry 
or  occupation  were  there  heard,  which  had  long 
before  aroused  the  slumberers  in  every  other 
quarter.  The  prospect  was  too  tiresome  and  dis- 
agreeable to  detain  Lord  Glenvarloch  at  his  sta^ 
tion,  so,  turning  from  the  window,  he  examined 
with  more  interest  the  furniture  and  appearance 
of  the  apartment  which  he  tenanted. 

Much  of  it  had  been  in  its  time  rich  and  curi* 
ous— there  was  a  huge  feur-posted  bed,  with  as 
much  carved  oak  about  it  as  would  have  made  the 
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head  of  a  mw-of'-wtr,  and  tapestry  hangings  am- 
pie  enou^  to  have  been  her  sails.  There  wasa 
huge  mirroriritfa  a  massyfrsmc  of  gilt  brass^work, 
which  was  of  Venetian  namnfaeture,  and  must 
have  been  worth  a  eonsideiable  sum  before  it  re« 
eeived  the  tremendous  crack,  whidi,  traversing  it 
from  one  comer  to  the  odier,  bore  the  same  p(o> 
portion  to  the  surface  that  the  Nile  bears  to  the 
map  of  Egypt  The  chairs  were  of  di£Rerent  forms 
and  shapes,  some  had  been  carred,  some  gilded, 
sosse  corered  mth  damasked  leather,  some  with 
embroidered  work,  but  all  were  damaged  and 
WMm-eaten.  There  was  a  picture  of  Susanna  and 
the  Elders  oirer  the  chimney*piece,  which  might 
have  he&k  accounted  a  choice  (neoe,  had  not  the 
rau  made  free  with  the  chaste  fair  one^s  nose,  and 
with  the  beard  of  one  of  her  reverend  admirers. 

In  a  word,  dl  that  Lord  Glenvarloch  saw, 
seemed  to  have  been  articles  carried  off  by  ap- 
praisement or  distress,  or  bought  as  pennyworths 
at  some  obscure  broker^s,  and  huddled  together 
in  the  apartment  as  in  a  sale-room,  without  re- 
gard to  taste  or  oongruity. 

vol..  ir.  R 
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The  place  appealed  to  Nigel  to  reaemble  the 
bouses  near  the  aeaFCoaat,  which  aie  tooofteofnr. 
niahed  with  the  spoib  of  wracked  vesads,  as  this 
was  probably  fitted  up  with  the  idica  of  rumed 
profligates-*^'  My  own  skiff  is  among  the  break- 
ers,^ thought  Lord  Gkovarlodi,  **  though  my 
wreck  will  add  little  to  the  profits  of  the  qtoikr.^ 

He  was  chiefly  interested  in  the  state  of  the 
grate^  a  huge  assembli^  of  rusted  iron  bars 
which  stood  in  the  diimney,  unequally  support- 
ed  by  three  biasen  feet,  moulded  into  the  form 
of  lion^s  daws,  while  thefourth,  which  had  beoi 
bent  by  an  accident,  seemed  proudly  uplifted  as 
if  to  paw  the  ground ;  or  as  if  the  whole  artide 
had  nourished  the  ambitious  purpose  of  paciog 
forth  into  the  middle  of  the  apartment,  and  had 
one  foot  ready  raised  for  the  journey.  A  smile 
passed  orer  NigePs  face  as  tins  &Dta8tic  idea  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  fiincy.— **  I  must  stop  it^s 
march,  however,^  thought  he ;  '^  for  this  mom* 
ing  is  chill  and  raw  enough  to  demand  some  fire.^ 

He  called  accordingly  from  the  top  of  a  large 
stidr-case,  with  a  heavy  oaken  balustrade,  which 
gave  access  to  his  own  and  other  apartments,  for 
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the  house  was  old  and  of  confliderable  size ;  but 
reodying  no  answer  to  his  repeated  summons,  he 
was  compelled  to  go  in  seardi  of  some  one  who 
might  accommodate  him  with  what  he  wanted. 

Nigel  had,  acoordbg  to  the  fashion  of  the  old 
world  in  Scotland,  received  an  education  whidi 
might,  in  most  particulars,  be  termed  simple, 
hardy,  and  unostentatious ;  but  he  had,  never* 
theless,  been  accustomed  to  much  personal  defe- 
rence, and  to  the  constant  attendance  and  mi« 
niitry  of  one  or  more  domestics.  This  was  the 
universal  custom  in  Scotiand,  where  wages  were 
next  to  nothing,  and  where  indeed  a  man  of  tide 
or  influence  might  have  as  many  attendants  as 
he  pleased,  for  the  mere  expense  of  food,  dothes, 
and  countenance.  Nigel  was  therefore  mortified 
and  displeased  when  he  found  himself  without 
notice  or  attendance ;  and  the  more  dissatisfied, 
because  he  was  at  the  same  time  angry  with  him- 
self for  suffering  such  a  trifle  to  trouble  him  at 
all,  amongst  matters  of  more  deep  concernment. 
*^  There  must  surely  be  some  servants  in  so  large 
a  house  as  this,^  said  he,  as  he  wandered  over 
the  fdace,  through  which  he  was  conducted  by  a 
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passage  which  branched  off  from  the  gallery.  As 
he  went  on,  he  tried  the  entrance  to  several  apart- 
ments, some  of  which  he  found  were  locked  and 
others  unfurnished,  all  apparendy  unoccupied ; 
so  that  at  length  he  returned  tothe  8tair.case,aiid 
resolved  to  make  his  way  down  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  house,  where  he  supposed  he  must  at  least 
find  the  old  gentleman  and  hisill4avoured  daugh- 
ter. With  this  purpose  he  first  made  his  entrance 
into  a  litde  low  dark  pariour,  containing  a  well- 
worn  leathern  easy  chair,  before  which  stood  a 
pair  of  slippers,  while  on  the  left  side  rested  a 
crujtch-handied  staff;  an  oaken  table  stood  be- 
fore it,  and  supported  a  huge  desk  clamped  with 
iron,  and  a  massive  pewter  ink-stand.  Around 
the  apartment  were  shelves,  cabinets,  and  other 
places  convenient  for  depositing  papers.  A  sword, 
musketoon,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  hung  over  the 
chimney  in  ostentatious  dbplay,  as  if  to  indmate 
that  the  proprietor  would  be  prompt  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  premises. 

"  This  must  be  the  usurer's  den,^^  thought 
Nigel ;  and  he  was  about  to  call  aloud,  when  the 
old  man,  awakened  even  by  the  slightest  nmse. 
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for  avarice  seldom  deeps  sound,  soon  was  heard 
from  the  inner  room,  speaiung  in  a  voice  of  irri« 
lability,  rendered  more  tremulous  by  his  morn- 
ing cough. 

**  Ugh,  ugh,  ugh— who  is  there  ?  Isay-wu^, 
ugh — ^who  is  there  ?  Why,  Martha  1— ugh,  u^, 
Martha  Trapbms— here  be  thieves  in  the  house, 
and  they  will  not  speak  to  me— why,  Martha  !— 
thieves,  thieves— ugh,  ugh,  ugh  !^ 

Nigel  endeavoured  to  explain,  but  the  idea  of 
thieves  had  taken  possession  of  the  old  maii'*s 
pineal  gland,  and  he  kept  coughing  and  scream- 
ing, and  screaming  and  coughing,  until  the  gca- 
cious  Martha  entered  the  apartment ;  and  having 
6r8t  out-screamed  her  father,  in  order  to  convince 
him  that  there  was  no  danger,  and  to  assure  him 
that  the  intruder  was  their  new  lodger,  and  ha- 
ving as  often  heard  her  sire  ejaculate-—**  Hcdd 
him  fast>— ugh,  ugh— hold  him  fast  till  I  come,"^ 
she  at  length  succeeded  in  silencing  his  fears  and 
his  clamour,  and  then  coldly  and  drily  asked 
Lord  Glenvarloch  what  he  wanted  in  her  fathers 
apartment. 

Her  lodger  had,  in  the  meantime,  leisure  to 
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ocmteinpkte  her  appeanmoe^  which  did  not  by 
any  means  improTe  the  idea  he  had  formed  of  it 
by  candle-light  on  the  preoedbg  evening.  She 
was  dressed  in  what  was  called  a  Queen  Mary^s 
ruff  and  farthingale ;  not  the  falling  ruff  with 
which  the  unfortiuiate  Mary  of  Scotland  is  usu- 
ally painted,  but  that  which,  with  more  than  Spa- 
nish stiffness,  surrounded  the  throat,  and  set  off 
the  morose  head,  of  her  fierce  namesake  of  Smith- 
field  memory.  This  antiquated  dressassorted  well 
with  the  faded  complexion,  grey  eyes,  thin  lips^ 
andausterevisageoftheantiquated  maiden,  which 
was,  moreover,  enhanced  by  a  black  hood^  worn 
as  her  head-gear,  carefully  disposed  so  as  to  pr&- 
yent  any  of  her  hair  from  escapng  to  view,  prcK 
bably  because  the  simplicity  of  the  period  knew  no 
art  of  disguising  the  colour  with  whidi  time  had 
begun  to  grizale  her  tresses.  Her  figure  was  tall, 
thin,  and  flat,  with  skinny  arms  and  hands,  and 
feet  of  the  larger  size,  cased  in  h  uge  high-heeled 
shoes,  which  added  height  to  a  stature  already 
ungainly.  Apparently  some  art  had  been  used 
by  the  tailor,  to  conceal  a  slight  defect  of  shs^ 
occaaioned^  by  the  aoddratal  etevation  of  one 
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diottlder  above  the  other ;  but  the  praisewoithy 
e&rts  of  the  iogemouB  meefaame  hed  only  suo- 
oeeded  in  calUng  the  atteotioii  of  the  oboerrer  to 
hiB  benerolent  purpose,  inthout  demonstrating 
that  he  had  been  dble  to  achieve  it. 

Such  was  Mrs  Martha  Trapbois,  whose  dry 
<<  What  were  you  lacking  here,  or  r*  fUl  again, 
and  with  reiterated  sharpneBs,  on  the  ear  of  Nigel, 
as  he  gaied  upon  her  presence,  and  compared  it 
internally  to  one  cS  the  faded  and  grim  figures 
in  the  old  tapestry  which  adorned  his  bedstead. 
It  was,  however,  necessary  to  reply,  and  he  an- 
awered  that  he  came  in  search  of  the  servants,  as 
he  desired  to  have  a  fire  kindled  in  his  apartment 
on  account  of  the  rawness  of  the  morning. 

«<  The  woman  who  does  our  chare-work,*  an- 
awered  MistiesB  Marthli,  *' comes  at  eight  o^dock 
—if  you  want  fire  sooner,  there  are  faggots  and 
a  bucket  of  sea-^soal  in  the  stone-closet  at  the 
head  of  the  stair--4md  there  is  a  flint  and  steel 
on  the  upper  shelf-— you  can  Ut  find  for  yourself 
if  you  will.^ 

<<  No— no— 4)o,  Martha,^  ejaculated  her  fa- 
ther^ who,  ha;iring  donned  his  rusty  tunic,  with 
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hb  bote  aU  iiBgirt,  and  hit  feet  atip-ahody  baHilj 
eame  out  of  the  ianer  apartmenty  with  his  mind 
probably  iiill  of  robbers,  far  he  had  a  naked  m- 
pier  io  hb  hand,  which  still  looked  fotmidable, 
though  rust  had  somewhat  marred  its  shine. — 
What  he  had  heard  at  entrance  about  lightings 
fire,  bad  changed,  however^  the  current  of  hb 
ideas.  **  No-*-no— 410,^  he  cried,  and  eadi  ne- 
gative was  more  emphatic  than  its  predecessor— 
<<  The  gentleman  shall  not  haye  the  trouble  to 
put  00  a  fire— High— mgb.  Fli  put  it  on  myself, 
for  a  con-si-de^raFU^m.^ 

Tbb  last  word  was  a  faTourite  eacpresnon  with 
the  old  gentleman,  which  he  pronounced  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  gasping  it  out  syllable  by  sjU 
lable,  and  laying  a  strong  emphasis  upon  the 
last  It  was  indeed  a  sort  of  protecting  clause, 
by  which  he  guarded  himself  against  all  incon- 
yeniences  attendant  on  the  rash  haUt  of  cffiering 
service  or  civility  of  any  kind,  the  whidi,  when 
hastily  snapped  at  by  those  to  whom  they  are 
uttered,  give  the  profierer  sometimes  room  to 
repent  hb  promptitude. 
''  For  shame,  father,"*  said   Martha ;  "  that 
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xDUst  not  be.  Master  Grahame  vrill  kindle  his 
own  fire,  or  wait  till  the  cbare-woman  comes  to  do 
it  for  him,  just  as  likes  him  best^ 

*'  No,  child— 410,  child.  Child  Martha,  no^^ 
reiterated  the  old  miser-— <*  no  duure-woman  shall 
ever  touch  a  grate  in  my  house ;  thej  put— ugh, 
ugh—the  fiiggot  uppermost,  and  so  the  boal  kin- 
dies  not,  and  the  flame  goes  up  the  chimney,  and 
wood  and  heat  are  both  thrown  away.  Now,  I 
will  lay  it  properiy  for  the  gentleman,  for  a  con- 
sideration, so  that  it  shall  last-^gh,  ugh— 4ast 
the  whole  day.""  Here  his  vehemence  increased 
his  cough  so  violently,  that  Nigel  could  only, 
from  a  scattered  word  here  and  there,  comprehend 
that  it  was  a  recommendation  to  his  daughter  to 
remove  the  poker  and  tongs  from  the  stranger^s 
fir&4ide,  with  an  assurance  that,  when  necessary, 
his  landlord  would  he  in  attendance  to  adjust  it 
himself,  ^*  for  a  consideration.^ 

Martha  paid  as  little  attention  to  the  old  man^s 
injunctions  as  a  predominant  dame  gives  to  those 
of  a  hen-pecked  husband.  She  only  repeated,  in 
a  deeper  and  more  emphatic  tone  of  censure,— 


\ 
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<'  For  ahaoie^  fiiftlier— for  shame  T  then,  tuni- 

mgtohergaeaX^  8aid»  with  her  usual  ungncioiis* 

ness  of  manner,—**^  Master  Gnhame— it  is  best 

to  be  plain  witk  you  at  first    Mj  father  is  an 

old,  a  very  old  man,  and  his  wits,  as  you  may 

see>  are  somewhat  weakened-*- though  I  would 

not  advise  you  to  make  a  bargain  with  lum,  else 

youmay  find  them  too  sharp  for  your  own.  For 

myself  I  am  a  lone  womany  and,  to  say  truth, 

care  little  to  see  or  converse  with  any  one.  If  yon 

can  be  satisfied  with  hous^ioom,  shelter,  and 

safety,  it  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you  have  them 

not,  and  they  are  not  always  to  be  found  in  this 

unhappy  quarter.    But  if  you  seek  deferential 

observance  and  attendance,  I  tell  you  at  once 

you  will  not  find  them  here."" 

«  I  am  not  wont  either  to  thrust  myself  upon 
acquaintance,  madam,  or  to  give  trouble,^  sud 
the  guest ;  <<  nevertheless,  I  will  need  the  assists 
ance  of  adomestic  to  assist  me  to  dress  perhaps 
you  can  recommend  me  to  sucfa.^ 

<<  Yes,  to  twenty,^  answered  Mistress  Martha, 
*^  who  will  pick  your  purse  while  they  tie  your 
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points,  and  cut  your  throat  while  they  smooth 
your  pillow.** 

<<  I  will  be  his  servant  myself,**  said  the  old 
man,  whose  inteUect,  for  a  moment  distanced, 
had  again,  in  some  measure,  got  up  with  the  cx>n- 
veraation.  '*  I  will  brush  his  doak— ugh,  ugh 
•«.4Uid  tie  his  pmnts-— ugh,  ugh— «nd  dean  his 
shoes— ugh— and  run  on  his  errands  with  qpeed 
and  safety*— mgh,  ugh,  ugh,  ugh— for  a  consider, 
ation.** 

^'  Good-morrow  to  you,  sir,**  said  Martha,  to 
Nigel,  in  a  tone  of  direct  and  poeitiTe  dismisaaL 
**  It  cannot  be  agreeable  to  a  daughter  that  a 
stranger  should  hear  her  father  speak  thus.  If 
you  be  really  a  gentleman,  you  will  retire  to 
your  own  apartment* 

'<  I  will  not  delay  a  moment,**  said  Nigel,  re* 
spectfully,  for  he  was  sensible  that  circumstan- 
ces palliated  the  woman*s  rudeness,  ^'  I  would 
but  ask  you,  if  seriously  there  can  be  danger  in 
procuring  the  assistance  of  a  serving-man  in  this 
place?** 

<*  Young  gentleman,**  said  Martha,  ^*  you 
must  know  little  of  Whitefriars  to  ask  the  ques- 

7 


86B  THK  FORTUNES  OF  NIttEL. 

tion.  We  live  alone  in  this  house,  and  sddoni 
has  a  stranger  entered  it ;  nor  should  you,  to  be 
plain,  had  my  will  been  consulted.  Ixx>k  at  the 
door — see  if  that  of  a  castle  can  be  better  secu- 
red ;  the  windows  of  the  first  floor  are  grated  on 
the  outade,  and  within,  look  to  these  shutten.** 

She  pulled  one  of  them  aade,  and  shewed  a  pon- 
derous  apparatus  of  bolts  and  chains  for  securing 
the  window-shutters,  while  her  fuher,  presang 
to  her  side,  seized  her  gown  with  a  trembling 
hand,  and  said,  in  a  low  whisper,  ^^  Shew  not 
the  trick  of  locking  and  undoing  them.  Shew 
him  not  the  trick  on%  Martha — ugh,  u^— on 
no  consideration.'*'  Martha  went  on,  without  pay- 
ing him  any  attention. 

**  And  yet,  young  gentleman,  we  have  been 
more  than  once  like  to  find  all  these  defences  too 
weak  to  protect  our  lives ;  such  an  evil  eflfect  on 
the  wicked  generation  around  us  hath  been 
made  by  the  unhappy  report  of  my  pocnr  father^s 
wealtb."" 

*^  Say  nothing  of  that,  housewife,^  said  the 
miser,  his  irritability  increased  by  the  very  sup- 
position of  his  being  wealthy-—'^  Say  nothing 
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of  that,  or  I  will  beat  thee,  housewife — beat  thee 
with  my  BtafF,  for  fetching  and  carrying  lies  that 
will  procure  our  throats  to  be  cut  at  last — ^u^ 
ugh.*-I  am  but  a  poor  man,^  he  continued,  turn- 
ing to  Nigel — '^  a  very  poor  man,  that  am  will, 
ing  to  do  any  honest  turn  upon  earth,  for  a  mo- 
dest conaderation.^ 

^*  I  therefore  warn  you  of  the  life  you  must 
lead,  young  gentleman,^  said  Martha;  **  the  poor 
woman  who  does  the  chare-work  will  assist  you  so 
far  as  is  in  her  power,  but  the  wise  man  is  his  own 
best  servant  and  assistant^ 

**  It  is  a  lesson  you  have  taught  me,  madam, 
and  I  thank  you  for  it^-I  will  assuredly  study 
it  at  leisure.^ 

<*  You  will  do  weU,**  said  Martha ;  *'  and  as 
you  seem  thankful  for  advice,  I,  though  I  am 
no  professed  counsellor  of  others,  will  give  you 
more.  Make  no  intimacy  with  any  one  in  White- 
liiars— 4x>rrow  no  money,  on  any  score,  especially 
from  my  father,  for,  dotard  as  he  seemsi,  be  will 
make  an  ass  of  you.  Last,  and  best  of  all,  stay 
here  not  an  instant  longer  than  you  can  help  it. 
Farewell,  sir.*^ 
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*^  A  gnarled  tree  may  bear  good  fruit,  and  a 
harsh  nature  may  give  good  counsel,^  thought 
the  Lord  of  Glenvarloch,  as  he  retreated  to  his 
own  apartment,  where  the  same  reflection  occur* 
red  to  himagain  and  again,  while,  unable  as  yet 
to  reoondle  himself  to  the  thoughts  of  becoming 
his  own  fire-maker,  he  walked  up  and  down  his 
bed>room,  to  warm  himself  by  exercise* 

At  length  his  meditations  arranged  themsdves 
in  the  following  soliloquy— by  whidi  expression 
I  beg  leave  to  observe,  once  for  all,  that  Ido  not 
mean  thatNigel  literally  said  aloud,  withhisbodily 
organs,  the  words  which  follow  in  inverted  com- 
mas, (while  pacing  the  room  by  himself,)  but  that 
I  myself  chuse  to  present  to  my  dearest  read- 
er the  picture  of  my  heroes  mind,  his  reflections 
and  resoludons,  in  the  form  of  a  q)eech,  taUtfr 
than  in  that  of  a  narrative.  In  other  words,  I  have 
put  his  thoughts  into  language ;  and  this  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  purpose  of  the  soliloquy  upon  the 
stage  as  well  as  in  the  closet,  b^ng  at  once  the 
most  natural,  and  perhaps  the  only  way  of  com- 
municating to  the  spectator  what  is  supposed  to 
be  passing  in  the  bosom  of  the  scenic  personage. 
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There  are  no  such  soliloquies  in  nature,  it  is 
true;  but  unless  they  were  recdved  as  a  con- 
YOitional  medium  of  ocmimunication  betwixt  the 
poet  and  the  audience,  we  should  reduce  drama- 
tic authors  to  the  redpe  of  Master  Puff,  who 
makes  Lord  Burleigh  intimate  a  long  train  of 
political  reasoning  to  the  audience,  by  one  com- 
prdiensive  shake  of  his  noddle.  In  namtive, 
no  doubt,  the  writer  has  the  alternative  of  tell- 
ing that  his  personages  thought  so  and  so^  infer* 
red  thus  and  thus,  and  arrived  at  such  and  such 
a  condueoon ;  but  the  soliloquy  is  a  more  condse 
and  s[nrited  mode  of  communicating  the  same 
information;  and  therefore  thus  communed,  or 
thus  might  have  communed,  the  Lord  of  61en« 
▼arloch  with  his  own  mind. 

<*  She  is  right,  and  has  taught  me  a  lesson  I 
will  profit  by.  I  have  been,  through  my  whole 
life,  one  who  leant  upon  others  for  that  assist- 
ance, which  it  is  more  truly  noble  to  derive  from 
my  own  exertions.  I  am  ashamed  of  feeling 
the  paltry  inconvenience  which  long  haUt  has 
led  me  to  annex  to  the  want  of  a  servant^s  assbt- 
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anoe— I  am  aahamed  of  that ;  but  far^  far  more 
am  I  ashamed  to  have  suffered  the  same  habit  of 
throwing  my  own  burthen  on  others,  to  render  me, 
nnoe  I  came  to  this  ci^,  a  mere  victim  of  those 
events,  which  I  have  never  even  attempted  to  in- 
fluenoe«-a  thing  never  acting,  but  perpetually 
acted  upon-«-protected  by  one  friend,  deceived 
by  another ;  but  in  the  advantage  which  I  reoei. 
ved  from  the  one,  and  the  evil  I  have  sustained 
from  the  other,  as  pasttve  and  helpless  as  a  boat 
that  drifts  without  oar  or  rudder  at  the  mercy  of 
the  winds  and  waves.  I  became  a  courtier,  be- 
cause Heriot  so  advised  it — a  gamester,  because 
Dalgamo  so  contrived  it— an  Alsatian,  because 
Lowestoffe  so  willed  it  Whatever  of  good  or 
bad  has  befallen  me,  hath  arisen  out  of  the  agen- 
cy of  others,  not  from  my  own.  My  father'^s  son 
must  no  longer  hold  this  facile  and  puerile  course. 
Live  or  die,  sink  or  swim,  Nigel  Olifaunt,  from 
this  moment,  shall  owe  his  safety,  success,  and 
honour,  to  his  own  exertions,  or  shall  fall  with 
the  credit  of  having  at  least  exerted  his  own  free 
agency.     I  will  write  it  down  in  my  tablets,  in 
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her  very  wotds^*^  the  wise  man  is  his  own  best 


»f» 


He  had  just  put  his  tablets  in  his  poeket  when 
the  old  chaivwoiDaii,  whoy  to  add  to  her  effisi«My9 
was  sordy  handled  by  the  rhewmatism,  hobbled 
into  the  room^  to  try  if  she  could  gain  a  small 
gratificaiicm  by  waiting  on  the  stranger.  She 
readily  undertook  to  get  L<»d  Glenvarloch^s 
breakfast,  and  as  there  was  an  eating-house  at 
the  next  door,  she  suooecded  in  a  shorter  time 
than  Nigel  had  augured.  • 

As  his  solitary  meal  was  finished,  one  of  the 
Temple  porters,  or  infericMr  officers,  was  announ- 
ced, as  seeking  Master  Grahame,  on  the  part  of 
his  friend.  Master  Lowestoflfe ;  and  being  admiu 
ted  by  the  old  woman  to  his  apartment,  he  deli- 
vered toNigel  a  small  maiL-trunk,  with  the  clothes 
he  had  deflired  should  be  sent  to  him,  and  then, 
with  more  mystery,  put  into  lus  hand  a  casket, 
or  strong  box,  which  he  had  carefully  concealed 
beneath  his  doak.  <<  I  am  glad  to  be  rid  on\^ 
said  the  £ellow,  as  he  placed  it  on  the  table. 

*'  Why,  it  b  surely  not  so  very  heavy,^  an- 
swered.Nigel,  *'  and  you  are  a  stout  young  man.* 

▼OL.  II.  8 
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<<  Ay^  nr,^  replied  the  lidk^  t  ^<  Imt  Sampmi 
himself  would  not  have  carried  Buch  a  matter 
aOUjr  dutN^  Akatia,  had  the  lads  of  ^  Huff 
icnown  irfuit  it  was.  Please  to  kiok  mto  it,  aur, 
and  Bee  all  is  right  I  am  an  honeBt  faUow,  and 
it  eoBBCB  safe  out  of  my  handsk  How  h»g  it  may 
Mmidn  so  afterwmtk,  will  depend  cw  your  own 
care.  I  wouUnotmygoodnamewesietosuftr 
by  any  after-dap.^ 

To  satisfy  the  Bcraples  of  the  BMKDger,  Load 
Glenvarloch  opened  the  caBket  in  Us  prasenee, 
and  saw  thai  his  small  Btoek  of  moaey^  with  two 
or  three  vahiahle  papers  which  it  cotttainedy  $ini 
particulariy  the  original  dgiMnanual  whidk  the 
King  had  granted  in  his  iavour,  wfteintheasBBe 
order  in  which  he  had  left  thcm«    At  the  nmn^ 
ftirther  instance,  he  availed  hoasdf  of  the  wri- 
ting materials  whidi  the  casket  contained,  in  or- 
der to  send  a  line  to  Master  Lowestofle,  decla- 
ring that  his  property  had  reached  hmi  in  safety. 
He  added  scmie  gvateAd  acknowledgments  for 
Lowestoffe^s  services,  and  just  as  he  was  seal- 
ing and  delivering  his  billet  to  the  messenger, 
his  aged  hmdbrd  entered  the  apartment    His 


THS  VORTVXBB  07  VIGSL.  275 

thtead^MTe  tuk  of  block  dotfies  was  now  maat- 
whair  better  amni|;ed  tban  they  bod  beea  ki  dn 
diflinfaiile  of  fak  firat  appeeraaoe,  oiicl  bis  aofvcft 
and  inteUeets  seemed  to  be  less  flnttetedi  Ibr, 
nidiout  much  con^nng  or  besitotioBy  he  kmied 
N^el  to  partake  of  a  morning  drangfal  of  iriiolo- 
eoaae  flinglB  ale^  wUdi  he  faroug^  in  n  bnge 
leathern  tankard,  or  black  jack,  carried  in  the 
one  bond,  while  the  other  stiived  it  loond  widi  a 
iqirig  of  roeemioy y  tog^veit,  aa  the  dd  man  ndd, 
aflsvonr* 

JXgjA  dodioed  dbr  eenrteona  praiBery  and  int»- 
moled  by  hia  manner,  wUk  la  did  ao^  that  ha 
derired  no  intrudonr  ob  the  prtfacy  of  Us-  own 
ofiartment;  whidi  indeed  he  was  the  mote  enti« 
tled  to  maintmB,  oonsidering  the' cold  reeepdon 
he  had  that  morning  met  with  when  stfa^fing 
firmn  its  pieeincts  into  those  of  his  kndloed.  But 
the  open  casket  contained  aaatter,  or  mther  me* 
ta ,  so  attmati.ve  to  oU  Tfi^boii,  thatheremain- 
ed  fixed^  like  a  settii^-dog  al  a  dead  pointy  his 
nose  advanoed^  and  one  hand  expanded  like  the 
lifted  fore*paw,  by  which  diat  8i^;adou8  quadra* 
ped  aonetonies  indicates  that  it  is  a  bare  which  he 
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has  in  the  wind.  Nlgd  wasaboat  to  break  the 
charm  which  had  thus  arrested  old  Tiapboisy  bjr 
diutting  the  lid  of  the  casket,  when  his  attention 
was  withdrawn  from  him  by  the  question  of  the 
messenger,  who,  holding  out  the  letter,  asked 
whether  he  was  to  leave  it  at  Mr  IjowestoK*8 
chambers  in  the  Temple,  or  cany  it  to  the  Mar- 
shalsea? 

<<  The  Marshalsea  ?^  repeated  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch ;  *^  what  of  the  Marshalsea  ?" 

*<  Why,  sir,^  said  the  man,  **  the  poor  gentle- 
man is  laid  up  there  in  lavender,  because^  they 
say,  his  own  kind  heart  led  him  to  scald  his  fin- 
gers  with  another  man^s  broth.^ 

Nigel  hastily  snatched  back  the  letter,  broke 
the  seal,  joined  to  the  eontents  his  earnest  en* 
treaty  that  he  might  be  instantly  acquainted  with 
the  cause  of  his  confinement,  and  added,  that 
if  it  arose  out  of  his  own  unhappy  affidr,  it  would 
be  of  brief  duiatioa,  ance  he  had,  even  before 
healing  of  a  reason  which  so  peremptorily  de- 
manded that  he  should  surrender  himself,  adopt* 
ed  the  resolution  to  do  so,  as  the  manliest  and 
most  proper  course  which  his  ill  fortune  and  im- 
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prudence  had  left  in  his  own  power.  He  there- 
fore conjured  Mr  Lowestoffe  to  have  no  deli- 
cacy upon  this  score,  but,  since  his  surrender  was 
what  he  had  detemuned  upon  as  a  sacrifice  due 
to  his*  own  character,  that  he  would  have  the 
frankness  to  mention  in  what  manner  it  could  be 
best  arranged,  so  as  to  extricate  him,  Lowestoffe, 
fhmi  the  restraint  to  which  the  writer  could  not 
but  fear  his  fiiend  had  been  subjected,  on  account 
of  the  generous  interest  which  he  had  taken  in 
his  concerns.  The  letter  concluded,  that  the  wri« 
ter  would  suffer  twenty-four  hours  to  elapse  in  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  from  him,  and  at  the  end  <^ 
that  period,  was  determined  to  put  his  purpose 
in  execution*  He  delivered  the  billet  to  the  mes- 
senger, and  enforcmg  his  request  with  a  jnece  of 
money,  requested  him,  without  a  moment^s  de- 
lay, to  convey  it  to  the  hand  of  Master  Lowes- 
toffe. 

",I — I — I — ^will  carry  it  to  him  myself,"  said 
the  old  usurer,  "  for  half  the  consideration." 

The  man,  who  heard  this  attempt  to  take  his 
duty  and  perquisites  over  his  head,  lost  no  time 
in  pocketing  the  money,  and  departed  on  his  er- 
rand as  fast  as  he  could. 
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<<  BlUter  Tnipboi%''  iaM  Ni^Bl, 
ihfi  qU  wan  aomeirfHa  iwyatim%,  ^  Ind  yon 
wy  |Myrtieiifaff  ncmmmdn  tat  wm?^ 

**  I— I^HMM  to  ice  if  jM  mtfli  vdV  «». 
viveml  the  oldmtti;  ^  aiid**Mtf  I  oonM  do  any 
Qmg  to  Mfw  yon^  Oft  any  conidflnilMa.* 

«  fgiv,  I  thaak  yoa^''  flaidLixd  43famulDdi 
-««i^  I  Aaak  you  ;**  and  eie  he  oould  my  non, 
a  Iwavy  footstop  -waa  heard  an  die  slur. 

^  My  Gnd  P  said  the  old  man,  startiag  i^h- 
^  Why,  DwothyiMiuhana  wmuott  afcy,  <hm|^ 
tefffydwiw  bok^  I  aa^,  banoewivea— die  dear 
hath  been  left  a.lalch.'' 

ThedcMT  cf  the  chamber  opened  wide,  andni 
etmttad  the  partly  bulk  of  die  notary  hen^ 
^bom  Nigd  had  on  die  preceding  eveidng  in 
vmn  cndeavoored  to  Becogniae. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Smth  Mitf^ltr.  Bilbo^  the 

Pkrroi,  It  bath  becD  ipoke  too  often. 
The  1^  ha*  liit  ill  ehttBi--I  Mil  diet,  ftkad, 
The  Beaneit  cor  that  tioti  the  ttnet)  will  tnm 
And  nad  against  jonr  profe'd  hanrinadoe. 

AMfft-AKMr*  TSi  Mt  ahdl  do  U  thea-I  idU  doM  the 


Or  in  plain  tenm,  ni  we  tfie  piifale  knifii 
'Stand  of  the  hiMdah'd  fanVfiiira. 


OldPtag. 


Ths  JioUe  CiqBtnn  C!olqptppar/>r  PeppercuU, 
4br  he  was  knowii  by  both  these  namei^  and  some 
others  beridc8>  had  a  martial  and  a  swashing  ex- 
terioTy  which,  on  the  present  oocasioo,  was  ren- 
dered yet  more  peculiar,  fay  apatdi  cDvering  his 
left  eye  and  a  part  of  the  cheek.  The  sleeves  of 
his  thidtset  velvet  jeddn  were  polished  and  dione 
with  grwispi  hia  buff  gloves  had  huge  tops,  which 
icnchcd  almost  to  the  elbow ;  hb  swcnrd-belt,  of 
the  same  nuileriala,  extended  its  breadth  from 
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his  haunch-bone  to  his  small  ribs,  and  supported 
cm  the  one  nde  his  large  b1ack4iilted  back-sword, 
on  the  other  a  dagger  of  like  proponiona.  He 
paid  his  compliments  to  Nigel  with  that  air  of 
predetermined  effronteiy,  which  announces  that 
it  will  not  be  repelled  by  any  coldness  of  recep- 
tion, asked  Trapbcns  how  he  did,  by  the  familiar 
title  of  old  Peter  Pillory,  and  then:  seudng  upon 
the  black  jack,  emptied  it  x>ff  at  a  drau^t,  to  the 
health  of  the  last  and  youngest  freeman  of  Alsa- 
da,  the  noUeand  loving  Ifasler  Nigel  Grahame. 
When  he  had  set  down  the  empty  ^tcher  and 
drawn  hb  breath,  he  began  to  criticise  the  liquor 
which  it  had  lately  contained.— <*  Suffident  an^ 
beer,  old  Pilloiy-wmd,  asl  takeit^bcewed  atthe 
rate  of  a  nutshell  of  malt  toabutt  of  Thame^^ 
as  dead  as  a  corpse  too,  and  yet  it  went  hisdng 
down  my  throaU-bubbling,  by  Jove,  like  water 
upon  hot  iron. — ^You  left  us  early,  noble  Master 
Grahame,  but,  good  faith,  we  had  a  carouse  to 
your  honour-*we  heard  buU  ring  hoUow  ere  we 
parted;  we  were  as  loving  as  inkle-weavers— we 
fought  too,  to  finish  off  the  gawdy.  I  bear  some 
marks  of  the  parson  about  me,  you  sco    a  note 


THE  FOBTUKES  OF  KIGEL.  S81 

of  theBermon  or  so,  wUch  should  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  my  ear,  bnt  missed  its  mark  and  reach- 
edmy  left  eye.  ThemanofGrod  bears  my  sign- 
manual  too,  but  the  Duke  made  as  friends  ag^n, 
and  it  oost  me  more  sack  than  I  could  carry,  and 
dthe  Rhenish  to  boot,  to  pledge  the  seer  in  the 
way  of  lore  and  reooneiliation— But  Caraooo !  His 
ayile  old  canting  shrre  for  all  that,  whcmi  I  will 
one  day  beat  out  of  hia  deviPs  livery  into  all  the 
colours  (tf  the  rainbow.— -Basta  !-*Snd  I  well,  old 
Tnipb<As  ?  Where  is  thy  daugliter,  man  ? — ^what 
says  she  to  my  suit  ?— •''tisan  honest  one-— wilt  have 
a  siddier  fot  thy  son-in-law,  old  Pillory,  to  mingle 
the  soul  of  martial  honour  with  thy  thieving, 
miching,  petty-larceny  blood,  as  men  put  bold 
brandy  into  muddy  ale  f^ 
.  **  My  daughter  receives  not  company  so  early^ 
noble  Captain,^  said  the  usurer,  and  concluded 
his  speech  with  a  dry,  emphatical  *^  ugh,  ugh.^ 
<<  What,  upon  no  con-si-de-ra-ti«on  ?^  said  the 
Captain ;  '^  and  wherefore  not,  old  Truepenny  ? 
she  has  not  much  dme  to  lose  in  drivmg  her  bar- 
gain^ methinks.^ 
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<<  C|qpl«o,^  88id  TnpboiB,  '<  I  was  upon  aome 
little  buoneM  with  our  nobk  friend  here, 
Nigel  Greeor^x^f  ugb,  u^i^^^ 

*'  And  yoa  woold  have  me  gone,  I 
you,^  answered  the  bully ;  ^*  but  patifwce,  oU 
nUory^  thine  hour  is  not  yet  oom^  man  Ytm 
wte^  he  said^  pointiqg  te  the  casket,  <*  tfaataohle 
Master  Orahame,  whom  you  call  CSxeen,  haagot 
the  decuacs  and  the  sfndiiJ^ 

**  Which  you  would  wiUin^y  ridhim  of,  ha ! 
ha !— ugh,  ugh,^  answered  the  usurer,  <*  if  yoa 
knew  how— but  lack-anday,  thou  art  one  of  thoae 
that  come  out  for  wool,  and  are  sure  to  go  home 
diom.  Why  now,  but  that  I  am  sworn  i^jainat 
laying  of  wagers,  I  would  risk  some  oolisideratioo 
that  this  honest  guest  ci  mine  sends  thee  home 
penniless,  if  thou  darest  venture  with  him«— ugh, 
ug^k-*-«t  any  game  which  gentlemen  play  at.* 

<*  Many,  thou  hast  me  on  the  hip  there,  thou 
old  miseriy  coney-catcher  r  answered  the  Cap. 
tain,  taking  a  bale  (rf'.dioe  from  the  sleeve  of  his 
ooat;  '^  I  must  always  keep  company  with  these 
damnable  doctors,  and  they  have  made  me  eterj 
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hthf^calUjf  andpiiigediniypiineiiitoaiiatio* 
]iliy;  but  aercrnmid,  k  passes  Che  tioie  M  well 
as  aught  else— How aqr  yon,  Master  Graham?* 

The  iSdlow  paused ;  but  ereii  the  extremity  of 
fab  JaBpmWaee  aould  hardly  withstand  the  eoid' 
look  of  utter  oontempt  with  which  BBgel  reoeired 
Usfiioposal,  retuniog  it wiA a ompl^  ^loaly 
pky  wfaese  I  know  my  company,  and  neyer  in 
themorniag.^ 

^  Cavdsmay  be  move  agrseable,^  said  Captain 
Cakpepper;  ^  and  for  knowing  your  company, 
here  is  honest  old  miory  wiU  tell  yon  Jack  Cole* 
pepper  play s  as  truly  on  the  square  as  e*er  a  man 
that  trowlad  a  die—Men  talk  of  high  and  low 
dice,  Fulhams  and  bristles,  topping,  knapping, 
slurring,  stabbing,  and  a  hundred  ways  of  rook- 
ing beades ;  but  broil  me  like  a  rasher  of  bacon, 
if  I  eouU  eyer  learn  the  trick  on  Vm." 

**  You  have  got  the  vocabulary  perfect,  sir,  at 
the  leart,^  said  Nigel,  in  the  same  cold  tone. 

^  Yes,  by  mine  honour  have  1,'^  returned  the 
HectCMr;  '<  they  are  phrases  that  a  gentleman 
learns  about  town, — ^But  perhaps  you  would  like 
a  set  at  tennis,  or  a  game  at  balloon^we  have 
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an  indifferent  good  court  hard  by  here,  and  aaet 
of  as  gentleman-like  blades  as  ever  banged  lea- 
ther against  brick  and  mortar.^ 

<'  I  beg  to  be  excused  at  present,^  said  Lord 

*  Glenvarloch ;  ^^  and  to  be  plain,  among  the  ▼«• 

luable  privileges  your  society  has  confierred  oa 

me,  I  hope  I  may  reckon  that  of  bong  private 

in  my  own  iqrartment  when  I  have  a  mind.^ 

<<  Your  humble  servant,  sir,*"  said  the  Captain  ; 
<<  and  I  thank  you  for  your  dvili^— Jack  Cob- 
pepper  can  have  enough  of  company,  and  thiustt 
himself  on  no  oiie«<— But  perhaps  you  will  like  to 
make  a  match  at  skittles  ?^ 

«<  I  am  by  no  means  that  way  diqposed,^  re- 
plied the  youtig  nobleman. 

^^  Or  to  leap  a  flea— run  a  snail— matdi  a 
wherry  ?"* 

'^  No— I  urill  do  none  of  these,^  answered 
Nigel. 

Here  the  did  man,  who  had  been  watdiing 
with  his  little  peeiy  eyes,  pulled  the  bulky  Hec- 
tor by  the  skirt,  and  whispered,  <<  Do  not 
pour  him  the  huff,  it  will  not  pass-4et  the  t 
play,  he  will  rise  to  the  hook  presently.^ 

8 


THS  FOETUKES  OF  VIGEL.  t85 

But  the  bully,  oonfiding  in  his  own  strength, 
and  probably  mistaking  for  timidity  the  patient 
soom  with  which  Nigel  recdved  his  proposals, 
incited  also  by  the  open  casket,  began  to  assume 
a  louder  and  more  threatening  tone.  He  drew 
himself  up,  bent  his  brows,  assumed  a  look  of 
professional  ferodty,.  and  conUnued,  *'  In  AU 
aatia,  look  ye,  a  man  must  be  ndghbourly 
and  companionable.  Zouns  1  sir,  we  would  slit 
any  nose  that  was  turned  up  at  us  honest  fel- 
lows.—Ay,  sir,  we  would  slit  it  up  to  the  gris- 
tle, though  it  had  smelt  nothing  all  its  Ufe  but 
musk,  ambergrease,  and  court-scented  water.-— 
Bablnt  me,  I  am  a  sddi^,  and  care  no  more  for 
a  lord  than  a  lamplighter.'' 

^^  Are  you  seeking  a  quarrel,  sur  ?^  said  Ni^ 
gel,  calmly,  having  in  truth  no  desire  to  engage 
himself  in  a  discreditable  brcnl  in  such  a  place, 
and  with  such  a  character. 

^  Quarrel,  sir  ?^  said  the  Captain ;  ^'  I  am  not 
seeking  a  quarrel,  though  I  care  not  how  soon  I 
find  one.  Only  I  wish  you  to  understand  you 
must  be  noghbourly,  that's  all.    What  if  we 
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ahMld  go  Ofer  the  water  to  tke  gasfa^  ol  lee 
A  bull  hnkcd  thu  fine  maniag    ^itoA,  viH 

yoa  do  aotbing  ?* 

^  Somcthiog  I  aa  tkMBgely  tenpcad  to  do  It 

dug  moment,'*  iidd  NigdL 

^  Vidtlioet,'*  ind  Cobpepper,  witbt  tmtpr- 
iag  air,  *<  let  vs  bear  tiw  temptotjop.^ 

«  I  hd  tempced  to  tfaraor  yoa  heaikmgbm 
tbe  window,  uoleai  yoa  prawntly  ouiGe  the  M 
etjoax  imy  down  iturSi^ 

^  Tfaaow  me  from  the  wmdowP-^ktt  atd 
fnriee  T  excbamed  the  Captam ;  '*  I  have  cse- 
frooted  twenty  crooked  flahree  at  Bodi  withnj 
flingle  ittpifer,  tm^  AaU  a  ehitty-fteed  beggirff 
Scotch  lordling  speak  of  me  and  a  window  ia  die 
mme  bteaih  ?— Stand  off,  old  Piloiy,  let  me 
Bttke  Scotch  coHopB  of  him— be  dies  the  deelk* 

*^  For  the  lonre  of  Heofen,  gentfemen,*  ei* 
claimed  the  old  miser,  throwing  faimsdffbetweoi 
tiian,  <*  do  not  bfeak  the  peaces  on  any  cmb- 
demtion.  Noble  guest,  finrbear  the  cqitaia-he 
is  a  very  Hecter  of  Troy^— trusty  Heolor,  fer- 
bear  my  guest,  he  is  like  to  proro  a  wy  Adiil- 
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H^e  be  wm  ixitemiptcd  by  his  astbnMiy  but, 
BevertfadiesSy  continued  to  interpose  his  person 
between  Cokpepper,  (who  had  unsheathed  lus 
wliinyard,  and  was  raakii^  vadn  passes  at  hisoib' 
tagonisty)  and  Nigel,  who  had  stept  hack  to  take 
his  swordy  and  now  held  it  undrawn  in  his  left 
hand. 

**  Make  an  end  of  this  foolery,  you  scoundrel  T 
and  Nigd'*^  Do  you  come  hither  to  vent  your 
noisy  oaths  and  your  bottled-up  Talour  on  me  P 
You  seem  to  know  me,  and  I  am  half  ashmed 
to  say  I  hare  at  lei^h  been  able  to  reoc^ect  yon 
--^remember  ibe  garden  bdnnd  the  ordinary,  you 
dastardly  ruflhrn,  and  the  speed  mth  whidi  ffty 
men  saw  you  run  ftom  a  drawn  sword.«-€ret  yon 
gone,  sir,  and  do  not  put  me  to  the  rile  labour  of 
cud^ICi^  such  a  cowardly  rascal  down  sturs.* 

The  bu&y^  countenance  grew  as  dark  as  night 
at  this  unexpected  recognition;  for  he  had  un- 
doubtedly thought  himself  secure  in  his  dumge 
of  dress,  and  his  black  patch,  from  bang  disco- 
vered by  a  person  who  had  seen  him  but  once. 
He  set  his  teeth,  clenched  his  hands,  and  it  seem- 
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ed  afe  if  be  was  seeking  for  a  moment^s  ooiira^ 
to  fly  upon  bis  antagonist  But  bis  beart  failed^ 
be  sbeatbed  bis  sword,  turned  bis  back  in  gkxHny 
nlenoe,  and  spoke  not  until  be  reacbed  tbe  door, 
wben,  turning  round,  be  said,  witb  a  deep  oath, 
*^  If  I  be  not  avenged  of  you  for  tbis  insolence 
ere  many  days  go  by,  I  would  tbe  gallows  bad 
my  body  and  the  devil  my  spirit  P 

So  saying,  flind  with  a  look  where  detenniiied 
qpite  and  malice  made  bis  features  savagdy  fiere^ 
though  they  could  not  overcome  bis  few,  be  tun- 
ed  and  left  tbe  house.  Nigel  followed  him  as  fSsr 
as  tbe  gallery  at  tbe  head  of  the  staircase,  with  the 
purpose  of  sedng  him  depart,  and  ere  be  return, 
ed  was  met  by  Mistress  Martha  Trapbois,  whom 
tbe  noise  of  the  quarrel  had  summcmed  from  her 
own  apartmait.  He  could  not  reaast  saying  to 
her  in  bis  natural  displeasure^— ^*  I  woidd,  ma- 
dam, you  could  teach  your  father  and  bis  friends 
tbe  lesson  which  you  had  the  goodness  to  bestow 
on  me  tbis  morning,  and  prevail  on  them  to  leave 
me  tbe  unmolested  privacy  of  my  own  iqpart* 
ment^ 
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'  *'  If  you  came  hither  for  quiet  or  retirement, 
young  man,^  answered  she,  *^  you  have  been  ad> 
vised  to  an  evil  retreat  You  might  seek  mercy 
in  the  Star-^Chamber,  or  holiness  in  hell,  with 
better  success  than  quiet  in  ALsatia.  But  my 
lather  shall  trouble  you  no  longer.^ 

So  saying,  she  entered  the  apartment,  and  fix* 
ing  her  eyes  oa  the  casket,  she. said  with  emph*« 
8iB.-.c(  If  you  display  such  a  loadstone,  it  will 
draw  many  a  steel  knife  to  your  throat.^ 
.  While  Nigel  hastily  shut  the  casket,  she  ad- 
dressed her  fiither,  upbnuding  him  with  small  re- 
verence for  keeping  company  with  the  cowardly, 
hectoring,  murthering  villain,  John  Colepepper. 

^^  Ay,  ay,  child,^  said  the  old  man,  with,  the 
canning  leer  which  intimated  perfect  satisfaction 
with  his  own  superior  address— <*  I  know— I 
kdow— ugh— but  FU  cross-bite  him — I  know 
them  all,  and  I  can  manage  them— «y,  ay — I 
have  the  trick  on^t.^ 

**  You  manage  them,  father  P  said  the  austere 
damsel ;  **you  will  manage  to  have  your  throat 
cut,  and  that  ere  long.  Yoi|  cannot  hide  frooi 
them  your  gains  and  your  gold  as  formerly.''^ 

VOL.  II.  T 
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**Mj  gains,  wench?  my  gold?*  said  the  usmer; 
**  alack*4Mlay,  few  of  these  and  haid  got^-few 
and  hard  got** 

'*  This  will  not  serve  you,  father,  any  longer,^ 
said  she,  ''and  had  not  served  you  thus  long,  but 
that  Bully  Colcpepper  had  contrived  a  cheapor 
way  of  plundering  your  house,  even  by  means 
of  my  miseiaUe  self.— ^ut  why  do  I  speak,  to 
him  of  all  this,^  she  said,  cheeUng  herself,  and 
shrugpng  her  shoulders  with  an  ezpreasiQa  of 
{ttty  which  did  not  fall  much  short  of  soom. 
''  He  hears  me  noti— he  thinks  not  of  me.^-»Is  it 
not  strange  that  the  love  of  gathering  gddshouki 
survive  the  care  to  preserve  both  property-  and 
life?*' 

**  Your  father,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  who 
could  not  help  respecting  the  strong  sense  and 
feding  shewn  by  this  poor  woman,  even  amidst 
all  her  rudeness  and  severity, ''  your  fsther  seema 
to  have  his  faculties  sufficiently  alert  when  he  ia 
in  the  exercise  of  his  ordinaiy  pursuits  and  func- 
tions* I  wonder  he  is  not  senrible^f  the  weight 
of  your  arguments** 

''  Nature  made  him  a  man  senseless  of  danger. 
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and  that  iineiiiilnfity  is  the  best  thing  I  hare  de« 
rived  from  him,**  said  she;  ^  age  has  left  him 
shrewdness  enough  to  trend  his  old  beaten  paths, 
but  not  to  seek  new  courses.  The  old  blind  horse 
will  long  continue  to  go  its  rounds  in  the  mill, 
when  it  would  stumble  in  the  open  meadow.* 

*•  Daughter— why,  wench— why,  housewife^** 
said  the  old  man,  awakening  out  of  some  dream, 
in  which  he  had  been  sneering  and  chuckling  in 
imagination,  probably  over  a  successful  pece  of 
roguery,  <<  go  to  chamber,  wencIw--go  to  cham* 
b^r— draw  bolts  and  chain--^ook  sharp  to  door 
—let  none  in  or  out  but  worshipful  Master 
Grahame-^I  must  take  my  doak  and  go  to  Duke 
Hildebrod^-ay ,  ay-— time  has  been,  my  own  war« 
rant  was  enough ;  but  the  lower  we  lie,  the  more 
are  we  under  the  wind.* 

And  with  his  wonted  chorus  of  muttering  and 
coughing,  the  old  man  left  the  apartment  His 
dau|^ter  stood  for  a  moment  looking  after  him 
with  her  usual  expression  of  discontent  and  sor^ 


You  ought  to  persuade  your  father,*  said 
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Nigel,  *^to  leave  this  evil  neighbourhood,  if  you 
are  in  reality  apprehensive  for  his  safety.^ 
/  *<  He  would  be  safe  in  no  other  quarter,^  said 
the  daughter;  **  I  would  rather  the  old  man  were 
dead  than  publicly  dishonoured.  In  other  quar- 
ters be  would  be  pelted  and  pursued  like  an  owl 
which  ventures  Into  dunshine.  Here  he  was  safe 
while  his  comrades  cotfld  avail  themselves  of  his 
talents ;  he  b  tiow  squeezed  and  fleeced  by  them 
on  ev^  ))retence.  They  consider  him  as  a  vessd 
on  the  strand,  from  which  each  may  snatch  a 
prey ;  and  the  very  jealousy  which  they  enter- 
tain respecting  him  as  a  common  property,  may 
perhaps  induce  them  to  guard  him  from  more 
private  and  daring  assaults.^ 
*  «<  Still,  methinks,  you  ought  to  leave  this 
plaoe,^  answered  Nigel,  <*  since  you  might  find 
a  safe  retreat  in  some  distant  country.^ 

*'  In  Scotland,  doubtless,^  sud  she,  looking  at 
him  with  a  sharp  and  suspicious  eye,  ^<  and  en* 
rich  strangers  with  our  rescued  wealth— 4uii 
yonng  man  ? 

**  Mftdam,  if  you  knew  me,^  said  IxMrd  Glen- 
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▼arlocfa,  **  you  would  spare  tbe  tiupicion  im- 
plied  in  your  words.^ 

*<  Who  shall  assure  me  of  that?**  said  Mar- 
tha, sharply*  *<  ,They  say  you  are  a  brawler  and 
a  gamester,  and  I  know  how  far  these  are  to  be 
trusted  by  the  unhappy.^ 

*^  They  dome  wrong,  by  Heaven  !^  said  Lord 
'Glenvarlbch. 

<*  It  may  be  so,^  said  Martha ;  ^<  I  am  little 
interested  in  the  d^pree  of  your  vioe  or  your  f(4- 
ly,  but  it  is  plain  that  the  one  or  tbe  other  has 
conducted  you  hither,  and  that  your  best  hope  of 
peace,  safety,  and  happiness,  is  to  be  gone,  with 
tbe  least  possible  delay,  from  a  place  which  is  al- 
'  ways  a  stye  for  swine,  and  often  a  shambles.^  So 
saying,  she  left  the  apartment. 

There  was  something  in  the  ungracious  man* 
aer  of  this  female,  amounting  almost  to  contempt 
of  him  she  spoke  to ;  an  indignity  to  which  Glen- 
varloch,  notwithstanding  his  poverty,  had  not  as 
yet  been  personally  exposed,  and  which,  therefore, 
gave  him  a  traneitory  feeling  of  painful  surprise^ 
Neither  did  the  dark  hints  which  Martha  threw 
out  concerning  the  danger  of  his  place  of  refuge, 
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flouad  by  any  means  agreeably  to  hift  ettB.  The 
bravest  man,  placed  in  a  nCuatioii  in  wbkh  he  ia 
surrounded  by  suqpicious  persons,  and  ranored 
fioom  all  counsel  and  assistande,  exoept  thwg  rf- 
forded  by  a  valiant  heart  and  a  Strang  arm,  axpe- 
rienoes  a  sinking  of  the  heart,  a  oonsciousness  of 
abandonment,  which  fiv  a  momentchills  his  bloody 
and  depresses  his  natural  gallantry  of  diqKMiticai. 

But  if  sad  reflections  arose  in  NigePs  mind,  he 
had  not  time  to  indulge  than;  and  if  he  saw 
Ettle  prospect  of  finding  friends  in  Alsatia,  he 
found  that  be  was  not  likely  to  be  solitary  fiv  ladL 
of  visitors. 

He  had  scarcely  paced  his  lyartment  for  ten 
minutes,  endeavouring  to  arrange  his  ideas  on  the 
course  whidi  he  was  to  pursue  on  quitting  Alsa- 
tia, when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Soverognof 
the  quarter,  the  great  Duke  Hildebiod  himself, 
before  whose  approach  the  bolts  and  chains  of 
the  miser^s  dwelling  fell,  or  withdrew,  as  of  their 
own  accord;  and  both  the  folding  leaves  of  the 
door  were  opened,  that  he  might  roll  himsdf 
into  the  house  like  a  huge  butt  of  liquor,  a  ves- 
sel to  which  he  bore  a  oonsidoeable  outward  ap» 
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ptuanoe,  both  in  aize^  tbape^  oomplexioi^  and 
oontents. 

'*  Crood-monow  to  your  lordship,^  ^d  the 
gneasy  puncheon,  oooldng  hia  -angle  eye,  and 
rdQmg  it  upon  Nigel  with  a  ringular  expression 
of  familiar  impudence;  'whikt  his  grim  bull-dog, 
which  was  doee  at  hia  heels,  made  a  kind  of 
gurgling  in  his  throat,  as  if  saluting,  in  nmilar 
fashion,  a  starved  cat,  the  only  fiviog  thing  in 
Trapbois*  house  which  we  have  not  yet  enume- 
rated,  and  which  had  flown  up  to  the  top  of  the 
tester,  where  she  stood  dutdiing  and  grinning  at 
the  mastiff,  whose  greeting  she  accepted  with  as 
much -good  will  as  Nigel  bestowed  on  that  of  the 
dog's  master. 

<<  Peace,  Belaie  fJ^IV-n  thee^  peace,**  sidd 
Duke  Hildebrod ;  <' beasts  and  foob  will  be  med- 
dling, ray  lonL^    • 

^  I  thought,  flir,**  answered  Nigel,  with  aft 
niuch  hanghtineBS  as  Was  consvtent  with  the  coed 
distance  which  be  desired  to  preserve,  *^  I  had 
told  you  my  nsme  at  ptesentwas  Nigel  Ondiame.* 

His  eminence  of  Whitefriars  on  this  burst 
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out  into  a  loud,  chuekliiig,  impudent  laugh, 
pealing  the  word,  till  his  voioe  was  almost  inar* 
liculate,-^^*  Niggle  Green-^Niggle  Greoi^^ 
Niggle  Green  1— why,  my  lord,  you  would  be 
queered  in  the  drinking  of  a  penny  pot  of  Malm, 
sie,  if  you  cry  before  you  are  touched.  Why, 
you  have  told  me  the  secret  even  now,  had  I  not 
had  a  shrewd  guess  of  it  before*  Why,  MaMcr 
Nigel,  since  that  is  the  word,  I  only  called  you 
my  lor^  because  we  made  you  a  peer  of  Alsada 
last  ni^t,  when  the  sack  was  predominant.^ 
How  you  look  now  !•— Ua !  ha  I  ha  !^ 

Nigel,  indeed  conscious  that  he  had  unnwya* 
sarily  betrayed  himself,  replied  hastily,—^  he 
was  mudi  obliged  to  him  for  the  honours  oonfer* 
red,  but  did  not  propose  tomnain  in  the  sanctu- 
ary long  enough  to  enjoy  them.^ 

**  Why,  that  may  be  as  you  will,  an  you  wiH 
walk  by  wise  counsel,^  answered  the  ducal  por- 
poise; and  althou^  Nigd  remained  standing,  in 
hopes  to  accelerate  his  guest^s  departure,  he  threw 
himself  into  one  of  the  old  tapestry-backed  easy* 
chairs,  wjiich  cracked  under  his  weight,  and  bo- 
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gan  to  call  for  old  Trapbois.  The  crone  of  all 
works  appearing  instead  of  her  master,  the  Duke 
cursed  her  for  a  careless  jade,  to  let  a  strange 
gentleman,  and  a  brave  guest,  go  without  his 
morning's  draught. 

**  I  never  take  one,  ar,^  answered  Glenvar- 
loch. 

«  Time  to  b^n — time  to  begin,^  answered 
the  Duke.-i— '*  Here,  you  old  refuse  of  Sathan^ 
go  to  our  palace,  and  fetch  Lord  Greeners  morn- 
ing draught — ^let  us  see— -what  shall  it  be,  my 
lord  ?  a  humming  double  pot  of  ale,  with  a  roast- 
ed crab  dancing  in  it  like  a  wherry  above  bridge  ? 
or,  bum-«-ay — ^young  men  are  sweet^toothed-— a 
quart  of  burnt  sack,  with  sugar  and  spice— good 
against  the  fogs  ?  Or,  what  say  you  to  sipping  a 
gill  of  right  distilled  waters  ?  Come,  we  will  have 
them  all,  and  you  shall  take  your  choice. — Here, 
you  Jecabel,  let  Tim  send  the  ale  and  the  sack, 
and  the  nipperkin  of  double-distilled,  with  a  bit 
of  diet^Ioaf,  or  some  such  trinket,  and  score  it  to 
the  new  comer.^ 

Glenvarlocb,  bethinking  himself  that  it  might 
be  as  well  to  endure  this  fellow^s  insolence  for  a 
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hrief  leawHi,  aA'to  get  into  farther  diacreditBUe 
quarrels,  suffered  bim  to  take  his  own  way,  witli- 
out  interruptbn,  only  observing)  *^  You  make 
yourself  at  borne,  sir,  in  my  apartment ;  but,  for 
the  time,  you  may  use  your  pleasure.  Mean- 
time, I  would  fain  know  what  has  procured  me 
the  honour  of  this  unexpected  visit  ?*^ 

«  You  shall  know  that  when  old  Deb  has 
brought  the  liquor.  X  never  spetk  of  business 
dry^lipped.  Why,  how  she  drumblcai  I  war- 
rant she  stbps  to  take  a  sip  on  the  road,  and  dien 
you  will  think  you  have  had  unchristian  mea- 
sure. In  the  mean  while,  look  at  that  dog  there. 
Look  Belzebub  in  the  faee,  and  teH  me  if  yon 
ever  saw  a  sweeter  beast— -never  flew  but  at  bead 
in  his  life.* 

And  after  this  ^coiq[enial>  panegyric,  he  was 
proceeding  with  a  tale  of  a  dog  and  a  bull,  whidi 
threatened  to  be  somewhat  of  the  longest,  when 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  return  of  the  old  crone, 
and  two  of  his  own  tapsters,  bearing  the  Tariooa 
kinds  of  drinkables  which  he  had  demanded, 
and  which  probably  was  the  only  species  of  in- 
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Uwxptiaa  which  he  would  have  endttnd  with 
equaniinity. 

When  the  cups  and  cans  were  duly  arranged 
upon  the  table,  and  when  Deborah,  whom  the  du- 
cal  generoflity  honoured  with  a  penny  farthing  in 
die  way  of  gratuity,  had  withdrawn  with  her  aa- 
tellites,  the  worthy  potentate,  haying  first  slightly 
invited  Lord  GMenvarloch  to  partake  of  the  liquor 
which  he  was  to  pay  for,  and  after  having  obser- 
▼ed,  that,  excepting  three  poached  eggs,  a  pint 
oTbastavd,  and  a  cup  of  dary,  he  was  fasting 
from  every  thing  but  sin,  set  himself  seriously 
to  rdnforce  the  radical  moisture.  Glenvarloeh 
had  seen  Scottish  lairds  and  Dutch  burgomasters 
at  their  potations ;  but  their  exploits,  (though 
each  might  be  termed  a  thirsty  generation,)  were 
nothing  to  those  of  Duke  Hildebrod,  who  seemed 
an  absolute  sand*bed,  capable  of  absorbing  any 
given  quantity  of  liquid,  without  being  either 
vivified  or  overflowed.  He  drank  off  the  ale  to 
quench  a  thirst  which,  as  he  said,  kept  him  in  a 
fever  from  morning  to  night,  and  night  to  mom« 
ing ;  tippled  off  the  sack  to  correct  the  crudity 
ef  the  ale ;  sent  the  spirits  aftet  the  sack  to  keep 
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all  quiet,  and  then  declared  that,  probably,  he 
should  not  taste  liquor  till  pati  meriditmj  unless  it 
was  in  compliment  to  someeqiecial  friend.  Finally, 
he  intimated  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed  on  the 
business  which  brought  him  from  home  so  early, 
-^a  proposition  which  Nigel  readily  received, 
though  he  could  not  help  suspecting  that  the 
most  important  purpose  ai  Duke  Hildebrod^s  vi- 
sit was  already  transacted. 

In  this,  however,  Lord  Glenvarloch  proved  to 
be  mistaken.  Hildebrod,  before  opening  what 
he  had  to  say,  made  an  accurate  survey  of  the 
apartment,  laying,  from  time  to  time,  his  fiogi^ 
on  his  nose,  and  winking  on  Nigel  with  hb  single 
eye,  while  he  opened  and  shut  the  doors,  lifted 
the  tapestry,  which  concealed,  in  one  or  two 
places,  the  dilapidation  of  time  upon  the  wains- 
coted walls,  peeped  into  closets,  and,  finally, 
looked  under  the  bed,  to  assure  himself  that  the 
coast  was  clear  of  listeners  and  interlopers.  He 
then  resumed  his  seat,  and  beckoned  confidenti. 
ally  to  Nigel  to  draw  his  chair  close  to  him. 

**  I  am  well  as  I  am,  Master  Hildebrod,^  re- 
plied  the  young  lord,  little  disposed  to  encourage 
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the  familuuritj  which  the  man  endeavoured  to  fix 
on  him ;  biit  the  undisfnayed  Duke  proceeded  as 
follows  :— 

<<  You  shall  pardon  me,  my  lord*— and  I  now 
give  you  the  title  right  seriously— -if  I  remind 
you  that  our  waters  may  be  watched ;  for  though 
old  Trapbois  be  as  deaf  as  Saint  Paurs,  yet  his 
daughter  has  sharp  ears,  add  sharp  eyes  enough, 
and  it  is  of  them  that  it  is  my  business  to  speaks 

'<  Say  away,  then^  sir,^  said  Nigel,  edging  hia 
dbair  somewhat  closer  to  the  Quicksand,  *^  al* 
though  I  cannot  conceive  what  business  I  have 
either  with  mine  host  or  his  daughter.^ 

^^  We  will  see  that  in  the  twinkling  of  a  quart- 
pot,^  answered  thegraciousDuke;  ^^and,  first,  my 
lord,  you  must  not  think  to  dance  in  a  net  before 
old  Jack  Hildebrod,  that  has  thrice  your  years 
ifest  his  head,  and  was  bom  like  King  Ri^hanl, 
with  all  his  eye-teeth  ready  cut.*** 
*  <<  Well,  sir,  go  oii,^  said  Nigel. 

'^  Why,  then,  my  lord,  I  presume  to  say,  that 
if  you  are,  as  I  believe  you  are,  that  Lord  6Ien- 
varloch  whom  all  the  world  talk  of— 4he  Scotch 
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gallant  that  has  apent  all,  to  a  tUn  doak  and  a 
lightpurac  benotmoyed^myloidyitiflflDnoised 
of  you— men  call  you  the  Spanowhawk,  wlio  will 
fly  at  all-Hiy,  were  k  in  the  yery  P&rk— -Be  not 
moved,  my  lon).^ 

«I  am  ashamed,  nrrah,** replied GUenvarloeh, 
<<  that  you  should  have  power  to  move  me  fay 
your  inBolenoe-^>-4nit  beware  and  if  you  indeed 
guess  who  I  am,  consider  how  kmg  I  niny  bedUe 
to  endure  your  tone  of  insolent  fiopiliaiity.^ 

<<  I  crave  paidon,  my  lord,^  said  Hildebfod, 
with  a  sullen,  yet  apologetic  look ;  *^  I  meant  no 
harm  in  speaking  my  poor  mind.  I  know  nol 
what  honour  there  may  be  in  being  familiar  with 
your  lordship,  but  I  judge  there  is  little  aafibty, 
for  Lowestofle  is  bud  up  in  lavauler  only  for  ha- 
ving shewp  you  the  way  into  Alsatia;  and  so, 
what  is  to  come  of  those  who  maintain  you  when 
you  are  here,  or  whether  they  will  get  most  ho- 
nour or  most  trouble  by  doing  $0,  I  leave  with 
your  lordshipV  better  judgment** 

'<  I  will  bring  no  one  into  trouble  cm  my  ao- 
oount,*"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch.    <*  I  will  leave 
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to-morrow.  Nay,  by  Hesveiiy  I  will 
leaTe  it  this  day •^ 

'<  You  will  have  more  wit  in  your  anger,  I 
trusty*  said  Duke  Hildebrod ;  <<  listen  first  to 
what  I  have  to  say  to  you,  and  if  honest  Jack 
Hildebfod  puts  you  not  in  way  of  nicking  thma 
all,  may  he  never  cast  doublets,  or  gull  a  green- 
horn  again.  And  so,  my  lord,  in  plain  words, 
you  must  wap  and  win.^ 

^'  Your  words  must  be  stilU  plainer  before  I 
can  undentand  them,^  said  Nigel. 

«  What  the  devil«<^  gomest^,  one  who  deals 
with  the  deviPs  hemes  and  the  doctors,  and  not 
understand  pedlars'*  Frmchi-  Nay,  then,  I  must 
qpeak  pkin  English,  and  that^s  the  simpleton's 
tongoe^" 

'<  Speak,  then,  sir,^  sud  Nigel ;  **  and  I  pray 
you  be  brief,  for  I  have  httle  more  time  to  be* 
stow  on  you.** 

*«  Well  then,  my  lord,  to  be  brief,  as  you  and 
the  lawyers  call  it-->I  understand  you  have  an 
estate  in  the  north,  which  changes  masters  for 
want  of  the  redeeming  ready%*-Ay ,  you  start,  but 
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you  caiinot  danoe  in  a  net  befbre  me,  as  I  said 
before ;  and  so  the  King  runs  the  frowning  hu- 
mour  on  you,  and  the  court  vapours  you  the  go- 
bye  ;  and  the  Prince  scowls  at  you  from  under 
his  cap ;  and  the  favourite  serves  you  out  the 
puckered  brow  and  the  cold  shoulder ;  and  the 
favourite^!  faTourite— '^ 

'^  To  go  no  further,  fir^^  intetrupted  N^gei, 
<<  suppose  all  this  true— and  what  follows  r* 

<«  What  follow  r  returned  Duke  Hilddmd. 
'*  Marry,  this  follows,  that  you  will  owe  good 
deedf  as  well  as  good  will,  to  him  who  shall  put 
you  in  the  way  to  walk  with  your  beaver  cocked 
in  the  presence,  as  an  ye  were  Earl  of  Kildaie; 
bully  the  courtiers  ;  meet  the  Princess  blighting 
look  with  a  bold  brow ;  confront  the  favourite; 
baffle  his  deputy,  and— — "^ 

<<  This  is  all  well,^  said  Nigel;  '<  but  how  is 
it  to  be  accomplished  ?^ 

"  By  making  thee  a  Prince  of  Peru,  my  lord 
of  the  northern  latitudes ;  propping  thine  old  oas- 
tie  with  ingots, — ^fertilising  thy  failing  fortunes 
with  gold  dust— it  shall  but  cost  thee  to  put  thy 
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baron^s  coronet  for  a  day  or  so  on  the  brows  of 
an  old  Caduca  here,  the  man'*s  daughter  of  the 
house,  and  thou  art  master  of  a  mass  of  treasure 
that  shall  do  all  I  have  said  for  thee,  and-       ^ 

**  What,  you  would  have  me  marry  this  old 
gentlewoman  here,  the  daughter  of  mine  host  ?^ 
said  Nigel,  surprised  and  angry,  yet  unable  to 
suppress  some  desire  to  laugh. 

^  Nay,  my  lord,  I  would  have  you  marry  fifty 
thousand  good  sterling  pounds ;  for  that,  and 
better,  hath  old  Trapbois  hoarded ;  and  thou 
ahalt  do  a  deed  of  mercy  in  it  to  the  old  man, 
wha  will  lose  his  golden  smelts  in  some  worse 
tray— for  now  that  he  is  well  nigh  past  his  day  of 
worky  his  day  of  payment  is  like  to  follow.^ 

^^  Truly,  this  is  a  most  courteous  offer,^  said 
Iiord  Glenvarloch ;  ^^  but,  may  I  pray  of  your 
candour,  most  noble  Duke,  to  tell  me  why  you 
diqpose  of  a  ward  of  so  much  wealth  on  a  stran<« 
get  like  me,  who  may  leave  you  to-morrow  ?^ 

<*  In  sooth,  my  lord,""  said  t)ie  Duke,  <<  that 
question  smacks  more  of  the  wit  of  Beaujeau^s 
oi'dinary,  than  any  word  I  have  yet  heard  your 

VOL.  II. .  V 
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lordship  speaks  and  reason  it  is  jou  should  be 
tnswered.  Touching  my  pcfers,  it  is  but  neocs- 
saiy  to  say,  that  Mistress  Martha  Tnq>bois  will 
none  of  them,  irfiether  clerical  or  laic  Thecap- 
lain  hath  asked  her,  so  hath  the  parson,  but 
she  will  none  of  them-— she  looks  higher  than 
other,  and  is,  to  say  tnitby  a  woman  of  senses  and 
BO  forth,  too  profound,  and  of  spirit  something 
too  high,  to  put  up  with  greasy  buff  or  rusty 
pruneUa.  For  ourselves,  we  need  but  hint  thai 
we  have  a  consort  in  the  land  of  die  Kviag,  and, 
what  is  mors  to  purpose,  Mrs  Martha  knows  it 
So,  as  she  will  not  lace  her  kersey  hood  savv 
mth  a  quality  bindii^,  you,  my  lord,  must  be 
the  nan,  and  must  carry  off  fifty  thousand  d^ 
«us*s,  the  spoils  of  five  thousand  bulliea,  cutters, 
and  spendthrifts,<*-alwaya  deducting  fhim  the 
main  sum  some  five  thousand  pounds  for  ous 
princely  advke  and  oountienance,  without  which, 
as  maitters  stand  in  Alsatia,  you  would  find  it 
havd  to  win  the  phUe.^ 

<*  Bat  has  your  wisdom  oonadered,  ar,"*  le. 
plied  Glenvarloch,  <*  bow  this  wedlock  can  serve 
me  in  my  present  emergence  ?^ 
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<«  As  for  that,  my  lord^  tasd.Buke  Hi)ddbrod» 
^<  if,  with  forty  or  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  your 
poudiy  you  cannot  save  youradf,  you  will  do* 
serve  to  lose  your  head  for  your  folly,  and  your 
hand  tor  being  dose-fisted.^ 

^*  But,  nnoe  your  goodness  has  taken  my  mat^ 
ters  into  such  serious  conridention,^  continued 
Nigel,  who  conceived  there  was  no  prudence  in 
breaking  with  a  man,  who^  in  his  way,  meant 
him  favour  rather  than  offencef  **  perhi^  you 
may  be  aUe  to  tell  me  how  my  kindred  will  be 
fikely  to  receive  such  a  bride  as  you  recommend 
to  me  ?^ 

<<  Touching  that  matter,  my  lord,  I  have  al- 
ways heard  your  countrymen  knew  as  well  as 
other  folks,  on  which  side  their  bread  was  but* 
tered.  And  truly,  speaking  from  report,  I  know 
no  place  where  fifty  thousand  pounds-— fifty 
thousand  pounds,  I  say— -will  make  a  woman 
more  welcome  than  it  is  likely  to  do  in  your  an- 
cient kingdom.  And,  truly,  saving  the  slight 
twist  in  her  shoulder,  Mrs  Martha  Trapbois  is 
a  perscMi  of  very  awful  and  majestic  appearance. 
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and  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  come  of  better 
blood  than  any  one  wots  of;  for  old  Tnipbois 
loolcB  not  oyer  like  to  be  her  father,  and  her  mo* 
ther  was  a  generous,  liberal  sort  of  woman.^ 

*'  I  am  afraid,^  answered  Nigel^  ^'  thatdianoe 
is  rather  too  vague  to  assure  her  a  gracious  re- 
teption  into  an  honourable  house*^ 

''  Why  then^  my  lord,"*  replied  Hilddlnrod,  «<  I 
think  it  like  she  will  be  even  with  them ;  for  I 
will  venture  to  say  she  has  as  much  ill^natuie  as 
will  make  her  a  match  £br  your  whole  dan.^ 

^  That  may  inoonveni^ce  me  a  littk^^x^lied 
Nigel. 

*'  Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,^  said  the  Duke, 
fertile  in  expedients ;  ^*  if  she  should  beeome  nM 
ther  intolerable,  which  is  not  unlikely,  your  ho« 
nourable  house,  which  I  presume  to  be  a  castle^ 
hath,  doubtless,  both  turrets  and  dungeons^  and 
ye  may  bestow  your  bonny  bride  in  either  the  one 
or  the  other,  and  then  you  know  you  will  be  out 
of  hearing  of  her  tongue,  and  she  will  be  eithor 
above  or  below  the  contempt  of  your  friends.^ 

^^  It  is  sagely  counselled,  most  equitable  sir^^ 
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replied  Nigel,  ^'  and  such  restraint  would  be  a 
£i  meed  for  her  foUy  that  gave  me  any  ppwer 
over  her.** 

*<  You  entertain  Ihe  prqect  then^  my  lord  P"* 
said  Duke  Hildebrod. 

**  I  must  turn  it  in  my  mind  for  twecty*four 
hours,^  said  Nigel ;  ^*  and  I  will  pray  you  so  to 
order  matters  that  I  be  not  further  interrupted 
by  any  visitors.^ 

<'  We  will  utter  an  edict  to  secure  your  pri- 
yacjj^  said  the  Duke ;  **  and  you  do  not  think,^ 
be  added,  lowering  his  voice  to  a  commercial 
whisper,  <*  that  ten  thousand  is  too  much  to  pay 
to  the  Sovereign,  in  name  of  wardship  ?** 

<*  Ten  thousand  T  siad  Lord  Glenvarloch ; 
*^  why,  you  said  five  thousand  but  now.** 

<*  Aha  I  art  avised  of  that  J^  said  the  Duke, 
touching  the  side  of  his  nose  with  his  finger ; 
**  nay,  if  you  have  marked  me  so  closely,  you  are 
thinking  on  the  case  more  nearly  than  I  believed, 
till  you  trapped  me.  Well,  well,  we  will  not 
quarrel  about  the  connderation,  as  old  Trapbois 
would  call  itr— do  you  win  and  wear  the  dame ; 
it  will  be  no  hard  matter  with  your  face  and  fi* 


THE  FOftTUNKS  OF  NIQKL.  811 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


This  is  the  time— HeaYeii*s 
Hith  quitted  her  high  w«tch— the  lesser  tpenglM 
Are  pileing  one  bj  one ;  gi? e  me  the  ladder 
And  the  short  lever— bid  Anthony 
Keep  with  his  carabine  the  wicket*gBte{ 
And  do  tboa  bare  thy  knife  and  follow  me, 
Pot  we  will  in  and  do  it— darimess  like  thb 
Is  dawning  of  our  fortttnes. 

yfuxs  Duke  Hildebrod  had  withdrawn,  NU 
gd^s  firat  impulse  was  an  irresistible  feeling  to 
laugh  at  the  sage  adviser,  who  would  have  thus 
connected  him  with  age,  ugliness,  and  ill-temper ; 
but  his  next  thought  was  pity  for  the  unfortu- 
nate father  and  daughter,  who,  being  the  only 
persons  possessed  of  wealth  in  this  unhappy  dis- 
trict)  seemed  like  a  wreck  on  the  sea<*shore  of  a 
barbarous  country,  only  secured  from  plunder 
for  the  moment  by  the  jealousy  of  the  tribes  among 
whom  it  had  been  cast.     Neither  could  he  help 
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being  conscious  that  his  own  residence  here  was 
upon  conditions  equally  precarious,  and  that  be 
was  con^dered  by  the  Alsatians  in  the  same  light 
of  a  godsend  on  the  Cornish  coast,  or  a  sickly  but 
wealthy  caravan  travelling  through  the  wilds  ot 
Africa,  and  emphadcally  termed  by  the  naUons 
of  despoilers  through  whose  r^ons  it  passes, 
Dummalq/bngy  which  signifies  a  thing  given  to 
be  devoured-— a  common  prey  to  all  men, 

Nigel  had  already  formed  his  own  plan  to  ex- 
tricate himself,  at  whatsoey^  risk,  from  his  peri- 
lous  and  degrading  ^tuation ;  and  in  order  that 
he  might  carry  it  into  instant  execution,  he  only 
awaited  the  return  of  Lowestoffe^s  messenger. 
He  expected  him,  however,  in  vain,  and  could 
only  amuse  himself  by  looking  through  such 
parts  of  his  baggage  as  had  been  sent  to  him 
from  his  former  lodgings,  in  older  to  select  a 
small  packet  of  the  most  necessary  articles  to  take 
with  him,  in  the  event  of  his  quitdng  his  lodgings 
secretly  and  suddenly,  as  speed  and  privacy 
would,  he  foresaw,  be  parUcularly  necessary,  if 
he  meant  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  King, 
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which  was  the  course  his  spirit  and  his  interest 
alike  determined  him  to  pursue. 
.    While  he  was  thus  engaged,  he  found,  greatly 
to  his  satiafactiDn,  that  Master  Lowestoffe  had 
transmitted  not  only  his  rapier  and  poniard,  but 
a  pair  of  pbtols,  which  he  had  used  in  travelling ; 
<if  a  smaller  and  more  convenient  size  than  the 
Jarge  petronels,  or  horse  pbtols,  which  were  then 
in  common  use,  as  being  made  for  wearing  at 
the  girdle  <»r  in  the  pockets.    Next  to  having 
jBtout  and  friendly  comrades,  a  man  is  chiefly  em- 
boldeqed  by  finding  himself  well  armed  in  case 
of  need,  and  Nigel,  who  had  thought  with  some 
anxiety  on  the  hazard  of  trusting  his  life,  if  aU 
tacked,  to  the  protection  of  the  clumsy  weapon 
with  which  Lowestofie  had  equipped  him,  in  or- 
der to  complete  his  disguise,  felt  an  emotion  of 
confidence  approaching  to  triumph,  as,  drawing 
his  own  good  and  well-tried  rapier^  he  wiped  it 
.with  hb  handkerchief,  examined  its  point,  bent 
it  once  or  twice  against  the  ground  to  prove  its 
well-known  metal,  and  finally  replaced  it  in  the 
scabbard  the  more  hastily,  that  he  heard  a  tap 
.  at  the  door  of  his  chamber,  and  had  no  mind  to 
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be  found  vapouiing  in  the  apartment  with  hk 
sword  drawn* 

It  was  his  old  host  who  entei^,  to  tell  him 
with  man  J  cringes  that  the  price  of  hb  apartment 
was  to  be  a  crown  per  diem ;  and  that,  aeeonU 
ing  to  the  custom  of  Whitefriars^  the  rail  was 
always  payable  per  advance,  although  he  never 
scrupled  to  let  the  mon^  lie  till  a  week  or  fori- 
night,  or  even  a  month,  in  the  hands  of  any 
honourable  guest  like  Master  Grahame,  always 
upon  some  reasonable  consideration  for  the  Use. 
Nigel  got  rid  of  the  old  dotard^s  intrusicm,  by 
throwing  down  two  pieces  of  gold,  and  request- 
ing the  accommodation  of  bb  present  apartment 
for  eight  days,  adding  however,  he  did  not  think 
he  should  tarry  so  long. 

The  miser,  with  a  sparkling  eye  and  a  treni* 
bling  hand,  clutched  fast  the  proffered  coin,  and 
having  balanced  the  pieces  with  exquisite  plea- 
s^ure  on  the  extremity  of  his  withered  finger,  be- 
gan almost  instantly  to  shew  that  not  even  the 
)x)S9es«on  of  gold  can  gratify  for  mon*  than  an 
instant  the  very  heart  that  is  most  eager  in  the 
pursuit  of  it.   First,  the  pieces  might  be  light*-* 
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with  hasty  hand  he  drew  a  small  pair  of  scales 
ffom  his  bosom  and  weighed  them,  first  together^ 
then  separatdy,  and  smiled  with  glee  as  he  saw 
them  attmi  the  due  depreasioa  in  the  balance— 
a  civeumstanee  which  might  add  to  his  profits,  if 
it  were  true,  as  was  cunendy  repcMrted,  that  little 
of  the  gold  coinage  was  current  in  Alsatia  in  a 
perfect  state,  and  that  none  ever  left  the  sanctu-^ 
9rj  in  that  ccmdition. 

Another  fear  then  occurred  to  trouble  the  old 
miser^s  jdeasure.  He  had  been  just  able  to  com* 
prehoid  that  Nigel  intended  to  leave  the  Friars 
sooner  than  the  arrival  of  the  term  for  which  he 
had  deponted  the  rent*  This  might  imjdy  an 
expectation  of  rounding,  which,  as  a  Scotdi  wag 
sud,  of  all  species  of  funding,  jumped  least  with 
the  old  gehtleman^s  humour.  He  was  be^nning 
to  enter  a  hypothetical  caveat  on  this  subject, 
fmd  to  quote  several  reasons  why  no  part  of  the 
money  once  con^ned  as  room-rent,  could  be  re- 
pud  back  on  any  pretence,  without  great  hard- 
ship to  the  landlord,  when  Nigel,  growing  impa- 
tient, told  him  that  the  money  was  his  absolute- 
ly, and  without  any  intention  on  his  part  of  re- 
suming any  of  it— «U  he  asked  in  return  was 
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the  liberty  of  eajoying  in  private  the  apartment 
he  had  paid  for.  Old  Trapbois,  who  had  still  at 
his  toDgue^s  end  much  of  the  smooth  langn«ge> 
by  wluch  in  his  time  he  had  hastened  the  ruin  of 
many  a  young  spend-thrift,  began  to  laundi  out 
upon  the  noUe  and  generous  disfpomAum  of  his 
new  guest,  until  Nigel,  growing  impatient,  tpok 
the  old  gentleman  by  the  haod,  and  gently,  yet  ir- 
resistibly, leading  him  to  the  door  of  his^duunber, 
put  him  out,  but  with  such  a  decent  and  mode- 
ntte  exertion  of  his  supfsrior  strength  as  to  ren* 
der  the  action  in  no  shape  indecorous,  and  ftst* 
eaing  the  dow,  b^gan  to  do  that  for  his  pistols 
which  he  had  done  for  his  favourite  sword,  exa* 
mining  with  care  the  flints  and  locks,  and  review^ 
ing  the  state  of  his  small  proviuon  of  ammunidon. 
In  this  operation  he  was  a  second  time  inter^ 
/upted  by  a  knocking  at  his  door — he  called  up* 
0n  the  person  to  enter,  having  no  doubt  that  it 
.was  Lowestoffe^s  messenger  at  length  arrived*  It 
was,  however,  the  ungrvoious  daughter  of  old 
Trapbois,  who,  muttering  something  about  her 
i^ther*s  mistake,  laid  down  upon  the  table  one  <^ 
the  pieces  of  gold  which  Nigel  had  just  given  to 
htm,  saying,  that  what  she  retained  was  the  full 
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rent  for  the  term  be  had  qpfldfied.  Nigel  replied^ 
he  had  paid  the  monqry  and  had  no  desire  tote* 
ceive  it  again. 

^*  Do  as  you  will  with  it,  then,^  ^replied  his 
hostess*  ^*  fcMT  there  it  lies,  and  shall  lie  for  me. 
If  you  are  fool  enough  to  pay  mote  than  is  rea* 
son,  my  father  shall  not  be  knave  enough  to  tak^ 

or 

<*  But  your  father^  mistress,"*  said  Nigel; 
.**  your  father  tdd  mo        ^ 

'*  O,  my  father,  my  father,^  said  she,  inter- 
rupting  him, — **  my  father  managed  these  affairs 
while  he  was  able — I  manage  them  now,  and  that 
may  in  the  long  run  be  as  well  for  both  of  us.^ 

She  then  looked  on  the  table,  and  observed  the 
weapons. 

**  You  have  arms,  I  see,^  she  said ;  '^  do  you 
know  how  to  use  them  ?^ 

'*  I  should  do  so,  mistress,^  tephed  Nigely 
^*  for  it  has  been  my  occupation.^ 

*^  You  are  a  soldier,  then  ?^  she  demanded. 

*^  No  farther  as  yet,  than  as  every  gentlemaa 
of  my  country  is  a  soldier."" 

Ay,  that  is  ypur  point  of  honour—- to  cut  the 
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UuoftU  of  the  pDor— «  proper  gentknisD-likeoc- 
cuptdoD  for  those  who  should  proCcct  ibem  T 

<<  I  do  not  deal  iQ  cutting  throat%  miilnB,^ 
replied  Nigel ;  *^butl  amy  aims  lo  defend  my* 
self,  and  my  countiy  if  she  needs  me.^ 

^  Ay,""  replied  Martha,  «<  it  is  £nrly  wiaded; 
but  men  say  you  areas  prompt  as  others  in  pett^ 
brawls,  where  neither  your  safety  nor  your  ooub* 
tiy  are  in  hazard ;  and  that  had  it  not  been  so^ 
you  would  not  have  been  in  the  sanctumy  to- 
day.'* 

<*  Mistress,''  roturned  Nigel,  <<  I  should  labour 
in  vain  to  make  you  understand  that  a  nan's  ho- 
nour, which  is,  or  should  be,  dearer  to  him  than 
his  life,  may  clten  call  cm  and  compel  us  to  ha- 
zard our  own  lives,  or  that  of  others,  on  what 
would  otherwise  seem  triiing  contingencies.'* 

<^  God's  law  says  nought  of  that,'*  said  the  fe- 
male (  "  I  have  only  read  there,  that  thou  dialt 
not  kill.  But  I  have  neither  time  nor  inclination 
to  preach  to  y ou^-you  will  find  enough  of  fight- 
ing hero  if  you  like  it,  and  well  if  it  come  not  to 
5«ek  you  when  you  are  least  prepared.  Farowdl 
for  the  present — ^the  chare-woman  will  execute 
your  commands  for  your  meals." 
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She  left  the  room  just  as  NigeU  provoked  at 
her  ii86Uiniiig  a  superior  tone  of  judgment  and 
of  oensure»  was  about  to  be  so  superfluous  as  to 
enter  into  a  dispute  with  an  old  pawnbroker's 
daughter  on  the  subject  of  the  point  of  honour. 
He  smiled  at  himself  for  the  folly  into  which  the 
sfAnX  of  self-vindieation  had  so  nearly  hurried 
himi, 

Lord  Glenvarioeh  then  applied  to  the  cares  of 
oM  Deborah  the  chare-woman,  by  whose  interme. 
diaUon  he  was  provided  with  a  tolerably  decent 
dinner ;  and  the  only  embarrassmoit  which  he 
experienced,  was  from  the  almost  fordble  entry 
of  the  old  dotard  his  landlord,  who  insisted  upon 
giving  his  assistance  at  laying  the  ck>th.  l^igel 
had  some  difficulty  to  prevent  him  from  displa- 
dng  his  arms  and  some  papers  which  were  Ijring 
on  the  small  taUe  at  which  he  had  been  mtting ; 
and  nothing  short  of  a  stem  and  positive  injunc 
tion  to  the  contrary  could  compel  him  to  use 
another  board,  (though  there  w^e  two  in  the 
room,)  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  doth. 

Having  at  length  obliged  him  to  relinquish 
Ms  purpose^  he  could  not  help  observing  that  the 
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attemion  of  the  old  dotard  seemed  Btill  anxkmdy 
fixed  upon  the  small  table  oa  whidi  lay  hk  sword 
and  pistols ;  and  that  amidst  all  the  little  dades 
whidi  he  seemed  officiously  anxious  to  render  to 
hb  guest,  he  took  every  opportunity  of  looking 
towards  and  approaching  these  olijects  of  hisat* 
tentioD.  At  length,  when  Trapbois  thought  he 
had  completely  avoided  the  notice  of  his  guest, 
Nigel,  through  the  obserration  of  one  of  the 
cracked  mirrors,  on  which  channel  of  eommuni* 
cation  the  old  man  had  not  calculated,  bdieldhim 
actually  extend  his  hand  towards  the  taUe  in 
question.  He  thought  it  unnecessary  to  use  fiuw 
ther  ceremony,  but  telling  his  landlord  in  a  stem 
voice,  that  he  permitted  no  one  to  toudi  his  arm% 
he  OMmnanded  him  to  leave  the  apartment.  The 
old  usurer  commenced  a  maundering  sort  of  apo. 
l^igy^  in  which  all  that  Nigel  distincdy  appce* 
bended,  was  a  firequent  repeduon  of  the  word 
consideraiionf  and  which  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
require  any  other  answer  than  a  reiteration  of 
his  command  to  him  to  leave  the  apartment,  upon 
pain  dT  worse  consequences. 
The  ancient  Hebe  who  acted  ub  Lord  Glen^ 

12 


THE  FOETUWES  OP  KIGEL.  331 

nndoeh^B  eup-beanr,  todk  hb  part  agaant  the 
intnuioii  of  the  atffl  more  jntiqvated  Ganymede, 
and  uMiated  on  old  Tmpbcna  leaving  the  room 
inatantlyy  menaring  him  at  Ae  same  time  with 
har  raistms^  di8{dea8ure  if  he  remained  there 
any  longer.  The  dd  man  asemed  more  under 
petticoat  government  than  any  other,  for  the 
threat  of  the  chare-woman  prodttced  greater  ef- 
feet  upon  him  than  the  more  formidable  dis- 
l^eamire  of  Nigd.  He  withdrew  grumbling  and 
muttering,  and  Lord  Glenvarlodi  heard  him  bar 
a  large  door  at  the  nearer  end  of  the  gallery ,  whidi 
aerved  as  a  diviiion  betwixt  the  other  parts  of  the 
extenaiye  manaion,  and  the  apartment  oocujMed 
by  his  guest,  which,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  had 
its  access  from  the  landing-place  at  the  bead  of 
the  grand  stmr-case. 

Nigel  accepted  the  careful  sound  of  the  bolts 
and  bars  as  they  were  severaBy  drawn  by  the 
trembling  hand  of  dd  Trapboisyasanementhat 
the  senior  did  not  mean  again  to  revisit  him  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  and  heartily  rejoiced 
that  he  was  at  length  to  be  left  to  uninterrupted 
solitude. 

VOL.  II.  X 
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The  old  woman  asked  if  there  was  aught  elae 
to  be  done  for  his  aooommodation ;  and  indeed  it 
had  hitherto  seemed  as  if  the  pleasure  of  serviaii^ 
hinif  or  more  properly  the  reward  which  she  ex. 
peoted,  had  renewed  her  youth  and  actiyity. — 
Nigel .  desired  to  have  candles,  a  fire  lighted  in 
his  apartment)  and  a  few  faggots  placed  beside 
it,  that  he  might  feed  it  from  time  to  time,  as  he 
began  to  feel  the  chilly  effects  of  the  damp  and 
low  situation  of  the  house,  close  as  it  was  to  the 
Thames.  Rut  while  the  old  woman  was  absent 
upon  his  errand,  he  began  to  think  in  what  way 
he  should  pass  the  long  and  solitary  evening  with 
which  he  was  threatened. 

His  own  reflections  promised  to  Nigel  little 
amosement  and  less  applause.  He  had  conader* 
ed  his  own  perilous  situation  in  every  light  in 
whidi  it  could  be.  viewed,  and  foresaw  as  littk 
utility  as  comfort  in  resuming  the  survey.  To 
divert  the  current  of  his  ideas,  books  were,  of 
course^  the  readiest  resource ;  and  although,  like 
most  of  us,  Nigel  had,  in  his  time,  sauntered 
through  huge  libraries,  and  even  spent  a  hog 
time  there  without  greatly  disturbing  th^  leam- 


THE  FOBTUKES  OF  NIGEL.  SSS 

ed  contento,  he  was  now  in  a  ntuaition  where  the 
pofisession  of  a  volame^  even  of  very  inferior  me* 
rit,  becomes  a  real  treasure.  The  old  housewife 
returned  shortly  afterwards  with  fiiggots,  and 
soBM  pisfffs  of  holfcbiinit*  wuMmMe^  ihm  par* 
quisites  j»obably,  real  or  usurped^  of  some  ex- 
pcapienced  groom  of  the  Chambers,  two  of  whidt 
she  placed  in  large  brass  candlesticks,  of  diferent 
shapes  and  patterns,  and  laid  the  odiers  on  the 
table^  that  Nigel  might  renew  them  from  time  to 
time  as  they  burnt  to  the  socket  She  heard 
with  interest  Lord  GlenvarlocVs  request  to  have 
a  book-— «ny  sort  of  book — ^to  pass  away  the 
night  withal,  and  returned  for  answer,  that  she 
knew  of  no  other  books  in  the  house  except  her 
young  mistvess's  (as  she  always  denominated 
Mistress  Martha  Trapbois,)  Kble,  which  the 
owner  would  not  lend ;  and  her  Master^s  WheU 
stone  of  Witte,  being  the  Second  Fart  of  Arith- 
metio,  by  Robert  Record,  with  the  Cbssike  Fnic* 
lice  and  Rule  of  Equation ;  which  prominng  vo- 
lume Nigel  decUned  to  borrow.  She  oflRered, 
however,  to  bnng  him  some  books  from  Duke 


8S4  THS  FOBTUMKS  QF  MlGJiL. 

HtMAiMil— «  who  80iii6tiBafi8»  fiood  fffullfHiin 
gave  •  |^«noe  at  a  book  when  tbe  Slate  afidrs 
of  A-lmlia  Igft  lum  as  inucb  Icjam^^ 

Nigd  embraced  the  pfopoeal,  and  lua  un* 
wmed  Icia  tcuttkd  away  on  this  second  em- 
bassy* She  retiumed  in  a  abort  time  wiih  a  tat- 
t^sed  qaasto  volunie  under  bor  am,  and  a  poi. 
tie  of  sack  in  hear  hand ;  finr  the  ]>ilke,  jn^P^K 
that  saere  seadiiig  was  dry  work,  had  sen^  the 
wine  bjr  vay  of  asuae  to  help  it  down,  not  for- 
geti^ttig  td  add  the  priee  to  the  m^roiog^s  aooie, 
whieh  be  had  afaretfd^  n»  up  i^gttust  the  atvaii^^ 
in  the  sanctuary. 

Nigel  seised  on  the  book^  and  did  not  refuse 
the  wine^  thinking  that  a  g^bttor  two^  aa  it  reaUy 
proved  to  be  of  good  quality^  woidd  be  no  bad 
itttsrlude  to  his  studies.  He  dsmiased,  with 
thanks  and  asmnmre  of  reward,  the  poor  eU 
drudge  who  had  been  so  aeakius  in  hia  service; 
trimmed  his  fire  and  candksy  and  placed  the 
eanest  of  the  old  aruMJiairs  in  a  eonvement 
posture  betwixt  the  fire  and  the  table  at  wUchhe 
had  dined,  and  which  now  suppocted  the  mca- 
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sure  of  sadc  and  the  lights ;  and  thus  aoocmi^ 
panying  his  studies  widi  such  luxunous  appfi«i 
anoes  as  were  in  his  power,  he  b^gan  to  exannne 
the  only  volume  inth  which  the  ducal  library  <A 
Ahada  had  been  able  to  supply  him. 

The  contents,  though  of  a  kind  generally  in-, 
tercftting,  were  not  well  calculated  to  dispel  the 
gloom  by  which  he  was  surrounded.  The  book 
was  entided,  <^  God^^s  Retenge  against  Murther;^ 
not,  as  the  bibliomamaoal  reader  may  eaaly  con^ 
jectare,  the  work  which  Hq^dds  published  un« 
der  that  imposing  name,  but  one  of  a  much 
earlier  date,  printed  and  sold  by  old  Wolfe ;  and 
which,  could  a  copy  now  be  found,  would  sell  for 
much  more  than  its  weight  in  gold.* 

Nigel  bmd  soon  enough  of  the  doleful  tales 
which  the  book  contains,  and  attempted  one  or 
two  other  modes  of  killing  the  evening.    He 


*  NoTK  ify  Captain  ChUterbuek^^Ordj  three  copies  are 
known  to  exist ;  one  in  the  library  at  Kennaquhair,  and 
two — one  foxed  and  cropped,  the  other  tall  and  in  good 
condition-^hotii  in  the  possessdon  of  an  eminent  member 
<^the  Roxburgh  Club,  now  M.  P.  fbr  a  great  unifersity. 
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looked  out  at  the  window,  but  the  night  was 
nuny,  with  gusts  of  wind ;  he  tried  to  ooax  the 
fire,  but  the  faggots  were  green  and  smoked 
without  burning ;  and  as  he  was  naturally  tem- 
perate, he  felt  his  blood  somewhat  heated  by  the 
oanary  sack  which  he  had  already  -drank,  and 
had  no  farther  indination  to  that  pastime.  He 
nest  attemptied  to  compose  a  memorial,  addressed 
to  the  King,  in  which  he  set  forth  bis  case  and  his 
grievances;  but  speedily  stung  with  the  idea 
that  bis  supplication  would  be  treated  with  scorn, 
he  flung  the  scroll  into  the  fire,  and,  in  a  sort  of 
desperation,  resumed  the  book  which  he  had  laid 


Nigel  became  more  interested  in  the  volume  at 
the  second  than  at  the  first  attempt  which  he  made 
to  pecuse  it.  The  narrativesi  strange  and  shock* 
ing  as-they^were  to  human  feeling,  possessed  yet 
the  interest  of  sorcery  or  of  fascination,  which  ri- 
vets the  attention  by  its  awakening  honors.  Much 
was  told  of  the  strange  and  horrible  acts  of  Uood 
by  which  men,  setting  jiature  and  humanity  alike 
at  defiance,  had,  for  the  thirst  ot  revenge,  the 
lust  of  gold,  or  the  cravings  of  irregular  ambition, 
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broken  into  the  tabernacle  of  life.  Yet  more  sur«. 
prittog  and  myBterious  tales  were  recounted  of  the 
mode  in  which  siich  deeds  of  blood  had  come  to 
be  discovered  and  revenged.  Animals,  insensi- 
Ue  animals,  had  told  the  secret,  and  birds  of  the 
air  had  cairied  the  matter.  The  elements  had 
seemed  to  betray  the  deed  which  had  polluted 
them— earth  had  ceased  to  support  the  murderer^s 
steps,  fire  to  warm  his  frozen  limbs,  water  to  re- 
fresh his  parched  lips,  air  to  relieve  his  gaping 
lungs.  All,  in  short,  bore  evidence  to  the  ho- 
micide^s  guilt  In  other  drcumstances,  the  cn« 
minal^s  own  awakened  conscience  pursued  and 
brought  him  to  justice;  and  in  some  narratives 
the  grave  was  said  to  have  yawned,  that  the  ghost 
of  the  sufferer  might  call  for  revenge. 

It  was  now  wearing  late  into  the  night,  and 
the  book  was  still  in  NigePs  hands,  when  the 
tapestry  which  hung  behind  him  flapped  against 
the  wall,  and  the  wind  produced  by  its  motion, 
waved  the  flame  of  the  candles  by  which  he  was 
reading.   Nigel  started  and  turned  round,  in  that 

excited  and  irritated  state  of  mind  which  arose 

a 
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fiwi  the  natim  of  his  aludiMi  e^pcoMlly  at  a 
period  when  a  certain  dcigree  of  eupeiMiUoD  was 
inciiIeaAed  as  a  point  of  religious  frith*  It  was 
not  without  emotion  that  he  saw  the  bloodJeis 
eountenanoey  meagre  form,  and  ghastly  aifieet 
of  old  TfapboiSy  onoe  more  in  the  yery  act  of 
extending  his  withered  hand  towards  the  table 
which  supported  his  arms.  ConYinoed  by  this 
undmdy  appazition  that  something  evil  was  me- 
ditated towards  him^  Hig^  sprung  up^  seiaed 
his  swordi  drew  it,  and  placing  it  at  the  old 
man^s  breast,  demanded  of  him  what  he  did  in 
his  apartment  at  so  untimely  an  hour.  Trap- 
bois  shewed  nether  fear  nor  surprise,  and  only 
answered  by  some  imperfect  expressions,  intima. 
ting  he  would  part  with  his  life  rather  than  with 
his  property ;  and  Lord  Glenvarloch,  strange- 
ly embarrassed,  knew  not  what  to  think  of  the 
intrudcr'^s  motives,  and  still  less  how  to  get  rid 
of  him.  As  he  again  tried  the  means  of  intimi- 
dation, he  was  surprised  by  a  second  appariuon 
from  behind  the  tapestry,  in  the  person  of  the 
daughter  of  Trspbds,  bearing  a  lamp  in  her 
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hand.  She  also  seemed  to  possess  her  fatlMT^s 
insensibility  to  danger,  for,  eeming  dose  to  N^ 
gel,  she  pushed  aside  impetiioiisly  Ua  naked 
awoid,  and  oven  attempted  to  take  it  out  bf  his 
hand* 

**  For  abame,^  she  said,  <<  your  MWotd  on  « 
mauof  qghty  years  and  morfe  I— this  the  honour 
of  a  Scottish  gentlesaaii  I— -give  it  to  me  to  mako 
a  spindle  of.^ 

«  Stand  back,^  said  Nigel;  **  I  mean  your  f»> 
ibeac  no  injuiy— but  I  wiU  know  what  has  caused 
him  to  prowl  this  whole  day,  and  evien  at  tins 
late  hour  of  night,  around  my  arms.^ 

«  Your  arms  P  vqpeated  she ;  **  alas  1  young 
man,  the  whole  arms  in  the  Tower  ol  London 
are  of  little  value  to  him,  in  ooroparison  <^  this 
miserable  piece  of  gold  which  I  left  this  mom* 
ing  on  the  teble  ot  a  young  spendthrift,  tod 
earekss  to  put  what  bdonged  to  him  into  his 
own  purse.^ 

So  sayin^^  she  shewed  the  ]»ece  of  gold,  which, 
siill  remaining  on  the  table  where  she  left  it,  had 
been  the  bait  that  attracted  old  Trapbois  so 
frequently  to. the  qpot;  and  which,  even  in  the 
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of  the  night,  had  so  dwelt  on  his  imagi* 
nation,  that  he  had  made  lue  of  a  private  pas- 
sage long  disuaed,  to  enter  his  guest^s  apartment, 
in  order  to  poaaeas  himself  of  the  treasure  daring 
his  slumbers.  He  now  exclaimed,  at  the  highest 
tones  of  his  cracked  and  feeUe  voice— 

<<  Itismine— it  is  mine! — hegaveit  to  mefor 
a  consideration— I  will  die  ere  I  part  with  my 
property  !** 

«  Tt  is  indeed  his  own,  mistress,'*  said  Nigel, 
*<  and  I  do  entreat  you  to  restore  it  to  the  peracm 
on  whom  I  have  bestowed  it,  and  let  me  have  my 
apartment  in  quiet* 

**  I  will  account  with  you  for  it  then,*— «aid 
the  mttden,  reluctantly  giving  to  her  father  the 
morsel  of  Mammon,  on  which  be  darted  as  if  his 
bony  fingers  bad  been  the  talons  of  a  hawk  sos- 
ing  Its  prey ;  and  then  making  a  contented  mut* 
tering  and  mumbling,  like  an  old  dog  after  he 
has  been  fed,  and  just  when  he  is  wheeling  him- 
self thrice  round  for  the  purpose  of  lying  down, 
he  followed  his  daughter  behind  the  tapestry, 
through  a  little  sHding  door,  which  was  perceived 
when  the  hangings  were  drawn  apart. 
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« 


This  duiU  be  properly  fastened  to^mortow^ 
said  the  daughter  to  Nigel,  qieaking  ia  such  a 
'tone  that  her  lather,  deaf  and  engroseed  by  his 
ac()uisition,  could  not  hear  her ;  '<  to-night  I  mil 
eontinue  to  watch  him  closely.— I  vidi  you  good 
repose.^ 

These  lew  words,  ptonounoed  in  a  tone  of  more 
dvility  than  she  had  yet  made  use  of  towards  her 
lodger,  contained  a  wish  which  was  not  to  be  ac- 
oomplbhed,  although  her  guest,  presently  after 
her  departure^  retired  to  bed. 

There  was  a  slight  fever  on  NigePs  blood,  tM>- 
casioned  by  the  various  events  of  the  evening, 
which  put  him,  as  the  phrase  is,  beside  hia  rest 
Perplexing  and  painful  thoughts  rolled  on  his 
mind  like  a  troubled  stream,  and  the  more  he 
laboured  to  lull  himself  to  slumber,  the  farther 
he  seemed  from  attaining  his  object  He  tried 
all  the  resources  common  in  such  cases,  kept 
counting  from  one  to  a  thousand,  until  his 
head  was  giddy — ^he  watched  the  embers  of  the 
wood  fire  till  bis  eyes  w^e  dazzled— he  listened 
to  the  dull  moaning  of  the  wind,  the  swinging 
and  creaking  ef  signs  which  projected  from  the 
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bouses,  and  the  baying  of  heee  and  there  «  hfliiie. 
less  dog,  till  his  very  ear  was  weary. 

Suddenly,  however,  amad  this  monotony,  eame 
a  sound  whieh  startled  bun  at  onoei  Itwasafe- 
maleshrieL  He  sate  up  in  bis  bed  to  lasteoy  thesi 
remembered  be  was  in  Alsatia,  where  brawls  of 
ewery  sort  were  cunrent  among  the  nnroly  in- 
habitants.-— But  another  scream,  and  anotfaeiv 
and  another  suooeeded  so  dose,  that  he  waa  cer- 
tain, though  the  mnse  was  remote  and  sound*- 
ed  stifled,  it  must  be  in  the  ssme  house  with 
himself. 

Nigel  jumped  up  hastily,  put  on  a  part  of 
his  dothes,  seized  his  swprd  and  {Mstols,  and  ran 
to  the  door  of  his  chamber.  Here  be  plain- 
ly heard  the  screams  redoubled,  and,  as  be 
thought,  the  sounds  came  from  the  usurer^s 
apartment  All  access  to  the  gallery  was  effisc* 
tually  exduded  by  the  intermediate  door,  wfaidi 
the  brave  young  lord  shook  with  eager,  but  vain 
impatience.  But  the  secret  passage  occurred  sud- 
denly to  his  recollection.  He  hastened  back  to 
his  room,  and  succeeded  mth  some  difficulty  in 
lighting  a  candle,  dreadfully  agitated  by  bearing 
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the  cries  tepented^  yet  still  move  afndd  lest  they 
shoald  sink  inta  ailenee.  He  rushed  along  the 
narravr  and  winding  eDinmcey  gnided  by  the 
noise,  whidi  now  bant  nere  wildly  OD  his  ear,  and 
while  he  deaeended  a  narrow  sturease  which  ter- 
minated the  passage,  he  heard  die  stiited  voices 
of  men,  encouiaging,  as  it  seemedt  each  other. 
<*  Du«4i  her,  strike  her  down— calence  her«-beat 
her  brains  out,**-<-while  the  voice  of  his  hostess/ 
though  new  almost  exhausted,  was  repeating  the 
cry  of  <*  murder,^  and  <<  help.^  At  the  bottom  oi 
the  stair^case  was  a  small  door  which  gave  way 
bcfive  Nigd  as  be  pieci{Htated  himself  upon  the 
acene  of  action,  a  cocked  |»slol  in  one  hand^  a 
dandle  in  the  other,  and  his  naked  swoiti  under 
his  ann.  Two  rufians  had  with  great  diflcuhy 
overpowered,  or  rather  were  on  the  point  of  over- 
powering, the  daughter  of  Trapbois,  whose  resist- 
ance appeared  to  have  been  most  desperate,  for 
the  floor  was  covered  with  fragments  of  her 
clothes,  and  handfuls  of  her  hair.  It  appeared 
that  her  life  was  about  to  be  the  price  of  her  de- 
fence,fbr  one  villain  had  drawn  a  longdasp-knife, 
when  they  were  surprised  by  the  entrance  of 
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Nigel,  who,  aB  Ibey  tnrned  towards  him,  shot  the 
fellow  wid)  the  knife  dead  on  the  epot^  and  whe& 
the  other  adranced  on  him,  hurled  the  candle- 
stick  at  hb  head,  and  then  attacked  him  with  his 
sword.  It  was  dark,  save  some  pale  moonli^t 
from  the  inndow,  and  the  ruffian,  after  firing  a 
pistol  without  eflPect,  and  fighting  a  traverse  or 
two  with  his  sword,  lost  heart,  made  fcnr  the  win- 
dow, leaped  over  it,  and  escaped.  Nigel  fired 
his  remaining  pistol  after  him  at  a  venture,  and 
then  called  for  light 

<<  There  is  light  in  the  kitdien^"  answered 
Martha  Trapbcus,  with  more  presence  of  miod 
than  could  have  been  expected,  *<  Stay,  jwk 
know  not  the  way — I  will  fetch  it  myself. — Oh ! 
my  father — ^my  poor  father ! — I  knew  it  would 
come  to  this — and  all  along  of  the  accursed  gold ! 
They  have  MURTHEaKO  him.^ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Death  findB  ub  'mid  our  play-things— snatches  us 
As  a  croas  nurse  might  do  a  wayward  child. 
From  all  our  toys  and  haubles.    His  rough  call 
Unlooses  all  our  favourite  ties  on  earth ; 
And  well  if  they  are  such  as  may  be  answered 
In  yonder  world,  where  all  is  judged  of  truly. 

Old  Play, 

It  was  a  ghastly  scene  which  opened  upon  Mar- 
tha Trapbois^  return  with  a  light  Her  own  ha- 
gard  and  austere  features  were  exaggerated  by 
all  the  desperation  of  grief,  fear,  and  passion ;  but 
the  latter  was  predominant.  On  the  floor  lay  the 
body  of  the  robber,  who  had  expired  without  a 
groan,  while  his  blood  flowing  plentifully  had  crim- 
soned all  around.     Another  body  lay  also  there, 
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on  which  the  unfortunate  woman  predpitated 
herself  in  agony,  for  it  was  that  of  her  unhappy 
father.  In  the  next  moment  she  started  up^  and 
exclaiming^— *^  There  may  be  life  yet  !^  strove  to 
raise  the  body.  Nigel  went  to  her  assistance,  but 
not  without  a  glance  at  the  open  window,  which 
Martha,  as  acute  as  if  undisturbed  either  by  pas- 
sion or  terror,  failed  not  to  interpret  justly. 

"  Fear  not,^  she  cried,  ^  fear  not;  they  are  base 
cowards,  to  whom  courage  is  as  much  unknown 
as  mercy— If  I  had  had  weapons,  I  could  have 
defended  myself  against  them  without  amiiiranrp 
or  protection.  Oh  !  my  poor  father ! — ^protection 
comes  too  late  for  this  cold  and  stiff  corpse— be 
is  dead^-dead  !^ 

While  she  spoke,  they  were  attempting  to  raise 
the  dead  body  of  the  old  miser ;  but  it  was  evi- 
dent, even  from  the  feeling  of  the  inacdve  weight 
and  rigid  joints,  that  life  had  forsaken  her  station. 
Nigel  looked  for  a  wound,  but  saw  none.  The 
daughter  of  the  deceased,  with  more  presence  of 
mind  than  a  daughter  could  have  been  supposed 
capable  of  exerting,  discovered  the  instrument  of 
his  murder— A  sort  of  scarf  whidi  had  been  drawn 
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SO  tight  round  his  throat  as  to  stifle  liis  cries  for 
assistance  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  to 
extinguish  Ufe.  She  undid  the  fatal  noose,  and 
laying  the  old  man'^s  body  in  the  arms  of  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  she  ran  for  water,  for  spirits,  for 
essences,  in  the  vain  hope  that  life  might  be  only 
suspended.  That  hope  proved  indeed  vain.  She 
chafed  his  temples,  raised  his  head,  opened  his 
night-gown,  (for  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  arisen 
from  bed  upon  hearing  the  entrance  of  the  viU 
lains,)  and,  filially,  opened,  with  difiiculty,  his  fix- 
ed and  closely-clenched  hands,  from  one  of  which 
dropped  a  key,  from  the  other  the  very  piece  of 
gold  about  which  the  unhappy  man  had  been  a 
little  before  so  anxious,  and  which  probably,  in 
the  impaired  state  of  his  mental  faculties,  he  was 
disposed  to  defend  with  as  desperate  energy  as 
if  its  amount  had  been  necessary  to  his  actual 
existence. 

*^  It  is  in  vain— it  is  in  vain,^  said  the  daugh- 
ter, desisting  from  her  fruitless  attempts  to  recal 
the  spirit  which  had  been  effectually  dislodged,  for 
the  neck  had  been  twisted  by  the  violence  of  the 
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mvrderers ;  ^*  it  is  in  vain — he  is  murdered — I 
always  knew  it  would  be  thus ;  and  now  I  wit- 
ness  it  1^ 

She  then  snatched  up  the  key  and  the  piece  of 
money,  but  it  was  only  to  dadk  them  again  on  the 
floofi  as  she  exclaimed,  ^'  Aocursed  be  ye  both, 
for  you  are  the  causes  of  this  deed !" 

Nigel  would  have  spoken,  would  have  remind- 
ed her  that  measures  should  be  instantly  taken 
for  tb^  pursuit  of  the  murderer  who  had  escaped, 
as  well  as  for  her  own  security  against  his  letuni ; 
but  she  interrupted  him  sharply. 

"  Be  silent,^  sb^  said,  ,**  be  alent  Think  you 
the  thoughts  of  my  own  heart  are  not  enough  to 
distract  me,  and  with  such  a  Mgfat  bb  this  before 
me  ?  I  say  be  silent,^  she  said  n^gain,  and  in  a  yet 
sterner  ton^— ^^  Can  a  daughter  listen,  and  her 
father^s  murdered  corpse  lying  on  her  knees  r* 

Lord  Glenvarloch,  however  overpowered  by 
the  energy  of  her  grief,  felt  not  the  less  the  em- 
barrassment of  his  own  situation.  He  had  dis- 
charged both  his  pistols— the  robber  might  re- 
turn—he had  probably  other  assistants  beside  the 
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man  who  had  fallen,  land  it  gecmod  to  hun  indeed 
as  if  he  had  heard  ar  mutteiii^  beneath  the  win- 
dows. He  explained  hastily  to  his  compahioD  the 
necessity  of  procuring  am&unitioo. 

'^  You  are  rigfat,^  she  said,  aomewhdt  con- 
temptuously, **  and  hare  veHtur^  already  noire 
than  ever  I  expected  of  man.  60,  and  shift  fi»r 
yourself,  sinee  that  is  ^oar  purpose— Jeave  me  to 
my  hXeJ* 

Without  stopping  fbr  needless  expc^tulation, 
Nigel  hast^ed  to  his  own  room  through  the  s^^ 
cret  passage^  fumisiied  himself  with  the  ammu«&- 
nition  he  sought  for,  'and  return^  with  the  same 
celerity ;  wondering  himself  at  the  accuracy  with 
which  he  achieved,  in  the  dark,  all  the  meander^ 
ings  of  the  passage  which  he  had  traversed  obly 
once,  and  that  in  a  moment  of  such  violent  agi- 
tation* 

He  found,  on  his  return,  the  unfortunate  wo- 
maii  standing  like  a  statue  by  the  body  of  her 
father,  which  she  had  laid  straight  on  the  floor, 
having  covered  the  face  with  the  skirt  of  his  gown. 
She  testified  neither  surprise  nor  pleasure  at  Ni- 
gefs  return,  but  said  to  him  calmly — ^^  My  moan 
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is  made-Huy  aonow— «U  the  aoRow  at  lent  that 
man  shallever  hayeiiotiiigof,  isgcmeaiidcnrer; 
but  I  will  have  justice,  and  the  base  yillain  who 
murdered  this  poor  defenoeless  old  man,  when  he 
bad  not,  by  the  course  of  nature,  a  twelTemonth''s 
life  in  him,  shall  not  cumber  the  earth  long  afker 
him.  Stranger,  i^om  heaven  has  sent  to  forwaid 
the  revenge  reserved  for  this  action,  go  to  Hil- 
dehxxi^s—- there  they  are  awake  all  night  in  their 
revels— hid  him  come  hither-^e  is  bound  fay 
his  duty,  and  dare  not,  and  shall  not,  reCnse  his 
assistance,  which  he  well  knows  I  can  reward* 
Why  do  ye  tarry  ? — go  instantly.^ 

<<  I  would,"*  said  Nigel,  <'  but  I  am  fearful 
of  leaving  you  alone;  the  villains  may  return. 


*' True,  most  true— he  may  return ;  and  though 
I  care  little  for  his  murdering  me,  he  may  pos- 
himselfof  what  has  most  tempted  him.  Keqp 
key  and  this  piece  of  gold ;  they  are  both  of 
importanoe-«defend  your  life  if  assailed,  and  if 
you  kill  the  villain  I  will  make  you  rich.  I  go 
myself  to  call  for  aid.^ 

Nigel  would  have  remonstrated  with  her,  but 
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die  had  departed,  and  in  a  moment  he  heard  the 
house-door  clank  hehind  her.  For  an  instant  he 
thought  of  following  her ;  but  upon  recollection 
that  the  distance  was  but  short  betwixt  the  ta- 
vern of  Hildebrod  and  the  house  of  Trapbois,  he 
concluded  that  she  incurred  little  danger  in  pass- 
ing it,  and  that  he  would  do  well  in  the  meanwhile 
to  lemain  on  the  watch  as  she  recommended. 

It  was  no  pleasant  situation  for  one  unused  to 
8uch  scenes  to  remain  in  the  apartment  with  two 
dead  bodies,  recently  those  of  living  and  breath- 
ing men,  who  ha^  both,  within  the  space  of  less 
than  half  an  hour,  suffered  violent  death ;  one  of 
them  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  the  other, 
.whose  Uood  still  continued  to  flow  from  the 
wound  in  his  throat,  and  to  flood  all  around  him, 
by  the  spectator's  own  deed  of  violence,  though  of 
justice.  He  turned  his  face  from  those  wretched 
relics  of  mortality  with  a  feeling  of  disgust, 
mingled  with  superstition ;  and  he  found,  when 
he  had  done  so,  that  the  consciousness  of  the 
presence  of  these  ghastly  objects,  though  unseen 
by  him,  rendered  him  more  uncomfortable  than 
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even  when  he  had  his  eyes  fixed  npon,  and  le- 
flected  by,  the  cold^  staring,  lifidess  eye-balls  of 
the  deceased.   Fancy  also  played  her  usual  sport 
with  him.    He  now  thought  he  heard  the  wdl- 
wom  damask  night^wn  of  the  deceased  usiiier 
rustle ;  anon,  that  he  heard  the  slaughtered  bra- 
vo draw  up  his  leg,  the  boot  scratching  the  floor 
as  if  he  was  about  to  rise ;  and  again  he  deemed 
he  heard  the  footsteps  and  the  whisper  of  the 
returned  ruffian  under  the  window  from  wfaidi 
he  had  lately  escaped.   To  face  the  last  and  most 
real  danger,  and  to  parry  the  terrors  whidh  the 
other  class  of  feelings  were  like  to  impress  upon 
him,  Nigel  went  to  the  window,  and  was  mudi 
cheered  to  observe  the  light  of  several  torches  il- 
luminating the  street,  and  followed,  as  the  mur- 
mur of  voices  denoted,  by  a  number  of  persons, 
armed,  it  would  seem,  with 'firelocks  and  hal- 
berds, and  attendant  on  Hildebrod,  who  (not  in 
his  fantastic  office  of  duke,  but  in  that  which  he 
reaUy  possessed  of  bailiff  of  the  liberty  and  sanc> 
tuary  of  Whitefriars,)  was  on  his  way  to  inquire 
into  the  crime  and  its  circumstances. 
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It  was  a  Strange  and  melancholy  contrast  to 
see  these  debauchees,  disturbed  in  the  verj  depth 
of  their  midnight  revel,  on  ihm  arrival  at  such  a 
scene  as  this.  They  stared  on  each  other,  and  on 
the  bloody  work  before  them,  with  lack-lustre 
eyes  i  staggered  with  uncertain  steps  over  boards 
slippery  with  blood ;  their  noisy  brawling  voices 
sunk  into  stammering  whispers ;  and,  with  spirits 
quelled  by  what  they  saw,  while  their  brains  were 
8^1  stujnfied  by  the  hquor  which  they  had  drank, 
they  seemed  hke  men  walking  in  their  sleep. 

Old  Hildebrod  was  an  excepdon  to  the  gene- 
ral condition.  That  seasoned  cask,  however  full, 
was  at  all  times  capable  of  motion,  when  there 
occurred  a  motive  sufficiently  strong  to  set  him 
a  rowling.  He  seemed  much  shocked  at  what  he 
beheld,  and  his  proceedings,  in  consequence,  had 
more  in  them  of  regularity  and  propriety,  than 
he  might  have  been  supposed  capable  of  exhibit* 
ing  upon  any  occasion  whatever.  The  daugh- 
ter was  first  examined,  and  stated,  with  wonder- 
ful accuracy  and  distinctness,  the  manner  in 
which  she  had  been  alarmed  with  a  noise  of 
struggling  and  violence  in  her  father^s  apart- 
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ment,  and  that  the  more  readUy,  because  she  was 
watching  him  on  account  of  some  alarm  conoem- 
ing  his  health.  On  her  entrance,  she  had  seen 
her  father  sinking  under  the  strength  of  two 
men,  upon  whom  she  rushed  with  all  the  fury  she 
was  capable  of.  As  their  faces  were  blackened, 
and  their  figures  disguised,  she  could  not  pre- 
tend,  in  the  hurry  of  a  moment  so  dreadfully 
aptating,  to  distinguish  either  of  them  as  per- 
sons whom  she  had  seen  before.  She  remem- 
bered  little  more  excepting  the  firing  of  shots, 
until  she  found  herself  alone  with  her  guest, 
and  saw  that  the  ruffians  had  escaped. 

Lord  Glenyarloch  told  his  story  as  we  ha?e 
gLven  it  to  the  reader.  The  direct  evidence  thus 
received,  Hildebrbd  examined  the  premises.  He 
found  that  the  villains  had  made  their  entrance 
by  the  window  out  of  which  the  survivcn*  had 
made  his  escape;  yet  it  seemed  singular  that 
they  should  have  done  so,  as  it  was  secured  with 
strong  iron  bars,  which  old  Trapbois  was  in  the 
habit  of  shutting  with  his  own  hand  at  nightfall 
He  minuted  down,  with  great  accuracy,  the  state 
of  every  thbg  in  the  apartment,  and 
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carefully  the  features  of  the  slain  robber.   He 
was  dressed  like  a  seaman  of  the  lowest  order, 
but  bis  face  was  known  to  none  present.    Hilde- 
brod  next  sent  for  an  Alsatian  surgeon,  whose 
▼ices,  undoing  what  his  skill  might  have  done 
for  him,  had  oonagned  him  to  the  wretched 
pracdoe  of  this  place.    He  made  him  examine 
the  dead  bodies,  and  make  a  proper  description 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  sufferers  seemed  to 
have  come  by  their  end.    The  circumstance  of 
the  sash  did  not  eyape  the  learned  judge,  and, 
having  listened  to  all  that  could  be  heard  or  con- 
jectured on  the  subject,  and  collected  all  parti- 
culars  of  evidence  which  appeared  to  bear  on  the 
bloody  transaction,  he  commanded  the  door  of 
the  apartment  to  be  locked  until  next  morning; 
and  carrying  the  unfortunate  daughter  of  the 
murdered  man  into  the  kitchen,  where  there  was 
no  one  in  presence  but  Lord  Glenvarloch,  he  ask- 
ed her  gravely,  whether  she  suspected  no  one  in 
particular  of  having  committed  the  deed. 

^'  So^dti  suspect  no  one  ?^  answered  Martha, 
looking  fixedly  on  him, 

Perhaps  I  may,  mii>treS8 ;  but  it  b  my  part 
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to  ask  questions,  yours  to  answer  them.    That's 
the  rule  of  the  game.^ 

^<  Then  I  suspect  him  who  wore  yonder  sash. 
Do  not  you  know  who  I  mean  ?" 

*^  Why,  if  you  call  on  me  for  honours,  I  must 
needs  say,  I  have  seen  the  Captain  have  one  of 
such  a  fashion,  and  he  was  not  a  man  to  change 
his  suits  often.*** 

<«  Send  out,  then,"^  said  Martha,  *<  and  have 
him  apprehended.^ 

**  If  it  is  he,  he  will  be  fistr  by  this  time ;  but 
I  will  communicate  with  the  higher  powers,^  an- 
swered the  judge. 

"  You  would  have  him  escape,^  resumed  she, 
fixing  her  eyes  on  him  sternly. 

**  By  cock  and  pie,"*  replied  Hildebrod,  **  did 
it  depend  on  me,  the  murdering  cut-throat  should 
hang  as  high  as  ever  Haman  did— but  let  me 
take  my  time.  He  has  friends  amcmg  us,  thtU 
you  wot  well ;  and  all  that  should  assist  me,  arc 
as  drunk  as  fiddlers.^ 

**  I  will  have  revenge— I  srtfihave  it/*  repeat- 
ed she ;  '^  and  take  heed  you  trifle  not  with  me.^ 

"  Trifle !  I  would  sooner  trifle  with  a  dtc- 
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bemr  the  minute  after  they  had  baited  her.  I  tell 
you,  mistress,  be  but  patient,  and  we  will  have 
bim.  I  know  all  his  haunts,  and  he  cannot  for- 
bear  them  long;  and  I  will  have  trap-doors  open 
for  him.  You  cannot  want  justice,  mistress,  for 
jou  bave  the  means  to  get  it^ 

<^  They  who  help  me  in  my  revenge,^  said  Mar- 
tha, ^^  shall  share  those  means.** 

**  Enougb  said,^  replied  Hildebrod ;  *^  and 
now  I  would  bave  you  go  to  my  house,  and 
get  something  hot— you  will  be  but  dreary  here 
by  yourself." 

^*  I  will  send  for  the  old  chare-woman,"  replied 
Martha,  ^  and  we  have  the  stranger  gentleman, 
besides." 

<'  Umph,  umph— the  stranger  gentleman  !" 
said  Hildebrod  to  Nigel,  whom  he  drew  a  little 
apart  ''  I  fancy  the  Captain  has  made  the  stran« 
ger  gentleman^s  fortune  when  he  was  making  a 
bold  dash  for  his  own.  I  can  tell  yoiu*  honour— 
I  must  not  say  lordship— that  I  think  my  having 
chanced  to  give  the  greasy  buff>and-iron  scoun- 
drel  some  hint  of  what  I  recommended  to  you  to- 
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day,  has  puthim(m  this  roug^  game.  The  belter 
for  you-~you  will  get  the  cash  without  the  fa- 
ther-in-law.-—You  will  keep  conditions,  I  trust  r" 

*^  I  wish  you  had  said  nothing  to  any  one  of 
a  scheme  so  absurd,^  said  NigeL 

*'  Absurd ! — ^Why,  think  you  she  will  not 
have  thee  ?  Take  her  with  the  tear  in  her  eye, 
man — ^take  her  with  the  tear  in  her  eye.  Liet  me 
hear  from  you  to-morrow.  Grood-nigfat,  good- 
nightr-«  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink.  I  must  to  my 
business  of  sealing  and  locking  up.  By  the  way, 
this  horrid  work  has  put  all  out  of  my  bead^ 
Here  is  a  fellow  from  Mr  Lowestoffe  has  been 
asking  to  see  you.  As  he  said  his  business  was 
express,  the  Senate  only  made  him  drink  aoouple 
of  flagons,  and  he  was  just  conung  to  beat  up 
your  quarters  when  this  breeze  blew  up.— -Ahey, 
friend !  there  is  Master  Nigel  Greme.^ 

A  young  man,  dressed  in  a  green  plush  jerkin, 
with  a  badge  on  the  sleeve,  and  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  waterman,  approached  and  took 
Nigel  aside,  while  Duke  Hildebrod  went  from 
place  to  place  to  exercise  his  authority,  and  to 
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Me  the  windows  £swtened,  and  the  doors  of  the 
apartment  locked  up.  The  news  cc»nmunicated 
by  Lowestoffe^s  messenger  were  not  the  most 
pleasant.  They  were  intimated  in  a  courteous 
whisper  to  Nigel,  to  the  following  effect :  That 
Mr  Lowestoffis  ])rayed  him  to. consult  his  safety 
by  instantly  leaving  Whitefriars,  for  that  a  war- 
rant from  the  Lord  Chief-Justice  had  been  is- 
sued out  for  apprehending  him,  and  would  be 
put  in  force  to-morrow,  by  the  assistance  of  a 
party  of  mudceteers,  a  force  which  the  Alsatians 
neither  would  nor  dared  to  resist 

<^  And  so,  ^qpire^'^  said  the  aquntic  emissary, 
^<  my  wherry  is  to  wait  you  at  the  Temple  Stiurs 
yonder,  at  five  this  morning,  and  if  you  would 
give  the  blood-hounds  the  slip,  why,  you  may.^ 

*^  Why  did  not  Master  Lowestoffe  write  to 
me  ?^  said  Nigd. 

*^  Alas !  the  good  gentleman  lies  up  in  laven- 
der for  it  himself,  and  has  as  Uttle  to  do  with 
pen  and  ink  as  if  he  were  a  parson.^ 

*'  Did  he  send  any  token  to  me  ?"*  said  Nigel. 

**  Token  !-*-ay,  marry  dkd  he*— token  enough, 

VOL.  III.  B 


18  THB  POBT0KB8  OV  NIGCL. 

an  I  have  not  forgot  it,^  said  the  fdlow;  then 
giving  a  hoist  to  the  waistband  ol  his  breeches, 
he  said, — ^*  Ay,  I  have  it«—you  were  to  bdiere 
me,  because  your  name  was  written  inth  an  O, 
for  Grssme.  Ay,  that  was  it,  I  think. — ^Wdl, 
shall  we  meet  in  two  hours,  when  tide  tums^  and 
go  down  the  river  like  a  twdve-oaied  barge  7* 

<<  Where  is  the  King  just  now,  knowest  thou  ?* 
answered  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

^  The  King  P  why,  he  went  down  to  Greeiw 
wioh  yesterday  by  water,  like  a  noble  soveragn 
as  he  is,  who  will  always  ffoat  where  he  can*  He 
was  to  have  hunted  this  week,  but  that  purpose 
is  broken,  they  say  $  and  the  Prince,  and  the 
Duke,  and  all  of  them  at  Greenwich,  are  as 
merry  as  minnows.** 

«  Well,**  replied  Nigel,  <«  I  will  be  ready  to 
go  at  five ;  do  thou  come  hither  to  cany  my  bagu 

**  Ay,  ay,  master,**  replied  the  fdlow,  and  left 
the  house,  mixing  himself  with  the  disorderiy  at- 
tendants of  Duke  Hildehrod,  who  were  now  reti- 
ring. That  potentate  entreated  Nigel  to  make  fast 
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the  doon  behind  him,  and  pointing  to  the  female 
who  aate  by  the  expiring  fire  with  her  limbs  out* 
stretched^  like  one  whom  the  hand  of  Death  had 
already  anreated,  he  whispered,  <<Mind  your  hits, 
and  mind  your  bargain,  or  I  will  cut  your  bow- 
string for  you  before  you  can  draw  it^ 

Feding  deeply  the  ineffable  brutality  which 
could  recommend  the  prosecuting  such  views 
oyer  a  wretch  in  such  a  condition.  Lord  Glen- 
varioch  yet  commanded  his  temper  so  far  as  to 
recdve  the  advice  in  silence,  and  attend  to  the 
former  part  of  it,  by  barring  the  door  carefully 
bdiind  Duke  Hildebrod  and  his  smte,  with  the 
tacit  hope  that  he  should  never  again  see  or  hear 
ci  them.  He  then  returned  to  the  kitchen,  in 
which  the  unhappy  woman  remained,  her  hands 
adll  dendied,  her  eyes  fixed,  and  her  limbs  ex- 
tended, like  those  of  a  person  in  a  trance.  Much 
moved  with  her  situation,  and  with  the  prospect 
which  lay  before  her,  he  endeavoured  to  awaken 
her  to  existence  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
and  at  length  apparently  succeeded  in  dispelling 
her  stupor,  and  attracting  her  attention.    He 
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then  explained  to  her  that  he  was  in  the  act  of 
leaving  Whitefriars  in  a  few  hours— that  his  fu- 
ture destination  was  uncertain^  but  that  he  desi- 
red anxiously  to  know  whether  he  coidd  ooatri- 
bute  to  her  protection  by  apprizing  any  firiend  of 
her  situation,  or  otherwise.  With  some  difBcultf 
she  seemed  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  and 
thanked  him  with  her  usual  short  ungracious 
manner.  "  He  might  mean  welV  she  said^ 
<<  but  he  ought  to  know  that  the  miserable  had 
no  friends.^ 

Nigel  said,  <<  be  would  not. willingly  beimpop- 
tunate,  but  as  he  was  about  to  leave  the  Friars 
^    She  interrupted  him, 

<<  You  are  about  to  leave  the  Friars?  I  will 
go  with  you.'* 

<«  You  go  with  me  V*  exclaimed  Lord  Glenvar- 

loch. 

<<  Yes,^^  she  said,  "  I  will  persuade  my  father 
to  leave  this  murdering  den.""  But  as  she  iqpoke, 
the  more  perfect  recollection  of  what  had  past 
crowded  on  her  mind.  She  hid  her  face  in  her 
hands,  and  burst  out  into  a  dreadful  fit  of  sobs. 
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moaDS,  and  lamentations,  which  terminated  in 
hysterics,  violent  in  proportion  to  the  uncommon  ^ 
strength  of  her  body  and  mind. 

Lord  Glenvarloch,  shocked,  confused,  and  in* 
experienced,  was  about  to  leaye  the  house  in 
quest  of  medical,  or  at  least  female  assistance ; 
but  the  patient,  when  the  paroxysm  had  some* 
what  spent  its  force,  held  him  fast  by  the  sleeve 
with  one  hand,  covering  her  face  with  the  other, 
while  a  copious  flood  of  tears  came  to  relieve  the 
emotions  of  grief  by  which  she  had  been  so  vio- 
lently agitated. 

*'  Do  not  leave  me,^  she  said-— *<  do  not  leave 
me,  and  call  no  one.  I  have  never  been  in  this 
way  before,  and  would  not  now,^  she  said,  utting 
upright,  and  wiping  her  eyes  with  her  apron,— 
<<  would  not  now— but  that — but  that  he  loved 
nt^,  if  he  loved  nothing  else  that  was  human,*— To 
die  so,  and  by  such  hands  P 

And  again  the  unhappy  woman  gave  way  to  a 
paroxysm  of  sorrow,  mingling  her'  tears  with  sob- 
bing, wailing,  and  all  the  abandonment  of  female 
grief,  when  at  its  utmost  height.  At  length,  she 
gradually  recovered  the  austerity  of  her  natural 
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compoBOxef  and  manntaiiied  it  as  if  by  a  foraiUe 
exertion  of  leiolntiony  repeUing,  as  she  ^fxike^ 
the  repeated  returns  of  the  hysterical  afiectifln, 
by  such  an  effort  as  that  by  which  epileptic  pa. 
tienti  are  known  to  suspend  the  recurrence  of 
dieirfits.  Yet  her  mind^  however  resolved^  could 
not  so  absohilely  overcome  the  affiectioo  of  her 
nervesy  but  what  she  was  agitated  by  strong  fits 
of  tremUing,  which^  fcnr  a  minute  or  two  at  a 
time,  diook  her  whole  frame  in  aroanner  fici^it- 
f  ol  to  witness.  Nigel  forgot  his  own  situation, 
and  indeed  every  thing  else,  in  the  interest  inspi- 
red by  the  uidiappy  woman  before  him  an  inte- 
rest which  affected  a  jNCond  qpiritthe  moredcqp- 
ly,  that  she  hersell^  with  correspondent  Ing^iness 
of  mind,  seemed  determined  to  owe  as  little  as 
posnble  either  to  the  himianity  or  the  pity  of 
thers. 

<<  I  am  not  wont  to  be  in  this  way,^  she  aaid, 
«-^  but^-bol—- Nature  wiU  have  power  over  the 
ffaU  brings  it  has  made.  Over  you»  sir,  I  have 
some  right;  toty  without  you,  I  had  not  survi- 
ved this  awful  night  I  msh  your  aid  had  been 
either  earlier  or  hiter-«-bttt  you  have  saved  my 
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life^  and  you  are  bound  to  assst  in  making  it  en 
durable  to  me«^ 

^  If  you  will  dwir  me  bow  it  is  pomiUe^**  an 
iweredNigeL 

**  You  aie  going  henee,  jou  say,  initaotly-^ 
carry  me  with  you,^  said  tbe  unhappy  woman; 
**  by  my  own  effortB^  I  ahaU  never  eaoqie  firom 
thii  wilderness  of  guilt  and  asisecy.*' 

«<Aksl  what  can  I  do  fiiryouj^  replied  Mi. 
gcL  <*  My  own  wayi  and  I  must  not  deviate  fimn 
it,  leadsmen  in  idlprobabilaty^  to  a  dungeon.  I 
might  indeed  transport  you  firam  hcnee  with  moy 
if  you  oould  afterwards  bestow  yourself  with  any 
fiiend** 

^  Friend  T  she  exclaimed— »^<  Iharenoftiend 
--4hey  have  long  ainoe  discarded  us-^«  spectre 
arinng  fiom  the  dead  were  mora  welcome  than  I 
should  be  at  the  doors  of  diose  who  have  dis- 
claimed u»— and  if  they  were  willing  to  restore 
their  frienddiip  to  me  now,  I  would  despise  it, 
because  they  withdrew  it  from  him—fimn  hhn 
-*(here  she  underwent  strong  but  suppressed 
agitation,  and  then  addedfifmly)-^fraa  Mm  who 
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lies  yonder^^-I  liAve  no  friend.^    Here  she  pau. 
sed,  and  then  suddenly,  as  if  recoUeetiog  her- 
tdfy-addedy'^^Thavenofnend,  but  I  have  that 
will  purchase  many — I  have  that  whidi  will 
'  purchase  both  friends  and  aTengers.— It  is  wdl 
.thought  of;  I  must  not  leave  it  for  a  prey  to 
reheats  and  nifBan& — Strang^,  you  must  return 
to  yonder  room ;  pass  through  it  b(ddly  to  Us— 
•that  is,  to  the  deeping  apartmoit;  pudi  the  bed- 
stead  aside;  beneath  eadi  of  the  posts  b  a  brass 
{>late,  as  if  to  support  the  wei^t,  but  it  is  that 
.upon  the  left,  nearest  to  die  wall,  which  must 
^secve  your  turn— press  the  comer  of  the  plate, 
and  it  will  spring  up  and  shew  a  key-hole  which 
this  key  will  open.  You  will  then  lift  a  concealed 
trapdoor,  and  in  a  cavity  of  the  floor  you  will 
discover  a  small  diest .  Bring  it  hither,  it  shall 
accompany  our  journey,  and  it  wiU  be  hard  if  the 
contents  cannot  purchase  me  a  place  of  refuge.^ 
.    '*  But  the  door  communicating  with  the  kit- 
chen has  been  locked  by  these  people,^  said  Ni< 
gel. 
,.^f  Tnie,  I  had  foi^t;  they  had  thdr 
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for  that,  doubtless,^  answered  she.  **  But  the 
secret  passage  from  your  apartment  is  open,  and 
you  may  go  that  way.^^  Lord  Glenvarloch  took 
the  key^  and  as  he  lighted  a  lamp  to  shew  him 
the  way,  she  read  in  his  countenanoe  some  un- 
willHigness  to  the  task  imposed.  *<  You  fear,^ 
she  said — ^^  there  is  no  cause.  The  murderer 
and  his  victim  are  both  at  rest.  Take  courage,  I 
will  go  with  you  myself — ^you  cannot  know  the 
trick  of  the  spring,  and  the  chest  will  be  too  heavy 
for  you.'' 

<<  No  fear,  no  fear,''  answered  Lord  Gknvar- 
loch,  adiamed  of  the  construction  she  put  upon 
a  momentary  hesitation,  arising  from  a  dislike 
to  look  upon  what  is  horrible,  often  connected 
with  those  high-wrought  minds  which  are  the 
last  to  fear  what  is  merely  dangerous.  *^  I  will 
do  your  errand  as  you  desire — ^but  for  you,  you 
must  not-— cannot  go  yonder." 

*'  I  can — I  wUl,"  she  said.  ''  I  am  compo- 
sed. You  shall  see  that  I  am  so."  She  took  from 
the  table  a  piece  of  unfinished  sewing-work,  and 
with  steadiness  and  composure  passed  a  silken 
thread  into  the  eye  of  a  fine  needle.    ^'  Could  I 
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liATe  done  that/*  she  midf  with  a  nmleyei  more 
ghastly  than  har  preFioiia  look  oC  #xed  despair, 
««  had  not  my  heart  and  hand  been  both  steady  ?*" 

She  then  led  the  way  rapidly  up  stairs  to  Ni- 
gel^s  chamber,  and  proceeded  through  the  secret 
passsge  with  the  same  haste,  as  if  she  had  feared 
her  resolution  might  have  failed  her  ere  her  pur- 
pose  was  executed.  At  the  bottom  of  the  stain 
she  paused  a  moment  before  entmng  the  £bu1 
apartment,  then  hurried  through  with  a  rapid 
step  to  the  sleeping  chamber  beyond,  followed 
closely  by  Lord  Glenvarloch,  whose  rehictanoe 
to  approach  the  scene  of  butchery  was  altogether 
lost  in  the  anxiety  which  he  felt  on  aooonnt  of  the 
survivor  of  the  tragedy. 

Her  first  action  was  to  pull  amde  the  curtaiDS 
of  her  father^s  bed;  the  bed-clothes  were  thrown 
aside  in  confusion,  doubtless  in  the  action  of  his 
starting  from  sleep  to  oppose  the  entrance  of  the 
villains  into  the  next  aparthnent.  Thehaidmat- 
tress  scarcely  shewed  the  slight  pressure  where 
the  emaciated  body  of  the  dd  miser  had  been  de. 
posited.  His  daughter  sank  beude  the  bed,  clasp, 
ed  her  hands,  and  prayed  to  Heaven,  in  a  short 
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«iid  affecting  maimer^  for  support  in  her  afflic- 
tion,  and  for  vengeance  on  the  viUaina  who  had 
made  her  fatherksa.    A  h>w-niuttered»  and  still 
more  brief  petition,  recommended  to  Heaven  the 
aoiil  of  the  sufferer,  and  invoked  pardon  for  his 
sinsy  in  virtue  of  the  great  Christian  atonement. 
This  duty  of  piety  performed,  she  signed  to 
Nigd  to  give  her  his  assistance^  and  having  pudi« 
ed  aade  the  heavy  bed-stead,  they  saw  the  brass 
phite  whidi  Martha  had  described.    She  pressed 
the  spring,  and  at  once  the  pUte  starting  up, 
shewed  the  keyhole,  and  a  large  iron  ring  used 
in  lifting  the  trap-door,  which,  when  raised,  dis- 
played the  strong-box,  or  small  chest,  she  had 
mentioned,  and  which  proved  indeed  so  very 
weighty,  that  it  might  perhaps  have  been  scarce- 
ly possible  for  Nigel,  though  a  very  strong  man, 
to  have  raised  it  without  aanstance.    Having  re* 
placed  every  thing  as  they  had  found  it,  Nigel, 
with  such  asmstance  as  his  companion  was  able 
to  aff(Mrd,  assumed  his  load,  and  made  a  shift  to 
carry  it  into  the  next  apartment,  where  lay  the 
miserable  owner,  insensible  to  sounds  and  or* 
cumstances,  which,  if  any  thing  could  have  bro- 
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ken  his  long  kst  slombar,  would  o^tainly  faftTC 
done  so. 

His  unfortunate  daughter  went  up  to  lua  bod  j, 
and  had  even  the  courage  to  remove  the  sheet 
which  had  been  decently  disposed  over  it.  She 
put  her  hand  on  the  heart,  but  there  was  no 
thiob— held  a  feather  to  the  lips,  but  there  wss 
no  motion— then  kissed  with  deep  reyerenoe  the 
starting  vons  of  the  pale  forehead,  and  thai  the 
emaciated  hand. 

**  I  would  you  could  hear  me,^  die  said,— 
<*  fiither !  I  would  you  could  hear  me  swear,  that 
if  I  now  save  what  you  most  valued  on  earth,  it 
is  only  to  asast  me  in  obtaining  vengeance  for 
your  death.*^  She  replaced  the  covering,  and, 
without  a  tear,  a  «gh,  or  an  additional  word  of 
any  kind,  renewed  her  effcnrts,  until  they  convey* 
ed  the  strong  box  betwixt  them  into  Lord  GleD. 
varloch^'s  sleeping  apartment.  **  It  must  pass,* 
she  said,  *'  as  part  of  your  baggage.  I  will  be 
in  readiness  so  soon  as  the  waterman  calls.^ 

She  retired ;  and  Lord  Glenvarloch,  who  saw 
the  hour  of  their  departure  approach,  tore  down 
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a  part  of  the  old  hanging  to  make  a  covering, 
which  he  corded  upon  the  trunk,  lest  the  pecu- 
liarity of  its  shape,  and  the  care  with  which  it 
was  banded  and  counter-banded  with  bars  of 
steel,  might  afford  suspicions  respecting  the  trea- 
sure which  it  contained.  Having  taken  this  mea- 
sure of  precaution,  he  changed  the  rascally  dis- 
guise which  he  had  assumed  on  entering  White-' 
friars,  into  a  suit  becoming  his  quality,  and  then, 
tmable'to  sleep,  though  exhausted  with  the  events 
of  the  night,  he  threw  himself  on  his  bed  to  await 
the  summons  of  the  waterman. 
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CHAPTER  ir. 


Give  ut  good  voyage,  gentle  ttream^we  itim  nol 
Thy  tolMr  cw  whh  toondf  of  Rvdfff ; 
Wake  not  the  ■lumbering  echoei  of  thy  benkt 
With  Toiee  of  flute  and  honi^we  do  but  le^ 
On  the  bioed  peth-wmj  ef  thy  nrcDlBg  boMOi 
To  glide  in  silent  afety, 

TheDoubieBHdaL 


Gbst,  or  rather  yellow  light  waa  beginmng  to 
twmkle  through  the  fogs  of  Whitefriars,  when  a 
low  tap  at  the  door  of  the  unhappy  miser  announ- 
ced to  Lord  Glenvarioch  the  summons  of  the 
boatman.  He  found  at  the  door  the  man  whom 
he  had  seen  the  night  before,  with  a  companioD. 

*'  Come,  come,  master,  let  us  get  afloat,"*  said 
one  of  them,  in  a  rough  impresMve  whisper^ 
**  time  and  tide  wmt  for  no  man.^ 

**  They  shall  not  wait  for  me,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch ;  <<  but  I  have  some  things  to  carry 
with  me.** 
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**  Ay,  ay-wiD  man  will  take  a  pair  of  oara  now. 
Jack,  unless  he  means  to  load  the  wherry  like  a 
six-horse  waggon.  When  they  don\  want  to  shifk 
the  whole  kitt,  they  take  a  sculler^  and  be  d«-d 
to  them.«*-Come|  oome,  where  be  yotur  rattle 
traps?'* 

One  of  the  men  was  soon  suiBciently  loaded,  in 
his  own  estimation  at  least,  with  Lord  GienTar- 
loch^s  mail  and  its  accompaniments,  with  which 
burden  he  began  to  trudge  towards  the  Temple 
Stairs.  Hb  comrade,  who  seemed  the  principal^ 
began  to  handle  the  trunk  which  contained  the 
miser'^s  treasure^  but  pitched  it  down'agam  in  an 
instant,  declaring,  with  a  great  oath,  that  it  was  aa 
reasonable  to  expect  a  man  to  cany  Paulas  on  his 
back<  The  daughter  of  Trapbois^  who  had  by 
this  time  joined  them,  muffled  up  in  a  long  dark 
hood  and  mantle,  exclaimed  to  Lord  Glenrar- 
locb— <<  Let  them  leave  it  if  they  wilWIet  them 
leave  it  all ;  let  us  but  escape  from  this  horrible 
place."^ 

We  have  mentioned  somewhere,  that  Nigel 
was  a  Tery  athletic  young  man,  and  impelled  by 
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a  strong  feding  of  oompassion  aad  indigoiatioa, 
be  shewed  his  bodily  strength  sLngukrly  on  this 
occasion,  by  sizing  on  the  ponderous  strong-box, 
and,  by  means  4>f  the  rope  he  had  cast  around  it, 
throwing  it  on  his  shoulders,  and  marching  re- 
solutely forward  under  a  weight,  which  would 
have  sunk  to  the  earth  three  young  gallants,  at 
the  least,  of  our  degenerate  day.  The  watennan 
followed  him  in  amazement,  calling  out,  *^  Why, 
master,  master,  you  might  as  well  gie  me  .^tother 
end  on\  !^  and  anon  oflTered  his  assistance  to 
support  it  in  some  degree  behind,  which  after  the 
first  minute  or  two  Nigel  was  fain  to  accept.  His 
strength  was  almost  exhausted  when  he  readied 
the  wherry,  which  was  Ijring  at  the  Temple  Stairs 
according  to  appmntment ;  and  whoi  he  {uttcfaed 
the  trunk  into  it,  the  wdght  sank  the  bow  of  the 
boat  so  low  in  the  water  as  well  nigh  tooyerset  it 
'*  We  shall  have  as  hard  a  fare  of  it,^  said  the 
waterman  to  his  companion,  '^  as  if  we  were  fer- 
rying over  an  honest  bankrupt  with  all  his  se* 
creted  goods — ^Ho^  ho !  good  w<Hnan,  what  aie 
you  stepping  in  for?— ^ur  gunwale  lies  deep 

16 
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enough  in  the  water  without  fiye  lumber  to 
boot.'' 

**  This  person  comes  with  me,^  said  Lord 
Glenyarloch ;  '^  she  is  for  the  present  under  my 
protectbp.'" 

*'  Come,  comev  master,^  rejoined  the  fellow^ 
**  that  is  out  of  my  commission.  You  must  not 
double  my  fare  on  me— she  may  go  by  land— and 
as  for  protection,  her  face  will  proteot'her  from 
Berwick  to  the  Land's  End.'' 

**  You  will  not  except  at  my  doubling  the 
loading,  if  I  double  the  fare  ?"  said  Nigel,  deter* 
mined  on  no  account  to  relinquish  the  protection 
of  this  unhappy  woman,  for  which  he  had  alriea- 
dy  devised  some  sort  of  plan,  likely  now  to  be 
baffled  by  the  characteristic  rudeness  of  the 
Thames  watermen. 

*^  Ay,  by  6 — ,  but  I  wiH  except  though,^  said 
the  fellow  with  the  green  plush  jacket ;  ^*  I  will 
overload  my  wherry  neither  for  love  nor  mo- 
ney^-I  love  my  boat  as  well  as  my  wife,  and  a 
tiiought  better." 

**  Nay,  nay,  comrade,"  said  his  mate,  **  that 

VOL.  III.  c 
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is  spotldng  iM>  true  water  language.  Fcur  double 
fare  we  are  bound  to  row  a  witch  in  her  egg-ebeU, 
if  ihd  bid  us;  and  so  puUaway,  Jack,  and  let  us 
have  no  more  prating.^ 

They  got  into  the  stream-way  accordingly,  and^ 
although  heaTily  laden,  began  to  move  down  the 
riyer  with  reasonable  epted. 

The  lighter  vesflels  which  passed,  overtook,  or 
crossed  them  in  their  course,  failed  not  to  aaisil 
them  with  the  boisterous  raillery,  whidi  was  then 
called  watc9r«wit ;  for  which  the  eztnane  plainness 
of  Mistress  Martha^s  features,  contrasted  with  the 
youth,  handsome  %ure,  and  good  looks  of  Ni- 
gel, gave  the  principal  topics ;  while  the  dicum- 
stance  of  the  boat  being  somewhat  overloaded, 
did  not  escape  their  notice.  They  were  bailed 
successively,  as  a  grocer^s  wife  upon  a  jMiij  of 
pleasure  with  her  eldest  apprentice— as  an  oU 
woman  carrying  her  grandson  to  8chool-«and  as 
a  young  strapping  Irishman,  conveying  an  andent 
maiden  to  Dr  Bigmaiole^s  at  Bcdriffe,  who 
buckles  beggars  for  a  tester  and  a  dram  of  Ge- 
neva.    All  this  abuse  was  retorted  in  a  similar 
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sinun  of  humour  by  Gneeo-jacket  and  his  coom- 
panion^  who  maintained  the  war  of  wit  with  the 
same  alacritj  with  which  they  were  assailed. 

Meanwhile,  Lord  Glenrarioch  asked  his  deso^ 
late  oompaBion  if  she  had  thought  on  anj  place 
where  she  could  remain  in  safety  with  her  pio* 
perty.  She  confessed,  in  more  detail  than  for- 
meriy,  that  her  father's  diaraeter  had  left  het  no 
finends ;  and  that  from  the  time  he  had  betaken 
himself  to  Whitefriars,  to  escape  eertiun  legal 
oonseqnences  of  his  eager  pursuit  of  gain,  die  had 
lived  a  life  of  total  seclusion ;  not  associating  with 
the  society  niiich  the  place  aAbrded,  and  fay  her 
randence  there,  as  well  as  her  father^s  parsimony, 
eflbctually  cut  off  from  all  other  company.  What 
she  DOW  wished  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  obtain 
the  sheker  of  a  decent  lodging,  and  the  coumew 
nonce  of  honest  people,  howrrer  low  m  life,  uodt 
she  should  obtain  legal  advice  as  to  the  mode  of 
obtaining  j  astice  on  her  father'^s  miutterer.  She 
had  no  hesitation  to  charge  the  guilt  upon  Cole^^ 
pepper,  (commonly  called  Peppercole,)  who  she 
knew  to  be  as  capable  of  any  act  of  treacherous 
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cruelty,  as  bs  was  cowardly,  where  actual  iiiai»- 
hood  was  required*  He  had  been  stroBgly  sus- 
pected of  two  robberies  before,  (Xie  of  whtdi  was 
coupled  with  an  atrocious  murder.  He  had,  die 
intimated,  made  pretennons  to  her  hand  as  the 
easiest  and  saiest  way  of  obtaining  possession  of 
her  father^s  wealth ;  and  on  her  refusing  his  ad- 
dresses, if  they  could  be  termed  so,  in  the  moet 
positive  terms,  he  had  thrown  out  such  obacure 
hints  of  vengeance,  as,  joined  with  some  imperfect 
ateaults  upon  the  house,  had  kept  ho*  in  frequo^ 
alarm,  both  on  her  father^s  account  and  her  own. 
Nigel,  but  that  his  feeling  of  respectful  delica- 
cy to  the  unfortunate  woman  forbade  him  to  do 
so,  could  here  have  communicated  a  iurcumstance 
oorroboradve  of  her  suspidons,  which  had  already 
occurred  to  his  own  mind.  He  recoUected  the 
hint  that  old  Hildebrod  threw  forth  on  the  pte- 
ceding  night,  that  some  communication  betwixt 
himself  and  Colepepper  had  hastened  the  catas- 
trophe. As  this  communication  related  to  the 
plan  which  Hildebrod  had  been  pleased  to  form, 
of  promoting  a  marriage  betwixt  Nigel  himself 
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and  the  rich  heiress  of  Trapbcna,  the  fear  of  losing 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  regained,  together  with 
the  mean  malignity  of  a  low-bred  ruffian,  disap- 
pmnted  in  a  favouiite  scheme,  was  most  likely  to 
instigate  the  bravo  to  the  deed  of  violence  which 
had  been  committed.  The  reflection  that  his  own 
name  was  in  some  degree  implicated  with  the 
causes  of  this  horrid  tragedy,  doubled  LordGlen. 
▼arloch^s  anxiety  in  behalf  of  the  victim  whom  he 
had  rescued,  while  at  the  same  time  he  formed 
the  tacit  resolution,  that  so  soon  as  his  own  affairs 
were  put  upon  some  footing,  he  would  contribute 
all  in  his  power  to  the  investigation  of  this  bloody 
affair.  ' 

AAer  ascertaining  from  his  companion  that  she 
could  form  no  better  plan  of  her  own,  he  recom- 
mended to  her  to  take  up  her  lod^ng  for  the 
time,  at  the  house  of  his  old  landlord,  Christie 
the  ship-chandler,  at  PauPs  Wharf,  describii^ 
the  decency  and  honesty  of  that  worthy  couple, 
and  expressing  his  hopes  that  they  would  reodve 
her  into  their  own  house,  or  recommend  her  at 
least  to  that  of  some  person  for  whom  they  would 
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be  retpowibley  audi  the  ahoold  baye  time  to  en- 
ter upoa  other  amngemcDtB  £or  henelf. 

Tlie  poor  wonuai  received  adhrioe  ao  gfatefbl 
to  her  in  her  Ameitdot  coaditioD,  with  en  espies* 
lioo  of  thenks,  brief  indeed,  but  deeper  then  aoj- 
thing  bed  yeteztncted  fiom  thenneleriljof  her 
natunl  disposition* 

Lord  Glenverloch  then  proceeded  to  infixm 
M«rthe>  thnt  certein  reesons,  oonneeted  with  hii 
peieooel  sefety*  called  him  immediately  to  Green- 
wicby  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  in  bis  power 
to  aoeompaoy  her  to  Christie^s  houscy  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  done  with  pleasure;  but 
tearing  a  leaf  from  his  tablet,  he  wrote  on  it  a  few 
lines,  addressed  to  his  landlord,  as  a  man  of  ho- 
oesty  and  humanity,  in  which  he  dcicribed  the 
bearer  as  a  person  who  stood  in  singular  neoessi. 
ty  of  temporary  protection  and  good  advice,  for 
which  her  circumstances  enabled  her  to  make 
ample  acknowledgment.  He  therefcMv  requested 
John  Christie,  as  his  old  and  good  friend,  lo  af- 
ford her  the  shelter  of  his  roof  for  a  abort  time; 
or,  if  that  might  not  be  oonststent  with  bis 
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nienoe,  at  least  to  direct  her  to  a  proper  lodging 
— ^md  finally,  he  imposed  on  him  the  additiona], 
and  somewhat  more  difficult  commisdoo,  to  re- 
commend her  to  the  counsel  and  services  of  an 
honest,  at  least  a  reputable  and  skilful  attorney, 
for  the  transacting  some  law  bunness  of  import- 
anoe.  This  note  he  subscribed  with  his  real 
name,  and  delivering  it  to  hb  proUgiCj  who  re- 
ceived it  with  another  deeply  uttered  *<  I  thank 
you,^  which  spoke  the  sterling  fedings  of  her 
gratitude  better  than  a  thousand  combined  phra- 
ses, he  commanded  the  watermen  to  pull  in  for 
PauPs  Wharf,  which  they  were  now  approadi- 
ing. 

<<  We  have  not  time,"*  said  GreenFjacket;  ^^  we 
cannot  be  stopping  every  instant.^ 

But  upon  Nigel  innsting  upon  hb  commands 
being  obeyed,  and  adding,  that  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  the  lady  adiore,  the  waterman 
declared  he  would  rather  have  her  room  than  her 
company,  and  put  the  wherry  alongside  of  the 
wharf  accordingly.  Here  two  of  the  porters, 
who  ply  in  such  places,  were  easily  induced  to 
undertake  the  charge  of  the  praderous  strong- 
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box,  and  at  the  same  time  to  guide  the  owner  to 
the  weli-known  mansioD  of  John  Christie,  with 
whom  all  who  lived  in  that  ndghboufbood  weie 
perfectly  acquainted. 

The  bpat,  much  lightened  of  its  load,  went 
down  the  Thames  at  a  rate  increased  in  propor- 
tion. But  we  must  fotfaear  to  pursue  her  in  her 
▼ojage  for  a  few  minutes,  ance  we  have  previous- 
ly  to  mention  the  issue  of  Lord  Gloivarloch'^s  re> 
commendation. 

Mistress  Martha  Trapbms  reached  the  shop  in 
perfect  safety,  and  was  about  to  enter  it,  when  a 
aickening  sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  her  situa- 
tion, and  cff  the  singularly  painful  task  of  telling 
her  story,  came  over  her  so  stron^y,  that  she  pau- 
sed a  moment  at  the  very  threAold  of  her  propo- 
sed place  of  refuge,  to  think  in  what  manner  she 
could  bestsecondthereoommendation  of  thefiiend 
whom  Providence  had  rais^  up  to  her.  Had 
she  possessed  that  knowledge  of  the  world,  from 
which  her  habits  of  life  had  com[detely  exduded 
her,  she  might  have  known  that  the  large  sum  of 
ridoney  which  she  brought  along  with  her,  would 
have  been  a  passport  to  her  into  the  mansionsof 
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nobles,  and  the  palaces  of  princes.  But,  however 
conscious  of  its  general  power,  which  assumes  so 
many  forms  and  complexions,  she  was  so  inex- 
perienced as  to  be  most  unnecessarily  afraid  that 
the  means  by  which  the  wealth  had  been  acqui- 
red, might  exclude  its  inheretrix  from  shelter 
even  in  the  house  of  a  humble  tradesman. 

While  she  thus  delayed,  a  more  reasonable 
cause  for  hesitation  arose,  in  a  considerable  noise 
and  altercation  within  the  house,  which  grew 
louder  and  louder  as  the  disputants  issued  forth 
upon  the  street  or  lane  before  the  door. 

The  first  who  entered  upon  the  scene  was  a 
tall,  raw-boned,  hard-favoured  man,  who  stalked 
out  of  the  shop  hastily,  with  a  gait  like  that  of  a 
Spaniard  in  a  passion,  who,  disdaining  to  add 
speed  to  his  loco-motion  by  running,  only  conde- 
scends, in  the  utmost  extremity  of  his  angry  haste, 
to  add  length  to  his  stride.  He  faced  about,  so 
soon  as  he  was  out  of  the  house,  upon  bis  pur- 
suer, a  decent-looking,  elderly,  plain  tradesman 
-—no  less  than  John  Christie  himself,  the  owner 
of  the  shop  and  tenement,  by  whom  he  seemed 
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to  be  foUowed,  and  who  was  in  a  state  of  agha* 
tion  more  than  is  usually  expressed  by  sodh  a 
person. 

*^  TH  hear  no  more  on%^  said  the  persooagf 
who  first  appeared  on  the  scenes— <<  Sir^  I  will 
hear  no  more  on  it  Bendes  being  a  most  false 
and  impudent  figment,  as  I  can  testify-^  is 
ScaandalumMaagfuUum^m^SeaandahimMag' 
naatumy'^  he  reiterated  with  a  broad  aooentatioo 
of  the  first  Towel,  well  known  in  the  Colleges  of 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  whidi  we  can  only  ex- 
press in  print  by  doubling  the  said  first  of  kc- 
ters  and  of  vowels,  and  which  would  have  dieer- 
ed  the  cockles  of  the  rngning  monarch  had  ht 
been  within  hearings— «  sererer  stickler  as  he  vas 
for  what  he  deemed  the  genuine  pionunriatinn  of 
the  Roman  tongue^  than  for  any  of  the  rojai 
prerogatives,  for  which  he  was  at  times  diqiosed 
to  insist  so  strenuously  in  his  speechea  to  Padis- 
ment 

«  I  care  not  an  ounce  of  rotten  cheese,"*  ssid 
John  Christie  in  reply,  **  what  you  call  itF-4>at 
it  is  TEU£ ;  and  I  am  a  free  Englishman,  aod 
have  right  to  speak  the  truth  in  my  own  con- 
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oerns ;  and  your  master  ia  little  better  than  a  viU 
lain^  and  you  no  more  than  a  swaggering  cox- 
comb, whose  head  I  will  presently  breaks  as  I 
have  known  it  well  broken  before  on  lighter  oc- 
casion*^ 

And  so  saying,  he  flourished  the  paring-shovel 
which  usually  made  dean  the  steps  of  his  little 
shop,  and  which  he  had  caught  up  as  the  readiest 
weapon  of  working  his  foeman  damage,  and  advan- 
ced therewith  upon  him.  The  cautious  Scot,  (for 
such  our  readers  must  have  already  pronounced 
him,  from  his  language  and  pedantry,)  drew  back 
as  the  enraged  ship-chandler  approached,  but  in 
a  surly  manner,  and  bearing  his  hand  on  his 
sword-hilt  rather  in  the  act  of  one  who  was  losing 
habitual  fiwbearance  and  caution  of  deportment, 
than  as  alarmed  by  the  attack  of  an  antagonist 
inferior  to  himself  in  youth,  strength,  and  wea- 
pons. 

<'  Bide  back,^  he  said,  <<  Maister  Christie — I 
say  bide  back,  and  consult  your  safe^,  man.  I 
have  evited  striking  you  in  your  ain  house  un- 
der muckle  provocation,  because  I  am  ignorant 
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how  the  laws  here  may  pronoimoe  reqiectiiig 
burglary  and  hamesucken,  and  such  matters; 
and  besides,  I  would  not  willingly  hurt  ye,  man, 
e^en  on  the  causeway,  that  is  free  to  us  baith^  be- 
cause I  mind  your  kindness  of  lang  syne,  and 
partly  consider  ye  as  a  poor  deoaved  creature. 
But  de^il  d — ^n  me,  sir,  and  I  am  not  wont  to 
swear,  but  if  you  touch  my  Scotch  shouther  with 
that  shule  of  yours,  I  will  make  six  inches  of  my 
Andrew  Ferrara  deevilish  indmote  with  your 
guts,  neighbour.^ 

And  therewithal,  though  still  retreating  from 
the  brandished  shovel,  he  made  one-third  of  the 
basket-hilted  broad-sword  which  he  wore,  visible 
from  the  sheath.  The  wrath  of  John  Christie 
was  abated,  either  by  his  natural  temperaooe  of 
dispoffltion,  or  perhaps  in  part  by  the  glimmer  of 
cold  steel,  which  flashed  on  him  from  his  adTcr- 
sary^s  last  action. 

'*  I  would  do  well  to  cry  clubs  on  thee,  and 
have  thee  ducked  at  the  wharf,^  he  said,  ground- 
ing his  shovel,  however,  at  the  same  time,  **  for  a 
paltry  swaggerer,  that  would  draw  thy  bit  of  iroo 
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there  on  an  honest  cidzen  before  his  own  door ; 
but  get  thee  gone,  and  reckon  on  a  salt  eel  for 
thy  supper,  if  thou  shouldst  ever  come  near  my 
house  again.  I  wish  it  had  been  at  the  bottom 
of  Thames  when  it  first  gave  the  use  of  its  roof 
to  smoothfaced,  (nly-tongued,  double-minded 
Scotch  thieves.^ 

*^  IVb  an  ill  bird,  that  fouls  it^s  own  nest,^  re- 
plied his  adversary,' not  perhaps  the  less  bold  that 
he  saw  matters  were  taking  the  turn  of  a  pacific 
debate ;  "  and  a  pity  it  is  that  a  kindly  Soot 
should  ever  have  married  in  foreign  parts,  and 
given  life  to  a  purse-proud,  pudding-headed,  fat- 
gutted,  lean-brained  Southron,  e^en  such  as  you, 
Maister  Christie.  But  fare  ye  weel— fare  ye 
weel,  for  ever  and  a  day ;  and  if  you  quarrel  wi^ 
a  Scot  agun,  man,  say  as  mickle  ill  o^  himsell  as 
ye  like,  but  say  nane.  of  his  patron  or  of  his  coun- 
trymen,' or  it  will  scarce  be  your  flat  cap  that 
will  keep  your  lang  lugs  from  the  sharp  abridge- 
ment of  a  Highland' whinger,  man.^ 

'^  And  if  you  continue  your  insolence  to  me 
before  my  own  doo|^'were  it  but  two  minutes 
longer,^  retorted  John  Christie,  ^'  I  will  call  the 


46  THE  rOETDMES  OP  KIGEI.. 

ooBitable,  and  mdie  your  Sooldi  sDkles  aoqiiMBU 
ed  with  flB  Englwh  pnr  of  ttodE&T 

So  sEjing,  he  tonwd  to  retire  into  Us  shop 
with  some  shew  of  Tidafy;  fiv  htt  eneny,  wfatt- 
et er  might  be  his  innste  ^akmr,  BMuiftsled  no 
desire'  to  drive  nuUtai  to  CEtrennty  conscioas^ 
perhaps,  that  whatever  advantage  be  nugfatgaiB 
in  nngle  conbat  widi  John  Christie,  would  be 
more  than  ovcrbalaneed  by  incurring  an  aflair 
with  the  eoBStkoted  authorities  of  CHd  Engfamd, 
not  at  that  time  apt  to  be  par^cokrly  Ikvoor- 
able  to  their  new  feUow-aabjects,  in  the  various 
sueoesnve  triak  which  were  then  constantly  ta- 
king place  between  the  individuak  of  two  proud 
nations,  who  still  retained  a  stronger  sense  of 
their  national  animon^  during  centuries,  than 
of  their  late  union  for  a  few  years  under  the  go- 
vermnentof  the  same  prince. 

Mrs  Martha  Trapbob  had  dwelt  too  long  in 
Alsatia,  to  be  cither  surprised  or  terrified  at  the 
altercation  she  had  witnessed.  Indeed  she  only 
wondered  that  the  debate  did  not  end  in  some  of 
those  acts  of  violence  by  whidi  they  were  usudAy 
terminated  in  the  sanctuary.    As  they  aepasated 
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from  each  other,  she,  who  had  no  idea  that  the 
cause  of  the  quarrel  was  more  deeply  rooted  than 
in  the  daily  scenes  of  the  same  nature  which  she 
had  heard  of  or  witnessed,  did  not  hesitate  to 
stop  Master  Christie  in  his  return  to  his  shop, 
and  present  to  him  the  letter  which  Lord  Glen, 
▼arloch  had  given  to  her.  Had  she  been  better 
acquainted  with  life  and  its  buaness,  she  would 
oertunly  have  waited  for  a  more  temperate  mo- 
ment ;  and  she  had  reason  to  repent  c^  her  pre- 
cipitation,  whoi,  without  saying  a  single  word, 
or  taking  the  trouble  to  gather  more  of  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  letter  than  was  expressed 
in  the  subscripticm,  the  incensed  ship-chandler 
threw  it  down  on  the  ground,  trampled  it  in  high 
disdain,  and  without  addressing  a  nn^e  word  to 
the  bearer,  excepting  indeed  something  much 
more  like  a  hearty  curse  than  was  perfectly  con- 
astent  with  his  own  grave  appearance,  he  retired 
into  his  shop  and  shut  the  hatch-door. 

It  was  with  the  most  inexpressible  anguish 
that  the  desolate,  friendless^  and  unhappy  fe- 
male,  thus  beheld  her  sole  hope  of  succour,  coun- 

18 
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tenaooe,  and  protectioD)  vanish  at  oooe,  without 
being  able  to  oooceive  a  reason ;  for,  to  do  her 
justice,  the  idea  that  her  friend,  whom  she  knew 
by  the  name  of  Nigel  Grahame,  had  imposed  oo 
her,  a  solution  which  might  readily  hare  occurred 
to  many  in  her  atuation,  never  once  entered  her 
mind.  Although  it  was  not  her  temper  eaaly  to 
bend  her  mind  to  entreaty,  she  could  not  help 
exclaiming  after  the  ireful  and  retreating  ship- 
chandler, — *<  Good  master,  hear  me  but  a  mo- 
ment !  for  mercy ^s  sake,  for  honesty^s  sake  r 

**  Mercy  and  hones^  from  him,  mistress  P* 
said  the  Soot,  who,  though  he  essayed  not  to  in- 
terrupt the  retreat  of  his  antagonist,  still  Kept 
stout  possesion  of  the  field  of  action,—**  ye  might 
as  wed  expect  brandy  from  bean-atalks,  or  milk 
%>macragof  bluewhunstane.  The  man  is  mad, 
horn  mad,  to  boot^ 

**  I  must  have  mistaken  the  person  to  whom 

the  letter  was  addressed,   then  ;*"  and,  as  she 

spoke,  Mistress  Martha  Trapbois  was  in  the  act 

of  stooping  to  lift  the  paper  which  had  been  so 

unoourteously  recdved.     Her  companion,  with 

6 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  MI6BL.  49 

natural  civility,  anticipated  her  purpose ;  but, 
what  was  not  quite  so  much  in  etiquette,  he  took 
a  sly  glance  at  it  as  he  was  about  to  hand  it  to 
her,  and  his  eye  haying  caught  the  subscription, 
he  said,  with  surprise,  ^*  Gleuvarloch— Nigel  Oli- 
faunt,  of  Glenvarloch !  Do  you  know  the  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  mistress  ?^ 

*<  I  know  not  of  whom  you  speak,^  said  Mrs 
Martha,  peeyishly.  <*  I  had  that  paper  from  one 
Master  Nigel  Gram.^ 

^  Nigel  Grahame !— umph.-HO»  ay,  very  true 
— i-I  had  forgot,^  said  the  Scotsman.  <<  A  tall, 
well-set  young  man,  about  my  height;  bright 
blue  eyes  like  a  hawk^s;  a  pleasant  speech,  some* 
thing  leaning  to  the  kindly  northpcountry  accen- 
tuation, but  not  much,  in  respect  of  his  having 
been  resident  abroad  ?^  « 

<<  All  this  is  true*-«nd  what  of  it  all  ?""  said 
the  daughter  of  the  miser. 

*<  Hair  of  my  complexion  P^ 
Yours  is  red,^  replied  she. 
I  pray  you,  peace^^^  said  the  Scotsman.  <*  I 
was  gmng  to  say— of  my  complexion,  but  with  a 

VOL.  III.  n 
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deeper  shade  of  the  chesnut  Wee),  mistress,  if 
I  have  guessed  the  man  aright^  he  is  one  with 
whomlam,  and  have  been,  intimate  and  famiUar, 
•-^ay,  I  may  truly  say  I  have  done  him  much 
service  in  my  time,  and  may  live  to  do  him  moiei 
I  had  indeed  a  ancere  good  vrill  for  him,  and  I 
doubt  he  has  been  much  at  a  loss  once  we  pan. 
ed ;  but  the  fault  is  not  mine.  Wherefore,  as  this 
letter  will  not  avail  you  with  him  to  whom  it  is 
directed,  you  may  believe  that  Heaven  hath  sent 
it  to  me,  who  have  a  special  regard  for  the  wri- 
ter—have, besides,  as  much  mercy  and  honesty 
within  me  as  man  can  weel  make  his  bread  with, 
and  am  willing  to  aid  any  distressed  creature, 
that  is  my  friend^s  friend,  with  my  counsel,  and 
otherwise,  so  that  I  am  not  put  to  much  charges, 
bdng  in  a  strange  country,  like  a  poor  lamb  that 
has  wandered  from  its  own  native  hirsd,  and 
leaves  a  tait  of  its  wck?  in  every  d— d  Southron 
bramble  that  comes  across  it.^  While  he  spoke 
thus,  he  read  the  contents  €i  the  letter,  without 
waiting  for  permissicm,  and  then  continued, — 
'<  And  so  this  is  all  that  you  are  wanting,  my 
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doTe  ?  nothing  more  than  safe  and  honourable 
lodging,  and  sustenance,  upon  yourowndbargea  P* 

*^  Nothing  morei^  said  Ae.  **  U  you  are  a 
man  and  a  Christian^  you,  will  help  me  to  what  I 
need  so  much.'* 

<^  A  man  I  am,^  replied  the  fonnal  Caledo" 
nian,  «  e'en  sic  as  ye  see  me;  and  a  Christian  I 
may  call  myself,  though  unworthy,  and  though 
I  have  heard  little  pure  doctrine  nnoe  I  came 
hither — a*  polluted  with  men's  devices— a  hem  f 
Weel,  and  if  ye  be  an  honest  woman,**  (here  he 
peeped  under  her  muffler,)  '^  as  an  honest  wo- 
my  ye  seem  likely  to  be— though,  let  me  tell 

* 

you,  they  are  a  kind  of  cattle  not  so  rife  in  the 
streets  of  this  city  as  I  would  desire  them — I  was 
almost  strangled  with  my  own  band  by  twa  ram- 
pallians,  wha  wanted  yestreen,  nae  farther  gAe, 
toharle  me  into  a  change-house — ^however,  if  ye 
be  a  decent  honest  woman,**  (here  be.  took  an- 
other peep  at  features  certainly  bearing  no  beauty 
which  could  infer  suspicion,)  ^<  as  decent  and 
honest  ye  seem  to  be,  why,  I  will  advise  you  to 
a  decent  house,  where  you  will  get  douce,  quiet 
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Mlertainmentf  on  rettKsnaUe  tennsy  and  the  <i6- 
fHiniMifi?  benefit  of  my  own  counsel  and  direc- 
taon-4liat  k,  from  time  to  time^  as  my  other 
avocations  may  permit^ 

**  May  I  Tenture  to  accept  of  sach  an  offer 
from  a  ttaaoga  r  sud  Martha^  with  natural  he- 
sitation. 

^  Troth,  I  see  nothing  to  hinder  yoo,  mia. 
tress,^  replied  the  bonny  Scot;  <<  ye  can  but  see 
the  place,  and  do  after  as  ye  think  best  Besides, 
we  are  nae  such  strangers,  neither;  for  I  know 
your  friend,  and  you,  if s  like^  know  mine,  wbilk 
knowledge,  on  either  hand,  is  a  medium  of 
municatian  between  us,  eyen  as  the 
string  connected!  its  twa  ends,  or  extremities. 
But  I  will  enlarge  on  this  farther  as  we  pass 
along,  gin  ye  list  to  bid  your  twa  lazy  loons  of 
porters  there  lift  up  your  little  kist  between  them, 
whilk  ae  true  Scotsman  might  carry  under  Us 
arm.  Let  me  tdl  you,  mistress,  ye  will  soon 
make  a  toom  pock*end  of  it  in  London,  if  you 
twa  knaves  to  do  the  work  of  ane.^ 

So  saying,  he  led  the  way,  followed  by  Ifis- 
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tress  Martha  Trapbois,  whose  singular  destiny, 
though  it  had  heaped  her  with  wealth,  had  left 
her,  for  the  moment,  no  wiser  counsellor,  or  more 
distinguished  protector,  than  hmiest  Ridiie  Mo» 
niplies,  a  discarded  serving-man. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

This  way  lies  ssfeCj  and  a  suie  leticat ; 

Yonder  lie  danger,  shame,  and  punishment. 

Most  wdooroe,  danger  then— Nay,  let  me  say. 

Though  spoke  with  swelling  heartp— wdoome  c*ea  dume; 

And  welcome  punishment— for,  call  me  guilty* 

I  do  but  pay  the  tax  that*s  due  to  justice; 

And  call  me  guiltlen,  then  diat  punishment 

Is  shame  to  those  alone  who  do  inflict  it. 

HUTribtnmL 

We  left  Lord  Glenvarloch,  to  whose  fortunes 
our  story  chiefly  attaches  itself,  gliding  swiftly 
down  the  Thames.  He  was  not,  as  the  reader 
may  have  observed,  very  popular  in  his  diqxxi- 
tion,  or  apt  to  enter  into  conversation  with  those 
into  whose  company  he  was  casually  thrown. 
This  was  indeed  an  error  in  his  conduct,  aiiang 
less  from  pride,  though  of  that  feeling  we  do  not 
pretend  to  exculpate  him,  thim  from  a  sort  of 
bariiful  reluctance  to  mix  in  the  conversation  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  not  familiar.    It  is  a 
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fault  only  to  be  cued  by  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  the  worid,  which  soon  teaches  evexy 
sensible  and  acute  person  the  important  lesson, 
that  amusement,  and,  what  is  more  important, 
that  information  and  increase  of  knowledge,  is  to 
be  derived. from  the  conversation  of  every  indi* 
vidual  whatsoever,  with  whom  he  is  thrown  into 
a  natural  tnun  of  oommunicatioiL  For  ourselves, 
we  can  aflsute  the  reader— «nd  perhaps  if  we 
have  ever  been  able  to  affcnrd  him  amusement,  it 
is  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  this  cause—that  we 
never  found  oursdves  in  company  with  the  stu« 
pidest  of  all  possible  companioos  in  a  post-chaise, 
or  with  the  most  arrant  cumber-comer  that  ever 
occupied  a  place  in  the  mail-coach,  without  find- 
ing, that  in  the  course  of  our  conversation  with 
him,  we  bad  some  ideas  suggested  to  us,  either 
grave  or  gay,  or  some  information  communicated 
in  the  course  of  our  journey,  which  we  should 
have  regretted  not  to  have  learned,  and  which 
we  should  be  sorry  to  have  immediately  foi^ot- 
ten.  But  Nigel  was  somewhat  immured  within 
the  Bastile  of  his  rank,  as  some  philosopher, 
(Tom  Paine,  we  think,)  has  hapinly  enough  ex« 
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pressed  that  sort  of  Bhyness  wliich  men  of  digni* 
fied  ntuations  are  apt  to  be  beset  with,  rather 
from  not  exactly  knowing  how  far,  or  with  fHiom, 
they  ought  to  be  familiar,  than  from  any  real 
touch  of  aristocratic  pride;  besides,  the  imme- 
diate pressure  of  his  own  affairs  was  such  as  ex- 
clusively to  engross  his  attrition. 

He  sate,  therefore,  wrapt  in  his  cloak,  in  the 
stem  of  the  boat,  with  his  mind  entirely  bent  up- 
on  the  probable  issue  of  the  interview  with  his 
Sovereign,  which  it  was  his  purpose  to  seek ;  for 
which  abstraction  of  mind  he  may  be  fully  justi- 
fied, alUiough  perhaps,  by  questioning  the  water- 
men who  were  transporting  him  down  the  river, 
he  might  have  discovered  matters  of  high  con- 
cernment to  him. 

At  any  rate,  Nigel  remained  silent  till  the 
wherry  approached  the  town  of  Greenwich,  when 
he  commanded  the  men  to  put  in  for  the  nearest 
landing-place,  as  it  was  his  purpose  to  go  ashore 
there,  and  dismiss  them  from  further  attendance; 

<<  That  is  not  possible,^  said  the  fellow  with 
the  green  jacket,  who,  as  we  have  already  said, 
seem^  to  take  on  himself  the  charge  of  piloU^ 
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^'  We  must  go,^  he  condnued,  <*  to  Gravesend^ 
where  a  Scotch  vessel,  which  dropt  down  the  ri- 
ver last  tide  for  the  very  purpose,  lies  ijdth  her 
anchor  a-peak,  waiting  to  cany  you  to  your  own 
dear  northern  country.  Your  hammock  is  slung, 
and  all  is  ready  for  you,  and  you  talk  of  going 
ash(»re  at  Greenwich,  as  readily  as  if  such  a  thing 
were  possible  P 

^'  I  see  no  impossibility,^  sud  Nigel,  **  in  your 
landing  me  where  I  denre  to  be  landed;  but  very 
little  possibility  of  your  carrying  me  any  where 
I  am  not  desirous  of  going.^ 

«  Why,  whether  do  you  manage  the  wherry, 
or  we,  master  ?^  asked  Green-jacket,  in  a  tone 
betwixt  jest  and  earnest ;  **  I  take  it  she  will  go 
the  way  we  row  her.^ 

<<  Ay,""  retorted  Nigel,  «<  but  I  take  it  you  will 
sow  her  on  the  course  I  direct  you,  otherwise 
your  chance  of  payment  is  but  a  poor  one.^ 

<<  Suppose  we  are  content  to  risk  that^  said 
the  undaunted  waterman,  '<  I  wish  to  know  how 
you,  who  talk  so  big— I  mean  no  offence,  mas* 
ter,  but  you  do  talk  big,— would  help  yourself  in 
such  a  case  ?^ 
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<<  Sufdy  thusy^  answared  Lord  Glenvarlocb-^ 
*'  You  aaw  me,  an  hour  miDe,  bring  dowD  lo  the 
boat  a  trunk  that  nather  of  you  eottld  lift.  If  we 
are  to  oonteat  the  destination  of  our  Toyage,  the 
same  str^gth  which  tossed  that  dieat  into  the 
wherry »  will  miffiee  to  fliog  you  out  of  it ;  where, 
fore,  before  we  begin  the  acuffle,  I  pray  you  to 
remember,  that,  whither  I  would  go,  there  I  will 
oblige  you  to  carry  me.^ 

<'  Gramocy  for  your  kindness,**  said  Gfocn* 
jacket;  ^*  and  now  mark  me  in  return.  My  earn- 
rade  and  I  are  two  men^-— «nd  you,  weve  you  a% 
stout  as  Greorge>«^6reen,  can  pass  but  for  one ; 
and  twoy  you  will  allow,  are  more  than  a  match 
for  one.  You  mistake  in  your  reckoning,  my 
friend."" 

<<  It  is  you  who  mistake,^  answered  Nigel, 
who  began  to  grow  warm ;  <^  it  is  I  who  am  three 
to  two,  sirrah— I  carry  two  men"s  livea  at  my 
girdle."" 

So  saying,  he  opened  his  dodc  and  shewed  the 
two  pistols  whidi  he  had  disposed  at  his  girdle. 
Green-jacket  was  mnaored  ^t  the  display. 

*'  I  have  got,""  said  he,  **  a  pair  of  baiken 
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that  will  match  yours,^  and  he  shewed  that  he 
ako  was  armed  with  pistols ;  ^  so  you  may  begin 
as  soon  as  you  list^ 

'<  Then,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  drawbg 
forth  and  oocldng  a  pistol,  ^*  the  sooner  the  bet- 
ter.  Take  notice,  I  hold  you  aa  a  ru£5an,  who 
have  declared  you  will  put  force  on  my  person ; 
and  that  I  will  shoot  you  throu^  the  head  if 
you  do  not  instantly  put  me  ariiore  at  Gveen- 
wich* 

The  other  waterman,  alarmed  at  his  gesture, 
lay  upon  his  oar ;  but  Green-jacket  replied  coolly 
— -*<  Look  you,  master,  I  should  not  care  a  tester 
to  ventuce  ar  life  with  you  on  this  matter ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  am  employed  to  do  you  good,  and  not 
to  do  you  harm.^ 

'<  By  whom  are  you  employed?^  said  the 
Lord  Glenyarloch  ;**cir  who  dare  concern  them^ 
sehres  in  me,  or  my  affairs,  without  my  autho- 
rityT 

'^  As  to  that,^  answered  the  waterman,  in  the 
same  tone  of  indifference,  **  I  shall  not  shew  my 
commission.  For  myself,  I  care  not,  as  I  said, 
whether  you  land  at  Greenwich  to  get  yourself 
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hanged,  or  go  down  to  get  aboard  the  Hojral 
Thistle,  to  make  joor  escape  to  your  own  ooim- 
try ;  you  will  be  equally  out  of  my  reach  ather 
way.  But  it  is  fair  to  put  the  choioe  before  you.* 
*<  My  chcuoe  is  made,*  said  Nigd.  ^  I  have 
told  you  thrice  already  it  is  my  pleasure  to  be 
landed  at  Greenwich  * 

^*  Write  it  on  a  {ueoe  of  paper,*  said  the  w». 
terman,  *'  that  such  is  your  positive  will ;  I  must 
have  something  to  shew  to  my  employers,  that  the 
transgression  of  their  orders  lies  with  yourself, 
not  with  me.* 

^^  I  chuse  to  hdd  this  trinket  in  my  hand  for 
the  present,*  said  Nigel,  shewing  his  pistol,  ^  and 
will  write  you  the  acquittance  when  I  go  ashore.* 
*'  I  would  not  go  ashore  with  you  f<Nr  a  hun- 
dred pieces,*  said  the  waterman.  '*  lU  luck  has 
ever  attended  you,  except  in  small  gaming;  do 
me  fair  justice,  and  give  me  the  tesdmony  I  de» 
sire.  If  you  are  afraid  of  foul  play  while  you 
write  it,  you  may  hold  my  pistols,  if  you  will* 
He  offered  the  weapons  to  Nigel  aococdingly, 
who,  while  they  were  under  his  control,  and  all 
possibility  of  his  being  taken  at  advantage  was 
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excluded,  no  longer  hesitated  to  give  the  water- 
man  an  acknowledgment,  in  the  following  terms : 

''  Jack  in  the  Green,  with  his  mate,  belonging 
to  the  wherry  called  the  Jolly  Raven,  have  done 
their  duty  faithfully  by  me,  landing  me  at  Greene 
wich  by  my  express  command ;  and  being  them- 
selves willing  and  desirous  to  cany  me  on  board 
the  Royal  Thistle,  presently  lying  at  Gravesend.^ 
Having  finbhed  this  acknowledgment,  which  he 
signed  with  the  letters,  N.  O.  G.  as  indicating 
his  name  and  title,  he  again  requested  to  know 
of  the  waterman,  to  whom  he  delivered  it,  the 
name  of  his  employers. 

^'  Sir,^  replied  Jack  in  the  Green,  '*  I  have 
reqpected  your  secret,  do  not  you  seek  to  pry 
into  mine.  It  would  do  you  no  good  to  know  for 
whom  I  am  taking  this  present  trouble ;  and,  to 
be  brief,  you  shall  not  know  it — and  if  you  will 
fight  in  the  quarrel,  as  you  said  even  now,  the 
sooner  we  begin  the  better.  Only  this  you  may 
be  cock-sure  of,  that  we  designed  you  no  harm, 
and  that  if  you  fall  into  any,  it  will  be  of  your 
own  wilful  seeking.^    As  he  spoke,  they  ap- 
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proached  the  landing-place,  where  Nigel  instant* 
Ij  jumped  aahore.  The  watennan  placed  his 
small  mail-trunk  on  the  stairs,  observing  that 
there  were  plenty  of  spare  hands  about,  to  carry 
it  where  he  would. 

<*  We  part  friends,  I  hope,  my  lads,^  said  the 
young  nobleman,  offering  at  the  same  time  a 
piece  of  money  more  than  double  the  usual  fare, 
to  the  boatmen. 

^  We  part  as  we  met,^  answered  Green-jack- 
et ;  <*  and,  for  your  money,  I  am  paid  sufficiently 
widi  this  bit  of  paper.  Only,  if  you  owe  me  any 
love  for  the  cast  I  have  given  you,  I  pn^  you 
not  to  dive  so  deep  into  the  pockets  of  the  next 
apprentice  that  you  find  fool  enough  to  play  the 
cavalier. — ^And  you,  you  greedy  swine,""  siud  he 
to  his  companion,  who  still  had  a  longing  eye 
fixed  on  the  money  which  Nigel  continued  to  of- 
fer, *'  push  off,  or,  if  I  take  a  stretcher  in  hand, 
ni  break  the  knave^s  pate  of  thee.^  The  feDov 
pushed  off,  as  he  was  commanded,  but  still  could 
not  help  muttering,  <<  This  was  entirely  out  of 
watermen'*s  rules.^ 
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Glefivarlocb,  though  without  the  devotion  of 
the  ^^  injured  Thales^  of  the  moralist,  to  the  me- 
mory  of  that  great  princess,  had  now  attained 

''  The  hallow'd  wH  which  gave  £liza  birth/' 

whose  halls  were  now  less  respectably  occupied 
by  her  suooessor*  It  was  not,  as  has  been  well 
shewn  by  a  late  author,  that  James  was  ymd 
rithef  of  parts  or  of  good  intentions ;  and  his  pre- 
decessor was  at  least  as  arbitrary  in  effect  as  he 
was  in  theory.  But,  while  Elizabeth  possessed  a 
sternness  of  masculine  sense  and  determination 
which  rendered  even  her  weaknesses,  some  of 
which  were  in  themselves  suffidently  ridiculous, 
in  a  certain  dq;ree  respectable,  James,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  so  utterly  devoid  of  **  firm  re« 
solve,^  so  well  called  by  the  Scottish  bard, 

**  The  8talk  of  carle-hemp  in  mm," 

that  even  his  virtues  and  his  good  meaning  be- 
came laughable,  from  the  whimsical  uncertainty 
of  his  conduct;  so  that  the  wisest  things  he  ever 
said,  and  the  best  acuonshe  ever  did,  were  often 
looehed  with  a  strain  of  the  ludicrous  and  fidget- 
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ty  character  of  the  man.  Acoordingly,  though 
at  different  periods  of  his  reigo  he  ooatrmd  to 
acquire  vith  his  people  a  certain  degree  of  tem- 
porary popularity,  it  never  long  outlived  the  oc- 
casion which  produced  it ;  so  true  it  is,  that  the 
mass  of  mankind  will  respect  a  monarch  stained 
with  actual  guilt,  more  than  one  irtiose  foibles 
render  him  only  ridiculous. 

To  return  from  this  digression.  Lord  Glen- 
varloch  soon  reooved,  as  Green-jacket  had  as- 
sured him,  the  offer  of  an  idle  bargeman  to  trans- 
port his  baggage  where  he  listed;  but  that  where 
was  a  question  of  momentary  doubt.  At  length, 
recollecting  the  necessi^  that  his  luar  and  beard 
should  be  properly  arranged  before  he  attempted 
to  enter  the  royal  presence,  and  dearous,  at  the 
same  time,  of  obtaining  some  information  of  the 
motions  of  the  Soverrign  and  of  the  court,  he 
deured  to  be  guided  to  the  next  barbels  diop, 
which  we  have  abeady  moitioned  as  the  place 
where  news  of  every  kind  circled  and  centered. 
He  was  speedily  shewn  the  way  to  such  an 
porium  of  intelligence,  and  soon  found  he 

like  to  hear  all  he  desired  to  know,  and  mudi 
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more,  while  his  head  was  subjected  to  the  art  of 
a  nimble  tonsor,  the  glibness  of  whose  tongue 
kept  pace  with  the  nimbleness  of  his  fingers^ 
while  he  ran  on,  without  stint  or  stop,  in  the  fol- 
lowing excursiye  manner:— 

''The  court  here,  master?— yes,  master— nnuch 
to  the  advantage  of  trade— good  custom  sdrring. 
His  Majesty  loves  Greenwich-^unts  every  morn- 
ing in  the  Park-— all  decent  persons  admitted  that 
have  the  entries  of  the  Palace— no  rabble — fright- 
ened the  King^s  horse  with  their  hallooing,  the  un- 
combed slaves.- Yes,  sir,  the  beard  more  peak- 
ed P  Yes,  master,  so  it  is  worn.  I  know  the  last 
cut— dress  several  of  the  courtiers— one  valetoR- 
the-chamber,  two  pages  of  the  body,  the  clerk  of 
the  kitchen,  three  running  footmen,  two  dog- 
boys,  and  an  honourable  Scotch  knight,  Sir  Mun- 
ko  Malgrowler.^ 

''  Malagrowther,  I  suppose?*  said  Nigel, 
thrusting  in  his  conjectural  emendation,  with  in- 
finite di£Bculty,  betwixt  two  clauses  of  the  bar- 
ber's text 

**  Yes,  sir— Malcrowder,  sir,  as  you  say,  sip- 
hard  names  the  Scotch  have,  or,  for  an  English 

VOL.  III.  2 
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moutb.  Sir  Munko  is  a  handsome  person,  ar^- 
perhaps  you  know  him— batii^  the  loss  of  his  fin- 
gers,  and  the  lamenessof  his  leg,  and  the  length  of 
his  diin.  Sir,  it  takes  me  one  minute,  twelTe  se- 
conds, more  time  to  trim  that  chin  of  his,  than 
any  chin  that  I  know  in  the  tpwn  of  Greenwidi, 
sir*  But  he  is  a  very  comely  gentleman,  for  all 
that;  and  a  pleasant— a  very  pleasant  gentle- 
man, sir<— -and  a  good-humoured,  saving  that  he 
is  so  deaf  he  can  never  hear  good  of  any  one, 
and  so  wise,  that  he  can  never  believe  it ;  but  he 
is  a  very  good-natured  gentleman  for  all  that, 
exeept  when  one  speaks  too  low,  or  when  a  hair 
turns  awry. — ^Did  I  graze  you,  sir  ?  We  shall 
put  it  to  right  in  a  moment,  with  one  drop  of 
styptic— my  styptic,  or  rather  my  wife^s^  sir — 
She  makes  the  water  herself.  One  drop  of  the 
styptic,  sir,  and  a  bit  of  black  taffeta  patch,  just 
big  enough  to  be  the  saddle  to  a  flea,  sir — ^Yes, 
^F,  rather  improves  than  otherwise.  The  Prince 
had  a  patch  the  other  day,  and  so  had  the  Duke ; 
and,  if  you  will  believe  me,  there  are  seventeen 
yards  tliree  quarters  of  black  taffeta  already 
cut  into  patches  for  the  courtiers.^ 
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"  But  Sir  MuDgo  Malagrowther  ?**  again  in^ 
terjected  Nigel,  with  difficulty. 

^^  Ay,  ay,  sir — Sir  Munko/as  you  say ;  a  plea« 
sant,  good-humoured  gentleman  as  ever — ^To  be 
spoken  with,  did  you  say  ?  O  ay,  easily  to  be 
spoken  withal,  that  is,  as  easily  9s  his  infirmity 
will  permit.  He  will  presently,  unless  some  one 
hath  asked  him  forth  to  breakfast,  be  taking  his 
bone  of  broiled  beef  at  my  neighbour  Ned  Kil* 
derkin^s  yonder,  removed  from  over  the  way. 
Ned  keeps  an  eating-house,  sir,  famous  for  pork* 
griskins ;  but  Sir  Munko  cannot  abide  pork,  no 
more  than  the  King'*s  most  Sacred  Majesty,  nor 
my  Lord  Duke  of  Lennox,  nor  Lord  Dalgamo, 
—nay,  I  am  sure,  sir,  if  I  touched  you  this  time, 
it  was  your  fault,  not  mine. — ^But  a  single  drop 
of  the  styptic,  another  little  patch  that  would 
make  a  doublet  for  a  flea,  just  under  the  left  mus* 
tache ;  it  will  become  you  when  you  smile,  sir,  as 
well  as  a  dimple ;  and  if  you  would  salute  your 
fair  mistress— but  I  beg  pardon,  you  are  a  grave 
gentleman,  very  grave  to  be  so  young.— Hope  I 
have  given  no  offence ;  it  is  my  du^  to  enter- 
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tain  customers— 4Dy  duty,  sir,  and  my  pleasure— 
Sir  Munko  Malcrowther  ? — ^yes,  sir,  I  dare  say 
he  is  at  this  moment  in  Ned^s  eating-house,  for 
few  folks  ask  him  out,  now  Lord  HunUnglen  is 
gone  to  London.  You  will  get  touched  again— 
yes,  OP— there  shall  you  find  him  with  his  car 
of  single  ale,  stirred  with  a  sprig  of  roeemaiy,  for 
he  never  drinks  strong  potations,  mr,  unless  to 
oblige  Lord  Huntinglen — take  heed,  ar-— or  any 
other  person  who  asks  him  forth  to  breakfast- 
but  single  beer  he  always  drinks  at  Ne^s,  with 
his  broiled  bone  of  beef  or  mutton— or,  it  may 
be,  lamb  at  the  season— >but  not  pork,  though 
Ned  is  famous  for  his  griskins.  But  the  Scotch 
lieyer  eat  pork— <trange  that  I  some  folks  think 
they  are  a  sort  of  Jews.  There  is  a  resem* 
blance,  or-^Do  you  not  think  so  ?  Then  they 
call  our  most  gracious  Soverdgn  the  second  So- 
lomon, and  Solmnon,  you  know,  was  King  of  the 
Jews ;  so  the  thing  bears  a  face,  you  see.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  yott  will  find  yourself  trimmed  now  to 
your  content  I  will  be  judged  by  the  fair  mi^ 
tress  ci  your  affectiiHis.    Crave  pardon— no  of- 
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fence,  I  trust    Pray,  consult  the  glass— one 
touch  of  the  crisping  tongs,  to.  reduce  this  strag- 
gler.—Thank  your  munificence,  nr — hope  your 
custom  while  you  stay  in  Greenwich.    Would 
you  4iaye  a  tune  on  that  ghittem,  to  put  your 
temper  in  concord  for  the  day  ? — Twang,  twang 
— twang,  twang,  dillo.    Something  out  of  tune, 
sir — ^too  many  hands  to  touch  it— we  cannot 
keep  these  things  like  artbts.    Let  me  help  you 
with  your  doak,  ar— yes,  nr— You  would  not 
play  yourself,  nr,  would  you?— Way  to  Sir 
Munko^s  eating-house  P — ^yes,  sir ;  but  it  is  Ned^s 
eating-house,  not  Sir  Munko^s. — The.  knight,  to 
be  sure,  eats  there,  and  that  makes  it  his  eating* 
house  in  some  sense,  sir — ha,  ha !    Yonder  it  is, 
removed  from  over  the  way,  new  white-washed 
posts,  and  red  lattice-— fat  man  in  his  doublet  at 
the  door— Ned  himself,  nr— worth  a  thousand 
pounds,  they  say—- better  siiigdng  pigs^  faces  than 
trimming  courtiers— 'but  ours  is  the  less  mecha- 
nical vocation.— Farewell,  ^sir ;  hope  your  cus- 
tom.^   So  saying,  he  at  length  permitted  Nigel 
to  depart,  whose  ears,  so  long  tormented  with  his 
continued  babble,  Ungled  when  it  had  ceasd,  as 
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if  a  bell  had  been  rung  dose  to  them  for  the  same 
tpaeeof  time. 

Upon  hb  arrival  at  the  eating-hoiue,  where  he 
proposed  to  meet  with  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowtber, 
from  whom^  indespur  of  better  advice,  he  trust- 
ed to  receive  some  information  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  introducing  himself  into  the  royal  pre- 
senoe.  Lord  Gloivarlodi  found,  in  the  host  with 
whom  he  communed,  the  consequential  tadtur- 
nity  of  an  Englishman  well  to  pass  in  the  world. 
Ned  Kilderkin  spoke  as  a  banker  writes,  only 
toudiing  the  needful.  Being  asked  if  Sir  Mun- 
go Malagrowther  was  there?  he  replied,  Na 
Being  interrogated,  whether  he  was  expected  ?  he 
said.  Yes.  And  being  again  required  to  say  wken 
he  was  expected,  he  answered.  Presently.  As 
IxNPd  Glenvarloeh  next  inquired,  whether  he  him- 
self could  have  any  breakfast  ?  the  landlord  wast- 
ed  not  even  a  syllable  in  reply,  but,  ushering  him 
intoaneatroom  where  there  were  several  tables^ 
he  placed  one  of  than  before  an  ann-chair,  and 
beckomng  Lord  Glenvarloeh  to  take  possesion, 
he  set  before  him,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  a  sub- 
stantial repast  of  roast-beef,  together  with  afoanK 
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ing  tankard,  to  which  refreshment  the  keen  air  of 
the  river  disposed  him,  notwithstanding  his  men- 
tal embarrassments,  to  do  much  honour. 

While  Nigel  was  thus  engaged  in  discussing 
his  commons,  but  raising  his  head  at  the  same 
time  whenever  he  heard  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment open,  eagerly  desiring  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Mungo  Malagrowther,  (an  event  whidi  had  sel- 
dom been  expected  with  so  much  anxious  inte- 
rest,) a  personage,  as  it  seemed,  of  at  least  equal 
importance  with  the  knight,  entered  into  the  apart- 
ment, and  began  to  hold  earnest  colloquy  with  the 
publican,  who  thought  proper  to  carry  on  the  con- 
ference on  his  ride  unbonnetted.  This  important 
gcntleman^s  occupation  might  be  guessed  from  his 
dress.  A  milk-white  jerkin,  and  hose  of  white 
kersey ;  a  white  apron  twisted  around  his  body  in 
the  manner,  of  a  sash,  in  which,  instead  of  a  war- 
like dagger,  was  stuck  a  long-bladed  knife,  hilt- 
ed  with  buckVhom ;  a  white  nightcap  on  his 
head,  under  which  his  hair  was  neatly  tucked, 
suffidently  displayed  him  as  one  of  those  priests 
of  Comus  whom  the  vulgar  call  cooks ;  and  the 


72  THE  FORTUVSS  OF  NIGSL. 


mr  with  which  he  rated  the  publican  for  having 
neglected  to  send  some  proivisions  to  the  Palace, 
shewed  that  he  ministered  to  royalty  itsdf. 

*<  This  will  nerer  answer,^  he  said,  **  Master 
Kilderkin— the  Cng  twiceasked  forsweet-bresdsy 
and  fricassied  ooxoombs,  which  are  a 
dish  of  his  most  Sacred  Majesty,  and  th^ 
not  to  be  had,  because  Master  Kilderkin  had  not 
supplied  them  to  the  derk  of  the  kitclioi,  as  by 
bargain  bound.^  Here  Kilderkin  made  some  apo- 
Ipgy,  brief,  according  to  his  own  nature,  and  mut^ 
teredinalowly  tone,  after  thefasbionof  all  who 
find  themselves  in  a  scrape.  His  superior  replied, 
in  a  lofty  strain  of  YCttce,  *^  Do  not  tell  me  of  the 
carrier  and  his  wain,  and  of  the  hen-coops  coming 
from  Norfolk  with  the  poultry;  a  loyal  man 
would  have  sent  an  express — he  would  have  gone 
upon  his  stumps,  like  Widdrington.    What  if 
the  King  had  lost  his  appetite.  Master  Kilder- 
kin ?  What  if  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  had  lost 
his  dinner  ?  O  Master  Kilderkin,  if  you  had  but 
the  just  sense  of  the  dignity  of  our  profesaoo, 
which  is  told  of  by  the  witty  African  slave,  for 
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ao  the  King^s  most  excellent  Majesty  deugnates 
him,  Publius  Terentius,  Tanqucsm  in  specukh^ 
in  patinas  inspicerejubeo.'^ 

^^  You  are  learned,  Master  Linklater,^  re- 
plied the  English  publican,  compelling,  as  it 
were  with  difficulty,  his  mouth  to  utter  three  or 
four  words  consecutively. 

^^  A  poor  smatterer,^  said  Mr  Linklater ;  ^*  but 
it  would  be  a  shame  to  us,  who  are  his  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty'^s  countrymen,  not  in  some  sort  to 
have  cherished  those  arts  wherewith  he  is  so 
deeply  emhaedr^Regis  ad  exemplar.  Master  Kil- 
derkin, toiiis  componitur  or&t^— which  is  as  much 
as  to  say,  as  the  king  quotes  the  cook  learns.  In 
brief.  Master  Eild^ kin,  having  had  the  luck  to 
be  bred  where  humanities  may  be  had  at  the  mat- 
ter of  an  English  five  groats  by  the  quarter,  I,  like 
others,  have  acquired — a  hem — ^hem ! — ^  Here 
the  speaker^s  eye  having  fallen  upon  Lord  Glen- 
yarloch,  he  suddenly  stopped  in  his  learned  ha- 
rangue, with  such  symptoms  of  embarrassment 
as  induced  Ned  Kilderkin  to  stretch  his  tacitur- 
nity so  far  as  not  only  to  ask  him  what  he  ailed, 
but  whether  he  would  take  any  thing. 
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<*  Ail  nothing,^  replied  the  learned  rival  cyf  the 
philoGophical  Syrufr— *'  Nothing,  and  yet  I  do 
feel  a  little  giddy.  I  could  taste  a  glass  of  your 
darnel's  aqua  miraUUsJ* 

<*  I  will  fetch  it,^  said  Ned,  giving  a  nod ;  and 
bis  back  was  no  sooner  turned,  than  the  cook 
walked  near  the  table  where  Lord  Glenvailoch 
was  seated,  and  regarding  him  with  a  look  of 
ttgnificanoe,  where  more  was  meant  than  met  the 
ear,  said,  *'  You  are  a  stranger  in  Greenwich, 
sir.  I  advise  you  to  take  4he  opportunity  to  step 
into  the  Park-^the  western  wicket  was  ajar  when 
I  came  hither ;  I  think  it  will  be  locked  present- 
I79  so  you  had  better  make  the  best  of  your  way 
— ^that  is,  if  you  have  any  curiosity.  The  veni- 
son are  coming  into  season  just  now,  ^,  and 
there  is  a  pleasure  in  looking  at  a  hart  of  grease. 
I  always  think,  when  they  are  bounding  so 
blithely  past,  what  a  pleasure  it  would  be  to 
broach  thdr  plump  haunches  on  a  spit,  and  to 
embattle  Uieir  breasts  in  a  noUe  fortification  of 
puff-paste,  with  plenty  of  black  pepper.^ 

He  said  no  more,  as  Kilderkin  re-entered  with 
the  cordial,  but  edged  off  from  Nigel  without 
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waiting  any  reply,  only  repeating  the  same  look 
of  intelligence  with  which  he  had  accosted  him. 
Nothing  makes  mens^  wits  so  alert  as  personal 
danger.  Nigel  took  the  first  opportunity  which 
his  host^s  attention  to  the  yeoman  of  the  royal 
kitchen  permitted,  tQ  discharge  his  reckoning, 
and  readily  obtained  a  direction  to  the  wicket  in 
question.  He  found  it  upon  the  latch,  as  he  had 
been  taught  to  expect,  and  perceived  that  it  ad- 
mitted him  to  a  narrow  foot-path,  which  traver- 

• 

sed  a  close  and  tangled  thicket,  designed  for  the 
cover  of  the  does  and  the  young  fawns.  Here  he 
conjectured  it  would  be  proper  to  wait;  nor  had 
he  been  stationary  above  five  minutes,  when  the 
oook,  scalded  as  much  with  heat  of  motion  as 
ever  he  had  been  at  his  huge  fire*place,  arrived 
almost  breathless,  and  with  his  pass-key  hastily 
locked  the  wicket  behind  him.  Ere  Lord  Glen- 
varloch  had  time  to  speculate  upon  this  action, 
the  man  approached  him  with  anxiety,  and  said, 
**  Good  lord — ^my  Lord  Glenvarloch— -why  will 
you  endanger  yourself  thus  F^ 

You  know  me,  then,  my  friend  ?^  said  NigeL 
Not  so  much  of  that,  my  lord— but  I  know 


cc 
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your  honour's  noble  house  wdL    My  name  is 
Laurie  Linklater,  my  lord.*" 

<<  Linklater  r  repeated  Nigel  <^  I  should  re- 
collect ^ 

*'  Under  your  lordship^s  favour,^  he  oonti-. 
nued,  '^  I  was  '^prentice,  my  lord,  to  old  Mungo 
Moniplies,  the  flesher  at  the  wanton  West-Port 
of  Edinburgh,  which  I  wish  I  saw  again  before 
I  died.  And  your  honour^s  noble  father  hanng 
taken  Bichie  Moniplies  into  his  house  to  wait  on 
your  lordship,  there  was  a  sort  of  oonnectioD, 
your  lordship  sees.^ 

**  Ah  !**  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  *'  I  have  for- 
got your  name,  but  not  your  kind  purpose.  You 
tried  to  put  Richie  in  the  way  of  presenting  a 
supplication  to  his  Majesty.^ 

^<  Most  true,  my  lord,^  replied  the  King^s 
cook.  '*  I  had  like  to  have  come  by  mischief  in 
the  job,  for  Richie,  who  was  always  wilful, 
<  wad  nae  be  guided  by  me^^  as  the  sang  says. 
But  nobody  amongst  these  brave  English  cooks 
can  kittle  up  his  Majesty^s  most  sacred  pakle 
with  our  own  gusty  Scotch  dishes.  So  I  eVn 
betook  myself  to  my  craft,  and  concocted  a  mess 
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of  friar's  chicken  for  the  soup,  and  a  savoury 
hachis,  that  made  the  whole  cabal  coup  the  crans ; 
and  instead  of  disgrace,  I  came  by  preferment. 
I  am  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen  now— make 
me  thankful — ^with  a  finger  in  the  purveyor's  of- 
fice, and  may  get  my  whole  hand  in  by  and  by  .^ 

^*  I  am  truly  glad,**  said  Nigel,  <<  to  hear  that 
you  have  not  suffered  on  my  account,  still  more 
so  at  your  good  fortune.^ 

<<  You  bear  a  kind  heart,  my  lord,^  said  Link- 
later,  *^  and  do  not  forget  poor  people ;  and  troth 
I  see  not  why  they  should  be  forgotten,  since  the 
King's  errand  may  sometimes  fall  in  the  cadger's 
gate.  I  have  followed  your  lordship  in  the  street, 
just  to  look  at  such  a  stately  shoot  of  the  old  oak« 
tree,  and  my  heart  jumped  into  my  throat  when 
I  saw  you  sitting  openly  in  the  eating-house  yon- 
der, and  knew  there  was  such  danger  to  your 
person.^ 

<<Whatl  Therearewarrants  agabst me,  thenp** 
said  NigcL  ^ 

**  It  is  even  true,  my  lord,  and  there  are  those 
are  willing  to  blacken  you  as  much  as  they  can. 
God  for]pve  them  that  would  sacrifice  an  honour* 
able  house  for  their  own  base  ends  P 
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'^  Amen,^  said  NigcL 

^*  For,  say  your  lordship  may  hove  been  a 
little  wild,  like  other  young  gentlemen———^ 

<<  We  have  little  time  to  talk  of  it,  my  friend, 
said  Nigel ;  "  the  point  in  question  is^  how  am  I 
to  get  speech  of  the  Eing.**^ 

^*The  King,  my  lord?^  said  Linklater,  in 
astonishment ;  "  why,  will  not  that  be  rushing 
wilfully  into  danger  ?  scalding  yourself,  as  I  may 
say,  with  your  own  ladle  ?^ 

'^  My  good  friend,^  answered  Nigel,  <*  my  ex- 
perience  of  the  court,  and  my  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  I  stand,  tell  me,  that  the 
manliest  and  mos^  direct  road  is,  in  my  case,  the 
surest  and  the  safest  The  King  has  both  a  head 
to  apprehend  what  is  just,  and  a  heart  to  do  what 
is  kind.'** 

<^  It  is  e^en  true,  my  lord,  and  so  we,  his  oU 
servants,  know,^  added  Linklater ;  <^  but,  woes 
me,  if  you  knew  ho  wmany  folks  make  it  their  daily 
and  nightly  purpose  to  set  his  head  against  his 
heart,  and  his  heart  agacinst  his  head— to  make 
him  do  hard  things  because  they  are  called  just, 
and  unjust  things  because  they  arc  represented 
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as  kind.  Woes  me,  it  is  with  his  Sacred  Majesty, 
and  the  favourites  who  work  upon  him,  even  ac- 
cording to  the  homdy  proverb,\  that  men  taunt 
my  calling  with — ^  God  sends  good  meat,  but 

the  devil  sends  eooks.^  ^ 

f 
<^  It  Mgnifies  not  talking  of  it,  my  good  friend,^ 

siud  Nigel,  '^  I  must  take  my  risk ;  my  honour 

peremptorily  demands  it.    They  may  maim  me, 

or  beggar  me,  but  they  shall  not  say  I  fled  from 

my  accusers.  My  peers  shall  hear  my  vindication.^ 

<' Your  peers  7*^  exclaimed  the  cook — ^'  Alack. 

a-day,  my  lord,  we  are  not  in  Scotland,  where  the 

nobles  can  bang  it  out  bravely,  were  it  even  with 

the  £ing  himself,  now  and  then.   This  mess  must 

be  cooked  in  the  Star-Chamber,  and  that  is  an 

oven  seven  times  heated,  my  lord;  and  yet,  if 

you  are  determined  to  see  the  King,  I  will  not 

say  but  you  may  find  some  favour,  for  he  likes 

well  any  thing  that  is  appealed  directly  to  his 

own  wisdom,  and  sometimes,  in  the  like  cases,  I 

have  known  him  stick  stiff  by  his  own  opinion, 

which  is  always  a  fair  one.    Only  mind,  if  you 

will  forgive  me,  my  lord— -mind  to  spice  high 

with  Latin ;  a  cum  or  two  of  Greek  would  not 

19 
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be  amiss,  and  if  yoa  can  bring  in  any  thing  about 
the  judgment  of  Solomon,  in  the  original  He- 
brew, and  season  with  a  meny  jest  or  so,  the  dish 
will  be  the  more  palatable.  Truly,  I  think,  that 
besides  my  skill  in  art,  I  owe  much  to  the  stripes 

« 

of  the  Rector  of  the  High-School,  who  imprint- 
ed on  my  mind  that  cooking  scene  in  the  Heau* 
tontimorumenos.^ 

<^  Leaving  that  aside,  my  friend,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  ''  can  you  inform  me  which  way  I 
will  most  readily  get  to  the  sight  and  speedi  of 
theKmg?^ 

*^  To  the  sight  of  him  readily  enough,^  said 
Linklater ;  *'  he  is  galloping  about  these  aDeys 
to  see  them  strike  the  hart,  to  get  him  an  appe. 
tite  for  a  nooning,  and  that  reminds  me  I  should 
be  in  the  kitdien.  To  the  speech  of  the  Sing 
you  will  not  come  so  easily,  unless  you  oonld 
dither  meet  him  alone,  which  rarely  chances,  or 
wait  for  him  among  the  crowd  that  go  to  see  him 
alight  And  now,  fareweU,  my  lord^  and  God 
speed ;  if  I  could  do  more  for  you,  I  would  o^ 
feriL" 

9 
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<<  You  have  done  enough,  perfaapsy  to  endan- 
ger youndfy^  said  Lord  Glcnvarlooh.  <<  I  pray 
you  to  be  gone,  and  leave  me  to  my  fate.^ 

The  honest  cook  lingered^  but  a  nearer  burst 
of  the  hocns  apprised  him  that  there  was  no  time 
to  lose ;  and  acqmdnting  Nigel  that  he  would 
leave  the  postern-door  on  the  latah  to  secure  his 
retreat  in  that  directioOyhe  bade  God  bkss  him, 
and  fivewell. 

In  the  kindnem  of  this  humble  countryman, 
flowing  partly  from  national  partiality,  pardy 
ftom  a  sense  of  long-remembered  bmefits,  which 
had  been  scarce  thought  on  by  those  who  had 
bestowed  them,  Lord  Glenvarlodi  thought  he 
saw  the  last  touch  of  sympathy  which  he  was 
to  recnve  in  this  cold  and  courtly  region,  and 
felt  that  he  must  now  be  suflScient  to  himself,  or 
be  utterly  lost 

He  traveised  more  than  one  alley,  ginded  by 
the  sounds  of  the  chaoe,  and  met  several  of  the 
inferior  attendants  upon  the  King^s  sport,  who 
rq;arded  him  only  as  one  of  the  spectators  who 
were  sometimes  permitted  to  enter  the  Park  by 

VOL.  iir.  F 
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the  oamtfrence  of  the  offcttm  about  tlie  court. 
Still  there  was  no  ^ipeanoioe  of  James,  or  asjr 
of  his  principal  courtiers,  and  Nigel  began  to 
think  whedier,  at  the  risk  of  incufiiog  dtsgrsoe 
nmilar  to  that  which  had  attended  the  radi  ex- 
ploit of  Richie  MonipUes,  he  should  not  rqisir 
to  the  Pahice-gate,  in  order  to  addteaa  the  Kiag 
on  his  return,  when  Eortone  presented  to  bin 
the  opportunity  of  doing  so,  in  her  own  way. 

He  was  in  one  of  those  long  walks  by  wUdi 
the  Park  was  trayersed,  when  he  heard  fint  s 
distant  rustling,  then  the  rapid  a|qmMidi<rf'hooli 
shaking  the  firm  earth  on  which  he  stood ;  dies 
a  distant  halloo^  waned  by  which  he  stood  up 
by  the  side  of  the  ayenue,  leaving  fiee  room  for 
the  pasti^  of  the  chase.  The  stag,  reding,  oo- 
▼ered  with  foam,  and  blackened  with  sweat.  In 
nostrils  expanded  as  he  gasped  for  breath,  nsdc 
a  shift  to  oome  up  as  far  as  where  Nigel  stood,  and, 
without  turning  to  bay ,  was  there  pulled  down  by 
two  tall  grey  hounds  of  the  breed  still  used  by  ths 
hardy  deer-stalkers  of  the  Scottish  HighhsMfa, 
but  which  has  been  lol^;  unknown  in  Engfaoid 
One  dog  struck  at  the  buck^s  throat,  another  dad)- 
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ed  his  sharp  nose  and  fangs,  I  might  abnost  saj, 
into  the  animal^s  bowels.  It  would  ha^e  been  na^ 
tural  for  Lord  Glenvarlodi,  himself  persecuted  ai 
if  by  hunters,  to  have  thought  upon  the  occamoh 
like  the  melancholy  Jaques ;  but  habit  is  a  strange 
matter,  and  I  fear  that  his  feelings  on  the  oocarion 
were  rather  those  of  the  practised  huntsman  than 
of  the  moralist  He  had  no*  time,  however/ to 
indulge  them,  for  mark  what  fbilowed« 

A  single  horseman  followed  the  chase,  upon  a 
steed  so  thoroughly  subjected  to  the  rein,  that  it 
obeyed  the  touch  of  the  bridte  as  if  it  had  been  a 
mechanical  impulse  operating  on  the  nicest  jnece 
of  madiinery ;  so  that,  seated  deep  in  bis  demi- 
pique  saddle,  and  so  trussed  up  there  as  to  make 
falling  almost  impossible,  the  rider,  without  either 
fear  or  hentation,  might  increase  or  diminish  the 
speed  at  which  he  rode,  which,  even  on  the  most 
animating  occasions  of  the  chase,  seldom  exceed- 
ed  three^fourths  of  a  gallop,  the  horse  keeping 
his  haunches  under  him,  and  never  stretching 
forward  beyond  the  managed  pace  of  the  acade- 
my. The  security  with  which  he  chose  to  prose- 
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f frte  mm  tUs  £|VDijvite,  wd,  in  the  onlinarj 
QMe^  KWiewhlit  daiig«ioi|s  anusementy  as  well  as 
tbe  iwt  ctf  1|U  «|iiip9g<9>  marked  ICng  Janes. 
No  aUmdant  ^iis  iBlhio  vght  r  indeed^  it  was 
oiteo  a  li^e  itiiiiQ  of  AaM^  to  penaittde  Sove- 
iIHgA  Ipaupppte  he  bad  outsidden  and  disiaoccd 
aU  tbo  vest  of  the  dia9e. 

^<  Weal  dune,  Bash^weel  dune,  Battie  r  be 
exclaimed,  aa  b^  came  up.  <'  By  the  bonottr  cf 
^  kio^i  ya  are  a  credit  to  tbe  Braea  of  Balwbi- 
tb^r  !-*-Hafid  my  hone,  man,^  be  called  out  to 
Kigd,  iritbwt  stopping  to  aee  to  whom  he  ad* 
dsmed  httMalf— ^*  Hand  my  naiy,  and  hdp  me 
dwn  out  o*  tb?  fiaddle-f-do'il  dii^your  aanl,  sir- 
iab>  wan  yo  mak  bai^  befeve  tbea^lasy  sawiks 
oome  upm4iaud  the  r^  easyf-dimui  let  Iub 
•verve— ooiir,  baud  thestbrrupi-ptbatwill  do^maa, 
andnowveareoatarmfinna.^  80  say ing,  with- 
out caating  an  eye  oa  Im  asBwIaotv  gentle  King 
JaiMie,  unshe4tbiQg  tbe  shout  dwp  hanger^  {am- 
tem  de  ^hcmc^  vbich  was  the  only  thing  sp> 
proacbiag  to  a  swoid  tbat  be  could  willii^y  ea- 
dure  tbe  sight  of,  drew  tbe  Uade  with  great  sa- 
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tirfaetkm  across  die  tbroirt  of  the  btick^  and  put 
an  end  at  oiice  to  its  struggles  and  its  agotaies. 

Lord  GlenYaf loeb,  who  ktieir  wtH  tbe  9f IVaA 
duty  whieh  the  oobasiM  dAxMoidsd^  hoAg  tiie 
bridle  of  the  Eihg"^  palft^y  on  the  brftneb  of  a 
tree,  and  kneding  duteMsly  down^  tuHied  die 
slaughtered  deer  upbn  ita  back^  ahd  kept  die 
quarrte  in  that  position,  #hile  the  Kmg,  too  iiU 
tent  npon  hl6  sport  td  obft^e  a^y  thiiig  else, 
drew  his  couJUau  down  the  brea6t  of  the  atiinted ^ 
secimdiwn  arieth ;  and  hayufij^  nade  il  cross  cut, 
flo  as  to  ascertain  die  depth  of  the  fat  upon  die 
<Ae^t,  exclaimed,  in  a  sort  of  rapture,  ^*  Three 
inches  of  white  fat  on  the  brisket  !-«prime— prime, 
as  I  am  a  crowned  anner— and  de^il  ane  o^  the  la2y 
loons  in  but  mysell  I  Seven— aught— aught  tines 
ontheanders*  ByG^^,ahartofatightdnes,and 
the  first  of  the  season  i  Baeli  and  Battie,  blessings 
on  the  hearf  8-root  of  ye !  1RubA  m^i  my  bairns, 
buss  me*^  The  dogs  acootding^y  ikwned  upon 
him^  licked  hiin  with  bloody  jaws,  ahd  soon  put 
him  in  such  a  state  that  it  might  have  seemed 
treason  had  been  doing  its  full  work  upon  his 
ancnnted  body.    '^  Bide  doun,  with  a  mischief  to 
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ye*^de*doun,  with  a  wanioD,**cried  the  King, 
alfDOftt  ovOTturned  by  the  obstrcperous  caresses 
of  the  laige  staghounda.  ^^  But  jre  sste  just  like 
ither  folks,  {pe  je  an  inch  and  ye  take  -MJa  elL — 
And  whaonay.ye  be,  friend  ?^  he  said,  aowfind* 
iqg  leisure  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  NigeU  and  ob- 
serving what  in  his  first  emotion  of  qrlvstn  de- 
light had  escaped  him, — ^^  Ye  are  nane  of  oar 
train,  man.  In  the  name  of  God,  what  the  devil 
are  ye  ?** 

**  An  unfortunate  man,  ure,^  replied  NigeL 
.  '^  I  dare  say  tbat,^  answered  the  King,  snap 
pishly,  **  or  I  wad  have  seen  naething  of  yon. 
My  lieges  keep  a**  their  happmess  to  themsdves, 
but  let  bowls  row  wrang  w^  them,  and  I  am  sore 
to  bear  of  it"^ 

^^  And  to  whom  else  can  we  carry  our  ooai« 
plaints  but  to  your  Majesty,  who  is  Heaven^s 
vicegerent  over  us  ?*  answered  Nigel. 

*^  Right,  man,  right— very  weel  spoken,^  nid 
the  King ;  *<  but  ye  should  leave  Heaven^s  vice- 
gerent some  quiet  on  earth,  too.^  . 

*^  Ifyour  Majesty  will  Iook*on  mo,'*^for  hither- 
to the  King  had  been  so  busy,  first  with  the  dogs. 
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and  tlMQ  with  the  mystic  opemtioa  al  brmMingf 
in  Tolgar  phrase,  cuttii^  up  the.deer,  that  he 
had  scarce  fpwen  his  asnstaat  above  a  transient 
glance,)  ^  you  will  see  whom  neces^ty  makes 
bold  to  ayaii  himself  of  an  opportunity  whieh 
may  never  again  ooour.^ 

King  James  looked;  his  blood  1^  his  cheek, 
though  it  continued  stained  with  that  of  the  ani« 
mal  wUch  lay  at  bis  feet,  he  dropped  the  knife 
from  his  hand,  cast  behind  him  a  faultering  eye, 
as  if  he  either  meditated  ffight  or  locdied  out  for. 
assisfanre,  and  then  exclaimed,— ^^  filenvar^ 
lochides !  as  sur^  as  I  was  cbiistened  James  Stu» 
art  Hereis  a  bonny  spot  of  work,  and  me  alone, 
and  on  foot  too  T  he  added^  bustling  to  get  upon 
hb  horse. 

**  Forgive  me  that  I  interrupt  you,  my  ii^,^ 
aaid  Nigel,  placing  himself  between  the  King  and 
the  steed ;  *<  hear  me  bnt  a  moment.^ 

'*  ni  hear  ye  best  on  luHrseback,^  said  the- 
Hang.  <<  I  canna  hear  a  word  on  foot,  man,  not 
a  word ;  and  it  is  not  seonly  to  stand  cheek-for« 
chowl  conAronting  us  that  gate.  Bide  out  of  our 


8S  THE  FOBTVNSa  OF  IflGBL. 

gBtey  UTf  we  AuBgt  jomf  od  your  rilfgiawf  — 
The  dell'a  ia  thm  ft%  wiMt  on  Ihej  be  doiiig  r 

^  By  the  crown  which  you  wear,  mj  lMge»" 
sttd  Nigdi,  ^  and  for  vhidi  my  mmultam  hswe 
worthHj  fo«i|^t,  I  eoo^ure  you  to  be  compoaidj 
and  to  hear  me  but  a  mompnt  T 

That  which  he  Mked  waa  mimiy  oat  of  the 
MoBarch^a  power  to  granL  The  tinidUy  which 
he  ihewed  waa  not  the  plain  downright  oomatd- 
ioe,  whidiy  like  a  natond  ui^ulfle,  ceaqpda  a  man 
to  light,  and  which  cmi  eicite  little  hot  pity  or 
ooBlempt,  bote. much  more  ludicmaa,  as  wdl  at 
more  mingled  aeniatioii.  The  poor  King  wat 
frightened  at  onoe  and  ai^iy,  deaivoaa  of  aeok 
ring  hiB  Bafiety,  and  at.  the  same  time  aakanaad  to 
compromise  his  dignity ;  so  that,  without  nItfldU 
ing  to  what  Lord  Glcnyarioch  emkayonred  to  ci* 
phua,  he  kept  making  at  hia  horse,  and  repealiii||^ 
«  We  are  a  fme  Kiiq;,  man-««we  ase  n  free  Sag 
— we  will  not  be  eoBtro)ied  fay  a  aabjBctf— In  the 
mmieof6od,whatkecpa8teenieP  And,pnaaBd 
be  his  name,  th^  are  coaung^-flyio^ 
here  ■■  Stccnie,  Steeaie!** 
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The  Dake  of  Bttcidi^(lMkai  gaUoptd  ap,  Jc^ 
lowed  by  Bewerti  oourtiers  «od  muoitshltB  of  tht 
rojal  chase,  and  eofluneiicedi  wkK  his  usual  fa* 
miliorily/^^^  I  see  Fortone  has  graced  oiir  dear 
dad,  as  usual.-- But  whal'a  tins  ?"* 

'<  What  is  it?  It  is  tKasoo,  iSsr  wfaM  I  ken,"* 
said  the  Kmg;  ^aada^yourwjPteySteenie^  Youv 
dear  dad  and  gossip  niglit  have  beett- muideKd^ 
what  for  you  ear&^ 

^Murdered?  Seen^e the ^Mn T ezehMStd 
the  Duke.  ^  By  Hearen,  it  is  Olifaunt  hias. 
sdf  r  AdoaenofthehttotersdisBiouttledatoDeiy 
letting  their  horses  run  wild  through  the  park* 
Some  seiaed  roughly  on  Lord  Oknvarioch^  who 
thought  it  feUy  to  dfcr  resistanoe,  while  othcn 
busied  themselves  with  the  King.  **  Are  y«a 
wounded,  my  liege— are  you  wounded  ?** 

•^  Not  that  I  ken  of,""  sud  the  King,  in  the 
paroxysm  of  his  apprebenrion,  (wfiicb^  by  the 
way,  might  be  pardoned  in  one  of  so  timorous  a 
temper,  and  who,  in  his  time,  had  been  exposed 
to  so  many  strange  attempts)— <<  Not  that  I  ken 
of«»but  search  him— search  him*    I  am  sure  I 
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aaw  fire4inii8  under  luui  tjoak.  I  am  suit  I  mell- 
ed  powder— I  md  doom^s  sure  of  that^ 
.  Lord  GleuTerioch'^s  doak  being  stiijqied  off, 
aad  his  fustola  discovered,  there  was  a  shoat  of 
wonder  and  of  execration  on  the  supposed  crioi- 
nal  purpose^arose  &oin  the  crowds  tiow  thkkeniog 
eveiy  moment  Not  that  celebrated  pisud,irladi, 
though  i^esting  on  a  bosom  as  gallant  and  SB  loyal 
as  NigePs,  spread  such  eausdess  alarm  among 
kn^bts«nd  dames  at  a  late  high  sdemiu^—wA 
that  very  pistol  ^caused  more  temporary  oomter- 
nation  than  was  so  groundlessly  excited  by  the 
arms  which  were  taken  from  Lord  Glemrsikdi's 
person ;  and  not  Mhic-Allastair^More  himadf, 
could,  repel  wkh  greater  scorn  and  indigostioD, 
the  insinuations  that  they  were  worn  for  say  si- 
nister purposes. 

'.  ^^  Away  with  the  wretch— the  purricide— die 
Uoody-miodedvillain  T  was  echoedon  all  bands; 
and  the  King,  who  naturally  enough  set  the 
same  value  on  his  own  life  at  which  it  wss,  or 
seemed  to  be,  rated  by  others,  cried  out,  louder 
than  all  the  rest,  **  Ay,  ay— «tway  with  hiin.  I 
have  had  enough  of  him,  and  so  has  the  country. 
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But  do  himao  bodily  banofr— 4uid,  for  God^s  sake, 
airs,  if  ye  ore  sore  tjiat  ye  have  thoroughly  dis- 
armed  him,  put  up  your  6Words»  dirksy  and 
skenes,  for  you  noil  <iert;aiiily  do  etch  other  a 

There  was  a  speedy  sheaibiiig  of  w^iqpoos  at 
the  KiugV  oommand ;  for  those  who  had  hither* 
to  been  brandishing  them  in  h>yal  bravado,  be« 
gon  thmby  to  call  to  mind  the  extreme  dislike 
which  his  Majesty  nourished  against  naked  steel, 
a  foiUe  which  seemed  to  be  as  constitutional  as 
hb  timidity,  and  was  usually  ascribed  to  the  bru- 
tal  murder  of  Rizio  having  been  perpetrated  in 
his  unfortunate  mother^s  presence  befove  he  yet 
saw  the  light. 

At  this  moment,  the  Prince,  who  had  been 
hunting  in  «  different  part  of  the  then  extenave 
Park,  and  had  received  some  hasty  and  confused 
information  of  what  was  going  forward,  came 
rapidly  up,  with  one  or  two  noblemen  in  his  train, 
and  amongst  others  Lord  Dalgaimo.  He  sprung 
from  his  horse,  and  asked  eagerly  if  his  father 
were  wounded. 
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<<  Not  thflt  I  tm  s^idbie  of,  Baby  Charles— 
but  a  wee  nkatter  exhausted,  with  smigg^iiig  an* 
gkJianded  with  the  attest* — Ste^rie^  fill  us  a 
eup  of  wiae^^he  leathern  hottk  ia  bangiag  at 
our  pommel.— Buss  me  then.  Baby  Gharfes^** 
continued  the  monarch,  after  he  had  taken  this 
eup  of  oomfort ;  *^  0  min,  the  Conutaonwedhh 
and  you  hate  had  a  fair  euape  flMm  the  heikyy  and 
bloody  loss  of  a  dear  Irtheiri  ibr  we  are  /MfeUff 
jMlrfar,  as  weel  as  jMil^,^NiiJfld»>— Qnts  darfderM 
$ii  pmhr  mU  tnodus  iam  e&ri  eapUU  /^^Wee  ia 
ide,  Mack  doth  wouM  hate  been  deir  ia  Baf« 
land,  and  dry  eVn  sdUM  !"* 

And  at  the  very  idea  of  the  general  ipfief  whiok 
must  have  attended  his  death,  the  good-oiaturei 
monarch  cried  hetttily  himsdf. 

«<  Is  this  possible  ?"*  said  Charles  sternly;  Ibr 
his  pride  was  hurt  at  his  fiither*s  demeanour  on 
the  one  hand,  while,  on  the  other,  he  f^t  the  re* 
sentment  of  a  son  and  a  subject,  at  the  supposed 
attempt  on  the  King^s  life.  '*  Let  some  one  speak 
who  has  Men  whathttppened->-My  Lord  of  Buck- 
ingham T 


<^  I  oAD^ot  fmy%  my  lord^''  f  ^ied  the  Duke, 
^<  ih4t  I  saw  uny  aetufd  violence  offbr^  tp  bis 
Majesty,  eb^  I  sh^ukl  hi^ve  avenge(l  biin  op  the 

<<  You  would  have  dwe  wrong  then  ui  your 
seal)  George,^  an^weved  the  Prince  i  ^^  aueh  of<- 
fenders  were  better  left  to  he  dealt  wldi  by  the 
laws.  Bttt  was  the  viUma  not  strugi^g  with  bis 
Majesty  ?^ 

<'  I  cannot  term  it  so^  my  lorc^^  said  the  Duke, 
who,  with  many  faults*  would  have  dis^ibied  an 
untruth;  ^^  he  seemed  to  desire  to  detain  his 
Majesty,  who,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  wish 
to  mount  his  horse ;  but  they  have  found  pistols 
on  his  person,  eontrary  to  the  prodamatkm,  and 
as  it  pmves  to  be  Nigel  Qli&unt,  of  whose  ungo^ 
▼erned  di^Maition  your  Boyal  Highness  has  seen 
some  samples,  we  seem  to  be  justified  in  appre« 
bending  the  worst.^ 

<<  Nigel  Olifaunt !"  siud  the  Pruioe ;  <'  can  that 
unhappy  man  so  soon  have  engaged  in  a  new 
trespass  ?  Let  me  see  those  pistols.^ 

^  Ye  are  not  so  unwise  as  to  meddle  with  such 
snap-hauQces,  Baby  Charles?**  said  Jame»^*^  Do 
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not  gt?e  hin  them,  Sleeme*---!  oomraand  yon  on 
youraU^ionce.  They  may  go  eff  of  their  own 
aocofd,  whilk  often  befidb^—Yoa  will  do  it  then  ? 
—Saw  ever  man  oe  wilful  bairns  as  we  ore  cam- 
beitd  with !— Havena  we  guardsmai  and  soldiers 
enow,  but  ye  must  unload  the  weapons  yoursdl 
— you,  the  heir  of  oar  body  and  dignities,  and  ase 
mony  men  around  that  are  paid  for  venturing  fife 
in  our  cause  ?** 

But  without  regardmg  his  father's  exdams. 
tions,  Prinoe  Charles,  widi  the  obstinacy  wfaidi 
diaraeterised  him  in  trifles>  as  welLas  matten  of 
consequence,  persisted  in  unloading  the  pistob 
with  his  own  hand,  of  the  double  bulleta  with 
which  eadi  was  charged.  The  hands  of  all  around 
were  hdd  up  in  astonishment  at  the  horrR*  of  the 
crime  supposed  to  haTe  been  intended,  and  the 
escqie  which  was  presumed  so  narrow. 

Nigel  had  not  yet  spoken  a  word-— he  now 
calmly  deured  to  be  heard. 

^  To  what  purpose  P*  answered  die  Prince 
coldly.  <*  Youknewj^ouradfaoettsedof  aheavy 
o&noe,  and  instead  of  rendering  yeuraelf  up  to 
jusUce,  in  terms  ci  the  proclamation,  you  an 
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here  fcmnd  iatruding  youmlf  on  hia  Majesty^ 
presence^  and  armed  with  unlawful  weapons.^ 

<*  May  it  please  you,  nr,*"  answered  Nigal»  ^*  I 
wore  these  unhappy  weapons  for  my  own  de- 
fence ;  and  not  Tery  many  hours  since,  they  were 
necessary  to  protect  the  lives  of  others.^ 

«  Doubtless,  my  lord,^  answered  the  Prince, 
still  calm  and  unmoved,-—^*  your  late  mode  ci 
life,  and  the  associates  with  whom  you  have  livedo 
have  made  you  familiar  with  scenes  and  weapons 
of  ^oleBoe;  But  it  is  not  to  me  you*  are  to  plead 
your  caus^.^ 

*^  Hear  me-^ear  me,  noble  Prince,^  said  Ni- 
gel eagerly.  **  Hear  me !  You— even  you  your- 
self— may  one  dqr  ask  to  be  heard,  and  in  vaio.** 

**  How,  sir,^  said  the  Prince,  haugfatOy— - 
*^  how  am  I  to  construe  that,  my  lord  ?^ 

^*  If  not  on  earth,  rir,^  replied  the  prisoner, 
*^  yet  to  Heaven  we  must  all  pray  for  patient  and 
favourable  audience.^ 

<*  True,  my  lord,^  said  the  Prince,  bending  his 
head  with  haughty  acquiescence ;  **  nor  would  I 
now  refuse  such  audience  to  you,  could  it  avail 
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you.    But  you  shall  wSer  do  wrong.    We  viU 
ounelTes  look  into  your  oue.^ 

'<  Ay,  ay,""  answered  the  Kiog,  "  he  hsth 
mads  lypdlo/jo  od  C(flBftaf«m--ve  wiU  intei^^ 
GlenTsrlocfaides  ourselTes,  time  and  place  fittang ; 
and,  in  the  mean  whUe,  have  him  and  his  wea- 
pons away,  for  I  am  weary  of  the  sight  of  them."* 

laoopsequenee  of  directkms  hastilj  g^vcn,  Ni- 
gd  was  aeoordia^y  removed  from  tlie  presence, 
wfaeie,  however,  his  woids  had  not  allogedier 
fiJlen  to  the  ground.  <<  This  is  a  most  rtrangr 
matter,  Grecnge^^  said  the  Prince  to  the  frvour- 
ite ;  *<  this  gentlaockan  hath  a  good  eountenaace, 
a  happy  presence,  and  much  eafan  firnineas  in  hit 
look  and  speech*  I  cannot  think  he  would  sl- 
tempt  a  crime  so  deiperate  and  oseleae.^ 

^'  I  profess  neither  lore  nor  fav<Nir  to  the  yoong 
man,^  answered  Buckingham,  whose  high-qsrit- 
ad  ambition  bore  stways  an  open  charartrr; 
*<  but  I  cannot  but  agree  with  your  Kghnetfi 
that  our  dear  gossip  bath  been  aomelliing  hsity 
m  appiehendii^  personal  danger  from  Unu^ 

<(By  mjsaul,  Steenie,  y e  are  ooi  blate^  tosiy 
so,"*  said  the  Cng.    <<Do  Inot  ken  thesmdiof 
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pouther,  think  ye?  Who  etK  nosed  out  thef 
fifth  of  November,  save  our  royal  tdves  ?  Cedl^ 
and  Suffolk;  and  all  of  ffaem^  were  at  fault,  like 
sae  mony  mongrdi  tykes,  when  I  puaded  it  out ; 
and  titiwye  that  I  cannoC  smdl  pouther  ?  Why,- 
VbhxN],  man,  Joannes  Bareiaius  thought  my  in* 
gine  was  in  some  measure  inqfnration,  and  terms 
his  hbtory  of  the  plot,  Series  paiefiuA  divimUue 
parricidii ;  and  Spondanus^  in  like  manner,  saith 
of  us,  DMnUui  evasit^ 

^  The  land  was  happy  in  your  Majesty's 
escape,*"  said  die  Duke  of  Buckingham,  *'  and 
not  less  in  the  quick  wit  which  tracked  that  laby^ 
rinth  of  treason  by  so  fine  and  almost  invisible 
a  dew." 

"  Saul,  man,  Steenie,  ye  are  right !  There 
are  few  youths  have  sic  true  judgment  as  you, 
respecting  the  wisdom  of  their  elders  ;  and  as  for 
this  fause  traiterous  smaik,  I  doubt  he  is  a  hawk 
of  the  same  n^t.  Saw  ye  not  something  papisti- 
cal about  hiffl?  Let  him  look  that  he  bears  not 
a  crudfix,  or  some  sic  Roman  trinket,  about  htm.'" 

^  It  would  ill  become  me  to  attempt  the  ex- 
culpation  of  this  unhappy  man,"  said  Lord  Dal* 

VOL.  III.  G 
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game,  '^oonsiderhig  the  height  of  his 
attempt,  which  has  made  all  true  aaea^s  Uood 
curdle  in  dieir  veias.  Yet  I  eaanot  aFosd  uni- 
mating,  with  all  due  submisooa  to  hia  lfia|estj*s 
infallible  judgment,  in  justice  to  one  who  ahewed 
himaelf  fbnnerly  only  my  enemy,  though  he  nav 
displays  himself  in  much  blacker  colours,  tint  tins 
Olifaunt  always  appeared  to  me  more  as  a  Pa- 
ritan  than  as  a  Papist.^ 

*^  Ah,  Dalgamo,  art  thou  there,  man  F*  said 
the  King.  <^  And  ye  bdioved  to  keep  bade,  too, 
and  leave  us  to  our  own  natural  strength  and  the 
care  of  ProTidenoe,  when  we  were  in  gripa  with 
the  villain  T 

^<  Providence,  may  it  please  your  most  Graci- 
ous Majesty,  would  not  fail  to  aid,  in  such  a 
straight,  the  earn  of  tbrse  wee[nng  kingdoms,^ 
said  Lord  Dalgamo« 

Surely,  man^-surely,**  replied  the  King-— 
but  a  sight  of  your  father,  with  his  long  whia- 
yard,  would  have  be^  a  blithe  matter  a  short 
while  syne ;  and  in  future  we  will  aid  the  endsof 
Providence  in  our  favour,  by  keeping  near  us 
two  stout  beef-^eaters  of  the  guard.— And  ao  this 
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Olifmint  is  a  Puritaa  ?•— •not  tile  less  like  to  be  a 
PafHftt^  Ibr  all  that-^ibr  extremUicft  ntet,  as  the 
scboliait  prov^tb.'  There  ar«,  M  I  have  proved 
in  my  book,  Piiritanft  6f  pajpistkal  pjiMiplefrp-^it 
18  just  a  new  tout  on'an  aiild  bQBb.^ 

Here  Che  King  was  rekniaded  by  diePrinee,  wbo 
dreaded  perba|>s  that  he.  i^as  goings  to  nedts  the 
whole  BasiUcon  Doron,  that  it  woidd  be  best  to 
move  towttrda  the  Palace,  and  consider  what  was 
to  be  done  for  satisfying  the  public  mind,  in  whom 
the  mornillg^s  adviaa^ire  was  like  to  exdle^nmeh 
speccdatioo.  As  they  entered  the  gate  of  the 
Paliee,  a  female  bowed  and  )»esented  a  papery 
which  the  King  recetved,  and  with  a  sort  of  gnNur, 
thrust  it  ittto  hia  sidc^-pocket  The  Prince-ex* 
pressed  some  curicisity  to  know  its.eontenta. 
*<  The  valet  in  waiting  will  teU  you  them,^  juiid 
the  King,  ^^  when  I  strip  off  my  cassock.  D^ye 
think.  Baby,  that  I  cafti  read  all  that  is  thrust 
into  my  hands  ?  See  to  me,  man,^^«(tie  pointed 
to  the  pockets  of  hia  great  trunk  l»eechas,  which 
were  stuflbd  with  pqwrs)— ^'  We  are  like,  an  ass 
— -that  we  should  so  speak — stooping  betwii^t 
two  burdens.  Ay,  ay,  AsmusJbrHs  accumbans 
inier  Urmino^  as  the  Vulgate  hath  it-r-Ay,  ay, 
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VitU  Utrim  guod  es&H  cptima^  et  n^pomti  A». 
merum  nd  porUmdum^  ^JbcHUMm  tribuiis  ur^ 
•oiens*  I  saw  this  land  of  Eng^d^  and  became 
an  ovsr-burlhaned  kin^  thereof.^ 

«  You  are  indeed  well  loaded^  my  dear  dad 
and  goanp,^  said  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  re- 
cdving  the  pepeis  which  King  Jamea  emptied 
out  of  hia  pockets. 

^*  Ay,  ay,^  contintted  the  motaatdi ;  ^<  take 
them  to  youjpcr  av9t4UmiWh  bairn»^*4he  one 
pouch  stuffed  with  pefitioo%  tVither  with  paaqui^ 
nadoes ;  a  fine  time  wa  lunre  on^t  On  my  eon- 
sdenoe,  I  believe  the  tale  of  Caifaftus  was  hieto- 
glyphical,  and  that  the  dragoons  teeth  wfailk  he 
sowed  were  the  letters  he  invented.  Ye  are 
laughing,  Baby  Cfaatles  P-^lMKod  what  I  say.— - 
When  I  came  hers  first  firae  our  ain  countiy, 
where  the  men  are  as  rude  as  the  weather,  fay 
my  consdence,  England  was  a  biddy  bit;  one 
would  have  thought  the  King  had  httle  to  do 
but  to  walk  by  quiet  waters,  per  iBqumm  refko^ 
IJoiii#«  But  I  kenna  how  or  why,  the  place  is  sair 
changed— read  that  libel  upon  us  vA  on  oor 
regimen.  The  dragon^s  teeth  are  sown,  Bdiy 
Cfaarks;  I  pray  God  diey  beama  their  armed 
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harvest  in  yout  day,  if  I  suld  not  U?^  to  $ee  it 
God  forbid  I  should,  for  there  will  be  an  uwM 
day^s  kempiog  at  the  ehearing  of  thcm,^ 

<^  I  shall  know  bow  to  stifle  the  crop  in  the 
blade,-*ha,  George  T  said  the  Prince^  turning  to 
the  favtHirite  with  a  look  expressive  of  some  con* 
tempt  for  his  father^s  apprehensions,  and  full  of 
oonfidenoe  in  the  superior  lirmness  and  deetaum 
of  bis  own  counaels^ 

While  this  disoourse  was  pasnog,  Nigel,  in 
diarge  of  a  poursinvant«t-anns,  was  pushed  and 
dragged  through  the  small  town,  all  the  inhalnt* 
ants  of  which,  having  been  alarmed  by  the  re* 
port  of  an  attack  on  the  King's  HTe,  now  pressed 
forward  to  see  the  supposed  traitor.  Amid  the 
confusion  of  the  moment,  he  could  descry  the  face 
of  the  victualler,  arrested  into  a  stare  of  stolid 
wonder,  and  that  of  the  barber  grinning  betwixt 
horror  and  eager  curiosity.  He  thought  that  he 
also  had  a  glimpse  of  his  waterman  in  the  green 
jacket 

He  had  no  time  for  remarks,  being  placed  in 
a  boat  with  the  poursuivant  and  two  yeomen  of 
the  guard,  and  rowed  up  the  river  as  fast  as  the 
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arms  of  six  stout  watermeii  oould  pull  against  the 
tide.  They  passed  the  groves  of  masts  whidteveD 
then  astonished  the  strange  with  the  extended 
comineroe  of  London,  and  now  approached  those 
low.and  Uaekened  walls  of  curtain  and  bastioB, 
which  exhibit  heve  and  there  a<piece  of  ordnanoey 
and  here  and  there  a  solitary  sentinel  under  arms, 
but  haneotherwise  so  tittle  of  the  military  terrors 
of  adtadel.  A  projecting  low-browed  arch,  which 
had  l^mred  o^er  maiqr  an  innocent,  and  many  a 
guil^  head,  in  similar  circumstances,  now  spitaJ 
its  dark  frowns  orer  that  of  Nigel.  The  boat  was 
put  dose  'Up  to  the  broad  stepsagdtist  which  the 
tide  was  lapping  its  Issy  wave.  .  The  warder  on 
duty  looked.from  the  wicket,  and  spoke  with  the 
poursuivant  in  whispers.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  appeared,  receiiwd,  and 
granted  %n  acknowledgment  for  the  body  of  Ni« 
gel,  Lord  Glenvarbcb, 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Ye  towers  of  Julius !  London's  lasting  stume ; 
With  many  a -foul  and  midnight  murder  fed ! 


Such  i»  the  exclamation  oi'  Gray.  .  BandeUo, , 
long  before  him,  has  said  something  like  it ;  and 
the  same  aentiment  must  in  some  shape  or  other, 
have  frequently  occurred  to  tliose,  ,irho,  «emem-. 
bering  the  fate  of  other  captives  in  that  memora-. 
ble  state-prison,  may  have  had  but  too  much,  rea- 
son to  anticipate  their  own.  The  dark  and  low. 
arch,  which  seemed,  like  the  entrance  to  Dante^s 
Hell,  to  forlnd  hope  of  regress  the  muttered 
sounds  of  the  warders,  and  petty  formalities  ob- 
served in  opening  and  shutting  the  grated  wicket 
-—the  cold  and  constrained  salutation  of  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  fortress,  who  shewed  his  pn- 
soner  that  distant  and  measured  respect  which 
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authoritj  pays  as  a  tax  to  deoonimy  all  struck 
upon  Nigers  heart,  impresung  cm  him  the  cmel 
popacionsnesB  of  captivity. 

*^  I  am  a  prisoner,^  he  sud,  the  words  wicaiping 
from  him  almost  unawares ;  '*  I  am  a  priaoner, 
and  in  the  Tower  r 

The  Lieutenant  bowed — *'  And  it  is  my  duty,* 
he  said,  ^  to  shew  your  lordship  your  chamber^ 
where,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  my  orders  are  to 
pboe  you  under  some  restraint  I  will  make  it 
as  easy  as  my  dn^  pemutaT* 

Nigd  only  bowed  in  return  to  tUa  oooffi. 
menty  and  fiiBowed  the  lientmant  to  the  ancjent 
buildings  on  the  western  side  of  the  parade^  aad 
adjoining  to  the  duqpel,  used  in  those  days  92  a 
slate-prisao,  butinoursas  the  mess-room  of  the 
officers  of  the  guard  upon  duty  at  the  £oitiess> 
The  double  doors  were  unlocked,  the  priaooer 
"  ascended  afew  steps,  followed  by  theLientaHnt, 
and  a  warder  of  the  higher  dass.  They  entesed 
a  large,  but  irregular,  low-roofed  and  dark  ^Hit. 
roent,  exhibiting  a  very  scanty  proportion  of  fur- 
niture.  The  warder  had  orders  to  make  a  fire, 
and  attend  toLordGtenvarioch^scommairisin  all 
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tluDgs  ooDfliBteiii  with  iua  duty ;  and  the  lieute- 
nant having  made  his  reverence  with  the  cuttom-i 
aryoomplimen  t,  that  he  trusted  his  kudahip  would 
not  long  remain  under  hiaguardianship,  tooklua 
leave. 

Uigel  would  have  asked  some  questions  at  the 
warder,  who  remained  to  put  the  apartment  into 
cftdetf  but  the  man  had  eaugbt  the  i^irit  of  his 
office.  He  seemed  not  to  hear  some  of  the  prison- 
er's questions,  though  of  the  most  ordinaiy  kind, 
did  not  reply  to  others,  and  when  he  did  speak, 
it  was  in  a  short  and  sullen  tone,  which,  though 
not  positively  disrespectful,  was  sudi  as  at  least 
to  encourage  no  farther  communication. 

Nigel  left  him,  therefore,  to  do  his  work  in  Si- 
lence, and  proceeded  to  amuse  himself  with  the 
melandioly  task  of  decyphering  the  names,  mot- 
toes, verses,  and  hieroglyphics,  with  which  his 
predecessors  in  ciqitivi^  had  covered  the  walls 
of  their  prison-house.  There  he  saw  the  names 
<^  many  a  forgotten  sufferer  mingled  with  •others 
which  will  continue  in  remembnmce  until  Eng- 
lish history  shall  perish.  There  were  the  jnoos 
effusions  of  the  devout  Cath<dic,  poured  forth  on 
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Ike  eve  of  hift  ^etJing  his  profiewon  al  TyliHni, 
MJnglni  with  those  of  the  fiim  FniCeitaBty  about 
to  ted  the  files  of  SnithiflkL  Thoethe 
der  hand  of  the  imCartoAate  Jane  Grajr, 
fate  was  to  draw  tears  ffom  fiituie 
adighi be oootiasted with  the boldertoiich  which 
imiM  r  inri^  "Hr  -^  *!rr  — "^  *HFr*r  and  Biggni 
Sta^  the  proud  eoibleoi  of  thepraod  DimU^k. 
It  was  like  the  roll  of  the  prophet,  a  reoacd  of 

with  hnef  iatuticuiiops  of  lonaaatiaD.  aad 
teaees  eqaesMve  of  the  finaest  resolution. 

Id  the  sad  task  of  examiiuflg  the  misrrirs  ef 
his  prodeoeaan  in  captivitjr>  Loid  Gfasnarioch 
was  intemqiled  bj  the  sudden  qpewing  of  the 
door  «if  his  prison-room.  It  was  the  warder,  who 
caaie  to  infiana  him,  that,  by  order  of  the  Uen- 
tenant  of  the  Tower,  lus  hxddbip  was  to  have 
the  society  aad  attendanoe  of  a  fi^w-prisooer  ia 
his  place  of  ooafinoaent  .Nigel  replied  harti^, 
that  he  wished  no  attendance,  and  would  rather 
be  left  alone ;  but  the  warder  gave  him  to  iia> 
deistand,  with  a  kind  of  grumbling  dvUiiy,  that 
the  Lieutenant  was  the  best  judge  how  his  prison- 
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ers  should  be  aocommodaled,  and  that  he  would 
have  no  trouble  with  the  boy,  who  was  such  a 
dip  of  a  thing  as  watf  scarce  worth  turning  a  key 
upon««^<^  There,  Oiles,^  he  said,  <<  bring  the 
child  in.^ 

•  Another. warder  put  the  *  lad  before  him^  into 
the  room,  and  both  withdrawing,  bolt  crashed 
and  chain  clanged,  as  diey  replaced  these  pon- 
derous obstacles  to  freedom.  The  boy  was  clad 
in  a  grey  suit  of  the  finest  cloth,  laid  down  with 
stiver  lace,  with  a  buff«coloured'  cloak  of  the  same 
pattern.  His  cap,  which  was  a  Montero  of  black 
velvet,  was  pulled  over  his  brows,  and,  with  the 
pffofurion  of  his  long  ringlets,  almost  concealed 
fab  &ce» .  He  stood  on  the  very  spot  where  the 
warder  had  quitted  his  collar,  about  two  stq>s 
fkaa^  the  door  of  the  apartment,  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ground,  and  every  j<Nnt  trembling  with  con- 
fusion  and  terror.  *  Nigel  could  well  have  dis- 
pensed with  his. society,  but  it  was  not  in  his  na^ 
ture  to  behold  distress,  whether  of  body  or  mind, 
without  endeavouring  to  relieve  it. 

'^  Cheer  up,^  he  said,/*  my  pretty  lad.  We  are 
to  be  companions,  it  seems,  for  a  little  time-»at 
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companioD,  who  wishes  to  be  kind  to  you,  would 
you  but  teach  him  how  he  can  be  so.* 

<<  Sir— my  lord  I  mean,^  answered  the  boy 
very  timidly,  and  in  a  nnoe  which  could  nane 
be  heard  eTen  across  the  brief  distance  which  di- 
vided  them,  **  you  are  very  good— and  I—^d 
▼cry  unhappy— ''^ 

A  aeeood  fit  of  tears  intermpted  whatdaeiie 
had  intended  to  say,  and  it  required  a  venewidflf 
Lord  GlenvarloGh>  good*natured  expofitubdoos 
and  enooungements,  to  bring  him  onoe  mareto 
such  composure  as  rendered  the  kd  capabk  of 
expressmg  himself  intelligibly.  At  laigth,  hot- 
ever,  he  was  able  to  say — <<  I  am  sensible  of  jour 
goodness,  ray  lord—- and  grateful  for  it--iu(  I 
am  a  poor  unhappy  creature,  and,  what  is  worse, 
have  myself  only  to  thank  for  my  misfoftuaoS' 

<<  We  are  seldom  absolutely  misenUe,  ny 
young  acquaintance^^  said  Nigel,  <<  without  b^ 
ing  ourselves  more  or  less  responsible  far  it-I 
may  well  say  so,  otherwise  I  had  not  beeo  kf^ 
to-day — but  you  are  very  young,  and  csa  btve 
but  little  to  answer  for.^    - 
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<*  O  sir  !  I  wi&h  I  could  say  so-— I  have  been 
self-willed  and  obstinate— and  rash  and  ungo- 
vernable—and now— now,  how  dearly  do  I  pay 
the  price  of  it  !^ 

*<  Pdiaw,  my  boy  ^^  replied  Nigel ;  ^<  this  must 
be  some  childish  froUc-— some  breaking  out  of 
bounds— «ome  truant  trick«*Andyet  how  should 
any  of  these  have  brought  you  to  the  Tower?— 
There  is  something  mysterious  about  you,  young 
man,  which  I  must  inquire  into.*^ 

<'  Indeed,  indeed,  my  lord,  there  is  no  harm 
about  me,^  said  the  boy,  more  moved  it  would 
seem  to  confesoon  by  the  last  words,  by  which 
he  seemed  considerably  alarmed,  than  by  all  the 
kind  expostulations  and  arguments  which  Nigel 
had  previously  used.  '*  I  am  innoeent«*~that  is, 
I  have  done  wrong,  but  nothing  to  d  Aerve  being 
in  this  frightful  place.*" 

**  Tell  me  the  truth,  then,^  said  Nigel,  in  a 
tone  in  which  command  mingled  with  encourage- 
ment ;  ^*  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  me,  and 
as  little  to  hope,  perhaps— yet,  placed  as  I  an, 
I  would  know  with  whom  I  speak.^ 

"  With  an^  unhappy— boy,  sir-^and  idle  and 
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truantly  disposed^  as  your  londdiip  stid,""  swwer- 
ed  the  Ittd,  lookbg  up  and  shewing  a  ODttateDuioe 
in  which  palenpjw  and  hlushes  suooeeded  each 
ether,  as  fear  and  shame-facedness  alt^nately 
had  influence.  <<  I  left  mj  fiither^a  hooae  with- 
out leaTe«  to  see  the  Xing  hnnt  in  the  Park  ait 
Greenwich ;  there  came  a  cry  of  treaaon,  and  aD 
the  gates  were  ahut^-I  was  fnghtened  and  Ud 
myself  in  a  thicket^  and  I  was  found  by  aonie  of 
the  rangers  and  exannned— «nd  they  aaid  Igave 
no  good  account  qf  myself— and  so  I  was  sent 
hither."* 

<*  I  am  an  unhappy*  a  moal  unb^>|^  being,** 
said  Lord  Glenvarloeh,  rising  and  walking 
through  the  apartment ;  '^  nothing  i^proaches 
me  but  shares  my  own  bad  fate  {  Death  and  ii»- 
prisonnralt  dog  my  stepsi  and  involre  all  who 
are  found  near  me.  Yet  this  boy^s  stoty  soands 
strangely. — You  say  you  were  examined,  my 
young  friend— Let  me  pray  you  to  say  wbtAet 
you  told  your  name,  and  your  means  c^gmni^g 
admission  into  the  Park— nf  so,  they  suiely  would 
not  have  detained  you  ?^ 

<'  O,  my  lord,"*  said  the  boy,  <<  I  took  catenot 

14 
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to  1^1  th«ih  the  nauM  <xf  fh6  ftiend  diftt  let  me  in, 
Md  ttB  corny  fifttM^^^I  W6illd  not  he  kttew  irtiere 
I  iiovr  Ml  for  all  the'werith  in  London  r 

^<  But  you  do  not  expeet,**  said  Nigel,  "  that 
they  will  ^Knniflg  you  till  you  let  them  know  who 
and  what  you  aiie  P 

«<  What  good  will  it  do  them  to  keep  so  die. 
lesft  a  creature  as  myiel/?**  flud  the  boy;  <^  they 
mufft  let  me  go,  were  it  bnt  out  of  shame.* 

'*  Do  not  trust  to  that— 4ell  me  your  name  and 
8ta(ioo«-*I  wfll  ocMimonicate  them  to  the  Lieute- 
nani^-4fe  is  a  man  of  quahty  and  honour,  and 
will  not  only  be  willing  to  procure  your  libets- 
tidi^  but  also,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  intercede 
whh  y<nir  father.  I  am  pertly  answerable  for 
audi  poof  aid-as  I  can  afford,  to  get  you  out  of 
dns  embarrassment,  since  I  occasioned  the  alarm 
owing  to  which  you  were  arrested ;  so  tell  me 
your  name,  and  your  Arther^s  name.* 

**  My  name  to  you  t  O  never,  never  !*  answer- 
ed the  boy,  in  a  tone  ci  deep  emotion,  the  cause 
of  which  Nigel  could  not  comprehend. 

'*  Are  you  so  much  afraid  of  me,  young  man,* 
he  replied,  **  because  I  am  l^ere  accused  and  a 

VOL.  III.  H 
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prisontf  t  Cdnnd^  a  man  may  be  both,  asd  de- 
aenre  neitfaer  suspicion  nor  restraint.  Why  showdd 
you  distrust  me  ?  You  seem  friendlessy  and  I  am 
myself  so  much  in  the  sune  circamstanoes,  that 
I  cannot  but  pity  your  situation  when  I  reflect 
on  my  own.  Be  wise ;  I  have  spoken  kindly  to 
you— I  mean  as  kindly  as  I  speak.^ 

*'  O,  I  doubt  it  not,  I  doubt  it  not,  my  lord,'** 
Mud  Uie  boy,  **  and  I  could  tell  you  all— <bat  ia, 
almost  all.^ 

**  Tell  me  nothing*  my  young  friend,  except- 
ing  what  may  assist  me  in  being  useful  to  you,** 
saij^  Nigel 

"  You  are  generous,  my  lord,^  said  the  boy ; 
**  and  I  am  sure — O  sure,  I  might  safely  trust 
to  your  honoui^— But  yet— but  yetp-*I  am  ao  soie 
beset— I.  have  been  So  rash,  so  unguarded— I 
can  never  tell  you  of  my  foUy.  Besides,  I  have 
already  told  too  much  to  one  whose  heart  I  thought 
I  had  moved^— yet  I  find  myself  here.^ 
^  ^<  To  whom  did  you  make  tlus  disclosure?^ 
said  Nigel. 

^  I  dare  not  tell,^^  replied  the  youth. 

**  There  is  something  singular  about  you,  ray 
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young  friend,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  withdimw* 
ing  with  a  gentle  d^ree  of  compulsion  the  hand 
with  which  the  boy  had  again  oov^ed  his  eyes ; 
*'  do  not  pain  yourself  with  thinking  on  your  si- 
tuation just  at  present — your  pulse  is  high,  and 
your  hand  fevorish— lay  yourself  on  yonder  pal* 
let)  and  try  to  compose  yourself  to  sleep.  It  is 
the  readiest  and  best  remedy  for  the  fancies  with 
which  you  are  w(»rrying  younelf«^ 

**  I  diank  you  for  your  considerate  kindness, 
my  lordy^-said  the  boy ;  '*  with  your  leave,  I  will 
remain  for  a  little  space  quiet  in  this  chaiv — lam 
better  thus  than  on  the  couch.  I  can  think  un- 
dbttirbedly  on  what  I  have  dcme,  and  have  still 
to  do ;  and  if  God  sends  slumber  to  a  creature 
so  exhausted,  it  shall  be  most  welcome" 

So  saying,  the  boy  drew  his  hand  from  Lord 
Nigel^'s,  and  drawing  around  him  and  partly  oyer 
hb  face  the  folds  of  his  ample  cloak,  he  resigned 
himself  to  sleep  or  meditation,  while  his  compa- 
nion^  notwithstanding  the  exhausting  scenes  of 
this  and  the  precedbg  day,  continued  his  pensive 
walk  up  and  down  the  apartment 

Every  reader  has  experienced,  that  time»  oc- 
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ciir^  wiieiiy  far  bam  bong  loidi  of  cutemd  or* 
camBtaaMDBBf  man  ia  uaabfelonile  even  tbe  waj« 
wwd  raalm  of  hb  own  tboo^ta.  It  waa  Nigd^ 
natunl  wish  to  ooofider  hiaown  aitiMtioo  cooBy, 
aod  fix  on  the  ooinae  whidi  it  beoaiaa  him  at  a 
numofaeiisaaiidooiinigetoadopt;  and  yet,  in 
apite  of  hiiiiaelfy  and  notwtthalaiidb^  the  deep 
intflKest  of  the  ciilical  atate  an  which  he  was  pb- 
oed«  it  did  so  happen  that  hia  felknr^priaona^ 
ailiiataoa>ooaQpied  movaof  hia  thcAi^tB  dian  did 
hia-own.  There  waa noaoooontiiig  for  tUa waa- 
daring  of  the  inia|pMtioD^  but  ako  then  wai  ao 
atrinng  with  it.  The  pleadkig  tonea  of  oni  ol 
the  aweeteat  Tofeea  he  had  eter  heavd^  atill  leap 
in  hia-aar^  though  it  aeained  that  aleqi  had  now 
fettered  the  tongue  of  the  apaahor.  He  dnv 
nMr  on  ^txKi  to  aatiafy  Idmadf  whether  it  wov 
80.  The  foMaof  the  doak  hid  the  loW«r  part^l 
hiaftoe  eitdrely ;  bat  the  bonnet,  wludi  had  &H- 
en  a  Ktde  aside,  permitted  him  to  aee  the  ftt^ 
h^ad  streaked  with  blue  veins,  the  ckiaed  cjcs^ 
and  the  long  silken  eye-bshes. 

^  Poor  child,*  smd  Nigel  to  himself,  as  he 
kioked  on  him,  nestled  up  as  it  were  in  the  folds 
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of  his  mantle,  **  the  dew  13  yet  on  thy  eye-ladies, 
and  tiiou  halt  fairty  wept  thyfeelf  asleep.  Sorrow 
is  a  rough  nunfe  to  one  so  young  and  delicate  as 
thou  art.  Peace  be  to  thy  slumbers,  I  will  not 
disturb  thedi.  My' own  misfortunes  require  my 
atteotioni  and  it  is  to  their' oontemidation  that  I 
mast  retign  my  sdf,^ 

He  attempted  to  do  06,  but  was  eitesed  atevery 
turn  by  conjectures  whicSi  intruded  themsdvea 
as  before,  and  which  all  regarded  the  sle0p^ni»- 
ther  than  himself.  He  was  angry  and  vexed,  aUd 
expostulated  with  himself  eoncermng  the  over*, 
weening  interest  which  he  took  in  the  conoertis  oi 
one  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  saving  tbilt  the 
boy  was  forced  into 'his  oompany^  pferhaps  as  a 
spy,  by  those  to  whose  custody  he  wns  coiaimitted 
— but  the  sp^U  could  not  be  broken,  ilnd  the 
thoughts  which  he  struggled  to  dismiss,  (k)nti-' 
nuedto  haunt  him. 

Thus  passed  half  an  hour,  or  more ;  at  the 
conclusion  of  which,  the  handi  sound  of  the  re* 
volving  bolts  was  again  heard,  and  the  voice  of 
the  warder  announced  that  a  man  desired  to 
speak  with  Lord  Glenvarlodb.  ^*  A  man  to  speak 
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with  me,  under  my  present  drcumstanoes!-^ 
Who  can  it  be  ?^  And  John  Christie,  his  land- 
lord of  FauPs  Wharf,  resolved  his  doubts,  bj 
entering  the  apartment.  **  Welcome— most  wel- 
come, mine  honest  landlord  r  said  Lord  Gko- 
varlodi.  ^*  How  could  I  have  dreamt  of  seeing 
you  in  my  present  close  lodging^  ?^  And  at  the 
same  time,  with  the  frankness  of  old  kindness, 
he  walked  up  to  Christie  and  ofiEered  his  hand ; 
but  John  started  back  as  from  the  look  of  a  bi- 
mHsk. 

**  Keep  your  courtesies  to  yourself,  my  lord^ 
said  he,  gruffly ;  **  I  have  had  as  many  of  tbem 
already  as  may  serve  me  for  my  life.*" 

«  Why,  Master  Christie,''  said  Nigel,  •*  what 
means  this?  I  trust  I  have  not  offended  you.* 

^*  Ask  me  no  questions,  my  lord,^  said  Chris- 
tie, bluntly.  **  I  am  a  man  of  peace — I  came 
not  hither  to  wrangle  with  you  at  this  place  and 
season.  Just  suppose  that  I  am  well  informed  of 
all  the  obligements  from  your  honour^s  noble- 
ness, and  then  acquaint  me,  in  as  few  words  as 
may  be,  where  is  the  unhappy  woman — What 
have  you  done  with  her  ?^ 
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^*  What  bare  I  done  with  her  !^  said  Locd 
Gleavarloch — ^*  Done  with  whom  ?  I  know  not 
what  yott  are  tpeaking  of .^ 

**  Oh,  yes,  my  Icml,^  said  Christie ;  **  play 
suipiise  as  weU  as  yoii  will,  you  must  have  some 
guess  that  I  am  speaking  of  the  poor  fodi  that 
was  my  wife,  till  she  became  your  lorddiip^s 
lightoMove.^ 

*<  Your  wife !  Has  your  wife  left  you  ?  and  if 
she  has,  do  you  come  to  ask  her  of  me  T 

**  Yes,  my  lord ;  nngular  as  it  may  seem,^  re* 
turned  Christie,  in  a  tone  of  bitter  irony,  and 
with  a  sort  of  grin  widely  discording  from  the  dis- 
composure of  his  features,  the  gleam  of  his  eye, 
and  the  froth  which  stood  on  his  lip,  **  I  do  come 
to  make  thatdemand  of  your  lordship.  Doubtless, 
you  are  surprised  I  should  take  the  trouble ;  but 
I  cannot  tell,  great  men  and  little  men  think  dif- 
ferently. She  has  lain  in  my  bosom,  and  drunk 
of  my  cup ;  and  such  as  she  is,  I  cannot  forget 
that— though  I  will  never  see  her  again— she 
must  not  starve,  my  lord,  or  do  worse,  to  gain 
bread,  though  I  reckon  your  lordship  may  think 
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I  am  robbing  the  public  in  trying  to  cli«ige  her 

eonnfiiL^ 

*^  By  my  faith  as  a  ChriMiaB,  by  my  hoonir 
aa  a  gentlaman,^  aud  Lord  Glenradodiy  ^  if 
aught  aauflabascbanoedvith  your  wi£B»  I  kaoir 
aotbiogiyfit.  I  trust  in Haanm  you  arena  modi 
miatakfn  in  impiuing  guik  to  her,  aa  in  anppo. 
sing  me  her  partner  in  it^ 

<•  Fie!  6e!  my  lordr  aaid  Chriatic^  <<  why 
will  you  make  it  so  tough  ?  She  ia  but  the  wife 
of  a  clod-pated  old  dhitfidler»  who  waa  iifiot 
enoi^  to  marry  a  weneh  twenty  yean  youngv 
than  himself.  Your  lordship  cannot  ha^e  more 
glory  by  It  than  you  have  had  aliendy  ;  andasfir 
adTantaga  and  solace^  I  take  it  Dame  NcUy  is 
npw  uoneoessaiy  to  your  gratification.  I  shookl 
b^  sorry  to  interrupt  the  course  of  your  pks- 
sart ;  an  did  wittol  should  have  more  consider, 
ation  of  bis  condidon.  But  your  predoua  kid- 
ship  being  mewed  up  here  among  other  dicioe 
jewels  of  the  kingdom,  Dame  Nelly  cannot,  I 
take  it,  be  admitted  to  share  the  hours  of  daL 
liance  which-— *~''    Here  the  incensed  hudnnd 
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sUuDBiered,  broke  off  his  tone  of  irony,  and  pro. 
ceededy  iliikiiig  hii  staff  i^smst  the  groundy-«- 
^  O  that  these  false  limbs  of  yours,  whichlwish' 
had  been  hamstmng  when  they  first  crossed  my 
honest  threshold,  were  free  ftom  the  fetters  they 
have  irell  deserved  I  I  would  give  you  the  odds 
of  your  youth,  and  your  weapon,  and  would  be* 
queath  ray  soul  Co  the  foul  fiend  if  I,  with  this 
pieee  of  oak,  did  not  make  you  such  an  example 
to  all  ungrateful  jMck-thank  courtiers,  that  it 
should  be  a  proverb  to  the  end  of  time^  how 
John  Christie  swaddled  his  wife^s  fine  leman.** 

^  I  understand  not  your  insolence,^  said  Ni- 
gd,  *^  but  I  forgive  it,  because  you  labour  un- 
der some  strange  delusion.  In  so  far  as  I  can 
oomptdiend  your  vehement  charge,  it  is  entirely 
undeserved  on  my  part  You  seem  to  impute 
to  me  the  seduction  of  your  wife-^I  trust  she  is 
innocent.  For  me,  at  least,  she  is  as  innocent  as 
an  angel  in  bliss.  I  never  thought  of  her— >never 
touched  her  hand  or  cheek,  save  in  honourable 
courtesy.** 

**  O,  ay— courtesy  i-'-that  is  the  very  word.  She 
alwayspraisedyourlordship^sAofioiiraAfe  coMTle^. 
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Ye  have  coatened  ine  between  ye,  with  joor  oonr* 
tesy.  My  lord-*-4By  lord,  you  came  to  us  no 
▼ery  wealthy  man-^-you  know  it.  It  was  for  no 
lucre  of  gain  I  took  you  and  your  swaafa-buck* 
ler,  your  Don  Di^o  yonder,  under  my  poor 
roof*  I  never  cared  if  the  little  room  were  let  or 
no ;  I  could  live  without  it  If  you  could  not 
have  paid  for  iu  you  should  never  have  been 
asked.  All  the  wharf  knows  Jdin  Christie  his 
the  means  and  spirit  to  do  a  kindness.  Whenyoa 
first  darkened  my  honest  door*way ,  I  was  as  hap 
py  as  a  man  need  to  be,  who  is  no  youngster,  and 
has  the  rheumaUsm.  Nelly  was  the  kindest  and 
best-humoured  wendi — ^wemight  have  a  word  now 
and  then  of  a  gown  or  a  ribband,  but  a  kinder 
soul  on  the  whole,  and  a  more  careful,  conader* 
ing  her  years,  till  you  came^— 4Uid  what  she  b 

now ! ^But  I  will  not  be  a  fool  to  cry,  if  I  cao 

help  it.  WJuU  she  is,  is  not  the  question,  but 
where  she  is ;  and  that  I  must  learn,  ^r,  of  you.* 
**  How  can  you,  when  I  tell  you,^  replied  Ni* 
gel,  '<  that  I  am  as  ignorant  as  yourself,  or  ra- 
ther much  more  so  ?  Till  this  moment,  I  never 
heard  of.  any  disagreement  betwixt  your  dams 
and  you.** 
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''  That  is  a  lie,*"  said  John  Chrisde,  bluntly. 

<<  How,  you  haae  villain  V^  said  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch,^^^<  do  you  presume  on  my  situation  ?  If 
it  were  not  that  I  hold  you  mad,  and  perhaps 
made  so  by  some  wrong  sustained,  you  should 
find  my  being  weaponless  were  no  protection.  I 
would  beat  your  brains  out  against  the  walL"^ 

'*  Ay,  ay,^  answered  Christie,  "  buily  as  ye 
list  Ye  have  been  at  the  ordinaries,  and  in  Alsa» 
tia,  and  learned  the  ruffian^s  rant,  I  doubt  not 
But  I  repeat,  you  have  spoken  an  untruth,  when 
you  said  you  knew  not  of  my  wife^s  fiilsehood;  for, 
when  you  were  twitted  with  it  among  your. gay 
mates,  it  was  a  common  jest  among  you,  and 
your  lordship  took  all  the  credit  they  would  give 
you  for  your  gallantry  and  gratitude.^ 

There  was  a  mixture  of  truth  in  this  part  of 
the  charge  which  disconcerted  Lord  Glenvarloch 
exceedingly ;  for  he  could  not,  as  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, deny  that  Lord  Dalgamo,  and  others,  had 
occasionally  jested  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
Dame  Nelly,  and  that  though  he  had  not  played 
exactly  lejanfaron  des  vices  gu^U  tCavoit  pasy  be 
had  not  at  least  been  sufficiently  anxious  to  clear 
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himiieirof  the  sufpicionof  sudi  a  crime  tomenirbo 
ooMidered  it  as  a  merit  It  was  tborefm  with 
flame  beiitatidn,  andki  a  sort  of  qoalifying  Umbj 
that  he  admitted  that  some  i&  jests  had  pflsnd 
upon  such  a  suppoMtioa^  dthough  without  the 
least  foundataon  in  truth.  John  Christie  vooU 
not  Usten  to  his  vindieation  any  kmgar.  ^  By 
your  own  acoount^^  he  said,  ^  you  permitled  lies 
to  be  told  of  you  in  jeet.  How  do  I  know  yoQ 
an  speaking  truth,  now  you  are  serious  ?  Too 
diougbt  it,  I  nippofle^  a  fine  tlung  to  wear  the  le- 
putatiottof  haring  dishonoured  an  honest  haaaiji 
— *who  will  not  diink  that  you  had  real  gromids 
for  your  base  bravado  to  rest  upcm  ?  I  will  not 
bdiieve  otherwise  lor  one,  and  therefore,  my  loid, 
mark  what  I  have  to  say.  You  are  now  your- 
self in  trouble— As  you  hope  to  come  throogii 
it  safdy,  and  without  loss  of  life  and  property, 
tell  me  where  this  unhappy  woman  is.  Tell  me, 
if  you  hope  for  heaven  .-tell  me^  if  you  fear  htH 
— ^U  me,  as  you  would  not  have  the  curse  of  sa 
utterly  ruined  woman,  and  a  brokenJieuted 
man,  attend  you  through  life,  and  bear  witness 
against  you  at  the  Great  Day,  which  shall  oooie 
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after  death.  Yoa  are  moved,  my  lord,  I  see  it. 
I  cannot  forget  the  wrong  you  have  done  me.  I 
camot  even  promifle  to  foi^ve  itF-4Nit^-4ell  me, 
and  yott  fihall  never  see  me  again,  or  hear  more 
of  my  refnroadied.^ 

^  Unfottunate  man,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
**  you  have  said  more,  far  more  than  enough,  to 
move  me  deeply.  Were  I  at  liberty,  I  would 
lend  you  my  best  aid  to  search  out  him  who  has 
wfonged  you,  the  rather  that  I  do  suspect  my 
having  been  your  lodger  has  been  in  some  degree 
the  remote  cause  of  bringbg  the  spoiler  into  the 
sheepfold.^ 

^  I  am  glad  your  lordship  grants  me  so  mucb,^ 
said  John  Christie,  resuming  the  tone  of  embitJ 
tered  irony  with  winch  he  had  opened  this  singu- 
kr  eonvenation ;  '<  I  will  spare  you  farther  re- 
proach  and  remonstrance-^your  mind  is  made 
vtpj  and  so  is  mine.-'-So,  ho,  warder  T  The  war- 
der entered,  and  John  went  ony-^^'  I  want  to  get 
out,  brother.  Lode  well  to  your  charge^t  were 
better  that  half  the  wild  beasts  in  their  dens  yon^ 
der  were  turned  loose  upon  Tower-Hill,  than 
that  this  same  smooth-faced,  civiUspoken  gentle^ 
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man  were  agttn  returned  to  honest  moiV  com* 
pany." 

So  Baying,  he  hastily  left  the  apartmoit ;  and 
Nigel  had  full  leisure  to  lament  the  way wardi 
of  his  fate,  which  seemed  never  to  tire  of 
cuting  him  for  crimes  of  which  he  was  innocent, 
and  investing  him  with  the  appearances  of  guilt 
which  his  nund  abhorred.     He  could  not,  how* 
ever,  help  acknowledging  to  himself,  that  all  the 
pain  which  he  might  sustain  from  the  present 
accusation  of  John  ChrisUe,  was  so  far  deserved, 
from  his  having  suffered  himself^  out  of  vanity, 
or  rather  an  unwillingness  to  encounter  ridicule, 
to  be  supposed  capable  of  a  base  inhospitable 
crime,  merely  because  fools  called  it  an  aflkir  of 
gallantry ;  and  it  was  no  balsam  to  the  wound, 
when  he  recollected  what  Richie  had  told  him  of 
his  having  he&i  lidiculed  behind  his  back  by  the 
gallants  of  the  ordinary,  for  affecting  the  repu- 
tation  of  an  intrigue  which  he  had  not  in  reality 
sfurit  enough  to  have  carried  on.  His  simulation 
had,  in  a  word,  placed  him  in  the  unlucky  pre- 
dicamoit  of  being  rallied  as  a  braggart  amoi^st 
the  dissipated  youths  with  whom  the  reali^  of 
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the  amour  would  have  ^yen  him  credit;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was  branded  as  an  inhos- 
pitable seducer  by  the  injured  husband,  who  was 
obstinately  persuaded  of  his  guilt 
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CHAPTER  V. 

How  farti  the  nun  on  whom  good  men  would  look 
With  ejes  where  wam  and  eomire  mmhitwl^ 
Bat  that  kind  Christian  hire  hath  taught  the  IcawD 
That  the  J  who  merit  moit  contempt  and  hale. 
Do  moat  deterre  our  ptj.  ■ 

It  mi^t  have  seemed  natural  that  the  Ttat  of 
John  Christie  should  have  entirely  diverted  Nt- 
gePs  attentioii  iiom  his  slumbering  oompomoD, 
andy  for  a  time,  sudi  was  the  imme£ate  eflect  of 
die  chain  of  new  ideas  which  the  incident  intro- 
duced; yet,  soon  after  the  injured  man  had  de- 
parted, Lord  Glenvarloch  b^gan  to  think  it  ex- 
traordinary that  the  boy  should  have  depC  so 
soundly,  while  they  talked  loudly  in  his  vici- 
nity. Yet  he  certainly  did  not  appear  to  have 
stirred.  Was  he  well-— was  he  only  fUgnii^ 
sleep  ?  He  went  close  to  him  to  make  his  obser- 
vations, and  perceived  that  he  had  wqpt,  and 

18 


adtt  we^og,  though  his  eyes  were  dosed.  He 
touched  him  gently  on  the  shoulder— -the  boy 
riirank'  from  his  touch,  but  did  not  awake.  He 
polled  htm  hmtkr,  and  asked  him  if  he  was 
sieevinig* 

<<  Do  they  waken  folks  ia  your  country  to  kMW 
whetiier  they  are  asleep  or  BO  P*  fiaid  the  boy,  in 
ft  peevish  tone. 

** No,  iny  yoimg sir,^  answeitd I9igd ;  "but 
when  they  weep  in  the  nfamier  you  do  in  yoiit 
aleep^  they  awHken  th^m  lo  see  iil'hat  aafs  iliem.^ 

^<  It  sigiiiiAes  little  to  any  one  i^fndilils  me,^ 
sAid  the  boy. 

«  Ttiie,'*  Replied  Lord  Glenif'Srtoefa ; '  ^«  but 
yofa  knew  h^fore  yott  went  to  sleep  how  little  I 
oould  asiist  you  in  your  difficrftii^  and  yon 
seeMed  disposed^  notwithstanding,  to  pert  some 
confidence  in  me'.* 

^*  If  I  did,  I  have  changed  niy  mind,*  md  the 
lid. 

^*  And  ^^)mt  may  hate  occaiSoned  tlris  change 
of  mind,  I  trowF*  said  Lord  GJenvaifech.*— 
**  Some  men  speak  through  th^  sleep— p^Hmps 
you  have  die  giiPt  of  hearing  in  it  ?* 

VOL.  III.  I 
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'^  Noy  but  the  patriarch  Joseph  never  dceamt 
truer  dreaBOs  than  I  do." 

<'  Indeed  P  and  Loid  Glenvarkich.  ^  And, 
pray*  what  dieam  have  jim  had  that  has  depri- 
▼ed  me  of  your  good  (^nkm ;  for  that,  I  thinkt 
aeema  the  moral  of  the  matter?" 

«  You  shall  judge  yourself,"  ansiiered  the 
boy.  *<  I  dreamed  I  was  in  a  wild  forest,  whsre 
there  was  a  cry  of  hounds,  and  winding  of  bonis, 
exactly  as  I  heard  in  Greenwich  Park." 

^  That  was  because  you  were  in  the  Park  thb 
momii^  you  simple  diild,"  said  Nigd. 

^  Suy,  my  kwd,"  said  the  youth.  ^  I  west 
on  in  my  dream,  tiU,'at  the  top  of  a  broad  green 
alley,  I  saw  a  noble  stag  whidi  had  fidkn  into 
the  toils ;  and  methought  I  knew  that  he  wm 
the  veiy  sti^  whom  the  whide  party  were  bunt- 
ing, and  that  if  the  chase  came  up,  the  dcga 
would  tear  him  to  pieces,  or  the  hunters  would 
cuthis  throat;  and  I  had  pity  on  the  gallant st^ 
and  thoi:^  I  was  of  a  different  kinl  from  Ima, 
and  thoi:^  I  was  somewhat  afraid  of  him,  I 
thoi^t  I  would  venture  something  to  free  so 
stately  a  creature;  and  I  pulled  out  my  kmfe^ 
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and  just  as  I  was  beginning  to  cut  the  meshes 
of  the  net,  the  animal  started  up  in  my  hce  in 
the  likeness  of  a  tiger,  much  Uofger  and  fileroer 
than  any  you  diay  haVe  seen  in  the  ward  of  the 
vild  beasts  yonder,  and  was  j  ust  about  to  tear  m^ 
limb  from  limb,  when  you  awaked  me.**  7 

^'  Mediinks,'**  said  Nigel»  ^  I  des^Fe  tnore 
thanks  than  I  hare  got,  for  rescuing  you  from 
sudi  a  danger  by  wdung  you.  But,  my  pretty 
master,  methinks  all  this  tale  of  a  dger  and  a  itag 
has  Ktde  to  do  with  your  change  of  temjper  to- 
wards me.** 

^<  I  know  not  whether  it  hae  or  no,**  said  the 
lad ;  '*  but  I  will  not  tell  you  who  I  am.** 

^  You  will  keep  your  secret  youieelf  then, 
peevish  boy,**  smd  Nigel,  turning  from  him,  end 
resuming  his  walk  through  the  room ;  then  stop* 
ping  suddenly,  he  said,-*-**  And  yet  you  shall 
not  escape  from  me  without  knowing  that  I  pe- 
netrate your  mystery.** 

**  My  mystery  !**  said  the  youth,  at  once  alarm- 
ed and  irritated,-***  what  mean  you,  my  lord  ?** 

**  Only  that  I  can  read  your  dream  without 
the  assistance  of  a  Chaldean  interpreter,  and  my 
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«•  .And  if  I  db  aot,  ay  kri," 


^IM 


her,** 


do 


**  I  tmn  »o  — *  tiM|iwi, 
bojr;  <*I  have  other  neaoB  of 

IwDid 


JINIIBOI 


Mid  Laid  eionBlBili;  «< 

fMMy  lAd  Mlim  ijt  jPiNv% 
that  yoa  are  no  proper  subjaet  of  i 
mthm^Uimrngf,  Wkat 
loMMi  you  iMD  aD  dnmwim BMHOmmHkf  i 
tM;  Imt  I IM  Mured  thcK  1%  afed  caa  be, 
in  tkoa  of  fwaPuHUtaJ 


•      » 
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should  expose  yoa  to  ciild4ito<Jqd  fawttU.  Fnm 
me  you  bore  Bochiog  to  dread.^ 

^  I  expeetai  nolhinig  it»  ham  yoiif  aoH^ 
aeiB,  my  lordy**  answered  the  female;  ^  my  ad^ 
Trantufe,  thou^  I  fed  it  was  both  deqpemteaMi 
fboliah,  IB  not  to  very  fooKflh,  ncr  my  safety  hasia 
so  utlorly  wipieteeted  as  at  ibat  slghtHHiod  in 
ihiB  straii^  daeas^  it  aoay  appear  to  he.  I  Imvp 
sufaed  ettonghy  aad  more  than  saou^  by  the 
dsgiadaCioB  of  havhig  been  seal  in  thia  uifrni* 
nine  at)lire»  and  the  comments  you  most  naesaaar 
vily  bi|ve  madeon my  eondnct«<«J)ut  I  thank  God 
that  I  am  so  ftr  pioteetcd ,  that  I  ooold  not  bami 
been  Biil]geoted  to  insult  nnayenged.^ 

When  thia  estmordinary  cxpbnatiaa  bad  paoto 
oeedod  thus  imt^  the  warder  iqppeaesd  to  pboa 
bafoae  Lord  GlenVarlocb  a  meal^  wUcb,  foe  his 
pseseitt  situation^  might  be  caUed  eomimtaMei 
and' wbiohi  if  not  equal  to  the  eoekery  of  the 
(Dclsbtated  Cheralier  Beaujeo,  was  much  superiot 
in  noatneas  and  deanKness  to  that  of  Alsatia.  A 
warder  attended  to  do  the  honours  of  the  taUe^ 
and  made  a  sign  to  th^  £sgi|ised  female  to  rise 
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and  oiuust  bim  in  hi*  attendance.  But  Nigel  dt- 
Glared  that  he  kneW  the  yonth^B  parents,  intcffe- 
red/  and  caused  hie  oonpanion  to  eat  along  with 
him. .  She  )cokiaented  with  a  sort  of  embamss- 
ment,  whicif  rendered  her  pretty  features  yd 
more  interesting.  Yet  ahe  maintained  with  a  na- 
tural grace  that  sort  of  good  breeding  which  be- 
longs  to  the  table ;  and  it  aeomed  to  Nigd,  wka* 
ther  abeady  prejuAced  in  her  favour  by  theex> 
tiaoidinary  drcumstanoes  of  their  meeting,  or 
iriicther  really  judging  from  what  waa  actuallj 
(he  faety  that  he  had  seldom  seen  a  young  penoa 
comport  herself  with  more  decorous  proprictr, 
mixed  with' ingenuous  simpfictty ;  while  the  con- 
soiousnefts  of  the  peculiarity  of  hersitUAtion  threv 
a  singular  colouriag  over  her  whole  dcmeanoar, 
which  oould  be  neither  said  to  be  itonai^  oorcaijt 
nor  embanrastedt  but  was  compounded  of  aad 
shaded  with  an  interchange  of  all  these  dvee 
characteristics.  Win6  was  placed  on  the  table, 
of  which  she  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  taOes 
glate.  Their  conversation  was,  of  course,  lisiiu 
cd  by  the  presence  of  the  warder  to  the  buiinefis 
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of  .the.taUe  ;  but  Nigdl  had,  long  ere  the  doth 
was  removed,  formed  the  jesolntioiiy  if  pomble, 
of  making  himself  master  of  this  young  person^s 
faistorj,  the  more  espedally  as  he  now  began  to 
think  that  the  tones  of  her  v(»ce  and  her  features 
were  not  so  strange  to  him  as  he  had  originaily 
supposed.  This,  however,  was  a  convictbn  which 
he  adopted  sbwly,  and  only  as  it  dawned  upon 
him  from  particular  circumstances  during  the 
course  of  the  repast 

.  At  length  the  prison-meal  was  fimshed,  and 
Lord  Glenvarloeh  heguk  to  thiiA  how  he  miglit 
aEKMt  easily  en^r  upon  the  topic  hp  meditated, 
when  the  warder  announced  a  vi^ior. 

"Soh  r  said  Nigel,  something  displeas^,  '^  I 
find  even  a  prison  docs  not  save  one  from  impor- 
tunate  visitations.^ 

He  prepared  to  receive  h'ls  guest  however, 
while,  his  alarmed  compamon  flew  to  the  large 
cradle-shaped  chair,  which  had  first  served  her 
as  a  place  of  refuge,  drew  h^  cloak  around  her, 
and  disposed  herself  as  much  as  she  could  to 
4ivmd  obserTation.  She  had  scarce.madc  her  ^* 
rangcments  for  that  purpose  when  the  door  open- 


196  TKE  rOBTUKM  OF  IKIQMU 

edf  and  the  worthy  dtiseD^  Oecsrge  Hctiet,  enter* 
ed  the  pmov-ehftmber. 

Ho  cut  aroi|iMl  the  uptitmeiit  his  i|8i|al  shaip 
quick  ghnoe  of  obfiervatioQ,  and  advanong  ta 
Nlgd,  siad— ««  My  lord,  I  widi  I  coidd  si^y  I 
was  happy  to  see  you«^ 

«*  The  i^;ht  of  those  who  are  ujofyippy  them- 
sdves.  Master  Heriot,  sddcxn  produces  bappL 
Hess  to  thdr  fHcnds  ■  I,  howerer,  am  glad  to  see 
you.'' 

He  eitended  hk  hand,  hqt  Heriot  bowed  with 
aundi  fiomal  oonphisaoee)  instead  of  aooqvdiig 
the  courtesy^  which  in  those  timesy  wheii  thedis? 
tinction  of  ranks  was  mueh  guarded  by  atiqoelle 
and  ceremopyy  was  ooaodersd  as  a  distiiiguidied 

fktour. 

< 

'^  You  are  displeased  with  me^  Master  Heriot,* 
sttd  Lord  GlanTarlodi  reddening,  ftir  he  was  noC 
decdved  by  the  worthy  dttzoi^s  aftotatioii  of 
extreme  rereretioe  and  lespeot 

""^  By  no  meanfl^  my  loid,^  replied  Beiiot; 
<*  but  I  have  been  in  France,  and  hare  thought 
it  as  well  to  import,  along  with  other  more  sul>> 
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atantial  ortidfB^ «  maU  nuBpfe  of  that  good  breed- 
ing which  tbo  French  are  so  renowned  fiir.** 

*<  It  is  not  kind  of  you,*"  aaid  Nigel,  *<  to  be- 
llow the  first  Ufa  of  it  <mi  an  old  and  obliged 
fiie«d.* 

Heriot  obI J  answered  to  this  obsefratioo  with 
a  short  dry  ooi^y  and  ten  proceeded. 

^  Hem !  hem !  I  say,  ahem !  My  lord,  as  asy 
French  poUteaess  may  not  cany  me  Iv,  I  would 
willingly  know  whether  I  am  to  speak  as  a  friend, 
since  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  term  me  such ; 
or  whether  I  am,  as  befits  my  conditioB,  to  con* 
fine  myself  to  the  needful  f^usiness  which  must 
be  treated  of  between  us.** 

*^  Speak  as  a  ftiend  by  all  meanS)  Master  He* 
riot,^  said  Nigpl ;  ^*  I  peroaye  ypu  have  adopted 
tonse  of  the  numerous  prejudices  agninst  me,  if 
not  all  of  them.  Speak  out,  and  frankly  .■>  what 
I  cannot  deny  I  will  at  least  confess.** 

*^  And  I  trust,  my  h>rd,  redress,^  said  Heiiott 

<<  So  far  as  is  in  my  power,  certainly,**  answer- 
ed NigeL 

<«  Ah  1  my  kird,**  comhmed  Heriot,  <<  that  is 
a  mdanchcdy  though  a  neeessary  restriction ;  tof 
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how  l^hdjmay  any  one  do  anlmiidKd  dmesi 
than  the  degree  of  evil  whidi  it  may  be  widmi 
bis  power  to  repair  to  the  fufferen  and  to  aociei^. 
But  weare  not  alcme  here,^  be  said,  stopping,  and 
darting  his  shrewd  eye  towards  the  muffled  £guie 
of  the  disguised  nuuden,  whose  utmost  edits  had 
not  enabled  her  so  to  adjust  her  pontioa  as  alto- 
gether to  eseapc  obsenratioo.  More  anzioua  to 
prevent  her  being  diacoveied  than  to  keep  bis 
own  affairs  private,  Nigel  hastily  answered— 

^*  ^Tis  a  page  of  mine ;  you  may  speak  freely 
before  him.  He  is  of  France^  and  knows  no 
English." 

^*  I  am  then  to  speak  freely^  aaid  Heriol^  after 
a  second  glance  at  tlie  chair ;  ^'porfaaps  my  words 
may  be  more  free  than  welcoBAer 

''  Go  on,  m,"^  said  Nigel^  <'  I  have  told  you  I 
can  bear  re(»oof." 

**  In  one  word  tben,  my  lord— why  do  I  find 
you  in  this  place,  and  whdmed  with  chaiges 
wUch  must  blacken  a  name  rendered  faiaous  by 
ages  of  virtue  ?^ 

'*  Simply  then,  you  find  me  here,^  said  Nigel, 
'<  because,  to  b^gio  from  my  original  error,  I 
would  be  wiser  than  my  father."*^ 
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It  was  a  diiBcuU  task,  my  lord/'  replied 
Heriot ;  "  your  father  was  voiced  generally  as 
the  wisest  and  one  of  the  brayest  men  of  Scot* 
land.'' 

**  He  commanded  me,'^  continued  NigeU  **  to 
avoid  all  gambling;  and  I  took  upon  me  to  mo- 
dify this  iq  unction  into  regulating  my  play  ac- 
cording to  my  skill,  means,  and  the  course  of  my 
luck.'' 

**  Ay,  .self-opinion,  acting  on  a  desire  of  ac- 
quiation,  my  lord—- you  hoped  to  touch  pitch  and 
not  to  be  defiled,"  answered  Heriot  ^'  Well,  my 
lord,  you  need  not  say,  for  I  have  heard  with 
much  fegretj  how  far  this  conduct  diminished 
your  reputation.  Your  next  error  I  may  with- 
out scruple  remind  you  of— -My  lord,  my  lovd, 
in  whatever  degree  Lord  Dalgamo  may  have 
failed  towards  jrou,  the  son  of  his  father  should 
have  been  sacred  from  your  violence." 

*<  You  speak  in  odd  blood.  Master  Heriot, 
and  I  was  smarting  under  a  thousand  wrongs 
inflicted  on  me  under  the  mask  of  friendship." 

**  That  is,  he  gave  your  lordship  bad  advice, 
and  you,"  said  Heriot- 
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<*  WaB  tb6L  enough  to  follow  his  oounsd,' 
awered  Nigel ;— **'  but  ve  will  paas  this.  Master 
Heriot,  if  you  please.  Old  mea  and  young  meot 
men  of  the  sword  and  men  of  peaceful  oocupatioD» 
always  have  thought,  always  will  think,  diflisrenU 
ly  on  su<^  aobjccsls.^ 

<<  I  gmn,'*  answeied  Heriot,  ^*  the  distinctiao 
between  the  old  gcMsmith  and  the  youoy  noble, 
man — still  you  should  have  had  patienoe  for  Lord 
Huoting^%  salfie^  and  prudence  for  yonr  own. 
Supposing  your  quarrd  just^-^ 

*'  I  pray  y ou  to  pass  on  to  some  oth^  diaigey* 
aaid  I^ird  GlenrarloGb. 

^  Iamnotyouraoeuser,mylord;  butltniil 
in  heavoi,  diat  y pur  owi|  heart  has  already  mocift- 
ped  you  bitterly  on  the  inhospitahle  wioag  whidi 
your  late  landlosd  has  sustained  at  your  haiid.^ 

^f  Had  I  been  guilty  of  what  you  lAlude  to^* 
said  Lord .  GlttiYarlooh,-**^  had  a  nmnent  of 
temptation  hurried  sne  away,  I  had  long  £re  now 
most  bitterly  repented  it.  But  whoever  may  haw 
wronged  tlie  uobi^py  woman,  it  waa  not  I^^I 
Mver  heard  of  her  folly  until  within  this  boqr.^ 

^'  Come,  my  lord,""  said  iieiiot,  with 
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tefitf)  *^  this  floundt  too  much  like  affectatioa. 
I  Ino V  there  »  among  our  modem  jouth  a  new 
et9bi  rttpeetittg  adulterj  a»  well  as  homicide— ^I 
wMild  mthef  hear  jou  speak  of  A  retisiun  of  the 
Decalogue,  with  mitigated  penalties  in  favour  of 
tb*  privileged  orders-— I  would  rather  h^ar  you 
do  thi%  than  deny  a  fiict  in  which  you  hate  hasa 
known  to  glory«^ 

^  Gloty !  I  MTer  did,  never  would  have  ta^ 
ken  honour  to  ttiysrif  ftott  suah  a  cauee,^  said 
Lofd  Glenvarlooh  (  ^^  I  could  not  prevent  other 
idle  tongues  and  idk  hmoB  from  making  fiedse 
inftrences.* 

^  You  would  have  known  well  enough  how  to' 
slop  thdr  Mouths,  my  lord,^  replied  Heriot^ 
**  had  they  spoke  of  ymi  what  was  unpleasing  to' 
your  ears,  and  what  the  truth  did  not  warrant* 
Come^  my  lord,  remember  your  promise  to  con- 
ftss;  and  indeed  to  ooi^fess  16  in  this  case  in  som6 
slight  sort  to  redress.  I  will  grant  you  are  young,* 
the  woman  handsome,  and,  as  I  myaelf  have  ob-' 
served,  light4ieaded  enough.  Letme  knowwhere' 
she  is  t  her  foolish  husband  has  sdll  soma  compas*' 
sion  for  her— will  save  her  from  tnfamy«i-ferhapr 
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ia  Ume  receive  her  back,  for  we  are  a  good-naluzed 
generation  we  traders — ^Do  not,  my  lord,  emu- 
late those  who  wcxk  nuachief  merely  for  the  pica* 
sure  of  d<Hng  scH^t  is  the  very  deviTa  w<»Bt  qua- 
lity.'* 

^  Your  grave  remonstranoea  will  dttve  me 
nrnd,**  said  Nigel;  **  there  is  a  shew  of  senae  and 
reason  in  what  you  say,  and  yet  it  b  positiTdy 
innating  on  my  telling  the  retreat  of  a  fugitiTie 
of  whom  I  know  nothing  earthly •*" 

^*  It  is  wdl,  my  lord,^  answered  Henoi  ooldly ; 
f<  you  have  a  right,  such  as  it  is,  to  keep  your 
own  secrets;  but  since  my  discourse  on  these 
points  seems  so  totally  unavailing,  we  had  better 
proceed  to  buaness.  Yet  your  fiither^s  image 
rises  before  me,  and  seems  to  plead  thai  I  bbouU 
goon.** 

'<  Be  it  as  you  will,  sir,**  said  Glenvarlocfa ; 
**  he  who  doubts  my  word,  shall  have  no  addi- 
tional security  for  it.** 

<<  Well,  my  lord.  In  the  sanctuary  at  White- 
friars— «  place  of  refuge  so  unsuitable  to  a  young 
man  of  quality  and  character — I  am  tdd  a  mur* 
der  was  committed.^ 

90 


TllE  FORTUNES  OF  NIGEL.  143 

**  And  you  believe  that  I  did  the  deed^  I  sup« 

pose?'* 

«<  God  forbid,  my  lotd  !"*  said  Heriot ;  <<  the 
ooionet^s  inquest  hath  sate,  and  it  appeared  that 
your  lordship,  under  your  assumed  name  of 
Grahame,  behaved  with  the  utmost  bravery.^ 

<<  No  compliment,  I  pray  you,^  sud  Nigel ; 
^<  I  am  only  too  happy  to  find  that  I  did  not 
murder,  or  am  not  believed  to  have  murdered, 
the  old  man.^ 

«  True,  my  lord,*^  said  Heriot ;  *<  but  even  in 
this  affair  there  lacks  explanation.  Your  lord- 
ahip  embarked  this  morning  in  a  wherry  with  a 
female,  and  it  is  said  an  immense  sum  of  money 
in  speide  and  other  valuables-4>ut  the  woman  has 
not  since  been  heard  of.^ 

<^  I  parted  with  her  at  Paul's  Wharf,""  said 
Nigel,  **  where  she  went  ashore  with  her  charge. 
I  gave  her  a  letter  to  that  very  man  John  Chris- 
lie.'' 

**  Ay,  that  is  the  waterman's  story ;  but  John 
Chrisde  denies  that  he  remembers  any  thing  of 
the  matter."" 

^*  I  am  sorry  to  hear  this,""  said  the  young  no- 
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bbtnao ;  <<  I  hope  ia  h6ftT«i  sbe  ht^  not  been 
trepanned,  for  the  treasure  she  bad  with  her* 

<<  I  hope  not,  my  lord,^  replied  Beiiait ;  ^  bat 
nen^s  minds  are  mneh  disturb^  about  it(  our 
national  chaiftGier  suffiers  on  all  luaid&  Men  re* 
member  the  faDai  caae  of  Lord  Saocpihar,  faan^ 
ed  for  the  murder  of  a  fenangMnaater,  and  ex- 
claim they  will  not  have  their  ivrres  whored,  and 
their  property  atolen,  by  the  nobility  of  8eo(> 
Lmd.'' 

<«  And  all  this  18  laid  to  my  door  r  said  Nigel; 
<*  my  exculpation  is  easy*^ 

**  I  trust  so,  my  lord^^  said  Heriot-->^  aay,  in 
this  particular  I  do  not  donbt  it.  But  why  did 
you  leave  Whilcfrkues  under  tuch  tuoamstm 
fcesT 

**  Master  Re^natd  Lowestoie  sent  a  boat  for 
tee,  with  indmation  to  provide  for  my  safety.^ 

<'  I  am  aotry  Ut  say,*  replied  Heiiot,  ^  tb«t 
lie  denies  all  knowledge  of  your  lorddiip'^s  mcK 
iioos,  after  having  diqMtehed  a  measei^ger  Id  yon 
trith  some  baggage.* 

**  The  watermen  told  me  they  were  empbyed 
byhfan* 

17 
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^*  Watennen  f  said  Heriot ; . "  one  of  these 
proves  to  be  an  idle  apprentice,  an  old  acquaint^ 
ance  of  mine— the  other  has  escaped ;  but  the 
fellow  who  is  in  custody  persists  in  saying  he  was 
employed  by  your  lordship,  and  you  only.^ 

*^  He  lies,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch  hastily ; 
<<  he  told  me  Master  Lowestoffe  had  sent  him— I 
hope  that  kind-hearted  gentleman  is  at  Kberty  ?^ 

^  He  is,^  answered  Heriot,  *<  and  has  escaped 
ivith  a  rebuke  from  the  benchers  for  interfering 
in  such  a  master  as  your  lordsbip^s.  The  Court 
desire  to  keep  well  with  the  young  Templars  in^ 
these  times  of  commotion,  or  he  had  not  come  bff 
so  well.'* 

*^  That  is  the  only  word  of  Comfort  I  have 
heard  from  you,^  replied  Nigel.  **  But  this  poor 
woman,— «he  and  her  trunk  were  committed  to* 
the  charge  of  two  porters.^ 

'*  So  said  the  pretended  waterman,  but  none 
of  the  fellows  who  ply  at  the  wharf  will  acknow- 
ledge the  employment.  I  see  the  idea  makes  you 
uneasy,  my  lord ;  but  every  effort  is  made  to  dis^ 
cover  the  poor  woman'^s  place  of  retreat— if,  in-> 

VOL.  III.  K 


146       THE  FORTUNES  OF  KIGEL. 

4 

deed»  the  yet  lives.  And  now,  my  lord,  my  er- 
rand k  spoken,  ao  &r  as  it  relates  exclusivdy  to 
yojur  lordship ;  what  remains,  is  matter  of  bus- 
Bess  oi  a  more  formal  kind.^ 

«  Let  us  proceed  to  it  without  delay ,^  said 
Lord  Glenvarloch.  ^'  I  would  hear  of  the  af- 
fidrs  of  uy  one  rather  tlian  of  my  own.^ 

*^  You  cannot  have  forgotten,  my  lord,^  ssid 
Heriot,  *'  the  transaction  which  took  place  some 
weeks  unee  at  Lord  Huntinglen's,  by  whidi  a 
large  sum  of  mon^  waajadvaooed  for  the  re- 
demption of  your  lordship^s  estate  ?^ 

><  I  remember  it  perfectly,^  said  Nigel ;  <<  and 
your  present  austerity  cannot  make  me  forget 
your  kindness  on  the  oocasidn.^ 

Hcriot  bowed  gravely,  and  went  on. — *^  That 
money  was  advanced  under  the  expectation  and 
hope,  that  it  might  be  replaced  by  the  contents  of 
a  grant  to  your  lordship  undor  the  royal  sign-^na- 
nual,  in  paymoit  of  certain  monies  due  by  the 
crown  to  your  father.  I  trust  your  lordship  un- 
derstood the  transaction  at  the  time.  I  trust  you 
now  understand  my  resumption  of  its  import, 
and  hold  it  to  be  correct.*" 
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<^  Undeniablj  correct,^  answered  Lord  Glen- 
varlocb.  ^^  If  the  sums  oontained  in  the  war^^ 
rant  cannot  be  recovered,  my  lands  become  the 
property  of  those  who  paid  off  the  original  hfrfd*^ 
ers  of  the  mortgage,  and  now  stand  in  th'eir 
right*^  "     - 

<^  Even  so,  my  lord,^  said  Heriot ;  *^  and  yout 
lordship^s  unhappy  ciicumstaaoeshaving,it  would 
seem,  alarmed  these  creditors,  they  are  now,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  pressing  for  one  or  other  of  tliese 
«keniatives<— possession  of  the  land,  or  payment 
of  their  debt.** 

*<  They  have  a  right  to  one  or  other,^  answer^ 
ed  Lord  Glenvarloch ;  "  and  as  I  cannot  do  the 
last  in  my  present  condition,  I  suppose  they  m\ist 
enter  on  possession.^ 

^'  Stay,  my  lord,^  replied  Heriot;  <<  if  you 
have  ceased  to  call  me  a  friend  to  your  person, 
at  least  you  shall  see  I  am  willing  to  be  such  to 
your  father'*s  house,  were  it  but  fix  the  sake  of 
your  father^s  memory.  If  you  will  trust  me  with 
the  warrant  .under  the  sign-manual,  I  believe  dr- 
cumstances  do  now  so  stand  at  court,  that  I  may 
be  able  to  reeover  the  money  for  you.*^ 
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. .  ^  I  would  do  fo  gladly/*  nid  Lord  Glenmor- 
locfa ;  *^  but  the  caaket  which  contains  it  ia  nol 
in  my  posaewoA.  It  was  amed  when  I  was  af* 
rested  at  Gseenlacfa.'^ 

,^  ^  It  will  bc^noJooger  widi-held  from  you/*  said 
Heriot ;  *<  for  I  understood  my  Master'^s  natu* 
ral  good  sense,  aad  ssine  informatioa  which  he 
had  procured,  I  know  not  how,  has  hidueedlttm 
to  contradict  the  whole  diafge  of  the  attempt 
onhisperBOB.  It  is  entirely  hushed  up,  and  you 
wiU  only  be  prpeeedcd  against  toe  your  TioIcBee 
on  Lord  Dalgarno,  committed  within  the  Teige 
of  the  Palace ;  and  thut  you  will  find  heavy 
enough  to  an6wer«^ 

**  I  will  not  shrink  under,  the  weight,""  sud 
Lord  Glenvarloch ;  <<  but  that  is  not  the  pre» 
9ent  point— If  I  had  that  casket-*^-^*** 

^'  Your  baggage  stood  in  the  little  anti-ioani, 
as  I  paiBsed,^.  said  the  dtizen,  ^*  the  casket  caught 
my  eye.  I  think  you  had  it  of  me— It  was  my 
old  friend  Sir  Faithful  Fn^'s.  Ay,  he  too  had 
a  son        ^    Here  he  stopped  short. 

<'  A  son  who,  like  Jjord  GlenTailochX  did  no 
credit  to  bis  father.    Was  it  not  so  you  wooU 
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have  ended  the  sentence.  Master  Heriot  f^  said' 
the  young  lord. 

^*  My  lord,  it  was  a  word  spoken  rashly ,**  an* 
swered  Heriot.  *<  God  may  mend  all  in  his  own 
good  time.  This  however  I  will  say,  that  I  have 
flometimes  envied  my  friends  their  fair  and  floa-» 
rishing  families ;  and  yet  have  I  seen  such  changes^ 
wheo  death  has  removed  the  head,  so  many  ridi 
men^s  sons  pennyless,  the  hdrs  of  eo  many  knights 
and  nobles  acreless,  that  I  think  mine  own  estate 
and  memory,  as  I  shall  order  it,  has  a  fair  chance 
of  outliving  those  of  greater  men,  though  God 
has  given  me  no  heir  of  my  name.  But  this  is 
from  the  puipoee.— Ho  i  warder,  bring  in  Lord 
Glenvarloch^s  baggage.^  The  officer  obeyed, 
Seals  had  been  placed  upon  the  trunk  and  casket, 
but  were  now  removed,  the  wardtf  sud,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  subsequent  cNrders  from  Court, 
and  the  whole  was  placed  at  the  prisoner's  free 
disposal. 

Desirous  to  bring  this  piunful  vint  to  a  con- 
dunon.  Lord  Glenvarlodi  opened  the  casket,  and 
looked  through  the  papers  which  it  contained, 
first  hastily,  and  then  more  slowly  and  accurately. 
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but  it  waa  all  in  vain.  The  Soveragn^'s  aigned 
warrant  had  disappeared. 
.  '*  I  thought  and  expected  nothing  better,*  said 
George  Heriot,  bitterly.  ^<  The  beginning  of 
evil  is  the  letting  out  of  water.  Here  i$  a  fair  he- 
ritage lost,  I  dare  say,  on  a  foul  cast  at  dice,  or 
a  coojuiing  trick  at  cards  I-— My  lord,  your  aur- 
INrise  is  well  played.  I  give  you  full  joy  of  your 
accomplishments.  I  have  seen  many  aa  young 
brawlers  and  spendthrifts,  but  nev^  ao  young 
and  acoompliahed  a  dissembler.— Nay ,  man,  never 
bend  your  angry  brows  on  me.  I  speak  in  bit- 
lemess  of  heart,  from  what  I  remember  of  your 
worthy  father ;  and  if  bis  son  hears  of  hia  dege- 
neracy  irom  no  one  else,  he  shall  hear  it  fran  the 
qU  goldsmith*^ 

.  This  new  susfHaon  drove  Nigel  to  the  Toy  ex- 
treuuty  of  his  patience ;  yet  the  motives  and  seal 
of  the  good  old  man^  $8  well  as  the  circumstan- 
ces of  suspicion  which  created  his  disjJeasure, 
were  so  excellent  an  excuse  for  it,  that  they  form- 
ed an  absolute  curb  on  the  resentnient  of  Lord 
Olenvarloch,  and  constrained  him,  after  two  or 
three  hasty  exclamations,  to  observe  a  proud  and 
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sullen  silence.  At  length.  Master  Heriot  resukned 
his  lecture. 

<*  Hark  yod,  my  lord,^  he  said,  **  it  is  scarce 
possible  that  this  most  important  paper  can  be 
absolutely  asngned  away.  Let  me  know  in  what 
obscure  comer,  and  for  what  petty  sum,  it  lies 
pledged — sdmetUng  may  yet  be  done.^ 

'^  Your  efforts  in  my  favour  are  the  more  ge^ 
nerous,^  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  *^  as  you  offer 
them  to  one  whom  you  believe  you  have  cause 
to  think  hardly  of-^-but  they  are  altogether  un* 
availing.  Fortune  has  taken  the  field  against  me 
at  every  point.    Even  let  her  win  the  battle*^ 

**  Zouns  !^  exclaimed  Heriot,  impatiently,-^ 
«<  you  would  make  a  saint  swear.  Why,  I  telt 
you,  if  this  paper,  the  loss  of  which  seems  to  At 
so  light  on  you,  be  not  found,  farewell  to  the  fair 
lordship  of  Glenvarloch— firth  and  forest— Jea 
and  farrow— lake  and  stream-- «11  that^  has  been 
in  the  house  of  Olifaunt  since  the  days  of  WiL 
liam  the  Lion.^ 

<^  Farewdl  to  them,  then,*^  said  Nigel,— ^'  and 
that  moan  is  soon  made.^ 

^Sdeath !  my  lord,  you  will  make  more  moan 
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far  it  ere  you  die,*  said  Heriot,  in  the  same  tone 
of  angry  impatience. 

«  Not  r,  my  old  friend,^  said  Nigel.  « If  I 
mourn,  Master  Heriot,  it  will  be  for  having  lost 
the  good  opnion  of  a  worthy  man,  and  lost  it,  as 
I  moiBt  say,  most  undeservedly.^ 

*'  Ay,  ay,  young  man,*  said  Heriot,  shalung 
his  head,  ^*  make  me  believe  that,  if  you  can.— 
To  sum  the  matter  up,*  he  said,  riang  from  his 
seat,  and  walking  towards  that  ooca[ned  by  the 
disgiused  female,  ^  for  our  matters  are  now 
drawn  into  sndall  compass,  you  shall  as  ioob 
make  me  believe  that  this  masquerading  mum- 
mer, on  whom  I  now  lay  the  hand  of  pattfoal 
authority,  is  a  French  page^  who  understands  no 
English.* 

So  saying,  he  took  hold  of  the  supposed  fifp* 
cloak,  and,  not  without  some  gentle  degree  of  ?io* 
lence,  led  into  the  middle  of  the  apartment  tbe 
disguised  fair  one,  who  in  vm  attempted  to  cover 
her  face,  first  with  her  mantle,  and  afterwards 
with  her  hands ;  both  which  impediments  Mastff 
Heriot  removed,8omethingunoeremonkN]sly,Bi>d 
gave  to  view  the  detected  daughter  of  the  eU 
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chrdnologbt,  his  Own  fair  god-daughter,  Marga* 
ret  Ramsay. 

<<  Here  is  goodly  gear,^  he  said ;  and,  as  ho 
spoke,  he  could  not  prevent  himself  from  giving 
'  her  a  slight  shidce,  for  we  have  elsewhere  noticed 
that  he  was  a  severe  discijdinarian.— *'  How 
comes  it,  minion,  that  I  find  you  ia  so  shameless 
a  dress,  and  so  unworthy  a  situation  ?  Nay,  your 
modesty  is  now  mistimed-^-it  should  have  come 
somier.    Speak,  or  I  will        ^ 

<*  Master  Heriot,^  said  Lord  Glenvarioch, 
^^  whatever  right  you  may  have  over  this  muden 
elsewhere,  while  in  my  apartment,  she  is  under 
^  my  protection.^ 

*<  Your  protection,  my  lord  I*-ra  proper  pro« 
tector ! — And,  how  Icmg,  m^stres^,  have  you  been 
under  my  lonPs  protection  ?  Speak  out^  forsooth."^ 

**  For  the  mutter  of  two  hours,  godfather,^ 
answered  the  maiden,  with  a  countenai^  bent 
to  the  ground,  and  covered  with  blushes,  "  b)|fc 
it  was  agamst  my  wiU.'' 

^*  Two  hours  t"  repeated  Heriot,— "  space 
enough  for  mischief.«-^My  lord,  thb  is,  I  suppose* 
smother  victim  offeredto  your  character  of  gal« 
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]imtiy-i««nother  adventure  to  be  boasted  of  at 
Beaujeau^s  ordinary  ?  Methinks,  the  roof  under 
which  you  first  met  this  stUy  maideD^  should  have 
secured  her  at  least  from  such  a  fate.^ 

<*  On  ray  honour,  Master  Heriot,^  said  L.ord 
Glenvarloch,  '<  you  remind  me  now,  for  the  first 
time,  that  I  saw  this  young  lady  in  your  famity. 
Her  features  are  not  eadly  forgotten,  and  yet  I 
was  trying  in  vain  to  recollect  where  I  had  last 
looked  on  them.  For  your  suspicions,  they  are 
as  false  as  they  are  injurious  both  to  her  and  me. 
I  had  but  discovered  her  disguise  as  you  «it»ed. 
I  am  satisfied,  from  her  whole  behaviour,  that 
her  presence  here  in  this  dress  was  inv<4untary ; 
and  God  forbid  that  I  had  been  capable  of  ta- 
king  advantage  of  it  to  her  prejudice.^ 

<<  It  is  well  mouthed,  my  kird,^  sud  Master 
Heriot ;  *'  but  a  cunning  clerk  can  read  the 
Apocrypha  as  loud  as  the  Scripture.  Frankly, 
my  lord,  yon  are  come  to  that  pass,  where  your 
words  will  not  pass  without  a  warrant.*" 

"  I  should  not  speak,  perhaps,^  said  Marga- 
ret, the  natural  vivacity  of  whose  temper  oooM 
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pever  be  long  suppressed  by  any  shuatxm,  how- 
ever disadvantageous,  <^  but  I  cannot  be  silent* 
€rodfather,  yon  do  me  WTong«-«nd  no  less  wrong 
to  this  young  nobleman.  You  say  his  words 
want  a  warrant.  I  know  where  to  find  a  war- 
rant for  some  of  them,  and  the  rest  I  deeply  and 
devoutly  beEieve  without  one.^ 

^  And  I  thank  you,  maiden,"*  replied  Nigd, 
<*  irar  the  good  opinion  you  have  expressed.  lam 
at  that  point  it  seems,  though  how  I  have  been 
driven  to  it  I  know  not,  where,  every  fair  con* 
alrttctaon  of  my  actions  and  motives  is  refubed 
me.  I  am  the  more  obliged  to  her  who  grants 
iae  that  right  ^ibh  the  world  denies  m^.  For 
you,  lady,  were  I  at  fiberty,  I  have  a  sword  and 
arm  should  know  how  to  guard  your  reputation.^ 

^  Upon  my  word,  a  perfect  Amadis  and  Ori« 
ana  P  said  George  Heriot.  ^'  I  should  soon  gist 
my  throat  cut  betwixt  the  knight  and  the  prin^ 
cess,  I  suppose,  but  that  the  beef-eat«r»  are  hap 
ply  within  halloo.— Come,  come.  Lady  L^hu 
oVlove--4f  you  mean  to  mdce  your  way  with  me, 
it  nlust  be  by  plain  facts,  not  by  apeedies  iirom 
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rontuiits  and  play-books.     How,  in  Hearai^i 
name,  came  you  here  ?** 

*^  Sir,^  answered  Mai^garet,  ^  anoe  I  mmt 
wpetkf  I  went  to  Greenwich  this  morning  widi 
Monna  Paula,  to  present  a  petition  to  the  EJaif 
on  the  pari  of  the  Lady  HermioQe.^ 

*<  Mercy-»-gad  T  exclaimed  Heriot,  '*  it «!» 
in  the  dance,  too  ?  Could  die  not  have  wuted  my 
letum  to  sdr  in  her  affidrs  ?  But  I  suppose  die 
int^igence  I  sent  her  had  rendered  her  rettloL 
*  Ah  I  woman,  woman«->he  that  goes  partner  with 
you,  had  need  of  a  double  share  of  patience,  for 
you  will  bring  none  into  the  common  stod^^ 
Well,  but  what  on  earth  had  this  embasif  of 
Monna  PauU*s  to  do  with  your  absurd  diiguiK? 
Speak  out"* 

**  Monna  Paubi  was  frightened,^  answered 
Margaret,  *<  and  did  not  know  how  to  set  sboot 
the  errand,  for  you  know  she  scarce  ever  goes  oat 

of  doors— «nd  so— 4md  so— I  agreed  to  go  widi 
her  to  give  her  courage;  and,  for  the  dress,  I  sm 
sure  you  remember  I  wore  St  at  a  Christmas  mms- 
miag,  and  you  thought  it  not  unbeseeming."* 
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^<  YeSy  for  a  Christmas  pariour,^  said  Heriot, 
*^  but  not  to  go  a  maakiiig  through  the  oountrjf 
».  I  do  remember  it,  minion,  and  I  knew  it  even 
now ;  that  and  your  little  shoe  there,  linked  with 
a  hint  I  had  in  the  morning  from  a  friend,  or  one 
who  called  himself  snch,  led  to  your  detection.*-^ 
Here  Lord  Olenvarlodi'  coold  not  help  giving  & 
glance  at  the  pretty  foot,  which  even  the  staid 
citizen  thought  worth  reeoIlecti£m-*it  was  bat  a 
glance,  for  he  saw  bow  much  the  least  degree  of 
observation  added  to  Margaret^s  distress  and  coa- 
f  uaon.  ^*  And  tell  me,  muden,*  continued  Mas* 
ter  Heriot,  for  what  we  have  observed  was  bye* 
play,— ^^  did  the  Lady  Hermione  know  of  this 
fiur  work?" 

^*  I  dared  not  have  told  her  for  the  world,^ 
said  Margaret-—"  she  thought  one  of  our  ap« 
prentices  went  with  Moona  Paula*^ 

It  may  be  here  noticed,  that  the  words,  **  our 
apprentices,^  seemed  to  have  in  them  something 
of  a  diarm  to  break  the  fascination  with  which 
Lord  Glenvarloch  had  hitherto  listened  to  the 
broken,  yet  interesting  details  of  Margaret^s  his- 
tory. 
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^'  And  wherefore  went  he  not  ?*-be  bad  been 
afittar  oompanioa  fixr  Monna  Paula  thanTos,  I 
wot,^  said  the  citixen. 

<<  He  was  otherwise  employed,^  said  Margaret, 
in  a  voice  scarce  andible. 

Master  George  darted  a  hasty  gknoe  at  Nigel, 
and  when  he  saw  Us  fSeatuxes  betoken  no  oon* 
aeiousnfiBB,  he  muttered  to  himsdf,*— **  It  must 
be  better  than  I  feared.— And  so  this  cursed  ^la. 
niard,  with  her  head  full,  as  they  all  have,  of 
disguises,  trapdoom,  n^ieJadders,  and  masks, 
was  jade  and  fool  enough  to  take  you  with  her 
on  this  wild-goose  errand  ?<*-And  how  sped  you, 
I  pray  P'* 

<<  Just  as  we  reached  the  gate  of  the  Park,^  re- 
plied  Margaret,  <'  the  cry  of  treascm  was  raised. 
I  know  not  what  became  of  Monna,  but  I  rut  till 
I  fell  into  the  arms  of  a  very  decent  serving^Aian, 
called  Linklater ;  and  I  was  fiun  to  tdlhim  I  was 
your  god-daughter,  and  so  he  kept  the  rest  of 
them  from  me,  and  got  me  to  speech  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, as  I  entreated  him  to  do.^ 

'*  It  is  the  only  agn  you  shewed  in  the  whole 
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Blatter  that  comHion  sense  had  not  utterly  de* 
terted  your  little  skuUy^.said  Heriot. 

*'  His  Majesty,^  continued  the  damsel,  ^^  wbm 
so  gracious  as  to  receive  me  alone,  though  the 
courtiers  cried  out  against  the  danger  to  hb  per- 
son, and  would  have  searched  me  for  arms,  God 
help  me,  but  the  King  forbade  it  I  fancy  he  had 
a  hint  from  Linklater  how  the  truth  stood  with 


*^  Well,  maiden,  I  ask  not  what  passed,**  said 
Heriot;  **  it  becomes  not  me  to  pry  into  my  Mas- 
ter^s  secrets.  Had  you  been  closeted  with  his 
grandfather,  the  Red  Tod  of  Saint  Andrews,  as 
Darie  Lindsay  used  to  call  him,  by  my  faith,  I 
should  have  had  my  own  thoughts  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  but  our  Master,  God  bless  him,  is  douce  and 
femperatfe,  and  Solomon  in  erery  thing,  save  in 
the  diapter  of  wives  and  concubines.'" 

**  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  sir,**  answered 

ICsrgaret.    <<.  His  Majesty  was  most  kind  and 

compassionate,  but  said  I  must  be  sent  hither, 

and  that  the  Lieutenants  lady,  the  Lady  Man- 

ael,  would  have  a  charge  of  me,  and  see  that  I 

sustained  no  wrong ;  and  the  King  promised  to 

11 
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send  me  in  a  Ulted  barge,  and  under  oonduet  o€ 
a  person  well  known  to  you;  and  thus  I  come  ta 
be  in  the  Tower.* 

*^  But  bow,  or  why,  in  this  apartment,  nymph  V* 
said  George  Heriot-— **  Expound  that  to  nie»  for 
I  think  the  riddle  needs  readtng.'" 

*<  I  cannot  explain  it,  sir,  further,  than  that 
the  Lady  Mansel  sent  me  here,  in  qMte  of  my 
earnest  prayers,  tears,  and  entreaties.  I  was  not 
afnud  of  any  thing,  for  I  knew  I  should  be  pro- 
tected. But  I  could  have  died  then^-eould  die 
now — &r  Yery  shame  and  confusion.* 

^*  Well,  well,  if  your  tears  are  genuine,* 
Heriot,  *^  they  may  the  sooner  wash  out  the 
mory  of  your  fkult^^Enows  your  iSuher  aught 
of  this  escape  of  yours  ?* 

«'  I  would  not  f<Hr  the  w<M-ld  he  did,**  i^ied 
she ;  <*  he  believes  me  with  the  Lady  Hermiooe.* 

**  Ay,  honest  Davie  can  regulate  his  horolo- 
ges better  than  his  family.  Come,  damsel,  now 
I  will  escort  you  back  to  the  Lady  Manael,  and 
pray  her,  of  her  kindness,  that  when  she  b  again 
trusted  with  a  goosey  she  will  not  give  it  to  the 
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fox  to  keep.— -The  warders  will  let  ug  pass  to  my 
ladj^s  lodgings,  I  trust.^ 

<^  Stay  but  one  moment,^  said  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch.  *^  Whatever  hard  opinion  you  may  have 
formed  of  me,  I  forgive  you,  for  time  will  shew 
that  you  do  me  wrong;  and  you  yourself,  I 
think,  will  be  the  first  to  regret  the  injustice  you 
have  done  me.  But  involve  not  hi  your  suspi- 
cjums  this  young  person,  for  whose  purity  of 
thought  angeb  themselves  should  be  vouchers.  I 
have  marked  every  look,  every  gesture;  and 
whilst  I  can  draw  breath,  I  shall  ever  think  of 
her  with        " 

*^  Think  not  at  all  of  her,  my  lord,^  answered 
George  Heriot,  interrupting  him ;  *^  it  is,  I  have 
a  noticHi,  the  best  favour  you  can  do  her ;— or 
think  of  her  as  the  daughter  of  Davy  Bamsay,  the 
clockmaker,  no  proper  subject  for  fine  speeches, 
romantic  adventures,or  high-flown  Arcadian  com- 
pliments.— I  give  you  god-den,  my  lord.  I  think 
not  altogether  so  harshly  as  my  speech  may  have 
spoken.  If  I  can  help—that  is,  if  I  saw  my  way 
clearly  through  this  labyrinth—- but  it  avails  not 
talking  now.    I  give  your  lordship  god-den.— 

VOL.  III.  L 
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Here,  warder !    Penmt  us  to  pais  to  the  Ladj 
Mamel^s  apartment.'*" 

The  wardor  said  he  must  have  orders  from  the 
Lieutenant ;  and  as  he  retired  to  procure  them, 
the  parties  renniaed  standing  near  eadi  other, 
but  without  qpeakhigi  and  scarce  hwldng  ai  each 
other  save  by  stealth,  a  situation  -which,  in  two 
of  the  party  at  llsast,  was  sufficiently  embai  iwii 
ing.  The  difierenoe  of  rapk,  though  in  that 
age  a  oonaidefaUaB  so  serious,  could  not  preiveot 
Lord '  Glenvarlodi  from  seeing  that  Margaivt 
Ramsay  was  one  of  the  prettiest  young  iromea 
he  had  ev&r  beheld— 4rom  suspectii^,  he  oould 
scarce  tell  why,  that  he  himself  was  not  indifler- 
ent  to  her-«ftom  feeling  assured  that  he  had  been 
the  cause  cf  much  of  her  present  distress  ■  «dmi> 
ration,  self  Jove,  and  generoaty,  acting  in  favour 
of  the  same  object ;  and  when  the  yeoBMm  re- 
turned with  permission  to  his  guests  to  withdraw, 
NigePs  obeisance  to  the  beautiful  daughter  of  &e 
mechaiue  was  marked  with  an  expresnoo,  winch 
called  up  in  her  cheeks  as  mudi  colour  as  any 
incident  of  the  eventful  day  had  hitherto  excited. 
She  returned  the  courtesy  timidly  and  u 
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lutely— -dung  to  her  godfather^s  arm,  and  left  the 
apartment,  which,  dark  as  it  was,  had  never  yet 
appeared  so  obscure  to  Nigel,  as  when  the  door 
closed  behind  her. 


r» 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Yet  thou^  tfaoa  dioiild*flt  be  dngg:*d  in  moiii 

To  yonder  jgnominiwis  tree, 
Thoa  <lnlt  not  want  one  faidifiil  firiend 

To  riiaic  die  crad  fries*  deereew 


Mastbe  Gxorgk  Hbbiot  and  bis  ward,  as 
she  might  justly  be  termed,  for  bis  affectioo  to 
Margaret  imposed  cm  him  all  the  cares  of  a  guar- 
dian, were  ushered  by  the  yeomen  of  the  goard 
to  tbe  lodging  of  the  lieutenant,  where  thef 
found  him  seated  with  his  lady.  They  were  re- 
ceived by  both  with  that  decorous  civility  whid 
Master  UeriotV  character  and  suiqposed  influcooe 
demanded,  even  at  the  hand  of  a  punctilioas  old 
soldier  and  courtier  like  Sir  Edward  Haosel. 
Lady  Mansel  received  Margaret  with  like  cour- 
tesy, and  informed  Master  George  that  A»  w 
now  only  her  guest,  and  no  longer  her  priaooff • 
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^<  She  18  at  liberty,**  she  said,  <*  to  return  to 
her  friends  under  your  diarge-nnich  is  his  Ma* 
jesty^s  pleasure.^ 

'*  I  am  glad  of  it,  madam,^  answered  Heriot, 
^*  but  only  I  could  have  wished  her  freedom  had 
taken  place  before  her  foolish  interview  with  that 
singular  young  man ;  and  I  marvel  your  lady, 
ship  permitted  iL^ 

^  My  good  Master  Heriot,^  said  Sir  Edward, 
<<  we  act  according  to  the  commands  of  one  bet- 
ter and  wiser  than  ourselves—our  orders  from  his 
Mqesty  must  be  strictly  and  literally  obeyed ; 
and  I  need  not  say  that  the  wisdom  of  his.  Ma- 
jesty doth  more  than  ensure        ^ 

**  I  know  his  Majesty^s  wisdom  well,^  said 
Heriot ;  <^  yet  there  is  an  old  proverb  about  fire 
and  flax — ^wdl,  let  it  pass*^ 

**  I  see  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  stalking  to- 
wards the  door  of  the  lodging,*  said  the  Lady 
Mansel,  ^^  with  the  gait  of  a  lame  crane — ^it  is  his 
second  virit  this  rooming.* 

^<  He  brought  the  warrant  for  discharging 
I^rd  Glenvarloch  of  the  charge  of  treason,*  said 
Sir  Edward. 
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*<  Andfram  htoiy^said  Hericyt,  ^  I  hmrd much 
of  wUtl  had  befalkn ;  for  I  came  from  Fnnee 
only  late  last  evening,  and  somewhat  unexpect- 
edly-'' 

As  tiiey  s|N>lDe,  Sir  Mungo  entered  the  apatt- 
men  ■  aJnluted  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  and 
his  lady  with  oereAiODious  dviHtj— hoodmed 
George  Heriot  with  a  patronizing  nod  of  adcDow- 
ledgmei^t^  and  accosted  Margaret  with — ^''Hey! 
my  young  charge^  you  have  not  doffed  jour 
masculine  aftire  yet  ?** 

*<  She  does  not  mean  to  ky  it  aside,  Sir  Man- 
go,'* said  Heriot,  speaking  loud,  ^'  until  die  he 
had  satisfaction  from  you,  for  hetraying  her  &> 
guise  to  me,  like  a  fidse  kmghtUand  in  very  deed. 
Sir  Mungo,  I  think  when  yon  told  me  riie'was 
rambling  about  in  so  fttiange  a  dress,  yoo  m^jiit 
have  said  also  that  she  was  under  Lady  ManseTs 
protection. 

«  That  was  the  Cngfs  secret)  Master  Heriot,*' 
said  Sir  Mungo,  throwing  himself  into  a  dair 
with  an  air  of  atrabilious  importance;  <'  the 
other  was  a  well-meaning  hint  to  yoursdf  as  the 
girl's  friend." 
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<<  Yes/'  replied  Herioty  <<  it  was  done  like  your, 
self—- enough  told  to  make  me  unhappy  about 
her— not  a  word  which  could  relie?e  my  uneasi- 


*^  Sir  Mungo  will  not  hear  that  remark,''  said 
thelady ;  *^  we  mutt  change  the  subject.— Ib  there 
any  news  from  court,  Sir  Mungo  P  ytm  have  been 
to  Greenwich  P'^ 

"  You  might  aa  well  ask  me,  madam,"  answer- 
ed the  Knight,  <<  whether  there  is  any  n«ws  from 
hell.'' 

**  How»  Sir  Mui^o,  how  r  said  Sir  Edward, 
<*  measure  your  words  something  better— » You 
speak  of  the  court  of  King  James.'' 

^*  Sir  Edward,  if  I  spoke  of  the  court  tit  the 
twelve  Kusars,  I  would  say  it  is  as  confused  for 
the  present  as  the  infernal  regions.  Cdurders  of 
f<Mrty  years  standing,  and  such  I  may  write  my- 
self, are  as  far  to  seek  in  the  matter  as  a  minnow 
in  the  Maelstrom.  Some  folks  say  the  King  has 
frowned  on  the  Prinoe— «ome  that  the  Prince  has 
looked  grave  on  the  Duke— some  that  JLordGlen* 
varlod»  shall  be  hanged  for  high  treason — and 
some  that  there  u  matter  against  Lord  Dalgarno 
that  may  cost  him  ah  much  as  his  head's  worth." 
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^*  And  what  do  you»  that  are  a  ccwirtiar  of 
forty  yean  standiiig,  think  of  it  all?^  said  Sk 
Edward  ManaeL 

<<  Nay,  nay,  do  not  ask  him.  Sir  Edward,^  nid 
the  lady,  with  an  expressive  look  to  her  husband. 

*<  Sir  Mungo  is  too  witty,^  added  Master  He- 
riot,  ^*  to  remember  that  he  who  says  aught  that 
may  be  repeated  to  bis  own  prejudice^  does  but 
load  a  piece  for  any  of  the  company  to  shoot  him 
dead  with,  at  their  pleasure  and  oonvenieDoe.* 

«  What !''  said  the  bold  knight,  <<  you  thmk 
I  am  afraid  of  the  trepan  ?  Why  now,  what  if  I 
should  say  that  Dalgamo  has  more  wit  than  ho- 
nesty,— ^the  Duke  more  sail  than  hallast> — the 
Prince  more  pride  than  prudence — and  that  the 
Eng  ^  The  Lady  Mansel  held  up  her  finger 
in  a  warning  manner—^'  that  the  King  is  raj 
very  goocjl  master,  who  has  given  me  for  for^ 
years  and  more,  doge's  wages,  videlicet,  bones  and 
beating.<-*Why  now,  all  this  is  said,  and  Archie 
Armstrong  says  worse  than  this  of  the  best  of 
them,  every  day.*" 

**  The  more  fool  he,^  said  George  Heiiot; 
^^  yet  he  is  not  so  utterly  wrong,  for  folly  is  his 
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best  wifldom.  But  do  not  you,  Sir  Mungo,  set 
your  wit  against  a  fooPs,  thou^  he  be  a  court 
fool.'' 

^  A  fool,  said  you  P^  replied  Sir  Mungo,  not 
having  fully  beard  what  Master  Heriot  said,  or 
not  choosing  to  have  it  thought  so,*— ^*  I  have 
been  a  fool  indeed,  to  hang  on  at  a  close-fisted 
court  here,  when  men  of  understanding  and  men 
of  action  have  been  making  fortunes  in  every  other 
place  of  Europe.  But  here  a  man  comes  indiffer- 
ently off  unless  he  gets  a  great  key  to  turn,  (look- 
ing  at  Sir  Edward,)  or  can  beat  tattoo  with  a. 
hammer  on  a  pewter  plate.— -Well,  sirs,  I  must 
make  as  much  haste  back  on  mine  errand  as  if 
I  were  a  tee'd  messenger. — Sir  Edward  and  my 
lady,  I  leave  my  commendations  with  you— and 
my  good  will  with  you.  Master  Heriot— 4nd  for 
this  breaker  of  bounds,  if  you  will  act  by  my 
oounsel,  some  maceration  by  fasting,  and  a  gentle 
use  of  the  rod,  is  the  best  cure  for  her  giddy  fits.^ 

<^  If  you  propose  for  Greenwich,  Sir  Mungo,^ 
said  the  Lieutenant,  ^^  I  can  spare  you  the  la* 
bour— the  King  comes  immediately  to  White* 
hall." 
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*^  And  that  must  be  the  reason  the  oouiuel 
are  summoned  to  meet  in  such  huny,^  said  Sir 
Mungo.  "  Well — I  will,  with  your  permissioo, 
go  to  the  poor,  lad  Gkavarloch,  and  bestow  saoK 
comfort  on  him.*" 

The  Lieutenant  seemed  to  look  ug,  and  pause 
for  a  moment  as  if  in  doubt 

'^  The  lad  will  want  a  |deaaant  companion,  who 
can  tell  him  the  nature  of  the  punishment  whicb 
he  b  to  suffior^  and  other  mattersof  concemmeat. 
I  will  not  leave  him  until  I  shew  him  how  ab- 
solutely he  hath  ruined  himself  from  feather  to 
spur,  how  deplorable  is  his  present.state,  and  hov 
small  his  chance  of  mending  it,^ 

^<  Well,  Sir  Mungo,^  replied  the  Lieutensnt, 
'<  if  you  really  think  all  this  likely  toiie  very  odd-. 
solatory  to  the  party  concerned,  I  will  send  awar- 
der ta  conduct  you.^ 

<<  And  I,*"  said  George  Heriot,  <<  will  humUjF 
pray  of  Li|dy  Mansel,  that  she  will  lend  some  of 
her  hand-maiden^s  apparel  to  this  giddy^bFained 
girl ;  for  I  .shall  forfeit  my  reputation  if  I  walk 
up  Tower-hill  with  her  in  that  mad  gui9e--aiKl 
yet  the  silly  lassie  looks  not  so  ill  in  it  neitber."" 
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^'  I  will  send  my  coach  with  you  iosUmtly,'^ 
said  the  obliging  lady. 

<^  Taith,  madani^  and  if  you  will  honour  us 
by  such  courtesy,  I  will  gladly  accept  it  at  your 
faaiida,^  said  the  diizen^  ^<  for  bu&iness  presses 
hard  on  me,  and  the  forenoon  is  ahready  lost,  to 
little  purpoise.^ 

The  coach  being  ordered  aooordingly,  trans- 
ported  the  worthy  citizen  and  his  chaige  to  his 
mansion  in  Lombard^street.  There  he  found  his 
presence  was  anxiously  expected  by  the  Lady 
Hermione,  who  had  just  received  an  order  to  be 
in  readiness  to  attend  upon  the  Royal  Privy 
Council  in  the  course  of  an  hour;  and  upon 
friiomy  in  her  inaperienee  of  budness,  and  long 
retbement  froni  society  and  the  world,  the  inti- 
madon  had  made  as  deep  an  impression  as  if  it  had 
not  been  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  petition 
which  she  had  presented  to  the  King  by  Monna 
Paula.  George  Heriot  gently  blamed  her  for 
taking  any  steps  in  an  affair  so  important  until 
his  return  from  France,  especially  as  he  bad  re- 
quested her  to  remain  quiet,  in  a  letter  which  ac- 
companied the  evidence  he  had  transmitted  to 
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her  from  Paris.  She  oould  only  plead  in  answer 
the  influence  whidi  her  immediately  stiinng  in 
the  matter  was  likely  to  have  on  the  afiairof  her 
kinsman  Lord  Gloivarloch,  for  she  was  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  how  much  she  had  been  gained 
on  by  the  eager  importunity  of  her  youtfafol 
companion.  The  motive  of  Margaret*aeageniecB 
was«  of  course,  the  safety  of  Nigel ;  but  we  must 
leave  it  to  time,  to  shew  in  what  particulars  dist 
came  to  be  connected  with  the  petition  of  the 
Lady  Hermione.  Meanwhile,  we  return  to  tbe 
visit  with  which  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  & 
voured  the  afflicted  young  nobleman  in  his  piaoe 
of  captivity. 

The  Knight,  after  the  usual  salutations,  sad 
having  prefaced  his  discourse  with  a  great  dai 
of  professed  regret  for  NigePs  atuation,  sal  down 
beade  him,  and  oompoong  his  giDtesque  featmo 
into  the  most  lugubrious  despondence,  began  Us 
xaven-song  as  follows : — 

*<  I  bless  God,  my  lord,  that  I  was  the  posao 
who  had  the  pleasure  to  bring  his  Majesty^  miU 
messi^  to  the  Lieutenant,  discharging  the  higiwr 
prosecution  agunst  ye,  for  any  thing  meditslsd 
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againat  his  Majesty^s  sacred  person ;  for,  admit 
you  be  prosecuted  on  the  lesser  offienoe,  or  breach 
of  privilege  of  the  palace  and  its  precincts,  tisqiu 
ad  mtdUatumemy  even  to  dismembratbn,  as  it  is 
most  likely  you  will,  yet  the  loss  of  a  member  is 
nothing  to  bang  hanged  and  drawn  quick,  after 
the  fashion  of  a  traitor.^ 
.  *'  I  should  feel  the  shame  of  having  deserved 
such  a  punishment,^  answered  Nigel,  *'  more 
than  the  pain  of  undergoing  it.^ 

*'  Doubtless,  my  lord,  the  having,  as  you  say, 
.deserved  it,  must  be  an  excruciation  to  your  own 
mind,^  replied  his  tormentor ;  *<  a  kind  of  mental 
and  metaphysical  hanging,  drawing,  and  quar- 
tering, which  may  be  in  some  measure  equipol- 
lent with  the  external  application  of  hemp,  iron, 
,6re,  and  the  like,  to  the  outer  man.^ 

'*  I  say.  Sir  Mungo,^  repeated  Nigel,  *'  and 
beg  you  to  understand  my  words,  that  I  am  un- 
conscious of  any  error,  save  that  of  having  arms 
on  my  person  when  I  chanced  to  approach  that 
.of  my  Sovereign.*^ 

*'  Ye  are  right,  my  lord,  to  acknowledge  no- 
thing,^ said  Sir  Mungo.   '<  We  have  an  old  pro- 
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verb|— Confess,  and— aoforth.  And  indeed,  as  to 
the  weapons,  bis  Majesty  has  a  special  ill  will  at 
all  anns  whatsoever,  and  more  especially  pistds; 
but,  as  I  said,  there  is  an  end  of  that  matter.  I 
wish  you  as  well  through  the  next,  which  is  al- 
together unlikely  ."*" 

**  Surely,  Sir  Mungo,^  answered  Nigel,  *•  you 
yourself  might  say  scMonething  in  my  favour  coo- 
oeming  the  aflkir  in  the  Park.  None  knows  bet- 
ter than  you  that  I  was  at  that  moment  urged 
by  wrongs  of  the  most  honous  nature,  oftred  to 
me  by  Lord  Dalgamo,  many  (rf  whieh  were  re- 
ported to  me  by  yourself,  much  to  the  inflam- 
mation of  my  pesaon.^ 

**  Alack-a^y  I  — - Alack-a^lay  r  replied  Sir 
Mungo,  <*  I  remember  but  too  well  how  modi 
your  choler  was  inflamed,  in  s^te  of  the  various 
remonstrances  which  I  made  to  you  Teepet&ag 
the  sacred  nature  of  the  place.  Alas !  alas !  yon 
cannot  say  you  leaped  into  the  mire  tat  lack  of 
warning.^ 

^<  I  see.  Sir  Mungo,  you  are  determined  to  re- 
member nothing  which  can  do  me  service,"" 
Nigel. 
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<<  Blithely  would  I  do  ye  service,^  said  the 
Knight ;  *<  and  the  best  whilk  I  eta  think  of  is, 
to  teU  you  the  process  of  the  punishmeot  to  the 
whilk  you  will  he  indubitably  subjected,  I  ha- 
ving had  the  good  fortune  to  bdiold  it  performed 
in  the  Qiiefflk^s  time,  on  a  chield  that  bad  written 
a  posquinadoe.  I  was  then  in  my  Lord  Gray^s 
traifi,  who  lay  leaguer  here,  and  being  always  co^ 
Vetous  of  pleasing  and  prcAtable  sights,  I  could 
not  dispense  irith  being  present  on  the  occasion.^ 

"  I  should  be  surprised  indeed,^  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  **  if  you  had  so  fior  put  restrunt 
upon  your  benevolence,  as  to  stay  away  from 
such  an  exhibition.*^ 

'^  Hey !  was  your  lordship  praymg  me  to  b^ 
present  at  your  own  execution  P*  answered  the 
Knight.  *'  Troth,  my  lord,  it  will  be  a  painful 
sight  to  a  friend,  biit  I  will  rather  puiush  ray- 
self  than  baulk  you.  It  is  a  pretty  pageant,  in 
the  main — a  very  pretty  pageant  The  Fallow 
dune  on  with  such  a  bold  face,  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  look  on  him.  He  was  dressed  all  in  white,  to 
fflgttify  harmlessness  and  innoceiice.  The  tbiiig 
was  done  on  a  scafibid  at  t^auPs  Cross— most 
likely  yours  will  be  at  Charing.    There  were  the 
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Sheriff's  and  the  Manhal^s  men,  and  what  not 
—the  executioner,  with  his  eleaver  and  malleC, 
and  his  man,  with  a  pan  of  hot  cbaicoal,  and  the 
irons  for  cautery.  He  was  a  dexterous  fallow  that 
Derrick.  This  man  Gregory  is  not  fit  to  jipper  a 
joint  with  him ;  it  nught  be  worth  your  lorddiip*s 
while  to  have  the  loon  sent  to  a  baxfaer-smgeaD^s, 
to  leam  some  needful  scantling  of  anatomy— it 

may  be  for  the  benefit  of  yourself  and  other  un- 
happy sufferers,  and  also  a  kindness  to  Gv^ory.* 
I  will  not  take  the  trouble,^  said  NigeL — 

If  the  laws  will  demand  my  hand,  the  execu- 
tioner may  get  it  off  as  he  best  can.  If  the  King 
leaves  it  where  it  is,  it  may  chance  to  do  himfaet> 
ter  service."^ 

'*  Vara  noUfr-i^vara  grand,  indeed^  my  loid,^ 
said  Sir  Mungo ;  <*  it  is  pleasant  to  see  a  fanfe 
man  suffer.  This  fallow  whom  I  spoke  of— (hii 
Tubbs,  or  Stubbes^  or  whatevw  the  plebeian  was 
called,  came  fiMrward  as  bold  as  an  emperor,  and 
said  to  the  people,  <  Good  friends,  I  come  to 
leave  here  the  hand  of  a  true  £nglishman»^  and 
clapped  it  OB  the  dressing-Idock  with  as  much 
ease  as  if  he  had  laid  it  on  his  sweetheart^sshool- 
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der,  whereupon  Derrick  the  haognuui,  adjuslifig, 
dye  wind  me,  the  edge  of  bis  cleaver  od  the 
very  joint,  hit  it  wkh  the  mallet  wkh  sudi  foroey 
that  the  hand  flew  off  as  far  from  the  owner  as  a 
IHauntlet  which  the  challenger  casts  down  in  the 
tilt-yard.  Wdl,  sir,  Stubbes,  or  Tubbs,  lost  no 
whit  of  oountcnanee,  nntil  the  fallow  clapped  the 
hissing-hot  iron  on  his  raw  stump.  Mylord,itjBs« 
zed  like  a  rasher  of  bacon,  and  the  fallow  set  up 
an  elritch  screech,  which  made  SKMne  think  his 
courage  was  abated ;  but  not  a  whit,  for  he  pluck** 
ed  off  his  hat  with  his  left  hand,  and  waved  it^ 
crying,  '  God  save  the  Queen,  and  confound  aU 
evil  counsellors  r  The  people  gave  him  three 
cheers,  which  he  deserved  for  his  stout  heart; 
and,  truly,  I  hope  to  see  your  locddup  loflEei^ 
with  the  tame  magnanimity.^ 

<*  I  thank  you.  Sir  Mungo,^  said  Nigd,  who 
had  not  been  able  to  forbear  some  natural  feeU 
iqgs  of  an  unpleasant  nature  during  this  lively 
detail^— -*^  I  have  no  doubt  the  exhibition  will  be 
a  Yery  engagipg  one  to  you  and  the  other  spec« 
tators,  whatsoever  it  may  prove  to  die  party  prin* 
cipally  ccmcerned.^ 

VOL.  III.  M 
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r  ^Vameiig)iigiDg,^aii8weradSirMai^o»^ 
latereBfiiig^-Tara  interefdog  indeed^  though  ml 
^together  to  much  ao  as  an  execiitipa  fiir  faigk 
treaaoiu  I  saw  Hif^yj  tbe  Winten,  Fawkes^  aod 
the  rest  of  the  gunpowder  gang,  sufer  Ibr  tibai 
tveasoiiy  whilk  was  a  vara  grand  qwdacie,  as  w«l 
in  iq^ard  to  their  soffcringB,  as  to  their  eonitan^ 
in  endniing/* 

.  <(  I  flnn  the  more  qbBged  to  your  goodnsai^ 
Sir  Mungo,''  reidied  Ntgel^  ^  that  has  iadneed 
you^  although  you  have  hMt  the  sigjht,  tooongn* 
tulate  me  on  mj  escape  from  the  haaard  of  ma- 
king  tbe  same  edifying  appearanoe.^ 
'  ^  As  you  sqr»  my  kxDd^^  answered  Sir  Mimgo^ 
V  the  loss  is  cUefly  in  appearance.  Nature  has 
been  very  bountifid  to  us,  and  has  g^ven  dupii* 
catesof  some  organs^  that  wemay  endure  the  ksi 
of  one  of  them,  diouU  some  mth  circumstance 
chance  in  our  pilgrimage..  See  my  poor  dextcTi 
abridged  to  one  thumb,  one  finger,  and  a  atuaip^ 
f-4>y  the  blow  of  my  advermry^s  weapon^  how« 
ever,  and  not  by  any  camificial  knife.  Weel^sir, 
this  poor  maimed  hand  doth  me^  in  aoaseaatt, 
as  much  service  as  ever;  and,  admit  yours  to  be 


taken  off  by  the  wnal,  jOii'  Jifiy^  fitiU  your  Ictft 
kaiid  fcv  your  wtyi^  and  itfe  better  flf^MliX'th* 
Utile  Dutch  dwarf  here  idbput  «>wp»  wht>  tkmidl 
H  needle,  limnii  writ^  and  toMwa.pike»  mevdy 
by  means  0f  hia  Ceety  without  ever  »  band  to  bd|^ 
hbn.'' 

<^  Well,  Sir  MnngD,'' aaid  Laid  Glenyartoohi 
«<  this  is  all  no  doubt  yeiy  conaolaloiy ;  but  I 
hope  the  King  will  spare  my  band  to  figbt  for 
bim  in  hatde,  where,  notwithstanding  aV  y0Wf 
kind  eDCQuragement,  I  could  qpend  pny  b)oo4 
much  more  cheerfully  than  on  a  scaffold*^ 
.  *^  It  is  even  a  aad  trutb»^  rej^ied  Sir  Mupgo, 
^^  that  your  lordship  was  but  too  likf)  to  b/^Vf 
dacd  on  a  acaffold-HOot  a  soul  tp  spefd^  for  yon 
but  that  dduded  bunie,  Maggie  |lanmy-^ 

^  Whom  mean  you  ?""  said  Nig^l,  mth  mfirf 
interest  than  he  had  hitherto  shewn  in  the  Knigb(Vi 
0oitai  unicatioM. 

'  ^^Nay,  who  sbpiild  I  mean,  but  tha(  tr^^y^ed 
lassie  whom  we  dined  with  whea  we  honoured 
lieriot  the  goldsmith  P  Ye  ken  best  hpw  yo^ji 
hnye  n^e  interest  with  her,  but  I  saw  her  tm 
her  knees  to  the  King  for  you.  Sbewiffeepmit. 
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led  to  my  charge,  to  brag  her  up  hither  in  honour 
and  safety.  Had  I  had  my  own  will,  I  would 
bkve  had  her  to  Bridewell^  to  flog  the  wild  Uood 
out  of  her-«-A  cutty  quean*  to  think  of  weaiing 
the  fareechesy  and  not  ao  much  as  married  jet  T 

*^  Hark  ye.  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,^  ma^ 
swered  Nigel,  **  I  would  have  you  talk  of  that 
young  person  with  fitting  reqpect.* 

<«  With  all  the  respect  that  befito  your  ktd« 
ship^s  paramour,  and  Davy  Bamsay^s  daughter, 
I  shall  certainly  speak  of  her,  my  lovd^^  and  Sir 
Mungo,  assuming  a  diy  tone  of  irony. 

Nigel  was  greatly  disposed  to  havemadeaae- 
rious  quarrel  of  it,  but  witb  Six  Mungo  such  an 
alBur  would  have  been  ridiculous ;  hesmochcrad 
hu  resentment,  therefive,  and  conjured  him  to 
tell  what  he  had  heard  and  seen  lespectiiig  dns 
young  person. 

'<  Simply,  that  I  was  in  the  anti-room  when 
she  had  audience,  and  heard  the  Sjng  say,  to 
my  great  perplexity,  *  Piddira  sane  p^etta;^  and 
Maxwell,  who  bath  but  indifferent  Ladn  ean, 
thought  that  his  Majesty  called  on  him  by  bis 
own  name  of  Sawney,  and  thrust  into  the  pi»> 
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tenoe,  and  thore  I  saw  faim,  with  his  own  band, 
rainng  up  the  lassie,  who,  as  I  said  heretofore, 
was  travestied  in  man'^s  attire.  I  should  have 
had  mjr  own  thoughts  of  it,  but  our  gracious 
Mastor  is  auld,  and  was  nae  great  gillrarager 
amang  the  queans  even  in  his  youth ;  and  he  was 
Comforting  her  in  his  own  way,  and  saying,-— 
*  Ye  needna  greet  about  it,  my  bonnie  woman, 
Glenvarlochides  shall  have  fair  play;  and,  in- 
deed, when  the  hurry  was  off  our  sprits,  we 
cokild  not  believe  that  he  had  any  dengn  on  our 
person.  And  touching  his  other  offenees,  we 
will  look  wisely  and  closely  into  the  matterJ*  So 
I  got  charge  to  take  the  young  fenceJouper  to 
the  Tower  here,  and  deliver  her  to  the  diarge  of 
Lady  Mansel ;  and  his  Majesty  ehaxged  me  to 
aay  not  a  word  to  her  about  your  offences,  for, 
aaid  he^  the  poor  thing  is  breaking  her  heart  for 
him.^ 

*^  And  on  this  you  charitably  have  founded 
the  opinion  to  the  prejudice  of  this  youi^  lady, 
which  you  have  now  thought  proper  to  express  ?^ 
anid  Lord  Glenvarlocb. 

*'  In  honest  truth,  my  lord,^  replied  SirMun- 
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gb,  *^  what  ojpihkRi  #biild  you  hare  me  fim 
of  a  wendi  irho  geto  into  male  habilimentBy  and 
goes  oh  her  khees  to  the  King  for  a  wild  yom^ 
nobleman  P  I  Wot  not  what  the  fasbkniaUewixd 
mayfae^  finr  the  phtase  diaoges,  though  tlie  cus- 
tom abides.  But  truly  1  mUBt  needs  think  this 
young  leddy-^4f  you  oaU  Watiiue  Ramsay^ 
daughter  a  yoiing  leddy— demeans  herself  mare 
likea  heddy  of  pleasure  thAhaleddyof  hnnoiir.^ 

**  You  do  her  ^;r^ous  wrong.  Sir  Mungo^* 
saidNigd;  ^ or  rather  yotl have  been  iliisled by 
appearances^^ 

*' So  will  all  the  world  be  misled,  my  lord,  nn- 
kto  you  were  doing  that  to  disabute  them  wUA 
your  fadier^s  soti  will  hardly  judge  it  fit  to  do.* 

'^  And  what  may  that  be,  I  pray  you  ?*" 

^  E^en  many  the  has  mate  her  Lcddy  6fap< 
n^lbdi.-!— Ay,  ay»  yi  inay  btarfe-^hut  iCs  Ae 
course  you  are  driving  on.  Rather  marry  than 
do  worse,  if  the  worst  be  not  done  already.** 

y  Sir  Mungo>^  said  Nige^  ««  I  pray  you  td 
forbear  this  sulgect,  and  rather  retmm  to  thstof 
the  mutiladon,  upon  which  it  pleased  yon  to 
ItstgB  a  diert  ifhile  flmee.^ 
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**  I  have  not  time  at  present,^  taid  Sir  Muii^ 
go,  faeanng  the  dock  strike  four ;  ^'butBoaooa 
as  you  shall  have  reeeived  sentenee,  my  lord,  you 
may  rely  on  my  gWing  you  the  fullest  detail  of 
the  whole  lolemnity ;  and  I  g^v6  you  my  word, 
as  a  knight  and  gentleman,  that  I  will  myself 
mttend  you  on  the  scaffold,  whoever  may  cast 
«our  looks  on  me  lor  doing  so.  I  bear  a  heart  to 
•aland  by  a  friend  in  the  worst  of  dmes.^  So  sap* 
ing,  he  wished  Lord  Glenyssrlodi  farewell,  who 
ielt  as  heartily  rqoioed  at  his  departure,  though 
it  may  be  a  bold  word,  as  any  person  who  had 
«ever  undergone  his  society! 

But  when  left  to  his  own  re^Midns^  Nigd 
tx>uld  not  help  feeling  sc^tude  nearly  as  irksome 
as  the  company  of  Sir  Mungo  Malsgrowthef. 
The  total  wreck  of  his  fortune,  whidi  seemed 
now  to  be  rendered  unavoidable  by  the  loss  of 
the  royal  warrant  that  had  afforded  him  the 
means  of  redeeming  his  paternal  estate,  was  an 
unexpected  and  additional  blow.  When  be  had 
last  seen  the  warrant  he  could  not  precisdy  re- 
member, but  was  inclined  to  think  it  was  in 
the  casket  when  he  took  out.  money  to  pay  tile 
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miier  far  hb  lodgings  at  Whitefriars.  Since  that 
tune,  the  casket  had  been  ahniost  constantly  us- 
der  his  own  eje^  exeepting  during  the  short  time 
lie  was  separated  f fom  his  baggi^  by  the  arrest 
in  Gieenwidi  Park.    It  might  indeed  have  been 
abstracted  at  that  time,  fikr  he  had  no  reason  to 
think  either  his  person  or  his  property  was  b  the 
hands  of  those  who  wished  him  well ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  locks  of  the  strong-box  had  sus- 
tuned  no  violence  that  he  ooold  observe^  sod 
being  of  a  partbidar  and  complicated  coostnie> 
tion,  he  thought  they  could  scarce  be  opened  with* 
out  an  instrument  made  on  purpose^  adapted  to 
thdr  peculiarities,  and  for  thb  there  had  been 
no  time.  But,  speculate  as  he  would  oa  the  bmiI> 
ter,  it  was  dear  tliat  tbb  important  docosMnt 
was  gone,  and  probable  that  it  had  passed  into 
no  friendly  hands^  -  *^  Let  it  be  so^^  said  Nigel 
to  himself;  "  I  am  scarody  worse  off  reyrtisg 
my  prospects  of  fortune  than  when  I  first  rtsdh- 
ed  thb  accursed  dty.    But  to  be  hampered  with 
crod  aocusatioDs,  and  stained  with  foul  soqpi- 
doos— to  be  the  object  of  pity  of  the  mostde- 
grading  kind  to  yonder  honest  dtizen,  sod  of 
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the  maKgnity  of  that  envious  and  atrabiliDiis 
oourtier,  tdio  can  endtue  the  good  fortune  and 
good  qualities  of  anodier  no  move  than  the  mole 
can  brook  sunshine— this  is  indeed  a  deplorable 
reflexion,  and  the  consequences  must  stick  tomy 
future  life,  and  impede  whatever  my  head  or  my 
handy  if  it  is  left  me,  might  be  aUe  toexecute  in 
ray  fisvourJ** 

The  feding  that  he  is  the  object  of  genem^ 
dislike  and  dereliction^  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
most  unendurably  punful  to  whidi  a  homan 
bebg  can  be  subjected.  The  most  atrocioiis 
criminals^  whose  nerves  have  not  shrunk  from  the 
most  horrid  crudty,  sufiier  more  from  the  con- 
aoousness  that  no  man  will  sympathise  with 
their  sufferings,  than  from  apprehenmn  of  thb 
personal  agony  of  their  impending  punisliment ; 
and  are  known  often  to  attempt  to  palliate  thrir 
enormities,  and  sometimes  altogether  to  deny 
what  is  establblied  by  the  cleartet  proof,  rather 
than  to  leave  life  under  the  general  ban  of  hu- 
manity. It  was  no  wonder  that  Nigel,  labouring 
under  the  sense  of  general,  though  unjust  suspi- 
^od,  should,  while  pondering  on  so  painful. « 
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theme,  recollect  that  one,  at  least,  had  not  ooiy 
beliered  him  innocent^  but  haianieri  hendl^ 
with  all  her  feeUe  power,  to  interpose  in  his  be* 
half. 

<^  Poor  girl,^  he  repeated,  <<  poor,  rash,  bat 
generous  maiden !  your  fate  is  that  of  her  in  Soou 
tish  story,  who  thrust  her  arm  into  the  staple  of 
the  door,  to  oppose  it  as  a  bar  against  the  anss* 
sins  who  threat^ed  the  murder  of  her  sovereign. 
The  deed  of  devotion  was  useless,  save  to  giv* 
an  immortal  name  to  her  by  whom  it  was  dooe^ 
and  whose  blood  flows,  it  is  said,  in  the  ^ns  of 
my  bouse.^ 

I  cannot  explain  to  the  reader  whether  the  re- 
collection of  this  historical  deed  of  devotion,  and 
the  lively  effect  which  the  comparison,  a  litlk 
overstrained  perhapsi  was  like  to  produce  in  &. 
vour  of  Margaret  Bameay,  was  not  qualified  by 
the  concomitant  ideas  of  ancestry  and  andest 
descent  with  which  that  recollection  was  mingled. 
But  the  contending  feelings  suggested  a  new 
train  of  ideas. — **  Ancestry,^  he  thought,  ^*  and 
ancient  descent,  what  are  they  to  me— my  pntii- 


mony  alienated— ^ny  title  become  a  reproach-* 
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&r  what  can  be  to  absurd  89  titled  beggarj^-^ny 
isharaeter  subjected  to  suspicion  ?  I  will  not  te- 
main  in  this  country ;  and  should  I,  at  leavingiC^ 
|M*ocure  the  society  of  one  so  lovely,  so  brattf, 
«nd  BO  faithful,  who  should  sfty  that  1  derogated 
ftom  the  rank  which  I  am  virtually  renoundog  ?^ 
There  was  something  romantic  and  pleasing 
M  he  pursued  this  pictiire  of  an  attached  and 
Aitliful  pair,  becoming  all  the  world  to  eaeh  othef  , 
%nd  stemming  the  tide  of  fate  arm  in  arm ;  and 
to'  be  linked  thus  with  a  creatutte  so  beaudfid^ 
find  who  had  taken  such  devoted  and  disinterest- 
ed concern  in  his  fortunes,  finmed  itself  into  audi 
-a  vision  as  rbmandc  youth  lovte  best  to  dwell 
%ipon. 

•  Suddenly  his  dream  wks  pamfuUy  disp^ed  by 
the  recoUection,  that  its  very  basis  rested  upon  the 
most  sdAsh  ingratitude  on  his  own  part  iLordof 
his  castie  and  his  towers,  his  forests  and  fields,  his 
Ifiyr  patrim'ony  and  noble  luune,  his  mind  would 
iibve  Injected  as  a  sort  of  impombility  the  idea  of 
'ekvi^ting  to  his  rank  the  daughter  of  a  mechanic ; 
but  whtt degraded  from  hisnobiKty,and  plunged 
into  povMy  imd  diffcutties,  he  was  ashamed  to 
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feel  hinoflelf  tiot  unwilling  that  this  poor  giri,  io 
the  blindneas  of  her  affection,  should  ahandon  all 
tl^  better  pnypecU  of  her  own  settled  oKxiditioOy 
to  embrace  the  peecBrious  and  doubtful  coone 
which  he  himself  was  condenuied  to.  Thegeoero- 
Mty  of  Nigel^s  mind  recoiled  from  the  selfishnew 
of  the  plan  of  hapinness  which  he  jMojected ;  and 
he  made  a  strong  effort  to  expel  Iran  his  thoughts 
tor  the  rest  of  the  evening  this  fiwrinating  female, 
or  at  least  not  to  permit  them  to  dwell  upon  the 
perilous  circumstances  that  she  was  at  present  the 
on] J  creature  living  who  seemed  to  oonaader  Ima 
MB  an  object  of  kindness. 

He  could  not,  however,  succeed  in  ^^""«>*"*g 
her  from  his  slumbers,  when,  after  having  speot 
a  weary  day,  he  betook  himself  to  a  pertuibed 
couch.  The  form  of  Margaret  nungled  with 
the  wild  mass  of  dreams  whidi  his  late  advea- 
tures  had  suggested ;  and  even  when,  copying  the 
lively  narrative  of  Sir  Mungo,  fancy  presented 
to  him  the  blood  bubbling  and  hissing  oa  the 
heated  iron,  Margaret  stood  behind  him  like  s 
spirit  of  light,  to  breathe  healing  on  the  wound. 
At  length  nature  was  exhausted  by  these  fimtss- 
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tic  creaUons,  and  Nigel  at  length  slept^  and  slept 
soundly,  unUl  awakened  in  the  morning  by  the 
sound  of  a  welUknown  v<»oe,  which  had  often 
broken  his  slumbers  about  the  same  hour* 


190  CHB  vomitnau  or  mesB. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Manx  eome  upt  nry  with  four  gvile  Uood  I 
Here'i  a  nd  ttxnm  bencadi  this  ttmxm  bine  doobht, 
That  wanna  the  heact  ai  kindlj  aa  if  diawn 
FMm  the  finr  aouvoa  of  cdd  Aa^rian  kiBgat 
Who  fiiat  made  mankind  aubject  to  their  awaj. 


Thb  sounds  to  which  we  alluded  in  our  hft, 
were  no  other  than  the  gprumbling  tones  of  Bidne 
Moniplies^s  voice.  This  worthy,  like  some  other 
persons  who  rank  high  in  th^  own  qpimon,  wm 
yery  apt,  when  he  could  have  no  other  auditor, 
to  hold  oonyersation  with  one  who  was  sure  to 
be  a  willing  listener-— I  mean  with  himsdfl  He 
was  now  brushing  and  arranging  Lord  Gkofsr- 
loch^s  clothes,  with  as  much  composure  and  quiet 
asflidiuty  as  if  he  had  never  been  out  of  his  ser- 
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irke,  and  grumbling  betwixt  whiles  to  (he  follow^' 
ing  purpose  :.*-^*  Humph— ay,  time  cloak  and  jer« 
kin  were  through  my  hands— I  question  if  horses 
hair  has  been  passed  over  them  rinee  they  and  I 
last  parted.  The  em1»oideffy  finely  firayed  too^p^ 
and  the  gold  buttons  off  the  doisdc^-by  my  oon« 
seienoe»  and  as  I  am  An  honest  man,  theie  is  a 
round  dozen  of  them  gane  1  This  comes  oCAlsa^ 
tian  frolics— •Gkid  keep  us  with  his  grace,  and  not 
give  us  over  to  our  own  devices  !-<*-I  see  no  sword 
«— but  that  will  be  in  respect  of  present  circom. 


stances*^ 


Nigel  for  some  time  could  not  help  believing 
that  he  was  still  in  a  draun,  soimpfobabledid  it 
aeem  that  his  domestic  should  have  found  him 
out,  and  obtained  access  to  him  in  his  present  dr- 
cumstances.  Looking  through  the  curtains,  how* 
ever,  he  becsme  well  assured  of  the  fact,  when 
hie  beheld  the  stiff  and  bony  length  of  Bichict 
with  a  visage  charged  with  nearly  double  its  or* 
dinary  degree  of  impoitanoe,  emj^yed  sedulous* 
ly  in  brushing  his  master^s  doak,  and  lefmhing 
himself  with  whistling  or  humming,<  from  interval 
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to  interval,  tome  snatch  of  an  old  mehuicbdy 
Scottish  ballad-tune.  Although  suffidentlj  cod- 
vineed  of  the  identity  of  the  party.  Lord  Gko* 
varloch  could  not  help  expressanur  his  surprise  in 
the  superfluous  questioii'«— *^  In  the  name  of  bes- 
Ten,  tticlue,  is  this  you  ?^ 

^<  And  wha  else  suld  it  be,  my  lord  ?^  sasiw* 
ed  Richie ;  ^  I  dreamna  that  your  lordshipli  le> 
▼ee  in  this  place  is  like  to  be  attended  by  cay 
that  are  not  bounden  thereto  by  duty.^ 

^  I  am  rather  suipriaed,^  answered  N^ 
**  that  it  should  be  attended  by  any  one  at  all-- 
especially  by  you,  Richie ;  for  you  know  that  we 
parted,  and  I  thought  you  had  reached  Seotlaod 
kmg  sinoe.^ 

*'  I  crave  your  lordship^s  pardon^  but  ve  have 
not  parted  yet,  nor  are  soon  like  to  do ;  fiv  thcie 
gang  twa  foikn  votes  to  the  umnakiiq^  of  a  bsr* 
gun^astothemakingofane.  Though  it  was  yoor 
lordsbip'*s  pleasure  so  to  conduct  yourself  thst  we 
were  Uke  to  have  parted,  yet  it  was  not,  on  refec- 
tion, my  will  to  be  gone.  To  be  plain,  if  your  krd- 
not  ken  when  you  have  a  good  serraati  I 

IS 
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ken  when  I  have  a  kind  master ;  and  to  say 
truths  you  will  be  ea»ef  served  now  than  ever, 
for  therek  not  nnick  chance  of  your  getting  out 
of  bounds.^ 

^  I«m  indeed  bound  over  to  good  behaviour,^ 
8«d  Lord  Glenvarlodi,  with  a  Bnrite ;  ^  but  t 
hope  you  will  not  take  advantage  of  my  rituation 
to  be  too  severe  on  my  follies,  Richie  ?^ 

«  Ood  forlnd,  my  lord---6od  forbid;'  repTied 
Hichie,  with  an  expresnon  betwixt  a  conceited 
esnsdousness  of  superior  wisdom  and  real  fee}- 
ingi^^ic  enpeciiiRj  in  consideration  of  your  lord^ 
ship's  having  a  due  sense  of  them.  I  did  indeed 
risthonstrate,  as  was  my  humble  duty,  but  I  scorn 
to  cast  that  up  to  your  lordship  now«— Na,  na,  I 
am  myself  an  erring  creature-^very  conscious  of 
some  small  weaknesses  there  is  no  perfection  in 
man.'* 

^  But,  Richie,^  said  Lord  Gl^nvarloch,  **  al- 
though I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  prof- 
fered Service^  it  can  be  of  little  use  to  me  here, 
Hftd  may  be  of  prejudice  to  yourself.^* 

'^  Your  lordship  shall  pardon  me  again,**  said 
Richie,  whom  the  relative  ntuation  of  the  parties 

VOL.  III.  K 
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had  invested  with  ten  times  his  ordinary  dogma- 
tism ;  ^*  but  as  I  will  manage  the  matter,  your 
loidship  shall  be  greatly  benefitted  by  my  aerae^ 
and  I  mysdf  no  whit  prejudioed.^ 

^*  I  see  not  how  that  can  be,  my  ineod^  and 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  **  since  even  as  to  yoor  peen* 
niaiy  affairS"— — ^ 

*<  Touching  my  pecuniaia,  my  loidt^  rqdied 
Bichie,  *<  I  am  incfifferently  wed  provided  ;  and 
as  it  chances,  my  living  here  will  be  no  burthen  to 
yoor  lordAip^  or  distress  to  myself.  Onlylcrave 
pennission  to  annex  certain  conditions  to  my  ser- 
vitude with  your  lordship,^ 

*<  Annex  what  you  wiU,"^  said  I^ocd  GleamB* 
4oclb  *^  for  you  are  pretty  sure  to  take  your  ovn 
way,  whether  you  make  any  oonditiona  or  noL 
Since  you  will  not  leave  me,  whidi  were,  I  think, 
your  wisest  course,  you  must,  and  I  suppose  willy 
serve  me  only  on  such  tenns  as  yon  like  your- 
self.^ 

'*  All  that  I  ask,my  lordr  said  Bidiie,  grave- 
ly, and  with  a  tone  of  great  moderation,  ^*  is  to 
have  the  uninterrupted  command  of  my  own  mo« 
tions,  for  certain  important  purposes  which  I  have 
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now  in  hand,  always  giTing  jour  lordship  the 
lace  of  my  company  and  attendanee  at  such  umetf 
as  may  be  at  once  convenient  for  me,  and  neces* 
sary  for  your  service.^ 

<^  Of  which,  I  suppose,  you  constitute  your- 
self sole  judge,^  replied  Nigel,  smiling. 

**  Unquestionably,  rty  lord,^  answered  Richie, 
gravely ;  '*  for  your  lordship  can  only  know  what 
yourself  want ;  whereas  I,  who  see  both  sides  of 
the  picture,  ken  both  what  is  the  best  for  your 
affiurs,  and  what  is  the  most  needful  for  my  own.^ 

^  Richie,  my  good  friend,^*  said  N*^l,  «<  I 
fear  this  arrangement,  which  places  the  master 
much  under  the  disposal  of  the  servant,  would 
scarce  suit  us  if  we  were  both  at  large ;  but  a  pri- 
soner as  I  am,  I  may  be  as  well  at  your  disposal 
as  I  am  at  that  of  so  many  other  persons ;  and 
flo  you  may  come  and  go  as  you  list,  for  I  sup- 
pose you  will  not  take  my  advice,  to  return  to  your 
own  country  and  leave  me  to  my  fate."*^ 

^<  The  deHl  be  in  my  feet  if  I  do,^  said  Mom- 
pUes, — ^*  I  am  not  the  lad  to  leave  your  lordship 
in  foul  weather,  when  I  followed  you  and  fed 
upon  you  through  the  whole  summer  day.  And 


r> 


ITi 


iatlie 


iBfamof  ^ 


ram  wowtummA  m  moxL.  ]9t 

admniage  of  his  monism.  It  w§b  th«efiMfe  with 
plcaaura  dMt  he  laanied  Inoi  the  wafdcr,  ^  U» 
servant^s  attendaDoe  would  )be  albwed  at  all  thoea 
when  tha  gaoaial  rules  xif  thf  fetlrass  ptrmitted 
the  entraace  of  Btnngert. 

In  tha  Boeauwhila,  die  tnaguanimoua  Richie 
Moniplies  had  alaeady  nadiad  Tower  Whatf. 
Hear,  after  looking  with  contempt  on  se^wral 
scuUeri  by  whom  he  was  plied,  and  whose  sei^ 
vices  he  re)actcd  with  a  waive  of  his  hand,  beoalU 
ed  with  dBgnitjr,  ^*  First  oars  T  and  stirred  into 
activity  several  leuoging  Tritons  of  the  higher 
Older,  who  had  npt,  on  his  flnt  appearance) 
thought  it  worth  while  to  accost  him  with  fwof- 
fers  of  serrise.  He  now  took  posBssnon  of  a 
wherry,  fblded  his  ansa  withm  his  ampia  doak, 
and  tttting  down  in  the  stem  with  ao  air  of  im* 
pertanoe,  commoiided  them  to  row  to  Whitehall 
stairs.  Haiing  reached  the  palace  in  lafety,  he 
demanded  to  see  Master  Linklater,  the  undei^ . 
dcrk  of  his  M lycaty^s  kitchen.  The  refdy  was, 
tUei  he  waa  not  to  be  spoken  withal,  bong  then 
eosployad  iu  ospking  a  aoces  of  cock^cekie  tat 
the  King^  own  mouth. 
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<<  TeU  lum^'^awl  MoQiplies,  ^  that  it  isAikar 
cMiit]7]na&  of  hisywho  sedu  to  ooiiYene  with  lum 
on  matter  of  Ugh  import.^ 

'<  A  dear  cotrntrjanan  f*  said  LioUatery  when 
thispressingmessagewasdeliTeredtohim.  <*Wdl, 
let  him  come  in  and  be  d^^,  that  I  should  saj 
sae !  Thb  now  is  some  red  Jieaded,  ]ong^lq»ged, 
giUifr.wlute4bot  frae  the  West  Piurt,  that,  hear. 
ing  of  my  ptomoUon,  is  oome  up  to  be  a  tom- 
broche,  or  deputy  scullion,  through  my  interest 
It  is  a  great  hinderance  to  any  man  vho  aFouId 
rise  in  the  world,  to  have  sudi  frioids  to  hang 
by  his  skirts,  in  hope  of  being  towed  up  alo^tf. 
with  htm.-^Ha !  Richie  Mooiplies,  man,  is  it 
thou?  And  what  has  brought  ye  here  ?  If  they 
should  ken  thee  for  the  loon  that  scared  the  home 
the  odier  day        * 

*^  No  more  o*  that,  naghbour,"^  sud  Bidiie— 
*^  I  am  just  here  on  the  auld  errand— I  maun 
speak  with  the  King.^ 

''  The  King?  Ye  aie  red  wud,""  said  linkk- 
ter;  then  shouted  to  hb  assiftf  ants  in  the  kitchen, 
**Look  to  the  broches,  ye  knaves  ■jrfsogsjwwya— 
SabamefUa/ac  macerentur  pii2dkr^— I  inll  make 
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you  undentand  Latin,  ye  knaves,  as  becomes  the 
scullions  of  King  James.^  Then  in  a  cautious  tone 
to  Richie's  private  ear,  he  continued,  <<  Know  ye 
not  how  ill  your  master  came  off  the  other  day  ?— 
I  can  tell  you  that  job  made  somefolks  shake  for 
their  office.^ 

^^  Wed,  but  Laurie,  ye  maun  befriend  me  this 
time,  and  get  this  wee  bit  sifflicatkm  slipped  into' 
his  Majesty^s  ain  most  gradous  hand.  I  promise 
you  the  contents  will  be  most  grateful  to  him.^ 

^*  Richie,^  answered  Linkloter,  <*  you  have  cer- 
tttnly  sworn  to  say  your  prayers  in  the  porter'*s 
lodge,  with  your  back  bare ;  and  twa  grooms, 
with  dog-whips,  to  cry  amen  to  you.^ 

"  Na,  nai,  Laurie,  lad,*^  said  Richie,  <^  I  ken 
better  what  belangs  to  rifflications  than  I  did  yon 
day ;  and  ye  will  say  that  yoursell,  if  ye  will  but 
get  that  Int  note  to  tlie  King^s  hand.^ 

*<  I  will  have  neither  hand  nor  foot  in  the 
matter,^  said  the  cautious  Clerk  of  the  Kitchen ; 
<<  but  there  is  his  Majesty'^s  mess  of  cock^Jeekie 
)  ust  going  to  be  served  to  him  in  his  closeU— I  can« 
not  prevent  you  firom  putting  the  letter  between 
the  gilt  bowl  and  the  platter ;  his  sacred  Majesty 
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vili  fle9  it  #hro  h^  ttte  die  toirlt  fiir  he  «jre 
dnnkcouttbehiflotk*' 
**  Bawigh  fujAJ"  mpliirt  ItWej  «yM  tfa  poiitiri 

dieiiiperaooQidk^y,  j««ibefiiie«p«ge  mHibJ 
to  cany  awgy  the  neat  to  bk  Mfiijaly. 

^  Aweel,  aweel,  neighbour,^  said  htmrnmot^ 
wbu  tbe  lOMi  wa»  takeo  awliy,  **  if  ye  biwr  done 
any  thiji^  to  brii^  joiumU  to  the  witky,  ortfe 
vouiyiDg  pott}  ic  i«  your  lUB  wiVbi  dfcd** 

^IwiabkMiiootk«rforitr«wi  BjcUe; 
md  wkh^Juit  widimity^  pmWwcatyofodpcBt, 
wUfih  made  aftt«dinflntal  poffiof  Ilia  dharaoierp 
he  abode  the  iMie,  whith  vea  net  bog  of  em- 
ving. 

In  Bifew  aajnotes  Maxwell  hinsrif  oniwd  ia 
the  apartaem^  and  demanded  haaiily  vho  lad 
fdaeed  a  arriiiqg  on  the  Siig'a  treocher,  link* 
later  denied  all  keowle^ge  of  it;  but  Bidne  Mo- 
niplien^  itepping  biddly  foitb»  prononneed  the 
enmhatioai  ooiileattaB.  '*  I  am  the  man.^ 

^  FoUov  racp  then,*  laid  Xaandl,  nAcsr  i». 
gudiMgiim  with  a  look  of  geaat  curiooNqr. 

They  went  up  a  private  rtaiecaecg  cnan  tbn 
private  ataircase,  the  privilege  of  wbieh  at  oeurt 
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U  itcQMHittd  ft  nemier  rqad  ip  poitec  th4Q  the 
gnmia  49Urte»  ibaosA'vtB.  Arriving  in  iriiat 
Rii^iae  ^escrilKKi  m  oa  ^'  ill  redd-up^  auti-fooni) 
the  uiher  made  a  «gm  to  bim  to  siom  i^«  he 
went  into  the  King^s  closet  Their  conf^ence  wm 
aborky  ud  as  Maxwell  apeoed  the  iiMtio  retirey 
Biehie  heard  the  Q9iiclu«ira  of  it 

**  Ye  are  sure  he  is  not  daogeroua  P-^I  waa 
caught  oiiee<-^Bide  ▼ithin  eaU,  but  not  nearer 
lh0  door  than  widun  three  geoanetrical  culNli. 
If  I  apeak  loud,  start  to  sue  like  a  fidan^If  I 
speak  icNi0,  keep  jour  laog  l^gs  out  of  eaiushot 
•«Hi»d  aow  let  Uai  oooM  fa),^ 

Aiebae  passed  forward  at  If  axweU>  mute  og. 
Qftl,  and  in  a  naaent  fimnd  himaelf  In  the  pre. 
aeaee  cf  the  Kti^.  Moat  men  of  lUcbie^a  birth 
aad  breadiogy  and  many  others,  would  havefaeen 
afaaabed  at  finding  themsebva  alone  with  their 
Soreeeigii*  But  Ridiie  Momplies  had  an  opinion 
cf  biiaaetf  too  high  to  be  oontniuicd  fajr  anjr  such 
idaasi  aad  having  made  bis  stiff  revcrenoe^  he 
arose  once  more  into  his  perpendicular  height, 
apd  afood  before  Jaaoes  ma  stiff  as  a  hedgestake. 

"  Have  ye  gotten  then,  asau  ?  have  ye  gotten 

17 
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them  ?*  said  the  King,  io  a  fluttered  state,  be- 
twixt  hope  and  eagerness,  and  some  toudiof  sos- 
picious  fear.  **  Gie  me  them — gie  me  them — be- 
five  ye  speak  a  wordy  I  chaige  you^  on  your  aU 
kgianoe.^ 

Richie  took  a  box  from  his  bosom^  aod  stoop 

ing  on  one  knee,  presented  it  to  his  Majesty,  who 

hastily  opened  it,  and  having  asoertaioed  that  it 

contained  a  certain  carcanet  of  rubies,  with  which 

the  reader  was  formerly  made  acquainted,  he 

could  not  resist  fidling  into  a  sort  of  rapture, 

kissing  the  gems,  as  if  they  had  been  capable  of 

feeling,  and  repeating  agwn  and  again  widi  chiM- 

ish  ddi^t,  ^*  Omfx  cum  proife,  sUexque^^Omgr 

cum  prole  f  Ah,  my  bright  and  bonnie  sparUen, 

my  heart  loups  light  to  see  you  agwn.^  Hethea 

turned  to  Richie,  upon  whose  stmcal  countenance 

his  Majesty^s  demeanour  had  exdted  somethiii^ 

like  a  grim  smile,  which  James  interrupted  his 

rejoicing  to  reprehend,  saying,  ^^  Take  heed,  sr, 

you  are  not  to  laugh  at  ua— -we  are  your  anoint* 

ed  Sovereign.^ 

'<  Godforbid  that  I  ahcmld  laugh  r  said  Rk^ 
composiog  his  countenance  into  ito  natuxaL  rig^- 

19 
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ity.  ^^  I  did  but  smile,  to  bring  my  viaage  into 
ooinddenoe  and  conformity  with  your  Majesty^! 
physiognomy*^ 

^*  Ye  speak  as  a  dutiful  subject,  and  an  hooeai 
man,^  said  the  King ;  '^  but  what  de'iPs  your 
name,  man  ?^ 

^^  Even  Bidiie  Moniplies,  the  son  of  auld 
Mungo  Moniplies,  at  the  West  Port  of  Edin^ 
burgh,  who  had  the  honour  to  supply  your  Ma- 
jesty^s  mother^s  royal  table,  as  wed  as  your  Ma- 
jaity%  with  flesh,  and  other  vivers,  when  time 


*^Aha  r  said  the  King,  laughing,— for  he  pos* 
aessed,  as  an  useful  attribute  of  his  situation,  a 
tenacious  memory,  which  recollected  every  one 
with  whom  he  was  brought  into  casual,  contact,— 
^*  Ye  are  the  self-same  traitor  who  had  wed  nigh 
ooupit  us  endlang  on  the  causey  of  our  ain  court- 
yard ?  but  we  stuck  by  our  mare.  Equam  me* 
mmio  rdnju  in  ardim  servare.  Wed,  be  not  dis- 
mayed, Eichie ;  for,  as  many  men  have  turned 
traitors,  it  is  but  fair  that  a  traitor,  now  and  then, 
suld  prove  to  be,  amtra  ewpedanda,  a  true  man. 
How  cam  ye  by  our  jewels,  man  ?  cam  ye  on  the 
part  of  George  Heriot  ?^ 


•"ba* 


It 
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tbo  matter  without  Maxwdl^s  ^^7  ^^s  so  low 
ad  to  be  k»t  fay  Riebie  Moniplies,  the  peculiarity 
of  whose  ntuation  by  no  metam  abated  his  curi«. 
onty  and  desire  to  gratify  it  to  the  uttermost 

*' Lei  Gkordae  Heriot  come  in/*  soid  the  King ; 
andy  as  Richie  eould  obserre  throu^  a  dil  in  the 
tapestry,  the  boMSt  citiiei^  if  noi  aotually  afpla* 
ted,  was  at  least  diseomposcd.  The  King,  whose 
talent  for  wit,  o^  homour,  was  precisely  of  a  kind 
to  be  gratified  by  silcb  a  scene  aa  ensued,  re- 
oeired  hu  boaage  with  coldness^  and  began  to 
talk  to  him  with  an  air  of  serious  dignity,  tcry 
difiTerent  from  the  usual  indecorous  levity  of  hb 
bdiaviour.  .  <<  Master  Hefiot^''  he  said^  *<  if  we 
afer^ht  reodembery  we  ofMgnorated  in  yonr  hands 
certain  jewels  of  the  Crown,  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money-^Did  tie,  (x  did  we  not  f^ 

'*  My  most  gracious  Sorereign,^  said  Heriot, 
indisputably  your  Majesty  was  pleased  to  do  so.^ 
The  property  of  which  jewels  and  cimdia 
remained  with  us,^  continued  tbe  King,  in  the 
same  solemn  tone,  *^  subject  only  to  jrour  daim  of 
advance  thereupon ;  which  advance  b^ng  repaid, 
giv^s  us  right  to  repossession  of  the  thing  opig- 
norat^  or  fledged,  or  bad  in  wad* 


ftC 
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^nntiis»  GfOCTwynww,  Pageustechcfus^— all 
who  have  treated  d€  Contractu  Opigneratimit^ 
am9eniiumt  ineymdem^-^^fpee  on  tbe  aune  point 
The  Homan  law»  tbe  EngUah  oomnKm  law,  and 
tbe  munidpal  law  of  our  «n  aiident  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  tbough  tbejr  q>lit  in  mair  particQlan 
tban  I  ooold  denre,  unite  as  strictly  in  tbis  as  the 
three  strands  of  a  twisted  rope.^ 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,*  replied  Heriot, 

it  requires  not  so  many  learned  aothontieB  to 
prove  to  any  honest  man,  that  his  interest  in  a 
pledge  is  determined  when  the  money  lent  is  re- 
stored."" 

'*  Weel,  sir,  I  prolier  restoration  of  the  son 
lent,  and  I  demand  to  be  repossessed  of  tbe  jewfb 
pledged  with  you.  I  gave  ye  a  bint,  brief  while 
nnce,  that  this  would  be  essential  to  my  service^ 
for,  as  approaching  events  are  like  to  call  us  into 
public,  it  would  seem  strange  if  we  did  not  ap- 
pear with  those  ornaments,  which  are  heirJooms 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  absence  whereof  is  like  to 
place  us  in  contempt  and  snsfncion  with  our  liege 
subjects.^ 

Master  George  Heriot  seemed  much  moved  fay 
this  address  of  fab  Sovereign,  and  replied  with 
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emotion,  '^  I  call  Heaven  to  witness,  that  I  am 
totally  harmless  in  this  matter,  and  that  I  would 
willingly  lose  the  sum  advanced,  so  that  I  could 
restore  those  jewels,  the  absence  of  which  your 
Majesty  so  justly  laments.  Had  the  jewels  re- 
mained with  me,  the  account  of  them  would  be 
easily  rendered ;  but  your  Majesty  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  remember,  that  by  your  express 
order,  I  transferred  them  to  another  person,  who 
advanced  a  large  sum,  just  about  the  time  dt 
my  departure  tear  Paris,  The  money  was  press- 
ing^y  wanted,  and  no  other  meanfr  to  come  by  it 
occurred  to  me.  I  told  your  Majesty,  when  I 
brought  the  needful  supply,  that  the  man  from 
whom  the  monies  were  obtained,  was  of  no  good 
repute;  and  your  most  princely  answer  was,  smdU 
ing  to  the  gfAA^^Non  okij  it  smells  not  of  the 
means  that  have  gotten  it.^ 

**  Wed,  man,^  said,  the  King,  <<  but  what  needs 
a"*  this  din?  If  ye  gave  my  jewels  in  pledge  to  such 
a  one,  suld  ye  not,  as  a  liege  subject,  have  tak^ 
care  that  the  redemption  was  in  our  power  ?  And 
are  we  to  suffer  the  loss  of  our  cintdia  by  your 
neglect,  besides  being  exposed  to  the  scorn  and 
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of  oar  EigM,  aad  cf  iIm  fSon^ 

r 


death  of  die  MM  ^Mrif,  tfae&i^ 
«f  Us  tfai^lrt^  a^  of  bb  miiKI 
tnt  joa  wffl  1 1  wi  ■ill  I  ihai  I  wMiyi»M«- 
j/mtj^  m  kadUe  datf,  a£the  pmUttf^aA 
riwlik  ■,  aod  {aafed  jtm  not  to  ■gsae* 
doi  with  Um  on  jov  bdal£* 

the  Kiag^.^  GooriK,  je  Im^  w  Me  hO" 

I  do  kot  grip  to  dK  im  aDtt  Aak  cfcri,  •< 
diusuiug  aMU  graqp*  to  dio  «iibir-nB'  i^ 
ooMM  nadiot?— Aod  Bov,  a«^  vial  fir  kne 

je  aotbmi^  baekthe  jew^?  dwf  are  <"t|^ 
above  grauad,  if  je  adU  aake  itmtaHick' 

«  AU  itriiit  MinJi  k»  km  aadc^  H^it  pta* 

yoar  Mi^Mly,' replied  tke  ddaen;  *<  kae«d  07 

kaa  keea  ecaft  ont  cvojwkcae,  and  it  h*  k(< 

found  iapoHible  to  rceovcr  ikcm.* 
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*^  DiflScalt,  ye  meto,  Geordie,  not  impossible,^ 
replied  the  Kmg;  <*  forthat  whilk  is  impossible; 
is  either  naturally  so>  eaempU  grtxHa^  to  make 
two  ioto  three  ;'Or  morally  so,  as  to  make  what  is 
truth  falsdiood;  but  what. is  only  diflleult  may 
oome  to  pass,  with  assistance  of  wisdom  and  pa^ 
Uenoe ;  as,  for  example^  Jiogling  6e(»die,  look 
here  !^  And  he  displayed  the  reoorered  treasure 
to  the  eyes  of  the  astonbhed  jeweller,  exdaiming, 
with  greattriumph,  *'  What  say  ye  to  that,  Jing^ 
lei^P  By  my  sceptre  and  crown,  the  man  stares  as 
if  he  todc  his  native  prince  for  a  warlock !  us,  that 
ate  the  very  maOeus  mdlejfkarum,  the.  amtund-i 
ing  and  contriturating  hammer  of  all  witches,  sor^ 
oerers,  magicians,  and  die  like ;  he  thinks  we  are 
takmg  a  touch  of  the  black  art  ourselb !  But  gang 
thy  way,  honest  Geordie ;  thou  art  a  good  plain 
nsan,  but  nane  of  the  seven  sages  of  Greece ;  gang 
thy  way,  and  mind  the  sooth£BUBt  word  whickyou 
spoke,  small  time  syne,  that  there  iaone  in  this 
land  that  comes  near  to  Solomon,  King  of  Israel^ 
in  all  his  gilts,  except  in  his  lore  to  stnknge  wo^ 
men,  forbye  the  daughter  of  Pharoah.^ 

VOL.  III.  a 
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If  Henot  W9B  suTpriaedat-fieraig  the  jewekso 
lioexpeeledly  prodaced  at  the  wionient  the  Kii^ 
wu  upbrwfiog  him  for  the  loss  of  them,  tbk 
•llttaloa  to  the  reflectioa  whieh  had  escaped  kn 
while  coQvenmg  with  Lofd  GleaTarioch,  allogeu 
ther  oompkted  his  awtomahwent;  and  the  Kn^ 
waa  ao  delighted  with  the  mipenorilj  wfaadi  it 
gare  him  at  the  momoit,  that  he  nibbed  his 
hands,  chitekied^and,  Bnally,  his  sense  ef  d^nty 
giving  way  to  the  full  feeling  of  triomph,  he 
threw  lumsdf  into  his  easjr-duur,  and  langfaed 
with  imconstrainedTiolencetallhekisthiahRath, 
and  the  tears  ran  plelitifttlly  dawn  Ua  cheeks  as 
he  strove  to  recover  it  Meanwhile,  the  lojal 
caclunation  was  echoed  out  by  a  disoordent  and 
portentous  laugh  fiom  bdiind  the  arras,  like 
that  of  one  who,  little  accustomed  to  give  way  to 
such  emotions,  feels  himself  at  some  pardcohr 
impulse  unable  either  to  oontxol  or  to  nocfify  bis 
obstreperous  mirth.  Henot  turned  his  head  with 
new  surprise  towards  the  place,  from  whidiaounds 
so  unfitting  the  presence  of  a  monarch  seemed 
to  burst  with  such  emphatic  damour. 
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The  Xing  too^  someif  bat  sellable  of  tbe  inde^ 
corum,  rose  up,  wiped  his  eyes,  and  callings— « 
*^  Tqd  Jowrie,  come  ou(  of  your  den^^  be  produ- 
ced from  bebind  tbe  arraa  tbe  length  of  Bichi^ 
MonipUeSy  still  laughing  with  as  unrestruned 
inirth  as  ever  did  gossip  at  a  oquntry  cbnsteq- 
ii^.  <<  Whisht,,  man,  whisht,  man,^  said  the 
Xing ;  *'  ye  needna  nigher  that  gait,  like  a  cour* 
seir  at  a  caup  o^  com,  e^en  though  it  was  a  plea- 
sing jest,  and  our  ain  franiingi  And  yet  to  see 
Jingling  Geoxdie,  that  hauds  himself  so  mucb 
the  wiser  than  other  folks— to  see  him,  ha  1  ha ! 
ha  !-i^  the  vein  of  Eudio  i^ud  Plautum,  dis- 
tresnng  himself  to  recover  what  was  lying  at  bis 
elbow— 

» 

Perii,  interii^  ocddi— quo  cumm  quo  non  curram— 
Tene,  tene^  quem  ?  quis  ?  nesdo-Huhil  video. 


Ah !  Geordie,  your  een  are  sharp  enough  to  looj^ 
after  gowd  and  silver,  gems,  rubies,  and  tbe  like 
of  that,  and  yet  ye  kenna  how  to  come  by  theip 
when  they  ar^  lost.  Ay,  ay— look  at  them,  man 
~-look  at  them^hey  are  a^  right  and  tight. 
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sound  and  round,  not  a  doublet  crept  in  amongst 
them** 

George  Heriot,  when  his  first  surprise  was 
over,  was  too  old  a  courtier  to  interrupt  the 
King'^s  imaginary  triumph,  although  he  darted 
a  look  of  some  displeasure  at  honest  Ridne,  who 
still  continued  on  what  is  usudly  termed  the 
broad  grin.  He  quietly  examined  the  stones,  and 
findmg  them  all^  perfect,  he  honestly  and  sineerei- 
ly  congratulated  his  Majesty  on  the  recoyeiy  of 
a  treasure  which  could  not  have  been  lost  with- 
out some  dishonour  to  the  crown;  and  asked  to 
whom  he  himself  was  to  pay  the  sums  for  whidi 
they  had  been  pledged,  observing,  that  he  had 
the  money  by  him  in  readiness. 

*'  Ye  are  in  a  deevil  of  a  hurry,  when  there  is 
paying  in  the  case,  Greofdie^^  said  the  Kix^.^- 
''  Whafs  a"*  the  haste,  man  ?  The  jewds  were  re^ 
stored  by  an  honest,  kindly  countryman  of  oars. 
There  he  stands,  and  wha  kens  if  he  wants  die 
money  on  the  nail,  or  if  he  might  not  be  as  wed 
pleased  wi*  a  bit  rescript  on  our  treasury  some 
six  months  hence  ?  Ye  ken  thai  our  Excbeqiier 
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is  even  at  a  low  ebb  just  now,  and  ye  cry  pay, 
pay,  pay,  as  4f  we  had  all  the  mines  of  Opbir.^ 

*'  Please  your  Majesty,^  said  Heriot,  <^  if  this 
man  has  the  real  right  to  these  moniei^  it  is 
doubtless  at  his  will  to  grant  forbearance,  if  be 
will.  But  when  I  xemember  the  guise  in  which 
I  first  saw  him,  i^ith  a  tattered  cloak  and  a  bco» 
ken  head,  I  can  hardly  conceive  it*— Are  not  you 
Richie  Moniplies,  with  the  King^s  favour  ?^ 

^<  Even  sae,  Master  Heriot — of  the  ancient  and 
honourable  house  of  Castle  CoUop,  near  to  the 
West  Port  of  Edmburgh,^  answered  Richie. 

"  -WI^,  please  your  Majesty,  he  is  a  poor  ser- 
ving-man,^ sud  Heriot.  **This  money  can  never 
be  honestly  at  his  disposal.^ 

"  What  for  no  ?''  said  the  King.  «  Wad  ye 
have  naebody  spraickle  up  the  brae  but  yoursell^ 
Geordie  ?  Youriun  doak  was  thin  mough  wJben 
ye  cam  here,  though  ye  have  lined  it  gay  and 
weeL  And  for  serving-men,  there  has  mony  a 
jred-shank-  come  over  the  Tweed  wt^  his  master^s 
.wallet  on  bis  shoulders,  that  ^now  rustles  it  wi]* 
his  m  followers  behind  him.  There  stands  the 
man  himseil ;  speer  at  him,  Geordie.^ 
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**  His  inay  not  be  the  best  authority  in  the 
cas^**  answered  the  cautious  citizen. 

»  Tut)  tut,  man,''  said  the  King,  ^  ye  an 
over  scrupufeus.  The  knave  deer-stealers  hare 
an  apt  phrase.  Nan  est  inquirendum  unde  venk 
VEKisoK.  He  that  brings  the  gudes  hath  surdj 
a  right  to  dispose  of  the  gear.— Hark  ye,  firiend, 
speak  the  truth  and  shame  the  de^.  Have  je 
plenary  powers  to  dispose  on  the  redemptioii- 
money,  as  to  delay  of  payments,  or  the  like,  aye 
or  no?" 

*<  Full  power,  an  it  like  your  gradous  Miges- 
ty,^  answered  Richie  Moniplies ;  ^^  and  I  am 
maist  willing  to  subscrive  to  whatsoever  may  in 
ony  wise  accommodate  your  Majesty  anent  die 
redemption-money,  trusdng  your  Majesty^'s  grace 
w3I  be  kitad  to  ine  in  one  sma*  favour.^ 

'*  £y,  man,^  s^d  the  Sang,  ^^  come  ye  to  me 
there?  I  thought  ye  wad  e^en  be  like  the  rest  of 
them.^— One  would  think  our  subjects^  Kves  and 
goods  were  all  our  un,  and  holden  of  us  at  oar 
'fi^  will;  but  when  we  stand  in  need  of  ooy 
matter  of  (dller  from  them,  which  diances  more 
frequently  than  we  would  it  did,  de'il  a  boddle  h 
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to  be  had^  SBveonthe  aoldtemiBof  gtff.gaff  It. 
is  justinfEer  forniffen— Aweel,  neighbour^  what 
is  it  that  ye  want-^iome  mamaipciy,  I  redcon  ? 
Or  it  may  be  a  grant  of  kirk^lands  and  teinds,  or 
a  Lnighthood,  or  the  like  ?  Ye  maun  be  reason* 
able,  unless  ye  propose  to  advanoe  more  money 
for  our  present  oocasbns."* 

'<  My  Hege,^  answered  Richie  Momplies,  *f  the 
owner  of  these  monies  places  them  at  your  Ma* 
jesty^s  command,  free  of  all  plei^e  or  ussge,  as 
kmg  as  it  is  your  royal  pleasure,  providing  your 
Majesty  will  ooodesoead  to  diew  some  favour  to 
the  noble  Lord  Glenvarloch,  presently  prisoner 
in  yonr  royal  Tower  of  London/* 

**  How,  man — ^how,  man-^^how,  manT  ex«> 
claimed  the  King,  reddening  and  stammering,  but 
with  emotions  more  noUe  than  those  by  which  he 
was  sometimes  agitated,-—^'  What  is  that  you 
dare  to  say  to  us  ?--^Sell  our  justice  N— SeU  our 
merey  !*^-«nd  we  a  crowned  King,  sworn  to  do 
justice  to  our  adbgects  in  the  gate,  and  responsible 
for  our  stewardshipto  Him  that  is  over  all  loDgs?^ 
Here  he  reverently  looked  up,  touched  his  bon- 
net, and  continued,  with  some  diarpness,— <^  We 
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dare  not  traffic  mauohooninioditiesy  air ;  and  but 
that  ye  are  a  poor  ignorant  creature,  that  have 
done  usnhis  day  aome  not  unpleasant  serrkaey've 
wad  have  a  red  iron  driven  through  your  tongue, 
iff  ienwem  ol  others. — Awa*  with  him,  Geordk, 
•^pay  him,  pladcand  bawbee,  out  of  our  moiues 
in  your  hands,  and  let  them  iCare  that  ^oome 
ahint^ 

Richie,  who  had  counted  with  the  utmost  eer« 
tainty  upon  the  success  of  this  master-«tioke  of 
poUoy,  was  like  an  architect  whoae  whole  scaf- 
folding at  once  gives  way  under  him.  Hecau^tf, 
however,  at  what  he  thought* might  break  his 
fall.  ^*  Not  only  the^  sum  for  n^hich  the  jewels 
were  pledged,^  he  said,  **  but  the  double  of  it, 
if  required,  should  be  placed  at  his  Majesty^s 
eomraandy  and  e^aen*without.  hope  or  oonditioD  ef 
repayment,  if  only  '^ 
'  But  the  King  did  not  allow  him  to  complete 
the  sentence,  cxying  out,  with  greater  vdieoacBoe 
than  before,  as  if  he  dreaded  the  stability  of  his 
own  good  resolution,  *^  Awa  wi**  him-««with^  awa 
•wf  him !  It  is  time  he  were  gaen,  if  he  doubles 
ins  bode  that  gate.    And,  for  your  life,  4et  na 
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Steenie,  6t  ouy  ot  them,  hear  a  word  ttam  his 
mouth;  for  wha  kens  what  trouble  that  might 
briDg  me  into.  Neinducai  in  tenUUionen^^Vad^ 
retro  Saihanas.^^AmenJ* 
'  In  obedience  to  the  royal  mandate,  George 
•Heriot  hurried  the  abashed  petitioner  out  of  the 
presence,  and  out  of  the  Palace ;  and  when  they 
were  in  the  Palace^yard,  the  citizen  remember^ 
iBg,  With  some  resentment,  the  airs  of  equality 
#liich  Bichie  had  assumed  towards  him  in  the 
commencement  of  the  scene  whidi  had  just  taken 
place,  could  not  forbear  to  retaliate,  by  oougratu- 
kting  him,  with  «n  ironical  smile,  on  his  favour 
0t  court,  and  his  improved  grace  in  presenting  a 
-supplication. 

'  '*  Never  fash  your  beard  about  that.  Master 
GeorgcHeriot,^  saidRichie,  totally  undismayed ; 
**  but  tell  me  when  and  where  I  am  to  sifflicate 
.you  for  eight  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  which 
these  jewels  stood  engaged  ?^ 

<*  The  instant  that  you  bring  with  you  the 
real  owner  of  the  money ,^  replied  Heriot,*^^  whom 
^t  is  important  that  I  should. see,  ^nmore  ac- 
counts than  one."^ 


218 


«  Then  vil  I  bMk  ta  In  MajcKj,'"  wdBi- 
cUe  Monplia,  stmdjr,  ^  Hd  gel  «itkcr  Ae  w. 

wBooate  to  ad  in  duitaHttv.^ 

«  It  maj  be  so,  BiAit^  mid  ihm 
^  Old  pgwfcwtm  it  Bsf  mC  -he  M  nrhiifr,  ftr 
ymr  tries  areaot  dgoipcl;  aid  dtaralbvebe 
I  ^riD  eee  Ikelktteo^  crelpaQT  jra  tiM 
m  of  BioMy*  I  iUH  p^  Y^^^  "^  '^ 
inr  it,  ad  I  mH  keep  it  picrtriile 
'e  vaniiig.  But,  my  good  Sickml 
MowpfiflB,  orCMdeGoDope,  near  die  Wot  Ptet 
of  Edinbnfghy  in  the  Mean  tiiM  I  am  boood  to 
wtoni  to  Us  Msjt  tij  oa  lai^teis  of  weight.*  Se 
yaking,  and  mounting  the  stnr  to  m  latii  the 
'Puaee,  he  addedj  bjr  way  of  snainimg  op  ne 
lAole,  ^Gecnge  fikriot  is  over  old  a  oock  to  be 


Kehae  stood  petiiied  when  he  fadheid  Ub  TO- 
enter  the  Pdace^  and  Ibnnd  iamis  If,  as  he  sop- 
posed,  left  ia  the  faneh.  "^  Now,  plague  on  je»* 
heouttered,  **  fer  a  conning  anhiskin.ffiBt,lhst 
je  are  SB  honest  bsbi  joanra,  fofsuota, 
BMdsdMl  with  all  the  wwU  w  if  dwy 
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(  vere  knayes.    But  de^il  be  in  me  if  ye  beat  me 

yet !— Gude  guide  ua !  Yonder  comes  Laurie 
Linklater  next,  and  he  will  be  on  me  about  the 
sifflication.  I  winna  stand  him,  by  Saint  Andrew.^ 

i  So  saying,  and  changing  the  haughty  stride 

"with  which  he  had  that  momng  entered  the  pre- 

1  cincts  of  the  Palace,  into  a  skulking  shamble,  he 

retreated  f<Hr  his  wherry,  which  was  in  attendance, 
with  speed  which,  to  use  the  approved  phrase  on 
«adi  occasions,  greatly  resemUed  a  fi|^ 


S80       UIE  FOSTOKES  OF  MIGEt. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

Bfne^Hct.  This  looki  not  like  a  nnptiaL 

"Mmch  Ado  uiomt  I/oAi$^. 

Master  Geob&s  Beeiot  bad  no  sooner  n- 
turned  to  the  King^s  apartment,  than  James  en. 
quired  at  Maxwell  if  the  Earl  of  HuntingleD  was 
in  attendance,  and  receiving  an  answer  in  the  af- 
firmative, deared  that  he  should  be  admitted. 
The  old  Scotch  lord  having  made  his  revefenoe 
in  the  usual  manner,  the  King  extended  bis  handi 
to  be  kissed,  and  then  b^an  to  address  bim  iaa 
tone  of  grave  sympathy. 

<'  We  told  your  lordship  in  our  secret  epistle 
of  this  morning,  written  with  our  ain  hand,  ia 
testimony  we  have  nrither  praetenmtted  nor  fbr- 
gotten  your  faithful  service,  that  we  bad  that  to 
communicate  to  you  that  would  require  both  pi- 
^ience  and  f(Wtitudeto  endure,  and  therefore  ex- 
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horted  you  to  peruse  Bome  of  the  most  pithy  pas^ 
sages  of  Seneca,  and  of  Boethius  de  ConsoUgHone^ 
that  the  back  may  be,  as  we  say,  fitted  for  the 
burthen — ^This  we  commend  to  you  from  our  aiQ 
experience.  > 

'  Non  ignara  mali  miseris  sacenrrere  dinoo,' 

sayeth  Dido,  and  I  might  say  in  my  own  person^ 
non  ignarus;  but  to  change  the  gender  would 
aifect  the  prosody,  whereof  our  southern  subjects 
are  tenacious.  So,  my  Lord  of  Huntinglen,  I 
trust  you  have  acted  by  our  advice,  and  studied 
patiencebefore  ye  need  it — venienH  occurrite  mor^ 
fo— -m»  the  medicament  when  the  disease  is  co» 
mkig  on.^ 

**  May  it  please  your  Majesty,^  answered  Lord 
Huntinglen,  *<  I  am  more  of  an  old  soldier  than 
a  scholaiv-and  if  my  own  rough  nature  will  not 
bear  me  out  in  any  calamity,  I  hope  I  shall  have 
grace  to  try  a  text  of  Scripture  to  boet^ 

'*  Ay,  man,  are  you  there  with  your  bears  ?^ 
said  the  King ;  ^*  the  Bible,  man,  (touching  his 
cap)  is  indeed  principium  ^^,/&9t#— but  it  is  pity 


SSi  TUX  KOETGKK^  OF  XI6KU 

your  lordship  cannot  penisp  tt  in  the  crigpoaL 
For  although  we  did  ounelves  promote  thai  wovk 
of  transktaon, — Bince  ye  may  lead,  at  the  be. 
Ipnwig  of  every  Bible^  that  wheq  some  palpable 
clouds  of  darkness  were  thought  like  to  have 
overshadowed  the  land,  after  the  setting  of  that 
bright  occidental  star.  Queen  Epzabeth;  yet<Mir 
appearance,  like  that  of  the  sun  in  his  strength, 
iastanlly  dispelled  these  aiimiaed  mists,— J  say, 
that  al^ugb,  -9S  therdn  mentioned,  wa  counter 
nanoed  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  ci|ie- 
di^Uy  the  translation  of  the  Scriptuiea  out  of  the 
original  sacred  tongues;  yet  neverthdensy  «eoar« 
selves  confess  to  have  found  a  comfort  in  con- 
sulting them  in  the  origml  Hebrew,  whilk  we 
do  not  perceive  even  in  the  Latin  Teraian  of  the 
geptui^t,  much  less  in  the  English  tiaductioa.'* 
*<  Please  your  Majesty,^  8u4  Lord  Huati»- 
glen,  <t  if  your  Migfsty  delays  eonuniiaicptiif 
the  bad  news  with  whioh  your  honeutad  letter 
threatens  me,  until  I  am  capable  to/ead  Hdwew 
like  your  Majesty,  I  fear  I  shall  die  in  ignorance 
of  the  misfiortune  which  hath  befall^oi,  or  is  about 

to  befall,  my  hous^.^ 

1 
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<(  You  will  learn  it  but  too  aora,  my  k»d,^ 
jrfpbed  die  King;  ** I  gneve  to  say  it,  but  your 
fiOQ  Dalgamo^  wboiu.  I  tbougbt  a  werj  saintt  a$ 
he  was  ao  much  with  Stie^ue  aad  Baby  Charleii 
hath  turned  out  a  very  Tilliun.^ 

<<  Villain  T  repealed  liOrd  Huntioglen ;  and 
though  he  instantly  checked  himself  and  added^ 
^*  hot  it  is  your  Mqcoty  apeaka  the  word/"  the 
cflfct  of  his  first  tone  madct  the  King  step  b«ok  as 
if  he  had  received  a  blow.  He  also  rqooveRed 
himself  again,  and  said»  m  the  pettish  way  whidi 
usually  indicated  his  displeasure-r-^*  Yes,  my 
lord,  it  was  we  that  said  itp--iiQf»  turdo  ^4me&'^ 
we  are  not  deaf — ^we  pray  you  not  to  xm^e  your 
voice  in  speech  with  u»— thore  is  the  bonnie  me^^ 
mocial-Hreaii^  and  judge  for  yourself.^ 
.  The  King  then  thrust  mto  the  old  noUeman^s 
hand  a  paper,  fontaining  the  story  of  the  Lady 
Hemuone,  with  the  evidence  by  which  it  was 
aupported,  detailed  so  favieAy  and  clearly,  that 
the  infamy  of  Lord  Dalgamo,  the  lover  by  whom 
she  had  been  so  shamefully  deceived,  seemed  un« 
deniable.  But  a  father  yields  not  up  so  easily  the 
cause  of  his  son* 


Mirf  iipkMe  jour  Mqa^,*  he  Mdy  ^  vhf 
tafeaoinwrloU? 


Id 

I  saw  her,  dK  IhmI  liepoAwtwith 
cBtoflierfillMrmtlMtci^.  He 
was  iMBikraply  and  in 


Old  it  vas  onl J  a  fev  days  OMe  I  tHMed  and  n- 
€0fciad  tlwDi.  IVilBOQt  thflsadnci  uiifi to  of  cvi» 
deae^  k  would  have  been  iai|mdcBt  ibr  kr  aa 
have  |acfcued  Ikt  €Qniplaint,.finmiiied  as  l4ad 
Ddgarao  is  by  powerful  fiiends*^ 
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^  Ye  are  nncj  to  Bay  aae^^  aaid  the  Bang ;  <<  I 
lun  what  je  mean  wed  eiMHigh---ye  Uiink  Sleedie 
ind  hae  pulten  the  weight  of  lus  foot  into  the 
floalet  of  justice,  and  gard  them  whomle  thebile- 
tet— ye  forget,  Oecwdie,  whaitis  whose  hand  u]p^ 
jianlda  them*  And  ye  do  poor  Steeme  the  mair 
wniBg,  for  he  confened  it  ance  before  us  and  dur 
imYyeomidl,  thai  Dalgamo  would  hare  putaff 
4m  him  the  puir  aimfd^  bairn,  making  him  tro^ 
4hat  she  was  « light  o^  love ;  in  wbilk  mind  he  re- 
mained assured  eten  when  he  parted  from  her^ 
«D>dt  Sleenie  might  hae  wed  thought  ane  of  tbae 
4sattle  Wadnae  have  resisted  the  like  of  him.^ 

"*  The  Lady  Hermione,^  said  George  Heriot, 
*^  has  always  done  the  utmost  justioe  to  the  coo- 
duet  of  the  Ddce,  whb^  akhough  strongly  pos- 
aessed  with  pr^udioe  agunst  her  character,  yet 
iBOonied  to  avail  himself  of  her  distress,  and  on 
the  oontrary  supplied  her.  with  the  means  of  ez^ 
tiicating  hersdf  from  her  difficulties.^ 

«( It  waff  e^en  like  himsell-^blessings  on  his 
bonnie  face  T  said  the  King ;  *'  and  I  believed 
this  lady^s  tale  the  mair  readily,  my  Lord  Hunt- 
snglen,  that  she  spake  nae  ill  of  Steenie—and  to 

VOL.  III.  p 


Tcf  Mlf  ttMnMn  and  oond^  s 
CktfieBflnd  Sttcnie^  that  jov 


Tile  patnilo  whom  Itt  ipoke 
of  jumcfing  luBi.  He  tlood  bobw  ike  Kii^ 
wotinttlrtii,  end  gtowy  mtM  eyee  of 
Aefids  wfliimi  iliiflMivenle)  ee  if 
-verted  into  M  Mdiait  ttabie  of  il» 
^elry,  »  lartBttly  bed  hii  hetd 
eUiHig  Bflibs  been  eifceleu  etfo  ng^inty  by  ds 
bbv  he  bed  leuived— Asd  in  e  eeeoad  «A» 
weide,  Hke  the  eiaeie  eMae  when  die  fi^ilaiaf 
Ikeeke  upon  it,  be  ttmketeaee  to  dw  graned 
-with  e  bee:¥y  graen.  The  King  ires  in  die  uoeett 
elenn,  ceUeii  tiiKm  Hcfliol  end  Mexipd  Ibr  1^ 
end,  pRttnee  of  ndnd  not  bong  bis  jttr<^  me  li 
end  fio  in  bis  cebinet,  fTjcieiniBig"  ■  **  Xy 
end  beloved  eervent— wiio  aeved  our 
self!  Fee  aiquedotor!  My  Lord  of  Htrndiq^ 
look  up— look  up,  men,  end  your  son  Bey 
die  Queen  of  Shdn  if  be  waL" 

By  this  time  Mexwdl  end  Heriol  bed 
the  old  nobleman  and  plaoed  him  on  a  chair. 


vltale  the  Eing^^btenmg  thfit  be  bepm  icfpwh 
im  himitol^  centinued  his  conteletiolMi  nmibiiie^ 
tfiodacaUjr.  '_ 

*<  Haud  up  your  head — haud  up  yoCQr  bead» 
and  li«t^  to  your  att  kind  MtivePrittce*  If  there 
issbBBie^  miPi  itcwuef^  aajeoipiy<Nhaifded^— there 
b  8iUer  ta.  gi)d  it«-^  glide  toeheff  '0^d  .no  thut 
bad  a  pcdjgiraet*— if 'ahe  hift  beeii  a  krnfy  it  wet 

■    * 

yo!ar4pQiifa4^.her  Bie^  abd  b*  eW  ouikd  her  an 
bfioeBt  wantlHi  ^igaki*'* 

.  Thete  ang^fatitai^  hotevir  feaaenable  in  .thd 
covuBOD  elue^  gave  so  cenlert  toi  Lord  Huatiii^ 
ghtk,  if  tflMked  be  fully  comprAeiidlKl  ftbea  9  biU 
the  Uubberuife  4f  hie  feood»«itui:«d  ^  oitaetihq 
^Udkbegaii  tdaocofaipariy  indiftteiraiitius^royal 
speech,  produced  more  rapid  efflteC  The  Uffji 
tear  giubed  rehictaptly  fn>m  .hii  ey^  aA  he  Ai»ed 
^be  Withfred  haads^^wlMcb  tbeJCog^  w^j^eg^^ilh 
jeia  dignity  and  restnti^t^  abandoned  Cq  hiaik  iM 
alternately  At|d  then  both  together,  lAOiltbeifeeli- 
ioga  of  the  tean  getting  entirely  the  better  t>f  the 
Sdyerrign^speneeqf  dignity^  he  giiaa(^  tad^hqdk 
Lord  Huiftingkfn'b  hands  with'^  syoDpalby  of 
an  equal  and  a  familiar  friend. 

CiHhpo^  hAfymoi ;  be  pAtient,  man,  be  pa- 


ce 
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tienty*  nid  James, — ^  the  ccmBcil,  and  Bdby 
CSitfleB,  and  Sleeiii^  may  a*  gang  to  the  deevil 
—be  dudl  not  many  her  flinoe  it  moves  yon  to 
deeply* 

^  He  ahatt  nany  her,  by  Ciod  T  ansfpered  die 
Eaity  drawing  faimadf  up,  dashing  the  tear  fion 
his  eyes,  and  endeavovnng  to  feoorer  Us  ixaapo- 
soie.  ^  I  pray  your  Majesly^s  pardbn,  but  he  shsll 
insfTj  her^  wA  her  dtthunonr  fiir  her  dovrr , 
were  she  the  veriest  oointesan  in  all  l^pafai— If 
he  gave  his  word,  he  shdl  make  Ua  word  good, 
it  to  the  meanest  creature  that  hairats  the 
dudl  do  it,  or  my  own  dagger  dbal 
tdce  the  life  that  I  gave  hinL  If  heoouldstap 
to  use  so  base  a  fraud,  thou^  to  deome  infimf, 
let  Um  wed  infiuony.*^ 

^  No^  no  r  the  Monsidi  oontinned  to  inami- 
ate^^tUngsarenotsobadaathat — SteenieUu- 
self  never  thought  of  her  being  a  street-wslbr, 
avcn  when  he  thought  the  worst  of  her.* 

<<  If  it  can  at  all  console  my  Lord  of  HuotiiK 
glen,*  smd  Ae  ddaen,  ^  I  can  assure  him  of  Aii 
lady^s  good  faiitfa,  and  most  fiur  and  unspotted 
fame.* 

«<  I  am  sorry  far  it,*  sM  Lord  Huntiiifika-- 
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then  ioteETupting  himself,  he  said-"*''  Heaven 
fiHgiTe  mefor  beii^  iii^;nitefiil  for  such  oomfbitl 
'— 4mt  I  am  well  nigh  sony  she  should  be  as  you 
represent  her,  so  much  better  than  the  villain  de- 
-aervea.  To  be  condemned  to  wed  beauty  aod  in- 
noodMe  and  honest  Inrth'**  .  ■  ' , 
*  ^*  Ay,  and  wealth,  my  lord<f--*wealth,^  insintta^ 
ted:  the  King,  ^  is  a  better  sentence  than  his  per- 
.fidy  has  deserved.^ 

'-  ^  It  is  hmg,^  said  the  embitterodfather,  ^  ttnoe 
I  saw  he  was  selfish  and  hard-hearted ;  but  to  be 
-A  perjured  liar— I  never  dreaded  that  such  a  Uot 
would  have  fallen  on  my  race;  I  will  never  look 
4m  him  again.^ 

*^  Hoot  ay,  my  lord,  hoot  ay,^  said  the  King ; 

«<  ye  maun  tak  him  to  task  roundly.   I  grant  you 

should  speak  more  in  die  y&n  of  Demea  than  MU 

tUiyVifwmpeetviapervuIgakipairumyhataBfat 

not  seeing  him  again,  and  he  your  only  son,  thai 

is  altogether  out  of  reason.    I  tell  ye,  tnan,  (but 

I  would  not  for  a  boddle  that  BahyCShaika  heard 

:ine,)  that  he  might  gie  the  glaiks  to  half  the  lasses 

4>f  Lonnnn,  eie  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  speak 

•such  harsh  w(Hrds  as  you  have  said  of  thisdeiyiof 

a  Dalgamo  of  youni.*" 


•T^tSml 


to 


Kmm, 


bk  i!bai  a  her  «dk  (hm^ 


dievariJ;! 


k»ginh, « the  Bbb,  jc 
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^  Chi  my  woid  «ff  w  hoiMi9t  puiDs*  ^aid  GecNrgv^ 
Henoty  flomewhat  surprised  nt  the  qiMstion,  <*  | 
Beioer  heard  her  wronged  by  the  slightest  breatl^ 
of  siufBcion.  She  was  a  worthy  lady,  very  cir. 
cumspect  in  her  walk,  and  lived  in  groat  conoord 
mth  her  h»sbwd»  sa^  tbiit  the  gpod  Countess 
waaaamethii^of  a  purttaib  and  kept  Wiffe  convt 
pany  with  ministers  than  was  altqgether  i^greeablQ 
to  liord  HuntingleOy  whp  is,  ^  yowr  Miye^ty 
trail  knows,  a  man  of  thaold  rough  world,  that 
will  drink  and  swsar.^ 

^  O,  Geordie,^  exobumed  the  King,  **  these 
a»  auUUwarld  frailtifli,  of  whilk  we  date  not  prot 
nounea  eiran  oorsdtres  absolutely  free* .  But  the 
waiid  graw^  W9rae  firom  d^y  to  day,  Gaordie^ 
The  juTeniles  of  this  age  nay  weel  say  with  the 


"  <  ^tas  parentum  pejor  avis  tulit, 
Noa  nequiorea'-* 

This  Delgarno  does  not  drink  so  much,  or 
so muob, aahis fieUher 9  buthe  wenches, Gtoordie, 
lindhe  breaks  hia  word  and  oath  bttth.  As  to 
what  y<Mi  say  ^  the  leddy  and  the  nunisters,  we 


iS%  nu  POKtums  qw  mo: 


oe  ft*  fcHW^  cTOfltmnety  Gestdie^  |BiiaiE  Aid 
kings,  M  wed  M  odMn;  andivliakaiftbatvfaft 
that  BMTf  meoumA  for  the  difatpce  bdwttca  Am 
Ddgarao  and  ho  father?  The  Eaxl  ia  the  ^a 
soul  of  hoDaar,  and  cares  nae  raair  far  wUTi 
gear  than  a  noble  hound  ftr  the  qaeat  of  m  fiNdU 
mart;  hot  aa  fir  his  soothe  was  Bke  to 


OMBictt— till  he  heard  of  the  todier,  and  dwB,  I7 
sy  kinglj  crown,  he  h^  Eke  a  code  at  a  groaHit ! 
Tbeae  are  diser^ancies  b^wixt  paient  and  son 
not  to  be  aeeoonted  Ibr  nataraHy,  aceunSngto 
Bapdila  Fovta,  IGdind  Soott  de  seereiis,  and 


the  caaUran,  and  jingBng  en  pot%  pans, 
iwahds  of  att  manner  of  metal,  iMMba  ja^  a 
jonr  grammar  out  of  yoor  bend,  I  oouhi  have 
tQuched  on  that  matter  to  you  at  mair  lei^th." 
Hcriot  was  too  plain-flpokea  to  c^yieBS  mock 
coneem  for  the  kxs  of  his  grammar  Icainiii^  on 
thiaoocasion;  bnt  after  wodcrtly  hintjay  that  he 
had  seen  many  men  who  eonhl  not  fill  their  &. 
ther'k  bonnet,  though  h>  one  had  been  au8|wctfd 
of.  wealing  their  frdnrV  mghfrcap,  he  inquind 
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^  urbiether  LoKd  Dalgarno  ittd  oonsentcd  to  do 
the  Lady  Hermione  justioe.** 

•  **  Troth,  man,  I  have  small  doubt  that  he  will^** 
quoth  the  Kisg ;  *'  I  ga;?e  him  the  schedule  of 
her  wcvldly  substance^  whidi  yoa  delivered  to  ua 
m  the  couucil,  and  we  allowed  him  half  an  hour 

'  to  chew  the  cud  upon  that.  It  is  rare  readioj^ 
tat  bringing  him  to  reason.  I  left  Baby  Charles 
and  Steenie  lajring  his  duty  before  him ;  and  if 
he  can  resist  doing  what  ihejf  desire  lum,  why  I 
wish  hewottld  teach  fn^  the  gate  of  it.  0,Greordie, 
Jingling  Geordie,  it  was  grand  to  hear  Baby 
Charies  laying  down  the  guilt  of  disBunulation, 
and  Sleenie  lecturing  <m  the  turptude  of  inoon* 
bnenoer 

^*  I  am  afraid,^  said  George  Heriot,  more  has- 
tily than  prudently,  *^  I  might  have  thought  of 
the  old  proverb  of  Satan  reproving  sin." 

•  ^  DefU  hae  our  saul,  naghbour,^  said  the  King, 
reddeningi  *<but  ye  are  not  bhte.  I  gie  ye  li« 
cense  to  speak  freely,  and,  by  our  saul,  ye  do  not 
])^t  the  privily  become  lost  rum  uiendo-^k  will 
suffer  no  negative  prescription  ia  your  hands.  Is 
ic  fit,  think  ye,  th|it  Baby  Charles  should  let  his. 
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thoughts  be  piiUklj  Men 
thou^ta  are  anumU  impcrii^'^im  fftadt 
timbre  neieit  rtgnare.  J&rerj  bege  sulgect  k 
boimd  to  speak  the  who^  ttudi  to  Uio  Kiog»  but 
there  is  nae  reoprocsty  of  oUigstioii—^iiid  ibr 
Steenie  having  hem  wbUes  a  dike4Qaper  at  a 
tkne^  ia  it  for  ji>a»  who  sre  hia  goManuth^amd  to 
whoiB,  I  doubt,  be  awea  so  unottusfahfe  aup, 
to  cast  that  up  to  ^m  ?"* 

Heriot  did  oot  feel  bimfldf  csUed  oo  to  phy 
the  part  of  Zeno,  «sd  moiifice  hioiaelf  Sx  up. 
htddiog  the  oanse  of  moral  truth ;  he  did  not  do. 
aert  it,  however,  bj  dissTowing  him  word%  bat 
aioiply  expreaaed  sorrow  for  haviog  aSended  hb 
Majesty,  with  which  the  placable  Sang  wsa  suf* 
fideHtly  aatiafied* 

<<  And  xiow,  G^(in]ie,.iBaii,*  quoth  he»  ^  we 
will  to  this  culprit,  and  honr  what  he  has  to  aay 
for  bimseir,  for  I  will  aeo  the  job  deared  this 
blessed  day.  Ye  mauA  ooioe  wT  me,  fiir  your 
evidence  may  ba  waijifeed*^ 

The  King  led  the  way»  wooidiiigly,  into  a 
larger  apartaieot»  where  the  Frinoe,  the  Dukeof 
Buckingham,  and  olif  of  two  privy  couiictllarsi 


A 
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wer$  ant€4  ^  A  tdsk,  before  vfaach  stood  Lord 
JCblgarao^  si  an  attitude  of  aa  nuioh  tiegiull  eate 
tod  uufilieKiioe  As  could  be  ezpfcsafd^  ccBuddeiv 
^  the.  atlff  dre«n  iaadj  maiuien  of  the  tnnea. 
'  AUxpaeaBdboiivdfimrentljyvhUetheJQi^^ 
to  iHifa  a  iKMrth  cavatcyword^  mptemre,  of  hil 
mode  of  locomotion,  toddled  to  his  chmr  or  thfonei 
nakiog  a  tiga  to  Heriot  til  stand  hebiod  him. 

''  We  hope,''  said  his  M^eaty,  '^  that  liMcd 
DalgaroD  .ilands  prc|WPed  ta  do  jua^.to  this 
bnfoHiuialo  Uidy,  and  to  lus  /iwn  cbamater  aad 
baDdarr 

*^  M&y  I  humbly  inquuae  tbe.  penalty,?*  ssmI 
Lord' Halgarno,  *'iii  cAse  I  should  uahappily 
HaA  oompliaace  with  your  Jfajestyls  dendaiids 
impoaBibk  P'' 

^<  Banishment  firae  our  court,  my  lord,''  said 
the  King ;  ^*  frae  our  comrt  and  our  countenanced 

^^  Unhappif  6»le[  that  I  may  he !"  said  Lord 
Dalgqrao,  in  a  tone  of  subdued  ironyw-r<<  J^  witt 
Ht  least,  cany  your  Majeafy^  picture  with  me,  fo^r 
X  shall  never  see  such  another  king." 

^^  And  banishment,  my  lord,"  said  the  PrincQ, 
aternly,  '*  fimn  these  cmr  dominions.^ 
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^  ^  Trhat  must  be  by  form  of  law,  please  jm 
Royal  Highness,*  ssid  Balgarno,  with  an  sftcts- 
tion  cf  deep  reqpect ;  ^*  and  I  hare  not  heiid 
thatthere  b  a  statate,  compdUng  ua,  vinder  sodi 
penalty,  to  many  every  woman  we  may  play  die 
fool  with.  Perhaps  Ids  Grace  of  Bnddn^iiB 
cantdlmer 

^<  You  are  a  viMssn,  Dalgarno,*  said  thcliaii^itf 
and  vdMment  favourite. 

^  Fie,  my  lord,  fie !— 4d  a  prisoner,  snd  is 
presence  of  your  royal  and  paternal  goanpr  aid 
Lord  Dalgama  **  But  I  will  cut  this  ddSben^ 
tkm  short.  I  have  looked  over  this  schedule  of 
the  goods  and  eflfecto  of  Enninia  Pauletti,  dangb- 
t^  of  the  late  npbIe-«-yes,  he  b  called  the  nobk^ 
or  I  read  wrong,  Giovanni  Pauletti,  of  the  Hoar 
of  Sa^sovino,  in  Genoa,  and  cif  the  no  less  nobk 
Lady  Maud  Olifaunt,  of  the  House  of  Crknvar^ 
loch— Well,  I  dedare  that  I  was  pre-contncled 
in  Spain  to  this  nobk  lady,  and  there  has  pasnd 
betwixt  us  some  certain  praSbaHo  matrimomm; 
and  now,  what  more  does  this  grave  assembly  re- 
quire of  me  ?^ 

''  That  you  should  repair  the  gross  and  iafi^ 
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^aouB  wioog  you  have  done  the  lady^  by  auary- 
ing  her  witkia  this  hour/*  said  the  Frinoe. 

**  O,  may  it  ptaate  yovr  Royal  Highness,^  aa* 
•awered  DalganiOy  ^  I  have  a  trifling  rfflatwnrfiip 
with  an  old  Earl,  who  calls  himsdf  my  father^ 
who  may  claim  some  vote  in  the  matter.  Alaa ! 
every  son  is  not  blessed  with  an  obedient  parent.'^ 
Hehazaided  a  sligfat  glance  towaids  the  thioiici 
to  give  meaning  to  his  last  wozds.  . 

'^  We  have  spoken  oursdkes  with  Lord  Hmit* 
inglen,^  said  the  Bang,  <<  and  are  authorised  to 
oonaent  in  his  name.^ 

^  I  could  never  have  expected  this  interven. 
Ikm  of  a  prommatay  which  the  vulgar  translate 
black-foot,  of  such  eminent  dignity,^  said  DaU 
gamo,  scarce  concealing  a  sneer.  ^'Andmyla* 
ther  hath  consented  ?  He  was  wont  to  say,  ere 
-we  left  Soodand,  that  the  hkM)d  of  Huntinglen 
and  of  Glenvarloch  would  not  mingle,  were  they 
pouted  into  the  same  basin.  Perhaps  he  has  a 
mind  to  try  the  experiment  ?" 

^  My  lord,""  said  James,  <<  we  will  not  be 
longer  trifled  with— will  you  instantly,  and  t^nt 
morOy  take  this  lady  to  your  wife,  in  our  chapel  ?"* 
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games  «*  fdr»  I  pekoem^  by  doing  00 1  dntt  ob- 
•iMi  power  to  leodet  great  terriocs  to  the  oob- 
wiavMiltli^I  AaU  ham  aeqttacd  ircdth  lo  sop- 
ply  tbe  wantiof  jour  Ma]^s^«  aild  4&arw]fe  to 
beatthecuifcltiaadofhbflhneoeofBiirkiiighiwii* 
.  TlieDttkercM,priMdtotbeeDddfllietriik 
srbere  Loid  i)olg«ixi  was  BtndiDg^aiid  wlu^K^ 
ed  in  his  ear,  M  Yov  hsre  plaoed  afiur  sister  at 
0iy  ciiiiHBaiid  ere  iioir*^ 

•  This  tiuDt  eat  deep  through  LonlDalgaolKi^s 
assumed  composure.  He  started  si  if  an  adder 
had  stUDg  faimi  but  iiwtaiitly  amiposbd  hitnadf, 
tfid^yi^g  i?B  th^TVitef^VH^^!  iTWiiBM-miiittrTtiinfr 
aa  eye  whith  qpoks  snatteiabk  habred^  he  ]lQait- 
ed  the  fior«hlltiger  of  hu  left  hand  to  the  hiiter 
his  swordv  but  in  a  niiUuv»  whidi  eoidd  tearce 
be  obsenred  by  hny  6iie  save  Btekingfaairi*  The 
Dfdte  gaTeUim  anolhel:  innife  tiC  Utter  aeoi%  and 
letuibed  to  his  teal^  in  obedience  to  the  coai» 
mands  of  the  Kiogi  who  eoaUnucd  calliiig  oul^ 
^'  Sit  ddlf  tt,  Steenie^  sit  dowA»  I  cdnaBadd  y»— 
we  will  bee  nae  bsimaJbreaking  here."^ 
'    *<  Y^r  Migesty  need  not  feear  my  palicsce^'* 

18 
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ttud  liMd  TMgimo;  << itid  that  I  kxn^  kisep  it 
€hie  better,  I  WiU  not  utter  aobther  word  hi  thii 
l^res^iciei  save  thoae  enjoined  to  me  in  that  happy 
portkm  of  the  Prayer  JSook,  which  hegim  with 
Deixrhf  Bdaoed^  and  ends  with  amaaBemimlT* 

^^  You  at«  a  hafdened  vittun,  Dalgaiiio,^  aaid 
the  King)  ^anid  were  I  the  laas,  by  my  fkdierb 
isatil,  I  wnold  rather  bnmk  idle  stain  of  haying 
•keen  your  concubine,  thdn  rim  the  riik  of  faecbu 
ming  your  wife.  But  she  Aall  be  niiiier  our  'ip»i 
cial  piK)tection»-»^«Cbaie,  my  lords,  wfa  .iirill  bur- 
itVHg&  see  this  blitliesome  bjidaL"*-  He  gave  the 
Mgnal  by  risii^,  and  moved  towards  the  door»  M- 
4owed  by  the  trsin.  Loid  Dalgamo  attended, 
Hipeaking  to  tx^b^  and  ipoked  to  by  no  one,  y«t 
eeeitiing  as  easy  tuul  dbembarrassed  in  his  gaiit 
anii  manner  as  if  in  leaiity  a  Imppy  bridegrooni. 

They  reached  the  Chapel  by  a  private  entranoe 
*whi^  eomttunicated  froin  the  royal  apartment 
The  Bishop  of  Wioehester,  in  his  pontifietd  df«ts, 
stood  bemde  the  altar;  on  the  other  side,  sop- 
p(^ted  by  Monna  t'aula,  the  colourless,  faded, 
half4ifeleaB  fertn  of  the  Lady  Hemiione,  or  £!^ 
minia,  Pauletti.     Lord  Dalgamo  bowed  pro- 
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**  HoU  thy  bate  ribald  tongue,^  nid  his  &- 
ther.  Lord  Huntiiigieny  who  had  kept  in  die 
*ba£k-gioaiid  diniiigtheoeremony,  and  now  step- 
ping  suddenly  forward,  caught  the  lady  by  the 
am,  and  eonfronted  her  unworthy  hudband^ — 
*^  The  Lady  Dalgamo,'*  he  continued,  ^  shall 
jrenain  as  a  widow  in  my  house.  A  widow  I 
jsrteem  her,  as  much  as  if  the  gia^e  had  dosed 
pver  her  dishonoured  huibend.^ 

Lord  Dalgamo  ffihihitifd  momentary  symp- 
toms of  extrsme  cMfusion,  and  said,  in  a  sub- 
mtanw  tone,  *^  If  you,  my  leid,  can  wish  me 
dead,  I  cannot,  though  your  beir,  return  the 
comfduDenL  Few  of  the  first-bom  of  Israel,^  he 

^notion  he  had  diiplayed,  ^  ohb  tKf  so  mn^ 
with  truth.  But'  I  will  conTinoe  you  &e  I  go^ 
that  I  am  a  true  desoendahit  oF  a  hoAse  fimed 
ior  its  mauory  of  mjuxies.^ 

^  I  marvel  your  ifajesty  will  listen  to  hfan 
longer,""  said  Prince  Chades.  «  MetUaks  we 
have  heard  enough  of  his  daring  inaolenoe.^ 

But  James^  who  took  the  intoMt  off  a  true 
gossip  in  such  a  scene^as  was  now  passing,  eould 
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^  The  Bnhcp  aecordtngly  opmed  his  book  imd 
comneiloBd  di*  'nuuniagMeramonjry  unler  cir« 
eamslanctt  so  novel  and  so  inauipfdoui.  The 
fespqasei  of  die  faride  were  only  ezpreMed  by 
wdmetioDiof  theheedandbodj  ;  while  thoee  of 
the  biid^proobi  iveve  spokoi  boUQy  and  dkdacU 
Iy«  with  d  tone  Membli^g  fevity^  if  not  leorn. 
When  k  irm  eo^ddded.  Lead  Dalggrnb  edvtfw 
oed  as  if  to  saluJlie  thebridey  but  teeing  that  ahe 
drew  haok  in  fenr  and  aUiorrencie,  be  contented 
hiiaself  wUh  making  bar  a  low  bow.  Be  theft 
dfiew  up  Us  k/nk  to  its  hoght,  and  sttetehei 
hiaiadf  as  if  esinnning  tbe  power  of  bis  Uniba^ 
but  elagaitly,  endiritboni  my  foicifale  change  of 
attknde.  ^loouUcapcteyet^Theaaidy'Mhough 
I  am  in  feltaran  bttt  they  Jure  at  gold,  nd  lightly 
wom.«^Wd),  laeiaralleyeslobkooldonniey  and 
itistimelshouldwitihdmw.  TheeunaUneselss- 
where  than  in  England*  But  first  I  muat  ask 
bow  tins  for  Lady  Dalgamo  is  to  be  bestowed. 
MethhJre  it  is  but  decent  I  sbonld  know.  Is  she 
to  be  sent  to  the  baram  of  my  Lord  Dnkd  ?  Or 
is  this  i^erth^  ritizen«  as  befi 
VOL.  ifir.  a 


944  THE  FOETUM£S  OF  KIGSI» 

iHj  1^7,  and  dqw,  X  thaiik  I{e%v«n,  to  loe,  in 
•oquiriiif  a  oeEtain  mortgage^  or  wadset,  over 
tbe  estate  of  GleiiTiitrloph«  wIhcI^  if  it  be  not  ie> 
deemed  before  to-mprrQw  atnopn,  will  put  me  in 
possession  of  t^efur  demesaos  of  tbose  whponoe 
called  theoi0elve9  our  bousQ^a  nvak.^ 
.   <<  Cap  tbia  ]^  true  r  said  tbe.  KiQg. 

'*  It  is  eren  but  too  true,  pleaa^  yow  Mfjl^^ 
^1^  answered  tb^  altiaeik  /<  The  {ja^f /Her- 
mione  having  advanced  the  mon^  toft  tbd  ori^ 
^  xredkor,  I  was  otfliged,  in  honour  ai|4  ho- 
nestj,  to  takf  tb^  rigbta  tc^ b^;  and»  doid)des% 
ibey  pass  to  her  bfi^band.^ 
,  <^  But  the.wariaat,i|iv^'' said  the  ¥4ngr-"  the 
warrant  onour  Excheq^f  Couldna  that  wp|^ 
^  lad  wi^  the  ina^ns  ^  rad^nptipn  r* 
.  <<  Unhappily^  mf  Megffy  be  baa  V»t  it,  ^  dia. 
posed  of  it~It  i#  ^oi  IQ  bQ  loimd.  Ha  }a  die 
pifist  unlud^y  ywUi  !^ 

<<  This  is  a  proper  spot  of  work,^  aaid  the 
pilg,  bqiinning  to  aaible  aboiH  wd  pby  with 
tbe  poinu  of  bis  dpuUet  ai|d  hps^  in  exptesdon 
^  disQugr.  ^  We  aannji^  aid  him  witboul  paying 
fipr  d^bta  tvipe  over,  and  we  bl^ye^  ip  the  pie- 
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aenl  state  of  our  Slcehequ^/  murce  fhtt  mistai  oi 
payifig  thtm  OBic^.'^ 

^  YbU  have  told  toe  MWft,^  taid  Lord  Ikd^pRu 
no,  <*  feat  t  will  t^ke  no  advailCagk^ 

<<  Do  not,"*  said  hid  father ;  *^l«  aboU  v^fauoy 
since  thou  must  he  one,  and  teek  Tevidnge  nith 
arms,  and  not  with  the  uimrar^  weapoti».^ 

<<  Pardon  me,  my  lord,*  teid  Ldfd  thlgamoi 
^*  Pen  and  ink  are  now  my  «(ivest  liieanfi  of  vm^ 
geahce;  and  more  land  is  Won  by  the  Itfwyet 
with  the  ram-sidn/  than  by  the  Andrea  Ferram 
with  his  sheeps-head  handle.  But,  as  I  saidlN^ 
fore,  I  will  take  no  advantagetll  I  indll  B,wmt  in 
town  to-morrow,  near  Covent-Garden ;  if  any 
one  will  pay  the  redemption-money  to  my  scri- 
vener,  with  whom  the  deeds  lie,  the  better  for 
Lord  Glenvarloch ;  if  not,  I  will  go  forward  on 
the  next  day,  and  travel  with  all  dispatch  to  the 
north,  to  take  possession.*^ 

<<  Take  a  father'^s  malison  with  you,  unhappy 
wretch  !^  siud  Lord  Huntinglen. 

*'  And  a  king^s,  who  is  pcUer  pairke^  said 
James. 


846  THK  VOATUMES  OF  MIGKL. 

<<  I  trttit  to  beur  both  ligM j,^  sttd  Lord  D«l. 
gamo;  and  bowing  anmnd  him^  be  withdrew; 
while  all  pieaent,  oppmaedy  and,  BB  it  were,  over- 
awed by  his  determined  effiontery,  found  they 
oould  draw  breath  more  freely,  when  he  at  length 
relieved  them  iA  his  sodety.  Lord  Hunting^cn, 
applying  himadf  to  comfiMrt  his  new  daoghter-iii» 
law,  wididiew  with  her  also ;  and  the  Sjiig,with 
his  piivy-coiindlt  whom  he  had  not  dismissed, 
agun  returned  to  his  oouncil-chambar,  though 
the  hour  was  unusually  late.  Herioi^s  atteodanoe 
was  still  commanded,  but  for  what  reason  was 
not  explained  to  him. 
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CHAPTEH  IX. 


ni  play  the  emves-dropper. 

Richard  III.  Ad  V.  Scene  3. 


Jax£8  had  no  sooner  resumed  his  seat  at  the 
couDciUboard  than  be  began  to  bitch  in  bis  diair» 
cough,  use  his  b^dkercbi^f)  aod  make  other  in- 
tioutions  that  he  meditated  a  long  speech.  The- 
council  composed  themselves  to  the  beseeming 
degree  of  attention.  Charles,  as  strict  m  his  no-^ 
tions  of  decorum,  as  his  father  was  indifferent  to 
it,  fixed  himself  in  an  attitude. of  rigid  and  re*. 
spectful  attention,  while  the  haughty  farourite,. 
conscious  of  his  power  oyer  both  father  and  son, 
stretched  himself  more  easily  on  his  seat,  and  in: 
assuming  an  appearance  of  listening,  seemed  to. 
pay  a  debt  to  ceremonial  rather  than  to  duty.    . 

*<  I  doubt  not,  my  lords,^  said  the  moDarch, 
^^  that  some  of  you  may  be  thinking  the  hoUrof 
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refecUoa  is  past^  and  that  it  is  time  to  ask  with 
the  aiaye  in  the  comedy— Q^mI  de  ^fmbohh^ 
NeverthelesB,  to  do  justice  and  exemse  judgmatt 
is  our  meat  and  drink ;  and  now  we  are  to  pny 
your  wisdom  to  consider  the  case  of  this  unhappy 
youth  Lord  Gl«iivarloch,  and  see,  whether,  ooo- 
nstently  with  our  honour,  anything  can  be  done 
in  his  favour.^ 

**  I  am  surprised  at  your  Miyesty^s  wisdom 
making  the  isqiiity,^  said  the  Duke ;  ^^itiaplaia 
this  Dalgarno  hath  pioftsd  otie  of  the  most  mso- 
lent  ^iihnns  en  eatth,  and  it  must  dietefoiw  be 
dear,  that  if  {A»d  G^lmiiFarlocb  had  run  him 
thvoogh  the  body,  there  would  but  have  been  ent 
of  the  world  a  knave  ivhohad  lived  in  it  tookm^. 
I  tbifnk  Lord  Olenvarlobb  hath  had  muehwrmi^ ; 
aad  I  n^ret  that,  6y  die  persaaritHis  of  this  fid« 
fdk»#,  I  have  myself  had  seme  hand  in  it.^ 

<*  Ye  speik  fike  a  ohiU,  Steenie^I  mean  my 
LmI  of  Bueldngham»*  answered  the  Kk^  *^  and 
as  one  ^t  does  not  undarsiaBd  the  kigie  of  the 
schools ;  for  an  action  may  be  inconsequential  or 
even  meritcn^s,  qitoad  hommem^  that  is,  as 
touching  him  upon  iiAom  it  is  acted;  and  yet  most 
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tfimiiialf  qmMid  bcmn^  or  ooniidOTing  the  place 
wk€reinitiBdon9  et  a  man  maj  lawfully  danoe 
Chrighty  Beardie  or  any  other  danoe  in  a  tavern^ 
hat  not  inier  pariekf  ^cclesut.  So  that^  though 
it  may  have  been  a  good  deed  to  have  tfdcked 
Lord  Dalgamo^  bciag  such  as  he  has  shewn  turn* 
self,  any  where  else,  yet  it  fell  under  the  plain 
statute,  when  violence  was  offered  within  the  verge 
rf  the  Court.  For,  let  me  tell  you,  my  lords,  the 
statute  against  striking  would  be  of  small  use  in 
our  court,  if  it  could  be  eluded  by  justifying  the 
peraon  stricken  to  be  a  knave.  It  b  mucli  to  be 
lamented  that  I  ken  nae  court  in  Christendom 
where  knaves  ace  not  to  be  found  $  and  if  men 
are  to  break  the  peace  under  pretence  of  beatin|f 
them,  why,  it  will  rain  Jeddart  staves  in  our  very 
antMJmmber.^ 

"  Whet  your  Majesty  says,*  repKed  l^rince 
Charles,  ^  is  marked  with  your  usual  wisdcfUH— 
the  precbcts  of  palaces  must  be  sacred  as  well 
as  the  petsons  of  kings,  which  are  respected  even 
in  the  most  barbarous  nations,  as  bring  one  step 
only  beneath  their  divinities.  But  your  M ajes-^ 
ty^s  will  can  controul  the  severity  of  this  and 
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every  other  low,  «nd  it  is  io  jour  power,  an  cod- 
aidanitkin  of  his  case,  to  gnuit  this  rash  yoiui^ 
aum  a  free  pazdon.^ 

<*  Rem  ocu  tetigisHj  Carok^  mi  puendt^  an- 
swered the  King ;  '*  and  know,  my  Jofda,  thai 
we  have,  by  a  shrewd  device  and  gift  of  oar  own^ 
abeady  sounded  the  very  depth  of  tbisIxNnd  Glen, 
varloch^s  disposition.  I  trow  there  be  amoDg  you 
some  that  remember  my. handling  io  the  eaiions 
case  of  my  Lady  Lake;,  and  how  I  tiiaimed  them 
about  the  story  of  hearkemng  behind  the  anaiL 
Nowthisputmetooogitauon^andl  remcmbend 
me  of  having  read  that  Diony  tius,  King  of  Sy« 
recuse,  whom  historiaas  call  Xw^mm^  wiiidi  ag. 
nifieth  not  in  th^  Greek  tongu^  as  io  ours,  a  tru- 
culent usurper,  but  a  royal  king  who  governs^  it 
may  be,  something  more  strictly  than  we  and 
other  lawful  monarchs,  whom  the  ancients  termed 

« 

BtffffXiik •  Now  this  Dionysius  of  Syracuse  caused 
cunning  workmen  to  build  for  himadf  a  iuigg — 
d^ye  ken  what  that  is,  my  Lord  Bish<^  r* 

**  A  cathedral^  I  presume  to  guess,^  answered 
the  Bishop. 
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.  <<  What  die  d^**!!)  nuui— I  crave  your  iordriiip^tf 
pardon  for  sweariiig—- but  it  was  no  cathedral— « 
(Hily  a  lurkiog*pIaoe  called  the  kingV  lugg  ot  ear, 
where  he^ould  tttundescriedy  and  hear  the  cod* 
verse  of  his  priaoaers*  Now,  sirs,  in  imitation  of 
this  Dionysius,  whom  I  took  for  my  pattern,  the 
rather  that  he  was  a  great  linguist  and  gramnuu 
rian,  and  taught  a  sehool  with  good  applause  af- 
ter his  abdicaticm,  (either  he  or  his  buooesaor  of 
the  samename,  it  matters  not  whilk)— *I  have  cau^ 
sed  them  to  make  a  hgg  up  at  the  state^prison 
of  the  Tower  yonda*,  more  like  a  pulpit  than  a 
cathedral,  my  Lord  Bishop— and  oomrnunicattng 
with  the  arras  behind  the  Lieutenant's  chamber, 
where  we  may  at  and  jMiTily  hear  the  discourse 
of  such  prisoners  as  are  pent  up  there  for  state 
offences,  and  so  creep  into  the  very  seiarets  of  our 
enemies.* 

The  Prince  cast  a  glance  towards  the  Duke, 
expresnve  of  great  vexation  and  disgust  Buck- 
ingham shrugged  his  shoulders,  but  the  motion 
was  so  slight  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible. 

<*  Wed,  my  lords,  ye  ken  the  fray  at  the  hunt* 
mg  this  morning— 'I  shall  not  get  out  of  the  tiem- 
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UbgOMS  oBiil  I  hawe  m  waaod  wfjbiCu 

JMl  alWr  Afll,  diey  brin^  ye  ia  a  pntty  pagt 
tfal^d  hM  fimaii  it  the  fmk.  Wewereim. 


■lyoarlifcevfrattkctemceof  thtaeiaiyliiwys 
v»  coBBHOiddl  all  to  avoid  die  rooni,  fhe  ntlief 
dHl  lie  MMfMCted  du  boy  to  be  a  gvL  WhiA 
Aiak  ye,  ny  lowfa?  few  of  you  wo«M  fcave 
AoQgbt  I  bed  a  bavk^s  eye  ftr  se  gear ;  but  «e 
tbaak  Qod,  tkai  tbougb  ve  ite  oM»  ^Pe  faioer  eo 
wmh  at  eacb  toye  as  laey  faciecm  a  mea  of  de« 
gffanty.  Weel,  ny  lonl,  we  qneeiaoiied  fim 
m  nak  auiie  oimelecB,  end  I  pnfev  k 
wee  a  iwy  pr^ty  inlemgataffy ,  and  «cB  foyor- 
ed.  Far,  lboii|^  flhe  at  fint  ptoiiMied  A«t  An 
eeMUBcd  uie  dugoiee  m  oraer  tooonalcaeBCe  the 
voBBen  who  Bhould  pmnit  us  widi  the  Ledy 
Hcrmioiie^  pettdan,  ftrwhom  ihe  prafeeaed  ok 
keeftctien;  yet  vbeo  ve,  etupeedogai^Wfii 
Aerie,  M  put  her  to  the  TCty  qneMfan,  ihe  eat 
oompdled  to  own  a  vittuooB  atta^aieiit  fer  den- 
▼ariodttdee,  in  each  a  pretty  peaion  ef  afaame  end 
fear,  thet  we  bed  auch  ado  to  keep  our  owa  cyca 
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fipom  keepiag  eopiptiiy  with  heg\  in  wcflpng* 
Jiho  she  laid  before  us  the  false  practices  of  this 
Dalgarso  towards  GkBTarlodiides,  iDTOghog 
him  into  houses  of  ill  rcaort,  and  ghriog  him  eril 
oounsej  underptetexloCsiiwerefineiidshipiirbere- 
by  the  iacqpcrisposd  lad  wm  led  to  do  what  was 
pnjudicial  to  hhnsetf  fmd  cffeBAYe  to  us.  fiu^ 
lK)Werar  fspsttily  she  told  her  tale,  wedatenniiied 
not  altogether  to  trust  to  her  HsnatioBt  faut  rai^ 
thcf  to  try  the  elcpeniiieiit  whilk  we  had  dflfiasd 
for  such  oflcasioiis.  And  hating  oundTes  spead* 
ily  passed  from  Greenwich  to  the  Tofmrt  wie  Gon^ 
stituted  ounelves  eavea-diapper  sa  it  ia  oaUed>  to 
obsenre  whatshonld  pasabetwocnGknvadoohidas 
and  this  pegs,  whom  we  caused  to  be  adautled 
to  Us  apartmenty  wall  judg^  that  if  they  warn 
of  counad  together  to  deociTe  us^  it  oould  not  be 
but  sometlnug  ef  it  would  spunk  out-^And  what 
think  ye  we  saw,  my  lords  ?~-Naething  ihr  you 
to  soiggle.and  laugh  at«  Steeaie  ■  fcr  I  question  if 
you  could  have  played  the  temperate  and  Chrio* 
tianJike  part  of  thia  poor  hid  Glepvaxlocb*  He 
might  be  a  Eather  of  theChuich  in  oompanaiNt 
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of  yon,  man.— And  then  to  try  his  pttienee  yet 
fiothar,  WB  looted  on  him  a  couitieF  and  a  dti. 
sen,  that  is  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  and  oar 
servant  Gaorge  ibnot  here^  wha  dang  the  poor 
lad  about,  and  did  aa  greatly  spare  our  loyal 
setres^You  mind,  Gconfie^  what  yoa  sad  about 
the  wives  and  eoncufaines  P  but  I  foigie  ye,  man 
nae  need  of  kneeling,  I  forgie  ye  the  rea£cr 
that  it  regaids  aae  particular,  wfailk,  as  it  added 
not  mudi  to  Solomon^s  credit,  the  lack  of  it  can- 
not be  said  to  impinge  on  ours.  Avedi^  my  lords, 
for  all  temptation  of  sore  distress  and  evil  enaam- 
pie,  this  poor  lad  nover  looaed  Us  tongue  on  us 
to  say  one  unbeeoming  word<— which  indines  us 
the  rather,  acting  always  by  your  wise  advice,  to 
treat  this  affidr  of  the  Paric  asa  thmgdone  in  Ae 

therefiirs  la  confer  our  free  pardon  on  Lord  Gien- 
varioch.^ 

*<  lam  happy  your  gtadous  Majesty,^  said  the 
Duke  of  Bockiagham,  '*  has  arrived  at  that  con- 
elusion,  tboogh  I  could  never  have  guessed  at 
the  road  by  wUdb  you attmnediL? 


14 
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^*  I  triist,^  said  Prince  CharieB,  ^^  tbotit  isBot 
a  path  which  jour  Majesty  will  think  it  ocnifiisU 
ent  with  your  high  dignity  to  tread  frequently.^ 

'^  Never  while  I  five  again.  Baby  Charies^' 
that  I  give  you  my  royal  word  on.  They  say 
that  hearkeners  hear  ill  tales  cf  themselves— 4>y 
my  saul,  my  very  ears  are  tingling  wi^  ihkt  auld 
sorrow  Sir  Mungd*B  sarcasms.  He  called  us  dose- 
fisted,  Steenie— -I  am  sure  yoil  can  contradict 
that.  But  it  is  mere  envy  in  the  auld  mutiUited 
sinner,  because  he  himself  has  neither  a  noble  (oi 
hold  in  hisloofvor  fingers  to  dose  on  it  if  he  had«^ 
Here  the  King  lost  recollection  of  Sir  Mungo^s 
irreverence  in  chuckling  over  his  own  wit,  and 
only  further  alluded  to  it  by  say]ng<«— *^  We  must 
give  the  old  maunderer  ho9  m  2^gtfal9^-HKMne- 
thing  to  stop  his  mouth,  or  he  will  rail  at  us  from 
Dan  to  Beersheba.-^Attd  now,  my  lords,  let  our 
warrant  of  mercy  to  Lord  Glenvarlodi  be  pre« 
sently  expedited,  and  he  put  to  his  freedom ;  and 
as  his  estate  is  likely  to  go  so  sleaveless  a  gate,  we 
will  consider  what  means  of  favour  we  can  shew 
him;«-^My  lords,  I  wish  you  an  appetite  to  an  ear- 
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are  very  dull  to-day.  I  mean  what  do  you  think 
this  fallow  Moniplies  should  think  about  the  mat- 
ter ?" 

*^  Surely  that  your  Migesty  is  a  moat  good  and 
gracious  sovereign,^  answered  Heriot. 

<^  We  had  need  to  be  gude  and  gracious  baith|^ 
said  the  King,  still  more  pettbUy,  **  that  have 
idiots  about  us  that  cannot  understand  what  we 
mint  at,  unless  we  speak  it  out  in  braid  IiOW«» 
lands.  See  this  chie}d  Momphes,  sir^  and  tell  him 
what  we  have  dome  for  Lord  Glenvarloch,  in 
whom  he  takes  such  part,  out  of  our  ain  gracih 
ous  motion,  though  we  refused  to  do  it  on  ony 
proffer  of  private  advantage.  Now,  you  may  put 
it  till  him  as  if  (^  your  own  mind,  whether  it  will 
be  a  gracious  or  a  dutiful  part  in. him,  to  press 
us  for  present  payment  of  the  two  or  three  hun- 
dred miserable  pounds  for  whilk  we  were  obliged 
to  opignorate  our  jewels  ?  Indeed,  mony  men 
may  think  ye  wad  do  the  part  of  a  gude  citiaen, 
if  you  took  it  on  yourself  to  refuse  him  payment,, 
seeing  he  hath  had  what  he  professed  to  esteem 
full  satisfaction,  and  considering,  moreover,  that 

VOL.  III.  B 
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it  18  evident  he  bath  no  pressing  need  of  moD^, 
whereof  we  have  much  necessity.'" 

Geoige  Heriot  sighed  internally.  ^*  O  my 
Master,^  ihovgbt  he— ^<  my  dear  Mast^ ,  ns  it 
then  fated  you  are  never  to  indulge  any  kii^ly 
or  noble  sentiment,  without  its  being  sullied  by 
some  after  thought  of  interested  selfiahness?^ 

The  King  troubled  himself  not  about  what  he 
thought,  but  taking  him  1^  the  coUar,  said, — 
*^  Ye  ken  my.  meaning  now,  Jingler— awa*  wi* 
ye.  You  are  a  wise  man^-HDoanage  it  your  ain 
gate— but  forg^  not  our  present  straits.^  The 
citizen  made  his  obeisance,  and  withdrew. 

^  And  now,  bairns,'^  said  the  Cag,  **  whatdo 
you  look  upon  each  other  to^ — and  what  have 
you  got  to  ask  at  your  dear  dad  and  goasip?** 

^  Only,''  sud  the  Prince,  <*that  it  would  please 
your  Majesty  to  command  the  lurking*plaoe  at 
the  prison  to  be  presently  buik  up— 4he  gvoaas 
of  a  captive  should  not  be  biougfat  in  evidneoe 
against  hint.'' 

«  What !  build  up  my  lugg.  Baby  Chttks? 
And  yet  better  deaf  than  hear  ill  tales  of  one's 
self.     So  let  them  build  it  up,  hard  and  fssr, 
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without  delay^  the  rather  that  my  back  is  sair 
with  sitting  in  it  for  a  whole  hour.— And  now  let 
us  see  what  the  cooks  have  been  doing  for  us, 
bonnie  bairns.^ 
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CHAPTEB  X. 


To  this  bnit  man  the  knight  repsin 
For  oonniel  in  his  hw  aAin ; 
And  found  htm  mouited  in  hii  pev. 
With  hooks  and  monej  placed  for  shew. 
Like  nest-eggs  to  make  dienta  liyr« 
And  for  this  false  opinion  paj. 

ffudBras, 


.  OuB  reader  may  recollect  a  certain  smootb- 
tongued,  lank*faaired,  buckram-suited  Seottiah 
scrivener,  who,  in  the  first  volume  of  this  history, 
appeared  in  the  character  of  a  prot^6  of  George 
Heriot*  It  is  to  his  house  we  are  Atmt  to  re- 
move, but  times  have  changed  with  him.  The 
petty  booth  hath  become  a  chamber  of  import- 
ance—the buckram  suit  is  changed  into  black 
velvet ;  and  although  the  wearer  retuns  his  pu- 
ritanical humility  and  politeness  to  clients  of  con- 
sequence, he  can  now  look  others  broad  in  the 
face,  and  treat  them  with  a  full  allowance  of  su- 


THB  FORTUMES  OF  KIOEL.  861 

perior  opulence,  and  the  insolence' afinng  from 
it.  It  WB»  but  a  short  poiod  that  had  achieyed 
these  akerations,  nor  was  the  part  j  himself  as  yet 
entirely  accustomed  to  them,  but  the  change  was 
becoming  less  embarrassing  to  him  with  every 
day^a  practice.  Among  other  acquiations  of 
wealth,  you  may  see  one  of  Davie  Bamsay^s  best 
4ime->pieees  on  the  table,  and  his  eye  ia  frequently 
observing  its  revolutions,  while  a  boy,  whom  he 
employs  as  a  scribe,  is  oocaaonally  sent  out  to 
compare  its  progress  with  the  clock  of  Smot  Dun- 
utan. 

The  scrivener  himself  seemed  conuderably 
agitated*  He  took  from  a  strong  box,  a  bundle 
of  parchments,  and  read  passages  of  them  with 
great  attention;  then  began  to  soliloquist^— 
^^  There  is  no  outlet  which  law  can  suggestp— <no 
back-door  of  evaaoik— none— if  thekmdaof  Glen* 
varloch  are  not  redeemed  before  it  rings  nooil. 
Lord  Dalgamb  hais  them  a  cheap  pennyworth. 
Strange,  that  he  should  have  been  at  last  able  to 
set  his  patron  at  defiance,  and  achieve  for  him- 
self the  fair  estate,  with  the  prospect  of  which  he 
so  long  flattered  the  powerful  Buckingham.** 


Might  not  Andrew  Skurliewhittar  mck  Um  » 
neatly  ?  He  hath  been  my  patron-— true— not 
more  than  Buckingham  vaa  his;  and  he  ean  be 
ao  nomore,  for  he  departs  presently  for  Scotland. 
I  am  glad  of  it— I  hate  him,  and  I  fear  binu  He 
knows  too  many  of  my  secrets— I  know  too  many 
dThis.  But,no--4io— no— I  need  never  attempt 
it,  there  are  no  means  of  oYer-readung  him.^ 
WeU,  WilUe,  what  oVlock  ?"" 

^  Eleven  hours  just  chappit,  ar.^ 

^*  Go  to  your  desk  without,  child,^  said  the 
scrivener.  '*  What  to  do  next — I  shall  lose  the 
old  Earl'^s  fair  business,  and,  what  is  worse,  hb 
8on*8  foul  fKBctice.  Old  Heriot  looks  too  dcee 
into  business  to  permit  me  more  than  the  pidtry 
and  ordinary  dues.  The  Whitefinars  buoness 
was  profitable,  but  it  has  become  unsafe  ever 
since— pah ! — ^what  brought  that  in  my  head 
just  now  P  I  can  hardly  hold  my  pen^-if  men 
should  see  me  in  this  way !  Willie,  (calling 
aloud  to  the  boy,)  a  cup  of  distilled  waters— Soh  ! 
-—now  I  could  face  the  dev.tl/^ 

He  spoke  the  last  words  aloud,  and  close  by 
the  door  of  the  apartment,  which  was  suddenly 
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opened  by  Richie  Moniplies,  followed  by  two 
gentlemen,  and  attended  by  two  porters  bearing 
money-bags.  ^*If  yecanfacethedeeTil,  Bfaister 
Skurliewhitter,^  said  Bkhiey  ^'  ye  will  be  the  less 
likely  to  turn  your  back  on  a  sack  or  twa  o^  oiler, 
which  I  have  ta'*en  the  freedom  to  bring  you.  Sa- 
thanas  and  Mamsnon  are  near  a^kin.^  The  por- 
ters, at  the  same  time,  ranged  their  load  on  the 
floor. 

**  I — I,^— -stammered  the  surprised  scrivener 
— -^^  I  cannot  guess  what  you  mean,  asr.^ 

**  Only  that  I  have  brou^t  you  the  redemp. 
Uon-money  on  the  part  of  Lord  Olenvarloch,  in 
discharge  of  a  certain  mwtgage  over  his  family 
inheritance.  And  here,  in  good  time^  comes 
Master  Reginald  Lowestofie,  and  another  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  of  the  Temple,  to  be  wit* 
nesses  to  the  transaction.^ 

«  I— «I  incline  to  think,^  said  the  scrivener, 
''  that  the  term  is  eiqured."* 

^'  You  will  pardon  us.  Master  Scrivener,^  said 
LowestoSe.  <*  You  will  not  baffle  us— it  wants 
three-quarters  of  noon  by  every  dock  io  the 
city.^ 
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**  I  iriust  bate  tniie,  gentlemen,"  said  An- 
drew, ^  to  examine  the  gold  by  tale  and  weight"* 

*'  Do  io  at  jour  Insure,  Master  Scrivener,* 
replied  Lowestofie  again.  *'  We  have  already 
seen  the  contents  of  each  sack  told  and  weighed, 
and  we  bare  put  our  seals  on  theuL  There  they 
staqd  in  a  row,  twenty  in  number,  each  mnt^pn^ 
ing  three  hundred  yellow Jiammera—^e  are  wit* 
nesses  to  the  lawful  tender." 

**  Gentlemen/^  said  the  scrivenep,  *'  tlus  eeeu- 
rity  now  belongs  to  a  mighty  lord.  I  {my  you, 
abate  your  haste,  and  let  me  send  for  Lord  DdU 
ganio,--«r  rather,  I  will  run  for  him  mysdf.^ 

So  saying,  be  tpolc  up  his  hat ;  but  Lowestofie 
called  out,-^^<  Friend  Moniplies,  Iceqp  the  door 
fast,  an  thou  be^sta  man!  hesedcsbuttoputoff 
the  time.— In  plain  terms,  Andrew,  you  may  send 
for  the  devi],  if  you  will,  who  is  the  mightiest  lord 
of  my  iaoqusantance,  but  from  henoe  you  sdr  not 
till  you  have  answered  our  proposition,  by  re- 
jecting or  accepting  the  redemption-money  fair- 
ly tendered«-«thei«  it  lies*--take  it,  or  leave  it,  as 
you  will.  I  have  skill  enough  to  know  that  the 
law  is  mightier  than  any  lord  in  Britain— I  have 
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learned  so  hiudi  at  the  Teinple,  if  I  hare  learn- 
ed nothing  dae.  And  see  that  you  trifle  not  with 
it,  lest  It  make  your  long  ears  an  inch  shorter, 
Master  Skurliewhitter.'* 

^^  Nay,  gentlemen^  rf  yon  threaten  me,^  said 
the  scriyener,  **  I  cannot  resist  compolsioti.^ 

^*  No  thneata-— no  tbreatr  at  all,  my  little  An. 
drew,"^  i»id  Lowestoffis ;  <<  a  Imle  friendly  ad- 
vice only— forget  not,  honest  Andrew,  I  have 
seen  you  in  Alsatia.^ 

Witboat  answering  a  single  word,  the  scrivener 
sate  down,  and  drew  in  proper  form  a  fall  receipt 
for  the  money  proffered, 

**  I  take  it  on  your  report.  Master  Lowestotfe,^ 
be  said ;  *'  I  hope  yon  will  remembet  I  have  in- 
sisted neither  upon  weight  nor  tale — I  have  been 
civil"— if  there  is  deficiency  I  shall  come  to  loss."* 

<^  Fillip  bis  nose  with  a  gold  piece,  Bichie,^ 
qqoth  the  Templar.  <<  Take  up  the  papers,  and 
now  wend  we  merrily  to  dine  thou  wot^st  where.^ 

**  If  I  might  chuse,^  said  Richie,  '*  it  should 
not  be  at  yondei^  roguish  ordinary;  but  as  it  is 
your  pleasure,  gentlemen,  the  treat  shall  be  given 
wheresoever  you  will  have  it^^ 
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*<  At  the  ordiiiary,^  aaid  the  one  Templar. 

<«  At  BeeujeuV  said  the  other ;  <<  it  is  the 
only  house  in  London  for  neat  wines,  nimble 
drawers,  choice  dishes,  and        ^ 

**  And  hi^  duu^^es,^  quoth  Ucbie  Mom- 
plies.  «<  But,  aslsaid  before,  gentJemen,  ye  hare 
a  light  to  command  me  in  this  matter,  haying  so 
frankly  rendered  me  your  service  in  this  small 
matter  of  bumneis,  without  other  stipulalioa  than 
that  of  a  slight  banquet^ 

The  latter  part  of  this  discourse  passed  in  the 
street,  where,  immediately  afterwards,  thej  met 
Lord  Dalgamo.  He  appeared  in  haste,  touched 
his  hat  slightly  to  Miister  Lowestoffe,  who  return- 
ed his  reverence  with  the  same  negligence,  and 
walkied  slowly  on  with  his  companion,  while  Lord 
Dalgarno  stopped  Bichie  Moniplies  with  a  com- 
manding sign,  which  the  instinct  of  education 
compelled  Moniplies,  though  indignant,  to  obey. 

*<  Whom  do  you  now  follow,  sirrah  P^  demand- 
ed the  noble. 

^'  Whomsoever  goetfa  before  me,  my  lord,'' 
answerpd  Moniplies. 

No  sauciness,  you  knaves— I  desire  to  know 
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if  you  Still  serve  Nigel  OlifiEtant  ?"*  said  Dal- 
ganio* 

<<  I  am  friend  to  the  noble  Loid  Glemrarlodi,^ 
answered  Momplies,  with  digni^. 

^c  True,^  replied  Lord  Dalgamo,  <<  that  noble 
lord  has  sunk  to  seek  friends  among  lacqueyfr-*- 
Nevertheless,»-Jiark  thee  hither, — nevertheless^ 
if  he  be  of  the  same  mind  as  when  we  last  met, 
thou  mayest  shew  him,  that  on  to-morrow  at 
four  afternoon,  I  shall  pass  nordiwaid  by  En- 
field Chaoe— I  will  be  slenderly  attended,  as  I 
design  to  send  my  tndn  through  Bamet.  It  is 
my  purpose  to  ride  an  eaisy  pace  through  the  fo- 
rest, and  to  linger  a  while  by  Cimilet  Moat^-he 
knows  the  place ;  and  if  he  be  auj^t  but  an  AU 
satian  bully,  will  think  it  fitter  for  some  purposes 
than  the  Park.  He  is,  I  understiBund,  at  liberty, 
or  shortly  to  be  so.  If  he  fail  me  at  the  place  no- 
minated, he  must  seek  me  in  Scotland,  where  he 
will  find  me  possessed  of  his  fadier^s  estlite  and 
lands."" 

*<  Humph  !"*  muttered  Ridiie ;  '*  there  go  twa 
words  to  that  bargain.'" 

He  even  meditated  a  joke  on  the  means  which 
he  was  conscious  he  possessed  of  baffling  Lord 
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not  a  word  of  oily  oompnment  to  me  on  my  hxppj 
marriage? — ^not  a  word  of  moat  pbfloaopbical 
eoiraolation  on  my  disgrace  at  courtP«— Or  has 
my  mien,  as  a  wittol  and  a  discarded  favourite, 
the  properties  of  the  goi^n^s  head,  the  iurbaiaf 
PaBadis  arma^  as  Majesty  might  say  ?** 

<*  My  lord,  I  am  glad— iny  lord,  I  am  wcfnj^'^ 
answered  the  trembling  scrivener,  who,  aware  of 
the  vivacity  of  Lord  Dalgamo^s  temper,  dreaded 
the  consequence  of  the  communication  he  had  to 
make  to  him. 

Glad  and  sorry  !^  answered  Lord  Dalgama 

That  is  blowing  hot  and  cold,  with  a  witness. 
Hark  ye,  you  picture  of  petty-laroeny  personi- 
fied««-if  you  are  sorry  I  am  a  cuckold,  remember 
I  am  only  mine  own,  you  knave-  •there  is  too 
little  Mood  in  her  cheeks  to  have  sent  her  astray 
elsewhere.  Well,  I  will  bear  mine  antler^d  ho* 
Hours  as  I  may — ^gold  shall  gild  them ;  and  for 
my  disgrace,  revenge  shall  sweeten  it.  Ay,  re> 
venge — and  there  strikes  the  happy  hour  !^ 

The  hour  of  noon  was  aoourdingly  heard  to 
peal  from  Saint  DunstanV  ^^  Well  banged,  brave 
hammers,^  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  in  triumph.— 
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**  Tiie  estate  and  lands  of  Grlenvarlocb  aie  cniab- 
ed  boieBth  these  danging  hlows.  If  my  steel  to- 
monow  prove  but  as  true  as  your  iicm  maoes  to- 
day, the  poor  landless  lord  will  little  mtas  iriial 
your  peal  bath  cut  him  out  fiom.— •The  pqpen 
—the  papers,  thou  varkt !  I  am  to^momnr 
Northward,  ho  1  At  four,  afternoon,  I  am  bound 
to  be  at  Camlet  Moat,  in  the  Enfield  Chaee. 
To*night  most  of  my  retinue  set  fonmid.  The 
papers !— Come,  dispatdi.'" 

*'  My  lord,  the— >the  papers  of  the  GleniFar- 
loch  mcfftgage— I— I  hare  them  not.^ 

<'  Have  them  not  I — ^Hast  thou  sent  them^^ 
edioed  Lord  Dalgamo,  <*  to  my  lo^;tng,  thou 
▼arkt?  Did  I  not  say  I  was  coming  hither? 
—What  mean  you  by  pcxnting  to  that  monqr  ? 
What  villainy  have  you  done  far  it?  It  is  too 
large  to  be  come  honesdy  by.^ 
•  ^^  Your  lordship  knows  best,*  answered  the 
scrivener,  in  great  perturbatiim.  **  The  gold  is 
your  own.    It  is— 4t  is        ^ 

^'  Not  the  redemption*money  of  the  Crlmvar* 
loch  estate  r  said  Dalgama  ^^  Dare  not  say  it  isi 
or  I  wiU,  upon  die  spot,  divorce  your  pettifiig* 
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ging  kml  from  your  carrion  carcase  T  So  say- 
ing,  he  seized  the  scrivener  by  tbe  collar,  and 
dKx>k  him  so  vehementlyy  that  he  tore  it  from 
the  cassock. 

*^  My  lord,  I  must  call  for  help,^  said  the 
trembling  caitiff,  who  felt  at  that  moment  all 
the  bitterness  of  the  mortal  agony— ^^  It  was  the 
lawn's  act,  not  mine«    What  could  I  do  ?^ 

<^  Doest  ask  ? — why,  thou  sniveling  dribblet  of 
damnaUon,  were  all  tby  oaths,  Uicks,  and  lies 
spent  ?  or  do  you  hold  yourself  too  good  to  ut* 
ter  them  in  my  service  ?  Thou  shouldst  have 
lied,  cozened,  ouUswom  truth  itself»  rather  than 
stood  betwixt  me  and  my  revenge !  But  mark 
me,^  he  continued ;  ^*  I  know  more  of  your 
pranks  than  would  hang  thee.  A  line  from  me 
to  the  Attorney-General,  and  thou  art-sped.'** 

*^  What  would  you  have  me  to  do,  my  lord  ?"" 
said  the  scrivener.  ^*  All  that  art  and  law  can 
accomplish,  I  will  try.*** 

^^  Ah,  do  so,  or  pity  of  your  life  T  said  the  lord  ; 
*^  and  remember  I  never  fail  my  word.  Then 
keep  that  accursed  gold,^  he  continued.  '^  Or, 
stay,  I  will  not  trust  you— send  me  this  gold 
home  presently  to  my  lodging.     I  will  still  for* 
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ward  to  ScoUand,  and  it  shall  go  hard  bat  thai  I 
hold  out  Olenvarloch  Castle  against  the  owner, 
by  means  of  his  own  amnmnition.  Thou  ait 
ready  to  serve  me.^     The  scriyaier  piofened 

the  most  implicit  obedience. 

« 

**  Then  remember,  die  hour  was  passed  ere 
payment  was  tendered — and  see  thon  hast  wit- 
nesses of  trusty  memory  to  prove  that  point.'" 

'*  Tush,  my  lord,  I  will  do  more,*  said  An- 
drew, reviving^—"  I  will  prove  that  Lord  Glen- 
varloch^i  friends  threatened,  swaggered,  and  drew 
swords  on  me.-^Did  your  lordship  tlunk  I  was 
ungrateful  enough  to  have  suffered  them  to  pre- 
judice  your  lordship,  save  that  they  had  hare 
swords  at  my  throat  ?^ 

*<  Enough  said,*  replied  Dalgamo  ;  ^<  you  are 
perfect — ^mind  that  you  continue  so,  asyoa  wooU 
avoid  my  fiiry •  I  leave  my  page  bdow — get  por- 
ters, and  let  him  follow  me  instantly  with  the 
gold* 

So  saying.  Lord  Dalgamo  left  the  scmrener^ 
habitation* 

Skurliewhitter  having  diqMitched  his  boy  to 
get  porters  of  trust  for  tran^rting  the  money, 
remained  alone  and  in  dismay,  meditating  by 
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what  mnns  he  eoiild  shake  hmiself  free  of  the 
▼indictiYe  and  ferodous  nobleroan,  who  poMesB. 
ed  at  onoe  a  dangerous  knowledge  of  hit  charac* 
ter,  and  the  power  of  exponng  him,  where  expo- 
sore  would  be  muL  He  had  indeed  aoquietced 
in  the  plan,  rapidly  sketched,  for  obtaining  po^ 
sesoon  of  the  lansomed  estate,  but  his  experience 
foresaw  that  this  would  be  impossible ;  while,  on 
die  other  hand,  he  could  not  anticipate  the  vari- 
ous  consequences  of  Lord  Dalgamo^s  resentment, 
without  fears,  from  which  his  sordid  soul  recoil- 
ed. To  be  in  the  power,  and  subject  both  to  the 
humours  and  the  extortions  of  a  spendthrift 
young  lord,  just  when  his  industry  had  shaped 
out  the  means  of  fortune,*— it  was  the  most  cruel 
trick  which  fate  could  have  played  the  incident 
usurer. 

While  the  scrivener  was  in  this  fit  ot  anxious 
anticipation,  one  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment ;  and,  being  denred  to  enter,  appeared  in  the 
coarse  riding-cloak  of  uncut  Wiltshire  cloth,  fas- 
tened by  a  broad  leather  belt  and  brass  buckle, 
which  was  then  generally  worn  by  graziers  and 
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oountryinen.  Skurlkwhitter  beliemg  he  nw  in 
his  Titttor  a  country  client  who  might  piore  pn>- 
fitafale,  had  opened  his  mouth  to  request  him  to 
be  seated,  when  the  stranger,  throwbg  htudk  the 
iriese  hood  which  he'had  drawn  over  lua  face, 
shewed  the  scriTenor  features  well  imprinted  in 
his  recollection,  but  which  he  never  saw  without 
a  dispoBiu<Hi  to  faint 

<<  Is  it  you  ?^  he  said  faintly,  as  the  stranger 
replaced  the  hood  which  concealed  his  features. 

f  *  Who  else  should  it  be  ?**  said  his  visitor. 


**  Thoa  ion  of  ptlrchmeDt>  got  betwixt  the  ink^faen 
And.the  •t^ff'd  proow-lMiir— that  niayvt  (all 
The  pen  thy  father,  and  the  ink  thy  mother. 
The  wax  thy  brother,  and  the  sand  thy  ibter. 
And  the  good  pillory  diy  couain  allied— 
Rise,  and  do  reverence  unto  me,  thy  better."* 


*<  Not  yet  down  to  the  country,"*  said  the 
vener,  *^  after  every  warning  ?  Do  not  think  your 
gratier^s  closk  will  bear  you  out,  captain  no, 
nor  your  scraps  of  stage-plays.^ 

"  Why,  what  would  you  have  me  to  do  .^  said 

the  captain—"  Would  you  have  me  starve  ?  If 
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I  am  to  %,  you  must  eke  my  wings  with  a  fe^. 
feathers.    You  can  spareithem,  I  tl^nk*^ 

^^  You  had  means  ah^ady — you  have  had  ten 
pieces — What  is  become  of  them  ?**" 

*^  Gone,^  answered  CapUun  Colepepper— 
^^  Gone,  no  matter  where— I  had  a  mind  to  bite, 
and  I  was  bitten,  thatV  alt— I  think, my  hand 
shook  at  the  thought  of  last  nigfaf  s  work,*  for  I 
trowkd  the  doctors  like  a  very.babie.'*' 

<<  And  you  have  lost  all,  then  ?-^Well,  take 
this  and  be  gone,*"  said  the  scrivener, 

"  What,  two  poor  smelts !  Marry,  plague  of 
your  bounty  !-*^But.  remember,  you  are  as.  deep, 
in  as  I.^  .  / 

**  Not  so,  by  Heaven  T  anawend  the  scrivener; 
^^  I  only  thought  of  easing  the  old  man  of  some 
papen  and  a  trifle  of  his  go^d^  andyou.to6k  his 
life.'*  ' 

^*  Were  he  living,^  answered  Colepepper,.^'  he 
would  rather  have  lost  it  than  his  money.— But 
that  is  not  the  question.  Master  Skurliewhitter 
—you  undid  the  private  bolts,  of  the.  wiadow. 
when  you  visited  him  about  some  affiurs  <m.the 
day  ere  he  died — so  satisfy  yourself^  diat  if  I  am 
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takeo,  I  will  not  swing  alone^-^Pilj  Jack  Henps- 
6eld  18  dead ;  it  Bpoih  the  old  catch, 

'  And  three  merry  meD,  md  three  merry  men. 

And  three  meny  men  axe  we. 
As  erer  did  ang  three  pertt  in  a  atnog. 

All  under  the  triple  tree.' 


*  M 


'^  For  God'ft  sake  qpeak  lowor,^  eaid  the 
vener  ;  ^*  is  this  a  plaoeortixne  to  make  your  nnd^ 
night  catches  heard  ?»^Bat  how  much  will  aer?e 
your  turn  P  I  tell  you  I  am  but  ill  pioTided.^ 

<^  You  tell  me  a  lie,  then,^  said  the  bully-— *<  a 
most  palpable  and  gross  lie.^— How  modi,  d^e 
ofji  will  serve  my  turn  ?  Why,  one  of  these  bags 
will  do  for  the  present^ 

*^  I  swear  to  you  that  these  hags  of  moDey  are 
not  at  my  disposal.* 

^<  Not  honestly,  perhaps,*  sud  the  caplaiB, 
<*  but  that  makes  fittle  difPerenoe  betwixt  us.* 

**  I  swear  to  you,*  oondnued  the  scrmaor, 
^  they  aie  in  no  way  at  my  disposal  they  have 
been  delivered  to  me  by  tafe-»I  aai  to  psty  then 
over  to  Lord  Dalgarao,  whose  boy  waita  fisr  then, 
and  I  oould  not  skdder  <me  piece  outof  theai, 
without  risk  of  hue  and  cry.* 
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^  Oan  you  not  put  off  the  deUvery,*  Baid  the 
braToe,  his  huge  hand  etiH  fiimUii^  with  one  of 
the  bag9|  as  if  his  fingers  longed  to  dose  on  it 

*<  Impossible,^  said  the  scimner,  *^  he  sets 
forward  to  Scotland  to-morrow.^ 

*' Ay  !^  said  the  bully,  after  a  monent^s  thought 
—*<^  TiiiTeb  he  the  north  road  with  such  a  charge  r* 

*<  He  is  well  accompanied,^  added  the  scnirei- 
ncr ;  "  but  yet— "^  - 

^*  But  yet— but  what  ?^  said  thebimfOi 

^  Nay,  I  meant  nothing,^  said  the  scoiTener. 

*<  Thou  didst*— thou  hadst  the  wind  of  some 
good  thtng,^  replied  Colepepper ;  ^*  I  saw  diee 
pause  like  a  setting-dog.  Thou  wilt  say  as  little, 
and  make  as  sure  a  sign,  asa  weH-bred  spaaieL** 

'*  All  I  meant  to  aay,  captain,  was  diat  his 
servants  go  by  Bamet,  and  he  himself,  with  Us 
page,  go  through  Enfield  Chase ;  and  he  spoke  to 
me  yesterday  of  riding  a  soil  pace." 

<*  Aha ! — Comest  thou  to  me  there,  my  boy  1^ 
And  of  restinj^^  continued  the  scrivener,— 

resting  a  space  at  Camlet-Moat^ 

««  Why,  this  is  better  than  cock-fighting  V^  md 
the  captain. 
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*<  I  see  not  how  it  can  advantage  you,  cap- 

• 

tain>^  said  the  acrivener.  *'  But,  however,  th^ 
cannot  ride  fast,  for  his  page  rides  the  sumpler- 
hone,  which  carriea  all  that  weight,^  pointing  to 
the  money  on  the  table.    "  Lord  Dalgamo  looks 

sharp  to  the  workTa  gear.^ 

^  That  horse  ^rill  be  obliged  to  those  who  may 
easJB  him  of  his  burthen,^  said  the  bravoe ;  ^  for 
egadyhe  maybe  met  with. — He  hath  still  that  p^ 
-—that  same  Lutin— that  goblin  ?  Well,  the  boy 
hath  set  game  for  me  ere  now.  I  will  be  reveii^ed 
too,  for  I  owe  him  a  grudge  for  an  old  aoore  at 
the  ordinary.  Let  me  ace  Black  Feltham,  and 
Dick  Shakeba^^we  shall  want  a  fourth — I  love 
to  make  sure,  and  the  booty  will  stand  parting, 
besides  what  I  can  bucket  them  out  of.  Well, 
activener,  lend  me  two  pieces.  Bravely  d(»&— 
nobly  imparted.  Give  ye  god-den.**^  And  wr^ 
fnng  his  disguise  closer  around  him,  away  he 
went 

When  he  had  left  the  room,  the  scrivener 
wrung  his  hands,  and  exclaimed,  **  More  blood 
— HODiore  blood  I  I  thought  to  have  had  done  with 
it,  but  this  time  there  was  no  fault  with 
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itcxm  ^'^^^ — ^°^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^®  ^  ^^  advantage. 
ner.  *^.«  ^^  ^^^^  ruffian  falls,  there  is  truce  with  his  tags 
Us  De:^.    ^^  °^y  purse-strings ;  and  if  Lord  Dalgamodies 


^.  ^^        _  is  most  likely,  for  though  as  much  afraid  of 
,j'     cold  steel  as  a  debtor  of  a  dun,  this  fellow  is  a 
deadly  shot  from  behind  a  bush, — then  am  I  in 
a  thousand  ways  safe-^safe-— safe."* 

We  willingly  drop  the  curtain  over  him  and 
his  reflections. 


li,.  • 
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CHAPTER  X. 


We  aranoi  iront  at  anefr— the  eonne  of  erfl 
Bognw  IP  ikwlj,  nd  tan  aoch  lUij^  anice^ 
An  infont*t  bud  might  stem  h*  breadi  with  ckj  ; 
But  let  tbe  itnam  get  deeper,  end  phikwipliy— 
Ay,  and  religion  loO|    ehill  itaTe  m  vain 
To  turn  the  headlong  (onent. 

Old 


Thb  Templanhad  been  r^pded  by  our  iiiend 
Richie  Moniplies  in  a  private  chamber  at  Beao- 
jeu%  where  he  might  be  considered  as  good  com- 
pany ;  for  he  had  exchanged  his  serving-maa^s 
cloak  and  jerkin  for  a  grave  yet  handaome  suit 
of  clothes,  in  the  fashion  of  the  times,  but  such 
as  might  have  suited  an  older  man  than  himsd£ 
He  had  positively  declined  presenting  himsdf  at 
the  ordinary,  a  point  to  which  his  companiops 
were  very  desirous  to  have  brou^t  him,  for  it 
will  be  eauly  believed  that  such  wags  as  Lowe- 
stoffe  and  his  companion  were  not  indisposed  to  a 


TSX  FOHTUKBS  OF  HIGSL.  5^1 

little  memmait,  ct  the  ezpeoDe  of  the  mw  and 
pedantfc  Sootsmaa ;  bendes  the  chance  of  eaai^ 
him  of  a  fev  pieoes,  of  vhidi  he  appeared  to  have 
4utqiiiitd  oondderable  camniand  But  not  even 
a  sueceflfiioo  of  meaflures  of  sparkling  sack,  in 
Whadi  the  little  brilliant  atoms  droulated  lifce 
notes  in  the  sun^s  rays,  had  the  least  effect  on 
Bidders  sense  of  deeimim.  He  retained  the  gnu 
vity  of  a  judge,  even  while  he  drank  like  a  fish, 
partly  from  his  own  natursl  inclination  to  good 
liquor,  partly  in  the  way  of  gobd  fdkmship  to- 
wards hiA  guests.  When  the  wine  began  tomake 
solne  innovatidn  on  their  heads.  Master  Lowe- 
stofie,  tired  perhaps  of  the  humours  of  Richie, 
who  began  to  become  yet  more  stoically  contra* 
dictory  and  dogmatical  than  even  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  entertiunment,  proposed  to  his  friend 
to  break  up  tbdr  debaudi  and  join  the  game- 
sters. 

The  drairer  was  called  accordingly,  and  tlichie 
discharged  the  reckoning  of  the  party,  with  a  ge- 
nerous remuneradcm  to  the  attendants,  which  was 
received  with  cap  and  knee,  and  many  assurances 
of— <<  Kindly  welcome,  gentlemen.'^ 
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-      .  <      _   M      - 


<«  I  grieYe  we  diraUl  {MTt  SO  aooD] 
Md  Badne  to  hk  compttuons^--^^  and  I  wonld 
Yoa  had  cncked  anollier  quait  ere  yoo  went,  or 
ttttd  to  take  aonie  di(^t  maner  of  supper,  and  m 
glass  of  RhcaiiBh.  I  thank  yoa,  faowerer^  for 
having  graced  mypocH-ooQatioathusfiu';  land  I 
commend  you  to  fortune,  in  your  own  ooaraa^ 
for  the  ordinaiy  neither  was,  is,  nor  diall  he^  an 
dement  of  mine.^ 

^  Fare  thee  wdl,thai,^  said  Lowestolle,  **  most 
aapient  and  sententious  Master  MoDiphes.  May 
you  soon  hsfe  another  mortgage  to  redeem,  and 
BMiy  I  be  there  to  witness  it ;  and  may  you  plaj 
the  good  fellow  as  heartily  as  you  have  done  tUs 
day." 

^  Nay,  gentlemen,  it  is  merely  of  your  graee 
to  say  so— 4xit,  if  you  would  but  hear  me  spe$k 
afew  words  of  admonition  respecting  tfiis  wicked 
ordinary — "^ 

*^  Kesenre  the  leason,  most  honourable  Radne,* 
add  Lowestoff^  '^  unul  I  have  lost  alt  my  mo- 
ney,^ shewing,  at  the  same  time,  a  puneindiftr- 
ently  well  profided,  ^'  and  then  the  lecture  is  like 
to  have  some  weight*^ 
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(( 


And  keep  my  diare  of  it,  Richie,^  said  the 
other  Templar,  shewing  an  almost  empty  purse, 
in  his  turn,  .^^  till  this  be  full  again,  and  then  I 
will  promise  to  hear  you  with  some  patience.*^ 

<'  Ay,  ay,  gallants,^  said  Richie,  <<  the  f iill  and 
the  empty  gang  a**  ae  gate,  and  that  is  a  gray  one 
•—but  the  time  will  oome.*^ 

^<  Nay^  it  is  come  ahready,^  said  Lowestoflfe ; 
'*  they  have  set  out  the  hazard  table.  Since  you 
will  peremptorily  not  go  with  us,  why,  farewell 
Richie.'' 

"  And  farewell,  gentlemen,^  said  Richie,  and 
left  the  house,  into  which  they  returned. 

Moniplies  was  not  many  steps  from  the  door, 
when  a  person,  whom,'  lost  in  his  reflections  on 
ganung,  ordinaries,  and  the  manners  of  the  age, 
he  had  not  observed,  and  who  had  been  as  negli- 
gent on  his  part,  ran  full  against  him ;  and  when 
Richie  desired  to  know  whether  he  meant  **  ony 
incivility,'"  replied  by  a  curse  on  Scotland^  and  all 
that  belonged  to  it.  A  les^  round  reflection  on 
his  country  would,  at  any  time,  have  provoked 
Richie,  but  more  especially  when  he  had  a  dou- 
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i>le  qiuurt  of  Canary  and  better  in  his  pate  He 
W8B  about  to  give  a  rerj  mogh  answer,  aad  la 
aeoond  hia  wovd  by  aatam,  wb^i  a  doaer  view  of 
his  anlagoiBflt  duoiged  Ua  purpoaa. 

<«  Yott  are  the  vaca  lad  ia  the  vadd,^  aaid  Bi- 
chie,  **  whom  I  moat  wiahed  to  meet^ 

*<  And  you»^  answered  die  atranger,  **  or  any 
of  your  beggarly  countrymen,  era  the  faMt  a^ 
I  should  everwish  to  aee.  YoaSeotaareevarfiBr 
endfabe,  eud  an  honest  man  eannotthim  wUhm 
eye-shot  of  you.^ 

<<  As  to  our  poverty,  fHend,^  re|Aed  Badne, 
<<  that  is  as  Hearea  pleases  %  but  toudnng  oar 
Ikiset,  ni  prove  to  you  thai  a  Seotsnum  beanas 
leal  and  true  a  heart  to  his  friend  as  ever  beat  in 
English  doublet*^ 

'*  I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not,**  aaiddK 
^dlant  ^*  Let  me  go-«why  keep  you  hold  ef 
my  cloak  ?  Let  tne  go,  or  I  will  throat  yon  imo 
the  kennd.** 

*^  I  befieve  I  could  forgPe  ye,  fair  you  did  me 
a  good  turn  once,  in  plueldng  me  out  of  it,*  slid 
the  Soot 
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Beahrew  my  fiagen,  then,  if  they  did  ao^^ 
the  stranger.  ^*  I  would  your  whole 
country  lay  there,  along  with  you ;  and  Heap- 
ven^s  curse  blight  the  hand  that  helped  to  raise 
them  I  Why  do  you  stop  my  way  r*  he  added, 
fierody. 

*'  Because  it  is  a  bad  one,  Milsler  Jenkin,^ 
said  lUchie.  '^  Nay,  noTor  start  about  it,  man 
-—you  see  you  are  known.  Alack-a-day !  that  an 
honest  man^s  son  should  lire  to  atari  at  hearing 
himself  called  by  his  own  name.^  Jenkinitruck 
his  brow  violently  with  his  dencfasd  fist 

«  Come^  comer  Mid  Bichie,  **  this  passion 
avfukth  nothing.  Tell  me  what  gate  go  you  ?^ 

*<  To  the  devil,"*  answered  Jin  Vin. 

'<  That  is  a  bhuk  gate,  if  you  wgmk  according 
to  the  letter,^  answered  Bichie ;  *^  but  if  tnetjEi^ 
phorically,  there  aire  worse  ph^es  in  this  great 
city  than  the  Devil  Taveni ;  and  I  care  not  if  I 
go  thither  with  you,  and  bestow  a  pottle  of  bunw 
ed  sack  on  yim— 4t  will  ooneet  the  crudities  of 
my  stomach,  and  form  a  gpentle  preparative  for 
the  leg  of  a  cold  puUet." 

**  I  pray  you,  in  good  fiishion,  to  let  me  go,^ 
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^  Ym  007  Mm  ■»  kindly,  and 
joa  U>lynei»wraig«tniyliaiid;  hat  I 
hmPMT  to  be  ia^tamum  to  wyadf ,  or 


««  I  viU  abide  tbe  nk,*  mU  the  Seot^  <«  it 
jm  will  but  coaae  with  aie ;  and  here  isaplaee 
coimwnt,  a  howir  nearer  than  the  DeviU  wfailk 
m  hot  an  ill  oaamwd  draothy  name  tar  a  tarera. 
Thb  other  of  the  Saint  Andrews  IS  a  qiuet  plaee, 
I  hate  ta*cn  my  whetter  now  and  then 
I  kdged  in  the  neigM»uhood  of  the  Ten- 
pie  with  Ltfd  Gknvirioch^---Wlial  the  doTs  the 
■Mttcr  wT  the  many  gar'd  hnn  gm  ac  a  apaag  as 
diat^andalnMittbna^tthiinaelf  andareoB  the 

^  Dd  not  na»e  that  fidre  Sooths  nme  to  me,"* 
«ed  Jin  Tin,  ^  if  yon  would  not  have  me  go 
!— I  wm  hofipj  befiore  I  mw  lum— he  hm 
the  cane  of  all  the  ill  that  has  beblknaK 
m  made  a  knave  and  a  madman  of  me  r 
Ifymiareaknave/aisdBichie,  ^yonhare 
an  ofieer-- if  yon  are  daft,  you  have  met  a 
keeper ;  bat  a  gentle  ofioer  and  a  kind  keeper. 
Look  you»  my  gade  friend,  dicre  has  been  twenty 
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things  said  about  this  same  lord,  in  which  there, 
is  no  more  truth  than  in  the  leasinga  of  Mahound. 
The  warst  they  can  say  of  him  is,  that  he  is  not 
always  so  amenable  to  good  advice  as  I  would 
pray  him,  you,  and  every  young  man  to  be.  Come 
wi^  me— -just  come  ye  wi^  me ;  and  if  a  little  spell 
of  nller  and  a  great  deal  of  excellent  counsel  can 
relieve  your  occanons,  all  I  can  say  is,  you  have 
had  the  luck  to  meet  one  capable  of  giving  you 
both,  and  maiat  willing  to  bestow  them.*^ 

The  pertinacity  of  the  Scot  prevailed  over  the. 
sullenness  of  Vincent,  who  was  indeed  in  a  state 
of  agitation  and  incapacity  to  dbink  for  himself,' 
which  led  him  to  yield  the  more  readily  to  the 
suggestions  of  any  other.  He  suffered  himsel£ 
to  be  dragged  into  the  small  tavern  which  Ridiie 
recommended^  and  where  they  soon  found  them- 
selves seated  in  a  snug  niche,  with  »  reeking  pot- 
tle of  burnt  sack,  and  a  paper  of.  sugar  betwixt 
them.  Pipes  and  tobacco  were  also  provided,  but 
were  only  used  by  Richie,  who  had  adopted  the 
custom  of  late,  as  adding  considerably  to  the  gra- 
vity and  importance  of  his  manner,  and  affording^ 
as  it  were,  a  bland  and  pleasant  acoon^paniment 


(fc» 


-> 
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»  Nooneba^anjrtbii^todoifkkinyidftai^^ 
said  the  pocxr  lad ;  -Md  fMinf}  his  arms  ob  Hit 
lable  he  laid  his  head  down  on  them,  with  the 
suUea  dejecdon-oC  the  o\eiJ>iirl!heiiedicMia  wbem 
it  tbmtrs^itaelf  down  to  die  in-  desperatioA 

lUchie  Montpliea^  Hkit  SDOst  folks  wlur  ha^e  a 
good  opinion  of  thexnseUas^' wim  land  of  the  task 
of  ^nsolatbnt .  vhieh  at.cmce  ^spbyed  hia;siipe- 
liooity*  (fim  the  oosMoler  is  alvays»  for.  the  ^nt 
Bi  leasts  snptfrior  to  (the  aJBWfdr  peraan^):  anft  ink 
dulged  bis.loveof  talkingb^  -He iaflictedion the 
floor  peiiiteDt  aJh^oangue^of  pttiefa  leiigth,  staff- 
ad  ^fiiU.of  the  usual  topitti  of-the  jbisfabilily'Of 
human  affairs—the  eminent  advantagjes  of  p»> 
tien|»  under  afiifitiKm— 4hfi  6ji}y  of  gnevitogfor 
what  hath  no  ranedjf— ^the  necisAy  '6£.)takiiig 
more  carelbr  tliefatiuie^  aid  some  geatleniebdkiBS 
onaceount  of  the  pvt,  vbich  aeid  he  threw  in  to 
assbt  iti  subduing  the  paliant^s  obstinacy,  aa  Haii- 
Dibal  used  vincjgiir.ia  ^iitliiig  iiisi  way  through 
rooks.  If  was  not 'in  hiimaa  aatuie  to  eodure 
this  flood  of  conunon-plaoe  ekiquence  in  silenoe; 
and.  Jin  Viii»  whether  desirous  of  stopping  the 

yOL,  XII.  T .  '  '    '    '  I 
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iPrester  John  would  marry  the  daughter  of  a  Jew 
packman.**^ 

^  Hark  je,  brother,''  said  Jin  Vin,  <«  I  will 
allow  no  one  to  speak  diBrcgardfuliy  6i  the  dty; 
for  all  I  am  in  trouUe.** 

^*  I  crave  your  pardon,  man-^I  tneant  no  of* 
fence,^  said  Richie ;  **  but  as  to  the  marriage,  it 
is  a  thing  simply  impossible.'* 

*<  It  is  a  thing  that  will  takeplabethough,for 
the  Duke  and  the  Prince,  and  all  of  them,  have 
a  finger  in  it ;  and  especially  the  old  fool  of  a 
King,  that  makes  her  out  to  be  some  great  wo*, 
man  in  her  own  ootittlry,  aaall  the  Sects  pretend 
to  be,  you  know." 

*^  Master  Vincent,  but  that  you  are  under'af- 
ilietion,^  said  the  consoler,  offended  in  his  tum^ 
'*  I  would  hear  no  national  reflections*^ 

The  afflicted  youth  apologised  in  Ins  turn,  but 
asserted,  <'  it  was  true  that  the  King  said  Pegi4u 
Ramsay  was  some  far-off  sort  of  noblewoman ; 
and  that  he  had  taken  a  gieat  interest  in  the 
match,  and  had  run  about  like  an  old  gander, 
cackling  about  Peggie  ever  since  he  had  seen  her 


-* 
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in  hose  and  douMeU-Md  no  woo^^  added 
poor  Vin,  with  a  deep  sigh. 

^  This  may  be  all  tra^,^  aa&d  Bichie,  <^  dioaK& 
it  sounds  sfraiige  in  n j  ears;  but,  maa,  youdKHid 
not  speak  evil  of  dignitiea— -Crase  not  the  Ha^ 
Jenkin;;  not  evan  in,  thy  bedrduusher— atone 
walk  have  ears^^-no  one  baa  «  rig^t  to  knovthtf 
better  than  I.^ 

.<«  I  do  not  cnrae  the  foolish  oU  bmb,*  wd 
tJ^nkin;  ^butlmnld  ha^  tbem  otfiy  tUap* 
pegi  lomr;**<*If  Aejr  wete  lo  aee  M  a  pUs  ikU 
thir^  thousand  snch  pikesirt  I  have  sea  is  tk 
kitiBety  gardens^  it  miild  Mt  bo^dieir  loq^ 
ed  courtiers  would  help  them/X  tmvJ** 

<^Houtl0at^inaB»*!8aid  Bacbicv  ^^sw^^i^^ 
AeStuflirtsdastefika^.aBidneverthiAkliiC;^^!' 
want  spdura  «ff  dtayntana  «ithea ;{ iMft  kasi^  "( 

nuittef^  ndnlk  iaie  p^tarikNM  to^s{Mak  ea,  I^ 
oiH^'inore^  what  ia  [youtf.xaBeem  in  all  ihk  ai>^ 

ter?'?       '.   \  \     :   .  I  .-•.  j   .      '  - 

<<  Whafcis it  ir  said  Jenkin;  f<^yri«^I^ 
fizedton  Ba^m-Uibaqrla  bamy  tniaMe  {00 
tkaday  Icains  tober  tdd&ijm'a  dup?  a«i^ 
I  not  carried  her  pattens  and  her  chopinci  vf 


duee  jean,  aild  borne  her  prayer-book  to  churchy 
and  binidied*  the  cUshion^ibr  her  takoid  down 
upon,  and  did-die  e^ereay  me  nay  ?** 

<<  I  tee  no  cause  she  had,"  said  Riebie^  ^  if 
the  like  of  such  small  serricea  were  all  that  ya 
pKiftred.  Ah^  man !  there  are  few«*^eiy  fbir^ 
Mther  of  foola  OP  of  i^iae  men^  ken  bow  to  guide 
a  woman."**  ^ 

<<  Why,  did  I  not  serve  her  at  the  risk  of 
my  freedofay;  and  yery  nigh  at  the  risk  of  my 
neck  ?  Did  she  not-^^io^  it  was  not  her  neither, 
bat  that  aeeiixned  beldame  whom  she  caused  ^oric 
upon  me,  persuade  me  like  a  Ibol  to  ti«i  myself 
into  awailermati  to  help  my  lord,  and  m  plagoe 
to  him,  down  to  Scotland;  and  instead  of  gmi^ 
peaoeid^ly  down  to  the  diip  at  Gravesend,  did 
not  be  rant  and  buQy,  and  shew  his  pistols,  and 
make  me  land  him  at  Greenwich,  where  he  played 
some  swaggering  pranks,  that  helped  both  him 
and  me  into  the  Tower?" 

*'  Aha  r  said  lUchie,  ihrowmg  mo^  than  his 
usual  wisdom  into  his  looks ;  *'  so  you  ware  dbe 
green-jacketted  wateittmn  that  Irowed  Lord  Gleo- 
varloch  down  the  river  ?" 
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^  Tbe  more  fool  I,  that  did  not  MNue  him  ia 
the  Thames,^  said  Jenkin ;  <<  and  I  was  the  lad 
that  would  not  oonfeas  one  word  of  who  or  what 
I  was»  though  they  threatened  to  make  me  hug 
the  Duke  of  Exaer's  daughter."* 

"  Wha  is  she,  manr  said  Richie  ;  •*  die  must 
be  an  iU-faahioiied  piece,  if  youVe  ao  much  afrmd 

of  her,  and  she  come  of  such  high  kin* 

<«  I  mean  the  rack^-tbe  rack,  ilian^ Where wcfe 
you  farod  that  nerer  heard  of  the  Duke  of  £xe* 
ter's daughter ?"*  said  Jenkin;  «<  but  all  thedukes 
and  duchesses  in  Enghmd  could  have  got  nothing 

outof  me^— so  the  truth  came  out  some  other  way, 
and  I  was  set  fiee.~H€me  I  ran^  thinking  mysdf 

one  of  the  cleverest  and  haf^Hest  fdlows  in  the 
ward.  And  she-  she — she  wanted  to  pay  me 
with  mofMy  for  all  my  true  service!  andshespoke 
sosweetly  and  socoldly  at  thesametime,!  wish- 
ed myself  in  the  deepest  dungeon  of  the  Tower— 
I  wish  they  had  racked  me  to  death  before  I  hesr4 
this  Scotchman  waa  to  chouse  me  of  my  sweet- 
heart T 

**  3ui  are  ye  sure  ye  have  lost  her  ?*  said  Bi. 
chie;  ^4t  sounds  strange  in  my  ears  that  my  Lord 
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Glen  varloch  should  oiarry  the  daagbter  of  a  deaL 
er,  thouglf  there  are  uncouth  marrjages  made  ill 
London,  Fll  allow  that"" 

^^  Why,  I  tell  you  thb  lord  was  no  sooner  dear 
of  the  Tower,  than  he  and  Master  George  He« 
riot  conies  to  make  proposals  for  her,  with  the 
King^s  assent  and  what  not ;  and  tine  £ur«day 
prospects  of  courufavour  for  this  lord,  for. he 
hath  not  an  acre  of  land.^  > 

**  Well,  and  what  said  the  auld  watch-maker  ?? 
said  Richie ;  "  was  he  not,  as  might  weel  beseem 
him,  ready  to  loup  out  of  his  skin-case  for  very 

joy?" 

**  He  multiplied  sixfigutes  progresavely,  and 
reported  the  producU— then  gave  his  consent^  .. 

*^  And  what  did  you  dof^ 

^*  I  took  the  streets,^  said  the  poor  lad,  *^  with 
a  burning  heart  and  a  blood-shot  eye--«ad  where 
did  I  first  find  myself,  but  with  that  beldame 
Mother  Suddlechop— ^nd  what  did.she  propose 
to  me,  but  to  take  the  road  ?^ 

**  Take  the  road,  man  ?  in  what  sense  ?^  said 
Kichie. 

*^  Even  as  a  derk  to  Saint  Nicholas— as  a  high- 
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wajknaa,  like  Poibs  and  FeCo,  $Bod  the  good  fd- 
Iowa  id  the  play  ■■imd^who  dmik  jou  was  lo  be 
my  capUun,  for  she  had  tbe  whole  out  ore  I  ^ould 
apeak  lo  her ?  I  faacy  she  took'ttlenocfor  oonadiiCy 
aad  thought  m»  dunoed  too  oauttflmbly  to  have 
one  thought  left  that  safrottfdl  of-  fedenptioift— 
who  was  to  bemy  capttiWy  but  4ie  ktawre  that  you 
avrme  budget  at  the  ovdiaary,  when  you  waked 
on  Lord  Gienvarloch,  a  cowa^ly^  diarlaagi 
thievish  buUy  abiMit  towte  hevei  whdm  they  call 
Oolepdpper.^  .    i     •-  . 

;'^^Colqiepper'^*-wBpb>— »I  know  eomewhaft  of 
that  smaik,^  said  Richie;  ^*  ken  ye  by  ony  dianee 
wbese.  he  may  be  heaid  of,  MaMer  Jenkia  i — ye 
wad  do  me  a  sineeire  service  to  teU  me.^ 

**  Why,  he  lives  some^iogobecurely^  <»  ac- 
count of  saqpKioa  of  some  villaiiiy-^I  believe 
that  horrid  i^tirtber  in  Whitefiriars,  or  some 
suoh  matter.  But  I  might  have  heard  dl  about 
httm  fr^m  Dame  Suddlediop,  for  she  spoke  of 
my  meeting  him  at  Eafiri<t  Ghase,-  ^vith  aome 
other  good  fdUows,  lo  do-a  robbcry'ob'sooie  one 
that  goes  northward  with  a  store  of  treasure."*  • 


it 
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.  ^  And  you  did  ndt  agree  to  tliis  fine  project?'* 
nid  Moniplies.  * 

'  <^  I  cursed  her  for  a  hag^  and  came  away 
about  my  buoness,^  answered  Jenkin. 

<<  Ay5  and  what  said  she  Igt  that,  man?  That 
Would  stattle  her,^  fliud  Richie,    • 

^  Not  a  whiu  13he  laughed^  and  said  die  was 
m  jest,''  ansWCTtd  Jenkin;  «  but  I  know  the 
she-devil's  jest  fhan  b^r  earnest  too  wlM  to  be 
taken  isf  that  way.  -  Bill  she  knows  I  would  never 

betrky lief.''' ■  ^        "     •'•  '"  ""^'• 

«*  B^my  het ! '  No,''  replied  Richiei  "  but 
9ltb  ye  in  any  sha^  boundto  this  bnrki^ 'Pepper* 
euU^  or  Cdlapepper,  or  whatever  theycail  him, 
that  ye  sukl  let  hitn  do  a  itobberjr  on  th^  'honest 
gentleman  that  is  travelling  to  the  north,  and 
may  be  a  kindly  Seot,  <br  what  Ire  know  ?^ 

M  Ay^-^-gfHPg  home  with'  a  loiid  of  Englisii 
money ,^^  said  Jenkin.  *^  Bjut  be  he  who  h^  will, 
they  may  rob  the  whole  wcfi^ld  an  they  list,  for  I 
am  r^blbed-eiidtuined.^  ' 
' '  Bichte  fiHlsd  up  his  fneod's  cup  to  the  brim, 
and  indsted  he  should  drink  what  he  called 
«  dean  caup  out.""    *'  This  love,'*  he  said,  **  is 
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but  a  bairnly  matter  for  a  brisk  young  Mow 
like  yourself,  Master  Jenkin.  And  if  ye  miut 
needs  have  a  wbimsey,  though  I  ihink  it  would 
be  safer  to  venture  on  a  staid  womsnly  bodj, 
why,  here  be  as  bonnie  lasses  in  London  as  this 
Peg-a-Bamsay*  Ye  need  not  sa^  ase  deepijt 
for  it  is  very  true-^there  are  as  gude  fiab  in  the 
sea  as  ever  came  out  of  it.  Now  wheiefore  should 
youy  who  ace  as  brisk  and  trig  a  young  fellow  of 
your  incheSy  as  the  sun  needs  to  shiae  co- 
wherefore  need  you  sit  moping  this  wsyjssdsof 
try  some  bold  way  to  better  your  fortune?" 

«<  I  tell  you.  Master  MooipUes,^  sakl  JesldBi 
**  I  am  as  poor  as  any  Soot  among  you— IhifC 
broke  my  indenture,  and  I  think  of  runiui^oy 
oountry.** 

**  A^welUulay  !^  said  JEUchie  ;  *^  but  that  DauB- 
na  be,  msn    I  ken  weel,  by  sad  experience,  An 

poartith  takes  away  |Hth^  and  the  man  ats&D 
still  that  has  a  rent  in  his  breeks.  But  oounge, 
man ;  you  have  served  me  heretofore,  and  I  viu 
serve  you  now.  If  you  will  but  bnng  ^b»  to 
speech  of  this  same  Captain,  it  shall  be  the  htft 
day's  work  you  ever  did/* 
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^'  I  guess  wber^  you  are.  Master  Richard— 
you  would  save  your  oountryma&^s  long  piur^^ 
said  Jenkin.  *'  I  cannot  see  how  that  should  ad- 
vanitdge  me,  but  I  reck  not  if  I  should  bear  a 
hand.  I  hate  that  braggart^  that  bloodynsiinded 
cowardly  bully.  If  you  can  get  me  mounted,  I, 
care  not  if  I  shew  you  where  the  dame  to)d  me 
^  should  meet  bim«— but  you  must  stand  to  the^ 
risk,  for  though  he  is  a  coward  himself,  I  koo^t 
he  will  have  more  than  one  stout  fellow  with 
him.'* 

^*  We^ll  have  a  warrant,  man,^  said  Bichid, 
**  and  the  hue  and  cry,  to  hoof 
-  ^<  We  will  have  no  such  thing,**  said  Jenkin, 
^/  if  I  am  to  go  with  yon.  I  am  not  the  lad  to 
betray  any  one  to  the  harman-beck.  You  must 
do  it  by  manhood  if  I  am  to  go  with  you.  I  am 
sworn  to  cutter^s  law,  and  will  sell  no  man*s 
blood.** 

^*  Aweel,**  said  Kichie,  <*  a  wilful  man  must 
have  his  way ;  ye  must  think  that  {  was  born 
and  bred  where  cracked  crowns  werq  plentieic 
than  whole  ones.    Resides,  I  have,  two  noble 


G^  toy  if 


i^  I«3trj 


^ 


filled  lfecap^«lMlI 

I 


;  ai  trriy  I  kape  to 
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shake  your  head,  but  mind  what  I  tell  yoo-Hind 
bide  here  in  the  meanwhile,  till  I  go  to  seek 
these  gallants.  I  warrant  you,  cart-ropes  would 
not  hold  them  back  from  such  a  ploy  as  I  shall 
propose  to  them.*** 


SOS  TUB  vowrxrms  or  itfCKi~ 


CHAPTER  XI. 


**  The  thieTei  have  bound  the  true  men— Now,  eould  thou  aad 
I  nh  the  thievciy  nd  go  mcfiilf  to  LondflB.** 


Twn  son  was  high  upGn  the  glades  of  Enfidd 
Chase,  and  the  deer,  with  whidi  it  then  abound- 
ed,  were  seen  sporting  in  pfctaresqne  gronpes 
among  the  ancient  oaks  with  which  the  forest 
abounded,  when  a  earalier,  and  a  lady  on  foot, 
although  in  riding  apparel,  sauntered  slowly  op 
one  cf  the  long  alleys  whidi  were  cut  through 
the  park  for  the  convenience  of  the  hunters 
Thdr  only  attendant  was  a  page,  who,  ritfii^  a 
Spanish  jennet,  irfiich  seemed  to  bear  a  heavy 
doak-bag,  followed  them  at  a  respectful  distance. 
The  female,  attired  in  all  the  fantastic  finery  of 
the  period,  with  more  than  the  usual  quantity  of 
bugles,  flounces,  and  trimmings,  and  hoUiagher 
fam  cf  ostrich  leathers  in  one  hand,  and  her  ri* 
ding-mask  of  black  yelvet  in  the  cither,  seemed 
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anxious,  by  all  the  little  ooquetiy  practised  on 
such  occasions,  to  secure  the  notice  of  her  com- 
panion, who  sometimes  heard  her  prattle  without 
seeming  to  attend  to  it,  and  at  other  times  inter^. 
rupted  his  train  of  graver  reflections,  to  reply  to 
her. 

*^  Nay,  but  my  lord— -my  lord,  you  walk  so 
fast,  you  will  leave  me  behind  you. — Nay,  I 
will  have  hold  of  your  arm,  but  how  to  manage 
^jth  my  mask  and  my  fan.  Why  would  you  not 
let  me  bring  my  waiting  gentlewoman  to  follow 
us,  and  hold  my  things  ?  But  sec,  I  will  put  my 
fan  in  my  girdle,  soh  !— «nd  now  that  I  have  a 
•hand  to  hold  yon  with,  you  shall  not  run  away 
from  me.^ 

"  Come  on,  then,^  answered  the  gallant,  ^  and 
let  lis  walk  apace,  since  you  would  not  be  persua- 
ded to  stay  with  your  gentlewoman,  as  you  caH 
her,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  baggage— >You  may 
perhaps  see  that,  though,  you  will  not  like  to  see.^ 

She  took  hold  of  his  arm  accordingly ;  but  as 
he  continued  to  walk  at  the  same  pace,  she  short- 
ly let  go  her  bold,  exclaiming  that  he  had  hurt 
her.  hand.     The  cavalier  stopped  and  looked  at 
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the  pretty  hand  and  flnn  wfakii  she  slieined  Imbi^ 
with  eirlnHwilioD^  9gBiDA  hoB  crudty.  ^  I  doe 
nyr  the  said,  baring  her  viist  and  a  part  cf  her 

ana^  ^  it  is  aU  Mack  and  Uue  to  the  rery  dbowJ* 

**I  darejisj  yc»aare  a  little  fod»^  said  tbeoi- 

TaSer,  carelessly  Idssing  the  aggriered  arm  ;  ^  it 

k  only  a  piettjr  idcaniate  which -aet^  off  the  Uue 


Nay»  ay  laid,  mom  it  b  yon  are  siDy/* 
the  dame;  ^Jait  lam  g^Icaa 
joo  speak  aod>  bngh  ds  any.  terns  this  moniag. 
I  am  smre,  if  J  dU  inabt  oo  fisUoaring  yoa  into 
the  fiDTesty  it  mm  all  for  the  sake  of  direfting  ymL 
I  am  hetter  oompaiqr  than  your  page^  I  trow/— 
Andnow,  teOmey  these  pretty  things  with  hara% 
be  they  aoi  deer  r 

*^  Etcb  maA  they  be^  NAy/"  mmmred  her 
Mglaelf  id  attendant.  . 

^  And  wh^  can  the  grent  Mka  do  wkh  m 
many  of  tbcaa,  foraaetfi  r*. 

«^  Tb^  aendlham  to  the  dly,  NeD,  wfaete  wise 


their  horns  fer^tropUeB^^  mwwend  Lord  Dalgnr. 
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*^  Nay,  now  you  laugh  at  me,  tny  Idrd,^  an- 
swered his  companion ;  '*  but  I  know  all  about 
venison,  whatsoever  yoU  may  think.  I  always 
tasted  it  once  a-year  when  we  dined  with  Mr  De- 
puty,^ she  continued,  sadly,  as  a  sense  of  her  de« 
gradation  stole  across  a  mind  bewildered  with 
vanity  and  folly,  *^  though  he  would  not  speak 
to  me  now,  if  we  met  together  in  the  nan^west 
lane  in  the  Ward.** 

^*  I  warrant  he  would  not,^  said  Lord  Dalgar- 
no,  **  because  thou,  Nell,  wouldst  dash  him  with 
a  single  look ;  for  I  trust  thou  hast  more  spirit 
than  to  throw  away  words  on  such  a  fellow  as  he.*" 

"  Who,  I  r  said  Dame  Nelly.  «  Nay,  I  scorn 
the  proud  princox  too  much  for  that.  Do  you 
know  he  made  all  the  folks  in  the  ward  stand  cap 
in  hand  to  him,  my  poor  old  John  Christie  and 
all  ?^  Here  her  recollection  began  to  overflow  at 
her  eyes. 

**'  A  plague  on  your  whimpering,^  said  Dal- 
gamo,  somewhat  harshly.—*^  Nay,  never  look 
pale  for  the  matter,  Nell.  I  am  not  angry  with 
you,  you  simple  fool.  But  what  would  you  have 
me  think,  when  you  are  eternally  looking  back 

VOL.  III.  u 
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upon  your  dungeon  yonder  by  the  river,  wtiA 
amelt  of  pitch  and  old  cheese  worae  thana  Wdck 
man  do^  of  onions,  and  all  tins  when  I  am  ta- 
king you  down  to  a  castle  as  fine  as  ia  in  Fuiy 
Landr 

'^  Shall  we  be  there  to-night,  my  lord  ?**  snd 
Nelly,  drying  her  tears. 

^'  To-night,  Nelly  ? — no,  nor  this  n^ht  fort* 
nighf* 

*'  Now,  the  Lord  be  with  us,  and  keep  us  !— 
Put  shall  we  not  go  by  sea,  my  lord  ?— I  thoogbt 
every  body  came  from  Scotland  by  sea  ?  I  am 
sure  liOrd  Glenvarloch  and  Richie  Monipfiei 
came  up  by  sea.^ 

<^  There  is  a  wide  difference  betwixt  oooiii^ 
up  and  going  down,  Nelly,^  answered  liOtd  DdU 
gfurno. 

^^  And  so  there  is,  for  certain,^  ssud  hb  sinipk 
companion.  ^^  But  yet  I  think  I  heard  peopk 
sjpeaking  of  going  down  to  Scotland  by  sea,  as 
well  a9  coming  up.  Are  you  well  avised  of  tlie 
way  ?— Do  you  think  it  possiUe  we  can  go  bj 
land,  my  sweet  lord  P"^ 

It  is  but  trying,  my  sweet  lady,^  said  hmi 


it 
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Dalgamo.  <'  Men  say  England  and  Scotland 
are  in  the  same  island^  so  one  would  hope  there 
may  be  some  road  betwixt  them  by  landT'  * 

"  I  shall  never  be  able  to  lide  so  far,*^  said  the 
lady- 

<<  We  will  have  your  saddle  stuffed  softer,^  said 
the  lord.  ^<  I  tell  you  that  you  shall  mew  your 
city  sloughy  and  change  from  the  eatterpillar  of 
a  paltry  lane  into  the  butterfly  of  a  prince'^s  gar- 
den. You  shall  have  as  many  tires  as  there  are 
hoursrin  the  day— as  many  handmaidens  as  there 
are  days  in  the  week — as  many  menials  as  theie 
are  weeks  in  the  year-— and  you  shall  ride  a  hunt- 
ing and  hawking  with  a  lord,  instead  of  waiting 
upon  an  old  ship-chandler,  who  could  do  nothing 
but  hawk  and  spit.*^ 

*^  Ay,  but  will  you  make  me  your  lady  ?""  said 
Dame  Nelly. 

Ay,  surely— what  else,"  replied  the  lord— 

My  lady-love.^ 
Ay,  but  I  mean  your  lady-wife,^  said  Nelly. 

^^  Truly,  NeD,  in  that  I  cannot  promise  to 
oblige  you.  A  lady-wife,^  continued  Dalgamo, 
**  is  a  very  different  thing  from  a  lady-love.^ 


it 
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*'  I  heard  from  if  rs  Suddlediop,  whom  joa 
lodged  me  with  siiice  I  left  poor  old  John  Chrb* 
tie,  thftt  Lord  Glenvailoch  is  to  many  Daind 
.^ilamBay  the  dockmaker's  daughter.** 

^  There  is  much  betwixt  the  cup  and  the  fip, 
Nelly.  I  wear  something  about  me  may  break 
the  bans  of  that  hopeful  alliance,  before  the  day 
is  much  older,^  answered  Lord  Ddgamo. 

'<  Well,  but  my  father  wiis  as  good  a  man  as 
old  Davy  Ramsay^  and  as  well  to  pass  in  the 
world,  my  lord ;  and,  therefore,  why  shouM  yon 
not  marry  me?  You  have  done  me  harm  enough, 
I  trow— wherefore  should  you  not  do  me  tins 
|u8tice  r* 

**  For  two  good  reasons,  Nelly.  Fate  pat  a 
husband  on  you,  and  the  King  passed  a  wife 
upon  me,^  answered  Lord  Dalgamo* 

"  Ay,  my  lord,"  said  NeUy,  **  but  they  «^ 
main  in  England,  and  we  go  to  Scotland.^ 

^*  Thy  argument  is  better  than  thou  art  aware 
of,^  8^  Lord  Dalgamo.  '*  I  have  heard  Scot- 
tish lawyers  say  the  matrimonial  tie  may  be  ud^ 
cdasped  in  our  country  by  the  gentle  hand  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  law,  whereas  in  Inland  it 
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can  only  be  bunt  by  an  act  of  Parlidjuient  Wdl, 
Nelly,  we  will  look  into  that  matter ;  fuid  whether 
we  get  married  again  or  no^  we  will  at  least  do 
our  best  to  get  unmarried.^ 

'^  Shall  we  indeed,  my  honey-sweet  lord  ?  and 
then  I  will  think  less  about  John  Chriiitie,  for 
he  will  marry  again,  I  warrant  ypu^  for  he  is  well 
to  pass ;  and  I  would  be  glad  to.  think  he  had 
somebody  to  take  care  of  him,  9b  I  used  to  do, 
poor  loying  old  man  I  He  was  a  kind  man, 
though  he  was  a  score  of  years  older  thani ;  and 
I  hope  and  pray  he  will  never  let  a  young  lord 
cross  his  honest  threshold  again.^ 

Here  the  dame  was  once  more  much  inclined 
to  give  way  to  a  passion  of  tears ;  but  Lord  Dall 
garno  conjured  down  the  emotion,  by  saying, 
with  some  asperity— <<  I  am  weary  of  these  April 
passions,  my  pretty  mistress,  and  I  think  you 
will  do  well  to  preserve  your  tears  for  some  more 
pressing  occasion.  Who  knows  what  turn  of  for- 
tune  may  in  a  few  minutes  call  for  more  of  them 
than  you  can  render?** 

**  Groodnefl»,  my  lord !  what  mean  you  by  such 
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^xpcesaoiiB?  John  Chrisde,  (the  kind heirt !) 
used  to  keep  no  secrets  from  ine,  and  I  hope  jour 
lordship  will  not  hide  your  counsel  from  me?* 

*^  Sit  down  beside  me  on  thb  buk,^  said  the 
nobleman ;  *<  I  am  bound  to  remain  here  far  a 
short  splice,  and  if  you  can  be  but  ffllent,  I  should 
like  to  spend  a  part  of  it  in  considering  how  ftr 
I  can,  on  the  present  oocaaon,  follow  die  respecu 
able  example  which  you  seoommcnd  to  me/* 

The  place  at  which  he  stopped,  was  at  tint 
time  little  more  than  a  mound,  partly  summnd- 
ed  by  a  ditdi^  fromwhidi  it  derived  the  name  of 
Camlet  Moat.  A  few  hewn  stones  diere  woe, 
which  badescapedthefateof  many  others  which 
Jiad  been  used  in  bmlding  different  lodges  in  the 
forest  for  the  royal  keepers.  These  vestiges^  just 
,su£9ci«it  to  shew  that  <'  here  informer  times,  the 
:hand  oCman  hadbeoi,^  marked  the  rains  of  the 
•abodevof  aonoe  illustrious  but  long»fofgotten  Is- 
mily,  the  MandoviUes,  Earls  of  Essex^  to  whom 
.'Bnfieid  Chase  and  the  extennve  domains  adja- 
cent had  belonged  in  elder  days:  A  wild  wood- 
:land  prospect  led  the  ey^  atTarioos  points  through 
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broad  and  seemingly  interminabie  lilkys,  wfafefa^ 
meeting  at  this  pomt  as  at  a  common  centre,  di^ 
verged  from  each  other  as  they  receded,  and  had, 
therefore,  been  selected  by  Lord  Dalgamo  a$  the 
rendezvous  for  the  combat,  which,  through  the 
medium  of  Richie  Moniplies,  he  had  offered  to 
his  injured  friend  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

"  He  will  surely  come,^  he  said  to  himself; 
^<  cowardice  was  not  wont  to  be  his  fault— at  least 
he  was  bold  enoughin  the  Park.— Perhaps  yondei' 
churl  may  not  have  carried  my  message  ?  But  no 
— he  is  a  stutdy  knave— one  of  those  would  prize 
his  masters^  honour  above  their  life.— Look  to 
the  palfrey,  Lutin,  and  see  thou  let  him  not  loose, 
and  cast  thy  falcon  glance  down  every  avenue  to 
mark  if  any  one  comes. — ^Buckingham  has  under- 
gone my  challenge,  but  the  proud  minion  pleads 
the  King^s  paltry  commands  for  refusing  to  an- 
swer  me«  If  I  can  baffle  this  Glenvarloch,  or  slay 
him— if  I  can  spml  him  of  hi^  honour  or  his  life, 
I  shall  go  down  to  ScoUand  with  credit  suffident 
to  gild  over  past  mischances,  i  know  my  dear 
countrymen— they  never  quarrel  with  any  one 
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who  brings  them  home  either  gold  or  martial 
glory."* 

As  he  thus  reflected,  and  palled  to  mind  the 
disgrace  which  he  had  suffered,  as  well  as  the 
causes  he  imagined  for  hating  Xiord  Glenvarlodi, 
his  countenance  altered  under  the  influence  of 
his  contending  emotions,  to  the  terror  of  Nelljr, 
who,  sitting  unnoticed  at  his  feet,  and  looking 
anxiously  in  his  face,  beheld  the  cheek  kindle^ 
the  mouth  become  compressed,  the  eye  dilated^ 
and  the  whole  countenance  express  the  desperate 
and  deadly  resolution  of  ope  who  awaits  an  in* 
stant  and  decisive  encpunter  with  a  mortal  ene- 
my. The  loneliness  of  the  place,  the  scenery  so 
different  from  that  to  which  alone  she  had  been 
accustomed,  the  dark  and  sombre  air  wludi  crept 
so  suddenly  oyer  the  countenance  of  her  seducer, 
his  command  imposing  silence  upon  her,  and  the 
apparent  strangeness  of  his  conduct  in  idling  away 
so  much  Ume  without  any  obvious  cause,  when  a 
journey  of  such  length  lay  before  tliem,  brought 
strange  thoughts  iato  her  weak  brain.  She  had 
road  of  women,  seduced  from  their  matrimonial 
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duties  by  sorcerers  allied  to  the  hellish  powers^ 
nay,  by  the  Father  of  Evil  himself,  who,  after 
conv^iiig  his  victim  into  some  desert  remote 
from  human  kind,  exchanged  the  pleasing  shape 
in  which  he  ginned  her  affections,  for  all  his  na- 
tural horrors.  She  chased  thir^wild  idea  away 
as  it  crowded  itself  upon  her  weak  and  bewilder- 
ed imagination ;  but  she  might  have  lived  to  see 
it  realized  allegorically,  if  not  literally,  but  for 
the  accident  which  presently  followed* 

The  page,  whose  eyes  were  remarkably  acute, 
at  length  called  out  to  his  master,  pointing  with 
his  finger  at  the  same  time  down  one  of  the  alleys, 
that  horsemen  were  advandng  in  that  direction. 
Lend  Dalgamo  started  up,  and  shading  his  eyes 
with  his  hand,  gazed  eagerly  down  the  alley ; 
when,  at  the  same  instant,  he  received  a  shot, 
which,  grazing  his  hand,  passed  right  through 
his  brain,  and  laid  him  a  lifeless  corpse  at  the 
feet,  or  rather  across  the  lap,  of  the  unfortunate 
victim  of  his  profligacy.  The  countenance,  whose 
varied  expression  she  had  been  watching  for  the 
last  five  minutes,  was  convulsed  for  an  instant, 
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and  then  stiffened  into  rigiditj  for  erer.  Three 
ruffians  rushed  from  the  brake  from  which  the 
shot  had  been  fired,  ere  the  smoke  was  cUsperaed. 
One,  with  many  imprecations,  ariaed  on  the  page ; 
another  on  the  female,  upon  whose  cries  he  stroTe 
by  the  most  violent  threats  to  impose  silence ; 
whilst  the  third  began  to  undo  the  burthen  of 
the  page^  horse,  fiut  an  instant  rescue  prevented 
their  aviufing  themselves  of  the  advantage  they 
had  obtained. 

,  .  It  may  easily  be  supposed  that  Richie  Moni- 
plies,  having  secured  the  assistance  of  the  two 
Templars,  ready  enough  to  join  in  any  thing 
which  promised  a  fray,  with  Jin  Yin  to  act  as 
their  guide,  had  set  off,  gallantly  mounted  and 
.well-armed,  under  the  belief  that  they  would 
reach  Camlet  Moat  before  the  robbers,  and  ap 
prebend  them  in  the  fact  They  had  not  calcu- 
lated that,  according  to  the  custom  of  robbers  in 
other  countries,  but  contrary  to  that  of  the  Eng- 
lish highwaymen  of  those,  days,  they  meant  to 
insure  robbery  by  previous  murder.  An  acd- 
dent  also  happened  to  delay  them  a  Uttle  while 
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on  the  road.  Iti  riding  through  0116  of  the  giddes 
of  the  fol^st,  they  found  a  man  dismounted  and 
sitting  under  a  tree,  groaning  with  such  hitter- 
ness  of  spirit,  that  Lowedtofe  could  not  foi'bear 
asking  if  he  was  hurt.  In  answer,  he  said  he  was 
an  unhappy  man  in  pursuit  of  his  wife,  who  had 
been  carried  off  by  a  villain ;  and  as  he  raised 
his  countenance,  the  eyes  of  Richie,  to  his  great 
astonishment,  encountered  the  visage  of  John 

Christie. 

* 

"  For  the  Almighty's  sake,  help  me,  Master 
Moniplies  !^  he  said  ;  *^  I  have  learned  my  wife 
is  but  a  short  mile  before,  with  that  black  villain 
Lord  Dalgamo.^ 

**  Have  him  forward  by  all  means,^  said  Lowe- 
stoffe ;  ^<  a  second  Orpheus  seeking  his  Eurydice ! 
-—Have  him  forward-*^we  will  sate  Lord  Dalgar- 
no's  purse,  and  ease  him  of  his  mistress— have 
him  with  us,  were  it  but  for  the  variety  of  the 
adventure.*  I  oWe  his  lordship  a  grudge  for  rook, 
ing  me.    We  have  teii  minutes  good.*^ 

But  it  is  dangerous  to  calculate  closely  in  mat- 
ters of  life  and  death.  In  all  probabiUty  the  mi- 
nute or  two  which  was  lost  in  mounting  John 
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Christie  behind  one  of  thor  party,  nnglit  have 
saved  Lord  Dalgamo  from  his  fate.  Thus  Us 
Griminai  iimoor  became  the  indirect  cause  of  hia 
losing  his  life ;  and  thus  '*  our  pleiisant  vioes  mxe 
made  the  whips  to  scourge  us.^ 

The  riders  arciTed  on  the  field  at  foil  gallop 
the  nioment  afltf  the  $hot  was  fired  ;  and  Richi^ 
M^ho  had  his  own  reasons  for  attaching  himadf  to 
Colepepper,  who  was  bustling  to  untie  the  port- 
manteau from  the  pagers  saddle,  pushed  against 
him  with  such  violence  as  to  overthrow  him,  his 
own  horse  at  the  same  tkne  stumbling  and  dis- 
mounting his  rider,  who  was  none  of  the  first 
equestrians.  The  undaunted  Richie  immediatelj 
arose,  however,  and  grappled  with  the  ruffian 
with  such  good  will,  that  though  a  strong  fellow, 
and  though  a  coward  now  rendered  desperate 
he  got  him  under,  wrenched  a  long  knife  from 
his  hand,  dealt  him  a  desperate  stab  with  hb  own 
weapon,  and  leaped  on  his  feet;  and,  as  the 
wounded  man  struggled  to  follow  bis  example, 
he  struck  him  upon  the  head  with  the  butt-end 
of  a  musketoon,  which  last  blow  proved  fatal. 

**  Bravo,  Richie  r  cried  Lowestoffe,  who  had 
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himself  engaged  at  sword-point  with  one  of  the 
ruffians,  and  soon  put  him  to  flight,-^^^  Bravo  ! 
why,  man,  there  lies  Sin,  struck  down  like  oh  ox, 
and  Iniquity^s  throat  cut  like  a  calf.^ 

^^  I  know  not  why  you  should  upbraid  me 
with  my  up-bringing,  Master  Lowestoffe,^  an« 
swered  Bidiie,  with  great  composure ;  ^'  but  I 
can  tell  you,  the  shambles  is  not  a  bad  place  for 
training  one  to  this  work.*** 

The  other  Templar  now  shouted  loudly  to 
them,-^^^  If  ye  be  men,  come  hither— -here  lies 
Lord  Dalgarno,  murdered  1^ 

Lowestoffe  and  Richard  ran  to  the  spot,  and 
the  page  took  the  opportunity,  finding  himself 
now  neglected  on  all  hands,  to  ride  off  in  a  dif- 
ferent direction ;  and  neither  he,  nor  the  consider- 
able sum  with  which  his  horse  was  burtheued, 
were  ever  heard  of  from  that  moment. 

The  third  ruffian  had  not  waited  the  attack  of 
the  Templar  and  Jin  Vin,  the  latter  of  whom 
had  put  down  old  Christie  from  behind  him  that 
he  might  ride  the  lighter ;  and  the  whole  five 
now  stood  gazing  with  horror  on  the  bloody 
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corpse  of  the  young  nobleman,  and  the  wild  sor- 
row of  the  female,  who.  tore  her  hair  and  shnek- 
ed  in  the  moat  disconsolate  manner,  until  her 
agony  was  at  once  checked,  or  rather  leoaTeda 
new  direction,  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  ap- 
pearance of  her  husband,  who,  fixing  on  her  i 
cold  and  severe  look,  said,  in  a  tone  suited  to  hb 
manner — *^  Ay,  woman !  thcni  takest  on  sadly  for 
the  loss  of  thy  paramour.^^ — Th^i,  looking  on  tbe 
bloody  corpse  of  him  from  whom  hehad  leeeived 
so  deep  an  injury,  he  repeated  the  sdenui  wads 
of  Scripture,*— ^  Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  I  wiU  repay  it^— I,  whom  tboa  hast 
injured,'  will  be  first  to  render  thee  the  deoest 
offices  due  to  the  d^d.^  . 

So  saying,  he  covered  the  dead  body  with  hs 
cloak,  and  then  looking  on  it  tdit  a  mameot, 
seemed  to  reflect  <m  what  he  had  next  to  ptf- 
form.  As  the  eye  of  die  injured  man  slowl/ 
passed  from  the  bodyof  thesediicer  totbeptit^ 
ner  and  victim  of  his  crime^  who  had  snokdovfl 
to  his  feet,  which  she  chuqied,  inthont  vato- 
ring  to  look  up,  his  features,  naturally  ooiise 
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and  saturnine,  assumed  a.  dignity  of  expression 
which  overawed  the  young  Templars^  afid  repul- 
sed the  oflScious  forwardness  of  Richie  Moni* 
plies,  who  was  at  first  eager  to  have  thrust  in  his 
advice  and  opinion.  ^*  Kneel  not  to  me,  wo- 
inan,^  he  said,  ^  but  kneel  to  the  Grod  thou  hast 
offended,  more  than  thou  couldst  offend  such  an- 
oth^  worm  as  thyself.  How  ofteii  have  I  tcdd 
thee,  when  thou  wert  at  the  gayest  and  the  light- 
est,  that  pride  goeth  before  destruction,  and  a 
haughty  spirit  before  a  fall  ?  Vanity  brought 
folly,  and  folly  brought  sin,  and  sin  hath  brought 
death,  his  original  companion.  Thou  must  needs 
leave  dnty,  and  decency,  and  domestic  love,  to 
revel  it  gaily  with  the  wild  and  with  the  wicked ; 
and  there  thou'liest,  like  a  crushed  worm,  wri- 
thing beside  th6  lifeless  body  of  thy  paramour. 
Thou  hast  done  me  much  wrong<««*dishonoured 
me  among  friends-*-^lriven  credit  from  my  house, 
and  peace  from  my  fireuside— But  thou  wert  my 
first  and  only  love,  and  I  will  not  see  thee  an  tit* 
ter  castaway,  if  it  lies  with  me  to  prevent  it-* 
Gentlemen,  I  render  ye  such  tlianks  as  a  broken- 
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heiffted  f&an  can  give. — ^Richard,  oommciid  me 
tb  your  honourable  master.— -I  added  gall  to  dx 
bitterness  of  hb  affliction,  but  I  was  deludei- 
Rise  up,  woman,  and  follow  me.^ 

He  raised  her  up  by  the  arm,  while,  vltli 
itreaming  eyes,  and  bitter  sobs,  she  endeavoured 
to  express  her  penitence.  She  kept  her  hands 
spread  over  her  fiioe,  yet  suffered  him  to  lead  her 
away ;  and  it  was  only  as  they  turned  arouoda 
brake  which  concealed  the  scene  they  had  left, 
that  she  turned  back,  and  casting  one  wild  and 
hurried  glance  towards  the  €x>rpse  of  Dalgana, 
uttered  a  shriek,  and  clinging  to  her  husbasd's 
arm,  exclaimed  wildly, — "  Save  me— sate  me. 
They  have  murdered  him  !^ 

Lowesto£k  was  much  moved  by  what  be  bad 
witnessed ;  btit  he  was  ashamed,  as  a  towa^- 
lant,  of  his  own  unfashionable  emotion,  an^  ^ 
a  force  to  his  feelings  when  he  exdahoedy-^ 
«<  Ay,  let  them  go— ^e  kind-hearted,  belienogf 
forgiving  husband-^-the  liberal,  occomioaiM^ 
spouse*  O  what  a  generous  creature  is  your  tnie 

London  husband  !-*HonQs  hath  he,  but,  uoetf 
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a  fatted  ox,  he  goreth  not  I  ahottld  Uke  to  see 
her  when  she  has  ttdumged  her  maak  and  ri- 
ding^beaver  for  her  peaked  hat  asid  muffler. 
We  will  visit  them  at  PauFa  Wharf,  ooac^t 
will  be  a  eonvenient  aequaintanee.^ 

*'  You  had  better  thmk  of  catching  the  i^peey 
thief,  Lutin,"^  said  Richie  Montplies ;  <^  for,  bjr 
my  faith,  he  ia  off  with  his  master^s  baggage  and 
the  siller  * 

A  keeper,  with /his  assistanta,  and  several  oth«r 
persons,  had  now  oome  to  the  spot,  and  made 
hue  and  cry  after  Lutin,  but  in  vain*  To  their 
custody  the  Templars  eurrendered  the  dead  boi- 
dies,  and  after  going  through  some  fermal  inve^ 
tigation,  they  returned^  with  Bicfaard  and  Vift- 
eent,  to  London,  where  they  received  great  a|^ 
plause  for  their  gallantry.  Vincents  errora  were 
easily  ex{nated,  in  eonstderation  of  his  hanng 
been  the  means  of  heakiag  up  this  band  of  vil- 
lains; and  thtfre  is  some  reason  to  think,  Uutt 
what  would  have  dsmiaisbed  the  credit  of  the  ao- 
tion  in  other  in»taace«,  rather  added  to  it  in  the 
actual  dreua»tafita^  namely,  that  they  came  too 
late  to  save  Lord  Dalgamo 

VOL.  111.  X  V 
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Qeorgt  Heriot;  wlio  silspeeted  how  mttten 
stood  with  YinoeDt,  tequetlad  and  obuuned  per- 
missioii  fiom  his  ihastier  to  send  the  poor  yoaif 
Mbw  on  an  importaDt  pieceof  bitaoesi to Pnk 
We  are  unable  to  traoe  his  fiiite  farther,  but  k- 
lieve  it  was  pibsperoiA,  and  that  he  enteral  mto 
an  advantageous  partnership  with  hb  frUov-ap- 
prentice,  upon  M  Davy  Ramaajf  letiriiig  fn* 
bunnesSy  in  consequaiee  of  his  daugbterli  mtf- 
riage.  That  eminent  antiquary,  Dr  Diyiidii^ 
is  possessed  ofan  antique  watch,  withasiinrdiil- 
plate,  and  a  pieee  of  catgut  instead  of  aclMi>> 
wlucfa  bears  the  names  of  Vincent  and  TvaatJL 

Master  Lowestoffis  fiuled  not  tovindiette  to 
ebaracter  as  a  man  of  gaiety,  by  iaquiiiiy  after 
John  Christie  and  Dame  Nelly ;  but  greatly  to 
Ms  surprise,  (indeed  to  his  fess^  fiir  he  hid  ss- 
gered  ten  pieces  that  he  would  domesdesleluis- 
srif  in  the  £unily,)  he  found  the  goei-^9$it 
was  ealled ,  d  the  shop,  was  sold,  the  stock  a8^ 
•tioned,  and  the  late  proprietor  and  fail  wife  goo^) 
no  one  knew  whitHer«  The  pceraiiiiig  k&f 
was,  that  they  had  enugcafeed  to  one  ol  tk  set 
settlements  in  Ameriea. 
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Lady  Dalganio  received  the  newft  oi  ber  iin- 
ivorthy  hnabaiid^s  desth  with  a  varbty  of  emo- 
tions, among  which,  horror  that  he  should  have 
.been  cut  off  in  the  middle  career  of  his  profli- 
gacy, was  the  most  prominent.  The  incident 
greatly  deepened  her  melancholy  and  mjured 
her  health,  already  shaken  by  previous  circum- 
stances.  Repossessed  of  her  own  fcurtune  by  her 
husband^s  death,  she  was  anxious  to  do  justice  to 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  by  treating  for  the  recovery 
of  the  mortgage.  But  the  scrivener,  having  ta- 
ken  fright  at  the  late  events,  had  left  the  city  and 
absconded,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  discover 
into  whose  liands  the  papers  had  now  passed. 
Richard  Moniplies  was  silent,  for  his  own  rea- 
sons ;  the  Templars,  who  had  witnessed  the  trans- 
action, kept  the  secret  at  his  request,  and  it  was 
universaUy  believed  that  the  scrivener  had  cac- 
ried  off  the  writings  along  with  him.  We  may 
here  observe,  that  fears  similar  to  those  of  the 
scrivener  fi«ed  London  for  ever  from  the  pre- 
sence of  Dame  Suddlechop,  who  ended  her  ca- 
reer in  the  RMpJiaua^  (viz.  Bridewell,)  of  Am- 
sterdam. 
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The  stoul  old  Lcird  HundiigleD,  with  a  hau^ 
ly  carriage  andumaoiatcned  eye,  aooompaoied  the 
funeixl  piocesfiioii  of  hia  only  BOO  to  its  laat  afacide ; 
and  poliapa  the  only  tear  whidi  fdl  at  kngth 
upon  the  coffin,  waa  given  leaa  to  the  fiite  cjfthe 
individual,  than  to  the  extinction  of  the  last  mak 
of  his  ancient  race. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Jaqueu  There  is  sute  tnoUier  flood  tovudf,  and  all  th«e  cou- 
ples are  comizig  to  the  arlc^-Here  comes  a  pair  of  very  strange 
beatcs. 

AtYouIAkilU 

I 

The  fashion  of  such  namtivesas  the  present, 
changes  like  other  earthly  tlungs.  Tune  was 
that  the  tale-teller  was  obliged  to  wind  up  his 
storjr  by  a  drciiinstantial  deseriptioo  of  the  wed^ 
ding,  bedding,  and  throwing  the  stocking,  as  the 
grand  catastrophe  to  which,  throngh  so  many 
circumstances  of  doubt  and  diflicultyy  he  had  at 
lei^h  happily  conducted  lua  hero  and  heroine. 
Not  a  circumstance  was  then  omitted,  from  the 
manly  ardour  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  modest 
blushes  of  the  bride,  to  the  parson^s  new  sur- 
plioe,  and  the  silk  tabinet  mantua  of  the  brideV 
maid  But  such  descriptiona  are  new  discarded^ 
for  the  same  reason,  I  suppose,  that  public  mar« 
riages  aie  no  longer  fashionaMe»  and  thit,  in- 
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Stead  of  calling  together  their  frieods  to  a  feast 
and  a  dance,  the  happy  couple  elope  in  a  solitary 
post-chaise,  as  secretly  as  if  they  meant  to  go  to 
Gretna-Green,  or  to  do  worse.    I  am  not  un- 
grateful for  a  change  which  saves  an  aothor  the 
trouble  of  attempting  in  rain  to  give  a  new  ok 
lour  to  the  common-place  description  of  such 
matters ;  but,  notwithstanding,  I  find  myadf  for* 
ced  upon  it  in  the  present  instance,  as  circum- 
stances sometimes  compel  a  stranger  to  make  use 
of  an  old  road  which  has  been  for  some  time  shot 
up.     The  experienced  reader  may  have  already 
remarked,  that  the  last  Chapter  was  employed  in 
sweeping  out  of  the  way  all  the  unnecessary  and 
less  interesting  characters,  that  I  might  dear  the 
floor  for  a  blithe  bridal. 

In  truth,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  pass 
over  slightly  what  so  deejdy  interested  our  prin- 
cipal personage,  'King  James.  That  learned  and 
good-humoured  monardi  made  no  great  figure 
in  the  politics  of  Europe ;  but  then,  to  make 
amends,  he  was  prodigiously  busy,  when  he 
could  find  a  fwir  opportunity,  of  intermeddling 
with  the  private  affidrs  of  his  bring  aul^eds, 
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And  the  fqpproachiiig  marriage  of  Lord  Glenvar^ 
loch  was  matter  of  great  interest  to  him.  He  bad 
been  much  struck  (that  is,  for  him,  who  was  not 
very  accessible  to  sueh  emotions,)  with  the  beauty 
and  embarrassment  of  the  pretty  Feg-a^Ramsay, 
aa  he  called  her,  when  he  first  saw  her,  and  he 
glorified  himself  greatly  on  the  acuteness  which 
he  had  displayed  in  detecting  her  disguise,  and 
in  carrying  through  the  whole  inquiry  which  took 
place  in  consequence  of  it. 

He  laboured  for  several  weeks,  while  the  court* 
ship  was  in  progress^  with  his  own  royal  eyes,  so 
as  well  nigh  to  wear  out,  he  declared,  a  pair  of 
her  father's  best  bamades,  in  searching  through 
old  books  and  documents,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  the  bride^s  pretensions  to  a  noUe, 
though  remote  descent,  and  thereby  remove  the* 
only  objection  which  envy  might  conceive  against 
the  match.  In  his  own  opinion,  at  least,  he  was 
eminently  successful ;  for  when  Sir  Mungo  Ma-- 
lagrowther  one  day,  in  the  presenco-chanfber, 
took  upon  him  to  grieve  bitterly  for  the  brideV 
lack  of  pedigree,  the  monarch  cut  him  short 
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wiih,  <^  Y6]iiay4uive]^oargmf  fbrycwraiaiiext 
occasiona,  Sir  M ungo ;  for,  by  our  royal  sul,  le 
will  aphauld  ber  father^  Bavy  Ramsaj,  to  be  a 
gentlomaa  of  ninc^  dctcents,  whase  greatgodMre 
came  of  tbe  suld  martial  stock  of  the  Hooiecf 
Dalwolsey,  than  whom  better  men  nercr  did, 
and  better  nerer  will,  draw  aword  ibr  King  and 
ooantry.    Heaid  ye  never  of  Sir  WiUiam  Bao- 
say  of  Dalwojisey,  man  t  of  whom  John  Fordoiio 
saith,— <  He  was  bellicaiisHmuSy  nobiS$9mu»:'- 
His  castle  stands  to  witness  for  itsel,  not  i}aint 
miles  from  Dalketdi,  man^  and  within  a  miie 
of  Bannock-ngg.    Oayy  Ramsay  came  of  due 
auld  and  honom^  stock,  and  I  trust  he  bth 
not  derogated  from  his  ancestors  by  his  pie* 
sent  craft.    They  all  wrought  wi*  steel,  sun; 
only  the  auld  KnighU  drilled  holes  wi'  tiior 
swords  in  tbor  enemies  corslets,  and  he  saws 
nicks  in  his  brass  wheds.    And  I  hope  it  is  at 
honourable  to  give  eyes  to  the  blind  as  to  dadi 
them  out  of  the  head  of  those  that  ss^  surf  f9 
shew  us  how  to  value  our  time  as  it  passes,  aslo 
fling  it  away  in  drinking,  brawling,  spear-spEn- 
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lering,  and  euchltke  uBehrt8Uan  doings.  And 
you  maun  understand^  that  Dayy  Ramsay  is  no 
mechanic,  but  follows  a  liberal  art,  which  ap- 
proacheth  almost  to  the  act  of  creating  a  living 
being,  seeing  it  may  be  said  of  a  watch,  as  Clau** 
dius  saith  of  the  sphere  of  Archimedes,  the  Sy- 
racusian — 

'  Inclusus  variis  famulatur  spiritus  sstris, 
£t  riruin  oertis  motibus  lu^et  opiu.  " 

**  Your  Majesty  had  best  give  auld  Davie  a 
coat-cf*arms,  as  well  as  a  pedigree,**'  said  Sir 
Mungo, 

*^  1V$  done,  or  ye  bade.  Sir  Mungo,^  said  the 
King ;  "  and  I  trust  we,  who  are  the  fountain 
of  all  earthly  honour,  are  free  to  spirt  a  few  drops 
of  it  on  one  so  near  our  person,  without  offence 
to  the  Knight  of  Castle  Gimigo.  We  hare  al- 
ready spoken  with  the  learned  men  of  the  He- 
rald^s  College,  and  we  propose  to  grant  him  an 
augmented  coat-of-arms,  being  his  paternal  coat, 
charged  with  fhe  crown-wheel  of  a  watch  in 
chief,  for  a  difference ;  and  we  purpose  to  add 
Time  and  Eternity,  for  supporters,  as  soon  as 
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the  Garter  Kii^-at- Arms  shall  >be  aUe  to  devue 
how  Eternity  U  to  be  presented.^ 

**  I  frould  make  him  twice  as  muckle  asTime,** 
aaid  Archie  Armstrongy  the  coutft  fool,  who  dun. 
ced  to  be  present  when  the  King  stated  this  di- 
lemnuL 

"  Peace,  man— -ye  shall  be  whippet,*  ssid  tbe 
King,  in  return  for  this  hint ;  *'  and  you,  mj 
liege  subjects  o{  England,  may  wed  take  a  hint 
from  what  we  haTe  said,  and  not  be  in  such  a 
hurry  to  laugh  at  our  Scottish  pedigrees,  thoi^ 
they  be  somewhat  Ipng  derived,  and  difficult  to 
be  deduced.    Ye  see  that  a  man  of  right  geode 
blood  may,  for  a  season,  lay  by  his  goitiy,  sod 
yet  ken  whare  to  find  it,  when  he  has  occaskm  fcr 
it    It  would  be  as  unseemly  for  a  padEimui,  or 
pedlar,  as  ye  call  a  travelling-merchant,  wUlk  is 
a  trade  to  which  our  native  subjects  of  Scotland 
are  specially  addicted,  to  be  blazing  his  genealo- 


*  Chaucer  aaya,  there  is  nothing  new  bat  what  it  ba 
been  old.  The  reader  has  here  the  original  of  as  00^ 
dote  which  haa  since  been  fiitfaered  on  a  ScottiflhCbicf  ^ 
our  own  time. 
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gy  in  the  faces  of  those  to  whom  he  sells  a  bair« 
Ine^s  worth  of  ribband,  as  it  would  be  to  him  to 
have  a  beaver  on  his  head,  and  a  rajner  by  his 
side,  when  the  pack  was  on  his  shoulders.  Na; 
na — he  hings  his  sword  on  the  eleek,  lays  hii 
beaver  on  the  shelf,  pats  his  pedigree  into  his 
pocket,  and  gangs  as  doucely  and  c&nnily  about 
his  pedling  craft  as  if  his  blood  wair  nae  better 
than  ditch-water  |  but  let  our  pedlar  be  trans^ 
formed,  as  t  have  kenned  it  happen  mair  than 
anoe,  into  a  bein  thriving  merchant,  then  ye  shall 
have  a  transformation,  my  lords, 

'  In  novas  fert  animus  mutatas  dioere  formas/ 

Out  he  palls  his  pedigree^  on  he  buckles  his 
sword,  gives  his  beaver  a  brush,  and  cocks  it 
in  the  face  of  all  creadon.  We  mention  these 
things  at  the  mair  length,  because  we  would  have 
you  all  to  know,  that  it  is  not  without  due  con- 
sideration of  the  drcumstanoes  of  all  parties, 
that  we  design,  in  a  small  and  private  way,  to 
honour  with  our  own  royal  presence  the  mar- 
riage of  Lord  Glenvazloch  with  Margaret  Ram*. 
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say,  daughter  and,  b^ess  of  DaTid  Ramsay,  our 
horologef  ,  and  a  cad^t  iooly  thriee  removed  fnm 
the  anoint  bome  df  Dalwols^.  Wearegriefed 
we  cannot  have  the  presesioe  of  the  noble  Chief 
of  tliatHouae  at  the  oeremoDy ;  but  where  tbeic 
is  honour  to  be  won  abroadi  the  Lord  Daiwdmj 
is  fieldom  to  be  £9iindat  home*    Sic  Jirii,  ettj  H 
eri^.— Jingling  Geordiei  as  ye  atand  to  the  tail 
of  the  marriage-feast^  we  look  for  good  cheer."^ 
Heriot  bowed,  as  in  duty  bound.    In  fact, 
the  King,  who  was  a  great  polkieian  about  tiiiei^ 
had  man(£UTred  greatly  qn  this  oocaflkm,  sad 
had  contrived  to  £^t  the  Prince  and  BuekiDghim 
dispatched  on  an  expedition  to  Newmarket,  in 
order  that  he  might  find  an  opportunity  in  tbor 
abeenceof  indulging  himself  in  his  owngoiap' 
ping  coAering  habits,  which  were  distestefiil  to 
Charles,  whose  temper  inclined  to  fonnalltj,  aad 
with  whidi  even  the  favourite,  of  late,  bad  ooc 
thought  it  worth  while  to  seem  to  aympetUs^ 
When  the  levee  waadismisKd,  Sir  Mango  Hsl»' 
growther  soaed  upon  the  worthy  oittxen  in  the 
court«yard  of  the  Palace,  and  detaiaed  hiD»  in    * 
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spite  of  all  fak  effwts,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
jecting  him  to  the  following  scrutiny  :-— 

<<  This  is  a  sair  job  on  you,  Master  George— 
the  King  must  have  had  Kttie  eoiuiideratioDi*^this 
will  cost  you  a  booiiie  pemy,  this  wedding-din- 
ner?''  » 

«<  It  will  not  break  me^  Sir  Mungo,^  answered 
Heriot ;  <<  the  King  halh  a  right  to  see  the  ubk 
which  his  bounty  hath  supplied  for  years  well 
covered  for  a  tingle  day.*^ 

"  Vara  true,  vara  tnie— we**!!  have  a'  to  pay,  I 
doubt,  less  or  mair-^  sor%  of  penny-wedding  it 
will  prove,  where  all  men  contribute  to  the  youi^ 
folk^  maintenance,  that  they  may  not  have  just 
four  bare  legs  in  a  bed  thegether.  What  do  you 
purpose  to  give.  Master  George  ?  we  begin  with 
the  city  when  money  is  in  question.^ 

**  Only  a  trifle,  8hr  Mungo— I  give  my  god- 
daughter the  marriage-ring ;  I  bought  it  in  Italy 
•^it  belonged  to  Cosmo  de  Medici.  The  bride 
will  not  need  my  help^**ri)e  has  an  estate  which 
belonged  to  her  matenial  grandfather.^ 

"  The  auld  soap-boiler,''  said  Sir  Mungo ;  "  it 
will  need  some  of  his  suds  to  scour  the  blot  out 
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ot  the  GlenviriQeh  ahield^I  haw  hetfd  chu 
MUrt0  w»  no  great  thio^^ 

'<  It  ia  as  good,  aa  aome  posts  at  oomt,  Sir 
Muiigoi^  wkieh  an  oof^ted  by  pertons  of  high 
qualk j,^  rapliad  Georgia  Heriot 

<*  Court faFOOTy  said  ye?  court  fimMir, Mn- 
tarHeriot?'*  aepUsdSir  Uvmph  cbia«i«  tlm  to 
use  his  malady  of  misapprdieiision ;  *'  MoooiUm 
ia  walte,  poor  tbuig^  if  that  ia  aU  dbe  is  to  be 
todiered  withp— I  am  truly  solicitous  dlMNit  thesk.* 

"  I  vill  lei  you  into  a  secret  which  will  nitn 
your  tender  ansuety.  The  dowagisr  Lsdy  J)^ 
garao  gives  a  competent  fortooe  to  the  bdde,aiKl 
settles  the  rest  of  her  estate  upon  her  nqphev  tk 
bndcgroom.^ 

<<  Ay,«y  ye  see  r  said  Sir  Mui^  ^'jo^  ^ 
shew  ber  r^gsrd  to  hor  husband  thst  is  ia  tk 
tomb-^ucky  thai  her  nephew  did  not  tend  ^ 
there ;  it  was  a  strange  story  that  desth  cSfosf 
Lord  Dalgamo^^aome  folks  thmk  the  poorgco- 
tleman  bad  mu«h  wrong.  Little  good  ommi  ^ 
marrying  the  daughter  of  the  house  yott  ait  ^^ 
feud  with i  indeed,  it  was. less  poorDsIp"^* 
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fault,  than  them  thai  forced  the  mateh  on  him ; 
but  I  am  glad  the  young  folkt  are  to  have  some- 
thing to  live  on,  come  how  it  like^  whether  by 
charity  or  inheritance.  But  if  the  Lady  Dalgar- 
no  weretoaellallahehaSfeveatoherveiy  wylie* 
coat,  she  canna  gie  then  baek  the  fiur  Castle  of 
Glenvarloch— that  is  lost  and  ganet--kiet  and 
gane.'* 

"  It  is  but  too  true,?  said  Geotge  Hevioi; 
<(  we  cannot  discover  what  has  beooase  of  the 
villain  Andrew  Skurliewhitteri  or  what  Lord 
Dalgamo  has  done  with  the  mortgage.** 

^  Asmgned  it  away  to  some  one^  that  his  wife 
might  not  get  it  after  be  was  gane ;  it  would  have 
disturbed  him  in  his  grave,  to  think  Glenvarkiob 
should  get  that  land  back  again,^  said  Sir  Mun- 
go ;  **  depend  on  it,  be  will  have  ta*en  sure  BMa- 
sures  to  keep  that  noUe  lordship  out  of  her  grips 
or  her  nevoy*s  rither.^ 

'*  Indeed  it  is  but  too  probdble,  Sir  Mutigo,* 
i^d  Master  Heriot;  ^^butas  I  am  obliged  to  go 
and  look  after  many  things  in  consequence  of  this 
ceremony,  I  must  leave  you  to  comfort  yourself 
with  the  reflection.** 


^«n 
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duct  for  some  time  past  bad  been  extremely  mys- 
terious. B^ulatinghisatteiMlanoeoiiLordGleii- 
varloch  entirely  according  to  bis  own  will  and 
pleasure,  he  bad,  ever  since  the  rencounter  in  En- 
field Chace,  appeared  regularly  at  bis  bed-nde  in 
the  morning,  to  assist  Urn  to  dressy  and  at  bis 
wardrobe  in  the  evening.  The  rest  of  the  day 
he  disposed  of  at  bis  own  pleasure,  without  con- 
trol hook  his  lord,  who  had  now  acomplete  esta- 
blishment of  attendants.  Yet  be  was- somewhat 
curious  to. know  how  the  fellow. disposed  of  so 
much  of  his  time ;  but  on  this  subject  Ridiie 
shewed  no  deaie  to  be  commnnicadve.   • 

On  the  morning  of  the  biidal-day,  Richie  was 
particularly  attentive  in  doing  all  a  valetde- 
chambre  could,  so  as  to  set  off  to  advantage  the 
very  handsome  figure  of  his  master ;  and  when 
he  had  arranged  bis  dress  with  the  utmost  exact- 
ness, and  put  to  his  long  curled  locks  what  be 
called  *^  the  finishing  touch  of  the  reddii^  kaim,** 
he  gravely  kneekd  down,  kissed  his  hand,  and 
bade  him  farewell,  saying  that  he  humUy  craved 
leave  to  discharge  himself,  of  bis  lordship^s  ser- 
vice. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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**  Why,  what  humour  is  this?"  and  Loid  Gk»- 
varlocb ;  **  if  you  mean  to  diadiatge  joaradtd 
my  service^  ^chie,  I  suppose  you  imend  to  €f^ 
ter  my  wife's  ?" 

'^  I  wiah  her  good  ladyship  that  shall  socms  he. 
and  your  good  lordship^  the  bfessing  of  asgooda 
servant  as  myself,  in  heaven's  good  time^'' 
^Richie ;  <^but  fate  hath  so  onisined  it,  that  I 
henceforth  only  be  your  servant  in  the  way  d 
friendly  courtesy  * 

^  Well,  Richie,"  said  the  young  lord^  «  if  yoi 
are  tired  of  service,  we  will  seek  some  better  pro* 
vision  for  you ;  but  you  will  wait  on  me  to  die 
church,  and  partake  of  the  bridal  dinner?^ 

*<  Under  favour,  my  lord,"*  answered  Bicbie, 
^  I  must  remindi.you  of  oar  covenant, 
presently  some  pressing  bumess  of 
whilk  ^irill  detain  me durinir  the  oemnoQv ;  butl 
will  not  fttl  to  prie  Master  Geoige's  good  dMr, 
in  respect  he  has  made  very  costly  fare^  wliSk  it 
would  be  unthankful  not  to  partake  of 

'*  Do  as  you  list,**  answered  Lord  Glenvapcloeh ; 
and  having  bestowed  a  pasung  tfaotigbt  oo  &e 
whimsical  and  pragmatical  dispoadon  of  his  M- 
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kHner,  be  disoiiflsed  the  subject  for  others  better 
wdted  to  the  day. 

The  reader  must  fancy  the  scattered  flowers 
whieh  stvewed  the  path  of  die  happy  couple  to 
church  "tha  load  music  which  accompanied  the 
ptooesnoD-^e  marriage  service  performed  by  a 
Biiriiop---the  King^  who  met  them  at  Saint  Paurs, 
giving  away  the  bride^-^to  the  gteat  relief  of  her 
father,  who  bad  thoa  time,  during  the  ceremony, 
to  cakulate  the  just  quotteat  to  be  laid  on  the 
{nnion  of  report  in  a  time-piece  which  he  was  then 
putting  together. 

When  the  ceremony  was  finished,  the  company 
was  transported  in  the  royal  carriages  to  George 
Heriofs,  where  a  splendid  collaticm  was  provided 
for  the  marriage-guests  in  the  Foljambe  apart- 
ments. The  "King  no  sooner  found  himself  in 
this  snug  retreat,  than,  casting  from  him  his 
sword  and  belt  with  such  haate  as  if  it  burnt  his 
fingers,  and  flingmg  bis  plumed' hat  on  the  taUe, 
as  who  should  ^ay ,  Lie  theie^  authority !  he  swaU 
lowed  a  hearty  cup  of  wine  to  the  happiness  of 
the  married  couple,  and  began  to  amUe  aboul 
the  room,  mumping,  laughing,  and  cracking 
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jests,  n«tfaer  the  wittiest  nor  the  most  dAaiet 
but  aocompuiied  and  applauded  by  sfaootsof  is 
ovn  mirth,  in  order  to  encoiusge  that  of  tk 
company.  Whilst  his  Majesty  was  in  the  irnds 
of  this  gay  humour,  and  a  call  to  the  fasnquet  fit 
anxiously  expected,  a  servant  whispeied  Kssttr 
Heiiot  forth  of  the  apartment.  When  he  fms- 
tered,  he  walked  up  to  the  King,  and,  in  his  tan* 
whirred  something,  at  which  James  itsited. 

^^  lie  is  not  wanting  his  siUer  ?^  said  the  di|( 
shortly  and  sharply. 

^'Bynomeaps,  myliege.  It  xsasotgectheis 
quite  indifferent  upon,  so  long  as  it  csnpktfu^ 
your  Majesty." 

'<  Body  of  us,  man  r  said  the  Xiog;  ""itis 
the  speech  of  a  true  man  and  a  loving  sulgei^ 
and  we  will  grace  him  aocordingjiy.  Swith,inaB' 
have  hlvQr'jfandUe  Jbre9»  Momplies?— Tbef 
should  have  called  the  chield  MonypemiKS 
though  I  sail  warrant  you  English  think  we 
ba^e  not  such  a  name  in  Scotland.** 

<*  It  is  an  andent  and  honourable  slock,  the 
Monypennies,"  said  Sir  Mungo  Mah^wther; 
the  only  loss  is,  there  are  sae  fewof  theosn^ 
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-*'  The  family  teems  to  increase  among  yont 
countrymen,  Sir  Mtmgo,^  said  Master  Lowe^ 
stofie,  whom  Lord  Glenvarloeh  bad  inyitad  to  be 
present,  **  sinoe  his  Majes^^^s  liappy  accession 
lMt>ught  so  many  of  you  here.^ 

*^  Bi^t,  nr— rigfat,^  said  Sir  Mtmgo^  nod*, 
ding  and  looking  at  Gr^orge  Heriot ;  *'  there 
bave  some  of  us  been  the  better  of  that  great 
Ues&ng  to  the  English  naUon.^ 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  flew  open,  and  in  en» 
tered,  to  the  astonishment  of  Lord  Gle&varlodiy 
bis  late  serving-man,  Richie  Moniplies,  now 
sumptuously,  nay  gorgeously,  attired  in  a  su«- 
perb  brocaded  suit,  and  leading  in  Ins  faand/the 
tall,  thin,  withered  form  of  Martha  Trapbois,  ar- 
rayed in  a  complete  dress  of  Uack  velvet,  whieb 
suited  so  strangely  with  the  pallid  and  severe 
melancholy  of  her  countenance,  ibat  the  King 
bimself  exclaimed,  in  some  perturbation,  *^  What 
the  deHl  has  the  fallow  brought  us  here  ?  Body 
of  us !  It  is  a  corpse  that  has  run  off  with  the 
mort<Joth !'' 

**  May  I  sifflicate  your  M^esty  to  be  graoous 
unto  her  ?^  said  Richie,  ^  being  that  she  is,  in* 
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lespecit  of  ihis  oiomiiig^s  wark,  my  mn  wedded 
wife,  Mn  Martha  Mani|i>ie6  by  name.* 

^  Saul  of  our  body^  mtti !  but  she  loob  «» 
drous  grim^^  answered  King  James.  **  AittliM 
sure  she  has  not  been  in  her  time  maid  of  Im^ 
nour  to  Queen  Mary,  our  eousin,  oixeAhaiwi^ 
mory  f^ 

<^  I  am  sure^  an  it  like  your  Majesty ,  that  die 

has  brought  me  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  good 
siller,  and  better;  and  that  has  enabled  me  to 
pleasure  your  Majestyi  and  other  folks." 

^  Ye  need  have  said  miething  about  th^ 
man,^  said  the  King ;  ^<  w^  kmi  our  obligalioBi 
in  that  sma^  matt^,  and  we  are  f^ad  this  nds 
spouse  of  thine  hath  bestowed  har  trsssiire  a 
mie  wha  kens  to  put  it  to  the  profit  of  hit  Kii^ 
and  oountry.  But  whare  the  de^il  did  ye  coae 
by  her,  man  ?^ 

'^  In  Uie  auld  Scottish  fashion,  my  licga  Sbe 
is  the  captive  of  my  bow  and  my  spear,"  sasitf- 
ed  Moniplies.  '^  There  was  a  oonventioo  that 
she  should  wed  me  when  I  avenged  her  iatbei^ 
death — ^ao  I  slew,  and  took  possessioa.'^ 

^^  It  is  the  daughter  of  old  Trapbcas^  who  has 
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been  miflBed  to  loog,^  said  Lowestodk.—*^^  Where 
the  devil  could  you  mew  her  up  so  closely^  friend 
Richie?'* 

<*  Master  Richaid,  if  it  be  your  will,"*  answer- 
ed  Richie ;  ^<  or  Master  lUchard  Moniplies,  if 
you  like  it  better.  Formewingofherup,Ifi)utid 
her  a  shelter,  in  all  honour  and  safety,  under  the 
roof  of  an  honest  countryman  of  my  own—and 
for  secrecy,  it  was  a  point  of  prudence,  when 
wantons  like  you  were  abroad.  Master  Lowe 
stoflPe.'' 

There  was  a  laugh  at  Richie's  magnammous 
reply,  on  the  part  of  every  one  but  his  bride, 
who  made  to  him  a  signal  of  impatience,  and 
said,  widi  her  usual  brevity  and  sternness,*-* 
<^  Peace— peace.  I  pray  you,  peace.  Let  us  do 
that  which  we  came  for.'*  So  saying,  she  took 
out  a  bundle  of  parchments,  and  delivering  them 
to  Lord  Glenvarioch,  she  said  aloud,— ^^^  I  take 
this  royal  presence,  and  all  here  to  witness,  that 
I  restore  the  ransomed  lordship  of  Olenvarloch 
to  the  right  owner,  as  free  as  ever  it  was  held  by 
any  of  his  ancestors.*" 

<^  I  witnessed  the  redemption  of  the  mortgage,  * 
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Mid  Lowestolfe;  *<  bat  I  iittle  draamt  hj  whom 
it  bad  .been  .redeemed*^  .  . 

<<  No  need  ye  should,^  said  Bicfak;  fV there 
would  have  been  small  wiadom  ia  crying  mast- 

^  •  Peaoe^''  sud  bis  bride^  /<  once  moce.— TUa 
pq)er,^  she  oontiniied,  deUvcnng  another  to  Loid 
Glenvarkidi,  '^  is  alao  your  ptoperty— 4ake  it» 
but  spaie  me  the  qiiipittMin  iiow  it  caase  into  my 
custody.^ 

The  King  had  bustled  forward  beade  Load 
Gleovarlo^  and  fixing  an  eager  eye  on  the  wii* 
ting,  ezdaksed — ^^  Body  of  ourselves,  it  is  onr 
royal  ngd-manual  for  the  money  whiah  was  so 
long  out  of  ri^t  i-i-^How  came  ye  by  it,  Miatreai 
BrideP.    y 

'*  It  is  a  secret,^  said  Martha,  drily. 

'  ^  A  secret  which  my  tongue  diall  nevor  utter,^ 
said  BicUe^'  resolutely,  **  unless  the  Song 
mands  me  on  my  alkgianoer 

<t  I  do — I  do  command  you,"^  said  James, 
bling  and  stammering  with  the  impatient  ourio- 
sity  of  a  gossip ;  while  Sir  Mungo^  with  more 
malicious  anxiety  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  mys* 
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V„6  ^<^"fe   ^>»\n  form  tantani  like  a 

■'^^'  _        ^is  tliin  grey  locks  firom 

^^^  ^atid  behind  it  to  ooHect 

^X]>pcted  iBleUigenee.-— 

**Tie  frowneiltBoat-tHiiinou^ 

' '  ^  on  undauntedly  to  infonn 

<lecea?cd  faAar-ai-law,  « 

tlic  main,  had  a  toudi  of 

him,  that  at  times  marred 

<  u  aik  ;  he  Ubed  to  dabble 

s  f^car,  and  some  of  it  would 

lingers  ill  the  handling." 

in,  for  sliame,"  said  Maltha ; 

'  of  tlie  ck-cd  must  be  told,  be 

, Yce,  my  iotd,"  ahe  added, 

'■  -  nvarlocli,  "  tlie  piece  of  gold  wa» 

.  ..tit  which  brought  the  niiBerable old 
ur  chamber  that  dreadful  night— lus 
Liid  he  accomplished  it,  .Tras  to  porhnD 
jiaper.  The  wretched  sLrivener  was  with  him 
,  ,t  morniiig,  and,  I  doubt  not,  urged  the  doting 
,,ld  man  t"  'his  villainy,  to  prevent  the  ranBom 
of  your  estate.     If  there  was  a  yet  more  power- 
ful agent  at  the  bottom  of  the  cotufisdcy,  God 
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fixgnre  it  to  him  at^  this  momeDty  fiv  he  ii  miv 
where  the  crime  must  be  answered  f* 

^  Amen  r  stud  Lord  GlennurioGhy  and  itm 
echoed  by  all  present. 

^^  For  my  fath^,^  continued  abe,  with  her  stem 
features  twitched  by  an  inToluntaiy  and  oodtuL 
sive  movement,  *'  his  guilt  and  foUy  cost  bin 
his  life;  for  my  belief  is  ocmstant,  that  the  widdi 
who  counselled  him  that  morning  to  purloia  tk 
papar,  left  open  the  window  for  the  entrsneeof 
the  murderers*** 

E^ery  body  was  silent  for  an  instant ;  tbeEuf 
was  first  to  speak,  commanding  search  instsodj 
to  be  made  for  the  guilty  scrivener*  **  /  licfar  * 
he  concluded,  *^  coOiga  manug^^ciifmt  obmMo 
^^in/iUci  nupendke  arbori^ 

Lowestofie  answered  with  due  reqiect,  that  tk 
scrivener  had  absccmded  at  the  time  of  Lord  Dsl- 
gamo'*s  murder,  and  had  not  been  beard  of  osea 

<<  Let  him  be  sought  for,*  said  the  King.  ^^Asd 

now  let  us  change  the  discourse— these  siflM 

make  one'^s  very  blood  grew,  and  are  abogether 

unfit  for  bridal  festivity.  Hymen,  O  Hymeoee  T 

added  he,  snapping  his  fingers,  ^^  Lord  Glennr* 
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lodiy  what  Bay  yoa  to  Bfistiesa  Moniplieay 
bonny  bnde,  that  has  faroii^ht  you  hack  your  fii» 
thar*8  estate  on  your  faridal  day  7^ 

^  Let  him  say  nothsng,  my  fiege,**  said  Mar* 
tha,  ^^  it  will  best  suit  his  feelings  and  mine*^ 

'<  There  is  redemptioa-moiieyt  at  the  leasts  to 
be  repsud,^  said  Lord  Glenyarloch ;  ^'  in  that 
I  cannot  remain  debtor.'* 

^  We  will  speak  of  it  hereafter,*  said  Martha  ; 
<<  mf  ddbtor  ffou  oanoot  be.*  And  she  shut  her 
mouth  as  if  d^ermined  to  si^  nothing  moie  on 
the  subject. 

Sir  Mungo,  however,  iwsolved  not  to  part  with 
the  topie,  and  arailing  himself  of  the  freedom  of 
the  moment,  sud  to  Richie— *<  A  queer  story 
that  of  your  father-in-law,  honest  man ;  methinks 
your  bride  thanked  you  little  for  ripping  it  up.* 

*<  I  make  it  a  rule.  Sir  Mungo,*  replied  Richie, 
^  always  to  speak  any  eril  I  know  about  my  fa- 
mily myself,  having  observed  that  if  I  do  not,  it 
is  sure  to  be  told  by  ither  folks.* 

^  But  Richie,*  said  Sir  Mungo,  ^^  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  bride  of  yours  is  like  to  be  master 
and  mair  in  the  conjugal  state.* 
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<<  If  die  aludes  bj  iroids,  Sir  Mui^o^  I  Ifamk 
•heaven  I  can  be  as  deaf  as  may  one ;  and  if  ahe 
oomes  to  dunts,  I  hmve  a  hand  topuk  her  mtb.^ 

^  Wed  8aid»  Ridiie^  •gmky'^  sud  the  Sing; 
<^  you  have  gotten  h  on  baithhaffitSySa*  Manga 
•^Troth^  Miatiesa  Bride,  far  a  fule^  your  gode- 
man  has  a  prettj  tnm  of  wit.^ 

*'  There  are  fods,  «re»^  replied  she,  <*  who 
have  wity  and  fools  who  have  oomge,  and  aie 
great  foob  notwithBtandfaE^.— ^I  dioae  this  maa 
became  he  was  my  protector  when  I  was  de»* 
late,  and  neither  for  his  wit  nor  his  wisdom.  He 
is  truly  honest,  and  has  a  heart  and  hand  tlist 
make  amends  for  some  folly.  Since  I  was  con- 
demned  to  seek  a  protector  through  the  woild, 
whidi  is  to  me  a  wilderness,  I  may  thank  God 
that  I  have  come  by  no  worse.^ 

**  And  that  is  sae  sensibly  said,*  replied  die 
King,  **  that  by  my  saul  Til  try  whether  I  camui 
make  him  better.  Kneel  down,  Richie— some- 
body lend  me  a  rapier — your^s,  Mr  LangstaiF; 
(that'^s  a  brave  name  for  a  lawyer,) — ye  need  not 
flash  it  out  that  gate.  Templar  fashion,  as  if  ye 
were  about  to  pink  a  bailiff!^ 
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He  took  the  drawn  sword,  and  with  averted 
eyes,  for  it  was  a  sight  he  loved  not  to  look  <», 
endeavoured  to  lay  it  on  Richie^s  shoulder,  but 
nearly  stuck  it  into  his  eye*  Richie,  starting  back, 
attempted  to  rise,  but  was  held  down  by  Lowe- 
stoffe,  whUe  Sir  Mungo,  guiding  the  royal  wea- 
pon,  the  honour-bestowing  blow  was  given  and 
received :  '*  Surges  conij/Kd^— Rise  up,  Sir  Rich- 
ard Moniplies,  of  Castle-Colk^ ! — ^And,  my  lords 
ami  lieges,  let  us  all  to  our  dinner,  for  Uie  cock- 
aJeekie  is  cooling.'^ 
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